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Spring is arriving at West Dean Gardens.  Photo: WDG  
Turn to pages 6 & 7 which report a 28 year restoration saga
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SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 2019

A message from Membership 
Secretary Danielle Charbonneau:

Have you paid your subs for 2019?

Most members pay by standing 
order, but a few prefer payment 
by cheque. If you have yet 
to arrange payment, would 
you send your cheque to The 
Treasurer at 1 Theatre Lane, 
Chichester PO19 1SR.  
Thank you.

Prefer this Newsletter by email? 
Tell the Membership Secretary: 
see back page

A YEAR OF ANNIVERSARIES
The beginning of the year often prompts me to see what notable 
anniversaries we will be marking in the coming months. As always 
there are some very significant events to celebrate. What first caught 
my eye was the 50th anniversary of the first manned landing on the 
Moon. It is the bicentenary of the birth of Queen Victoria and the 250th 
anniversary of the birth of Napoleon. It is 500 years since the death of 
Leonardo da Vinci. There are however several local anniversaries of 
note which we are marking in the pages of this month’s Newsletter.

It is 70 years since the town planner Thomas Sharp produced 
Georgian City, his development plan for Chichester that had been 
commissioned by the City Council. The plan still has relevance today 
and is notable for his proposed bridge over the railway at Southgate 
- an issue very much of current contention. Our centre page spread 
features an RAF aerial photograph of the city taken in 1959. Alan 
Green notes the changes that have occurred in the ensuing 60 years, 
especially the loss of open fields and the destruction of Somerstown. 
How much more will be lost in the coming years? While not an 
anniversary as such, it should not go without comment that this is the 
200th edition of the Newsletter. From a simple A4 sheet first published 
in 1973, the Newsletter has progressed over the years to today’s full 
colour magazine. To mark the occasion, extracts from earlier editions 
are included in these pages.

We hope you enjoy the following pages and always appreciate your 
feedback and comments.

Richard Childs, Executive Committee
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WILL YOU HELP THE FRIENDS OF CENTURION WAY?
Friends of Centurion Way Chairman Ian Bartle explains
The Centurion Way is a shared use path that has been open for more than 20 years. In that time thousands of 
people have enjoyed the easy access it provides to the countryside north of Chichester. It is also widely used 
by pedestrians, cyclists and people with limited mobility for commuting to work and for recreation.

Whitehouse Farm threats

The Friends of Centurion Way feel it’s important to record the numbers of current users because the southern 
section of this path may be altered by the Whitehouse Farm (WHF) development. A diversion of the path next to 
Bishop Luffa School is being planned, which is why the Friends want to demonstrate the detrimental effect this 
diversion would have, affecting a considerable number of people.

The WHF Planning Application was approved 
partly on the grounds that it would encourage 
sustainable transport modes such as 
walking or cycling as a means of linking 
the development to the surrounding area. 
Centurion Way can go a long way towards 
facilitating this. However, in order to establish 
whether this requirement is being achieved, 
the current use of the path needs to be 
monitored to establish a base line against 
which future use can be measured.

There’s an automated cycle counter located 
near the bridge at Hunters Race operated by 
West Sussex County Council. This instrument 
records an average of 80 bikes a day going 
past that point during the winter months, 
compared with around 145 in the summer. 
Unfortunately, other users of the path are not 
recorded. The Friends also compiled very 

ROMAN WEEK THIS YEAR WILL BE 27 MAY TO 1 JUNE
The Novium Museum’s Amanda 
Rogan on what to expect
Every year, at May half term, the Novium Museum organises 
Roman Week, a District-wide festival celebrating the Roman 
Heritage of Chichester District. The aim of Roman Week is 
to engage more people with the fascinating Roman heritage 
that surrounds us and to highlight the incredible history and 
archaeology that is available to see throughout this area. 
Since its inception in 2016, the festival has grown year on 
year, with more events taking place and a greater variety of 
activities happening throughout the Chichester District. 

Plans are well underway for Roman Week 2019 and the 
programme will be the biggest and best yet. We are 
working with cultural organisations throughout the District, 
including Bignor Roman Villa and Fishbourne Roman Palace to develop a wide-ranging programme of 
events that has something to offer everyone. Throughout the week, the Novium Museum will be running 
a range of activities including talks, tours and family events. The highlight will be a Roman re-enactment 
taking place at Priory Park on Tuesday 28 May. Don’t miss this opportunity to see history come to life!

For more information on Roman Week visit http://www.thenovium.org/romanweek 

There will be a similar Roman enactment at Priory Park 
on Tuesday 28 May.                  Photo: The Novium Museum

Centurion Way next to Bishop Luffa School. Since this picture was taken, the 
decorative arch has been moved to WSCC’s depot at Drayton for repair.
Photo: John Grimshaw
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PEARL GOODMAN 1920 - 2018
John Templeton remembers a vivacious personality
Pearl Goodman, wife of our Founder David Goodman, died on 26 October 
aged 98. As Pearl Turner she was a true Cicestrian born and bred, but 
then had a short but distinguished career nationwide as a singer and 
actress before marrying David, an artist and RAF officer who was based at 
Westhampnett aerodrome, in 1944. They brought up their three daughters, 
Julia, Caroline and Diana, in Franklin Place and later moved to Halnaker.

Pearl was a life member and lifelong supporter of the Chichester Society 
which David founded in 1973, and she read our newsletters cover to 
cover for the rest of her life. She recorded her memories of growing up in 
Somerstown (much of which was regrettably demolished in the 1960’s) in two evocative books, A String of 
Pearl’s: Somerstown with love and other stories in 1991 and More Pearl’s: From Adolescence to Adulthood in 
2000, both available from Kims Bookshop in South Street. When well into her nineties, Pearl took up painting 
and held an exhibition at the Oxmarket gallery in April 2017 of over twenty colourful acrylics which sold 
quickly. She described them as ‘pop art and painting in old age.’ 

