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A NOTE FOR YOUR DIARIES

AGM 2020
7.00 pm Wednesday 21 October 

Assembly Room, Chichester
Opened by Richard Plowman, 

Mayor of Chichester.
Professor Jane Longmore

Vice Chancellor  
University of Chichester 

will speak on   
A sense of place: the role of 

higher education in West Sussex

Further information on page 19
Proceedings are subject to 
Government requirements. 
Details will be emailed to 

members closer to the meeting

WANTED: LISTENING COUNCILS
The public wants our councils to listen and respond, not listen and ignore

Last November, our County Council (WSCC) invited the public to take 
part in a consultation about Rumboldswhyke School. The upshot was 
a resounding 90 percent preference for saving the school. This Society 
chipped in, saying not to close a school so well located for journeys on 
foot and by bike, and to keep the school for all the new houses coming 
to the east of the city. Ignoring all this, WSCC’s Cabinet voted to close; 
incidentally overturning the recommendation of their own Scrutiny 
Committee.

Later, the Scrutiny Committee was overruled a second time, and 
the school seemed headed for closure. But Whitehall intervened. 
The Minister compared WSCC’s arguments with those of 
the campaigners, and decided the campaigners’ case was 
stronger. Troublingly, enquiries have unearthed a series of emails 
demonstrating WSCC was intent on closing Rumboldswhyke 
months before the consultation began. What’s the point in spending 
taxpayers’ money on consultations if, behind the scenes, a decision 
has already been reached, and even a ‘target date’ set?

We’ve seen this kind of thing before. That’s how, spanning the 
railway next to Bishop Luffa School, there is a bridge designed to 
only pedestrian standards on a national cycle route. And collective 
‘deafness’ is not limited to WSCC. The Friends of Centurion Way have 
seen glacial movement at Chichester District Council when arguing 
for better pedestrian and cycling provision at the Whitehouse Farm 
development. Is it not time for an overhaul in the way our councils do 
business, and put an end to, as we put it in our March 2018 Newsletter, 
a culture of ‘Consult, then carry on regardless’?

Bill Sharp, Vice Chairman
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RAF TANGMERE AND THE BATTLE OF BRITAIN 
Chichester was close to the action, as David Coxon describes on the 80th anniversary
To understand what happened over Chichester’s skies it helps to be aware, first, that this aerial battle lasted 114 days 
from 10 July to 31 October 1940; and second, the European situation at the time. By July 1940 France was over-run, 
the British Expeditionary Force had been evacuated from Dunkirk, and Germany held most of north-west Europe. 
The German High Command was preparing to invade Britain in what they called Operation Seelöwe or Sealion, a 
prerequisite to success being the elimination of the Royal Air Force. Reich Marshal Herman Goering ordered attacks 
from 10 July 1940 in what became known as the Battle of Britain.

At the start RAF Fighter Command had 53 squadrons, 
each of 12 aircraft, so 630 planes in all. German opposition 
was over three times as great. The Luftwaffe comprised 
about 2,250 combat-ready aircraft of which no fewer than 
1,000 were fighters. At RAF Tangmere, the day fighter force 
consisted of Hurricanes for No 43 and No 601 squadrons, 
with No 145 dispersed at the newly completed RAF 
Westhampnett, now Goodwood Aerodrome.

The battle begins

The first phase was a period of heavy German attacks 
on coastal convoys designed to bring RAF fighters into 
battle with the numerically superior Luftwaffe. Tangmere 
squadrons were fully employed during this period in 
defence of the convoys and lost a number of pilots but 
claimed many victories. RAF losses were minimised by 
Fighter Command’s Sir Hugh Dowding’s wise refusal 
to commit large numbers of fighters to action over the 
Channel, where warning time was shorter and German 
fighters gained from reduced range to target. As a result 
of this careful management of resources, the RAF’s fighter 
strength increased to about 740 aircraft available for 
the next phase of the battle. On 1 August Hitler issued 
a directive to the Luftwaffe ‘to overpower the English 
Air Force with all forces at its command in the shortest 
possible time’. Goering translated this into a strategy, 
known as Adlerangriff or Eagle Attack, into a progressive 
campaign to destroy the RAF in the air and on the ground.

Tangmere almost destroyed 

The second phase of the battle began with continued 
heavy raids on Channel convoys and the start of intensive 
attacks on RAF bases and radar stations across southern 

England. In under a week (8 to 12 August), Tangmere’s 
squadrons lost almost a third of its aircraft (16) in defence 
of Operation ‘Peewit’, a westbound Channel convoy off 
the Isle of Wight and Portland. August 13 (Eagle Day) 
was a day of more mass raids, but there were many 
successful interceptions by Tangmere squadrons, 
including a Junkers 88 shot down into Swanbourne Lake 
at Arundel.

Three days later, Friday 16 August at 1300 hours, 
Tangmere was bombed by a large force of Junkers Stuka 
dive-bombers that inflicted severe damage to the airfield. 
All the hangars were completely destroyed or badly 
damaged, as were station workshops, sick quarters, 
the Officer’s Mess and all power, water and sanitation 
systems. Despite this destruction Tangmere remained 
operational as an airfield. But ten servicemen and three 
civilians were killed and another twenty injured. However, 
the Luftwaffe did not have it all their own way; Hurricanes 
and Spitfires destroyed nine enemy dive-bombers and 
badly damaged seven more. Following this raid, the 
Tangmere Sector Operations Room was relocated to St 
James’ School in Chichester, known today as Portfield 
Primary Academy; while the Officers Mess went to nearby 
Shopwyke House, that after the War became home to 
Westbourne House School.

Two days later on 18 August both sides sustained heavy 
losses. Tangmere squadrons achieved more Stuka ‘kills’ 
in the defence of RAF Thorney Island, Ford and the Poling 
Radar Station. These Stuka losses forced the Luftwaffe 
to abandon operations of this kind over England. A 
comparative lull followed until 24 August, the beginning of 
the next phase of the battle.

