
 

A pathway to Spring: bluebells in Chichester’s Brandy Hole Copse    Photo: Brian Henham
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NEWSLETTER DELIVERY

A BIG THANK-YOU  
TO MEMBERS 
who have ensured our 
Newsletter has been 

delivered over the last year, 
despite Covid 19.

Your hard work and 
dedication to the Society is 

very much appreciated by all.

Margaret Evans
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CHICHESTER DISTRICT COUNCIL 
MUST COMPLETE THE LOCAL 
PLAN REVIEW WITHOUT DELAY
Thank goodness Secretary of State Robert Jenrick has withdrawn the 
Housing algorithm. Our thanks to all who wrote in during the consultation, 
to our MP Gillian Keegan and our neighbouring MP Andrew Griffiths. 
Chichester District Council (CDC) can now conclude its Local Plan Review 
which is likely to be based on an annual 628 new homes rather than 995. 
It needs to reach its pre-submission stage quickly, known as ‘Regulation 
19’. Until then, CDC is in limbo because it cannot demonstrate a five-year 
housing land supply. Developers have their eyes on five greenfield sites 
for 485 homes with no allocation in the Local Plan; plus a further five sites 
for 451 homes in the Housing and Economic Land Availability Assessment 
(HELAA): that’s 936 in total!

As CDC’s Interim Policy on Housing admits, ‘the Council is not able to 
demonstrate a robust 5-year supply of housing land’. That will change once 
the Review reaches Regulation 19 status. Here are the applications and 
numbers: 165 at Madgwick Lane, Westhampnett; 140 on the Daffodil Field 
south of Lavant; 102 on two sites at Birdham; 78 at East Wittering; 294 on 
three sites at Nutbourne; and 157 on two sites at Earnley. To support their 
schemes, developers claim: ‘the Council has a very significant land supply 
shortfall, with supply in the region of just 3.3 years at best’. We need CDC to 
complete its Review of the Local Plan quickly.

Christopher Mead-Briggs, Executive Committee
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CHICHESTER’S HISTORY IN STREET NAMES
Richard Childs enjoys a new edition of a well-established reference work.
Now in its third edition, this is a fascinating book. Originally written and published in 1996 by Ken Green, this edition 
has been revised and extended by Anne Scicluna and David Wilson. It’s cleverly illustrated with photographs of the 
streets alongside name signs. But this isn’t a book for reading cover to cover, like a novel, but for dipping into especially 
when curiosity about a particular name arises: excellent before bedtime! Let’s peruse some of the names to get a 
flavour of this hardy perennial.

Street names within the city walls are largely self-explanatory, 
though it is interesting to note that Crane Street was probably 
named after an inn. The Hornet has always intrigued me and is 
explained as originating in the Old English word hurne, meaning 
a corner or point of land. I did like the story regarding Adelaide 
and Melbourne Roads, named respectively after Queen Adelaide 
and Lord Melbourne. This prompted a developer to name his 
flats Sydney Court at the junction of these two roads in the 
wrongful belief they were named after Australian cities! Many 
of Chichester’s worthies, such as mayors and councillors, are 
commemorated in its street names, and there are national and 
international examples as well like Washington and Franklin.

A new edition that’s attractive and informed

To help the reader there is a handy index that 
includes former street names but also streets on 
the Whitehouse Farm development that have yet 
to be built. At £5, The History of Chichester in 500 
Street Names is good value.

CSW_100mmx170mm_ad_January 2021.indd   1 22/01/2021   
13:00

West Porch Project, Lancing College

SEVEN REASONS FOR NOT DEVELOPING THE DAFFODIL FIELD 
Andrew Bain explains why the Society thinks proposals for 140 homes must be rejected
The Society’s Executive Committee discussed these development proposals at its November meeting, and agreed that 
Berkeley Homes’ application for 140 homes should be refused. Readers with long memories will recall an application 
for 92 homes submitted by Taylor Wimpey in 2012. This application went to appeal and was refused by the Planning 
Inspector. The paragraphs below summarise the Society’s letter to the District Council on 18 November 2020. At the 
time this magazine went to press in early February, the Council had not issued a decision.

1. Agricultural land between Chichester and Lavant, known affectionately as The Daffodil Field, was the narrowest 
strategic gap in the West Sussex County Council Structure Plan

2. Daffodil Field is located on a principal route to and from the City with a high public profile and iconic views 
towards, as well as from, the South Downs. 

3. The rural character of the Midhurst Road (A286) would be suburbanised by a new road junction, loss of hedges, 
provision of footpaths on both sides, a pedestrian refuge and street lighting. 

4. Night-time light from the new development would be visible from the South Downs National Park - which will 
impact on the Park’s Dark Sky Policy. 

5. Chichester’s overstretched drainage infrastructure is inadequate.  
An Environmental Impact Assessment is required. 

6. Noise from air traffic and Goodwood events mean that the Daffodil Field is unsuitable for residential 
development. This was cited by the District Council in response to the previous application and subsequently 
confirmed by a Planning Inquiry. 

7. Illustrations prepared by Berkeley Homes for the Local Planning Consultation suggest this scheme has 
insufficient character for the Daffodil Field, which is a sensitive location where design quality must be a priority. 

Raughmere Farm, also known as Daffodil Field, lies between Lavant and Chichester; Berkeley Homes has applied for planning 
permission to build 140 new homes at this peaceful spot.                   Photo: Rod Funnell

OBTAINING THIS BOOK
It can be purchased from the City Council’s 

offices in North Street, but if you cannot get to 
the Council House in person, email an order 

for up to 5 copies to

administration@chichestercity.gov.uk

Give your name and full postal address.  
An invoice will be emailed and after payment 

is received your book(s) will be posted.

