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Remembering the Society’s 50th  anniversary by planting a beech tree on 24 November 2023; 
Professor John Richardson shovels in the remaining earth.		             Photo: Brian Henham

WOULD CHICHESTER WIN A  
BEST KEPT AWARD TODAY?
As we launch into our second half century we recall the three dramatic 
events of 1974, our first full year: saving New Park School from the 
bulldozers, the Cathedral Town Meeting and the Society’s campaign 
against the Chapel and Crane Street development. We’ll also follow the 
slow progress of CDC’s Draft Local Plan and look forward to examining its 
Regeneration Strategy, while continuing to support what’s achievable in 
the shorter term. 

As we see it, our two major priorities are, firstly, a review of bus services 
so that all parts of Chichester and surrounding towns are served from 
either a restored bus station or a new transport hub adjacent to the railway 
station, as well as from the Cathedral; and secondly, a concerted effort 
to restore the city’s public realm - the renewal of precinct paving, proper 
maintenance of our green spaces, a blitz on unsightly graffiti and so on. 
Lesser priorities, important because they concern Chichester’s character, 
include sensitively designed shopfronts, removal of ‘A’ boards and 
minimal tolerance of cycling on pavements and narrow footpaths. 

If Chichester was a village, would it win a best kept village competition? 
We think not. We should be proud to show friends and visitors around our 
city. As a civic society we are a non-party-political charity to protect and 
enhance Chichester and its surroundings. Members of this city’s three 
local councils were elected to serve its citizens but have an unenviable 
task with ever-increasing duties and dwindling financial resources. It’s 
in all our interests to work together so that in due course Chichester can 
rightly claim to be among the best-kept small Cathedral cities in the land.

Peter Evans, Chairman

SUBSCRIPTIONS
As agreed at the AGM on 
18 October your Society’s 
subscriptions increased on

 1 January 2024. 
Most members have contacted 

their bank to make these 
changes, but a few have 
continued at the old rate.

Please would you check you are 
paying the new sums? These are: 

SINGLE MEMBERSHIP 
£16 standing order 

£22 by cheque
JOINT MEMBERSHIP 

£25 standing order 
£30 by cheque
THANK-YOU!



ISSUE NUMBER 219 - MARCH 2024 ISSUE NUMBER 219 - MARCH 2024

Read earlier editions at www.chichestersociety.org.uk/past-newsletters/Page 2 Page 3Keep up to date at www.chichestersociety.org.uk and on Twitter (X) @chi_soc 

NEWS ON THE CHICHESTER LOCAL PLAN 
Christopher Mead-Briggs brings readers up-to-date.
The news before Christmas was that our MP Gillian Keegan had arranged a meeting with key 
stakeholders at the Department for Transport and National Highways; this was in response to our District 
Council leadership requesting assistance in solving issues relating to changes in Highway policy which 
impacted on the Emerging Local Plan (ELP). That meeting resolved these Highway issues. We then 
read the written ministerial statement (WMS) published on 19 December 2023 which makes immediate 
changes to the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) by  rewarding Planning Authorities who 
are ready to submit plans for examination. CDC is one of those councils who now need to demonstrate 
only a 4-year housing land supply (as opposed to the previous 5-year requirement). CDC say that they 
can now demonstrate a 4-year housing land supply. We may therefore expect the ELP to arrive with 
the Planning Inspectorate very soon who will then publish their timetable for an Examination in Public 
hopefully later this year. To have reached 
this stage means that the ELP will carry 
more weight in all future planning appeals 
and that means we can expect them to be 
refused for housing on ‘unallocated’ sites 
across the District, a huge gain for the area.

Planning appeals 

However the WMS is not retrospective 
and therefore our list of appeals that 
have already been heard, and which 
have succeeded, continues to lengthen. 
The appeal on 300 homes at Highgrove 
Farm, Bosham (No 7 in the adjoining 
table) succeeded, while the application 
at Bracklesham for 62 homes (No 15) was 
refused by the District Council. There is an 
opportunity for this developer to appeal but 
at the time of writing no appeal had been 
served. Sites in East Wittering where 280 
homes (No 19) and a 45-bedroom sheltered 
living scheme (No 20) were proposed 
were also refused by the District Council; 
as of late January no appeal had been 
served. The appeal to build 150 houses 
at Birdham opposite the ‘Nisa’ store which 
was heard in September 2023 has also 
succeeded because the WMS only takes 
effect from 19th December 2023 and is not 
retrospective. 

Written Ministerial Statement - 
implications

The District Council has said Chichester can 
show a 4-year housing land supply. It’s to 
be hoped that future appeals for developing 
housing on ‘unallocated’ land will fail from 
now on.
……………………………………………..

Christopher Mead-Briggs is a member of the 
Society’s editorial team.

THE 20 APPLICATIONS

Ref No Location Dwlgs

1 20/03319 Nutbourne 94

2 20/03320 Nutbourne 132

3 20/03321 Chidham 68

4 20/00412 Hambrook 35

5 20/03378 Hambrook 30

6 20/01826 Hambrook 118

7 21/00571 Bosham 300

8 20/02303 Fishbourne 35

9 20/02675 North Chichester 140

10 20/02824 Westhampnett 165

11 20/03034 Birdham 25

12 21/01830 Birdham 150

13 20/02066 Birdham 77

14 20/02491 East Wittering 70

15 21/01376 Bracklesham 62

16 20/03125 Earnley 100

17 19/02493 Earnley 32

18 20/02236 Earnley 57

19 22/02214 East Wittering 280

20 22/02235 East Wittering 45 beds

TOTAL 2,015

KEY

RED applications win their Appeal to build

GREEN applications lose their Appeal to build
WHITE applications are in the pipeline

W W W . C H I C H E S T E R S T O N E W O R K S . C O . U K
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CHICHESTER STONEWORKS LTD

S T O N E W O R K  |  R E S T O R A T I O N  |
C O N S E R V A T I O N

Remembering the Society’s 50th anniversary 
with a photo opportunity before a blue plaque in 
honour of founder David Goodman. This has been 
placed on the front elevation of his one-time home 
at 1 Franklin Place located near to the Festival 
Theatre. Pictured from the left are Professor 
John Richardson, the current owner of 1 Franklin 
Place, Anthony Quail Chi Soc secretary and John 
Templeton, Jenny and Geoff King, Janet and David 
Tregear, all longstanding members of the Society; 
David was chairman from 1998 to 2000.