Friday 16 August 1940: RAF Tangmere on fire after Junkers Stuka dive-bombers had attacked           Image: Andy Saunders Collection

Aircraft factories targeted

The third phase began with heavy daily raids on RAF 
airfields in southern England and major attacks on 
aircraft factories including Vickers at Brooklands, Short 
Brothers at Rochester and Supermarine at Southampton. 
Tangmere’s Hurricanes and Spitfires were involved in 
intercepting most of these raids. Losses of experienced 
aircrew were now causing concern to both sides but 
fortunately for RAF Fighter Command the Luftwaffe 
changed its tactics. At the start of the Battle of Britain, 
Hitler had forbidden direct attacks on London and the civil 
population, hoping to persuade Britain to accept a “Peace 
Treaty”. Now things were different.

London’s blitz

The start of the fourth phase saw the Luftwaffe 
commence heavy daylight raids on London believing 
that Messerschmitt fighters could safely escort the 
Dornier, Heinkel and Junkers bombers. However, the 
Messerschmitt had insufficient endurance and wasn’t 
able to provide adequate support, leading to great losses 
in bomber aircrew. September 15 saw the climax of this 
phase of the battle, with both sides suffering the heaviest 
losses of the whole campaign.

Daylight bombing was discontinued during October and 
London became the focus of massive night attacks – the 
‘Blitz’. Daylight enemy activity was limited to nuisance 
raids by Messerschmitt fighter bombers. The RAF’s 
fighter strength held steady (about 730 aircraft) but 
the Luftwaffe’s strength both in aircraft and pilots was 
beginning to fail. It is argued that switching the attacks 
to UK cities, particularly London ensured a British victory. 

The intensity of the Luftwaffe attacks slowly waned, 
although the Blitz continued into 1941. Britain’s freedom 
had been saved by Sir Hugh Dowding and the ‘Few’.

A battle audit

Over the whole campaign, Fighter Command lost 537 
aircrew killed and as many again badly injured out 
of some 3,000 aircrew who took part in the battle. The 
Luftwaffe lost almost five times as many men (2,662) and 
more than 6,000 wounded or captured. The British lost ten 
fighters for every nineteen German aircraft destroyed. 
During the battle eight squadrons at Tangmere and 
Westhampnett, mainly equipped with Hurricanes, claimed 
over 300 enemy aircraft destroyed.

David Coxon is Deputy Director of Tangmere Military 
Aviation Museum

In Defence of Tangmere: No 43 Squadron Hurricanes engaging Luftwaffe Ju 87 Stukas attacking RAF Tangmere, 16 August 1940
Painting: Paul Couper

‘A No 602 Squadron Spitfire Mk 1. This squadron was based 
at RAF Westhampnett, Tangmere’s satellite airfield, during the 
Battle of Britain’.                          Image: Andy Saunders collection.
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CHICHESTER’S WILDLIFE CORRIDORS 
Writer and naturalist Richard Williamson on why these spaces need protection.
Artists with either camera or their paintbrushes usually portray cathedrals with countryside in the foreground. At 
minimum this may only be a cathedral green, as in Exeter, while at best there are surrounding trees and meadows as 
in Salisbury. Turner’s painting of Chichester’s spire from the canal remains an iconic image today. These elements are 
clearly connected. Pastoral care arose from the ideal of pastoral scenery where the good shepherd cared for his flock. 
During World War Two, for instance, Frank Newbould’s subtle recruitment poster Your Britain - fight for it now, depicted 
the bucolic British countryside of the South Downs with the image of a shepherd and his flock of sheep above the 
channel coast.

From far away on Bow Hill, above Kingley Vale, the spire 
of Chichester Cathedral provides a focal point for the 
viewer’s eye. It focuses our attention on what Sir Arthur 
Tansley once called the finest view in Britain. As the 
founder of the Nature Conservancy and the author of 
The British Isles and their Vegetation, he had examined 
every part of the United Kingdom. Much of this view is of 
woodlands and fields lying to the west of the City. If we 
accept Tansley’s judgement, that this view is supreme, 
then today it is still in a very special category indeed 
within the whole of the UK. So we must all protect it for 
our succeeding generations, who will expect to find it 
unsullied in the future.

Disappearing views

Urban development along the South Coast between 
Portsmouth and Eastbourne has left only five miles of 
unbuilt land. Several views of this superb countryside 
with the approaching spire beckoning the weary 
traveller have already gone. Some are in the process of 
disappearing. One worthy of special mention is to the 

north-west along the road from West Stoke at Whitehouse 
Farm. This was also the favourite view of Sussex author 
and historian, the late Bernard Price.  Those fields then 
with their old hedgerow oaks made as historic a fragment 
of scenery as that found around Parham Park near 
Storrington. They also added to the cultural history of the 
city because it was here in 1819 that John Keats walked 
on his way to Stansted where he wrote one of his greatest 
poems: The Eve of St Agnes. One can imagine him, on a 
freezing January day, looking back at the spire and the 
city as he developed the genesis of the poem. 

Manhood migration

Equally valuable for our cultural heritage is the bio-
diversity area west of Chichester. The District Council 
has been examining this with the guidance of interested 
parties such as DEFRA, Sussex Wildlife Trust, the 
Woodland Trust and others. The Council has recognised 
that quite apart from island communities of wild life in 
ancient woods, hedges, fields and streams, this land 
also provides crucial corridors for insects, birds, and 

mammals, especially bats, which migrate locally and also 
between the continent, Chichester Harbour and to the South 
Downs and beyond. Migration landfall on the Manhood 
Peninsula radiates north in spring and summer and returns 
in autumn. Today it has become essential to classify the most 
valuable of these areas in order to fit them into the official 
planning processes so that new development can safely 
continue without irreparable damage to wildlife in Sussex 
and the rest of the UK. They are vital in connecting many of 
the international and nationally most valuable sites which the 
District Council as planning authority has in its care. 

