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Our Chairman, Richard Childs, looks back on a busy year
For me December is a time both to reflect on the past twelve months and
also to look forward to what the New
Year may bring. 2013 has indeed been
a very busy year for the Society.
Not only was it our 40th anniversary,
for which your committee had been
busy arranging a series of events, but
we focused a good deal of our efforts
on responding to the District Council’s
Draft Local Plan. In addition, we felt it
was important for the Society to con-

lery, outlined his vision for the future
of the gallery and gave a preview of
the exciting exhibitions to be held over
the next two years. Nicholas Frayling,
the Dean of Chichester, gave a most
thought-provoking talk at our lunch
(see pp 16-17 & 2-3 respectively)
So what awaits us in 2014? Well the
matter of the District Council’s Local
Plan will feature on our agenda. We
will take every opportunity to reiterate
our opposition to development on the

9. Barnfield shopping
Another special event
in 2013: The Theatre
in the Park at night,
as it substituted for
the Festival Theatre
during the latter’s
refurbishment.
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The A-board count

213
on 14 November
Printed on Nine Lives
recycled paper

tribute to the Festival of Chichester
and so we provided a walk, talk and
concert for its programme of events.
The year was tinged with some sadness with the death of David Goodman, the Society’s founder, its first
Chairman and President, and also of
Canon Keith Walker, the Society’s
first Vice-Chairman. A full appreciation of their contributions to the Society is on pages 13-15.
October saw our AGM and our anniversary lunch at the Chichester College. Both events were marked by distinguished guest speakers. Greg Perry,
the new Director of Pallant House Gal-
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strategic greenfield sites around the
city, as well as examining routine
planning applications. I also predict
that the A-board saga will rumble on.
I am looking forward to the opening of
the refurbished Festival Theatre and I
hope that we shall be playing our role
in contributing to the 2014 Festival of
Chichester. Doubtless there will also
be other issues and opportunities to
grasp in the year ahead.
May I conclude by thanking you all for
your continued support of the Society
and its activities and wish you a Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year!

Read other issues on our website at www.chichestersociety.org.uk

A convivial Anniversary Lunch to remember!
Held at the Goodwood Restaurant, Chichester College of FE, 18th October 2013
The final 40th Anniversary Event
was a lunch at the Goodwood
Restaurant, where we were well
hosted by the students who are
trainee caterers there. Fifty-six
people attended, and our Guests
of Honour were the Dean of
Chichester, the Very Rev. Nicholas Frayling, the Deputy Mayor,
John Hughes, Colin Channon,
editor of the Observer and our
Vice-Presidents Joy Crawshaw
and Tim Rooth. Here is an edited
text of the Dean’s speech.
Mr Deputy Mayor, ladies and
gentlemen:
It is a privilege to be with you,
both personally and as a representative of the Cathedral which
has been so much a part of the
City of Chichester for more than
900 years, and about which your
Society cares so much. Indeed, the
first full meeting of this Society
was held in the Nave of the Cathedral in June 1974 under the influence of two recently departed
friends – David Goodman and
Canon Keith Walker.

tures of Chichester or aspects of
its life that appeal to me, though
there are plenty, so much as to
offer brief thoughts on two issues
in which we may have a shared
interest.

Chichester’s heritage
First, the protection of this and
other ancient towns, many of them
Cathedral cities. No thoughtful
person could deny the need for
more housing, especially affordable housing (almost a contradiction in terms in Chichester!).
It is not mere nimby-ism to plead
for greater use of brownfield sites
for development: there have been
encouraging moves in Graylingwell, Roussillon Barracks,
Shopwyke Lakes, for example.
It is important to remember that
Chichester, like many cities of the
mediaeval period, is compact and
still relatively self-contained. It is
surrounded by places of exceptional natural beauty, and is close
to the southern boundary of the

newest and indeed third largest
National Park in England. I would
argue that such places demonstrate a special case when it comes
to future levels of growth. This is
even more important here with our
overloaded roads and inadequate
waste-water facilities.
It is all very well for the Government to demand so many thousand
houses, with the consequent increase in population and activity,
but without the ability properly to
absorb that growth. The character
of our city is what attracts visitors,
tourists and shoppers, and not
least the Cathedral which must be
regarded as its premier attraction.
I cannot develop this aspect any
further. Suffice it to say that there
is an urgent need to recognise the
exceptional character of a city like
Chichester and to understand that
what is at stake is a major threat to
our heritage and the economic and
social contribution that is made to
our nation’s economy by our ancient cathedral cities.

I have been asked to speak, for a
very few minutes, on what Chichester means to me. That is a tall
order. All my ministry until I
came to the Cathedral 11 years
ago, had been spent in very different cities – Peckham and Tooting
in South-East and South-West
London, and Liverpool, where I
spent 19 happy and fulfilling
years, living most of the time in
the middle of Toxteth, the most
friendly and welcoming place I
have ever known.

I think I can best answer the question, not so much by listing fea-

The Chairman’s table; from the Deputy Mayor, John Hughes (left, with
chain of office) clockwise; Mrs Madeleine Keene, the Very Rev Nicholas
Frayling, our Chairman Richard Childs, Mrs Traudi Wiggins,
Mr Gerald Keene, Mr Bob Wiggins and Ms Jeannette Strickland
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Twinning and peace
My second enthusiasm is Chichester’s and the Cathedral’s very special twinning relationships – the
City and Cathedral with Chartres,
the City with Ravenna, and the
Cathedral with Bayreuth and
Bamberg, from which I returned
after a very important ecumenical
consultation just three days ago.
The Town Twinning Movement
grew out of the turmoil of the Second World War in Europe. Here
in Chichester, our understanding
of twinning owes much to Bishop
George Bell who, before, during
and after World War II, was a
great believer in ‘peace through
friendship’.
I could say a lot about the advantages for a city of such relationships – a two-way advantage,
of course – and that is certainly
true of the Cathedral. To stand in
Bamberg Cathedral while German
men and women, many of them
elderly, queued up in June to
shake our hands and say ‘Thank
you for wanting to be our friends’,
was a deeply moving experience.