A SPECIALIST BARGE FOR 
TRANSPORTING WIND 
TURBINE BLADES 
This unusual ship, seen last summer at anchor 
off Seaview in the east Solent, is carrying wind 
turbine blades manufactured at Cowes, by 
the Danish firm VESTAS. It’s a 10,000 tonne 
vessel, one of three owned and operated by 
United Wind Logistics, Hamburg. They are 
designed to deliver components for offshore 
wind farms including the towers as well as 
blades and wind turbines. An illustration of 
how technology is evolving to respond to new 
ways of generating electricity.
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SHOULD WE HAVE AN ICE RINK IN PRIORY PARK?
To skate, or not to skate? More important, asks Richard Plowman, is where to skate?
After all the problems in 2018, Chichester District Council seems determined to bring an ice rink back to Priory 
Park next Christmas, overturning its own policy, part of which specifically precludes events likely to harm the 
fabric of the green space known as Chichester’s ‘Jewel in the Crown’. We are told by the planners that the grass 
does not count as ‘fabric’ – a farcical reason for ignoring a strategy passed unanimously by Council in 2021 as the 
direct result of damage to the ground and loss of amenity. 

Apparently, time constraints meant no other potential site was within 
the scope of the present proposal; and despite a promise of a full and 
open consultation on all the more suitable locations – notably, those 
on hard standing - they have been excluded. I am sure readers can 
come up with their list including Market car-park, Northgate car-park, 
East Pallant House car-park or Little London car-park. A licence exists 
for an ice rink in Priory Park and this may be the underlying reason 
why others have been summarily dismissed.

The facts 

The outcome envisaged by the District Council’s Initial Project 
Proposal Document (IPPD) is a ‘fun, ambitious festive event for the 
District residents and visitors’, boosting car-park revenues and 
helping the local economy. The alleged success of Chice in 2018 
was based on selective and uncorroborated data. For example, 
the promoter claimed a figure of 19,072 ‘skaters’ and refused to 
disclose ticket sales. Monitored online by a resident, these were shown to have been overstated by 42%. There 
is ample evidence that the rink failed commercially.  So low was the attendance during the first weeks that all but 
one of the franchise operators pulled out.  Fenwick’s, who catered inside the marquee itself, reported a loss. Small 
wonder that Chice did not return in 2019. The IPPD references a 3.4% increase in visitors to the area (undefined) 
in December 2018, some of whom would have attended the ice rink. According to the 2018 annual City Centre 
Review published by Chichester Business Improvement District, there was a 9% drop in footfall in weeks 48-52 
(that is, at Christmas), compared to 2017, when there was no rink. It looks as if we are skating on thin ice as far as 
a boost to the economy is concerned.

Chichester’s 600 m2 ice rink at Priory Park during the 2018 Christmas season: great fun, but was this the right location?
Photo: John Wichers

Priory Park’s grass was damaged by the presence 
of the ice rink over Christmas 2018, but only slowly 
recovered. This picture was taken in March 2019.

Photo: Marcia Knight

Highly desirable in the right location

Let no one be in any doubt that a skating rink in Chichester is highly desirable and if done properly, in the right 
location close to an attractive and vibrant Christmas market, it could bring a lot of money to the city. Winchester is 
a prime example. The rink at Bognor Regis, where car-parking charges are much lower, works well for the town.

But there are issues

•	 Environment: the average ice rink requires 19,900 litres of water which eventually requires disposal. The 
chillers (to keep the ice at -4.4 C.) consume huge amounts of energy: a rink’s carbon footprint is 5.52 tonnes of 
CO2 per month.  In the IPPD the estimated utilities bill is £80,000. The chillers are also extremely noisy and in 
2018 were running 24 hours a day.

•	 Climate Change: every year has shown an increase in temperature, rainfall and storms. The weather is 
now much more variable and difficult to predict. However, the trend is for warmer and wetter winters, so the 
chillers will need to work extra hard, longer and emit more noise.  The temporary marquee structure will need 
to be able to survive winds of up to 100mph.

•	 Loss of Amenity: an ice rink causes a large area of a park to be out of use.  Turf or grass should be put 
down, at the earliest, in March.  It needs a further six months to establish itself and two years before it returns 
to its pre-rink condition.  Current best practice is to move a returning ice rink to a new location and, to avoid 
permanent damage, not to bring it back for at least two years.

•	 Health and Safety: injuries from ice skating are about one in 700 for skaters, with an average age of 33. 
Given the numbers predicted in the IPPD, about 30 people will injure themselves.  Not a lot of fun there.

Other problems 

The issues with a real-ice rink are exacerbated in Priory Park. The 2018 rink filled the entire events area which 
occupies about a third of the Park. The chillers, with associated noise problems, had to be outside the main 
marquee and were close to residents. Planning conditions to ensure no noise disturbance at night were breached 
several times and the persistent whining from the chillers proved detrimental to sleep. The need for heavy 
vehicles and the wet weather during construction meant that the entrance became a quagmire. The extra fencing 
essential to baffle the sound made it look like a forbidding stockade. In fairness, the rink itself was good. But the 
events area was out of bounds to users of the Park for the summer.