Five corridors

Wildlife Corridors are partly based on data stored by the 
Sussex Wildlife Trust. Bats, barn-owls and water-voles are 
among the six key indicator species but they represent only 
the tip of the iceberg. It’s a list of areas that includes 10 of 
European status, 38 Sites of Special Scientific Interest and 
130 Local Wildlife Sites. There are several around Chichester 
which follow obvious linear routes north to south with streams 
as their main component, but also include thick hedgerows 
and ancient woods. They connect Chichester Harbour and the 
South Downs National Park and are based on the four main 
peninsulas in the harbour: Thorney Island, Chidham, Bosham, 
and Manhood peninsulas. The most westerly corridor is from 
Emsworth north to Westbourne; another runs along the Ham 
Brook at Nutbourne; a third from Broadbridge (Bosham) to 
East Ashling; the fourth connects Fishbourne to East Broyle 
and Brandy Hole Copse; a fifth, east of Chichester, links 
Pagham Harbour to Goodwood and the South Downs.

Six decades 

For fifty-five years I have studied all of these areas. In 1965, 
the Nature Conservancy commissioned me to write the very 
first wildlife survey of Chichester Harbour and draw up its 
original boundary as a Site of Special Scientific Interest 
that gave it national protection. The RSPB then adopted this 
type of survey of UK coastal habitats, and entitled it the Birds 
of Estuaries Enquiry, which led to the Wetland Bird Survey 
placing Chichester Harbour among the top twenty UK sites. 
I also surveyed Chichester Gravel Pits with its wealth of 
waterfowl some of which are rare such as the wintering flocks 
of smew duck. I was also invited to prepare a wildlife report 
of the Goodwood Estate with suggestions for its maintenance. 
Furthermore, the management plans and fifty-five years of 
detailed recording at Kingley Vale National Nature Reserve 
are still ongoing. I remain convinced of the need to maintain 
crucial links for wildlife between such areas. 

Sussex treasures

All of these corridors provide instances of spectacular 
migration: hoverflies and ladybirds come in from the 
continent and pollinate our orchards and other food crops 
far across the UK. There have also been extraordinary 
flights of millions of red admirals and painted lady butterflies 
along these corridors. Rare birds such as wryneck, hoopoe, 
landrail and egret use them regularly every year. The fields 
south of Brandy Hole Copse (location for new housing at 
Whitehouse Farm) are especially valuable, as they are the 
only known site in this country where the Queen of Spain 
fritillary butterfly has bred. All of these wildlife corridors 
around Chichester are our Sussex treasures and we owe 
them our pastoral care.

Photos on this page: with thanks to Brian HenhamFrank Newbould’s iconic view of the South Downs was published as a poster during WW2                        Image: Wikipedia

Hoverflies travel along wildlife corridors, pollinating food crops

Painted Lady on wild marjoram, often found in late summer

Queen of Spain Fritillary - a rare immigrant only seen on 
the South Coast

Great-spotted Woodpecker, one of 45 breeding in this area
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PEOPLE WHO MADE THEIR MARK ON THIS CITY
John Templeton honours the passing of four supporters of the Society, notable 
for the difference they made to the quality of Chichester’s civic life.  
We record our thanks and condolences to their families.

DAVID ANSTIS 

In the 1980s it was observed that whereas it was possible 
to follow a complete circuit of the city walls of Chester or 
York, this was not possible in Chichester. David Anstis, an 
architect, who died in May 2020, chaired a sub-committee 
to draw up proposals for filling the missing links. David 
held detailed discussions with the city and district 
councils and the cathedral authorities and secured their 
endorsement for this ambitious project. It was submitted 
to the Civic Trust’s ‘Pride of Place competition where it 
won a commendation and a cheque for £1,000.

The most obvious need was for a new access from 
Priory Lane into Priory Park to avoid a detour down the 
lane to the main entrance into the park to pick up the 
East Walls Walk to Eastgate. David designed the new 
entrance, footpath and ornate metal railings. The new 
link was opened by the 10th Duke of Richmond on 23 May 
1990. The 7th Duke had donated the Park to the people of 
Chichester in 1918 as a memorial to those lost in WW I.

The District Council then took over the overall project 
and created other links including the South East Walls 
Walk from Friary Lane to South Pallant and the Avenue 
de Chartres entrance to the Bishops Palace Garden. The 
City Walls Walk can now be easily followed with signage 
and information boards.

PETER HOMER 

Peter died in January 2020. He joined the Chichester 
Observer in 1966 and rose to become Chief Reporter and 
News Editor for the Observer series. For over forty years 
Peter was, in the words of the present editor, the ‘public 
face of the Observer for thousands of people, known for 
his huge professionalism, calmness and kindness. He 
was the consummate journalist, scrupulously fair and 
respected, and liked by all.’ 

Peter was not afraid to criticise the public authorities 
when he sensed the mood of the citizens. He usually 
published the society’s press releases and sometimes 
produced a news story around them. During the twenty 
year campaign for a South Downs National Park, in 2002 
he printed on the Observer’s front page: ’National Park 
dream gets closer’ and headed his leading article: ‘Time 
for County to be positive over National Park.’

Following his retirement Peter wrote some twenty 
articles for our newsletters from 2007 to 2012, but under 
the pseudonym ‘Cicestrian’ so he could say what he 
wanted to say on issues of general interest or concern. 
These three examples, ‘No to cycling on the pavements’ 
(September 2007), ‘Replace those level crossings’ (March 
2008) and ‘Cicestrian returns to the fray on ‘A’ Boards’ 
(June 2012) could have been written yesterday! All his 
articles can be read on our website (click ‘newsletters’.)

Peter was a 
consummate 
journalist, 
scrupulously 
fair and 
respected.    
               