Postage is £2 with an additional £1 for each 
extra copy up to a maximum of five.
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CULTURE UNDER CORONAVIRUS: PALLANT HOUSE 
GALLERY IN CHALLENGING TIMES
Simon Martin, Director, on the challenges his team have faced during the pandemic
No Museum Director wants to close their doors without knowing when they will be reopened. But this is what happened 
on 17 March 2020, when our much-anticipated spring exhibition on Barnett Freedman had been open for just three 
days. With the support of our Trustees, we had worked on contingency plans as the pandemic spread. We responded 
quickly by contacting lenders to exhibitions and the permanent collection, confirming their artworks were safe; moving 
vulnerable artworks into storage; refunding tickets sold for upcoming events; and supporting our franchise partners, the 
Pallant Café and Pallant Bookshop. The Gallery’s doors may have closed, but we certainly were not. 

A summer re-opening

On the 23rd June 2020, when it was announced museums and galleries could 
gradually re-open, I was interviewed on Radio 4’s Today programme when I spoke 
of my belief in wanting to sanitize the museum, but not the experience. When we 
re-opened on the 5th August, it was with a ‘Good to Go’ kitemark. For the first time, 
we set up a pre-booking system on our website, with timed slots. We were also able 
to recruit 28 new volunteers. The Pallant Café offered a light lunch menu: it was 
one of the few places in central Chichester where people could safely enjoy lunch 
outside. Meanwhile, the Pallant Bookshop has been servicing a growing online 
trade for books and the many more notecards people are sending.

Our exhibitions 

Spring exhibitions were moved to the autumn and Barnett Freedman: Designs 
for Modern Britain was the first showing of the artist’s work in over 60 years. It 
touched a chord with both critics and the public, receiving 5-star reviews in The 
Telegraph and The Independent. Similarly, our Print Room exhibition, focusing 
on Gilbert White and the tercentenary of this 18th century naturalist’s birth, was 
well received. It was encouraging to read visitor feedback. For many, this visit 
to the Gallery was their only cultural experience all year. Coincidentally, these 
exhibitions closed just before the second lock-down, and during November we 
installed two more, drawn entirely from the Gallery’s permanent collection: 
Degas to Picasso, and Richard Hamilton. Both had to close after just sixteen days 
due to the latest lockdown, but in this short period they received great reviews in 
the Financial Times, The Independent and Country Life. 

Looking ahead 

We don’t yet know when we will be able to re-open, but we remain positive and 
optimistic about the Gallery’s future. Our first online Zoom lecture sold 490 tickets, 
and demonstrated that there is an audience and thirst for people to enjoy art. We look forward to being able to welcome 
visitors safely once again, with an immediate focus on our Chichester community. This summer we are due to hold a 
major exhibition exploring still life paintings by the abstract artist Ben Nicholson. We are also working with Chichester 
Festival Theatre, the Novium Museum and Chichester District Council to plan the 2022 Season of Culture. We have 
extraordinary artistic riches in our city, and we’ll do everything we can to keep them available safely. I’m grateful to all 
our supporters who make this possible.

Pallant House Gallery                           Photo © Chris Ison
Barnett Freedman, The Darts Champion, 1956 lithograph, donated to Pallant House Gallery by 
Emma and Richard Morris 2020                                        Image © The Estate of Barnett Freedman

Works by Terry Frost and Andy 
Goldsworthy in the newly decorated 
historic house.        Photo: Simon Martin

Money worries

Suddenly, all the income from ticket sales had stopped, 
and so financially it has been a very worrying time for 
Pallant House Gallery. But we are fortunate to have 
endowment funds, built up over the past decade, and 
support from many others - Chichester District Council, 
Arts Council England, trusts, foundations and individual 
supporters. The impact of Coronavirus has meant that 
the Gallery’s income is down by around £300,000 in this 
financial year. The good news is that we were able to take 
advantage of the Government’s job retention scheme, 
and 28 members of staff have been furloughed, leaving 
a small core of 10 working to keep the Gallery and its 
collections safe. We quickly went into a regular schedule 
of video conference calls and monthly meetings with our 
Trustees to update them on a rapidly changing situation. 
It’s been a challenging time as, between us, we dealt with 
childcare issues and concerns about the health of our 
families and loved ones, and all in our separate homes. 
I am consistently proud of everyone’s dedication and 
commitment to keeping Pallant House Gallery alive in 
people’s hearts and minds.

Keeping in touch

We’ve worked hard at this. For example:

•	e-bulletins focussed on our permanent collections, with 
short essays and articles.

•	 there were art quizzes on Instagram, which were soon 
getting 800 participants a week. 

•	Friends’ memberships were extended by three months 
to show we value their support.

•	 the Gallery’s magazine continued to be published 
to reach older members who are not always digitally 
connected. 

•	we helped over 190 members of our Community 
programme, many of whom aren’t digital users; 
our Community team sent out bespoke packs of art 
materials and sketchbooks to work on at home. 

•	a weekly creative activity was devised for home-schooled 
children (and bored adults!) each inspired by the Gallery’s 
collection, from a Gino Severini Jumping Jack to an 
Eduardo Paolozzi paper robot; this was featured in several 
newspapers. 