Pearl died peacefully at Cowes, leaving 3 daughters, 8 grandchildren, and 10 great grandchildren. At a 
packed celebration of Pearl’s life, family and friends gathered to mourn her passing and to remember a 
warm and vivacious personality who had touched so many lives.

useful data just over a year ago when volunteers 
surveyed all users near Bishop Luffa School and 
the rail footbridge. We believe this section of the 
path is also very well used and carries a great 
many people, including Bishop Luffa pupils.

Monitoring is vital

We think it’s vital to have specific data for at least 
one or two years on the total number of users 
along this southern stretch of Centurion Way. 
We’ve investigated the cost of installing radio 
beam trackers to give 24/7 coverage of the path. 
This suggests the full cost of installing two such 
counters would be about £5,000. However, we 
think a first step would be to set up a temporary 
monitoring station where costs are much lower at 
only £600 per counter or £1,200 for two. 

Finance

We’ve asked the County Council for grant-aid to 
fund this purchase but our application was turned 
down. This is why The Friends of Centurion Way 
has launched a campaign to raise the money 
and install additional counters. We are asking 
the help of Chichester’s residents and Friends of 
Centurion Way supporters. If, reading this, you 
would like to make a donation to the project we 
ask that you send it to the Friends of Centurion 
Way Lloyds bank account at Sort Code 30-96-26, 
Account No. 37087460, quoting ‘Counter Fund’ as 
the reference. Centurion Way’s future depends 
on the help of everyone.
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FROM WW2 RAF FIGHTER STATION TO CIVILIAN AIRFIELD 

Goodwood Aerodrome’s Dave Ford is enthusiastic about the future
Goodwood Aerodrome is most famous for its role as an RAF Fighter Station during the Second World War, 
under the banner of RAF Westhampnett. However, life since opening its runways again in 1958 has been as a 
civilian licenced airfield. Now 60 years young, it has grown into a vibrant and crucial airport for the aviation 
community. Recent investments have complemented the already well-equipped airfield allowing us an 
optimistic future 

Scrambling Spitfires at Westhampnett 1942 
Picture: with kind permission of Joyce Smith and the Lugg family (WSRO, PH 20624).

An Aerodrome Reborn

During the majority of these years little 
maintenance was done to sustain the runway 
surfaces so a significant project was undertaken, 
breaking ground on the 9th January 2017, 
to regenerate the grass runway surfaces. 
This overhaul, designed by the same people 
responsible for the technical aspects of Heathrow’s 
third runway, leaves us with perfectly flat and very 
well drained runway surfaces. We now have a 
far more stable and safer surface for aircraft to 
operate from, essentially breathing fresh life into 
the airfield for decades to come. 

The Jewel in the Crown

Opening this spring will be the brand-new 
Aerodrome Building - home to the Goodwood 
Flying School. Created and built with typical 
panache, this building’s design and finish has 
received meticulous attention from the Duke of 
Richmond himself. It will be open to the public 
who can enjoy amazing views of the airfield at 
ground level, and also from the elevation of the roof 
viewing deck. With the Aerodrome Café, a lounge 
area, meeting spaces, bespoke flight planning 

room and operations desk the Aerodrome Building 
naturally becomes the central focus for everyone 
coming to Goodwood Airfield.

Learning to fly at Goodwood

Goodwood’s Flying School celebrated its 50th 
Anniversary last year. It’s very well-known, 
prestigious even, in aviation circles. We are 
consistently producing pilots who are either en 
route to a career in flying, or following a craving for 
the freedom achieved by taking to the skies. It’s a 

Harvard Warbird over Goodwood.  Photo: Goodwood Flying School
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common misconception that learning to fly is only 
for the rich and famous, when in fact it is far more 
accessible and attainable than many realise. This 
is why the Aerodrome is equipped with a fleet of 
Cessna 172s used largely for teaching. Students 
have achieved their first solo flight from as early as 
their sixteenth birthday.

But we also have a growing fleet of vintage aircraft 
for flight experiences. These iconic planes include 
the stunning Harvard Warbird, through to the 
newest addition to the fleet, the beautiful Boeing 
Stearman bi-plane. As with the majority of our 
flight experiences, the Stearman bi-plane allows a 
passenger to take control once in the air. Uniquely, 
it’s an open cockpit aircraft which gives the 
passenger an exhilarating sense of flying within the 
elements as the original pioneers would have done.

Goodwood Aero Club

One of the key aspects of our aviation business 
is the Goodwood Aero Club. It was established in 
2005 and now has about 450 members. The Club 
has become the very fabric that binds together all of 
our aviation activities which includes an ambitious 
programme of events each year. This helps ensure 
Goodwood’s deeply-rooted values are respected 
and acknowledged, while gently weaving 21st century 
aviation culture throughout all we do. The Goodwood 
Aero Club is a nice community to be part of.

What does the future hold? 

Aviation at Goodwood, as with the previous 
60 years, will continue to be built around two 
core elements. Firstly, it’s primarily a home for 

recreational flying with a welcoming environment 
for anybody who wants to be part of it. Goodwood 
Airfield on a busy day, at all times of the year, has a 
special atmosphere, even for those who only come 
to watch rather than actively fly! 

Second, it serves the purpose as a key gateway 
to those visiting the estate and the Chichester 
area. Often used by business visitors or guests to 
Goodwood events, the airfield provides a unique 
and convenient means of transport. Hence it’s 
possible to charter helicopter flights. But, for the 
future, we are planning to charter fixed wing 
aircraft that will take passengers from Goodwood 
to destinations across Europe.

With such an exciting future ahead, it is no surprise 
Goodwood Aerodrome is such a significant part of 
Chichester’s community. It’s our ambition that more 
and more of Chichester’s residents come and enjoy 
it with us! 

