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The Hill family is fixing hundreds of new lead panels onto the Cathedral roof, each 
weighing around 75 kilos. Pictured here from the left are Lewis, John and Dale.  
See inside pages 8 to 13 for the fully illustrated story about this huge project.
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FOUR TOWNS AT 50 
A Conference

Marking the fiftieth anniversary of 
Four Towns Studies

 in Conservation 
BATH, CHESTER, CHICHESTER

 AND YORK
Speakers from each of these towns

FRI 4 & SAT 5 OCT 2019
ASSEMBLY ROOMS

North Street, Chichester
Hosted and organised by the 

Chichester Conservation Area 
Advisory Committee

Full details can be found  
in this Newsletter on page 19

UNESCO WORLD HERITAGE 
STATUS FOR CHICHESTER?
When one studies William Gardner’s map of the City of Chichester 
dated 1769 (see Internet link https://tinyurl.com/y37fld7n), it becomes 
clear how little of the really important elements of our great City have 
actually changed over all the years. Nairn and Pevsner in their 1965 
edition of the Buildings of England record that the Romans occupied 
Chichester almost immediately after the conquest and encircled its 
100 acres with a wall much of which remains today. It misses its four 
cardinal gates and perhaps these could be reinstated. 

But within its walls lie not only the Cathedral, distant views of which 
are dominant within the largely flat landscape, but also its precincts, 
the Market Cross, St Mary’s Hospital and a plethora of Georgian 
architecture lining its medieval street pattern. Of all the periods of 
English building, none has surpassed the Georgian era and we have 
numerous examples of houses rebuilt from about 1700. Dr Thomas 
Sharp’s 1949 report Georgian City commissioned by the City Council 
includes the pertinent remark that ‘Chichester is a very special city 
indeed which probably holds more of the purity and true essence of 
its type than any now remaining in England. It is an important and 
irreplaceable part of the national heritage’.

Your Society Committee believes that this kind of history could make 
Chichester a prime candidate for UNESCO World Heritage Status. 
We are aware that it takes several years to submit an application but 
we think these delays are acceptable if Chichester becomes better 
known both nationally and internationally. Do you, our members, 
agree that we should try? To record your view would you email 
webmaster@chichestersociety.org.uk

Christopher Mead-Briggs, Executive Committee
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THE ROUTE (about 6 miles)

From the City Centre, head for the Festival Theatre 
and across to the far corner of Oaklands Park. 
Staying off the road as much as possible, cross over 
College Lane into the Graylingwell development 
and turn left along the edge of the grassy area 
(Havenstoke Park) to the far end, before going back 
on to Summersdale Road and continuing north. 

Summersdale Road becomes The Drive, and at a big 
bend to the left, take the footpath which forks right 
(862075). This is well-trodden, goes through a wood 
and passes the ‘Daffodil Field’ to cross Raughmere 
Farm drive. Here it curls round the back of the farm 
before resuming the direction of Lavant. 

When you reach Pook Lane (beware traffic!) you can 
go straight on, but it is nicer to detour right and walk 
along the top edge of the Lavant Playing fields. At the 
end of the Playing Fields, turn sharp left onto a path 
up to the Earl of March pub, and refreshment.

Now refreshed, cross the busy road with care and 
continue south for 50 metres to Meadow Close. In the 
Close, take the right fork for steps down to Centurion 
Way and turn left (south) and so back down to the 
end of Centurion Way. From here, Westgate leads 
into town.

If cycling, divert from two footpath sections (a) 
instead of leaving The Drive, continue to the main 
road and turn right for Lavant; (b) the Meadow Close 
cycle ramp is closed, so go right from the Earl of 
March to the old railway bridge, and join Centurion 
Way through the estate on the right.

LOOK OUT FOR

Chichester Earthworks: in Havenstoke Park is the 
bank and ditch dividing the playing fields that is 
part of a series of earthworks north of Chichester, 
stretching out to West Stoke and Goodwood Park. 
They date from the Middle Bronze Age and are 
thought to be territorial boundaries 

Daffodil Field: not news to long-term Cicestrians, 
but up to about 15 years ago this was used for 
commercially growing Daffodils. 

The Lavant: a winterbourne that flows on the 
further side of the Lavant playing fields, usually from 
December to June. Winterbournes occur where chalk 
strata act like a sponge, soaking up the rain until 
capacity is reached. In our case, the Lavant flows at 
West Dean until the gravel basin in this area is full, 
and only then does it continue to Chichester.

Earl of March pub: the first Earldom of March was 
bestowed on Roger Mortimer in 1328, since when the 
English title has been held by a number of families. 
The present Earldom was bestowed on Charles 
Lennox, natural son of Charles II, in 1675 when he 
was also created 1st Duke of Richmond. It has been 
used as a title for the eldest son since then. The 
family, of course, own the Goodwood estate.

Centurion Way: this cycle path follows the line of 
the former railway to Midhurst. lt opened in 1881 but 
passenger services ceased in 1935 and freight in 
1957. A mineral line kept the section south of Hunters 
Race (the first bridge) open until 1991. At the second 
bridge, the path passes Brandy Hole Copse, now 
a Local Nature Reserve that reputedly got its name 
from smugglers hiding barrels of brandy there. On 
your right, enjoy the view before it gets covered with 
more than 1,000 houses! 

Bishop Luffa School: at the southern end of 
Centurion Way. Ralph de Luffa was Bishop of 
Chichester 1091 – 1123 and chaplain to William II 
(Rufus). Noted for his piety, he was one of the early 
builders of Chichester Cathedral.