Continuing projects 

At the start of 2020, we 
were working on an 
exciting project to convert 
the adjoining Coach House 
into a bespoke Collections 
Centre to house our library, 
archives, and artworks. 
With no events, we have 
been forced to adapt our 
lecture room to collections-
care so that our Collections 
team can continue 
condition-checking and 
conservation of artworks. 
As the year advanced, 
we were able to organise 
much-needed redecoration 
of the interior of Pallant 
House while Chichester 
District Council, who lease 
the 18th century townhouse 
to the Gallery, undertook 
maintenance work to 
prevent leaks.
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ANGEL RADIO - HEAVENLY MUSIC AND DEVILISH FUN!
Peter Evans on an award-winning local radio station with global reach 
Angel Radio is a community radio station run by older people for older people that covers Portsmouth, Havant, and 
Chichester - and the rest of the world! It broadcasts from shop premises in Havant. Despite its name, Angel is not a 
religious station: Angel was chosen to signify ‘heavenly music and devilish fun’.

Tony Smith, the station manager, is a former pirate radio 
operator and inspiration behind Angel Radio. It was 
launched in 1999 to bring music and memories into the 
homes of older people at a time when most other radio 
stations were concentrating on much younger listeners. 
It was also Tony’s ambition to provide an opportunity for 
older people to participate in running the station, including 
creating and presenting programmes. Angel began as a 
temporary broadcaster in Portsmouth, designed as a 24-
hour a day ‘memory box’ with presenters playing music 
from the 1920s to the early 1960s and also providing chit-
chat. The first broadcast was immediately popular, the 
station becoming an established presence, helped by 
national publicity in The Times and BBC Radio 4.

Beginning with FM 

Until 2010 Angel only broadcast on FM within about 15 
miles of Havant. But potential listeners living outside the 
broadcast area heard about Angel and wanted to join in! 
A decision was taken to extend broadcasting on a regional 
digital (DAB) network and from 2010 covered West Sussex, 
Hampshire and the Isle of Wight. At first this cost thousands 
of pounds a year, but donations from new listeners offset 
much of the additional expense. Although Angel continues 
to seek financial support from a variety of sources, its 
funding has always been listener donations. 

In 2014 Angel negotiated to take 
over Portsmouth’s commercial 
broadcaster, The Breeze, which 
would have enabled a stronger FM 
signal and increased the audience 
by tens of thousands. Although this 
bid failed, another opportunity arose 
when Ofcom, the industry regulator, 
advertised a community licence for 
the Portsmouth & Havant area. Ofcom 
were sufficiently impressed by Angel’s 
proposals that they granted a new FM 
broadcast licence with wider coverage. 
The outcome is that Angel, with its 
new high-power transmitter, now 
extends FM coverage to Chichester. 
Angel also started trials for Ofcom to 
assess whether a small community 
radio station could run its own ‘DAB 
multiplex’. It could, and the result 
has been increased income from 
listener donations, which have funded 
further expansion. For those with 
digital radios, Angel now broadcasts 
to London, Glasgow, Birmingham, 
Norwich, Brighton, Aldershot, 
Cambridge, and Woking, in addition 
to West Sussex, Hampshire and the 

Tony Bradley presents two shows a week - Dance Band Days which features 78 rpm 
records for the 1920s, 30s and 40s; and Anything Goes with a wider selection of music, 
comedy and poetry.

Station Manager Tony Smith and Vivian Pasquet. Vivian is a German journalist and fan of Angel Radio who has written extensively 
about the station in some of the country’s best-selling magazines. Although living in Hamburg, Vivian is a frequent visitor to Angel.

Jeannie, the station manager’s mother, started with Angel in 
1993 when it was a pirate station. Nowadays she presents 
documentaries about famous stars of yesterday, and also reads 
fictional stories on-air, based on her life of 85 years.

Isle of Wight. This year - 2021 - Angel will be broadcasting 
to the Channel Islands on three new digital transmitters 
covering Jersey, Guernsey, Herm, Sark, and Alderney.

Broadcasting to the world!

Angel Radio also broadcasts on the Internet to a world-
wide audience. Listeners are in countries that include 
Germany, France, USA, and Israel. In Germany, several 
magazine articles and TV documentaries have resulted 
in Angel assisting a group of listeners to create their 
own community radio station. South Korean TV has also 
produced a documentary about Angel, showing older 
people what can be achieved after retirement. Angel’s 
team of 70+ volunteers are mostly aged over 60 and 
until recently the oldest was presenting three shows a 
week at the age of 94. Angel is keen to encourage inter-
generational listening and understanding. At one point 
the youngest regular phone caller was aged 4 and the 
oldest was 104! Secondary school students are regularly 
offered work experience placements. They learn about the 
importance of the station for the elderly, particularly those 
who may live on their own.

Angel has over 160,000 records dating from 1900 to the 
early 1960s. Request shows are on air for at least two 
and a half hours a day. Programmes provide mental 
stimulation through quizzes, word games and memory-
jogging conversation. There are frequently guests who 
visit the station and volunteer their time to chat about a 
particular subject. Physical stimulation is provided by 
daily coffee-time exercise programmes.

Many awards 

Over the past 21 years Angel has received considerable 
recognition, including an award in 2014 for ‘Best Radio Station 
Serving Listeners in the South of England’. Radio Academy 
award judges have described Angel as  ‘A station with its own 
unique place and purpose, Angel Radio celebrates the past 
in a warm and inclusive way and is clearly adored within its 
target demographic. With a charming mix of fun, nostalgia 
and practical support for its listeners, the station serves a very 
powerful purpose in bringing together a community and 
giving them a place to belong’.

