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Would the City’s East Walls be improved with a pedestrian bridge over Priory Road?  
Should this idea be included in the Neighbourhood Plan?  To give your views see 
contacts at the bottom of page 2.               Illustration by Andrew Bain
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YOUR EMAIL
Are you certain that  

ChiSoc has your up-to-date  

ADDRESS?
Without it, the Society  

cannot invite you to social  
and other events!

If you think we may have an 
out-of-date email address for 

you, please send your  
up-to-date email address to 

the Membership Secretary at

membership@
chichestersociety.org.uk

MANY THANKS

DROWNING IN HOUSING 
Government changes to housing numbers - 
what this means for Chichester
The Chichester Society has grave concerns that new ideas for housing 
numbers and future planning will be disastrous for the Chichester area. What 
is coming is likely to be the biggest upset since Britain’s planning system was 
established 73 years ago. We shall be overwhelmed by housing development. 

When Chichester District Council, our planning authority, agreed a Local 
Plan in 2015, it provided for 435 new homes a year. Just five years later, the 
Local Plan Review increased this to 628 annually, a 44 % increase. It gets 
worse. Based on the Government’s ideas (see Changes to the Planning 
System and Planning for the Future published August 2020) new ways of 
calculating housing need for the Chichester District will mean an increase 
from 628 to 995 every year for the foreseeable future; that’s more than twice 
the rate estimated only 5 years ago. This is drowning in new housing. 

We simply do not have sufficient land for new development on this scale 
without wrecking what we treasure. The Chichester area is notable for its 
designated natural assets, in particular the South Downs and our harbours. 
Sites for new homes can only lie between these glorious natural assets, on 
agricultural land either side of the A27. Building a thousand new homes 
every year in this area is neither logical nor common sense. To do this 
will be a catastrophe for Chichester and its ancient network of villages. 
The Chichester Society expects our elected representatives to help us 
challenge this. Readers who want to read more about this looming disaster 
should refer to the Society’s website at www.chichestersociety.org.uk where 
they will find a longer article. 

Christopher Mead-Briggs
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TONY FRENCH MBE
We remember Tony French who 
died in August. He was awarded 
Freedom of the City in 2019 for 40 
years’ service to the community, 
was Mayor of Chichester in 1985 
and 2011, and Chairman of the 
District Council 1995 to 1999. Tony 
engaged with the Chichester 
Society from the outset. Early in 
1974 (our first year) he called a 
meeting of concerned groups, 
including the Society, to save the 

former Central Boys School in New Park Road from demolition; 
the Society then helped him take the lead in setting up the New 
Park Community Association. Later in 1974 Tony joined fellow 
councillors of the new District Council to reject controversial 
proposals for commercial development at Chapel and Crane 
Streets. A memorial service to celebrate Tony’s life will be held 
when Covid restrictions allow.

UNDERSTANDING 
LAVANT
Richard Childs recommends an entertaining 
read this Christmas season

For a Chichester resident Lavant can mean a 
number of things: a stop after a pleasant walk 
up Centurion Way; a drink or meal at the Earl of 
March or the Royal Oak; or a passing glimpse 
while driving to West Dean and Midhurst. But 
for local historian and long-term Chichester 
resident Andrew Berriman, Lavant has come 
to mean much more, because Andrew played 
cricket on the village green for many years 
and came to know the place well. Following 
retirement in 2009 he wrote some 50 articles for 
the parish magazine, Lavant News and these 
form the basis of this book.

As Andrew says in his preface, ‘This is a book 
for dipping into.’ Articles range broadly: from 
famous people such as Cobbett and Belloc who 
commented on Lavant; notable residents of the 
village; the more important buildings and their 
history - churches, pubs and the school; sport 
and miscellaneous memories are all recalled in 
its pages. In Search of Lavant is well-illustrated 
and includes fascinating photos of the old 
railway station.

If you are looking around for a Christmas 
present, this is a really enjoyable read, even 
for those with only a fleeting knowledge of the 
village. In Search of Lavant, priced at £10, is 
available from Kim’s Bookshop on South Street 
and the Novium Museum; or can be purchased 
direct from Andrew by phoning 01243 528845 or 
emailing Andrew.berriman@gmail.com

CHICHESTER NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 
Richard Plowman, Chichester’s Mayor, wants your views on a proposal to re-develop Bishop Luffa School 

The Chichester Neighbourhood Plan, drawn up by the City Council, is making good progress. It’s a people’s plan and 
residents will get to vote on it in a referendum. But before that, I want to present one proposal which has emerged in 
current discussions. We should really like to hear your views about this - see the contact addresses below.

Land-swop

The Neighbourhood Plan covers all five of Chichester’s 
Wards and these include both the first and second phases 
of the new Whitehouse Farm development. An interesting 
land-swop proposal has been put forward by Councillor 
Julian Joy, an architect who has worked on similar 
projects. His idea is that Bishop Luffa School, located at 
the southern end of Whitehouse Farm, would move to 
a new site immediately west of Centurion Way, a move 
that would take place during Whitehouse Farm’s second 
phase. There are several benefits to this: 

•	 A brand new state-of-the-art energy-efficient campus to 
replace the existing rambling buildings which require 
extensive repair work. 

•	 Purpose-designed sports facilities, out of hours lecture 
halls and drama facilities all of which could be made 
available for use by the community

•	 The existing school site becomes a new residential 
development that’s close to the city centre and 
accessible by walking and cycling

•	 Fits with the City Council’s climate change emergency 
plans for carbon neutrality by 2030.

•	 Centurion Way’s route next to the School is mostly 
unchanged

•	 Land becomes available to solve two transport 
problems: the Chichester to Emsworth cycle route; and 
a new access road to Whitehouse Farm from the south.

Financing the school

How might this new school be funded? The solution is 
relatively simple and depends on the present school’s site 
value to build around 300 new homes. Miller and Vistry 
Homes, the developers for Whitehouse Farm, have to be 
persuaded this is a viable proposal. Austen Hindman, Bishop 
Luffa’s present Head, is very supportive and has stated:

“The proposal for a land swap would transform the 
experience of students at Bishop Luffa School and provide 
opportunities for the local community. The older buildings 
at Bishop Luffa School are no longer fit for purpose and 
are costing the tax-payer large amounts of money to 
maintain. A new school building funded by the land swap 
would be a cost-effective way of investing in our children’s 
future. Importantly, the land swap would significantly 
reduce the carbon footprint of the school. The charity 
Business2Schools has offered to make the new building 
a flagship school that only uses furniture and equipment 
donated by businesses. Normally a new school building 
begins a cycle of purchasing cheap equipment, wearing 
it out and sending it to landfill. Families in Chichester don’t 
want cheap, short term solutions. The land swap is a bold 
plan that would benefit a whole community.”

