
ISSUE NUMBER 197 - JUNE 2018

THE CHICHESTER SOCIETY

NEWSLETTER

Registered Charity No 268055

IN THIS ISSUE
1 Comment:  
 Street Art or Graffiti

2 Priory Park at 100

3 Dennis Rushworth

 Chichester City Band:  
 a clarification

 Farewell… and welcome

4  Chichester and the  
 Bernstein centenary

6 What’s in a name?

7 Save our shops!

8  Chichester Harbour Trust

10 Big Picture: Chichester  
 coast from Space

12 A Downs walk to Bignor Hill 

14 Chichester’s brownfield  
 sites and housing

16 Centurion Way is at a  
 crossroads

18 Chichester’s centre of  
 cool delights 

20  Support our advertisers!

WILL YOU BE A POSTIE 
FOR THE NEWSLETTER?

ChiSoc is always looking 
out for members to help with 
the hand-delivery of this 
quarterly publication. 

At present our ‘Posties’ 
distribute to 300 addresses in 
and around Chichester. 
Will you join us? 

If interested please email 
John Wichers at  
john@wichers.plus.com

STREET ART OR GRAFFITI?
Is it like that spread that you put on your breakfast toast – love it, or hate 
it? Regardless of the answer to that question, I think there are other 
issues which need to be addressed:
How do these projects come about, and who decides where the 
designs should go?
• Can anyone with a spray can or paint brush place something  

on a wall?
• Is there any form of control?
More questions than answers, and here are some more:
• Is formal planning permission required?
• Is permission required of the owners or occupiers of buildings?
• Are these installations time-limited?
If the answers are no, or don’t know, I suggest these installations are 
graffiti. If this is the case then ‘street art’ can appear anywhere: for 
example on the Market Cross, the Cathedral, the Festival Theatre and 
even on your house or office building. Graffiti in various forms survives 
from earliest times and informs world knowledge. Is Chichester’s 
recent street art – or graffiti – of the same ilk? I suggest not. Some is 
well executed; other designs, in my opinion, are awful. Some have been 
removed; others remain.
There is a case for wall painting and sign-writing from a heritage 
perspective, for example, Bartholomew’s Warehouse in Northgate, 
because this lettering describes the nature of the business and is wholly 
appropriate.
I should like to know the position of the City Council and the District 
Council on these matters. This is a city with a significant number of 
listed buildings. What is their policy? 

Trevor Redman, Executive Committee

Chichester Cathedral under wraps 
Photo: John Wichers
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PRIORY PARK IS CHICHESTER’S VILLAGE GREEN
Richard Plowman on celebrating the Park’s centenary 

On 30th September 1918, the 7th Duke of Richmond and Gordon generously gave Priory Park to the people of 
Chichester for their leisure and as a perpetual memorial to the fallen in the First World War. In this centennial 
year the Friends of Priory Park have planned many events to commemorate the gift, honour the history of the 
Park and celebrate its enviable reputation as Chichester’s ‘Village Green’. The high-point will be Anniversary 
Week from Saturday 22 to Sunday 30 September. Below is a summary of events so far and those we’ve 
planned, but watch in the press and media for details to be confirmed.

• 24 April: talk - Romans, Roundheads and the Rolling 
Stones

• 16 May: City Council’s annual Mayor Making 
ceremony at the Guildhall for the first time in 184 
years 

• 17 July onwards: excavating Roman remains 
beneath the Park under the leadership of 
Chichester District Council’s archaeologist James 
Kenny. 

ANNIVERSARY WEEK IN SEPTEMBER:

• Sport will feature prominently throughout the week 
with bowls, hockey and a match between Sussex 
County Cricket Club and the Duke of Richmond’s XI.

• Saturday 22 - Chichester Day, when many of the 
city’s organisations come together for a ‘Hands 
around the Park’, unveiling of a large poppy display 
and a parachute jump which will echo earlier Gala 
celebrations. 

• Tuesday 25 - Astronomy in the Park 

• Wednesday 26 and Thursday 27 - The Hawkhurst 
Gang, a play by Greg Mosse premièred at the 
Guildhall - where the smugglers’ trial took place in 
1749.

• Thursday 27 - 100 years of Rolls-Royce cars: a 
fantastic parade. 

• Friday 28 - a huge Teddy Bears Picnic! 

• Sunday 30 (the precise anniversary),a drum-head 
service to commemorate those who fell in the First 
World War; carrier-pigeon release and the transfer 
of Evensong from the Cathedral for a special 
blessing service in the Guildhall, reflecting its 
origins as the chapel of the Grey Friars. 