 
All illustrations courtesy of Angel Radio
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PLANNING WILDLIFE HIGHWAYS AROUND CHICHESTER
Owing to increased development, ‘wildlife corridors’ are vital: Sarah Hughes explains
The countryside around Chichester is home to a wide variety of wildlife across a rich diversity of habitats, most of which 
are located within either the South Downs National Park (SDNP) or the Chichester Harbour AONB (Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty). However, the area squeezed between these protected areas is also home to wildlife that needs ‘corridors’ 
of undeveloped land to travel safely between their habitats, linking the coast with the Downs inland. This is nature’s 
movement that doesn’t recognise official boundaries. Designated habitats are the ‘jewels’ of biodiversity but they cannot 
exist in isolation. To maintain and safeguard them in the long term requires a living landscape and connections between 
them. This ‘connectivity’ allows animals the space to forage, feed and breed, in a wider landscape; and also to move 
between sites, maintain genetic diversity and allow them the chance to adapt to changes in their surroundings, both 
natural and man-made. These needs have resulted in efforts to define and create ‘strategic wildlife corridors’ (SWCs) to 
protect animal life from urban development.

corridors are linked to or follow a chalk stream or river, a unique 
and rare environment, since 85% of the world’s chalk streams are 
found in England. They have been described as this country’s 
equivalent to coral reefs in terms of environmental significance 
and potential loss. These wildlife corridors are therefore vital 
arteries connecting the South Downs to Chichester and Pagham 
Harbours, which provide safe routes for wildlife to move and 
migrate across our landscape. However, their location and status 
are provisional and subject to further research and testing, a 
process linked to completing the Local Plan Review/LPR.

North to south corridors

Hermitage to Westbourne: In June 2020, Greening Westbourne 
volunteers discovered an exceptionally rare red freshwater algae 
(Audouinella pygmaea) in the River Ems, which was confirmed by 
specialist Howard Matcham. 

Nutbourne to Hambrook: an additional corridor has been 
proposed along the Ham Brook and is currently being considered 
by the Local Plan team

Chidham to West Ashling: we are monitoring dormice in this area 
and using a simple management plan to improve biodiversity and 
connectivity at this local wildlife site.

Bosham to Funtington: Bosham’s chalk stream was recorded as 
one of the most biodiverse rich streams in the area and we hope to 
resurvey the stream to assess how it is faring today.

Fishbourne to Lavant: working with Fishbourne Roman Palace 
and supported by different groups, we have improved the 
biodiversity of a chalk stream near the palace, where a small 
population of water voles is thriving.

Westhampnett: we have started working with Goodwood & Rolls 
Royce Motor Cars to enhance biodiversity and connectivity across 
several sites. This is important as we can then map the movement 
of rare Barbastelle bats which have been radio tagged, between 
the South Downs and the coastal plain.

Easthampnett: we are fortunate to be working with the Woodhorn 
Group who manage an organic farm in this area and also 
Vitacress, both of whom operate on excellent environmental 
principles.

East to west corridors

To improve the east to west links between wildlife corridors, 
we are also working with Network Rail who fully support our 
objectives. They have confirmed funding to enhance biodiversity 
along the entire 11 miles of railway line within Chichester District, 
concentrating especially on the points where the SWCs cross the 
railway. We also hope to improve the connectivity and crossing 
points along the A27 in consultation with Highways England.

Using finance from the Community Infrastructure Levy we are 
planning to enhance and monitor biodiversity in co-operation 
with landowners, businesses and local communities to safeguard 
our wildlife for future generations. Initiatives may include green 
bridges and boxes for dormice, weirs and ‘ladders’ for fishes, 
planting trees and hedges, wildflower plugs, infrared cameras, 
static bat detectors, boxes and towers for wildlife, swifts and 
roosting bats.    
…………………………….
Readers who want to support wildlife by creating a wildlife haven, 
can record what they see on the iRecord website run by the 
Biological Records Centre at www.brc.ac.uk/irecord

Co-operative working 

Several organisations have worked in partnership in 
recent years, including the Sussex Biodiversity Records 
Centre and Sussex Wildlife Trust: they have provided 
data on priority habitats and rare or protected species. 
Forest Research has studied wildlife networks across the 
Chichester area, which has allowed the District Council to 
create ecological network maps for several species.  This 
co-operative background has resulted in several scientific 
surveys. Here are just a few examples: 

Bats - surveys confirmed the presence of several species 
some of which, like the Barbastelle, are very rare. We now 
know that bats are moving between their hibernation roosts 
in the South Downs to the coastal plain and west towards 
the Emsworth/Havant border of West Sussex.

Hazel dormice (Muscardinus avellanarius). Sadly, the 
dormouse is listed as rare and vulnerable to extinction, as 
numbers have dropped drastically. We now know, however, 
that in 2020 dormice were breeding south of the A27 
between Chichester and Emsworth. Further surveys should 
enable us to fill in the gaps on records and improve habitat 
connectivity for this special little mammal. 

Other surveys in progress include water voles, flora and 
hedgerows and we hope to continue these as the wildlife 
corridors project develops.