The danger of Europhobia
My very last word is a personal
one on the same subject. I confess

to being a committed European. I
view the present fashion for supporting Europhobic political parties as highly dangerous.
My maternal great-grandparents
illustrate the dangers. My mother’s grandfather came to this
country in circumstances of hardship. Daniel Flood came from
County Tipperary, as what would
now be known disparagingly as an
economic migrant 30 years after
the Irish Potato Famine, and established himself and his family
here. And her other grandfather,
Daniel Imhof, was forced to flee
from the Black Forest region of
Germany with his wife during the
Revolution of 1850, bringing only
what they could carry – they were
refugees.
Today, the more Eurosceptic you
can be, the more attention you get
in the media. This proved fatal to
Margaret Thatcher’s Government
and that of John Major, and it may
yet be so for David Cameron.
This may seem a controversial
observation and I hope I don’t
trespass upon your hospitality, but
I belong to the first generation of
British men in 1000 years who
have not been compelled to fight
in Europe. We should never underestimate the influence – for all
its faults, which are many – of the

The Very Rev. Nicholas Frayling,
Dean of Chichester, delivering his
speech
European Union on the peace of
our continent.
‘Peace through friendship’ is very
important to me, as it has been to
my predecessors. Thank you very
much for your friendship to me
over the 11 years that I have had
the privilege of serving as Dean of
Chichester, and your support of
our Cathedral in many ways.
May I wish your Society a Happy
Birthday and all possible success
as you seek to promote the interests of this city, which I have
come to love so much.

The students who
hosted us (and were
being assessed for
coursework as they
did so!)
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A Councillor’s View of the Draft Local Plan
Pieter Montyn, District Councillor for West Wittering ward, replies to the Society’s
criticisms of the Draft presented in the September 2013 newsletter
The article ‘A Plea to Chichester
District Councillors’ in your September issue, could not fail to
catch my eye. Thank you for allowing me to respond.

supply for five years’ worth of
housing. The National Policy
Planning Framework makes this
the single most significant issue
for Inspectors in appeal cases.

The need for development

Competing pressures

The challenge facing the District
Council in fulfilling its duty to
prepare its Local Plan is, I am
sure, well understood. Not only
does the Council have to accommodate the need for housing
growth and employment over a 15
year period, it also has to consider
where best to place these in a District constrained by areas that have
special protection, locations that
are more accessible than others,
site availability, and where infrastructure can be provided.
Failure to reconcile these demanding requirements may render the
Plan unsound, and risks having
our planning decisions being
made by the Planning Inspectorate. Meanwhile, without an
approved Local Plan, developers
are relatively unconstrained in
their planning applications, for so
long as there is insufficient land

None of this will be new to you
and there is much in your article
that, in an ideal world, we all
could agree with. However, we
live in the real world. For the future credibility of the Society, I
would suggest that, while this may
not be to its liking, it should recognize this.
It would be helpful if you could
explain to your readers that
CDC’s planners and its members
find themselves in a difficult to
reconcile situation, where the
heart pulls them one way and imperatives in the other.
Councillors have a responsibility
towards their electors, but also
must balance this against what is
required for the future public
good, and do so against policies
not of their making. This leads to

difficult decisions, not made any
easier by articles which may alienate elected councillors from their
electors. Neither deserve this.

A balance of views
The point reached with the Plan is
the result of much work by officers and Councillors who, informed
by technical advice and in workshops and discussion, have been
involved every step of the way.
Their thinking has also been influenced by the public consultation
events and the many comments
that came from those.
Inevitably not all agree, but the
role of elected members has been
central in finding a balance between often competing views.
The culmination of this process
was the October 24th debate by
District Councillors, and their
agreement with the Plan for a final
opportunity for comment, before
submission for examination in late
Spring 2014.
To have suggested in September
that Councillors should “pause

Left: development making use of a brownfield site within Chichester, at Rousillon Barracks
Right: the outward sprawl of Chichester has already begun; this is Bostock Avenue at Barnfield
Registered Charity No. 268055
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before taking irrevocable decisions we will live to regret in
years to come” was therefore disingenuous. Nor will it
“undoubtedly set the scene for the
next fifty years”. Well before the
Plan’s expiry in 2029, renewed
planning will surely take place by
our successors against national
policies and conditions then prevailing.

Serious constraints
Finally, the map of the District
accompanying your article shows
the South Downs National Park to
the north of the City, but fails to

recognize the much older Chichester Harbour Area of Outstanding
Natural Beauty to the south and
west. While I am sure this is not
intentional, it obscures the fact
that planning limitations around
the Harbour are every bit as constrained as they are in the National
Park, thus further limiting the
space available for expansion.
Your readers should be aware of
this.
Yours sincerely,
Pieter Montyn

The Chichester Society says:
 We appreciate the pressures
faced by Mr Montyn and other
councillors but do not see this
as a reason for simply endorsing a CDC plan.
 We still think that there should
be a more strategic use of
brownfield sites, rather than
adopting greenfield sites put
forward by developers.
 We think that any precedent
which allows urban sprawl will
undoubtedly be seized on as an
excuse for more of the same.
 We want to re-visit the proposed housing demand, at least
in the early years of a plan

Chichester is constrained on the north - Upwaltham Church in the South Downs National Park - and also on
the south - a view from West Wittering in the Chichester Harbour Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty

A-boards - a retailer’s view: John Wichers in conversation with Keith Messam (see p.10)
As I chatted to Keith Messam, we dwelt on today’s ‘hot topic’ among the
City Centre retailers. Keith, along with others, was bewildered by the
number of conflicting regulations about what can and cannot be used. He
agreed that ‘A’-Boards have become an increasing nuisance to the pedestrian, and said, “Why create a pedestrianised street and then encumber it
with an absolute chicane of assorted boards competing for attention?”
He smiled ruefully, “But you know it gets worse; now we are told we must
remove our solitary board, yet at the same time, I see cafés extending their
seating area to the pavement and shops displaying their wares on the public thoroughfare. My confusion grows as the pedestrian area shrinks!”
“Fair enough, but what’s your solution to all these rival attentionseekers?” I asked.
“Well, I remember seeing photos of Chichester in the early 1900’s.” He
replied with a grin. “They had their ‘A’-boards then - didn’t they? Oh!
Yes, they were aerial ‘A’-boards – called ‘em hanging signs in those days
and funnily enough, didn’t get in anyone’s way. Bring ’em back and
you’d get rid of all this street clutter at a stroke – might even add to the
Georgian charm of our town!”
ISSUE NUMBER 179 - DECEMBER 2013

Some ‘Aerial A-boards’
in Little London
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The Chichester Natural History Society celebrates 50 years
The Chichester Society is celebrating its 40th year, but the Natural History Society has
reached its 50th. The Chair, Rosemary Marshall, looks back at its activities
Six people were involved in the
formation of the Chichester Natural History Society. There had
been previous attempts to form an
organisation with its focus on the
natural world, but it was not until
1963 that these determined folk
were successful and the present
society took shape.
th

This year is our 50 anniversary,
and we celebrated with a lecture
on our formation and history, an
anniversary walk to Kingley Vale
led by Richard Williamson and a
Reception at our new home, the
Pallant Suite, South Pallant.