THERE AND BACK AGAIN - LAVANT
A series of relaxed walks or cycle rides 
beginning at Chichester. Each is 6 to 8 
miles with a refreshment stop.  
We start with Lavant.  
David Wilson is our guide. 

Photo: view of Havenstoke Park 
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To find out more please visit www.chichesterstoneworks.co.uk
Portland stone plinth, carved at our workshops in Chichester

DR ALAN RUSSELL
John Templeton pays tribute
Dr Alan Russell who died earlier this year, 
was a member of the Society’s Executive 
Committee from 2003 to 2008. Following 
a distinguished career with the Foreign 
Office he was awarded an OBE in 2000 for 
Services to Anglo-German relations. He was 
Founder and President of the Dresden Trust 
which funded the Golden Orb and Cross on 
the dome of Dresden’s Frauenkirche rebuilt 
in 2003. A full obituary to him appeared in 
the Times on 10 April 2019. 

Dr Russell wrote an article for the Chichester 
Society newsletter (issue 166, September 
2010, see our website) proposing a Friendship 
Link between Chichester City Council and 
the historic city of Pforzheim, which had been 
annihilated in 1945 just weeks before the end 
of the Second World War. Both cities were 
outposts of the Roman Empire and share 
similar cultural characteristics. 

We offer our sympathies to Dr Russell’s 
family.

CHISORE. This fire-damaged wall in Northgate’s 
pedestrian underpass has been in this condition for 
months, a spot passed by hundreds of thousands to and 
from the Northgate car park and the Festival Theatre. 
Do readers think it’s time one of the city’s three councils 
accepted responsibility for renovating this area? 

JOY CRAWSHAW 
As the September Newsletter was being 
finalised for printing we learned that Joy 
Crawshaw, one of the Society’s original 
founders, has died aged 102. We will publish 
the Society’s appreciation in the December 
Newsletter.
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BENEFITS FROM DEVELOPING SOUTH WEST OF CHICHESTER

John Templeton explains why your Society supports these proposals 
Although the Local Plan for Chichester District was adopted in 2015 the Government has instructed it must 
be reviewed to address the ‘Objectively Assessed Need’ for yet more housing. Last winter Chichester District 
Council (CDC) consulted on revisions to the Local Plan that included a new Strategic Site Allocation for 
greenfield land south west of Stockbridge, between the Chichester bypass and Chichester Harbour. This has 
set alarm bells ringing loudly! 

The Council’s proposal is to develop about 85 
hectares of which around 35 hectares would be for 
employment uses, plus at least 100 new homes and 
a country park. Also included is a new road link 
from the A27 Fishbourne (aka Tesco) roundabout to 
the A286 Birdham Road, south of Stockbridge. The 
adjacent plan shows an outline route for this road 
based on a transport study by Peter Brett Associates 
commissioned by CDC. To the surprise of some of 
our members the Society supported this proposal. 
Whilst we have long argued that priority for new 
housing should be on brownfield land within the city 
itself we can see many benefits that could arise from 
this new proposal, and which we outline below.

Link road benefits

Firstly, a link road to Stockbridge would not only 
serve the new developments but would provide 
an additional link to the towns and villages on the 
Manhood Peninsular and at the same time reduce 
congestion and pollution at Stockbridge and the 
dangerous rat-run of Apuldram Lane.

Understanding landscape

Some 15 years ago CDC commissioned a major 
landscape strategy of all potential development land 
surrounding the city. It was published in 2005 as The 
Future Growth of Chichester: Landscape and Visual 
Amenity Considerations. Areas assessed around 
the city included fields west of Stockbridge near to 
Chichester Harbour. Land close to Stockbridge was 
found to be of poor quality with gappy hedgerows 
and no views of the cathedral or of the Downs. But 
to the west, medieval field boundaries still existed 
with mature trees and hedgerows forming part of 
the rural setting of both the city and the hamlet of 
Apuldram, with distant views of the cathedral spire 
and the Downs beyond.

Rural gap benefits

It is therefore essential that a new link road, well 
screened with trees and hedgerows, must form the 
western limit to any extension to Stockbridge, with 
land to the west retained as a rural gap between 
the city and the harbour. It should be carefully 

landscaped as meadows, indeed 
maybe water meadows because 
much of it is in a flood-risk area, 
with the meandering river Lavant 
(when it flows!) contributing to 
the proposed wildlife corridor 
between the Harbour and the 
Downs. At present the only access 
to this land is a poorly defined 
public footpath between the city 
and the harbour, with a footbridge 
over the railway to Terminus Road 
and a highly dangerous crossing 
of the dual carriageway A27 
bypass. This is the shortest walk 
from the city to the sea, but please 
don’t risk your life even wearing a 
high-viz jacket! This route should 
be upgraded as a footpath/
cycleway with a pedestrian bridge 
over the bypass, also connecting 
to the new development (a case 
for Section 106 Planning gain 
application?).View across fields from the public footpath east of Apuldram Lane towards the city, 

some of which could become a country park.                              Photo: John Templeton
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A new link road to and from Stockbridge would 
reduce the present excessive use of Apuldram Lane

Photo: John Templeton

Housing and employment benefits

As for the development itself, the most obvious location 
for housing would be towards the southern end, close to 
Stockbridge to benefit from the shops and community 
facilities already there, as well as the quarter hour bus 
service along the Birdham Road. Further north, towards the 
A27, well designed employment development could take 
place, which would attract new firms to the city. Creating new 
employment north of Stockbridge would also enable vacant 
or underused sites on the city’s industrial estates at Terminus 
Road and Quarry Lane to be reallocated for much needed 
affordable housing within walking distance of the city centre.