Photo: 
courtesy of 
the Chichester 
Observer

David designed these ornate railings along the new footpath into 
Priory Park                                                    Photo: John Templeton

DEREK GOWLING 

Derek was a highly experienced and qualified town 
planner who died in August 2019. Just months after David 
Goodman had founded the Chichester Society he invited 
the Architects Journal (AJ) in January 1974 to commission 
a full professional appraisal about the city’s destruction. 
The AJ asked Derek to investigate. Throughout the 
spring and summer Derek monitored fast moving events 
including the transfer of planning powers from the County 

Council to the new Chichester District Council in April; 
and in June, the Cathedral meeting which attracted over 
1,500 irate citizens. He interviewed Eric Banks, former 
Town Clerk, Roy Worskett, city architect and planner for 
Bath, and many more.

Chapel and Crane Streets were threatened by a major 
redevelopment project by WSCC, the City Council and 
a developer to include a superstore, shops, multi storey 
car park, offices and a second telephone exchange. By 
August the details had been finalised and CDC was due to 
give it the go-ahead on 25 September. Derek’s appraisal 
was due to appear in the AJ on the very same day. The 
Society was sent an advance copy which was distributed 
to every councillor and on the eve of the meeting the 
developer suddenly withdrew, citing funding problems. 
The council meeting was packed to bursting. After a 
heated debate the council firmly rejected the development 
and the following spring consulted the public, the result 
being that the area was developed for housing and Crane 
Street was pedestrianised as a street of small shops with 
flats above. Derek continued to take a keen interest in the 
city and re-visited it on many occasions.

NIGEL MUIR 

Nigel was an arboriculturalist and dendrologist who 
died in December 2018. He moved to Chichester in the 
late 1970s from Hanwell in West London and joined 
the Society. In the early 1980s he chaired a Trees Sub-
Committee and in the 1990s became one of the first 
tree wardens for the city. Nigel helped to produce the 
Chichester Tree Trail published in 2000 and identified 
several thousand trees within the city walls.

When in London Nigel had hand-pollinated a group of 
open Tilia (lime) flowers which he named ‘The Hanwell 
Hybrids.’ One hybrid, ‘Harold Hillier’ is available 
commercially. Nigel planted his seedlings in various 
locations including the National Tilia Collection at 
Peasmarsh Place near Rye, West Dean Arboretum, 
and on a strip of land between the Chichester bypass 
and Ivy Lake, just east of the Whyke roundabout; here 
he established his own arboretum which is now an 
impressive tree screen along the bypass. In the 1980s 
Nigel planted in his most vigorous and impressive hybrid, 
considered to be unique: the Bishop’s Palace Lime, 
reference BPG 203, towards the eastern end of Bishop’s 
Palace Garden.

Nigel’s garden in Summersdale was crammed full of 
rare or unusual trees some of which have been replanted 
around the city.

Derek’s article about Chichester in the Architects Journal was 
very influential                             Photo: courtesy of Derek’s family

Nigel‘s unique hybrid Tilia tree is flourishing in Bishop’s Palace 
Garden                Photo: John Templeton
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THE SPIRIT OF CHICHESTER
Jeanette Hockley sums up on behalf of Chichester BID 
We have witnessed many local organisations show true resilience through the pandemic’s uncertain times. Not only 
are they diversifying and adapting services, but many have done wonderful work to support communities and boost 
morale, such as making scrubs for local health workers or donating food for the homeless. As Chichester BID (Business 
Improvement District) became aware of these inspiring stories we wanted to publicise and celebrate them. Here are 
just a few of the incredible contributions and acts of kindness that really highlight the spirit of Chichester. 

MASKS FOR NHS & CARE STAFF 

Since the outbreak of the Coronavirus pandemic there 
has been huge demand both nationally and within 
our community for protective clothing for medical 
professionals, what’s known as Personal Protective 
Equipment or PPE. We at Noviun Architects decided to 
help fight the virus by putting our in-house 3D printing 
technology to use: we have been printing face shields for 
frontline NHS staff and local health organisations. 

It’s been a collaborative effort. Locally, we have worked 
with The Makers Guild in Portsmouth and at our best 
have been able to print up to 300 mask components a 
week; these have then been assembled and shipped out 
to the NHS. But these efforts have occurred across the 
country through the Industry Prints initiative. This has 
seen contributions by over 40 architectural practices, 
contractors and businesses, all making vital PPE for 
the NHS frontline staff. Participants have included 
Foster+Partners, Willmott Dixon and HOK to name a few.

Dan Smith

MAKING SCRUBS

During the pandemic Chichester Scrubs had several 
teams of local volunteers making and distributing 
scrubs (protective clothing). Their expertise lay in 
fashion and costume design, dressmaking and soft 
furnishing production. Many were staff from the Festival 
Theatre, Chichester College and Elizabeth Turner Soft 
Furnishings. About 30 volunteers worked from home or 
in isolation in their work rooms and they were simply 

wonderful! Another team of 8-10 drove to collect and 
deliver the scrubs. We also had a Facebook group with 
a membership of about 350 many of whom were making 
laundry bags for the scrubs as well as much needed hats 
and masks. Our system worked like this: 

•	 Health workers contacted us via email and placed an 
order. 

•	 A number was assigned to each order for cutting at 
Batt Sails. 

•	  Pre-cut sets were collected and matched with the 
required haberdashery (thread, drawstrings, size 
labels etc) and then delivered to our volunteer makers. 

•	 On completion they were collected and placed in 
laundry bags, hats and masks added, and then 
delivered to health workers 

Originally, we made the patterns ourselves and cut them 
by hand which added days to the process, so we were 
very grateful to Dick Batt and his sail-making equipment 
when he stepped in.

During the summer we raised an estimated £15,000 
through generous donations from the public. After 
paying for materials the balance has gone to local NHS 
charities. In all, our teams made and delivered over 
600 sets of scrubs - and also donated over 500 scrubs 
bags and 1,000 scrub caps to local hospitals and health 
care workers. We stopped production in mid-June when 
orders slowed as industry re-started and many of our 
volunteers returned to paid work.