Lectures and visits
From autumn to spring an expert
gives a monthly talk. Topics are
very varied covering the whole
range of natural life including
overseas wildlife.
We are extremely lucky to live in
such a beautiful area which has so
many different wildlife habitats
within easy reach. Our monthly
field trips focus on these, though
occasionally we go further afield.
So, one month we may be on a
heath, the next in woodland, possibly followed by a Harbour visit.

Registered Charity No. 268055

Expert knowledge
Within the Society we have a
number of people with expert
knowledge on a range of subjects.
These people are very willing to
lead the trips and help identify the
animals, plants, and insects we
encounter. This of course increases the knowledge and interest of
those who are less expert. We also
carry out local surveys.
The Society has been involved in
the conservation of the wild daffodils in West Dean Woods since
1977 and our advice as to what
degree of tree and shrub shade
was best for the plants has resulted in a doubling of numbers from
1 million to 2 million.

Local surveys
We also choose a local location to
do a survey of biodiversity, such
as Brandy Hole Copse. Members
visited to record there from April

to September. We also record
individual species. For instance
stag beetles are on the decline, so
our members contribute an annual
record of these impressive creatures.

Membership
“Chi. Nats.”, as the society is affectionately called, is a friendly,
welcoming group. New members
and visitors are very welcome and
beginners especially encouraged.
When we produced our anniversary booklet 50 Years of Nature ,
one of the heartening discoveries
was just how many members
wished to record the welcome and
friendship they had received from
the existing members.
To find out more about our Society please visit our website: chichesternaturalhistorysociety.org or
contact our Membership Secretary, David Hart 01243 814497.

Field trips with
the ‘Chi Nats’; a
tree walk and a
pond dipping
session
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A South Downs Christmas!
Three books to add greatly to enjoyment of the South Downs National Park
The Natural History of the
South Downs National Park
by Robin Crane CBE and Rendel
Williams.

The Geology and Scenery of the
South Downs National Park
by David Robinson

The Archaeology of the South
Downs National Park
by John Manley

This superbly illustrated book has
been written with the object of
stimulating interest in the wildlife
and countryside of the South
Downs National Park, not simply
by highlighting some special
plants and animals but by giving
readers a greater understanding of
the evolution of the wild places,
the history of nature conservation
and the management of habitats
and species.

The author traces the formation of
the chalk downs and the sandy
heaths to the north of the park.
The formation of the strata and
their present features are linked to
periods when the land was dry or
submerged, sometimes by sea,
sometimes by fresh water. Though
Sussex was never glaciated, the
Ice Age contributed to the formation of our dry valleys and the
windblown soils of chalk heath.

The trio is completed by the story
of the use of land in the Park by
man. We are all aware of the archaeological importance of hill
forts, but the author takes the story
forward too - indeed to the present
day with World War II pillboxes.

Robin Crane, who lives in Midhurst, was a film producer and director who worked with the BBC
Natural History Unit. He is a former Chairman of the Sussex Wildlife Trust and was Chairman of
the South Downs Campaign (to
which the Chichester Society was
affiliated) from 1990 to 2010
which led to the creation of the
South Downs National Park. Rendel Williams was Reader in Physical Geography at the University of
Sussex and Chairman of the Conservation Committee of the Sussex Wildlife Trust.

The book contains many photographs, attractive in their own
right. Many locations are given
where you can go to see the evolution of the landscape for yourself.
David Robinson has lived in Sussex for 40 years. He is a Reader in
Physical Geography at the University of Sussex, and thus can combine his love of the county with an
expert’s knowledge.

We are encouraged to look for the
traces of everyday activities all
about us. There are buildings for
living and working, for worshipping and remembering - and of
course the marks in the grass left
behind. The book describes many
locations where these can be seen.
John Manley was Chief Executive
of the Sussex Archaeological Society from 1993 to 2010. The
buildings in his care included not
only Fishbourne Roman Palace,
but also the Norman castle at
Lewes, medieval houses, and the
ancient Long Man of Wilmington.

All three books are published by
the Sussex Archaeological Society (Sussex Past) supported by
The South Downs National Park
Authority, and are available
from Kim’s Bookshop in South
Street. Prices are £14.79 for
Natural History, 130pp & 158
colour photos; £10.59 for
Geology and Scenery, 104pp &
110 colour photos; and £10.59
for Archaeology, 87pp & 105
colour photos.
Reviews by John Templeton (left)
and David Wilson (centre &
right)
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Chichester at Christmas
Kim Long and Louise Fenwick of the Business Improvement District team explain that
this year’s programme is underway
Christmas Lights are an emotive
subject for our City as no one
wants a repeat of 2010, when we
achieved national news coverage
– for not having any!

Xmas lights - a key feature
As a result, it was one of the key
things raised by businesses during
the consultation to bring the Business Improvement District (BID)
into place in 2011 and so it was
one of the first things the City
Centre Partnership was keen to
tackle, once they were in office.
So, for the first time last year, we
were able to extend Christmas
lights to Crane Street, Cooper
Street, St Martins and Little London. Much of South Street, North
Street up as far as Northgate and
along East Street as far as Eastgate Square was illuminated as
well as the Rotary Tree of Goodwill itself.

Now extended - even better
This is our second year of looking
after the Christmas lights which,

with 30 sets of lights more than
last year, sees Christmas cheer
reaching all the way down South
Street, to Chichester railway station and all along the Hornet, for
the first time.
The City Centre Partnership has
worked hard to make this happen,
liaising with freeholders and outlets in the City Centre, to ensure
even more lights for our City this
year and we’re pleased that we
have been able to light up The
Hornet as well. Unfortunately,
freeholders and landowners in St
Pancras have not been quite as
helpful, so that remains a challenge for us again next year!