Agreeing a master plan

Unlike other major greenfield developments underway 
which could provide no benefits to the existing city, this 
new proposal for south west Chichester if properly planned 
will have major benefits. It is however essential that the 
community is involved in the drawing up of an agreed 
master plan and that this is adhered to as the development 
progresses. The devil will be is in the detail!
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CHICHESTER’S SOUTHERN GATEWAY - AN UPDATE
Robin Hamilton updates readers about the Gateway+ development campaign
This is an update on the Gateway + campaign to offer a dynamic alternative to the Southern Gateway 
proposal by Chichester District Council (CDC). We see the Gateway+ proposal more as a development 
of the CDC initiative rather than an alternative. The recognition of the need to develop the southern part of 
Chichester is in no doubt. It is how this opportunity should be grasped is where we differ. 

The Forum
The Forum

HotelThe Forum Village

The Forum Square

The Forum
Medical Centre

How we came this far

You may well have seen our previous articles about 
Gateway + but in case you didn’t, here is a short synopsis 
of the history of Gateway+. Early in 2018 a small group 
of local residents met to discuss the recently published 
proposals for the Southern Gateway. They felt that CDC’s 
proposals did not go nearly far enough considering 
this is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to do something 
in Chichester that will be a lasting memory of our 
generation. After some research into what residents and 
businesses would like to happen in this part of Chichester 
the group organised a presentation in Pallant House 
Gallery in June last year. The reception by those who 
attended, and the general public since then, has been 
very encouraging - particularly from the younger people 
of Chichester!

Outline plans 

Since then the Gateway+ proposals have been honed 
to the outline plans we have today. In summary, we 
propose a development that would create an Exhibition/
Conference Hall of 100,000 square feet. This would be 

capable of holding medium sized exhibitions, concerts 
and performances seating around 2,500 people. We 
are naming this cultural centre The Forum to hint at the 
city’s Roman history. Alongside The Forum we propose 
a 250-bedroom Forum Hotel while in front of The Forum 
would be a large open area for temporary stalls and 
socialising named the Forum Square. Our research 
shows there is a need for some small business starter 
units with accommodation above which we suggest could 
be built to the west called the Forum Village. Gateway+ 
foresees this might develop into Chichester’s Silicon 
Valley. Finally, we have learnt that NHS England would 
like to provide a new medical centre for primary care, 
and Gateway+ proposes a new building currently called 
The Forum Lozenge which might be renamed the Forum 
Medical Centre. Our suggested layout can be understood 
in the aerial street plan below.

Chichester Station

We also understand Network Rail would very much like to 
consider developing the station and create at least one 
more platform so that they would have the opportunity to 
run a metro line between Chichester and Bognor, which 

Revised layout for the Forum development as proposed by Gateway+. Note that all facilities are within easy walking distance of 
each other, the Station and other forms of public transport
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would be a vital ingredient to reducing traffic along the 
A27 and A259. Indeed, the University would also very 
much like this because their two campuses are served by 
buses at the moment. Our proposal suggests a new station 
with high level concourse to house the ticket office and 
shops with escalators down to the platform. This would also 
serve to link the Forum to the Southern Leisure Park. 

Replace the level crossings

Gateway+ proposals also tackle one of the most 
contentious issues on the south side of Chichester, which 
are the level crossings. We propose that both crossings 
should be removed and replaced with a two-way 
underpass at Basin Road sufficient in height for single 
decker buses to pass. Some believe this is not possible, 
but we have consulted at least two engineers who confirm 
it is indeed technically achievable. 

Simplify the road layout

Gateway+ proposals also provide a solution to the 
currently chaotic road layout which causes appalling 
delays and serious environmental problems. As part of 
this revised layout a new Transport Hub would be situated 
between the Ave de Chartres Car Park and The Forum, 
where buses, taxis, coaches, and maybe electric mini 
trams could operate.

Chichester’s changed political context

As you will all now know there has been a seismic shift 
in CDC’s political balance after the May local elections. 
The previous Gateway+ proposals were not adequately 
received by the previous council whose Masterplan is 
now well out of date and does not deal with the problems 
faced by Chichester and its inhabitants. Gateway+ now 
hopes to promote our ideas to the newly elected council 
members and we have indeed had very supportive 
comments from many of those now representing us all. 
We are particularly encouraged by the support of all 
parties after recent discussions. We are aware that CDC 
is assessing interest from developers to their Southern 

Gateway Master Plan based on a development brief sent 
out in April 2019. We also understand that Council officers 
are not fixed on the current proposals and if Councillors 
or any other parties wish to suggest other schemes, they 
will take these into account. We see the Gateway+ job is to 
make sure all Councillors are aware of our ideas so they 
can reach a much bolder proposal for this once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity to enhance what Chichester has to offer.

Please help Gateway+

We ask you to consider helping in the following ways:

• Contact your councillor and ask them to support 
Gateway+

• Discuss Southern Gateway with your friends and 
encourage them to do the same thing

• Let us have your email address so we can keep you 
informed.

• Consider contributing a small amount (say, £10) to our 
campaign.

You can find out details of how to contribute on our 
website whose address is:  
http://www.gateway-plus.co.uk/about. 

We plan to have a further meeting in the City to update 
everyone on our campaign. We hope we can count on 
your support and do get in touch if you wold like more 
information or would like to get more involved with 
Gateway+.

We need funds to accelerate our publicity so that we 
create a groundswell for these ideas. Our intention is 
to spread the word far and wide so we cannot be 
ignored by those who will finally make the decision 
of what is to happen to Chichester’s so-called 
Southern Gateway.