Boeing Stearman landing at Goodwood                    Photo: GFS

Goodwood’s Cessna 172 training aircraft 
over the Downs. Photo: Mike Caldwell
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WEST DEAN - A HORTICULTURAL LOVE AFFAIR
Jim Buckland recounts a memorable 28-year garden restoration 
There have been gardens at West Dean for as long as there has been a house there - for centuries. 
Nevertheless what the visitor sees today is a contemporary garden created within a fundamentally nineteenth 
century framework, a place very much of the present but deeply rooted in its past. Like all country house 
gardens West Dean has over the years been through the familiar cycle of energetic expansion, quiet 
consolidation and slow decline; this has closely reflected its owner’s enthusiasms, energy levels and bank 
balance. The 20th century was a slow fade from a peak of Edwardian opulence through to a gentle horticultural 
shabby-chic by the 1980’s. 

The Great Storm

Everything was brought to a crashing conclusion by 
the climatic Gotterdammerung that was the Great 
Storm of 1987. It left West Dean’s tree collection 
decimated and the gardens reduced to a war zone. 
Undoubtedly this was the nadir of the gardens’ 
fortunes but was also the stimulus to its renaissance. 
Confronted with a devastated landscape, the 
trustees commissioned landscape architects 
Elizabeth Banks Associates to produce reports on 
the gardens’ four main components: walled garden 
and glasshouses; ornamental grounds; St Roches 
arboretum; and the landscape park. This analysis 
proved an exceptionally useful tool for the future 
development of the gardens when I commenced as 
Garden Manager in April 1991. 

To arrive at West Dean at that juncture was to strike 
horticultural gold. A combination of circumstances 
meant that there was a commitment to change on 
the part of the Trustees, a willingness and a capacity 
to fund such change but, as yet, no defined idea of 
what that change might be or what its ultimate  

goal might look like. What I brought to the table 
was twenty years of experience of professional 
gardening and my wife Sarah Wain, who is a 
talented horticulturist in her own right. We were set 
to begin a reawakening of the sleeping beauty that 
were the gardens.

Hasten slowly

The first step was to negotiate a year’s ‘breathing 
space’ to enable us to really know and understand 
the task before us before we would submit any 
concrete proposals regarding the gardens’ future 
development. Tim Heymann, the land agent at 
the time of our arrival, had a frequently employed 
saying, ‘Hasten slowly’. As a naturally impatient 
person I often found this difficult to embrace but 
when you are wrestling with a listed designed 
landscape of 100 acres, and one of the principal 
components - trees - take decades to mature, it 
suddenly makes complete sense. However, whilst 
hastening slowly on the vision thing we were not idle 
on the ground.

Greenhouses before restoration: this illustrates the challenges facing the gardening team                                          Photo: Jim Buckland
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Getting the basics right

Even before our arrival the trustees 
had decided to close the garden 
centre which had occupied the 
largest component of the walled 
garden for the previous decade. 
Implementing this, and then clearing 
the site to give us a blank sheet on 
which to write a new chapter in the 
gardens story, occupied much of 
the team’s energy for the first year. 
Meanwhile out in the grounds we 
implemented a strict programme 
of regular mowing and edging and 
were immediately complimented on 
the vast improvement in the gardens 
appearance! Get the basics right 
and the rest will follow is always my 
pearl of advice for aspiring Head 
Gardeners!

The masterplan

Our Masterplan was finally presented to the Trustees, 
based on four fundamental premises. 

	The gardens to be cost neutral to the Foundation 
by significantly increasing visitors to West Dean, 
hence the creation of a dedicated gardens 
entrance and visitor centre

	Redevelopment and maintenance (excluding 
major capital works) should be financially 
sustainable, based on the current budget allowing 
for inflation

	Create a contemporary garden within the existing 
historic framework that reflects a commitment to 
horticultural excellence and presentation

	Undertake this programme using our in-house 
gardens and buildings teams, supported and 
resourced accordingly. 

Thus began 28 years of sustained, incremental 
endeavour whose outcome is a byword for craft 
gardening that is known internationally.

Go west

We started in the far east of the site with the 
development of a new gardens entrance in the 
historic Home Farm area. Then, heading westward, 
we redeveloped the walled garden and its 
magnificent Victorian glasshouses as a revitalised 
contemporary kitchen garden; rebuilt the Peto 
pergola and sunken garden; progressively re-
energised and replanted the rest of the grounds, 
reaching a conclusion by restructuring all the 
water features and their attendant planting; and 
not forgetting the 50 acre St Roches arboretum to 
the south. In all, an achievement that’s involved 
herculean effort on the part of our excellent gardens 
team in all its permutations over the last 28 years. 

Lessons for 28 years
What have the last 28 years taught me? Principally 
what a great privilege it has been to live and work in 
one of the most beautiful places in the British Isles 
and how fortunate we’ve been to have had an all-
consuming job, endlessly fascinating and deeply 
rewarding. But the first and foremost lesson has been 
to ‘always seize the time’. We’ve written about this 28-
year saga in At West Dean, see details below, and are 
rather proud of it!
………………………………………………..
West Dean Gardens restoration is published as At 
West Dean - The making of an exemplary garden 
by Jim Buckland and Sarah Wain, photography by 
Andrea Jones, White Lion Publishing.

The Apple Store border at West Dean’s walled garden                    Photo: Jim Buckland

Jim Buckland and Sarah Wain proudly display their book 
documenting a 28-year restoration journey   Photo: Sue Hingston
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CHISOC’S NEWSLETTER HAS 
REACHED ITS 200TH EDITION!
It’s taken 45 years to reach this milestone. 
The first Newsletter was not numbered 1 but was a simple 
single typed A4 news-sheet produced in November 1973 
immediately after the Society was founded. Three further 
sheets followed in quick succession numbered Newsletters 
2, 3 and 4 in ChiSoc’s early campaigning days. From issues 
5 to 43 they were A4 paper folded to 4 pages of A5, which 
gradually increased to 8 pages. They were produced in 
March, June, September and December.