BID at the festive season
Our remit as the BID is to improve Chichester as a pleasant
place to visit, stay, shop and do
business. We aim to encourage
more people to try us, remind others why they continue to come
and we revisit those who may
have forgotten the delights our
City offers!
One of the key events of the year
that brings an increase of visitors
into Chichester is the Christmas
Lights Switch on event which, for

the first time this year, took place
on a Thursday. The aim of this
was in order for workers and
commuters in Chichester to take
advantage of being in town and
join in with the festivities after
work, as well as encouraging
more to stay on to do some
Christmas shopping, with shops
and outlets open until 8.00pm.
Shops will continue to be open
late on Thursdays in the lead up
to Christmas on Thursdays 5th,
12th and 19th December, if
you’ve not yet completed your
present list. The renowned Chichester Christmas Market also returns this year on Saturday 7th
December, taking place along
North and East Streets until Sunday 15th December, with the ever
popular live nativity
scene - donkeys included! It’s
heart-warming how popular this
simple scene still is, for adults
and children alike…
All the details of the Christmas
events taking place in Chichester
are on www.chichesterbid.co.uk
as well as news and details of all
events taking place throughout
the year. Please visit our site and
find out more!

Fireworks
and winter
sprites will you be
there to se
them this
year?

Registered Charity No. 268055
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‘Barnfield Park’ takes another step towards realisation
News on the plans for the area across Westhampnett Road from the Portfield Retail Park
The Society has been monitoring
the long-term redevelopment of
this site on the eastern edge of the
City and recently members of the
Executive Committee went to an
exhibition hosted by the developers. David Wilson reports.

Phase One
The first phase of development at
Barnfield (that is, the land around
the existing Homebase store) has
already received planning permission. At the end of October, the
Brookhouse group, who plan to
develop the site, held an exhibition to explain the second phase.
At one stage it seemed that Homebase might move out to smaller
premises when these were ready,
this being more in keeping with
their strategic plan. We are now
told that the Chichester store is
doing well and will remain.
The remaining land generally to
the north of Barnfield Drive (i.e.
across the road from Homebase)
is to be developed with stores
which will be subject to a legal
agreement only to sell large items
such as furniture and white goods.
This is to avoid further pressure
on our city centre retailers.
This is one issue which concerns
us, and we will watch for any hint
of relaxation, both in phase one
and phase two.

Phase Two
Phase two develops the land from
Barnfield Drive down to Westhampnett Road. A road from a
new roundabout opposite the end
of Church Road will run alongside the crematorium, to the ‘stub’
of road familiar to those using the
Swanfield estate as a rat run.
ISSUE NUMBER 179 - DECEMBER 2013

What it looked like
last winter (below);
what the agents say
it will look like
(right); and what it
mustn’t look like
(bottom right, the
existing carpet
warehouse)

On this road it is proposed to have
a large supermarket (‘One of
those not already in Chichester’ your guess is as good as ours), its
car park and a petrol station, this
being at the Barnfield Drive end.
The area will be landscaped, as in
the illustration, so there will still
be somewhere to walk dogs!
However the developers seem to
be unaware of the problems of
dealing with a stream that can go
from flood to dry in a matter of
weeks.

Our concerns
We will be scrutinising the plans
when they are formally deposited
with CDC, to check:
 Traffic flow forecast for
Westhampnett Road
 Style and quality of buildings,
and grounds maintenance
 Covenants preventing competition with city centre shops
 Suitable screening for the

crematorium
 Community Infrastructure
Levy agreements - or what
does Chichester get out of this?
Do you have other concerns? Let
us know.

BREAKING NEWS ON THE
EMPEROR CYCLEWAY
A plan is now in place which
will allow substantial additions
to its visitor attractions of the
Roman Palace but allow Emperor Way to remain in its present
location.
All the new development will go
on the south of Emperor Way.
This is the result of 18 months of
negotiation, so congratulations to
the organisers of the campaign to
keep the cycleway open, and
thanks to Sussex Archaeological
Society for taking a flexible approach.

Read other issues on our website at www.chichestersociety.org.uk
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Chichester’s Independent Retailers
John Wichers takes a look at Messam’s, one of the few independents left in East Street
David Messam joined the R.A.F.
as a national serviceman in 1946,
learning much of his woodworking skills building airframes
for De Havilland Mosquitoes. After two years’ service, David returned to his native Chichester and
his old job at Jay’s Hardware,
which long-term Cicestrians may
remember was located in East
Street and is nowadays HMV.

Family foundations
By 1959 David and his young
wife, Margaret, were determined
to open their own hardware shop.
Shortly thereafter, family involvement was further strengthened
when Margaret’s brother-in-law,
Arthur Patton, joined the firm.
Fortuitously, Margaret’s mother,
Mrs. E. Lever, ran a haberdashery
at 28 East Street, selling, all manner of ladies’ knick-knacks. She
generously offered the young couple a part of her shop as premises
to display and sell tools. So, for a
time, it was back door for whalebone and front door for wrenches
– in today’s world an unusual mix
of customers!

The shop in East Street, outside ...
Registered Charity No. 268055

… and serving the customers inside

The next generation ...
Unwilling to deal with decimalization, in 1971 Mrs. Lever gave up
her trade, allowing David and
book-keeper Margaret to expand
their premises and shortly after to
purchase the freehold.
Sadly, a short while later, Arthur
Patton died, necessitating the employment of an assistant manager.
Meanwhile, Keith Messam, David’s only son, had been helping
his father in the store from the age
of seven, both after school and
during holidays. He knew every
stock item and its whereabouts and
eagerly awaited the day when,
school completed, he could join
the family firm full time. David
was so convinced of his son’s
business ability that he promised
to hand over control to his son,
once schooling was done. Thus, in
1978, a sixteen-year old Keith
took over and David effectively
retired, though for many years he
still took all Messam’s toolsharpening work home.
THE CHICHESTER SOCIETY NEWSLETTER

In keeping with the family tradition, Keith’s sister Rachel took
over from her mother as bookkeeper, and was responsible for
introducing computerization and
developing the website. As both
Rachel and Keith were still living
at the parental home, one can only
imagine the supper table conversation!
Despite its small street frontage
Messam’s had over time built up a
significant trade, most notably
with export orders to Saudi Arabia, including improbably, fireman’s axes! Now, with Keith at
the helm, and with his innate grasp
of stock management and sourcing, he exercised a tighter control
of these fundamentals, resulting in
increased profit margins through
elimination of large, expensive
bank loans.