 
All images are copyright of Gateway+ but may be reproduced 
with due acknowledgement

Aerial perspective of the proposed Forum Quarter created alongside Chichester Station
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Adapted from an original drawing by  
St Ann’s Gate Architects, Salisbury

Lead 
Copper
Tile

This plan shows the huge extent of copper roof that is to be replaced 
by lead sheets

NAVE QUIRESPIRE

NORTH 
TRANSEPT

SOUTH 
TRANSEPT

CLOISTER

LADY CHAPEL

CHICHESTER CATHEDRAL’S ROOF RESTORATION 

WHAT’S HAPPENING OVER FIVE YEARS AND WHY 

Cathy Clark outlines what makes this construction project very special
As all Cicestrians will be aware, the city’s most iconic landmark, our 900 year old cathedral, has been 
shrouded in scaffolding and sheeting for over a year. Major restoration work is in progress, but what exactly 
is going on in those lofty places, and why?

Wind and weather

A five yearly inspection, known as the Quinquennial 
Inspection, provides intelligence on the condition 
of the Cathedral and informs the strategy for 
maintenance and restoration. This identified the 
high roofs – comprising the Choir, Nave, North 
Transept and South Transept – as a priority project. 
A comprehensive survey of the roof, both inside 
and out, followed in 2016 and concluded that major 
restoration was needed.

Copper was used to re-cover the roof after World 
War 2 when the traditional material, lead, was in 
short supply. Before this, and until the late 1940s, 
lead was always the material of choice, appearing 
in many historic photographs and engravings of 

 

the cathedral. Unfortunately, the technical limits of 
copper on very exposed high roofs were not fully 
appreciated at the time, and the roof was a cause 
for concern within a decade of its installation. 

Despite ongoing repairs over the years, the 
copper roof covering was failing. Rainwater was 
penetrating the roof vault, damaging the medieval 
timber roof structure, masonry and ceiling 
plasterwork. Concern that the fatigued copper 
panels could break free from their fixings added to 
the urgency. Restricted airflow was also creating 
an environment for decay and wood boring beetle 
activity.
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No ordinary roof

This cathedral roof is no ordinary roof – it is 
of national importance and extremely rare. 
Beneath the copper covering the cathedral 
houses an exceptional example of original 
medieval timber roofing. Much of it, dating 
to the 1300s, survives for the entire length of 
the Cathedral from east to west. This timber 
structure has been described as ‘among the 
least spoiled and most important roofs in the 
kingdom’ (Cecil A. Hewett, English Historic 
Carpentry, 1997).

Raising nearly £6 million

Chichester Cathedral receives no automatic 
Government funding and relies on donations, 
fundraising and self-generated income for 
its day-to-day operations. This was why the 
Cathedral Restoration & Development Trust 
was created in 1980, since when it has since 
raised over £11 million towards successive 
restoration work. The Roof Appeal, launched 
in early 2018 with a target of £5.8 million, is the 
largest single fundraising challenge that the 
Trust has faced thus far. To date, £4 million has 
been raised from grant making trusts, events 
like the Festival of Flowers, and donations from 
supporters, businesses and community groups. 

A five year programme

The High Roofs Project will take five years 
to complete. It’s a programme split over a 
number of phases. The first phase, the Choir 
roof, was completed at the end of 2018 and 
work is progressing well on the current phase 
for the central lantern roof and transepts. The 
final phase, addressing the nave roof, is due to 
commence at the end of this year. One of the 
many challenges faced has been to minimise 
disruption to the peregrine falcons who return 
each year to the spire to breed: the scaffold 
and temporary roof had to be in place before 
the start of the nesting season. As the work 
continues, the familiar emerald colour of the 
copper roof will increasingly be replaced by 
grey lead which will protect this ancient piece of 
Chichester’s heritage for many years to come.

Donations please!

Readers wishing to donate to the High Roofs 
Project, can do so by calling the Cathedral 
Trust on 01243 812480, or use a donation point 
in the Cathedral or visit the Cathedral website. 

 
Cathy Clark is Communications and PR 
coordinator at Chichester Cathedral

A TECHNICAL OVERVIEW 
Structural engineer Stuart Tappin comments 
Although the timber roof structure is hidden from view it 
tells a story of change and development to the Cathedral. 
The roof above the choir and nave contain the oldest 
timbers from the late 13th and early 14th centuries and 
these have been repaired at a number of different periods 
since then. In some places we have seen a repair of a 
repair. The roofs to the north and south transepts are 
more recent and date from the 19th century, both before 
and after the collapse of the spire in 1861. During the 20th 
century the most significant structural intervention was 
using concrete to replace the timber wall plates – long 
lengths of which were laid on top of the masonry walls to 
act as spreaders below the roof structure. This work was 
done in the same years following World War 2 when the 
roofs were re-covered with copper. Although done with 
best of intentions this has resulted in further damage to 
the historic timbers where the roof has leaked,

As noted in Cathy’s article the roofs to the Cathedral were 
originally covered in lead. Unfortunately, it has not been 
a case of simply saying the roof structure can support the 
weight of the new lead because it has done so in the past. 
This is principally because of leaks through the damaged 
copper sheets that cover the roof which has caused 
decay to some parts of the roof structure. These damaged 
areas have now been repaired.