Ice Rink 2024

We have been assured that the Council can overcome all these issues and is prepared to spend £250,000 to 
prove it. The rink’s size will be nearly halved from 566 m2 to 300 m2 . To comply with safety standards the number 
of skaters per session will also be halved.  The competitive rinks at Bognor and Winchester are 600 m2. Oops! 
The already dubious 2018 figure of 19,072 skaters has been used to calculate the income and should realistically 
now be halved.  The estimated loss could be £170,000, not £5,000. It was obvious from 2018 that a quart won’t 

fit into a pint pot. The answer 
appears to be a pint-sized affair. 
Hardly CDC’s dream of a Winter 
Wonderland. 

The Priory Park rink is a highly 
risky and expensive project 
and should be abandoned now.  
Spend the money on a fantastic 
German-style Christmas market 
which extends into the evening.  
Our twin city of Speyer has an 
excellent one, with a small ice rink 
in the middle. As for Priory Park, 
I would have a Christmas lights 
spectacular. The light show at 
Cowdray Park was a great draw. 
And lights don’t make a noise or 
damage the fabric of the park.

……………………..

Richard Plowman was Mayor of 
Chichester in 2005, 2019 and 
2020; he writes in a personal 
capacity.Mud, mud and more mud is the main souvenir of an ice rink held at Priory Park

Photo John Coldstream
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VALLETTA AND CHICHESTER’S FRIENDSHIP LINK DATES TO 2009

Anne Scicluna urges readers to join the Friends and have fun! 
Valletta is the capital of Malta, an island smaller 
than the Isle of Wight, and the only capital city with 
UNESCO World Heritage status. Its population is small 
at just over 6,000 residents because the location limits 
expansion. It is a delight and home to the famous 
Grand Harbour – a breathtaking blue, and one of 
the deepest in Europe, which is in part why for very 
many years it was home to the Royal Navy, but now 
welcomes large cruise liners. Although Malta gained 
independence from Britain in 1964 some British 
customs continue, such as firing the noonday gun 
and again the afternoon gun at 4pm. There’s also 
changing the guard at the Grand Master’s Palace in St. 
George’s Square, all great draws for the many tourists 
and visitors to watch. British-style red telephone 
booths and post boxes are to be seen. The main 
shopping area is pedestrianised – and very crowded! 
Electric taxis can get you round if you don’t want to 
walk, as some of the streets are very steep – so steep 
that the pavements are made into steps!

A bustling city

Valletta is a thriving and bustling city where one feels at home immediately. Many of the buildings were built by 
the Knights of St. John, although there are newer buildings. This is because Valletta suffered tremendously during 
the Second World War when Malta experienced terrible bombing with many of its buildings reduced to rubble 
– as can be seen from the photograph above. The George Cross, awarded to the whole country by King George 
VI, was well earned. All the shops, homes and business premises are built of a lovely honey-coloured limestone 
so that new and old blend together almost seamlessly. Compare the Prime Minister’s office, built as the Knights’ 
Auberge de Castille, with the new Parliament building erected just a few years ago and designed by the Italian 
architect Renzo Piano.

Grand Harbour Valletta is thought to be one of the deepest in Europe and a contributory reason for its use by the Royal Navy for 
many years. Today, cruise liners visit almost daily							              Photo: Anne Scicluna

Valletta suffered massive bomb damage during WW2
Source: Wikipedia

Friends of Valletta

Chichester and Valletta signed an official Friendship 
Link in Valletta in 2009 and in Chichester in 2010; 
mayors of the time were Michael Woolley and 
Alexei Dingli. This is why we, the Friends of Valletta 
in Chichester, hold talks on many things Maltese. 
In fact, Covid did us something of a favour, in that 
not being able to hold our talks in person we held 
them by Zoom, which allowed us to arrange many of 
them from Malta. This gave us the opportunity to ask 
great speakers from Malta University and those with 
tremendous knowledge and experience, many of 
whom lecture in Italy and other European countries. 
These talks have been attended not only by Maltese 
and Chichester residents, but also from as far afield 
as Manchester, York, Birmingham, Los Angeles, 
Canada and the Netherlands. Our speakers have 
never charged a fee, but donations by attendees have 
been sent to charities of the speakers’ choice – so far 
we have donated to Din L’Art Helwa, (Malta’s National 
Trust), the Malta Aviation Museum, Malta Bus Archive, 
Malta Railway Museum, Garden of the Villa Frere, Msida Bastion Cemetery Garden and others. A couple of years ago 
Dominican priest Father Marius Zerafa, a world authority on Caravaggio, spoke on that artist. St. John’s Cathedral in 
Valletta displays two paintings by Caravaggio, including the only one he signed – the Beheading of St. John the Baptist.

Chichester Cathedral links

A group of Friends recently spent a week in Valletta, and while there we had meetings with the two Cathedrals 
to create links with Chichester Cathedral. St Paul’s is the Anglican Cathedral which was built in 1844 by Queen 
Adelaide. The story goes that she was visiting Valletta and asked where she could worship in an Anglican church. 
On being informed that there wasn’t one, she commissioned St Pauls at her own expense: it’s classical and 
imposing. The Catholic St John’s Cathedral is much older, having been built by the Knights of St. John after the 
Great Siege of 1565, soon after Valletta itself was created by Grand Master Jean Parisot de Valette. Leading clergy 
at both Cathedrals are very keen to have some sort of link with Chichester Cathedral, so we are hoping that in 
time friendships can be joined and reciprocal visits organised. The Chichester Singers performed in St. John’s 
Cathedral a few years ago and were very warmly received. We’ve also been to the Villa Frere Garden to see how 
plans had progressed to renovate a large but neglected garden – we had visited a few years ago, so were keen to 
see what had been done since we were last there. We were very pleasantly surprised, and wandered round this 
oasis, also being taken to see two houses which volunteers had discovered and were renovating so that they can 
be put to some use again

A hospitable people

The Maltese are possibly the most 
hospitable people in the world 
and have a great sense of humour. 
An added bonus for us is that 
everyone speaks English, as they 
learn our language before they get 
to school (and most speak Italian, 
French, and many others as well). 
But of course all speak Maltese, 
which is a Semitic language, 
mainly based on Arabic, but is also 
one of the oldest in the world.