… and the next again!
Today, thirty-five years on, Keith
is ensuring the continuation of
Messam’s as a family affair. His
10

step-son, Daniel, now eighteen,
has already been working in the
business for two years and will, in
time, take over the reins of this
unique shop.

incentive to enter what had previously been a profoundly masculine
domain. Now she could slip
downstairs and “talk jewellery”
with Lesley whilst leaving her man
blissfully browsing and perhaps
even buying that coveted extra
chisel. By Keith’s own admission,
“In pure profit terms the ‘Bead
Cellar’ doesn’t compare with the
main business upstairs, but….” he
smiles, “…tool sales have undeniably increased since Lesley got her
space, so it’s been a good addition
to the business!”

Family firms can survive!

The Bead Cellar today

Nothing for the ladies

Inevitably, with the passage of
time shopping habits change:
shops come and go. Are we not
lucky here in Chichester still to
have Messam’s? A real, independent family-run, proper tool
shop in the town centre. Remem-

ber Pine’s at Eastgate and Ray’s
Hardware of North Street – both
gone now!
What secret element has kept Messam’s trading when others have
gone? Could it be that the very
“smallness” of their premises has
not allowed diversification into
less profitable lines – and so does
not directly compete with larger,
out-of-town stores?
Messam’s only does what Keith
knows best – high quality, specialist tools at competitive prices. His
parting words to me were: “If we
don’t have what the customer
wants, we know where to get it
and we have a guaranteed next day
delivery – that’s still faster and
surer than the internet!”
All in the family - Daniel, Lesley
and Keith

If there is one store in Chichester’s
town centre that is guaranteed to
draw men of all ages – at least
those who fancy themselves at
DIY – it has always been Messam’s in East Street. The trouble
is that it suffered from two distinct
disadvantages: an easily overlooked frontage and most importantly, nothing on offer to attract the ladies - leastways, not
since Mrs. Lever’s corsetry departed the scene!

Why ‘The Bead Cellar’?
Happily, a solution came to hand.
In 1999, Keith had married Lesley,
a trained craftswoman in jewellery
making. Lesley had wanted this as
a career, but she points out, “I
found it nigh on impossible in the
confines of home.” Keith nods
and interjects, “Somehow, we
found the space in the basement to
house Lesley’s ‘Bead Cellar’.”
This supplement to the tools business gave the ladies that necessary
ISSUE NUMBER 179 - DECEMBER 2013
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The Market House - better known as the Buttermarket
Wondering how it’s getting on? Rodney Duggua, Clerk to the Chichester City Council,
adds a few personal comments
Having now worked in Chichester for 35 years, I
know it is risky to mention ‘change’ in the same sentence as ‘Chichester’ so I’ll try not to, although in this
case the temptation is strong. Your Chairman asked
me to write a short concluding piece about the Market
House and I wondered what could be said that had not
already been said.

Take a look as you pass by!
However, the other Sunday morning on my way to the
11am Cathedral Eucharist service caused me to pause
and reflect. For I noted the number of people already
coming and going from the Market House, enjoying
themselves in Patisserie Valerie and sitting outside
the lower unit of Bill’s, and doubtless equally enjoying themselves at first floor level.

through the building on late afternoons with many of
the former units shut. It is now bright and airy, the
presence of Bill’s on the Upper Floor and their longer opening hours, brings a vibrancy to the building.
Fears about the clash of interest of Bill’s and Patisserie Valerie’s services seem ill-founded.
If you know where to look or were a loyal customer,
a number of the former occupiers have relocated
elsewhere either in Chichester or locally, but it is
equally a fact that some simply took the opportunity
to call it a day when the refurbishment took place.

The past debate involved all the best ingredients of
media interest, the bad old Council, confusion, emotion and misinformation - a very recent item on the
Chichester Observer Facebook page talked of the
mess the District Council had made of the building!

Another article by your Chairman in the last edition
of your Newsletter has prompted me to prepare my
CV for the post of Chief Executive of new Chichester Council. Thinks – ‘personal qualities’..........Ah
yes, ‘local knowledge and a love of this City’...........

Financial advantage
The Market House reopened in April 2011 and is now
fully occupied. No cost of the project fell on the City
Council other than for professional fees on our side, a
significant amount being reimbursed by our Development Partner. This Partner now pays for routine
maintenance, business rates etc. City Council income
will soon be the best part of two and a quarter times
that of the ‘good old days’.

A busy atmosphere
One of the shops (Pandora) has advertised for additional staff as they are opening another business in the
City. No more need we imagine tumbleweed blowing
Registered Charity No. 268055

Before (top), during (middle) and after (bottom)
the renovation
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In Memoriam Keith Walker
This has been a sad Autumn for the Society, as we have lost two of the most important
founder members. Here, Tim Rooth remembers our Chairman in the late 1970s
Keith Walker, who in 1977 succeeded David Goodman as Chairman of the Chichester Society,
died in Winchester on 8th August
at the age of 80. At the time of his
death he was Canon Emeritus at
Winchester Cathedral.

Lichfield Theological College he
was appointed as an Anglican curate in Slaithwaite. While in Yorkshire he embarked on a PhD at
Leeds University which he completed in 1968 when he was a vicar in Somerset and a lecturer at
Wells Theological College.

Arrival in Chichester
Keith moved to Chichester with
Johanna and a young family in
1971 having been appointed Precentor to the Cathedral, and joined
the Society at the instigation of
John Storrs at the end of 1973. He
almost immediately became Deputy Chairman and played an influential part in the Society during
the rest of his time in Chichester.
Keith, as one of his colleagues in
Winchester, the Rev. Terry Hemming observes, was a large man –
in stature, intellect and imagination. He was immensely strong
(he had played rugby at county
level) and both physically and intellectually energetic. A good part
of that energy was devoted to the
cause of the welfare of Chichester
and its physical fabric. He played
a full part in the activities of the
Chichester Society, including an
extended spell as editor of the
newsletter between 1975 and
1980.