Do you agree that moving Bishop Luffa School to the 
adjoining fields could be a solution to many related 
problems? The Neighbourhood Plan team would like to 
know your thoughts: it’s your plan after all. There are two 
ways in which you can submit your views: 
• By email to  r.plowman@chichestercity.gov.uk  
• f facebook.com/groups/ChichesterCityNeighbourhoodPlan 

Envisaging the new Bishop Luffa School paid for by a land-swop arrangement             Artist impression courtesy of Noviun Architects Chichester
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Carving an entablature as part of the portico at a private residence, London 



ISSUE NUMBER 206 - DEC 2020 ISSUE NUMBER 206 - DEC 2020

Keep up to date at www.chichestersociety.org.uk and on Twitter @chi_soc Read earlier editions at www.chichestersociety.org.uk/past-newsletters/Page 4 Page 5

REMEMBERING CHICHESTER’S VE + VJ DAYS 1945
A vivid diary record of events in the closing weeks of WW2: John Templeton explains
For fifty years my father wrote a personal diary every night before going to bed and I have a complete set of his diaries 
from 1920 to 1971. I have been reading his 1945 diary to see what he wrote about the final months of World War II. We 
were living near Brandy Hole Copse and although only a three year old toddler I have several distinct memories: the 
fearful sound of the air raid siren from the Royal Sussex barracks, the anti-aircraft guns at Huntersrace, and being 
taken out of my cot to spend the rest of the night with my parents in our Morrison shelter. My father’s diary was simply 
his own personal notes of the happenings of the day, mainly about the family and his work as a doctor but also about 
the War as it was reaching its climax.  I have picked out some of his comments, mainly about the War and the Victory 
celebrations but also interspersed with comments about family events which I hope will be of interest and amusement. 
These extracts are the exact words he wrote verbatim day by day.

JANUARY

2 Anxious time re German counter attacks 
in Holland. Fighting very severe: outcome 
doubtful 

22  Russian eastern offensive, amazing progress

FEBRUARY

6  Russian offensive nearing Berlin

MARCH

6  Allied forces into Cologne and almost up the 
Rhine along the western front. Russians most 
successful on eastern front

24  Two crossings of the Rhine: North - 
Montgomery, South - Patton

30  Extensive penetration into Germany and very 
little real opposition. Incessant bombing of 
Germany day and night

8 Public holiday: ‘VE Day’. Bee swarm still on tree. 
Fixed flagpole in centre flower bed on lawn. 
Fixed struts. Hoisted two flags - Red Ensign 
and Scots National. Broadcast statement by Mr 
Churchill at 3pm. Formal proclamation of end 
of War. Unconditional surrender of Germany 
to allies. Scything in afternoon and evening. 
Celebrations in town - bands, fireworks, siren 
‘all clear’, church bells till midnight, searchlights 
and floodlighting Cathedral. 9pm broadcast by 
King. Very warm day, thundery and close. 

13 Mr Churchill on wireless at 9pm 

JUNE 

28 Car to garage for first basic ration of petrol

JULY

5 General election - voting. To County Hall office 
at 10am. Nearly all County hall staff on duty for 
election. John bathing in sea at Felpham, first time

26 General election result on wireless at 6pm. 
Labour Government with large majority - Mr 
Churchill resigned premiership!

AUGUST

7 Atomic bomb on Japan. Appalling!!

11 Terms to Japan - unconditional surrender. No 
news re reaction of Japan

15 Woken by church bells ringing from 1 to 2 am. 
Victory - Japan surrendered. Up till 3.30am. 7am 
news on wireless. Confirmed surrender. VJ DAY 
HOLIDAY. Heavy rain all morning. Flags up 
again after lunch

16 VJ + 1 DAY HOLIDAY Clearing bushes from 
around greenhouse and scything. Weeding and 
bonfire in evening. Clearing out tank of motor 
mower

18 Car run to Harting Hill and out on Downs, on via 
Buriton, Petersfield (tea in car at Heath Pond), on 
via Elsted, Treyford, Midhurst (to Cowdray gates) 
and back home direct. To town at 9.15pm, John 
in pyjamas and dressing gown, to see Cross 
and Cathedral floodlit, very effective. John very 
thrilled to see car lights and street lights as well. 
Home at 10pm

19 (Sunday) Car to Cathedral for Thanksgiving 
Service for end of War at 3pm. John taken out as 
unable to settle and Freda and he in porch for 
most of time

Washington Street in festive mood for VE Day 1945              Photo: with thanks to Ken Green

Chichester Cathedral lit-up on VE Day, 8 May 1945 - no more 
blackout.     Photo: By kind permission of  West Sussex Record 
Office PH 30788/151

Celebrating VE Day with a street party in Chichester. This is 
High Street, Somerstown, later demolished in 1963   Photo: By 
kind permission of West Sussex Record Office PH 16650

APRIL 

12  President Roosevelt USA died suddenly

15  Extremely warm day like mid-summer: 96 degrees 
in Straits of Dover

22 Berlin almost entered by Russians and Americans 
closing in on west

23  Blackout lifted except within 5 miles of the coast

26 Berlin surrounded by Russians, Americans very 
near. Rumour of unconditional surrender by 
Germany - but to British and Americans only!!

30 Mussolini executed. Hitler?? unknown 

MAY 

2 Report of Hitler’s death in Berlin. Germany almost 
over-run.

5 Unconditional surrender of Germany in NW 
Germany, Holland and Denmark 

6 Further evidence of local unconditional surrender 
in central Germany 

From then on, my father’s diary for 1945 makes no mention 
of either the War or of the new political situation! 

Hopefully some Cicestrians will be keeping a personal 
diary of the events of 2020, surely of interest to future 
generations as I hope my father’s diary has been to 
Cicestrians of today. For explanation of any of these diary 
extracts, the Imperial War Museum website will be of help.
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MONITORING WILDLIFE IN A CHICHESTER GARDEN
The variety is amazing as Brian Henham discovers in a survey during the lockdown
Lock-down! No more wildlife photography for me for the foreseeable future. A chance to catch up with my reading 
perhaps? All those beautiful books in my bookcase about the Sussex countryside by wonderful naturalists – Tickner 
Edwards, Barclay Wills and of course WH Hudson. Our own Richard Williamson – how fortunate we are to have such 
an eminent naturalist and prolific author living in our midst. Then, through the kitchen window I spotted a butterfly – my 
first of the season – a Red Admiral that had survived the winter and was paying a visit to our small town-house garden. 
What other creatures I wondered, were living in or would visit our garden during the forthcoming period of isolation. It 
seemed a very good time to find out.