Sally Garner-Gibbons

Pharmacy staff with their new face masks made by Noviun Architects

MEALS FOR THE STREET HOMELESS

The Four Streets Project was officially ‘born’ in 2017 and now we 
have around 35 local volunteers who provide a continuous service 
throughout the week. When the Coronavirus situation become more 
serious in February we enhanced hygiene procedures but soon 
this was not enough. By early March it was clear a completely new 
approach was needed to ensure volunteers and the homeless were 
kept safe, and so Four Streets could maintain its commitment to ‘never 
missing a night.’

We have always had a very good relationship with all of the churches 
across Chichester although Four Streets is not a church or faith-
based group. Coincidentally, St Pancras Church was also looking at 
how it could safely operate their regular breakfast club by following 
Government safety guidance around hygiene and social distancing. 
Ideas were pooled and by mid-March Four Streets had started a 7 
days a week socially distanced hot take-away supper club for the 
homeless & vulnerable, based at St Pancras Church. Four Streets has 
since operated daily from St Pancras Church throughout the pandemic. 
On a typical night we have seen 30 or more people needing a hot 
takeaway dinner. But we have had to quickly and continuously adapt 
our processes because so many of our long term suppliers have closed 
their doors. However our volunteers are a fabulous team who have 
adapted to change quickly and we’re incredibly proud of what’s been 
achieved during such testing times.

Donna Ockenden

Dick Batt’s equipment has been invaluable for 
bulk cutting material to required designs

Chichester Scrubs volunteers working from home   

Fiona O’Connor, one of Chichester Scrubs 
organisers, shows off a newly-made set of scrubs

Our contributors come from a cross section of Chichester life: 
Jeanette Hockley is Chichester BID’s Operations Manager; Donna 
Ockenden is founder and volunteer with The Four Streets Project; 
Dan Smith is an Associate at Noviun Architects; Sally Garner-
Gibbons is Stage Manager at the Festival Theatre and lectures 
on production arts at Chichester College. 

Four Streets volunteers pack hot meals every evening at St Pancras Church
Photo: Andrew Miller
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Chichester Cathedral was bathed in blue on the evening 
of Thursday 30 April to honour all health professionals and 
carers. It was a stunning event made possible by Chichester 
Festival Theatre who provided equipment and expertise.
Photo: Daniel Smith. 
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ROUGH SLEEPING AND THE PANDEMIC
Sarah Dakin on how Stonepillow and its partners confronted many challenges 
As the reality of coronavirus became evident throughout the country, rough sleepers were thought to be more at risk 
of infection due to underlying health conditions. On 17 March the Government asked local authorities to get rough 
sleepers off the streets and into appropriate and safe accommodation. This is where Stonepillow and its many partners 
jumped into action in a collaborative response across Chichester and Bognor Regis. The challenges have been many 
and simultaneous: responding to Government guidance, keeping staff and clients safe, enhancing our IT systems, staff 
shortages due to self-isolation and social distancing, reduced food supplies, fund-raising events cancelled - and getting 
protective clothing at a time when face masks and hand sanitisers became rarer than diamonds, and just as costly. We 
have received a great deal of help from local businesses and the County Council. All this activity required a great deal 
of thinking outside the box!

Little Big Sleep Out

One of the side-effects of the pandemic has been a 
drop in income due to closed or cancelled fund-raising 
activities - and we must remember that Stonepillow is 
a charity so fundraising is essential. A lot of thinking 
has gone into new socially distanced ways of raising 
income. Readers of this magazine will know of the Big 
Sleep Out, one of our flagship events. We now have an 
alternative, the Little Big Sleep Out at Home, an online 
fun event that anyone could get involved with during 
lockdown. When held on 16 May we were delighted that 
over 500 people embraced the challenge by putting the 
‘fun’ into fundraising. They slept in wheelbarrows, trikes, 
on trampolines, double decker buses and in baths, and 
raised £17,000 for Stonepillow’s work with the homeless. 
Feedback and photographs show a vast amount of fun 
was had by all. 

As we look back over the spring and summer months 
it’s clear the pandemic has presented Stonepillow with 
immense difficulties. Yet throughout, our focus has been 

Partnership in action 

Stonepillow participated in a multi-agency planning 
group set up by the County Council. It had representation 
from all the voluntary and statutory agencies needed 
to ensure the logistical exercise of finding and placing 
people in accommodation worked smoothly. Local 
councils rose to the challenge. We worked with Arun and 
Chichester District Councils fast-tracking our procedures 
to get rough sleepers off the street and into emergency 
accommodation. There was great support from 
Chichester Travelodge, Butlins Bognor Regis and other 
providers to ensure we had enough places. 

By week 2 of lockdown we had successfully placed the 
vast majority of rough sleepers in this area into temporary 
emergency accommodation to help lower the risk of 
infection and enable them to self-isolate if needed. It was 
an opportunity to feel safe and secure which many had 
not experienced for a long time. This was extraordinarily 
empowering and many started to look at their aspirations 
for the future.

Food supplies 

To minimise the risk of spreading the virus it was decided 
to temporarily close our day centre at Bognor Regis 
and limit numbers accessing services at the Chichester 
centre. With several foodbanks and soup kitchens closed 
an immediate challenge was how to deliver meals to 
those in temporary accommodation. 

We had a busy and rewarding time transforming our 
Chichester Hub into a food distribution centre packing 

up essential food parcels and delivering lunches. And 
we continued our working relationship with Four Streets, 
HEART, Grandads Front Room, Food Banks, Fare Share, 
UK Harvest and other local suppliers. In this manner we 
were able to establish a system that ensured those in 
emergency accommodation had regular meals.

Housing First 

Our next big challenge came about with the imminent 
reopening of hotels. As time was of the essence we had 
already started working with social housing providers for 
accommodation to prevent 60 rough sleepers returning to 
the streets. We were fortunate to be awarded a grant from 

the National Lottery Community Fund 
to pilot a Housing First project across 
Chichester and Arun areas. Housing 
First has been part of homelessness 
strategies in Canada, Denmark, 
Finland, and France - where it has 
ended homelessness for 70 - 90 percent 
of those assisted. The distinctive feature 
of Housing First is that it provides 
intense support for the most vulnerable 
and disadvantaged rough sleepers. 
It enables them to set up a new home 
for life, links them with services they 
require and integrates them into the 
community. They build a new and 
independent life. Our hope is that 
Housing First will provide a long term 
solution to rough sleeping in Chichester 
and Bognor Regis.