………………………………..

Anne Scicluna is Vice-Chair of 
the Friends of Valletta and can 
be contacted on 01243 789065. 
Graham Pound is Chairman 
(01243 788265) and David 
Ross is membership secretary: 
davidlesross@hotmail.com

A fine example of voluntary effort which in recent years has 
renovated the Villa Frere gardens		    Photo: Anne Scicluna

Malta’s Parliament, designed by Italian architect Renzo Piano, uses the same local 
honey-coloured limestone of much older buildings.	          Photo: Anne Scicluna
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CARING FOR OUR COMMON HOME 
Victoria Sutton explains Chichester Cathedral’s commitment to environmental stewardship
Chichester Cathedral is proud to share its commitment to environmental and ecological responsibility. 
Recognising the Christian duty to care for our common home, the Cathedral has undertaken significant initiatives 
to reduce its environmental impact, particularly within the bounds of the Eco Church scheme, a program 
spearheaded by the Christian environmental charity A Rocha UK. Having secured the Bronze Eco Church Award 
in 2018, the Cathedral hopes to achieve Gold status. The Eco Church scheme evaluates five facets of church life: 
worship and teaching, management of church buildings, management of church land, community and global 
engagement, and lifestyle. Under this framework, the 
Cathedral is implementing day-to-day changes to 
emphasize its commitment to sustainable practices.

Managing our green spaces 

The Cathedral’s historic quarter serves many functions. 
It’s a setting for the Cathedral and Bishop’s Palace, 
and a burial ground and archaeological site; but it 
is also a green lung for public use in the heart of 
Chichester. Last January the Cathedral published a 
Land Management Plan as a framework of principles 
to improve its green spaces so that people and nature 
can thrive together. A year ago members of the 
congregation with Canon Treasurer, the Reverend 
Canon Vanessa Baron, replanted a border near the 
Cathedral’s West Door using pollinator friendly plants 
such as Buddleia davidii and Verbena bonariensis. 
Well-rotted manure was incorporated to improve the 
health and water retention of the soil so that the plants 
were established in their new home. In the autumn the 
border opposite the Bell Tower was replanted with a 
mix of woodland shrubs, perennials, and bulbs, such 
as Crocus and Narcissus. As they mature the intention 
is that they will support insects through the colder 
months as well as provide colour and interest through 
winter and into spring. Transition Chichester are 
supporting us with the development of this border by 

increasing the variety of pollinator friendly bulbs and 
donating perennials like Pulmonaria from other green 
spaces in the city. A walk around the Cathedral’s estate 
illustrates the variety of these schemes.

• St Richard’s Walk between the Deanery and the 
Cloisters has narrow borders either side planted 
with roses and drought tolerant pelargoniums. In the 
city centre’s microclimate, we’ve found that bedding 
pelargoniums survive all but the harshest winters 
and are excellent for background colour through the 
summer. However, to improve this area for pollinators, 
some of the pelargoniums are going to be replaced 
each year with nectar rich drought tolerant flowering 
plants like salvias, and more bulbs have been added 
including Muscari and Crocus. Snowdrops ‘in the 
green’ are being added to the mix this Spring. 

• The Treasury Garden is a walled area to the south 
of the Cathedral and is also the location of a mature 
Mulberry tree and trained grape vines. A wide variety 
of birds, stag beetles, bats and bees are spotted here. 

Replanting near the Cathedral’s West Front with pollinator 
friendly Roses, Geranium Rozanne, Echinops, Echinacea  
and Leucanthemum.

Verbena bonariensis by the West Door is a firm favourite 
with bees, butterflies and one of our best loved visitors, the 
hummingbird hawk-moth. 

• The Royal Chantry Garden provides more sheltered areas for 
wildlife. There is a composting area here as well as birdhouses for 
blue tits, robin nesters placed in ivy, a bug hotel and bird feeders 
which are regularly filled year-round. Stag beetles have been sighted 
and blue tits and robins regularly feed there.

• The Deanery Garden includes an orchard which is being 
developed with a meadow and more planting and habitats for 
pollinators like insect hotels.

• Canon Lane properties have private gardens with sections 
managed for wildlife. Areas of brambles and stinging nettles are left 
to grow in designated areas between paths.  There are also log piles, 
made from recycled wood from tree pruning, to provide shelter and 
habitats, birdboxes and leaf mould compost heaps. Stag beetle nests 
have been found in these areas in the dead standing wood. 

Flower Festival

Hannah Howell, Designer of the 2024 Festival of Flowers – 5 to 8 
June - recently demonstrated to over 100 flower arrangers from 
throughout the Diocese, how to arrange flowers using sustainable 
flower mechanics. As part of the Church of England’s target to be 
net zero by 2030, Chichester Cathedral is committed to deliver the 
next Festival of Flowers without using floral foam and has explored 
and invested in alternative methods. Hannah’s demonstration can 
be viewed on our website. Following the festival all flowers will be 
composted or dried. 