My 14-week survey

Over the next 14 weeks my camera and I were 
inseparable as I photographed everything that moved! 
Butterflies and moths, bugs and beetles, the beauty 
and the beast. When it got dark I became immersed in 
reference books, whilst outside, my newly acquired light-
trap encouraged night-flying moth visitors to rest awhile 
until morning, when I was able to photograph them 
before releasing them unharmed.

Despite what it may seem however, it was not all total 
chaos – there was a serious side to my project. If you 
look online you will find a website called iRecord. To 
quote from their website, their goal “is to make it easier 
for wildlife sightings to be collated, checked by experts 
and made available to support research and decision-
making at local and national levels.” By joining iRecord 
you can “… make a real contribution to science and 
conservation.” I joined.

Starting 24 March 

So it was that on 24th March I photographed and 
recorded my first creature, a Nursery-web spider. By the 
end of the day I had added five more – a 7-spot ladybird, 
a 14-spot ladybird, a Hover-fly, a White-tailed bumblebee 
and a Bee-fly. 

The days grew longer, the wind abated, the mercury rose 
and the action increased! Birds flew in and out collecting 
nesting material, a ‘thieving magpie’ taking a liking to 
the coir coconut fibre lining our wall baskets. On sunny 
days in early April two different species of mining bee, 
the Grey and the Yellow-legged, flew over the wall and 
posed for a photo. Garden spiders were busy building 
webs, whilst their distant cousins the Zebra spiders were 
jumping on unsuspecting prey from their lair in the bark 
of a cordyline tree. 

A Box-bug arrived which I had wrongly identified and was 
corrected by iRecord. The poor old box plant is a sitting 

duck these days – the very attractive Box-tree moth turned 
up at the end of May. Last year the caterpillars of this moth 
stripped two ornamental box bushes in our garden and the 
moth has been classified as a major garden pest by the RHS.

Early May usually produces the Cockchafer beetle, 
otherwise known as the May-bug and I was not surprised 
when one crash-landed at my feet – they tend to be rather 
clumsy creatures! What did surprise me however, was 
when several Mayflies arrived, both the two tailed and the 
three-tailed species. I discovered that a near neighbour has 
a pond, from where later on, a Water Boatman landed on 
our glass-topped garden table, mistaking it for water!

By now I was recording several new species each day and 
the light-trap was repaying my investment. To most people, 
moths are little brown jobs that crash into car headlamps 
or arrive uninvited in the living-room on a warm summer’s 
night. They then hurl themselves at the light, disturbing 
clouds of dust from the lampshade. In fact, many moths are 
delicately marked and beautifully coloured, which seems 
strange as most of them fly in the dark when nobody can 
appreciate them. During the 14-weeks of my survey, I had 
over 60 different species of moth visit our garden, which 
considering that period included cold weather in March 
and April, is quite surprising, particularly when you know 
that our garden is just 500 metres from the Market Cross. 
My particular favourites are the Hawkmoths and we have 
had five visit us – Lime Hawk, Poplar Hawk, Privet Hawk, 
Elephant Hawk and Small Elephant Hawk.

Over 150 cohabitants!

The variety of creatures has been amazing. By far the 
ugliest were the weevils and they can do a lot of damage 
too. The most amusing? The three Chafer species of beetle 
(Cockchafer, Rose Chafer and Summer Chafer) head the 
list of comedians followed closely by the pompous Stag 
beetle, an ungainly fellow who tries so hard to look tough. 
The most inquisitive? The Hoverflies that follow you around 
to see what you are up to. The most secretive? Some of the 
different species of spider that hide under flowerpots and 
scuttle quickly away when their hideout is removed. The 
most irritating? The midges and mosquitos that become so 
annoying on a warm summer evening. The most colourful? 
The butterflies that float gracefully from flower to flower. 
The busiest? The honeybee, so vital for pollination and 
sadly in trouble; together with the rotund bumblebee, the 
Falstaff of the insect world. Finally, having recorded and 
photographed well over 150 different creatures during 
our period of isolation, which were the most welcome? All 
of them, because together they create the diversity and 
ecology of our Chichester garden.

So as the chains of Lock-down are gradually released 
and the gate from our garden opens up once again 
into the world beyond, what have I learnt from my close 
encounter with Nature? Firstly how little I really knew about 
the creatures that we share our life with. Secondly how 
rewarding it can be to pause for a while and look more 
closely at the world we live in. Finally but most important 
of all, how remarkable and wonderful Nature is and how 
delicate is the balance that holds it together. If we do 
nothing else in our lives, we must protect it with love and 
understanding for the sake of generations to come.

All photography taken by Brian Henham during lockdownA Chichester town garden where over 150 different creatures were recorded over 14-weeks from 24 March. This picture was taken in June.

Elephant Hawkmoth (Deilephila elpenor), one of five 
different hawkmoth visitors to the light trap and one of 
the most beautiful.

Two-tailed Mayfly (Siphlonurus lacustris) ‘on a May morning’ – 
more familiar to a fly-fisherman than a Chichester gardener!

Rose Chafer beetle (Cetonia aurata) clumsy but beautiful, 
it gleams like burnished brass in the sunshine.

Male Stag beetle (Lucanus cervus) which like deer during 
the rutting season, locks antlers with other males but is not 
so fearsome as it looks.
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SHIP BUILDING IN CHICHESTER HARBOUR
Christopher Mead Briggs tells how this tradition continued until very recently 
When talking about Chichester Harbour, there’s much to say about marine wildlife and leisure sailing, but ship building? 
It may surprise readers to know that this trade dates back centuries, much of it at Itchenor. This story begins in the 
seventeenth century and carries through to the present day.