Team members express their thanks for supporting StonepillowFood boxes being prepared by the distribution team 

‘Our House’, part of the Little Big Sleep Out held 16 May which 
raised £17,000 for Stonepillow charitable work

A typical food box delivered to Stonepillow clients during the 
pandemic - but the books vary!

a commitment to provide safe and responsive services for 
those who are homeless, vulnerably housed or sleeping 
rough in Chichester and Arun. There is still much to do 
in response to Covid 19 and addressing homelessness 
and rough sleeping in the longer term. But as a charity 
we have come through this stronger and focused, with a 
resilience to tackle challenges ahead. 

Sarah Dakin is Communications Manager at Stonepillow
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CHICHESTER’S GREEN SPACES WITH DAVID WILSON
Chichester has a lot of green spaces, some well-known, some less so. 
This walk focuses on north-west Chichester and is about four miles, 
taking two hours at a moderate pace. Begin at the Cross or anywhere you 
fancy - and become surprised at the variety of this city’s green spaces!
THE ROUTE

Go along South Street and turn right into Deanery 
Farm Lane by The Chantry, signposted Walls Walk. 
Continue straight on by the Lavant stream, which is 
likely to be a dry ditch in the summer months, the 
Prebendal School sports ground on your left, the City 
Walls on your right. Cross the ring road (with care!) and 
continue along a drive to Chichester College. Turn left, 
following a footpath that bears right, passed Westgate 
Leisure Centre as far as Via Ravenna. Turn right with 
the College on your right and proceed as far as a mini 
roundabout at the end of Westgate.

Now turn left along Westgate as far as Bishop Luffa 
School. This is the southern end of the Centurion Way 
footpath and cycle way, a very green and leafy route for 
much of the year. We now continue for over a mile as far 
as Brandy Hole Copse which was designated a Local 
Nature Reserve in 2001 by the District Council: look out for 
an information panel explaining the history of this area. 

Turn right by the panel, just before a 
bridge, continue past a pond and onto 
Brandy Hole Lane, with care, turning 
right to Lavant Road. Right again, 
and proceed as far a military-looking 
building, to cross the road and enter a 
path onto an expansive Green in the 
middle of Roussillon Park (the former 
barracks). Cross the Green straight 
ahead onto Summersdale Road and 
head south a short distance as far 
as Blomfield Drive on your left, the 
entrance to Graylingwell Park. Once 
on Blomfield Drive, turn immediate 
right onto a footpath along the edge 
of Havenstoke Park. At the far end 
turn right to cross Summersdale Road 
onto Wellington Road. After about 100 
yards turn left into Oaklands Park and, 
passing the Rugby club, head down 
the eastern edge of the Park.

Once past the theatre car park you’ll 
reach Oaklands Way. Cross here with 
care to Jubilee Gardens below the 
City Walls. This leads to the New Park 
Centre. I expect you can find your way 
back to the Cross from there. 

CONVERSATION PIECES 

Westgate Fields: if you had been 
walking here in 1960 you might well 
have seen grazing cattle or sheep. 
Building of the College began in 1962 
and the Ring Road dates from 1964. 

Looking the other way, there is a postern gate behind the Deanery, opposite 
the double bend in the path, by which Parliamentary troops entered the City 
in the Civil War. Although the Walls are Roman in origin, they have been 
rebuilt many times, but the prominent bastion is (mainly) Roman work.

Centurion Way: this is of course the old railway line to Midhurst which 
closed to passenger traffic in 1935 though freight and later gravel working 
continued to 1991. Proposals by the Whitehouse Farm developers to re-route 
and sanitise Centurion Way, an important corridor for wildlife as well as 
offering views of mature hedgerow trees, are being opposed by the Friends of 
Centurion Way at http://centurionway.org.uk/

Bishop Luffa School: honours the Bishop of Chichester from 1090 to 1123. 
He was admired as a churchman for regularly touring the diocese and 
preaching in rural churches, and for insisting that only freely given donations 
were acceptable. He oversaw much of the building of the original cathedral 
and raised funds for its rebuilding after a fire in 1114.

Brandy Hole Copse: these earthworks date back to the Iron Age and may 
represent defensible boundaries. In the 13th century they were incorporated 
into Brullius Regius a royal hunting park whose name survives as The Broyle. 
They were later deepened by 18th and 19th century gravel workings and 
attracted the attention of smugglers for a hiding place. A barrel of brandy 
was found when the Midhurst railway was being built!

Roussillon Park: a former barracks whose name derives from the French Roussillon Regiment which was overwhelmed 
at Quebec in 1759 by the British 35th Regiment (later incorporated into the Royal Sussex in 1832). There is a Memorial 
opposite the end of Brandy Hole Lane which records occupation of the site by the Royal Sussex Regiment from 1795 to 
1960; and by the Royal Military Police from 1964 to 2006. The Green was a parade ground until 1875.

Havenstoke Park: known as Havenstoke Field in documents as part of Broyle Farm in the 18th century. The ditch across 
the centre is part of the Iron Age earthworks called Chichester Dykes or Entrenchments, taken to indicate a major 
settlement in the area. It connects with a network running down to Bosham, and particularly with the Devil’s Ditch, 
running in a straight line from West Stoke through Lavant to Slindon.

Oaklands Park: purchased by Chichester City Council for £11,000 in 1939 at which point it was mostly a working farm. 
WW II saw the construction of a large reservoir to provide water for firefighting. After the war, sports clubs began to use 
the area; first Chichester RFC, then the Bowmen in 1954 and more recently tennis, football, softball and shooting clubs. 
The Festival Theatre was built in 1962.