Changing to colour

In 1982 it was decided to expand to the larger A4 sheet which 
has remained the page size to this day. The last black & white 
newsletter, no 155, with 16 pages was published in December 
2007. A member suggested that we should consider producing 
newsletters in colour because modern technology had greatly 
reduced the cost of colour reproduction. This was agreed, and 
we went into colour with a 16 page issue - No 156 - in March 2008. 
From then up to this day we have limited the size to 20 pages (but 
up to 24 on two occasions) as there is a considerable increase in 
the postage rate above 20. 

We hope members enjoy reading their Newsletters and the 
editorial team enjoy producing them! There is never a shortage 
of topics or subject matter. We always welcome feedback and 
suggestions for future articles. We have used this celebration as 
an opportunity to remember a very few of the articles and news 
snippets to appear in the Newsletter over the years. 

FROM PREVIOUS 
NEWSLETTERS  
1982 No 45

SIR PATRICK MOORE ON 
CHICHESTER 

I am not sure that I am the right 
person to write about Chichester, 
because I go there so seldom these 
days. The reasons are twofold: 
(a) the weird and wonderful traffic 
system, and (b) the bad train service.

Dealing with (b) first, let me say at 
once that I gave up using trains 
regularly about three strikes ago, 
and now drive to London. But if I do 
go by train, I use Barnham Station 
rather than Chichester. It is a better 
service (though still mediocre); but if 
one gets to Chichester Station a few 
minutes before the train is due out, 
one is confronted by a long queue 
of people waiting to buy tickets 
- and only one man serving. It 
doesn’t seem to occur to the station 
officials that it would be better to 
have several men on ticket-selling 
duty at times of the rush hour. There 
are always various people loafing 
around in the background, but 
trying to put them on selling tickets 
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is a lost cause. Neither have I ever been able to 
locate the stationmaster to see if he would take 
a hand. I may have been just unlucky, of course, 
but I don’t propose to try again!

So far as the one-way system is concerned, it is 
surely obvious that it must have been worked out 
by a committee. I remember the time one could 
drive out of the Avenue de Chartres and turn 
right to get on the Selsey road. Nowadays there 
is a curious kind of looping motion which seldom 
fails to produce a traffic block. I can’t fathom the 
other facets of the one-way system, so when I 
want to do some shopping outside Selsey I now 
go to Bognor rather than Chichester.

Please do not think that I am merely carping. I 
like Chichester as a city. It could be a beautiful 
place, and aesthetically it has few superiors 
along the South Coast. I am not a person to 
judge whether or not it is well run by its local 
officials; I feel that what I have called the TP (Twit 
Percentage), which is very high in most local 
councils, may also apply to Chichester, but I am 
too far afield to tell.

But one more thing. People who are elderly, and 
find walking difficult, are totally defeated when 
they try to reach the city centre, because of 
the pedestrian precinct - possibly a good idea 
basically, but not well worked out here. To help 
things along, the council has given in to greed 
and wiped out most of the free car parks. A pity: 
but that, I suppose, is in accord with the spirit of 
1982! 

1984 No 51

ON THE A27 HAVANT TO CHICHESTER 

At the public inquiry into these trunk road 
proposals the main objection by the Chichester 
Society concerned the inevitable increase of 
traffic from this road into Western Chichester. 
The monstrous roundabout proposed for the 
Eastern end of this new road would have been an 
environmental disaster. The Society suggested 
various alternative ways of treating this junction 
and stressed the need for a North-South bypass 
to the West of Chichester. 

1990 No 85 

KUBLA CAN’T 

In Westgate Fields did CDC
A stately carpark pile decree
Where Lavant’s sacred waters ran
Through caverns measureless to man
Down to a poisoned sea.
So twice five miles of fertile ground
With walls and towers were girdled round:
And architects with visions vague were filled
Of pilgrim mot’rists who would drive from far
To worship in these concrete caves they’d build
A great cathedral dedicated to the car!
But O! those secret streams through gravel 
oozing!
Locals had warned, but expert heads were 
tossed, 
Yet winter brought a sight not of their choosing,
A basement lake, most hideous and confusing
To builder wailing for his profits lost!
And from this lake with ceaseless pumping 
making, 
(As the Lavant sweet revenge was taking)
The invading water was constantly forced…
North of the site, by traffic flow divorced, 
The Lavant had through countless ages run,
E’er roads devoured the fields or Waitrose was 
begun;
This leafy scene had always been by planners 
praised,
Their abject change of tune left citizens amazed.
They caged the river in a concrete prison
While over this they reared a monstrous pile
Of orange bricks the prospect to defile.
At this outrageous ramp much anger has arisen,
And mid the tumult Council heard from near
A tolling Bell that said ‘the Audit’s here’!
(With apologies to Coleridge)
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AN AERIAL A TO Z OF 
CHICHESTER IN 1959
Understanding how this city 
has changed over 60 years 
To help ‘read’ this aerial view we’ve selected 26 
landmarks present in 1959, but since then some have 
ceased to exist and are indicated with an asterisk. 
Others that you may expect to discover weren’t built for 
decades. How many landmarks can you recognise?

A. Canal Basin

B. Westgate Fields*

C. Oaklands Park

D. Priory Park

E. Railway line to Midhurst

F. A27 Chichester bypass

G. Bishop Otter College

H. The Cathedral

I. Chichester High School for Boys

J. Chichester High School for Girls*

K. Chichester Cattle Market*

L. Central Junior Boys School  
(now the New Park Centre)

M. Royal West Sussex Hospital  
(now Forbes House)

N. Somerstown (east side)*

O. Gas works*

P. Wingard’s factory* 

Q. Bus garage

R. Parklands Green

S. St Richard’s Hospital

T. County Hall

U. Rowe’s Garage* 

V. Sloe Fair Field * 

W. Brewery Field

X. East Broyle Farm* 

Y. Little Breech Farm*

Z. Whitehouse Farm

Image: John Templeton,  
using RAF aerial photos 
taken in 1959
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Turn over for Alan Green’s commentary
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SIX DECADES OF CHANGE 
ACROSS CHICHESTER
One Cicestrian to witness the city’s 
changes is author and historian 
Alan Green 
This 1959 aerial photograph provides a telling snapshot of the city 
as it was 60 years ago and is very nostalgic for me as it shews the 
Chichester of my boyhood. As a (true) Cicestrian I have observed 
closely the changes that have occurred over those 60 years and 
will point out just a few features that can be seen in the view.