YEAR LAUNCHED NAME CLASS GUNS BUILT BY KEEL BEAM TONS

1745 Hornet Merlin 10 Chitty & Quallett 73’ 9” 26’ 4” 272

1746 Arundel Frigate, 6th rate 24 Vernon & Chitty 90’ 10” 32’ 6” 509

1747 Penzance Frigate, 5th rate 44 Vernon & Chitty 109’ 4” 37’ 7” 823

1749 Hind Frigate, 6th rate 24 Vernon & Chitty 91’ 10” 32’ 3” 510

1748 Tavistock Lighter No 1 - Vernon & Chitty 63’ 3” 20’ 2” 112

1748 Saltash Lighter No 2 - Vernon & Chitty 64’ 1” 20’ 2” 110

1783 Goodwood Sloop - Ordered by Duke of Richmond - - -

1784 Nautilus Gun Sloop 16 Crookenden, Taylor & Smith 84’ 3” 27’ 7” 345

1785 Chichester Frigate, 5th rate 44 Crookenden, Taylor & Smith 115’ 38’ 4” 901

1787 Hartwell East Indiaman 26 Crookenden, Taylor & Smith 151’ 2” 38’ 938

1787 Belvedere East Indiaman 26 Crookenden, Taylor & Fiott 151’ 9” 39ft 988

1800 Transit Barquentine - designed by Richard Hall Gower 102’ 6” 22’ 195

1806 Richmond Gun-brig 12 Kidwell & Greensword 69’ 10” 22’ 2” 183

1808 HMS Pelorus Brig-Sloop 16 Kidwell 77’ 3” 30’ 7” 385

1810 HMS Pyramus Frigate, 5th rate 36 Kidwell & Greensword 117’ 2” 38’ 5” 920

1809 HMS Curacoa Frigate 36 Kidwell 122’ 38’ 4” 953

This schedule illustrates the variety of craft built at Itchenor shipyards during the last half of the eighteenth century and into the nineteenth. 
Source: Author’s researches

Our earliest records suggest there was an established 
shipyard at Itchenor in October 1616 and that by the end 
of that century Royal Naval vessels carrying up to 70 guns 
were commissioned to be built. No doubt Itchenor was 
chosen because it is sheltered from south west gales, and 
the water was sufficiently deep. An intriguing story from 
the seventeenth century concerns the 148-ton Fubs which 
sailed into Chichester Harbour in 1683 with Charles II 
accompanied by his Breton mistress Louise de Kerouaille. 
Records show it was skippered by Master Darley whose 
family has long been associated with Itchenor, and which 
continues today as Judi Darley works at the Harbour 
Conservancy - whose office, readers may know, is at 
Itchenor. Now jump to the eighteenth century and we learn 
of Itchenor’s continuing association with ship building 
because a chart dated 1786 shows two slipways in the 
village. An example of what was being built at that time is 
the Transit, a five mast barquetine 102 feet long launched 
in Itchenor in May 1800. In 1801, after her trials, the fifth 
mast was removed and the foremast placed further aft 
turning her into an efficient 4 mast barquetine that traded 
in the Mediterranean for several years.

Oak was vital

Of great importance was the availability of the slow 
growing oak tree (Quercus robur) considered the finest 

material for shipbuilding. Its availability narrowed 
the choice to four counties in England -- Surrey, Kent, 
Hampshire, and Sussex -- and the best specimens came 
from the forests of Sussex. At that time a shipyard would 
have been laid with massive timbers from thirty to fifty feet 
in length, and some six to ten feet apart depending upon 
the size of ships to provide a strong foundation laid from 
the water’s edge, very like a massive set of ‘railway ties’ 
leading inshore to distances in excess of the length of 
ship. The upper side of these timbers were hewn smooth 
and flat, and might well be floored over with planks from 
four to nine inches in thickness.

There was almost always a blacksmith or ‘shipsmith’s’ 
shop for the production of iron fittings necessary for the 
vessel, and sometimes a smaller shop where skilled 
carvers worked on the ship’s figurehead, wheel, and 
sternboards. There were the ‘sawpits’ where timbers were 
sawn into lumber, with all the work of forming the timbers 
and planks done by hand. The saw pit was in extensive 
use with planks and other timbers being cut over the pit 
with long two-man saws. One man stood on the timber 
or above it, while another man was in the sawpit. The 
shaping of the timbers was accomplished mostly by 
the use of a variety of adzes, and broad-axes, each one 
especially designed for a specific purpose.

When Itchenor was busy 

It was in the eighteenth century that the yards 
in Itchenor were especially busy. Between the 
1740’s and the early 1800’s records indicate that 
at least 16 ships were built. Of these the majority 
were Naval vessels including four 5th rate frigates 
of 44 guns and two East Indiamen with 26 guns. 
Because of the shoal patches in the entrance 
of Chichester Harbour, vessels were built and 
then towed to Portsmouth dockyard for fitting out 
with masts, spars, hemp and guns. An article 
in the Morning Chronicle dated 22nd March 
1813 records that the Government was about to 
increase the number of naval vessels and had 
sent a surveyor to Itchenor. He reported that four 
ships were to be laid down: a 50-gun ship, two 
frigates and a brig and that work was about to 
commence. However the number of ships built 
declined following the end of the Napoleonic 
Wars in 1815. The last slip was located in front 
of what is now Itchenor Sailing Club where 
the schooner Dependence was built by Albert 
Apps of Emsworth. After this, and for most of the 
nineteenth century, Chichester Harbour was known primarily as a 
trading port for the export of corn and the import of coal.

The Fairmile B at Itchenor 

The rejuvenation of shipbuilding in the twentieth century began with Robert 
Graseby who in 1936 commissioned the construction of a new boatyard 
at Northshore located on the west side of Itchenor. However Graseby’s 
independence was short-lived because his yard was taken over by the 
Admiralty in 1939 at the beginning of World War 2, and immediately 
enlarged to enable construction of a new generation of fast craft. This was 
the Fairmile B motor launch, designed by the Fairmile Marine Company 
and adopted by the Admiralty for construction in several yards throughout 
the UK - including Itchenor. Fairmiles were used variously as torpedo boats 
and air-sea rescue launches, all to a simple design. Each was 112 feet in 
length with a double skinned timber hull and two powerful petrol engines.

Making a Fairmile 

The Fairmile was wooden and 
component parts made at the Fairmile 
factory were delivered by lorry in 
kit form to boatyards for assembly. 
Each craft took about nine months to 
complete and production continued 
throughout the war. The manufacture 
involved two stages: firstly the double 
planked hull with copper rivets every 
three inches; and secondly, drilling the 
propeller shafts, a task that required 
great skill to ensure the result was 
watertight. Automated machinery 
wasn’t used and everything was 
done by hand auger. Engines came 
from America in huge packing cases 
accompanied by toolkits - and 500 
cigarettes ‘for the English workforce’ as 
a present from the US manufacturers!