Setting up the Society
It was Keith who in 1974 suggested that the Town Meeting be held
in the Cathedral and persuaded
Dean Walter Hussey of its suitability. In no other setting could a
meeting have been held on that
scale and had such an impact.
Keith often represented the Society at meetings and he gave eviISSUE NUMBER 179 - DECEMBER 2013

After Chichester

Canon Keith Walker
Influential in creating
The Chichester Society
dence at the Pedestrianisation Enquiry. He was an erudite and articulate spokesman. Both he and Johanna were fully involved in the
great Eastgate sit-in during the hot
summer of 1976. Later that year
he became Chairman of the Society, a post he held until 1979.
He was fully engaged in the life of
the City, regularly writing an
opinion piece in the Chichester
Observer. He initiated the highly
successful Tuesday concerts in the
Cathedral, an enduring legacy of
his time here.

Before Chichester
Keith, who was born and brought
up in the Lake District, had an unusual background. He studied agriculture at Durham University
and early in his career was a
Methodist. As a pacifist (at that
time) he spent two years in London as a hospital porter in lieu of
National Service. He subsequently
read theology at Cambridge before becoming a Methodist minister in Huddersfield. After a year at

His interest in environmental issues was maintained after he left
Chichester. The story is told of
him arriving in church after visiting the protestors at Twyford
Down, and, with time running out,
the mud still on his shoes, flinging
on clerical robes and rushing in to
take the service.
He was appointed Canon Librarian of Winchester Cathedral in
1987, the post he held until his
retirement in 2003. He was intensely interested in the visual
arts, an interest stimulated by his
time in Chichester as a neighbour
of Walter Hussey. He played a
major part in encouraging a closer
relationship between church and
contemporary artists. It is said that
what Dean Hussey had done in the
mid 20th century Keith did for the
end of the century. This included
holding major conferences, writing and lecturing (he was a brilliant preacher and lecturer). He
made contact with artists, raised
money and as part of his legacy
there are important works of art
both in All Saints Church in Basingstoke and, even more extensively, in Winchester Cathedral.
Keith was a man of great humanity. The Chichester Society was
fortunate to have somebody of his
calibre playing such a key role in
its early years.

Read other issues on our website at www.chichestersociety.org.uk
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In Memoriam David Goodman
Our founder and president died just before the 40th anniversary of the original meeting.
Tim Rooth, a fellow founder member, looks back

David Goodman in front of his own painting; ‘St Vaast - homage to Boudin’
With the death of David Goodman
in September we have lost a man
of many talents who has contributed richly to the cultural and social
life of Chichester for more than 60
years.

The founding meetings
From our Society’s perspective he
instigated the founding of the
Chichester Society, was its first
Chairman, later Life President, and
a driving force for much of its existence. He called a protest meeting on 1st October 1973 in the Old
Court Room at the North Street
Assembly Rooms. People had
been outraged by the destruction
of the past decade and by the
County Council’s plans for yet
more demolition of Chichester’s
historic fabric.
Registered Charity No. 268055

David’s intention had been to call
on the existing Civic Society to
spearhead a new movement, but
the mood of the meeting was for
fresh leadership and organisation.
As news spread the Society grew
rapidly into a flourishing campaigning body and within a few
months more than 1500 people
crowded into the Cathedral for a
Town Meeting to debate the city’s
future.
It proved to be a long campaign.
During that time David contributed energy and imagination to the
cause of Chichester. He had a love
and appreciation of the City and a
fine aesthetic appreciation of its
qualities; for David, as for others,
it was more than the sum of its
parts. He was an excellent speaker
with a wonderful turn of phrase
THE CHICHESTER SOCIETY NEWSLETTER

and he also wrote expressively
(David, incidentally, did not lack
confidence in either his own ideas
or his abilities).
He was also brave: he had business interests in the City and the
locality, and his actions and outspokenness were not universally
popular. The growth of the Society
and its increasing influence owed
much to his drive and flair. Our
meetings were rarely dull.

Wartime romance
David’s legacy, however, goes far
beyond the Chichester Society for
he had been widely engaged in the
life of the City from the late
1940s. Born in 1918, the son of a
London art dealer, he trained at St
Martin’s School of Art, graduating
14

shortly before the war. He joined
the RAF in September 1939 and
service brought him to Westhampnett. While based there, at a dance
in Lavant, he met a Somerstown
girl, Pearl Turner (she had been
Miss Gaumont Britain in 1937)
and they married in 1944. He
moved here after his return from
Italy in 1945 and he and Pearl
raised a family of three daughters,
living for many years in Franklin
Place before moving to Halnaker.

Art and business ...
In the early years David taught at
the School of Art, above the Butter
Market, and was later involved in
setting up Chichester Design Associates, the David Paul Gallery in
St John’s Street and the David
Paul Workshop. Later he became
immersed in the Chichester Arts
Centre project and contributed to
the Festival of Britain in Chichester, working with Christopher Fry
and the Earl of Bessborough.

… and the Festival Theatre
Later he became a key figure in
the founding of the Chichester
Festival Theatre. He was Hon.
Secretary of the fundraising committee, promoting a number of
fundraising ventures, including the

Thousand Club. He continued to
assist the Theatre as an art advisor
and designer, and he and his colleagues wrote and designed all the
publicity material for the Theatre
for many years. A notable and lasting contribution was the design of
the Minerva logo.

A talented painter
Gaynor Williams has written that
David ‘may be described as … a
designer, a writer of elegant prose,
a keen conservationist, a teacher,
and a maker of fine frames … but
he is first and foremost an artist’1. David Goodman in 1945, drawn
So throughout this time he contin- by Peter Lanyon
ued painting and exhibiting, twice
being awarded an Italian Gold
Chichester Observer, at one time
Medal for Painting, and has left an
writing a series of 24 monthly artiextensive and varied body of
cles on aspects of art and design.
work. In 1975 he was Chair of the
Chichester would have been much
Chichester National Art Exhibithe poorer without him.
tion, a major art event, as a contribution to the Chichester 900 FesDavid’s family are proposing a
tivities. Between 1989 and 2001
celebration of his life, probably in
David organised an annual exhibithe Spring at the Minerva Theatre,
tion held in the Tudor Room of the
to which everybody will be welBishop’s Palace as part of the
come.
Chichester Festivities.
1.

A great communicator
He was a great proselytiser and
continued to lecture and to write.
He contributed frequently to the

Paul Foster (ed.) David Goodman
Artist and Essayist: Chichester Modern
Artists Two, Chichester, 2006), also the
source for pictures on this page.