Chalk streams are rare 

All this research has established a comprehensive 
evidence base for several ‘Strategic Wildlife Corridors’ 
(SWCs) to the east and west of Chichester: the map below 
illustrates their approximate location. Six out of the seven 

Dormouse (Muscardinus avellanarius) at Binsted, 2018
Photo: Sarah Hughes

Demoiselle (Calopteryz virgo) at Brook Meadow Nature 
Reserve, July 2019              Photo: Sarah Hughes

Starling (Sturnus vulgaris) near Colworth, 2017
Photo: Sarah Hughes

Water vole (Arvicola amphibius) on a Manhood 
Peninsula stream, 2007               Photo: Colin Blunden

Sarah Hughes is Community Wildlife Officer 
with Chichester District Council’s Environmental 
Department and is writing in her personal capacity.
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Looking east across spring fields to 
the Ems Valley and Lordington. 
Just out of view to the left (west) is Racton Tower on 
Monument Lane, a good route for walkers
Photo: with thanks to Brian Bracher of Compass Aerial Photography
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OAKLANDS HOUSE AND ITS OCCUPANTS
Richard Childs investigates the history of this substantial Victorian house
If you walk up College Lane, opposite the main entrance to the University of Chichester there is an entrance to Oaklands 
Park, where you will also find Oaklands House. The house is a mid-nineteenth century building, its front is not overly 
distinguished, and its back is somewhat obscured by trees. It is currently used as administrative offices for the University.

There is a generally held belief that Oaklands House was 
built for George Henty, the brewer, of Westgate. However, 
a study of the census and other records shows this is not 
the case. Though it is not specifically mentioned by name 
until the 1871 census, the building and its occupants can 
be identified back to 1841.

What the census shows …

The 1861 census is very frustrating. Many searches have 
not identified the house, even though the description 
in the enumerator’s perambulation refers to it. The 
perambulation states, Spitalfields lane to the boundary 
of St James’s from Dell Hole Northward to and including 
Mr Freeland’s House, and the Fleece Public House, and 
Cottages adjoining. This Northward route is clearly 
up College Lane. It is possible that the property was 
unoccupied on the day of the census and hence no entry.
The 1851 census identifies a property called New Broyle 
House. Its occupants are James B Freeland, Anne his wife, 
Elizabeth, his niece, and four servants. James Bennett 
Freeland (1782-1852) was a Chichester solicitor and father 
of Humphrey William Freeland. The 1841 census shows 
James Freeland’s property entered against Spitalfields 
Lane. The entry shows Anne his wife, two unspecified 
female relatives, and six other occupants. We therefore 

have a link between the Freeland family and the building 
which becomes known as Oaklands House.

Move forward to 1871 and we find the now named 
Oaklands House occupied by Emanuel Thomas Poe, 
a retired indigo planter, Isabella, his wife, two sons, 
a daughter, a cousin, an aunt plus six servants. So, 
what happened to the Freeland connection? There is 
a key document in West Sussex Record Office. Among 
the notebooks of Wyatt and Sons, surveyors, is one 
dated 1876 which refers to Repairs in Oaklands House, 
Chichester H.W. Freeland E.J. Poe tenant also fixtures 29 
March 1876. Humphrey William Freeland, (1814-1892) was 
Liberal MP for Chichester, 1859-63.

Moving to 1881, this is again disappointing and could 
indicate that the regular occupants were away on the 
date of the census. The occupants recorded are Charles 
Hersey, gardener in charge, aged 31, his wife Caroline 
and a son. Ten years on in 1891 the occupants are 
listed as Victoria Allcard (1833-1894), aged 58, living on 
her own means, with two daughters and five servants. 
Victoria Allcard appears in the Chichester Electoral 
Registers from 1889 to 1894 as resident at Oaklands. 
The 1871 census shows her living with her husband, 
George Allcard, an annuitant, in Bromley, Kent. She is 

also described as an annuitant. The 1901 census shows 
the house’s occupants as George A Tyacke, (1854-1933), 
a solicitor, aged 46, his wife, Alice, four children and six 
servants. George Tyacke is a member of the Chichester 
firm of solicitors, Messrs. Raper Freeland & Tyacke.

By the 1911 census the occupancy has changed to Ernest 
Amherst Villiers aged 47, living on private means, his wife 
Elaine, a son, two daughters and ten servants. The census 
handily tells us that the property contains 24 rooms. Ernest 
Amherst Villiers (1863-1923) was a clergyman and Liberal 
politician, his wife, Elaine was the daughter of the 1st 
Baron Wimborne. He resigned from holy orders to take up 
a political career and in 1905 was elected MP for Brighton, 
a seat which he held until he chose not to stand in the 
1910 election. He died in Speen, Newbury. 

From 1935 onwards

The 1935 Kelly’s Directory lists Col. Arthur Henty VD DL JP, 
(1848-1936), at Oaklands. Henty was a senior magistrate 
in West Sussex for 54 years and was a Deputy Lieutenant 
for the county. Having lived in Worthing and Henfield he 
moved to Oaklands in 1912. This is confirmed by the 1914 
Chichester Directory. Colonel Henty joined the Volunteers in 
1866 and served with them for 45 years. He was Treasurer 
of Worthing Town Council. He was a member of the Henty 
banking family of Worthing. He served on West Sussex 
County Council for several years. It could well be that Col. 
Henty’s lengthy residence at Oaklands led to the belief that 
the house had originally been built for the Hentys.

The 1939 National Register (which introduced identity 
cards) provides a snapshot of the civilian population of 
England and Wales just after the outbreak of the Second 

World War. The Register 
provides the most complete 
survey of the population of 
England and Wales between 
1921 and 1951. An Alfred T 
Hand and his wife Elizabeth 
and daughter Elsie are 
registered at “Oaklands”, 
though Alfred is described as 
a cowman. The 1950 Directory 
has listed under College Lane 
Oaklands Park as occupied 
by West Sussex County 
Council, Chichester Nursery 
School. The 1954 Directory 
lists the property as per 
1950 but the nursery school 
has been joined by the Civil 
Defence Corps: Chichester 
Sub-Division HQ and Training 
Centre. The 1964 Directory is the same as 1954. By 1966 the 
Nursery School is no longer listed. The 1968 Directory is as 
per 1966 but the Sussex Constabulary Training School and 
Recruitment Centre are jointly occupying Oaklands Park 
with the Civil Defence. The 1972 Directory is as per 1968 but 
the Sussex Police have moved out leaving the Civil Defence 
as sole occupants of Oaklands Park. At some time after 
1973 the building was acquired by Bishop Otter College, 
now the University of Chichester.