This century

Itchenor’s Northshore was greatly 
extended over the last 20 years as it is 
where the famous swing keel Southerly 
yachts were built until production 
ended recently. The Southerly brand 
is now owned and built by Discovery 
Yachts who are based at Marchwood in 
Southampton. But the Northshore yard 
continues to provide repairs and boat 
storage today and is one of the very few 
shipyards in Chichester Harbour with 
all-tides access, and high bay specialist 
workshops. A contrasting world from 
the Harbour’s seventeenth century 
boatyards!

Lt Murdock Mackenzie’s 1786 chart of Chichester Harbour showing two 
slipways for ship construction at Itchenor  

Image: courtesy of the British Library ref Maps SEC.1.(14)

SHIPS BUILT IN ITCHENOR FROM 1745-1809

Fairmile B motor launch ML303 during the invasion of Normandy on D-Day
               Photo: Lt JA Hampton RN, 6 June 1944 

Source: Wikipedia and Imperial War Museum Collections Search A23877
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Petworth Park looking very atmospheric in the snow, 2013
Photo: Lorna Brown MBE ARPS Chichester Camera Club
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THE SOUTH DOWNS CELEBRATES ITS FIRST DECADE
Andrew Lee on achievements by the nation’s newest national park 
Ten years ago a long-standing vision finally became a working reality when 1,600km2 of England’s most-cherished 
landscape was designated on behalf of the nation as a special place for natural beauty, wildlife and cultural heritage. 
A vast swathe of this wonderful landscape sits on the doorstep of Chichester with the likes of Kingley Vale, the Trundle, 
and Bury Hill just some of the glorious viewing points: these vistas have certainly provided comfort for many during a 
challenging 2020. Yet memorable as they are, they symbolise just one aspect of the National Park. For this has been 
a ferociously busy decade that has brought together farmers, foresters, landowners, businesses, communities and 
visitors under one common goal – to create a better home for people 
and nature. With climate change and biodiversity decline embedded into 
public awareness, our need for a ‘green haven’ in this crowded corner of 
England has never been greater.

Park achievements
What has been achieved in the first decade? A great deal, but this 
has only been possible thanks to the efforts of our local communities 
and a wide range of partners and volunteers: I’d like to say ‘thank 
you’ to everyone for helping to make the National Park what it is today. 
One of the biggest successes was the creation in 2013 of the first-
ever landscape-led Partnership Management Plan bringing together 
commitments from a wide range of organisations. This was followed 
in 2019 when the Local Plan was adopted. It’s an example of how 
planning can work in tandem with local communities because this Plan 
encompasses 56 Neighbourhood Development Plans. 

Taken together, there are some very important policies around climate change mitigation as well as protecting our 
‘ecosystem’ services such as the South Downs aquifer that we rely on for drinking water. In this and other ways towns 
and villages have benefitted by a planning system that has delivered significant investment in infrastructure through 
planning-gain schemes like ‘Section 106’ and the ‘Community Infrastructure Levy’, or CIL as it’s known. We have also 
worked closely with the South Downs farming communities, because farmers are at the epicentre of the Park Authority’s 
work. We’ve supported the creation of Farm Clusters and now have over 120 farms working together to promote best 
practice such as nature-friendly farming that includes habitat creation, wildlife corridors for birds and pollinators and 
schemes to improve soil quality.

Nature recovery 

Nature recovery is a term you’ll hear a lot of at the 
National Park Authority – and for good reason. As Sir David 
Attenborough recently attested, biodiversity is our ‘single 
greatest ally’ in restoring balance to the world. Nature 
recovery will not be an overnight fix, but the National 
Park has made some significant strides over the past 10 
years. Highlights have included restoring habitats for the 
water vole and 12 species of British amphibian and reptile 
species, including the sand lizard and natterjack toad, 
on heathlands like those at Iping and Stedham. We have 
also spearheaded efforts to create suitable habitat for 
important farmland birds, notably grey partridge, lapwing, 
yellowhammer and skylark.

Looking to the future

Which brings us to one of the big focuses for the future: 
creating a People and Nature Network - or PANN for short. 
Chichester has been identified as of one of 12 key areas 
across the South East for more long-term investment in 
green infrastructure, a broad term that encompasses any 
wildlife-supporting area such as trees, parks, gardens, 
rivers and streams, roadside verges, street trees, and 
nature reserves. The masterplan was published by the Park 
Authority last summer and was produced in partnership 
with several local authorities and wildlife trusts, the RSPB, 
the Woodland Trust, English Heritage and the Environment 
Agency. As the Government looks towards and encourages 
a ‘green recovery’, (see Green Recovery Challenge Fund) 
the publication of this masterplan couldn’t have been 
timelier. Nature doesn’t recognise administrative boundaries 
and that’s why the PANN is such a vital piece of work, for 
it aims to make space for nature in urban as well as rural 
environments.

Our priorities 

PANN sits shoulder-to-shoulder with the Authority’s latest 
Partnership Management Plan. Published earlier this 
year it sets out priorities for the next five years. Among 
them are ensuring access for more under-represented 
groups to enjoy the National Park, increased volunteering, 
expanding the Park as a place for outdoor exercise and 
relaxation, and last but not least, creating a great place 
to live and work. We’ve built a strong foundation over the 
past 10 years and now stand at a pivotal moment for all 
National Parks. The COVID-19 pandemic has seen people 
from all areas re-connect with nature, giving many a 
new appreciation of how just valuable it is to our health 
and wellbeing. Now is the time to make the most of this 
renewed enthusiasm and start creating a better future for 
both people and nature.

Andrew Lee is the Park Authority’s Director of Countryside 
Policy and Management 

CENTURION WAY 
This walking and cycling link between Chichester and 
the heart of the South Downs National Park is one of 
the success stories for the first decade. The Covid 
pandemic has also encouraged greater use and 
numbers have doubled: most of those surveyed used 
Centurion Way once a month or more.
Plans are now afoot to extend Centurion Way from 
West Dean to Cocking, thereby linking with the South 
Downs Way. Work could begin next year if finance is 
confirmed. There are also plans to improve links into 
Cocking village for cyclists, horse riders and walkers to 
avoid the A286. 

SOUTH DOWNS PARK HIGHLIGHTS
Some achievements in the first decade

•• The world’s newest International Dark 
Sky Reserve began in May 2016 with 
an annual Dark Skies Festival.

•• Two thirds of National Park woodlands 
are now actively managed.

•• £1.75million invested in 200+ 
community projects 

•• Nearly £3 million invested in planning 
agreements for 100+ schemes.