Jubilee Gardens: look for plaques by three cedar trees planted by Mayors of Chichester to mark Royal Jubilees – 
William Smith for Queen Victoria’s Golden Jubilee 22 June 1887; Adolphus Ballard for the Diamond Jubilee 22 June 1897; 
and Anne Scicluna for Queen Elizabeth’s Golden Jubilee November 2012. 

Centurion Way in high summer is a 
delightful place                 Photo: Peter Woods

Havenstoke Park, once known as Havenstoke Field in the 18th century when part of Broyle Farm,  
adds dramatic space to Graylingwell.                    Photo: David Wilson

In the early stages  of our walk we pass the City Walls: this is one 
of the Roman bastions                                           Photo: David Wilson

The route for this pleasant walk begins at the Market Cross and continues clockwise.
 Map image: David Wilson/ADP
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CHICHESTER’S PORTFIELD CEMETERY
Richard Childs takes readers around a neglected part of this city’s history
It may seem a little strange recommending a visit to Chichester’s municipal cemetery at Portfield, but it contains several 
interesting features that merit a more detailed look. But to begin with, some background to understand why Portfield 
Cemetery was created. It’s all to do with public health. By the early nineteenth century many ancient churchyards 
and burial grounds had reached full capacity. An Act of 1854 required the closure of these burial grounds and the 
creation of new ones. Hence the creation of the Chichester Burial Board which in 1856 purchased 12 acres of land for 
£400 on the outskirts of the city. The new Portfield Cemetery on Church Road was opened in 1859 and included two 
mortuary chapels designed by George William Chinnock. Burials at the old Litten Burial Ground in St Pancras were now 
restricted to existing family vaults. 

John Abel Smith MP

Close to the cemetery’s mortuary chapels stands a lavishly carved 
Gothic Revival chapel with trefoil-headed windows, wrought-iron 
grilles and gates, designed by Sir George Gilbert Scott, best 
known for two of London’s iconic structures - the Midland Hotel 
at St Pancras station and the Albert Memorial in Kensington 
Gardens. This chapel was built for John Abel Smith (1801-71), a 
banker by profession who entered Parliament as MP for Midhurst 
in 1830 and was returned for Chichester the following year. Apart 
from one short break, he was Chichester’s MP until 1868. A Quaker 
and staunch Liberal, he is best known for his support of religious 
emancipation and for advocating the admission of Jews into 
Parliament. Rather ignominiously, Abel Smith has latterly been 
memorialised in the road leading to the new Lidl supermarket!

George Henty, brewer

To the south of the mortuary chapel is the vault of George Henty 
(1803 - 1888) and Maria his wife. George was in charge of the 
family brewing firm based on Westgate and was a prominent local 
businessman and magistrate. 

War Graves in WW1

Portfield Cemetery has several plots maintained by the 
Commonwealth War Graves Commission. This involvement 
began in early 1915 when Graylingwell Hospital, hitherto 
the West Sussex County Asylum, was requisitioned by the 
War Office to serve as a military hospital. This necessitated 
the transfer and rehousing of over 700 psychiatric patients 
from the Asylum across the county. Casualties from the 
Western Front began arriving from 11 May and over the 
next four years totalled nearly 30,000. Most were from 
UK forces but there were also casualties from other 
nations - Australia, Canada and New Zealand. Of the 
142 casualties who died at Graylingwell 66 were buried 
at Portfield including 9 Australians, 9 Canadians and one 
New Zealander. The cross in the main war grave plot 
was designed by the architect Sir Reginald Blomfield, 
(architect of the Menin Gate at Ypres), who coincidentally 
was the nephew of Sir Arthur Blomfield, who designed 
the Graylingwell Asylum. The names of the 1914-1918 war 
dead are engraved on the base of the Cross.

War Graves in WW2

Two thirds of the 82 World War II burials at Portfield are 
airmen, including some from Czech and Polish forces. It’s not 
generally known that the Royal Airforce took over St James 
School, now the Portfield Academy, where the Operations 
Room for RAF Tangmere was based. Burials for the 1939-1945 
War are mainly in two adjoining Church of England dedicated 
squares, in the south-western portion of the cemetery, 
enclosed by a hedgerow on three sides. 

Pre-Raphaelite links

Portfield Cemetery does not contain any memorials to former inmates of Graylingwell 
Asylum, many being buried in unmarked graves. Among this number is artist’s model,  
Fanny Cornforth (1835 -1909), now remembered as the subject of many paintings by 
Dante Gabriel Rossetti, founder of the Pre-Raphaelite Brotherhood. Born Sarah Cox, she 
apparently took her ‘Cornforth’ name from her first husband. In 1857 Rossetti spotted her 
in a crowd and so began both a professional and a personal relationship. Fanny also 
modelled for Edward Burne-Jones and other members of the Brotherhood. Rossetti died 1882 
and after that all record of Fanny disappeared for the next 25 years. However research has 
established that Fanny, following a steady mental decline, was admitted to the West Sussex 
County Lunatic Asylum in 1907 where she died in 1909. Fanny was buried in Portfield but 
there is no memorial.

Fanny Cornforth by Dante Gabrielle Rosetti  Image: Wikipedia

Carmelite nuns

Finally, a more recent interment, 
or technically re-interment, are 
the remains of thirty-seven nuns 
from the former Carmelite convent 
at Hunston (now Chichester Free 
School), who died between 1872 
and 1994. 

All photographs are by  
Richard Childs

……………………….

In writing this article I am grateful 
to Greg Slay for allowing me to 
make use of his New Chichester 
Paper no.8 Dead and Buried in 
Chichester.

Memorial Chapel to John Abel Smith who was MP for 
Chichester from 1831 for over 30 years.

Portfield Mortuary Chapels. The main entrance to Portfield Cemetery which opened 1859.

The WW1 Memorial Cross designed by Sir Reginald Blomfield, 
who also designed the Menin Gate at Ypres.