……………………………………….
A version of this article was originally published in 
Chichester History No.36 Summer 2020 

Oaklands House in the 1930s when Col. Arthur Henty lived there      Photo: West Sussex Record Office/JT Robinson, chauffeur to Col Henty
The 1911 Census showing Oaklands House occupied by the Villiers family, and living there in some style with a governess, butler, 
cook, kitchen maid, under housemaid, nurse, lady’s maid, head housemaid, footman and coachman            Image: National Archives

Oaklands House today is 
owned by the University              

Photo: Richard Childs
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THE LIVESTOCK MARKETS OF CHICHESTER 
Amy Roberts on an important element of this city’s rural character which ended 30 years ago 
On Wednesday 24th October 1990, the gavel struck on the last ‘beast’, a barren Friesian cow, to be sold at Chichester’s 
final livestock market, marking the end of centuries of livestock trade in the city. This event, and the market’s history, is 
being celebrated at the Novium Museum with an exhibition.

The Livestock Market in Chichester’s East Street, 1870-72

A Chichester street market in the 15th century imagined by artist 
Michael Codd in 2000

Early records show that markets belonging to 
the Earls of Cornwall were held in Chichester in 
the 1100s. In 1316 the right to hold a market was 
transferred to the citizens of Chichester, and in 
1685 King James II granted the city a charter which 
enshrined the right for Chichester to hold markets 
‘every week, in the said city of Chichester…for ever’. 

By Victorian times (1837-1901) Chichester had 
separate sites for selling different products. The 
‘Beast Market’, for livestock, was held in the city’s 
main streets. Tethered horses and cattle filled East 
Street. Pens of calves, sheep and pigs stretched 
from the Market Cross up North Street and 
sometimes spilled over into East Street. This was to 
the annoyance of some local residents as Charles 
Swainson observed in 1866:

“two streets that lead to the Cross are absolutely 
impassable…The cattle and sheep and pigs stand in 
their own filth for so many hours that…they leave their 
marks behind on the pavement…”

A new market 

The mess caused by animal markets caused many 
towns to move their markets to new sites away from 
the city centre. In Chichester a spirited campaign by 
local residents forced the construction of a purpose-
built site off Eastgate Square, away from the city 
centre. Building work began in 1868.

Chichester had three main auction companies, Wyatts, 
Hobgens, and Strides. Stride and Son started in 1890 and 
specialised in cattle and sheep. Wyatts (later Henry Adams 
and Partners) sold pigs and poultry and were involved in the 
market from the 1870s. Farm animals remained a feature of 
the city streets into the early 1960s as animals were herded 
from the station or local farms to the market. As road transport 
replaced rail this became a less frequent sight until eventually 
ceasing altogether by the late 1960s.  

After the mid-1970s the future of the livestock market became 
less certain. It declined for many reasons. Slaughter houses 
and supermarkets began buying directly from farmers, stricter 
health and food safety regulations came into force, and 
restrictions on the export of live animals meant that the cost 
of running livestock auctions began to outweigh the profits 
generated. 

To find out more visit The Novium Museum’s 
new exhibition ‘The Livestock Markets of 
Chichester’. Drawing on objects, photographs, 
moving image and oral histories from the 
museum’s collection this exhibition celebrates 
the city’s historic livestock industry, still 
remembered today by many local residents. 
www.thenovium.org/livestock30The Livestock Market in Chichester’s North Street, 1870

Chichester’s Livestock Market in its final year. Auctioneer Derek Bowerman of Stride & Son undertakes a sheep sale on 23rd May1990

Redevelopment plans

Redevelopment of the site and relocation of 
the livestock market outside Chichester was 
considered but eventually ruled out. In 1988 a 
Market Redevelopment Sub-Committee was 
set up, tasked with preparing a brief for the 
redevelopment of the Cattle Market site.

Despite much campaigning, on 6th March 
1990 the council voted in favour of taking the 
entire site back for use as a car park. The 
final livestock market in Chichester took place 
later in the same year on 24th October. The site 
remains a car park to this day, aptly named the 
Cattle Market.

Amy Roberts is Collections Officer at the Novium 
Museum 

All illustrations courtesy of the Museum
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WHITHER CHICHESTER? 
Andrew Berriman is worried about the future of a city he loves
Many Chichester locals are worried about their city. They contrast it with nearby, albeit smaller, market towns such as 
Midhurst or Arundel or Petworth, each of which seems to be far less scarred by out-of-town shopping, huge housing 
developments, excessive traffic and general urban sprawl. Chichester was once a compact city, with clear boundaries 
such as the former railway line (now Centurion Way) to the west. Its legacy of Roman, mediaeval, and Georgian buildings 
(which almost defined Chichester to the outside world and made locals proud to live amongst such heritage) has become 
swamped by nondescript modernism, whether commercial office or domestic house. Confidence has been knocked; 
some feel that Chichester is in danger of becoming a lost cause. They wonder whether it can ever again be, in the words 
of Eric Gill back in 1900, ‘as human as home, as lovely as Heaven’? So, whither Chichester, has its past got a future? 