•• New or resurfaced paths total 30 miles

Nature-friendly farming in the National Park at Durleighmarsh Farm near Petersfield          Photo: with thanks to Misha Haller, SDNPA South Downs heathland - this is Stedham Common near Midhurst in September                     Photo: with thanks to Sam Moore, SDNPA
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CHICHESTER’S ‘WHEELBARROW CLUB’ 
The Ancient Corporation of St Pancras has a long and unique history as Peter Evans explains 
Chichester is home to a number of societies and groups that can claim a lineage dating back many years. One of 
these is the Ancient Corporation of St Pancras known locally as the Wheelbarrow Club. It was founded in 1689 and is 
the oldest dining club still meeting in this country, according to the Guinness Book of Records. Today the Corporation 
combines a social life with charitable activities, of which more below.

Back to King William III

The Corporation of St Pancras was originally an Orange 
club pledging itself to King William III (aka William of 
Orange). It was founded 331 years ago at The Unicorn 
Inn, now the Giggling Squid Restaurant in East Gate 
Square. The original Constitution is an excellent 
information source, for we learn the Corporation 
comprised a ‘Mayor, Alderman, Town Clerk and 
Common counsel men, two Serjeants at Mace and Crier’; 
it was to meet on the 4th November, this being ‘the Eve 
of the Anniversary of the Gunpowder Plot and King 
Williams Birthday’; when members were ‘to Dine and eat 
all Ye Good Things in Season’ and that ‘That there should 
be a Plentiful Supply of Wine and Ale and everything 
provided to content the stomach’. The inaugural dinner 
was held on the 4th November 1689 when William’s III’s 
nephew, Charles first Duke of Richmond, presented ‘a 
Fatte Bucke’. After the Jacobite Rebellion of 1745 political 
and religious bias gradually disappeared and the Club 
became open to all kindred spirits.

Annual dinners continued at the Unicorn until its closure 
in 1960. But since then the St Pancras Corporation has 
dined at various locations in the City, most recently at 
the Assembly Rooms in North Street. It was from these 
convivial occasions that the Corporation earned its 
nickname The Wheelbarrow Club. Tradition has it that 
apprentices were instructed to wait outside the Unicorn 
with wheelbarrows to push their masters home who were 
drunk or incapable. It’s a custom remembered today on 
the club tie which has a wheelbarrow symbol.

Up-Town and Down-Town 

While Chichester City Council, through the local 
government system, annually elects a Mayor (the ‘Up-
Town Mayor’) as the city’s official representative, the 
Corporation also elects a Mayor, known as the ‘Down-
Town Mayor’. These positions are treated historically 
with what can be best described as a certain amount of 
humorous irreverence between the two organisations.

Goodwood’s connection 

The Lennox family has been connected with our 
Corporation ever since that inaugural dinner in 1689. The 
latest connection was with Charles Duke of Richmond 
who was of the Corporation 1999-2000 and before him, 
‘Freddie’ the 9th Duke of Richmond, was Mayor for 1948-
1949. In the nineteenth century Corporation members 
included the Earl of March in 1850; Lord Henry Gordon 
Lennox was Mayor several times - 1847, 1865, 1877 and 
1886 dying in office in 1887; and Walter Lennox, Mayor 
in 1889 and 1893. Lord Henry presented the Corporation 
with a mayoral chain which is still used today. Both Henry 
and Walter were MPs for Chichester.

The ‘Up-Town Mayor’ transported in traditional manner in 2017 
back to the Nags Head for lunch after delivery of presents to 
residents of Dear’s Alms houses

Local Morris Dancers leading the procession delivering presents to Dear’s 
Alms house residents

The Corporation’s Annual Dinner and fundraiser held 2019 at 
the Assembly Rooms

Corporation of St Pancras Officers include those seated either side of the ‘Down-Town’ Mayor: to his right is the Recorder; and to his 
left the Treasurer.

Charitable activities 

To commemorate Queen Victoria’s Diamond 
Jubilee in 1897 it was decided to supplement the 
income of ladies living at Dear’s Alms houses 
in the Hornet (affectionately known as Our 
Old Dears); and also to provide a Christmas 
Dinner for them every year. This resulted in the 
Corporation processing to Dear’s Alms House 
on Christmas Day, a tradition that lasted until 1971. 
However the Dear’s Alms houses were later sold 
and the money used to build four new bungalows 
at Riverside Road in St Pancras. Christmas 
hampers are still delivered to residents but before 
the Christmas holiday - an event marked by a 
procession along St Pancras from the Nag’s Head 
to Riverside, hampers carried in a ceremonial 
wheelbarrow preceded by Morris dancers and 
music, the Corporation’s officers in full regalia 
accompanied by members. Tradition has it that 
the Uptown Mayor of Chichester accompanies 
the procession and is wheeled back to the Nag’s 
Head, much to the amusement of the residents.

The serious side to these activities is illustrated 
by the Corporation becoming a registered Charity in 1966 (Number 246544). This year it commissioned and built four new 
alms bungalows on Riverside Road - all thanks to the generosity of the Corporation’s supporters and members alike.

………………………………
Readers wanting to learn more about the Ancient Corporation of St Pancras can look at two websites:  
https://thewheelbarrowclub.co.uk 
https://thehistoryguide.co.uk/the-founding-of-the-corporation-of-st-pancras
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A WALLS WALK THIS WINTER
Stroll Chichester’s very ancient walls and be charmed: Anne Scicluna is our guide
Chichester has the oldest and most extensive town walls in the South of England. They offer a one and a half mile 
circuit, apart from a short stretch behind Canon Lane and another behind St. John’s Street. During this walk you may 
notice bronze discs set into the pavement with a Roman gladius sword to point the way, and also bronze strips in the 
pavements at the four main gates, showing where you leave the original city. These bronze signs were installed in 2009 
by the Walls project funded by the Heritage Lottery.

These Walls were originally 
built by the Romans towards 

the end of the second 
century and a number of 
bastions, some of which 
are still being discovered, 
were added around fifty 
years later. The bastions 
probably had two floors, 

and the whole wall was 
faced with a type of white-

greensand, probably quarried 
near Midhurst. Even so, the walls 

were not used for defence, and were probably more of a 
status symbol – or even a way to keep the rough soldiers 
occupied instead of causing trouble! 