Open Spaces
Most striking from the first glance is the vast open 
expanse of Westgate Fields B  which at the time 
were the city’s watermeadows, stretching  down 
to the harbour intersected only by the railway and 
the A27. For a boy growing up in Chichester in 
the 1950s and 60s, Westgate Fields was a lotus 
land: a busy shunting yard to be observed from 
the long footbridge, the River Lavant and its many 
tributaries, copious mud and many dogs. Loss of the 
fields began in 1962 with the building of Chichester 
College, followed  in 1964 by the ring road (Avenue 
de Chartres) which cut across from Southgate to 
Westgate,  then a car park (later to be redeveloped 
as multi-storey) and a rapid expansion of the 
college, all of which completely filled the area north 
of the railway. South of the railway the Terminus 
Road Industrial Estate was to spread westwards to 
occupy the fields down to the A27 F  .

More lost open land can be seen to the north of 
the photograph. In 1959 East Broyle Farm X  had 
just been sold for a private housing development. 
Starting in 1961, 412 houses were progressively 
built on the site known as the East Broyle Estate. 
Just below that was Little Breech Farm Y  which 
was also to be developed for housing from 1967, 

this time by the City Council to provide affordable 
homes.
The other expanse of open ground is Oaklands 
Park C  where a notable absence from the photo 
is the Festival Theatre.  Leslie Evershed-Martin had 
had his brainwave in 1959  but construction was not 
to start until 1961, bringing the one major change 
that surely no-one would dispute as having been 
for the better. The theatre apart, Oaklands Park has 
miraculously escaped the attentions of developers
Infrastructure
It is noticeable how the westward expansion of the 
city had been arrested by the Midhurst railway line  
E  . Although it had lost its passenger services 

in 1935, a stump of the line still served Lavant, 
conveying sugar beet. When this traffic ceased the 
line served new gravel workings near Brandy Hole 
Lane whence trains took the mineral to Drayton, 
thus obviating heavy lorry movements through 
the city. When this in turn ceased in 1991, the line 
was turned into a cycleway/footpath known, by 
dint of someone’s baffling logic, as Centurion 
Way. The Romans did many things for Chichester 
but railways were not amongst them! Staying 
with transport, Southdown’s bus operations had 
transferred in 1956 from West Street to a purpose 
built bus station in Southgate.  The adjacent, and 
brand new, bus garage Q  has a thin shell, pre-
stressed concrete roof whose clear span was 
ground breaking for its era. Although locally listed, 
its future is now under threat from the Southern 
Gateway Development Plan.
In Stockbridge Road is the gasworks O  . This had 
stopped producing coal gas in 1958 when gas was 
piped up from Portsmouth, The south end of the 
site was redeveloped as the GPO sorting office 
in 1964 but the gasholders were to remain in use 
until the arrival of North Sea Gas in 1970. The north 
end of the site would eventually be redeveloped by 
McCarthy and Stone as Brampton Court.

Alan Green in 1959 when a pupil at Central 
Junior Boys School   Photo: author’s collection

Westgate Fields before the College and new road were built. 
Can you see the cows grazing?           Photo: author’s collection
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Schools, Ancient, Modern and Revised
In New Park Road can be seen what is now the New 
Park Centre L  with whose facilities most readers will 
be familiar. In 1959 however, it was still the Central 
Junior Boys’ School where I numbered amongst its 
pupils. The school was to move to Orchard Street 
in 1964 after which the site was earmarked for 
redevelopment. Fortunately it was to be saved by a 
vigorous campaign to convert it into a community 
centre - a victory for democracy! In 1962 I moved on 
to Chichester High School for Boys I  in Kingsham 
Road. In the photograph its extensive playing fields 
can be seen, but the eastern end of them have long 
since been developed for housing (Herald Drive) 
and most of the outlying school buildings have since 
been demolished.  The remaining buildings were 
abandoned in 2014. They still exist, but only just as 
they are boarded up awaiting their fate: Chichester 
High School for Boys was to cease to be just two 
years later. 

Chichester High School for Girls was then in 
Stockbridge Road J  . After it had amalgamated 
with the Lancastrian Girls’ School in 1971 it 
progressively moved to newer premises in 
Kingsham and the Stockbridge site was abandoned. 
Chichester Gate was built on its playing field in 2003 
and recently the main school building was converted 
into student flats. 

Industry and Infirmary

Almost opposite the Boys’ High in Kingsham Road 
was Wingard’s factory P  . Wingard made seatbelts 
and other automotive products and were a major 
employer in Chichester. They were taken over by 
Britax who eventually relocated after which the site 
was converted into housing.

Chichester still had two main hospitals in 1959; 
The Royal West Sussex M  in Broyle Road and St 
Richard’s S  off Spitalfield Lane. Both were relatively 
small so the two gradually amalgamated at St 
Richard’s which was to expand exponentially into the 
current hospital. The ‘Royal West’ (as it was known 
locally) was converted into apartments named 
Forbes Place after one of its founders. There was 
also the separate Isolation Hospital on the south side 
of Spitalfield Lane [not indicated] but that closed in 
the 1960s. I can claim to have been an inmate of all 
three!