David Goodman worked in a wide variety of media. Here are
North Street (1955) and New Park Road (1974), the latter
drawn at the time the Society was campaigning to keep the New
Park Centre open. Illustrations may be seen in reference 1
above.
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New Direction at Pallant House Gallery
Greg Perry, Director of the Pallant House Gallery, spoke to the Chichester Society’s
AGM on 16 October 2013 about his ideas for the future of the gallery.
Sarah Quail recounts the plans which he hopes to implement.
Greg Perry comes from the United
States and is, usefully, a lawyer as
well as an art historian. In fact, he
practised law for several years before moving into the arts, and museums and galleries. He began his
museum career at The Art Institute of Chicago, worked in several
East Coast galleries, and is over
here now, at Pallant House Gallery, after a recent spell at the National Gallery in London where he
was Director of Operations and
Administration. He enjoyed his
time there but missed the creative
side of things - and that is why he
is so glad to be here in Chichester.

New Visions
He has had eight busy months getting to know his team, the Gal-

lery’s trustees and supporters, the
Friends of Pallant House Gallery
and of course the city of Chichester itself, and is busy now revisiting the gallery’s vision and mission, and pulling together a strategic plan which addresses current
issues and concerns. He shared
this plan in outline with us and
discussed current and future exhibitions.
Briefly, he wants a gallery which
is focused firmly on its audience
and inspires enjoyment and understanding of modern art through the
collections and a broad range of
activities. At the same time he
wants it to contribute significantly
to the cultural vibrancy not only
of the city and region but to national and international audiences.

A Gallery for Learning
Goals and emerging priorities include developing and, where possible, adding to the collections
themselves. On the learning front,
he wants to increase the outreach
to schools, offer internships to students and encourage more academic research into the collections. He also wants more accessible interpretation of exhibitions
and displays; in short, more help
for the visitor to get the most out
of his or her visit. This led naturally to the gallery’s awardwinning community programme,
‘Outside In’, which has attracted
the attention lately of both the
Tate and the Royal Academy. He
is determined to continue supporting ‘Outside In’ in its groundbreaking work.

A Gallery to be seen
Other priorities include developing audiences, especially growing
visitor numbers generally. This
Registered Charity No. 268055

THE CHICHESTER SOCIETY NEWSLETTER

16

will involve more visitor research
and developing a more significant
on-line presence. As for resources,
sustainability must underscore
consideration of each and every
initiative and, as one of the successful applicants for possible
match-funding from the Arts
Council’s private giving ‘Catalyst’
investment scheme, considerable
effort will be put now into fundraising. The gallery is also developing a programme to attract legacies.

Ambitious exhibitions
Greg then turned to exhibitions.
There is an attractive and lively
programme of exhibitions and related events this autumn and well
into the New Year - Sean Scully:
Triptychs; Pauline Boty: Pop Artist and Woman; Artists’ Maquettes from the Cass Sculpture
Foundation, and The Nicholsons
and their Circle: The Mill House
Collection.
The Mill House Collection is important with over one hundred
pieces and joins the gallery on
long-term loan. Work by William,
Ben and Kit Nicholson, Lucian

Freud, John Craxton, Julian Trevelyan and Frank Dobson will be
featured. There will also be Eric
Ravilious: Prints, a short exhibition timed to coincide with a new
monograph on his distinctive
work which is so firmly rooted in
this part of the world. There are
more wood engravings in Clare
Leighton: Working Life including
illustrations from her much-loved
book, The Farmer’s Year: A Calendar of English Husbandry.

A Unique Opportunity
Next year sees the one hundredth
anniversary of the outbreak of the
First World War. Centre stage at
Pallant House Gallery will be
Stanley Spencer: Unknown Dead
of World War I, an exhibition
which will feature the epic and
visionary large-scale canvas wall
panels from the Memorial Chapel
at Burghclere in North Hampshire,
paintings which were inspired by
Spencer’s own experiences as
both a medical orderly and a soldier in Salonika.
These paintings have been removed while a £400,000 scheme
of renovation takes place. During

this time, they are being exhibited
in only two places, Somerset
House in London and then here in
Chichester from mid-February to
June.
Of necessity Greg’s talk could be
only the briefest canter through
his hopes and ambitions for Pallant House Gallery. However, it
was enough to impress the meeting with his commitment and to
capture the audience’s imaginations, and members responded enthusiastically with their applause.
Greg Perry succeeded Stefan Van
Raay, Pallant House Gallery’s
former long-serving Director, in
early 2013.

Some of the pictures which will be
featured in forthcoming exhibitions, clockwise from bottom left
on facing page: Colour Her Gone,
by Pauline Boty (1962); EQ Myers by R Frank Dobson (1919);
Portrait of Kit Nicholson, by Winifred Nicholson (ca 1920); The
Black Jug, by EQ Nicholson
(1946).
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Reports from The Chichester Society’s 40th Annual General Meeting
The AGM of the Chichester Society was held at the Assembly Rooms on October 16th, 2013. Besides the
presentation of reports, of which summaries follow, these elections were made: Chairman, Richard Childs;
Vice-Chairman, John Templeton; Secretary, Anthony Quail; Treasurer, David Wilson & committee members
Rodney Chambers, Cédric Mitchell, Trevor Redman, Bill Sharp, Grace Taylor and John Wichers.

Chairman’s Report for 2012-2013

Richard Childs

The Chairman commenced his annual report by referring to the recent death of the Society’s founder and president, David Goodman, and quoted from his 1973 speech, “...to stop all further change until it is demonstrably clear that it is for the better.” In this context the Chairman reported on the Society’s major preoccupation during the year in responding to the District Council’s Draft Local Plan. The Society had responded to
the initial consultation in June and the further consultation in September. He hoped that the Society had involved members in this process, not only through the pages of the Newsletter and the publication of the information leaflet, The Chichester Society and the Local Plan, but also with the 40th anniversary brochure Chichester Today and Tomorrow.
In responding to the Draft Local Plan the Society had reiterated its long-held position on development in and
around Chichester. The Society wishes to see a much lower house building figure than that of 395 per annum
as proposed by the Council. The Chairman reiterated that the Society objects to any building on the strategic
greenfield sites such as Whitehouse Farm and Oldplace Farm. The Society identifies the preferred sites for development as Shopwyke Lakes, Tangmere and Southbourne. Moreover, the Society believes that no development should be considered on greenfield sites until all brownfield sites have been developed.
Moving on from the Local Plan, the Chairman reflected on the number of events and activities which the Society had arranged during the year, including two concerts by the Quillet Quartet, David Wilson’s talk and walk
as part of the Festival of Chichester, and the visit to Rolls Royce. The Chairman thanked all those who had
been involved in organising these events.
The Chairman concluded by thanking the officers and members of the Society’s Executive Committee for all
their hard work during a particularly busy year. He also thanked the several volunteers who have also supported the work of the Society. Finally he made a plea for more volunteers to assist the Society as there was always
work to be done.