All the key areas of the roof structure have been inspected 
and the areas of decay are recorded on drawings 
prepared using archaeological records and modern 
surveying techniques. These will form part of the archive 
to be kept at the Cathedral once the work is complete. 
Where the damage to the timber has been significant we 
have designed repairs that are based on internationally 
agreed conservation principles and have been approved 
by Historic England and others. In most cases the repairs 
are ‘like-for-like’ using seasoned oak. In a few specific 
locations we have specified modern materials such 
as steel in order to retain the maximum amount of the 
historic timber. We have also made calculations to spot-
check that key elements of the structure will support the 
weight of the new lead: they can!

Some parts of 
the Cathedral 
roof require 
urgent timber 
repair and 
replacement

Photo:  
Stuart Tappin
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Chichester Cathedral’s Quire roof space summer 2018: 
looking east to the attic window with a unique view of 
carpentry dating from c.1300
Photo: St.Ann’s Gate Architects LLP/Peter Marsh Photography Salisbury
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• The high roofs

Chichester Cathedral
Quinquennial Inspection 2019: Summary

14

THINKING IN CENTURIES

Surveyor of the Fabric 
Antony Feltham King 
expects the Cathedral’s new 
lead roof to last at least a  
hundred years
Working on Cathedral Church buildings is always a 
privilege and often a challenge. On my appointment 
as the Surveyor of the Fabric to the Cathedral in 
early 2017, my first and most urgent task was to 
build on the work of my predecessor, Colin Kerr, to 
implement the re-covering of the Cathedral high 
roofs. No small task!

My immediate reaction to the proposal to remove 
the copper and to use lead instead was mixed. I am 
a fan of copper roofing, in the right circumstances, 
and the verdigris colour of the Chichester 
Cathedral roofs could have been seen as an 
intrinsic part of the building’s charm. However, on 
reading through Colin Kerr’s carefully researched 
proposal document, it was clear that the copper 
roof coverings were but a small interlude in the long 
life of the Cathedral - a life that featured lead roof 
coverings for the vast majority of its existence.

I was also comforted, when carrying out my 
own studies, to find a wonderful quote from 
Sir Christopher Wren, on the subject of roofing 
materials. In 1708, he wrote: ‘Lead is certainly the 
best and lightest covering, and being of our own 
growth and manufacture, and lasting, if properly 
laid, for many hundreds of years, is without 
question the most preferable.’

Nowadays, lead is not the lightest covering, but it is 
undoubtedly the best and most durable. The new 
lead currently being laid onto the Cathedral roofs is 
of the heaviest type available, and is being installed 
with traditional techniques, enhanced with modern 
ventilating details. The very minimum lifespan that 
can be expected for this new roof covering is a 
hundred years, and hopefully it will last much, much 
longer than that. 

Now that the first phase of work has been 
completed, and can be seen from ground level, 
the contrast between the lead and the copper roof 
coverings can be appreciated. The copper roofs 
now look somewhat ‘provisional’, whilst the lead 
roof coverings somehow appear natural, durable 
and ‘appropriate’ to our beautiful Cathedral.

The Society’s members explore 
the shadowy world of the 

Cathedral attics
Photos: Anthony Quail

A view showing the complexity of the Nave roof structure 
Photo: St Ann’s Gate Architects

Roof explorers! ChiSoc members 
with Surveyor of the Fabric 
Antony Feltham King (right) at 
the end of a fascinating tour of 
the Cathedral roof works on 7 
June 2019
Photo: Cathy Clark
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• The high roofs

Chichester Cathedral
Quinquennial Inspection 2019: Summary

14

A view showing the complexity of the Nave roof structure 
Photo: St Ann’s Gate Architects

SCENES FROM THE CATHEDRAL’S VAST RE-ROOFING PROJECT

Laying lead panels is very physical 
work - each weighs about 75 

kilogrammes or 12 stones; this total 27 
tonnes for just the Choir roof.

Photo: Anthony Quail

The Quire roof, with copper covering stripped, showing the 1940s roof boarding 
Photo: St Ann’s Gate Architects
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WESTGATE IS IMPORTANT FOR EVERYONE
Philip Maber argues we need to focus on Westgate’s infrastructure 
design owing to new developments west of the city.
The Whitehouse Farm residential development of 1,750 new homes together with other new housing along the 
A259 to Emsworth greatly increase the number of residents around Chichester, many of whom need to travel 
into the city on a daily basis. Our existing transport infrastructure will not cope! The Chichester Local Plan 
Review for the period to 2035 is proposing a two thirds increase to over 12,000 new homes across the District.

Insufficient consultation

Part of the Whitehouse Farm process includes 
a Section 106 planning agreement referred to 
as Land West of Chichester: Phase One off-site 
Infrastructure. The existing infrastructure will not 
cope with the additional travel needs resulting from 
this development’s first phase of 750 new homes. 
The second phase with more homebuilding is not 
part of the current planning agreement. There was 
widespread indignation when the implications for 
Westgate became known, for they amounted to a 
downgrading and rubber-stamping by Chichester 
District Council (CDC) that lacked the promised 
public consultation and input by local residents 
and community organisations. A pop-up Solemn 
Demonstration with a Coffin was quickly organized 
and held on 18 May outside CDC’s East Pallant 
House - a ‘funeral’ marking the potential end of 
cycling as a reasonable transport choice to access 
Chichester from the West.

Government planning policy guidance was 
amended in 2015 to speed up the Section 106 
planning agreement process. One facet of the 
immense pressure local councils are under is 
increased home building. Councils are also liable 

to Government-imposed penalties if targets are not 
met. Perhaps this was a contributing factor to how 
the Westgate phase 1 Section 106 Agreement slipped 
through as it did, and falls short of foreseeable future 
needs, on many levels.