The Cattle Market K  was still very active in 1959 
with cattle arriving by train, being grazed overnight 
in Westgate Fields and then driven to market on the 
hoof. The photo shews the site covered with sheds 
and pens all of which were to be swept away in 1990 
when the market closed and was converted into - yes 
- another car park. 

Destruction
Also seen still standing is the east side of 
Somerstown N  This late Georgian development of 
artisan housing, had been condemned in 1958 as 
slums by Chichester City Council – a controversial 
action challenged in the national press by Sir 
Lawrence Olivier no less. Protest fell on deaf ears 
though and all was swept away in 1964. The site lay 
empty for 10 years before redevelopment took place 
but, whilst the new housing estate perpetuated the 
name Somerstown, it was a very poor substitute 
for what had been lost. Mercifully the west side of 
Somerstown was to be spared, its erstwhile ‘slums’ 
now being considered highly desirable residences.
There was also to be destruction of many Georgian 
buildings in Southgate and Westgate in order to 
accommodate the ends of the aforementioned ring 
road, and this took place in 1963-65. 
On the other side of Broyle Road is the Sloe Fair Field  
V  taking its name from the eponymous fair that had 

taken place annually by Royal Charter since 1107. 
The field was tarmacked over to form a new car 
park in 1961 which deprived the fair of  much of its 
charm. It invariably rained on 20 October resulting in 
the field becoming a quagmire making squelching 
through the mud an added attraction. 
Envoi
Much of the change over the last 60 years has been 
inevitable in order to provide for an ever expanding 
population, but some, such as the wanton destruction 
of the east side of Somerstown and the obliteration of 
the water meadows, is difficult to forgive. One would 
like to think that such would not happen today… 
The same aerial view in 2079 will shew Whitehouse 
Farm Z  developed with its 1,600 houses - but what 
else besides one wonders? I for one will not be here 
to see it!

 
Alan Green is chairman of Chichester Conservation 
Area Advisory Committee and the author of several 
books on the city’s history

The Festival Theatre under construction in 1961 
Photo: author’s collection.
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WE REMEMBER A LANDMARK CITY PLAN 70 YEARS ON

Georgian City was published in 1949 and remains pertinent 
to Chichester today: John Templeton explains why. 
Georgian City was a concise bombshell of only 54 pages when published in 1949. The report 
proposed a master plan for Chichester that continues to be relevant in 2019 and which we reproduce 
opposite at a smaller scale. It was the first town plan for Chichester since the Romans laid out the 
basic network of two intersecting streets surrounded by a city wall. The City Council commissioned 
planning consultant Thomas Sharp to produce ‘a Plan for the Preservation and Improvement of 
Chichester: an outline development plan and report having particular relation to the historical 
and architectural character of the city and to areas where bad layout and obsolete development 
exists.’ Under the Town & Country Planning Act 1947, the city’s statutory planning powers were to be 
transferred to West Sussex County Council; although the County soon delegated them back to the 
City Council, while retaining powers for strategic planning and highways.

A compact city

In our March 2014 newsletter we printed 
Sharp’s opening chapter describing in detail 
the unique character of Chichester which was 
the best remaining example of a small English 
cathedral city. He recommended it should 
remain compact with a maximum population 
of 20,000 and not extend beyond the bypass or 
the branch railway line (now Centurion Way) 
to the west; and that a northern bypass should 
divide the city from Summersdale with a green 
wedge between the two.

Inner ring roads

Sharp’s proposals for the city centre, 
ominously titled City of Chichester Central 
Area Redevelopment are of considerable 
interest. He strongly opposed the County 
Council’s unbelievable wish for piecemeal 
widening of the main streets; and instead 
proposed a dual carriageway ring road 
just outside the city walls to keep through 
traffic out of the city centre. This would 
follow existing streets but controversially 
require demolition of Georgian and Victorian 
terraced houses in Orchard Street and 
Franklin Place. Between Westgate and 
Southgate the ring road would cut across 
Westgate Fields. Many of his proposals 
were taken forward by the County Council 
in their first Chichester Town Map, the highly 
controversial Westgate Fields road being 
the first; and later built large gyratories 
at three of the four gateways rather than 
roundabouts. Most of the terraced properties 
in Orchard Street and Franklin Place were 
saved due to public opposition. 

New rail bridge

A key element of Sharp’s proposals was 
a bridge over the railway leading to an 
impressive Southgate Square, but this never 
took place so the problems of congestion 
caused by the retention of the two level 
crossings continue with us today. He 
identified the need for a bus station close 
to the railway station; and also small car 
parks within the city centre and larger ones 
just outside the ring road, which gradually 
materialised. His idea for a northern bypass 
between Fishbourne and Westhampnett 
would have eased traffic pressures on the 
ring road at Northgate: the route was from 
Fishbourne along the line of Newlands Lane 
to Norwich Road and south of Graylingwell. It 
was never implemented.

Controversial clearance

But his proposals for slum clearance were 
taken up by the City Council, notably the 
entire Georgian suburb of Somerstown, and 
the Chapel Street-Crane Street quadrant 
in the city centre. However, phase 2 of the 
Somerstown clearances was abandoned due 
to the public outcry. Take a look at the 1959 
aerial photograph on the centre pages; one 
can sense that little development took place 
in or around the city centre between 1949 
and 1959 although the bus station and depot 
were built in 1956 and the Parklands suburb 
expanded. 

Georgian City can be viewed at the County 
Record Office in Orchard Street

Central Area Proposals: new buildings are shown in red.  
From Georgian City: a plan for Chichester, February 1949  

Digital map source: British Library, published under licence ref No 8288.bb.27
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AIR POLLUTION v AIR QUALITY IN CHICHESTER
Vincent Porter introduces a growing civic issue, the quality 
of air we breathe
Let’s begin with a startling fact: Chichester District is today contributing more per person to climate 
change than both Worthing and Hastings combined, due to pollution from road transport and 
construction equipment. On average each resident in Chichester District contributed 6.8 tonnes of 
carbon emissions per year, compared with 3.3 tonnes in Worthing and 2.8 tonnes in Hastings. Time 
therefore to sit up and take notice, because many of us living in Chichester will be at risk in the 
future. That this is a national problem became clear in January when the Government announced 
that two-thirds of our country’s population live in high-risk areas. According to the Government 
department DEFRA, elderly people, young children and those at risk from life-long health effects 
like asthma are all in danger.