Secretary’s Report for 2012-2013

Anthony Quail

The Secretary reported on three main themes representing the Society’s activity this year.
First, the 40th anniversary was celebrated in various ways including:
 Commemorative tree planting next to the New Park Centre
 Publishing in April the booklet Chichester Today and Tomorrow which illustrate the charms of this city
and surrounding countryside and which is illustrated with local artists’ paintings and photographs
 Organising a number of Festival events, notably a Concert at St John’s Chapel in June for which we owe
thanks to Joanna Emerson and her Quillet Quartet and also to Chichester composer Neil Sands for his piece
Tolling Bells, Rolling Hills – specially commissioned by an anonymous well-wisher for the Society’s 40th
birthday
 Being selected for the Waitrose Community Matters Green Token scheme at the Chichester store
 Concluding with a celebratory lunch at Chichester College’s Goodwood Restaurant on 18 October.
Secondly, the Society continues to take an interest in all aspects of planning and development:
 Planning applications are monitored throughout the year with reviews at every monthly meeting of your
Committee. For this we are indebted to research and advice by John Pavitt. For the year to September 2013
decisions were taken on 151 applications of which 36 were objected to in writing.
 The year has been especially significant as the Draft Local Plan has been published for consultation. The
Registered Charity No. 268055
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Society’s responses included a four-page Briefing for ChiSoc Members and this was followed up with a four
-page Local Plan Briefing for CDC Councillors: a copy was sent by mail to each councillor.
Thirdly, the Society has continued to work with other organisations and groups, in particular:
 The District Council whose planning team has helpfully clarified policies and procedures when requested
 CRAG, the Chi Residents Association Group with whom the Society jointly published the Local Plan briefing for CDC Members last July
 Transition Chichester who offered space at their September Green Fair, an opportunity to promote the Society that is much appreciated.
In conclusion, it’s been an exceptionally busy 12 months since the last AGM!

Treasurer’s Report for 2012-2013

David Wilson

SUBSCRIPTION INCREASE By now you will have had a separate notice of this. New rates are overleaf.
Income
 Subscription income has decreased owing to the end of the
progressive phasing in of income from a number of life memberships. This was offset by a collection of £316 under the
Waitrose Community Matters scheme.
 A sales programme has achieved better advertising income
 The £400 in 2012 was a grant from WSCC for a survey of the
work needed to restore the murals in the Westgate Fields underpass. The Society contributed another £200 to this to make
up the total needed, and this appears in 2013 under Professional Services. Recording the income in one year but expenditure
in another, as required by Charity Commission rules, has distorted the end-of-year surplus and deficit.
Expenditure
 Of individual events related to the 40th anniversary, the talk on
Family History made £53, the concert £101 and the Chalkstones walk £67. These profits were offset by the cost of commemorative trees and plaque in Jubilee Park of £236.
 Of other events, the November concert made a loss of £124,
the Record Office visit made a profit of £40, viewing at RollsRoyce was cost-neutral, and replacing the Sloe Fair’s tree cost
£33 (though it now appears to have died!)
 Membership of the Historic Towns Forum has been discontinued, as it was felt that minimal benefit was being gained. The
society is still a member of the Federation of Sussex Amenity
Societies.
 The increase in cost of the newsletter is not as dramatic as appears, as the September 2011 Newsletter happened to be paid
for in the previous financial year. The actual cost of the four
issues September 2011 - June 2012 was in fact £3125, not
£2570, again artificially increasing last year’s surplus.
 The advance stock of postage stamps bought before the last
price increase but one has now been exhausted
Membership
At August 31st 2013, there were 530 annual members in 384
households and 231 life members in 170 households. The corresponding figures for 2012 are 540 (in 387) and 249 (in 183).
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ACCOUNTS FOR YEAR ENDING 31/8/13
This is an abbreviated summary of accounts. The
full version was approved at the AGM, and a copy
can be obtained on application to the editor, address on back page.
Receipts and Payments Account
INCOME
2013
Functions and Events
40th anniversary
850
Other
1140
Total Functions & Events 1990

2012

Gift Aid on Subs
Interest
Newsletter advts
Subscriptions

523
23
765
3412

612
20
346
3964

Total Income

6713

6319

400
977
1377

EXPENSES
Meetings
482
Functions & Events
40th anniversary
865
Other
1257
Total Functions & Events 2122

0
1168
1168

Insurance
Local Plan Response
Newsletter costs
Office expenses
Professional services
Publications
Subs to outside bodies

190
202
3314
190
646
907
50

190
0
2570
196
0
120
120

Total Expenses

8103

4784

Net Inc/Exp

469

Deficit 1390 Surplus 1535
Assets and Liabilities

Cash at bank
RBS Current A/C
CAF Deposit A/C
Total cash at bank

2108
13183
15291

2449
13159
15609

Stock of postage stamps

10

1081

15301

16690

Total Assets
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Chairman: Richard Childs
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Redman, Bill Sharp, Grace Taylor and John
Wichers
MEMBERSHIP
Single Membership: £8 by Standing Order;
£11 by cheque. Under-18s: £4
Joint Membership (double): £12 by Standing
Order; £15 by cheque
Corporate membership: £100 (one-off)
Life Membership (60 and over):
£120 single; £160 joint
Applications for membership and annual
subscriptions to the Membership Secretary, 1
St Martin’s Square, Chichester PO19 1NW
T: 778976 E: John@Wichers.plus.com
Editor: David Wilson; Editorial Committee:
Richard Childs, Anthony Quail, Bill Sharp,
John Templeton, John Wichers

WHY NOT GIVE YOUR
FRIENDS A CHICHESTER
SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP
FOR CHRISTMAS?
SEE INSERT FOR DETAILS!
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