Start here

We begin our walk in the Bishop’s Palace Garden. Stroll 
clockwise along the Wall until you reach a bastion 
from where you can see others, or what is left of them. 
Across parkland is Chichester College, while in the other 
direction are two contrasting trees: a tall giant sequoia, 
and the small Wollemi Pine from Australia, a species that 
nobody knew existed until 1994. Note also the ancient 
holm oaks, redwoods and a sweet buckeye. Continue 
on the rampart and turn north round the corner, but stop 
just over halfway, where the wall was nearly destroyed by 
fallen trees during the Great Storm of 1987. Fortunately, 
archaeologists discovered two 
small Roman houses with painted 
walls, which they have recorded 
and backfilled until they have 
access to improved methods of 
conservation.

The West Gate

Leave the garden by the back 
gate and pass along a short 
narrow lane to Avenue de 
Chartres. Turn right to Westgate, 
where we see one side of the 
old West Gate - the only part of 
the gate that is left. Inset into 
the pavement can be seen a 
bronze strip bearing the words 
Noviomagus Reginorum which 
delineates where the gate 
originally stood. Noviomagus 
is Latin for ‘New Market’ and 
Reginorum comes from the Celtic 
for ’the Proud People’. When the 

Great Plague hit Chichester in the 14th century, the Mayor 
shut these gates to contain disease inside the city. People 
from Bosham came to leave food outside the West Gate 
and coins were placed in a bucket of vinegar for payment. 
This was also where the tollhouse was sited.

Cross the road to West Walls and 
see the blue plaque at number 
7, stating that artist Eric Gill 
had lived at number 2, now 
demolished. Aim towards 
the Walls again, pausing 
to look at the side wall of 
number 7: these yellowish 
stones came from the Mixon 
Reef off Selsey originally 
quarried by the Romans but 
now worked out.

Can you see the Downs?

Up onto the Wall and pause to look northwards over the 
car park towards some new houses opposite: the centre 
of the roofline is deliberately lower than the ends to allow 
views of Bow Hill. This is the only part of the South Downs 
that can still be seen from the Walls – imagine in Roman 
times, when it was all countryside. Opposite, looking 
south, is County Hall built in 1936. Turn round and look 
over the Wall again and you will see a preserved column 
of old flint masonry standing next to some flats. This was 
a Roman bastion that had become detached from the 

main Wall; it helps us understand how they were built. The 
trees along here were planted during Regency times, as the 
Walls were used as a promenade. Imagine people strolling 
along with their walking canes. Sadly many of these trees 
are reaching the end of their lives, so make the most of 
them while they still stand. Some years ago a carpet of wild 
flowers was sown on the rampart here and looked beautiful 
in the spring, but now needs more management.

Chapel St and Orchard St

Continue to the railings over an archway which passes 
under the Wall to Chapel Street. Providence Chapel beyond 
the cherry trees was built in 1809 and is well worth a visit. 
In Orchard Street, to your left, there were once orchards 
owned by Henry Silverlock. Apparently, he got himself 
elected to the City Council in 1844 in order to avoid toll 
charges for entering the city, became Mayor in 1844, and 
received permission to build an archway through the Walls; 
but it cost him half a crown a year to use it.

Onwards to Northgate and North Street where you can look 
south to the Ship Hotel: still the Ship to us locals though now 
rebranded as the Harbour Hotel. This impressive building 
was built by Admiral Sir George Murray in 1806 - but that’s 
another story. We now leave the North Walls and descend 
onto Northgate, crossing North Street and into Priory Lane.

This leads to the back of Priory 
Park but as you pass the side of 
the barber’s shop, look at the 
fire escape door. Yes, it does say 
‘Fire Escape’ but it also says it in 
Welsh! I wonder why? 

We will continue this walk in March.

View from the Walls ramparts in Bishop’s Palace Garden on a chilly day                             Photo: David Wilson  
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THIS WALLS WALK BEGINS IN 
BISHOP’S PALACE GARDEN 

AND CONTINUES CLOCKWISE 
AROUND THE CITY

Map image: Anthony Quail/ADP

Photo: John Wichers

Anne Scicluna grew up in the city, is a Green Badge 
registered guide and has been Mayor on three occasions.
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THE CHICHESTER SOCIETY’S AGM - BY ZOOM
For the first time in its history, the Society’s Annual General Meeting 
wasn’t held at the Assembly Room but as a Zoom video conference owing 
to the Covid 19 pandemic. The Mayor Richard Plowman presided.
As this was an Internet-based event there were no refreshments and on completion of AGM business Peter Evans 
introduced our guest speaker - Professor Jane Longmore, Vice Chancellor at the University of Chichester who spoke on 
the theme A Sense of Place: the Role of Higher Education in West Sussex: a summary provided by Jane is presented on the 
facing page. We are also publishing summaries of reports presented by the Chairman and the Treasurer, see below. 

A SENSE OF PLACE: HIGHER EDUCATION IN WEST SUSSEX
Professor Jane Longmore, Vice-Chancellor of the University of Chichester, 
re-caps on her address by Zoom to the Chichester Society’s Annual 
General Meeting on 21 October
One of the best-kept secrets in Chichester is the fact that it has its very own university, part of a long and 
distinguished history of higher education in West Sussex. The University was founded as Bishop Otter 
College in Chichester in 1839 as a sister institution to King’s College London, established a decade earlier. 
The visionary Bishop of Chichester, William Otter, had previously served as the first Principal of King’s and the 
two institutions still bear the hallmarks of their shared foundation: King’s Strategic Vision 2029 notes that ‘we 
will continue to expand the huge contribution King’s makes to London’ while the University of Chichester’s 
current Strategic Plan states: As the only University based in West Sussex, we recognise the economic, social 
and cultural importance of ‘place’. 

When I took up the role of Vice-Chancellor at 
the University of Chichester in 2017, I was very 
attracted by this sense of place and commitment 
to the local community. Of course, we are no 
longer limited to training teachers, although our 
highly-regarded trainees are still appointed to 
schools all over West Sussex and Chichester 
teachers have shaped the lives of more than a 
million children during nearly two centuries of 
service. 

How Bishop Otter would have marvelled at 
the growth of his little training college: today 
the University is spread across two spacious 
campuses in Chichester and Bognor Regis with 
over 5,000 undergraduate and postgraduate 
students in over 20 different disciplines. I have 
led our commitment to the regional economy 
by completing a £35m Engineering and Digital 
Technology Park at the Bognor Campus. 
Sophisticated facilities and technologies for 
computer games design, animation and film 
production are lodged alongside a huge, 
purpose-designed workshop for mechanical and 
electrical engineers and product designers. We 
will drive forward this ‘creative campus’ and, in 
the process, support the regeneration of coastal 
West Sussex.