Clear air policies

These are complex matters, but understanding the 
policy background is a reasonable place to begin. 
We had successive Clean Air Acts in 1956, 1963 
and 1993; and last year Secretary of State Michael 
Gove introduced a DEFRA strategy paper, which is 
designed to create a stronger and more coherent 
framework for action to tackle air pollution. He 
aims, by 2025, progressively to cut public exposure 
to particulate matter pollution as suggested by 
the World Health Organisation. He also promised 
by the end of 2018 to provide guidance for local 
authorities explaining how, through the planning 
system, the cumulative impacts of nitrogen 
deposition should be mitigated and assessed. 

Five key polluters 

If this reads like a chemistry lesson, my apologies 
but it’s necessary information to protect our health. 
The five principal air polluters are ammonia, 
nitrogen oxides, sulphur dioxide, non-volatile 
organic compounds, and primary particulate 
matter. Very briefly, the main sources for these 
nasty substances are agriculture, road transport, 
industrial processes, household cleaning and 
personal care products, and domestic solid fuel.

Councils can help

Polluted air is obviously no respecter of legislative 
boundaries, but we have to look to our own local 
authorities to develop a strategy to ward off 
increased air pollution. This demands a joined-
up response from all three councils in this area: 
West Sussex County Council, Chichester District 
Council, and the City Council. They need to exhort 
local firms and organisations to amend and 
improve their business plans; and to persuade 
all of us - as citizens - to replace our solid fuel 
domestic heaters; but also to only buy non-polluting 
household cleaning and personal care products.

An integrated road strategy

What Chichester - the District as well as the city 
- needs above all is a road transport strategy 
designed to encourage everyone to travel by cycle 
or on foot, and to persuade this city’s parents that it 
is safe to send their children to school on their own. 

It is only by doing this that our local authorities will 
be able to obtain outside funding to ameliorate 
one of the principal sources of air pollution. Maybe 
you should ask all the candidates in May’s local 
elections how they plan to reduce Chichester’s air 
pollution?

Orchard Street is one of Chichester’s busiest roads with poor 
air quality as a result.                                         Photo: Alan Carn
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CHICHESTER’S LOCAL PLAN IS BEING UPDATED 
The District Council consulted on its Local Plan Review over an 8-week period 
ending 7 February: Christopher Mead-Briggs outlines the Society’s stance.
Due to Central Government policy, the supply and amount of new housing dominates thinking. The outcome 
has been a substantial rise in the Council’s target for new dwellings across the District compared to the 
original Local Plan adopted in 2015. Over the 15 year life of the revised Local Plan it’s expected that the new 
homes target will rise by two thirds from 7,388 to 12,350. That is a great deal of new housing to be squeezed 
into a narrow belt between the Harbour and the National Park.

The Society’s first reaction was to oppose this big 
increase. But we have since learned that because 
Chichester adopted its Local Plan in 2015 we are 
permitted a lower annual average output of new 
housing. Nevertheless, it’s estimated Chichester 
will see over 3,700 new homes in and adjoining the 
city with another 1,300 at Tangmere. In addition 
to the large sites (aka ‘strategic development 
locations’) in the 2015 Plan at Whitehouse Farm, 
Westhampnett and Shopwyke, have been added 
others to the east of Chichester and to the south 
of the A27 between Apuldram and Donnington, 
as well as within the City itself at the Southern 
Gateway. 
New road proposals
With such an increase in new housing, 
improvements to the A27 are essential. There are 
proposals to upgrade all 6 junctions along the 
Chichester Bypass together with 13 junctions on 
other roads as well. Government policy will not allow 
Chichester’s rejection of the Highways England 
A27 scheme to delay meeting increased housing 
targets much as we would all wish this to be the 
case. The cost of the road works is to be met partly 
by Government funds and the rest by developer 
contributions via the Community Infrastructure Levy 
(CIL). Readers interested in these proposals may 
wish to see the report by Peter Brett Associates on 
the Society’s website: look for Recent Posts at the 
right and scroll to Draft Local Plan Review and 
Transport Study December 22, 2018

Welcome additions
The new plan follows the previous 2015 plan in 
almost all its policies apart from housing targets 
and road proposals, but there are some welcome 
additions. Policy S13 includes the protection of 
views of the cathedral. A new policy, S20, has 
been included on design, aimed at enhancing 
the character of new buildings whilst respecting 
the surrounding area. There is a new policy on 
transport and accessibility, S 23: this promotes 
the Stockbridge Link Road between Fishbourne 
roundabout and Birdham Road. We have 
supported all these changes.
Missed opportunities
The Society is disappointed that the new Plan, as 
recorded by Policy AL5 - Southern Gateway, makes 
no provision for a bridge or underpass to allow the 
removal of level crossings on Stockbridge Road 
and Basin Road; we have objected to this omission. 
We also think the new Plan should reserve 
(safeguard) land to allow future provision of 
important strategic facilities. We suggest, first, the 
expansion of Chichester Station from 2 to 4 tracks 
and platforms to enable a faster train service 
(the Rail user group want to see this); second, to 
reserve land close to the A27 for a future park-and-
ride service; and, third, provision of a consolidation 
centre for deliveries to city retail units. 

Chichester’s updated Local Plan has no proposals to solve 
the level crossing holdups at Stockbridge and Basin Roads: a 
failure of imagination and nerve? 
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SHOULD THE 
ICE RINK BE 
REPEATED 
THIS 
CHRISTMAS?
Priory Park’s ice rink 
for the 2018 Christmas 
and New Year Season 
had its supporters and 
detractors; but the 
consensus appears to 
be that it’s a good idea, 
is popular with skaters, 
but shouldn’t be located 
at Priory Park. What do 
readers think?