Plans for the longer-term to mark the centennial 
include the restoration of the plaque next to the 
main gates; a fully-illustrated book about the Park, 
written by local historian Alan Green illustrated by 
award-winning photographer Benjamin Graham. 
Film-maker Clive Hand is documenting the year’s 
activities, chosen to capture the Park’s rich history. 
The hope is that this film will encourage people of 
all ages and interests through Priory Park’s gates to 
discover what a precious asset we have at the heart 
of our community.

Richard Plowman chairs the Friends of Priory Park Centenary 
Committee

Priory Park across the decades: a green oasis for all generations 
to relax.     Photo: Benjamin Graham
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CHICHESTER CITY BAND  
– A CLARIFICATION 
Last March’s City Band story was 
misleading: Acting Band Chair 
Andrea Cifelli explains
We’d like to correct the inaccurate statement suggesting 
Chichester’s Business Improvement District (BID) team 
prevented the City Band from performing near the 
Christmas Market last year. 

In fact the BID team lobbied the market operator on our 
behalf, and then introduced us to Council contacts to 
discuss the matter further - and find a nearby location 
where we continued to perform. 

Many thanks to the BID team for their support:  
it’s appreciated!

FAREWELL  
AND WELCOME
Cedric Mitchell 
congratulates the District 
Council’s dedicated 
conservation team
Following restructuring of Chichester District 
Council’s planning service, the Council’s 
two long-serving Historic Building Advisers, 
Dr Ian Wightman and Heather Hall, have 
left the Council to work in the private sector. 
The Chichester Society and the Chichester 
Conservation Area Advisory Committee 
(CCAAC) wish to place on record their thanks to 
Ian and Heather for their untiring work protecting 
historic buildings throughout Chichester 
District and in particular within the Chichester 
Conservation Area. To this must be added 
their commitment and energy to reviewing the 
City’s Conservation Area and its consequent 
expansion.

We also warmly welcome Anna-Marie Pagano, 
the District Council’s newly appointed Head 
of Conservation and Design. Anna-Marie has 
extensive experience in conservation and design 
with English Heritage, and planning authorities 
in London, Berkshire and most recently in 
Guildford.

Cedric Mitchell is a member of ChiSoc’s Executive 
Committee and the CCAAC.

DENNIS RUSHWORTH

John Templeton pays tribute 
Dennis 
Rushworth, an 
active member 
of both the 
Chichester 
Society and 
the Chichester 
Conservation 
Area Advisory 
Committee, died 
in January aged 
91. He served 
as ChiSoc’s 
Chairman in 

1991/2 and for many years led the Society’s 
examination of planning applications. 

Before retiring to Chichester in 1986, Dennis had 
a distinguished career as a land surveyor with 
the Ordnance Survey, Directorate of Overseas 
Surveys and the Royal Engineers - where he was 
Director of mapping and charting. It was a career 
that took Dennis to many countries because 
his expertise in settling international boundary 
disputes was recognised and in demand in South 
America and the Middle East.

We remember him as pleasant, positive and 
cheery. The Society records its thanks to Dennis 
and we extend our sympathies to his son and 
grandchildren for their loss.
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CHICHESTER AND THE BERNSTEIN CENTENARY
Edward Milward-Oliver and Emma-Jane Wyatt, organizers 
of the ‘Bernstein in Chichester’ festival, tell us about the 
festival and the Chichester Psalms. 
‘No other city can possibly match what you are doing this year’ said Marin Alsop, the 
distinguished American conductor and former protégée of Leonard Bernstein, in a video 
screened at the March launch of this festival which celebrates Chichester’s close ties with the 
composer of West Side Story and Chichester Psalms in his centennial year. Alsop will conduct 
the Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra in a sold-out performance of the Chichester Psalms in the 
Cathedral in November.

Centenary events across the world 

‘In Chichester I heard angels sing,’ wrote Bernstein in The New York Times in October 1965. He and his 
family had visited the city three months earlier to attend the first performance - in Chichester Cathedral - of 
Chichester Psalms. The work was commissioned by Dean Walter Hussey for that year’s Southern Cathedrals 
Festival. It lasts some 19 minutes and is today one of the most frequently performed pieces in the 20th-
century choral repertoire. The centenary is being marked with more than 2,500 events across six continents. 
To celebrate the city’s connection, the Bernstein in Chichester festival brings together some 18 events 
during the year including concerts, ballet, workshops, revues, jazz, talks, film shows, exhibitions and a 
reunion or two that unite Chichester with London, New York, San Francisco, Paris, Berlin, Vienna, Tokyo and 
other major centres in a global remembrance of one of music’s towering figures.