Annus horribilis 

As a local historian all I can do is offer some sense of 
perspective. The parting of the ways for Chichester 
came in 1964.  Just as the Queen had her ‘annus 
horribilis’ in 1992 (daughter divorced, son separated, 
Windsor Castle on fire), so Chichester had a dismal 
time in 1964. The iconic Westgate bottleneck, which 
gave the city the feel of being almost a monastic 
enclave, was demolished. So was Sharp Garland’s 
grocery shop at Eastgate, reputedly the oldest in the 
country. Worse still was the ‘Sack of Somerstown’, 
its delightful early 19th century terraced houses torn 
down by the Council for no good reason: sheer 
vandalism. The Avenue de Chartres was constructed, 
its romantic name doing little to disguise the fact 
that this bleak dual carriageway cut straight through 
Westgate Fields. No longer could locals walk across 
open meadows from Cathedral to Harbour. If you 
have the time, read Alan Green’s excellent book on 
his childhood, Chichester in the 1960s - and weep. 

The Tesco roundabout frightens the life out of most 
motorists, including me. As for the Avenue de Chartres 
multistorey decked car park, with its upturned jampots, I 
find it a real ‘Chisore’ and have never used it. Amazingly it’s 
in the Guardian’s list of the best ten car parks in the world. 
I’m more than embarrassed at the dereliction of the former 
Boys’ High School site at Kingsham, as I taught there for 
thirty years. And if the Southern Gateway Plan doesn’t do 
away with the railway level crossings at Basin Rd, and 
Southgate, then forget it. 

Finally the ongoing A27 bypass nightmare, and its 
numerous roundabouts; more nooses than a ‘string of 
pearls’. As the High School was adjacent to it, its traffic-
jam petrol fumes did little for my asthma. A dispassionate 
viewpoint, from a drone, would no doubt favour a Northern 
Relief Road, but passions are too high for there to be 
any outcome other than stalemate. Of course, it’s not all 
bad news. I love the Minerva Theatre, the Centurion Way 
cycleway, the university chapel, the large grassy squares 
retained at Roussillon Park and Graylingwell Park. 

A balance sheet

Is the balance sheet for Chichester half full or half empty?  
The city is still small and walkable using its four main 
streets, where I often come across people I know, and pass 
the time of day with. I like that. Evidence of its historic past 
- Cathedral, Market Cross, Pallant House, St. Mary’s, much 
more - is still visible. People, including me, still want to live 
here. The Festival Theatre is still a class act. The worry is 
that city centre retail is in decline, even pre-Covid, a victim 
of the relentless onslaught of online shopping. And young 
people, particularly students, find it all rather dull. So yes, 
surely Chichester will survive, but how can we avoid the 

steady decline in its economic prosperity, and more 
importantly, how can we restore some feelgood ‘joie 
de vivre’, so that it again can become a ‘Special City’? 
I wish I knew……but as a historian I can’t predict the 
future.

Andrew Berriman is a historian who has lived and 
worked in Chichester for decades

Westgate Fields with a new road under construction in 1964, later named Avenue de Chartres     Photo: Andrew Berriman

The Sharp Garland shop at Eastgate is demolished in 1964. 
Photo: John Templeton

The Westgate bottleneck before the new roundabout was built
Photo: John Templeton

High Street Somerstown awaits demolition in 1963
Photo: Andrew Berriman

The fight-back

But the next decade saw a fightback. Out of all this 
destruction came a determination that enough was enough. 
If Chichester was to remain a ‘very special city’, as it was 
termed by Dr. Thomas Sharp in his seminal 1949 report, 
Georgian City, A Plan for Chichester, then something 
drastic had to be done to ‘Save our City’. This became 

the rallying cry of the Chichester Society, formed in 
November 1973 by David Goodman. Its meeting in the 
Cathedral in June 1974 was attended by over 1,500 
concerned locals. Christopher Fry wrote a sonnet 
especially for the occasion; it began What can be said 
of the spoiler of cities and ended, And nothing then 
can reinstate a city that we cared about too late. But 
it wasn’t too late, thanks to direct action, sit-ins, sleep-
ins, with many successful conservation campaigns. 
What became the New Park Centre was saved from 
demolition. A County Council scheme in 1967 to create 
a dual-carriageway inner ring road round the city, 
hugging the Walls, was abandoned, saving 60 houses 
in Orchard St., and Franklin Place. The houses fronting 
Crane St. were saved, becoming shops. However, the 
city centre pedestrianisation (1976) was perhaps a 
mixed blessing, as juggernaut HGV lorries still need 
access to the rear of shops, so use narrow backstreets 
such as St Martin’s Square, Little London or the Pallants.

Blots on the landscape

Sadly, real blots can still be found on the Chichester 
townscape. The former Telephone Exchange (1973), 
empty and unloved, is a huge carbuncle in Chapel 
Street; then there’s Metro House, trapped inside the 
scary Northgate roundabout; the Novium Museum, 
unsympathetically out of scale in intimate Tower Street; 
the Eastgate gyratory rat-run, so unkind to pedestrians. 
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A WALLS WALK THIS SPRING
Continuing our walk which began last December 
with Anne Scicluna as our guide
We’ll begin with a reminder: during this walk you may notice bronze 
discs set into the pavement with a Roman gladius sword to point the 
way, and also bronze strips in pavements at the four main gates, 
showing where you leave the original city. 