Photo: John Wichers

JEAN SYMONS 1928 – 2018
Andrew Bain and Cedric Mitchell 
pay tribute to a fellow architect
Jean Symons had a long association with Chichester and 
the region. She was brought up in Petersfield, educated 
at Bedales School, lived at Upwaltham during the War 
and thereafter studied at the Architectural Association 
in London. Determined to learn how buildings were 
constructed, she eschewed the studio for experience at the 
Royal Festival Hall site in 1949; her professional logbook of 
that time was commemorated in the RFH’s 60th anniversary 
celebrations. 

Early in her adult life Jean had TB, and it was at the 
Swiss sanatorium that she met Cecil who became her 
husband and who set up a practice in London’s Harley 
Street. Following Cecil’s premature death Jean took on 
the management of her husband’s unique collection of medical artefacts, now permanently exhibited at the 
Royal College of Physicians; in 2011 Jean was elected a Hon FRCP for her work with the collection. 

Subsequently, Jean’s architectural work specialised in design for the disabled, and she was appointed 
Director of the Centre on Environment for the Handicapped. But Jean’s life had an international aspect as 
well and in 1987 she joined the Franco British Union of Architects, becoming its treasurer from 2001 to 2007, 
and President in 2004. It was at this time that Jean hosted a successful reunion in Chichester attended by 
80 FBUA members. Living in Chichester, Jean’s interests were directed to the Chichester Conservation Area 
Advisory Committee and the Chichester Society. She had forthright opinions and ruffled feathers. Latterly 
she bore her frailty with stoicism ironically resisting applying for a blue badge.

Jean died peacefully in her sleep on 28 October 2018. She refused to have an attended funeral but instead 
arranged for a party and celebration of her life at the Weald and Downland Museum’s Gridshell building: it 
was very successful and enjoyed by a great many friends from far and near. 

A young Jean Symons on site at the Festival Hall in 1949
Photo source: Jean Symons.
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THE CHICHESTER CITY BAND HAS COME HOME!
Jim Hurdwell on the Members’ relief at having a rehearsal base in Chichester
2018 was quite a year for Chichester City Band but perhaps the most significant event was on 30 October 
when we returned to the City after some 6 years of exile at various venues in Bognor Regis. Jon Barnett, 
General Manager at the Goodwood Motor Circuit, very kindly offered to help us after learning - in the pages 
of this Newsletter - about our long search for a suitable venue in Chichester.

Arriving at Super Shell

Subsequent discussions with Jon and the Motor Circuit’s magnificent 
generosity enabled us to move into our splendid new home, the historic 
Super Shell Building. This provides ample space to accommodate 
everyone under one roof and has acoustics and facilities which are 
ideally suited to our needs. It is easily accessible with ample parking 
and also sufficiently remote from local residences to ensure, we hope, 
that our public and contest performances are of the highest achievable 
standard. We are planning a photo shoot on the nearby race track 
when it gets warmer and lighter and, of course, when the track isn’t 
being used for its intended purpose! 
Chichester City Band provides a very rewarding pastime for nearly 
50 men, women and children of all ages who are very much enjoying 
this wonderful facility. Under our umbrella there are three groups 
comprising the main (adult) band, a training band and a beginners’ 
group. Each one is led by an accomplished conductor/trainer. 

Regular rehearsals 

We presently rehearse on two evenings a week. On Tuesdays 
from 8.00pm until 10.00pm when our ‘Contest’ band prepares for 
competitions including the Regional qualifying round of the National 
Brass Band Championships. (Contesting rules permit us to use only 25 
brass players plus percussion for such events). We qualified last year 
to represent London & the Southern Counties in the National Finals for 
the first time since 2000. We are hoping for more successes this year! 

On Thursdays everyone is involved across the evening in three 
separate sessions.
	6.30 - 7.00 pm, the beginners’ band - those wanting to start playing 

brass band instruments
	7.00 - 8.00 pm, the training band - to develop skills and, hopefully, 

join the adult band in the future; many of these players are students 
of Chichester Free School

	8.00 - 10.00 pm, the adult Band including non-contesting players. 

Over 120 years of history 

Chichester City Band was founded 
in 1897 after the City Council 
recognised the need for a band 
to play live music at events in 
the City and its surrounding 
area. Our first instruments were 
purchased with a loan of £60 from 
local coal merchant, Mr Robert 
Bottrill and the members had to 
work very hard to repay a sum 
which pales into insignificance 
nowadays. Today this would 
barely be enough to buy even a 
basic mouthpiece for our smallest 
instrument, the Soprano Cornet. 
Indeed, a new brass band would 
cost many thousands of pounds to 
form.

The Band continues to play at 
fetes, shows and concerts around 
Chichester. We’re very proud to 
provide music and hymns for 
the City’s Annual Remembrance 
Sunday commemoration. Last 
year we entertained guests at 
Major Tim Peake’s Freedom 
of the City ceremony at the 
Festival Theatre; and also played 
at the Priory Park Centenary 
celebrations. Quite a schedule!

For enquiries about the 
Band visit their website 
chichestercityband.co.uk; or email 
chichestercityband@gmail.com; 
or follow them on Facebook and 
Twitter. 

Alan Rodger leads the Chichester 
City Band’s rehearsal in January at 
Goodwood’s Super Shell Building. 
These twice weekly sessions, 
combined with dedicated individual 
home practice, contribute greatly to 
success in public and competition 
performances.

Photo: Jim Hurdwell
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HELP 
THE 

SOCIETY’S 
FUTURE!

Remembering 
the Chichester 
Society when 

arranging 
bequests will 
help continue 

this City’s civic 
traditions.
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or access the 
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#Festival2019
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