Local needs continue to grow. In 2019 I introduced 
a new degree programme in Law to support 
the legal community in Chichester. We are also 
responding to the health needs of our community 
– never more evident than during the challenges 
posed by Covid-19. This September we opened 
undergraduate and postgraduate course in 
Physiotherapy which were immediately over-
subscribed by highly qualified applicants. Next 
September we pick up the challenge posed by 
the current government and open a School of 
Nursing and Allied Health on the Chichester 
campus right alongside our outstanding local 
hospital. 

Chichester can be justifiably proud of its local university: 
each year many of our newly qualified graduates look to 
serve the local community as teachers, social workers, 
engineers, IT and business professionals or enrich our 
local cultural life as musicians, artists, actors or writers.

Others have noticed the exceptional quality of the 
University: this year we were greatly pleased to be listed 
in the top 30 in the Guardian League Table of all 121 UK 
universities, overtaking our sister institution. What an 
accolade for both town and gown!

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT BY PETER EVANS

Your Society’s social life: since taking over as Chairman 
of the Chichester Society back in October of last year we 
had planned many events for our Members in the Spring 
and Summer; but as we all know, the arrival of Covid 
19 has had a major impact on what we can deliver and 
events had to be cancelled - but we are hopeful they will 
be arranged next year.

Planning and development: your Society is maintaining 
vigilance over local planning applications and informs 
Members of major issues that will affect our fine City. We 
have been monitoring major house building programmes 
to the east of Chichester at Shopwyke Lakes and 
Madgwick Park while to the west is the Whitehouse Farm 
development, now named Minerva Heights. But we 
are still waiting for improved road connections in and 
around our city that are needed to handle the growing 
population. We are concerned that the Government’s 
Planning White Paper will have a devastating effect on 
the quality, quantity and local control of future housing 
development. Members can check our website to see the 
Chichester Society’s full response on these plans.

Civic Voice: there is strength in numbers and to this 
end your Society has joined Civic Voice, the national 
group of like-minded civic societies, to challenge 
planning and rulemaking at a national level. Being non-
political and independent Civic Voice is able to question 
unreasonable legislation and lobby at the highest level 
to achieve what is right for our communities across the 
country. 

The Executive Committee: at the close of 2019 we 
were devastated by the sudden and untimely death 
of Danielle Charbonneau, our membership secretary, 
who energetically contributed to the Society’s life. I 
thank Vice Chairman Bill Sharp for stepping forward to 
handle membership and Margaret Evans for taking on 
distribution of our quarterly newsletters. We welcomed 
our new Treasurer Mark Hoult, taking over the reins 
from Bob Wiggins and I thank Bob for his past work 
and continued support - he now maintains our website 
and Twitter feed. We also welcome new executive 
member John Halliday, who replaces Roger Hobbs 
as the representative of the Summersdale Residents 
Association, and Grace Taylor following her move back 
to Chichester. May I take this opportunity to thank all of 
the Officers and Executive Members for their contribution 
over the past year and to you our Members for your 
patience and understanding during a very difficult year.

TREASURER’S REPORT BY MARK HOULT

If readers would like a paper copy of the Annual Report 
and Accounts, as approved at the AGM, email me with 
your request to mark@markhoult.com; or send an SAE 
(C4 large size) with a large second class stamp to 3-4 
West Pallant, Chichester PO19 1TD

Overview: the Society had net deficit for the year of £1,100 
(compared with a surplus of £296 in 2019), mainly as a 
result of the COVID19 situation. Although we spent £807 
less than in the previous year, our income was restricted 
by our inability to run events safely during the current 
pandemic. The difficult economic situation meant that 
our income from advertising in the Society newsletter 
dwindled to next to nothing, while the production costs 
remained substantially the same.

Income: Subscriptions and donations totalled £3,556 
(compared to £4,189 in 2019). Gift Aid tax refunds on 
subscriptions amounted to £740 compared with £693 in 2019. 
However, income from events and newsletter advertising 
was greatly reduced due to the impact of COVID.

Expenditure: the Society’s main expenditure related to 
the production and postage of its quarterly newsletter, 
which totalled £3,134 (2019: £3,010). Expenditure on events 
and public meetings was £1,515 (2019: £1,841) with most 
of this relating to last year’s AGM. The Society joined 
Civic Voice, a national charity for the civic movement in 
England, at a cost of £500. 

Balance sheet: the Society continues to have a strong 
balance sheet, with over £17,000 of net assets, primarily 
held as cash at the bank. Although the future is uncertain, 
these reserves should allow the Society to continue with its 
work for the foreseeable future.

To conclude: on behalf of the Executive Committee I 
should like to thank my predecessor, Bob Wiggins, who 
served as the Society’s Treasurer for three years. In ad-
dition to his work as Treasurer, Bob has patiently helped 
with the transfer of responsibilities to me. He is also con-
tinuing to serve the Society as its webmaster and social 
media mastermind. So thank you, Bob.

The following candidates were elected:  
Chairman Peter Evans; Vice Chairman Bill Sharp; 
Secretary Anthony Quail; Treasurer Mark Hoult.

Executive Committee members: Andrew Bain,  
Rodney Chambers, Richard Childs, Margaret Evans,  

John Halliday, Christopher Mead-Briggs, Cedric Mitchell, 
Trevor Redman and John Templeton
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EARLY PHOTOS OF SLOE 
FAIR COME TO LIGHT
Richard Childs on rare images taken in the 1930s 
Last September, quite by chance, I was given a 
collection of photographic prints that included the 
Sloe Fair in the 1930s, one of which is shown here. 
They were taken by J.T. Robinson, chauffeur to Colonel 
Henty who owned Oaklands House. The photos 
are now deposited at West Sussex Record Office.
As readers may know the Fair dates to the 12th 
century, and from the early 1800s has been held 
annually on the 20 October in roughly the same 
place – what is now Northgate car park. It’s been 
a long tradition and the only known break was 
during the Second World War, when an empty 
caravan or a single stall was parked on site to 
ensure the future right to continue. Unusually, the 
custom was repeated on the 20 October this year 
because the District Council decided to cancel 
the Fair owing to the coronavirus pandemic. In 
response, the Showmen’s Guild of Great Britain, 
supported by your Society, organised a modest 
fairground presence to ensure our Sloe Fair  
will be around in years to come.

This year’s Sloe Fair was cancelled 
because of the pandemic and a 

single fairground ride displayed on 
the 20 October - to ensure the Fair’s 
continuing presence in Chichester.

Photo: David WilsonSloe Fair caravans in the 1930s photographed by JT Robinson