Energy & Lighting

The Cathedral has started a green energy tariff, ensuring that its 
operations are powered by renewable energy sources. A new lighting 
scheme has also been introduced, projected to reduce the Cathedral’s 
carbon footprint by an impressive 90%. Moreover, replacement of 
heat emitters with low-energy alternatives, alongside the installation 
of thermal insulation, draught excluders, and thermostatic radiator 
valves, demonstrates a commitment to energy efficiency.

Waste Management

We have adopted sustainable practices in materials usage, with 
Orders of Service and printed materials, including leaflets, now 
exclusively produced on re cycled paper—eliminating harsh 
bleach and harmful optical brightening agents. Collaborative efforts 
with local partners, such as Chichester District Council, ensure 
responsible waste management and recycling practices.

Transport 

To encourage sustainable transportation, the Cathedral encourages 
visitors to choose eco-friendly options such as public transport, 
walking, or biking. Participating in the Cathedral Cycle Route—
an initiative linking all 42 Church of England cathedrals—we are 
promoting greener travel options and prioritizing mental and 
physical wellbeing. 

As Chichester Cathedral moves toward a more sustainable future, we 
invite the community to join in this collective effort. The commitment 
to environmental stewardship transcends the walls of the Cathedral; 
it is a shared responsibility for the benefit of our collective home. We 
are grateful for the continued support of the community and look 
forward to a future marked by environmental consciousness and 
responsible stewardship.

……………………………………………………………….

Victoria Sutton, the Cathedral’s Estates Co-ordinator, also took the 
photographs

A leafmould compost heap in woodland south 
of the Cathedral recycles fallen leaves.

A Ginko biloba or Maidenhair tree in the Royal 
Chantry garden. Trees around the Cathedral 
are being mapped for their environmental 
benefits on the Treezilla website.

The grass bank near the Lady Chapel is left to 
grow long. ‘Weeds’ like yarrow attract ladybirds, 
hoverflies and other beneficial insects.
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An expansive view from The Trundle, 
looking down Chalkpit Lane towards the 
Cathedral and Chichester Harbour beyond.

Painting by Neil Holland 
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SAVING CENTRAL BOYS SCHOOL FOR COMMUNITY USE
John Templeton tells a story of bureaucracy counterbalanced by initiative
At the inaugural meeting of the Chichester society on 5 November 1973 David Goodman 
was elected as chairman and Tim Rooth as secretary. The executive committee was later 
expanded to include Margret Rule, director of Fishbourne Roman Palace and Canon 
Keith Walker, Precentor of Chichester Cathedral who became Vice Chairman. A 
series of groups was set up - an Action Group (later renamed the Planning Group), 
an Information Group to learn about councils and land ownerships, a Finance and 
Fundraising Group and a Community Group to identify community needs. The 
chairman of this last group, George Appleby, was soon to campaign to save the 
redundant Central Boys School from the bulldozers!

Political and planning context 

Until the nationwide reorganisation of local government on 1 April 1974 at which 
Chichester District Council was created, West Sussex County Council was the 
planning authority for the whole county (although some planning work was delegated 
to Chichester City Council). Detailed local plans were provided called Town Maps. 
Following a public inquiry in 1967 Chichester’s Town Map was confirmed in 1969 as 
the statutory plan for the city by the Minister of Housing and Local Government. The 
Town Map provided a rigid framework with zoning areas for housing, shopping, commerce, industry, public 
open space and highways. The major proposal was the construction of a dual carriageway ring road encircling 
the city just outside the historic city walls, with large gyratories at the four entries to the city centre. The project 
was to be constructed in stages and the first, the Avenue de Chartres across the Westgate Fields, had already 
been built in the early 1960’s. The next section was to have meant the demolition of most of Franklin Place - but 
these terraced properties were saved by David Goodman who at the public inquiry had proposed that the dual 
carriageway be located to the north, across Northgate car park. By 1974 the new road named Oaklands Way had 
been almost completed and the next stage, the Northgate Gyratory, was about to be commenced.

A threat

In January 1974 the Chichester Society became aware of a new threat needing urgent attention – a proposal to 
demolish the vacant Central Boys School. George Appleby who chaired the Society’s Community Group, was 
asked to investigate! This redundant primary school had been built in 1888 but was surplus to the County’s 
educational needs and had been sold to Chichester City Council in 1970 - who made it available for short term 

Originally a primary school built in 1888 it became a charity in 1975 named the New Park Community Association. 

This City Council plaque  
was awarded in 2020

Photo: New Park  
Community Centre

community use. As the school was zoned for public 
open space on Chichester’s Town Map, it was to be 
demolished to create the southern extension of Jubilee 
Park when New Park Road was due to be widened 
as a dual carriageway. On 1 April 1974 the school’s 
ownership transferred to the new District Council who 
declared it unsafe, cutting the electricity supply and 
making several organisations homeless. The Council 
was adamant and wouldn’t carry out essential repairs 
and continued with their plan to demolish the school, 
using the site for short-term parking. The open 
space idea originated in a 1949 report by planning 
consultant Thomas Sharp for Chichester City Council. 
This proposed a dual carriageway ring road with a 
belt of open space alongside the historic city walls. 
The County Council had endorsed these proposals in 
their Town Map and there was nothing to stop them! 

A new Community Centre 

George Appleby set up a committee of stakeholders involved at New Park with representatives of founder user 
groups including the Chichester Players whose Chairman Bill Jutton was also a member of the Chichester Society. 
The Chichester Observer supported this campaign, commenting that Chichester had neither a community centre 
nor a sports centre whereas many smaller towns and villages had both. The campaign was a success! The late 
Tony French, twice Mayor of the City and now also a District Councillor, called a meeting of interested parties 
and the Chichester Society was asked to take a leading part in the campaign, firstly to save the building from the 
bulldozers and to develop it as a Community Centre. The Society gave £500 towards funds and by July the District 
Council, now the planning authority for the City, had dropped plans to demolish the school and granted a 7-year 
lease to the new Association, which was extended in 1977 by a further 28 years. In 1975 the New Park Community 
Association was established as a registered charity with George Appleby as its Chairman and Bill Jutton as 
Treasurer. Its charitable purposes have continued as the provision of multi-purpose facilities for the people of 
Chichester and surrounding areas. George Appleby remains a Trustee to this day.