Local consultations begin

The Infrastructure Steering Group met at County 
Hall on 17 June this year. It was an opportunity for 
local stakeholder representatives who included 
residents associations, Chichester Cycle Forum, 
Friends of Centurion Way and ChiCycle, to meet 
Whitehouse Farm’s developers Miller Homes and 
Linden Homes together with Jubb, their engineering 
consultants. (Jubb were recently appointed for 
the Phase 1 highways works in place of Vectos). 
As widely reported there is a powerful feeling by 
community groups against this agreement. It is 
unclear to what extent it is on the table for modifying 
towards a better outcome. The next planning stage 
includes a Section 278 agreement involving West 
Sussex County Council (WSCC) as the highway 
authority and the developers. The aim is to ensure 
work designed and implemented on Westgate meets 
WSCC standards. However it’s probable there will 
be little scope to demand the radically improved 

road infrastructure required for 
modal transport changes.

By fortunate coincidence on the 3 
July the first meeting of the Local 
Cycling and Walking Infrastructure 
Plan (LCWIP) was held at the 
District Council’s offices together 
with invited local stakeholders 
including Friends of Centurion Way 
and Chichester & District Cycle 
Forum. The LCWIP is led by Mark 
Strong who was involved with the 
original design and construction of 
Centurion Way back in the 1990s. 
Westgate is now receiving some 
priority due to the current West 
of Chichester development (aka 
Whitehouse Farm).

Mark Record and colleagues campaign on 18 May 2019 for improved cycling polices 
across Chichester. Many thanks to Louise Curry of Earth to Heaven - Specialists in 
Handmade Natural Willow Coffins, for loaning this coffin

Photo: courtesy of Chichester Post
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Links to walking & cycle routes

Westgate is the vital link between central Chichester, 
the existing Parklands Estate and Bishop Luffa 
School. All these residents and pupils need to be 
able to travel safely to and from the city centre. 
However, as currently designed, Westgate is not 
safe. There are however much wider implications 
than the growing number of residents living at 
Whitehouse Farm or new developments alongside 
the A259. This is because Westgate is a vital aspect 
of ChemRoute, the Chichester to Emsworth cycle 
route, part of National Cycle Route No. 2 along the 
South Coast linking Dover to Cornwall. Highways 
England is funding consultants WSP to work with the 
County Council on the ChemRoute Feasibility Study. 
Initially, Westgate was included in the study remit 
but was later removed, so now the study is limited 
to the A259 Chichester to Emsworth corridor, while 
achieving cycling continuity along Westgate. 

Once a Roman route

Westgate, once an ancient Roman route, can 
and must provide a very significant contribution 
to solving our 21st Century transport dilemmas. 
There are shining examples of outstandingly good 
infrastructure, particularly from The Netherlands 
and Denmark. Such changes can only be achieved 
through our community’s determination to make this 
a reality. But this could be a big process! With well-
designed road space infrastructure Westgate can 
accommodate many more journeys. Our objective is 
to lobby councils to lead and facilitate. Anticipating 
an increase in the city’s western population must 
simply force a quantum leap into reality. 

We need an aesthetically pleasing route that 
motivates drivers to leave their cars at home. We 
need to reduce air pollution (which causes around 
60 premature deaths per year in Chichester), 
and mitigate our unfolding climate and wildlife 
catastrophe. Only 2 percent of the population 
currently cycle. We have to be ambitious for it to 
become the predominant mode of travel. Westgate 
now has sat-nav promoted daily traffic gridlock, 
yet the designated vehicular route is the Avenue de 
Chartres and Via Ravenna. 

Will community-agreed designs include segregated 
walking and cycle pathways? Or will the design be 
more along the lines of a Liveable Street - an open, 
public space? It largely depends upon the current 
and projected numbers who will use Westgate. 
Friends of Centurion Way has raised funds to install 
a counter near the southern end of Centurion Way, 
recognising this lack of vital data.

Three priorities

Here is a suggested masterplan for the jigsaw that 
needs to come together:
• Discourage 540 cars and trucks per hour using 
Westgate as a through-road. This process is referred 
to as filtered permeability and involves making 
vehicular access to Westgate far less appealing.
• Narrow and meander the Westgate carriageway 
available to vehicles for slower speeds and include 
‘Cars are guests here’ street signs; consider 
blocking through-traffic.
• Maximize the width allocated for vulnerable users; 
parked cars are a hazard that shouldn’t compromise 
this valuable thoroughfare.

Friends of Centurion Way: Easter Ginger Hare event, 9 March 2019                 Photo: Philip Maber
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CHURCHES CONSERVATION TRUST 50TH BIRTHDAY
A unique and distinctive charity has an anniversary in 2019: 
Vincent Porter reports
This year the Churches Conservation Trust (CCT) celebrates its fiftieth anniversary. It is the national charity 
which protects outstanding historic churches at risk for a number of different reasons. Today it maintains 
353 redundant churches, at least five of which are within easy reach of Chichester. The best known locally is 
probably St John the Evangelist in St John’s Street, off East Street. Others close to Chichester are St Giles’s 
Merston and St Wilfrid’s Church Norton. Further away are St Mary Magdalene Tortington and St Mary the 
Virgin North Stoke, both near Arundel; and further east though still within West Sussex are Holy Sepulchre in 
Warminghurst and St Botolph’s in Botolphs, near Steyning. 