Headstone commemorating nuns of the Carmelite Convent at Hunston,
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ITCHENOR WILDLIFE DURING THE PANDEMIC 
Meryl Mead-Briggs witnessed these moments of lockdown peace
Lockdown in Itchenor was a delight, for when the visitor car park closed at the end of March our sense of 
isolation began. This was our chance to follow the progress of flora and fauna from the end of winter into 
spring. During a period of settled weather our daily exercise was an early morning walk along the shoreline of 
Chichester Harbour shortly after dawn - when we were lucky to watch and record the scenes captured below.

Itchenor visitor car park was closed and quiet descended. 

We greeted the deer...

… and followed the progress of a heron parent and its chick

A heron chick fledges in 10 to 12 weeks. We observed this one 
being fed, flexing its wings and finally leaving the nest

 This deer stands on maize which was planted under 
 degradable polythene strips and grew well despite the 
 lack of rain

THE CHICHESTER SOCIETY

THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Wednesday 21 October 2020 at 7.00 pm

The Council House, North Street, Chichester

AGM proceedings will be subject to the latest Government 
requirements and further information emailed to members closer 

to the meeting.

Speaker, PROFESSOR JANE LONGMORE,  
Vice Chancellor, University of Chichester

At about 8.00 pm Professor Jane Longmore will speak on  
‘A sense of place: the role of higher education in West Sussex’ 
A detailed agenda and copies of the annual accounts will be 
available at the meeting. This will contain the usual items of 
Officers’ reports, Approved Accounts and Nominations for next 
year’s Executive Committee members (see below).

MOTIONS FOR THE AGM AND NOMINATIONS FOR THE 
COMMITTEE 2020-21

The Constitution requires that the members of the Executive 
Committee (up to 16 places) and the Chairman, Vice Chairman, 
Secretary and Treasurer are elected at each AGM. Nominations 
in writing, supported by a seconder and with the consent of the 
nominee - all being current members - are therefore requested. 
They must be received by the Secretary, Anthony Quail at 
his address below 14 days before the date of the meeting, by 
Wednesday 7 October 2020. A nomination form is provided below. A 
list of nominations received and details of any motions received will 
be sent by post to members as soon as possible after nominations 
close unless no positions are contested and no further motions 
are submitted. 

There is provision in the Constitution for the period of service of 
Officers to be extended by one year subject to a vote of approval at 
the AGM. In the absence of other nominations, this provision will be 
invoked for the office of Secretary.

The Officers will also present their reports and members are 
encouraged to put questions and initiate discussion after each of 
the reports. 

By order of the Executive Committee 

Anthony Quail, Secretary, 44 Westgate, Chichester PO19 3EU

Chichester Society AGM
Wed 21 October 2020

Complete this form and send it to the 
Secretary at the above address

Title of post

Nominee’s name

Nominee’s signature

Proposer’s name (CAPS)

Proposer’s signature

Seconder’s name (CAPS)

Seconder’s signature

PLANNING 
NEWS
Housing Interim 
Policy Statement
In our summer Newsletter we 
explained the need for an Interim 
Policy Statement on Housing (IPS) 
from Chichester District Council 
(CDC) to be in place when the 
Local Plan (LP) becomes out of 
date from 15th July 2020. The IPS 
has now been written. It covers 
just one vital aspect of the Local 
Plan, that of housing numbers. Our 
present 5 year housing supply is 
435 dwellings per annum. Under the 
Government standard methodology 
this will be insufficient from July 
this year. The IPS calculates that 
628 dpa will be required. CDC is 
obliged to boost housing supply 
and this means new sites will be 
put forward by developers other 
than on land allocated in the LP. The 
IPS is intended to guide where new 
housing might best be located by 
reference to 12 groups of policies all 
of which are already in the existing 
LP so as not to impact landscape 
character, wild life corridors, be 
free from flooding and so forth. 
Without the IPS housing calculation, 
the amount of 628 pa could be 
higher. The figure of 628 pa may be 
challenged anyway but your Society 
believes it is better to have the IPS 
in place to support that limit rather 
than not. 

Without an up to date Local Plan we 
are in for a very difficult year ahead 
as far as housing is concerned. The 
countryside around our beautiful 
City will be more desirable than 
ever to those who have endured 15 
weeks of lockdown in the suburbs 
of our conurbations and developers 
may well see that there is money to 
be made by building new houses 
wherever they can. 

Christopher Mead-Briggs
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THE CHICHESTER SOCIETY
Founder: David Goodman

Patron: The Mayor of Chichester
Chairman: Peter Evans

Vice Chairman: Bill Sharp
Secretary: Anthony Quail*

Treasurer: Mark Hoult

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Andrew Bain, Rodney Chambers, 

Richard Childs*, Roger Hobbs, 
Christopher Mead-Briggs*, Cedric 

Mitchell, Trevor Redman  
and John Templeton*

*Member of the Newsletter Editorial Committee.

Webmaster for the Society’s website 
and Twitter account: Bob Wiggins at 

webmaster@Chichestersociety.org.uk

MEMBERSHIP
Single membership:  

£8 by standing order or £11 by cheque 
payable to the Chichester Society.

Joint membership:  
£12 by standing order or £15 by cheque.

Life membership  
(60 years and over):  

£120 single and £160 joint.
Under 18 years: £4.  

Corporate membership: £100 (one-off).

Applications and/or queries about 
membership and annual subscriptions 
to the Vice Chairman, Bill Sharp at 13 
Whyke Lane, Chichester PO19 7UR. 

Email: membership 
@chichestersociety.org.uk

Neither the editorial panel nor the 
Society necessarily subscribes to 
our contributors’ views. The right 
is reserved to edit any submitted 

articles or letters.
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CHICHESTER EASES BACK TO LIFE
When the Coronavirus pandemic was at its height most of Chichester’s city centre was deserted so it’s good 
to record our historic streets filled once more with shoppers. Photography by John Wichers on a July morning.