Over the next 30 years, new groups joined, more money was raised and with support from City and District 
Councils the Association upgraded the building and services. In 2005, in preparation for plans to expand the 
Centre by developing land north of the School, a new Charity was set up called the New Park Community & Arts 
Association, and funds from the original Charity were transferred to it. New Park Centre has become a vibrant 
community venue where over 80 groups, clubs and organisations hire facilities for arts, sports activities, hobbies 
and wellbeing services. It also became home to Chichester Cinema at New Park in 1986 and is renowned for its 
film programme, education services and annual international film festival. 

It’s important to emphasise that the Chichester Society did not act alone in this, its first campaign, but in concert 
with user groups and councillors 
led by Tony French and others. 
Nevertheless, the Society acted 
as a catalyst and played its part 
at a critical time to save Central 
Boys School from demolition. 
The subsequent growth and 
development of New Park 
Community Centre is another 
story which will be fully told when 
the charity celebrates its Golden 
Anniversary in 2025.

……………………………..

John Templeton is a member 
of the Society’s editorial team. 
Photographs by Brian Henham 
unless stated otherwise. Our 
thanks to Allison McDonald-
Hughes, Centre Manager, for her 
help with information on the New 
Park Centre

Seen on the elevation of New Park Centre, a plaque records 
the former school was built in 1888 on the foundations of a 
previous school dating to 1812

New Park Community Centre long ago when it was known as Chichester Central Boys 
School					         Photo: WSCC Record Office, ref PH 23641
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NOW AND THEN
The former tree-lined splendour of Market 
Road prompts Richard Childs to imagine 
their return to today’s treeless urban scene
It is hard to believe that this beautiful tree-lined 
avenue (see photo below) is Market Road. This view, 
probably from the 1890s looking south, shows the fine 
Victorian mansions in the distance on Cawley Road 
and there is a lady in late Victorian dress.

So, when were the trees planted and more intriguingly 
when and why were they removed? I am no expert on 
trees but reckon those in this photograph are about 
20 years old, so they might have been planted in the 
1870s. But they don’t appear on the 1875 Ordnance 
Survey (OS) map of Chichester, though if they had just 
been planted, they may have been too insignificant to 
have been recorded. However, neither do they appear 
on the 1896 OS. This begs the question – how large do 
trees have to be in order to appear on an OS map?

If you look closely, it appears as if there is a bandstand in 
the middle of the road which might have made through 
traffic a little difficult. I am told this is an optical illusion 
formed by the canopy of the trees and the fact that the 
trunks of those on the curve at the junction with Cawley 
Road give the impression of a circle of columns.

So how do we solve the mystery of these trees? Since 
digitisation of the Chichester Observer by the British 
Library and its accessibility online via Find My Past, 
it is possible to do some sophisticated searches for 
newspaper articles using keywords. As a result, 

some questions can be answered. In January 1896 the 
City Council debated planting trees in St Pancras. One 
councillor referred to the pleasant ‘Madeira Walk’ on 
the tree-lined Market Road. This date fits nicely with the 
photograph. In August 1903 the City Council expressed 
concern about damage to the roots of the trees on 
Market Road caused by the Gas Company’s works. 
Finally, in February 1926 the City Council expressed 
its condolences to the widow of a man who was killed 
during tree removal work on Market Road. My guess is 
that by 1926 the lime trees, would have been about 50 
years old and too large and cramped. Still, it is a shame 
that today we have a relatively treeless streetscape on 
Market Road and Market Avenue. Would readers like 
trees to return to this part of Chichester?

Photo: author’s collection, circa 1890

Photo: Brian Henham

ADMIRE THIS TAPESTRY AT CHICHESTER CATHEDRAL
Brian Henham recommends two exhibitions on display until the end of April
Pallant House Gallery together with Chichester Cathedral, are celebrating the life and work of the nomadic British 
romantic artist John Craxton. A major exhibition at the Gallery, ‘John Craxton: A Modern Odyssey’, traces Craxton’s 
artistic journey from his early works created during wartime Britain, to dramatic paintings influenced by his later 
life in Greece; whilst the Cathedral hosts a monumental tapestry commissioned by the University of Stirling, 
designed by Craxton in 1975 and made by the Dovecot Weavers in Edinburgh.

The Cathedral provides a fitting temporary home for the tapestry, as Craxton sang in the choir whilst a pupil at the 
Prebendal School in the 1930s. ‘Landscape with the Elements’ is amongst the largest and most complex tapestries 
ever to be produced in Scotland and took six weavers over a year to complete. It is a prime example of Craxton’s 
love of landscapes and passion for the spirit of Greece. As Ian Collins, Craxton’s biographer and curator of the 
Pallant House exhibition explains:

‘Although a tribute to Scottish craftsmanship, the Craxton tapestry is all about the seasonal and diurnal life of 
Greece… Mediterranean sun and moon dominate the changing scene. Earth is suggested by Cretan rocks, plants 
and trees. Air by a flying bird. Water by rain, waterfall and Aegean-like sea, and Fire by flames which have set the 
top of the tree alight and by smoke changing into clouds. Loving Greek mythology as much as archaeology… it 
shows the enormous impact on the artist of Byzantine mosaics.’