Developing community uses

Originally known as The Redundant Churches 
Fund, the CCT’s responsibilities are to preserve 
the fabric, keep the churches open to the public 
between 10am and 4pm and where possible develop 
them to be of use and value to the local community. 
Some of the Trust’s ambitious community projects 
have won architectural awards, but others are more 
modest. In maintaining and conserving its churches, 
the Trust has to tread a delicate line between the 
religious and the secular. For instance, St John the 
Evangelist in Chichester has a very good acoustic 

ambience and regularly hosts performances by 
small musical groups and local players. In some of 
its churches, the Trust has also initiated an activity 
called champing. For a modest fee holiday-makers 
or visitors can sleep in a redundant church for a 
night or more and so, as the Trust’s publicity claims, 
enjoy ‘a unique opportunity to stay somewhere 
truly extraordinary.’ There are of course other good 
cultural and leisure reasons for visiting a redundant 
church. The most likely is to admire the church in its 
rural surroundings, study the architecture and the 
remaining interior décor. 

St Mary Magdalene at Tortington                   © Churches Conservation Trust
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Special churches 

To help readers locate these special churches, I’ve included 
Ordnance Survey map references.

St. Giles Merston (SU 894,026) 

Situated south east of the city off the A 259, it began life as a simple 
twelfth century chapel, with plain Romanesque arches and an 
undivided nave and chancel, and soon enjoyed the addition of a 
north aisle to form a four-bay arcade. The recently updated West 
Sussex architectural guide (aka Pevsner) records that St Giles is ‘a 
disarming building… with N aisle roof that sweeps down to within a 
few feet of the ground with the N side windowless’. The Decorated 
west window and the chancel piscina both suggest that at one time 
the church may have had a generous patron.

St. Wilfrid’s Church Norton (SZ 872,958) 

This is six miles south of Chichester overlooking Pagham Harbour. 
At first sight it appears to be a simple cemetery chapel, but in fact 
it is the thirteenth-century chancel of a large Norman church. The 
nave was demolished and a new church was built in the centre 
of Selsey in 1864. What remains is a simple 13th century building 
with lancets in both north and south sides and a three light 
Perpendicular east window.

St Mary Magdalene Tortington (TQ 003,049)

The church is about ten miles east of Chichester, south of Arundel 
on the way to Ford. The entrance to this twelfth-century flint church 
looks like something out of a medieval fantasy where three rows 
of Norman carvings arch over a thick wooden door set with 
ornamental hinge straps. 

St Mary the Virgin North Stoke (TQ 020,108)

Tucked away just over eleven miles north east of Chichester and 
south of Amberley railway station, the church  lies in an idyllic rural 
setting on the South Downs, in a loop of the river Arun. Built in the 
shape of a simple cross, the church remains virtually unaltered 
since medieval times. When the late Candida Lycett Green, John 
Betjeman’s daughter, visited in 2010 she revealed to readers of The 
Oldie that ‘When you walk inside, the unadulterated simplicity of its 
Early English architecture stirs your soul.’

St John the Evangelist Chichester (aka St John’s Chapel). 

The chapel’s most visible feature, immediately noticeable 
on entering, is the triple decker pulpit. But for an in-depth 
understanding readers are recommended to consult Alan Green’s 
St John’s Chapel and the New Town, Chichester published 2005 by 
Phillimore. 

CCT welcomes help!

Thanks to the work of the Churches Conservation Trust we can 
still enjoy the cultural heritage, architectural and visual pleasures 
of these five redundant churches at our leisure. Unsurprisingly, 
the Trust relies heavily on support from local volunteers and on 
donations from generous patrons. Should you feel like volunteering, 
making a donation, or even leaving a legacy to the Trust in your 
will, go to the CCT’s website at www.visitchurches.org.uk It’s full of 
fascinating information. Enjoy your cultural heritage!

St Giles at Merston

St Wilfrid’s at Church Norton

St Mary the Virgin at North Stoke

St John the Evangelist in Chichester

All photos © Churches Conservation Trust
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SEA’S THE DAY AT THE NOVIUM MUSEUM 
Selsey’s fishing history and contemporary importance is 
the subject of this exhibition: Amy Roberts explains 
It’s a story that has been told through the 
knowledge and experiences of local fishing 
families. Fishing has driven the development 
of Selsey and it remains important to this 
day, contributing £1.5 million annually 
towards the local economy.

Fishing predates the Romans

In fact fishing at Selsey could date back 3,600 
years, although the Venerable Bede was the 
first to describe Selsey’s fishing traditions 
in his Ecclesiastical History of the English 
People written around 730 AD. He describes 
the activities of St Wilfrid moving to the 
royal estate of Selsey in 680 AD, founding a 
monastery and converting the inhabitants to 
Christianity. Wilfrid introduced new ideas and 
technologies which helped the locals improve 
their fishing practices. What was until then 
an inland fish-trapping occupation became a 
sea-fishing enterprise through the influence 
of Wilfrid and his monks.

The remains of fish traps dating from the Anglo Saxon to Medieval periods have been found locally at 
Medmerry. It is an exciting possibility that these are the fish traps described by Bede. A similar, but smaller 
structure has also been discovered at Medmerry, thought to be of the Middle Bronze Age era. If dating and 
use as a fish trap is confirmed this would show fishing has been present at Selsey for around 3,600 years.

A perfect habitat

As a fishing village, Selsey is almost unique along the UK coastline. This is in part due to its location at the 
end of a peninsula, and in part due to the offshore rocky outcrops which made navigation exceptionally 
dangerous before modern navigational aids. These reefs are a perfect habitat for prawns and lobsters and 
provide rich feeding grounds for fish which are typically seasonal and migratory.