Walk from North Street along Priory Lane to the corner, where a stone 
plaque records that this entrance to Priory Park was ‘Opened by the 
Duke of Richmond and Gordon, 23 May 1990’. Into the small gate on 
your left, and notice the top of what had been a window or door during 
medieval times. See the very old fruit trees: you are now in Smith’s 
Orchard which has become part of Priory Park. Here you will find a 
circular walled area with seats around and a huge Welsh stone in the 
centre. This is a sensory garden created by Chichester’s three Rotary 
Clubs to mark Rotary’s centenary in 2005.

Around Priory Park

We walk up a gentle slope to enable people with disabilities to get onto 
the Wall. At the top, look down to your right to see a statue of Neptune, 
which used to stand over a water conduit in South Street. It was made 
to a secret recipe towards the end of the eighteenth century in a London 
factory run by Eleanor Coade which is why this ceramic (not stone) is 
today termed coadestone. Look over the Wall to your left towards a row 
of houses in Franklin Place. Note the chimneys: in the main they were 
made in Fareham, and the makers put their own design of white rings 
round the tops. Each house has two sets of chimneys, as they are double-
pitched.

Now look across the bowling-green and further to the Guildhall. This was 
part of the Franciscan friary dissolved by King Henry VIII, and later used 
as a court. Important trials were held at the Guildhall, notably William 
Blake, who was tried for sedition in 1804; and before that, seven members 
of the notorious Hawkhurst smuggling gang in 1749. Next to the children’s 
playground is the ‘Mound’, on the top of which Roger de Montgomery 
erected a wooden castle after the Conquest. This was the motte, and the 
bailey would have covered what is now the park. Imagine all the small 
buildings here – stables, breweries, kitchens, small homes, and lots more. 

Fantastic views

From this vantage point you can see 
at least four ages of our city – Roman, 
Norman, Medieval as well as present-
day. At the next corner, look across 
the park to view the motte and the 
Cathedral with its unusual detached 
bell tower, as well as lots of roofs and 
chimneys – one of the best views in 
the city. If you are tall enough (I’m 
not!) you can look over the Wall to see 
the trees in Jubilee Park, created to 
honour Queen Victoria’s two jubilees, 
and continued today when a Cedar of 
Lebanon was planted to honour our 
own Queen in 2012

The Walls walk continues southwards 
but has been cut by Priory Road. So 
we must leave the Walls here, down a 
gentle slope to a gate and cross to the 
other side. Before climbing onto the 
East Walls look for a blocked doorway 
by the steps. Here there was a powder 
store probably dating to the Napoleonic 
Wars and linked to the nearby Army 
Drill Hall. Beside the steps is the newly 
opened Lower Walls Walk which allows 
people with disabilities to enjoy walks 
around the Walls. Once onto the East 
Walls look to your right to see the Army 
Drill Hall, formerly used by the Sussex 
Yeomanry. See how the flintwork is 
galletted – small slices of flint inserted 
between the main ones. This is time-
consuming work as flint is notoriously 

A distinctive statue of Neptune will be found 
in Priory Park 

Photo: Anthony Quail

The Guildhall, once part of a Franciscan friary, today adds grace to Priory Park
Photo: David Wilson

difficult to use: the small slivers of flint must be inserted manually 
– and they’re very sharp! It’s very expensive to do - which is why, 
apart from this area and Norfolk, galletted flintwork is not often 
seen. The wider area of the Walls on which you are standing is 
where the regimental band played to entertain guests when there 
were banquets in the Drill Hall.

Shippams

Walk further and on the right are new flats where the Shippams 
paste factory once stood. When they were being built a large 
number of Roman artefacts were found, as well as Shippam’s 
paste pots! Over the Wall to your left is where the Bishop’s hop 
garden once was. At the end the Wall is where the East Gate stood 
until 1783, over the top of which was the local gaol. Now turn right 
into East Street and then left into St. John’s Street, passing the 
Grade I listed St. John’s Chapel with its triple-decker pulpit, on 
your left. 

Turn right and cross a car park. On your left are more of the Walls 
and another bastion, this one with a small building on the top. 
Leaving the car park, continue down Theatre Lane to Southgate 
and cross to the Fountain Inn, where the author HG Wells’ mother 
lived for a while. Look under the eaves to see how the Wall forms 
the back of the Fountain Inn. At this point you can either end your 
walk or carry on through the pub courtyard to see the Walls from 
the outside.
……………………………………

Anne Scicluna grew up in the city, is a Green Badge registered 
guide and has been Mayor on three occasions.

A gunpowder store was once  
located within the East Walls  Photo: John Wichers

Looking west from the East Walls is one of the finest views in Chichester
Batik image by Rosi Robinson for Priory Park’s centenary in 2018 (rosi@rosirobinson.com) 
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• PC & Laptop Repairs / Upgrades
• Apple iMac & MacBook Support

• New Computer Setups
• Small Business Support

• and much more...
01243 216313

support@bluefishcs.co.uk
www.bluefishcs.co.uk

COMPUTER HELP?

COULD YOU MANAGE  
THE CHISOC WEBSITE?

Webmaster Bob Wiggins is stepping 
down and we are looking for an 

enthusiast to promote the Society 
through its website

– you can assess this at

www.chichestersociety.org.uk
If this interests you, contact Bob at

webmaster@chichestersociety.org.uk

Extensive newspaper delivery service
Lottery, Cigars, Cards, Stamps, Gifts,  

Sandwiches,Tea, Coffee and so much more
5 St. Martins Street      Tel. 01243 778877

Open from 5am – 7 days