The Pallant House exhibition will run until 21 April 2024 and the tapestry will remain at the cathedral until 18 April 
2024. The two combine to provide a fascinating insight into the life and work of this remarkable artist and his early 
association with Chichester and Selsey adds particular relevance. An opportunity not to be missed.
……………………………………………………………………….
Brian Henham is a member of the Society’s editorial team.

The entire tapestry can be seen at Chichester Cathedral where it is on display in the North Transept until 18 April     Photo: Brian Henham
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CREATING A SAFE ROUTE CONNECTING WITH  

New path near the former Singleton Station
Photo: courtesy of the SDNPA

THE NATIONAL PARK 
Colin Carré is project manager for 
extending the Centurion Way, a shared-
use path along the former Chichester 
to Midhurst Railway Line. Here he gives 
an update on the work so far.
Since the National Park was created in 2010, one of our 
aims has been to provide a Park that’s for everyone with 
improved access to the countryside. Freedom to just go 
for a walk or get on a bike and enjoy one of the finest 
landscapes in England is more important than ever in this 
busy world we live in. The Centurion Way is one of the 
National Park’s flagship access projects. It’s an opportunity 
to provide a walking and cycling path for people of all 
fitness and mobility levels – taking people from bustling 
Chichester right into the heart of the National Park. We’ve 
built on the successes of the past by extending the route 
in phases each of which has involved lots of different 
stakeholders. We hope the whole route will have been 
completed by the end of 2026. Steady progress is being 
made one stage at a time:

•	 First, we opened a 2 km extension in 2015, taking it 
as far as West Dean Tunnel. Since then, we’ve been 
working with several partners and landowners to 
extend the route from West Dean to Cocking and link 
up with the 100-mile long South Downs Way National 
Trail. 

•	 Work on the section from Singleton Station to 
Cucumber Farm was completed last autumn and is 
scheduled to open later in 2024. 

•	 Another expected completion is a new ramp at West 
Dean School with a spring opening – it will provide 
access from Centurion Way into West Dean.

•	 Construction through Wellhanger Copse to 
Littlewood Farm is now expected later in 2024 as our 
plans for this phase have recently been rescheduled 
due to ecological constraints.

•	 We’re concentrating this year on completing the 
section between Singleton Station and West Dean 
School.

There is no doubt that constructing this route is a 
challenging undertaking for we are building to high 
standards. Our hope is that progress achieved in 2023 will 
be repeated in 2024 and by the end of the year we will have 
completed and opened far more of the route. However, 
none of this would have been possible without the active 
support and willingness of the West Dean Estate (Edward 
James Foundation) and the National Trust. We would also 
like to acknowledge the co-operation and patience of local 
residents and tenants, who are impacted directly by the 
construction activities. A page on our website has been 
created where people can keep up to date on the project 
and any changes to the construction plans. There’s also a 
useful question and answer section – see  
www.southdowns.gov.uk/centurion-way.

WEST DEAN
To Chichester

A286
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To Goodwood
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CENTURION WAY EXTENSION
Phase 2 in 9 sections
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ARE YOU FASCINATED BY CHICHESTER’S RICH HISTORY? 
Chichester Local History Society may be just the place for you.  
Alan Green explains why.
Chichester Local History Society was founded in 1985 by like-minded 
people with the aim of fostering interest in, and carrying out research 
into, the long history of the City of Chichester. Over the years it has 
grown in strength and broadened its activities and is affiliated to 
the British Association for Local History. We meet ten times a year 
from September to June, on the second Wednesday of the month at 
7.30 pm at the New Park Centre, to hear lectures on a wide variety 
of topics given by visiting and in-house speakers. In July, instead of 
a lecture, a visit to a place of interest or a guided walk is arranged. 
Recent past visits include Midhurst, Graylingwell and a guided cruise 
along Chichester Canal.

Publications

The Society publishes an annual journal, Chichester History 
containing a variety of articles giving members the opportunity to 
publish their research and building up a rich resource for future 
historians. Members all receive a free copy. Since 2012, we have 
been publishing the New Chichester Papers. The original Chichester 
Papers, published between 1955 and 1968 by the former Chichester 
City Council, were monographs dealing with particular aspects of the 
city’s history. The New Chichester Papers continue that tradition and 
are a joint venture with the University of Chichester. 

There are currently 12 titles in print and there are a further three in 
the pipe line. A full list of titles can be found on the Society’s website 
and they can be purchased from Kim’s Bookshop, West Sussex 
Record Office and the Novium Museum. During Lockdown, when 
meetings had to cease, we issued a monthly newsletter in order to 
keep in touch with the membership, each one including short articles 
written by members of the Committee.

A vast knowledge

Our combined membership holds a 
vast knowledge of Chichester, and 
we frequently receive via our website 
enquiries from members of the public 
about Chichester people, places and 
things. Between us we can usually 
provide an answer - or at least point 
them in the right direction! 

The Society’s website, 
chichesterlocalhistorysociety.org.uk, 
contains information about current 
activities and a Blog including some 
topical articles. It also houses the all-
important membership form which 
can be downloaded. I hope I may have 
managed to whet your appetite  
– a warm welcome awaits you!
………………………
Alan Green is the Society’s Programme 
Secretary and Editor of the New 
Chichester Papers.

The most recent New Chichester 
Paper title is Bishop’s Palace Garden, 
Chichester: A History by Society Member 
Brian Hopkins. 

As with all NCP titles it reflects original 
research into a previously-unexplored 
aspect of Chichester‘s history and has 
proved a best seller.