Selsey fishing today

Selsey is home to 18 fishing vessels 
according to the Government’s 2019 
register. The significance of fishing to 
the people of Selsey has changed over 
the years but it remains a way of life for 
Selsey’s fishing families and the Fishery 
remains at the very heart of the town.

This exhibition continues until March 
2020 and is accompanied by a range 
of events and talks. More detailed 
information is available on The Novium 
Museum’s website.

Amy Roberts is Collections Officer at 
The Novium Museum 

    The fishermen’s huts at Selsey early 1900s.                Photo: Novium Museum

Withy pots and fishing boats on the beach at Selsey, early 1900s. 
Photo: Novium Museum
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THE CHICHESTER SOCIETY
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2019

Wednesday 16 October 2019 at 7.00 pm

The Council House, North Street, Chichester in the 
Assembly Room (access available by lift).

Speaker, David Johnson 

Vice Chair Sussex, Campaign to Protect Rural England

After the formal business is complete wine or soft 
drink and light refreshments will be served. At 
about 8.00 pm David Johnson will speak on

‘The way forward for Sussex and Chichester - a 
CPRE Perspective’

A detailed agenda and copies of the annual 
accounts will be available at the meeting. This 
will contain the usual items of Officers’ reports, 
Approved Accounts and Nominations for next 
year’s Executive Committee members (see below).

MOTIONS FOR THE AGM AND NOMINATIONS 
FOR THE COMMITTEE 2019-20

The Constitution requires that members of the 
Executive Committee (up to 16 places) and 
the Chairman, Vice Chairman, Secretary and 
Treasurer are elected at each AGM. Nominations 
in writing, supported by a seconder and with 
the consent of the nominee - all being current 
members - are therefore requested. They must 
be received by the Secretary 14 days before the 
date of the meeting, no later than Wednesday 
2 October 2019. A nomination form is provided 
below. A list of nominations received and details 
of any motions received will be sent by post to 
members as soon as possible after nominations 
close unless no positions are contested and no 
further motions are submitted. 

There is provision in the Constitution for the period 
of service of Officers to be extended by one year 
subject to a vote of approval at the AGM. 

By order of the Executive Committee, Anthony Quail, 
Secretary, 44 Westgate, Chichester PO19 3EU

CHICHESTER SOCIETY AGM

Wed 16 October 2019
NOMINATION FORM

Complete this form and send it 
to The Secretary at the above 

address 

TITLE OF OFFICER

NOMINEE’S NAME

NOMINEE’S SIGNATURE

PROPOSER’S NAME (CAPS)

PROPOSER’S SIGNATURE

SECONDER’S NAME (CAPS)

SECONDER’S SIGNATURE

A CONFERENCE
Marking the 50th anniversary of the

‘Four Towns Studies’
Hosted and organised by the

Chichester Conservation Area 
Advisory Committee

To be held at
The Assembly Room, North Street, Chichester

Friday 4 and Saturday 5 Oct 2019 

Friday 4 October 
10.00 Registration and coffee & biscuits 
10.30 Welcome
10.40  Overview of the Four Towns Study: Professor 
John Gold, Urban Historical Geography, Oxford 
Brookes University
11.10 Bath: Caroline Kay, CEO Bath Preservation Trust
11.50 Short break
12.00 Chester: Martin Meredith, Vice President 
Chester Civic Trust
12.40 Light buffet lunch and view exhibition
13.45 York: David Fraser, former CEO York Civic Trust
14.25 Chichester: Alan Green, Chairman Chichester 
Conservation Area Advisory Committee
15.05 Tea and cake
15.30 Keynote address: Joan Humble, Civic Voice Chair
16.10 Discussion and closing remarks
17.00 Disperse
Saturday 5 October 
10.30 Guided walks OR visit to Pallant House Gallery
12.30 Lunch - own arrangements in the city centre
13.30 Guided walks OR visit Pallant House Gallery

BOOKING DETAILS 
Tickets £40 per person are available from the 
Chichester Box Office either:
Online at www.thenovium.org/boxoffice
Phone (01243) 784915
By post or in person at The Novium Museum,  
Tower Street, Chichester PO19 1QH

ENQUIRIES ABOUT THIS CONFERENCE  
to Ralph Apel either by email at  
ralph.apel@btinternet.com or by post to  
123 Cedar Drive, Chichester, PO19 3EL

FOUR TOWNS@FIFTY 

BATH+CHESTER+CHICHESTER+YORK
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Applications for membership and 
annual subscriptions to the Membership 

Secretary, Danielle Charbonneau  
at 9 Willowbed Avenue, Chichester 
PO19 8JD.    Email: membership@

chichestersociety.org.uk

Neither the editorial panel nor the 
Society necessarily subscribes to 
our contributors’ views. The right 
is reserved to edit any submitted 

articles or letters.

Published quarterly  
in March, June, September and 

December by the Chichester Society.
Registered Charity No 268055

ISSN 0307-1421 (paper)
ISSN 2397-1010 (electronic)

Design, typesetting and printing 
arranged by 

HELP 
THE 

SOCIETY’S 
FUTURE!

Remembering 
the Chichester 
Society when 

arranging 
bequests will 
help continue 

this City’s civic 
traditions.

See below 
for contact 
information 

or access the 
Society’s 
 website 

By William Shakespeare

MACBETH
John Simm   Dervla Kirwan

TICKETS FROM

£10
21 Sep – 26 Oct
cft.org.uk

if it matters to you,
it matters to us

T: 01243 698 015
E: bognor@coversure.co.uk
W: coversure.co.uk/bognor

From personal to business, or anything 
in between. When it comes to insurance, 
come to Coversure Bognor Regis.