Identifying mystery views is part of our bread and butter – can you spot where 
this is ? (We do know the answer !!)
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SHARING WAYS TO IMPROVE CHICHESTER
A seminar will be held in June at the Assembly Room on the theme Your 
Ideas for Our City. It’s to celebrate the Society’s 50th anniversary and we 
look forward to seeing your there! Anthony Quail sets the scene.
Add this date in your diary – Monday 17 June from 7.00 to 9.00 pm. The occasion is free but booking 
a ticket through the Novium Museum Box Office is essential – because this event is part of this year’s 
Festival of Chichester. But why hold this on Monday 17 June? Because in 1974, exactly 50 years ago 
to the day, there was an amazing ‘Town Meeting’ at Chichester Cathedral which over 1,500 people 
attended to express their anger at plans for new roads that meant demolishing lots of the city’s housing. 
The occasion is described in Tim Rooth’s Saving our City (Woodfield 2015), that includes a quote from 
the Evening Argus of 18 June: ‘Chichester’s 900-year old Cathedral hadn’t seen anything like it for 
years – if ever. People stood five deep in the aisles last night. They jammed the nave. They squashed 
into the choir stalls’. The Chichester Observer reported on an emotion-charged meeting that ‘in such 
surroundings… was a kind of planning appeal to a higher authority.’

To remember this dramatic occasion we are holding a public meeting at the Assembly Room to review 
what Chichester should do today, at a time of great change. Our elected councillors have plans but your 
Society thinks this city’s residents must have the opportunity to express their views as well. 

Monday 17 June is that opportunity! For the rest of this article we are listing some of the matters that 
you may want to raise on the 17 June – and which our elected representatives are already thinking about.

WE NEED A GOOD BUS STATION 

There’s agreement among many that this town 
should have an up-to-date bus station with all 
facilities either in its current location or sited by 
the railway station – thus making a combined 
transport hub. But we hear that bus companies 
would rather close the existing bus station and 
relocate bus stops along Avenue de Chartres. 
Should councillors insist on retaining a 
modern bus station?

Illustration by Andrew Bain

RELOCATE THE TOURIST INFORMATION 
OFFICE 

The TIC was previously in South Street but was 
moved to The Novium in Tower Street. Yet many 
people, visitors especially, cannot easily find 
the TIC. A more accessible location could be a 
solution, perhaps placed behind the City Council 
arches in North Street. Is this a problem? 

CREATE A CONFERENCE CENTRE WITH 
HOTEL 

There is a case for building upon Chichester’s 
location on the South Coast to promote a service 
economy by developing a conference centre 
combined with an hotel. Good for business and 
good for the town. Various city-centre locations 
can be considered. Is a conference centre 
needed?

PUBLIC SPACES TO BE CLEAN AND TIDY 

Lack of public finance means our councils cannot 
afford to maintain parts of Chichester in good 
and neat condition. The Via Ravenna pedestrian 
underpass is one such example – where the 
County Council refuses to clean up extensive 
graffiti. Is there a solution?

Photo: Anthony Quail

A NEW MUSIC VENUE WOULD BE A BOON 

Chichester benefits greatly by the presence of 
the Festival Theatre, Pallant House Gallery and 
the Oxmarket – and has done so for decades. 
All have resulted from individual rather than 
council initiative, though councils have made a 
vital contribution. A new music venue can be 
encouraged by long-term planning to host all 
types of music – classic concerts, yes, but also jazz 
and a full range of popular gigs. Ownership and 
management would most likely be independent 
and charitable, if we look to existing cultural 
venues. Is the time now right to seriously 
think about this? 

A NEW BRIDGE OVER PRIORY ROAD 

The City Walls are part of Chichester’s distinctive 
history and ‘walking the walls’ is one of the 
pleasant activities to be enjoyed. Designing and 
building a new pedestrian bridge across Priory 
Road would allow walkers to continue easily from 
Priory Park to the East Walls, without diverting 
as at present. Would residents support a 
pedestrian bridge? 

 
Illustration by Andrew Bain

PEDESTRIANISE WEST STREET?

Should buses be excluded from this part of the 
city centre so that West Street has safe space for 
people and events? How important is this to 
achieve? 

HIGHER DENSITY HOUSING IN THE CITY 
CENTRE 

As everyone knows, there is massive 
development on the fields around Chichester, 
usually low density and suburban in style. There 
is an opportunity to plan housing development 
in the city centre at a higher density, a policy that 
ought to be firmly applied by the District Council 
as planning authority. Is this proposal supported 
by residents? 

Illustration by Andrew Bain

CYCLE ROUTES ACROSS CHICHESTER 

There has been considerable discussion but not 
much to show for our collective efforts! Centurion 
Way works as a combined footpath and cycle 
route but there are many other parts of Chichester 
where cycle routes should be planned and 
marked on our roads. Do residents support 
these initiatives?

SHOP SIGNAGE TO MATCH THE CITY’S 
HERITAGE 

Policies exist to promote shop signs appropriate 
to the character of the city centre, but these are 
policies the District Council as the planning 
authority implements informally because they are 
discretionary rather than mandatory. While some 
retail companies are careful with their signage, 
some are not – and the result isn’t pretty! Is this 
important? What do residents think?

IMPROVE THE CITY CENTRE’S STREET 
SURFACES 

There have been reports on the need to resurface 
our deteriorating pedestrian precincts – mainly in 
North, South, East and West Streets. Residents and 
visitors are tripping and injuring themselves. The 
problem is cost (some estimates put this at nearly 
£20 million for a pukka job) and responsibility 
– because West Sussex County Council is the 
statutory highway authority; but they have run 
out of money! Would residents welcome a 
coloured tarmac surface if this is much 
cheaper?

 
IS CHICHESTER A ‘15-MINUTE CITY’? 
Urban communities where residents can 
walk to what they need to live enjoyable 
lives – shops, medical facilities, sport and 
leisure. This is an idea that’s emerged in 
recent years. Do we experience this in 
Chichester? What do you think?
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