Walter Hussey and the 
commission

Walter Hussey, Dean of Chichester 
between 1955 and 1977, is today 
recognised as the Church of 
England’s most significant patron 
of contemporary arts in the last 
century. As Hussey’s biographer, 
Peter Webster, explained: 

Though music was perhaps 
Hussey’s first love, visitors to the 
cathedral can see commissions from 
John Piper, Graham Sutherland and 
also Marc Chagall, and his own 
collection of painting and sculpture 
was the basis of the collection at 
Pallant House Gallery.

Lord (Kenneth) Clark, a Hussey 
ally from early on, described 
him as an ‘aesthete, impresario 
and indomitable persuader’. It 
was this persistence and sheer 
self-confidence which led him to 
approach Leonard Bernstein on the 
basis of an earlier brief meeting 
in New York arranged by a mutual 
acquaintance, Bernstein’s doctor, 
Chuck Solomon. 

A year or so later, when discussing 
ideas for the next Southern 
Cathedrals Festival to be held in Leonard Bernstein and Walter Hussey in the Deanery garden summer 1965
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Chichester, Hussey mentioned his slender association with 
Bernstein to John Birch, then organist and choirmaster, who 
was keen to get someone to write a work in a popular style and 
jumped at the idea. In December 1963 Hussey wrote to Bernstein 
who replied that he was having a year’s sabbatical leave from 
the New York Philharmonic and would try to think of something 
suitable. Hussey heard nothing further and wrote in August 1964 
to ask how things were progressing. 

An anxious wait

Nigel Simeone, editor of The Leonard Bernstein Letters, recounts that when Hussey, anxious for news, wrote 
again three days before Christmas 1964, his timing was perfect. Bernstein’s work on a new musical based 
on Thornton Wilder’s The Skin of Our Teeth had just come crashing to an ignominious standstill, with the 
collaborators squabbling. Never one to waste good material, Bernstein saw the opportunity to rework parts 
of The Skin of Our Teeth for Hussey’s commission and in February 1965 promised to deliver by early April a 
working score, with selected verses from the Psalms in Hebrew. As Simeone explains, Bernstein’s choice of 
Hebrew was not only appropriate for a Jewish composer but also expedient, since the flexibility of Hebrew 
vowels and syllables made it ideally adaptable to the music he was to reuse. This music also included a 
central section of the second movement that had started life as ‘Mix!’, an ensemble number cut from West 
Side Story.

The first performance

Leonard Bernstein conducted the first performance 
of Chichester Psalms at a concert with the New York 
Philharmonic and a mixed choir on 15 July 1965. Two 
weeks later, he and his family came to Chichester for 
what he described as the real première which took place 
on 31 July with an all-male choir, as originally intended, 
conducted by John Birch. Hussey hosted Bernstein and 
his wife Felicia at the Deanery while their children, Jamie 
and Alexander, stayed with the Elwes family at West 
Stoke. The Elwes children, Richard and Henrietta, were 
of a similar age, and Richard still owns the Bechstein 
piano on which Bernstein entertained the family during 
the stay. Just before their departure from London, six 
days later, Leonard Bernstein wrote to Hussey that ‘I shall 
carry sweet memories of Chichester for a long time.’ 
Alexander Bernstein returns to Chichester in November 
for the Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra’s concert with 
Marin Alsop. It is one of the many events in the Bernstein 
in Chichester festival which we hope will prove great 
departure points for anyone wanting to learn more about 
this remarkable man and his music. As organisers, we 
are indebted to the enthusiasm, generosity and support 
of organisations and individuals across the community, 
and to the participating artists and speakers keen to 
honour his legacy.  The festival provides an opportunity 
to reaffirm the role of music in this city’s life, supporting 
the great work already being done to inspire the next 
generation’s passion for the arts.

Signed copy of the score of the Chichester Psalms, 1970

Photo: by kind permission of West Sussex Record Office/
Hussey Archive

Marin Alsop                                 Photo: Grant Leighton
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WHAT’S IN A NAME?  
WE CONSIDER OVING

Richard Childs on unusual 
Sussex place names
What’s in a name? Is it roving in Oving, moving to Oving 
or loving in Oving? (anon). One of the mysteries about 
place names is just how to pronounce them correctly. 
Oving on Chichester’s is a good example. When I first 
arrived in Chichester I was told it was pronounced with 
a double ‘o’ as in ‘moving’. I’ve also heard it pronounced 
with a long ‘o’ as in ‘roving’. Less frequently I’ve heard it 
pronounced with a short ‘o’ as in ‘hovering’.

The first known documentary evidence referring to the 
existence of Oving is in an Anglo-Saxon charter dated 
956 AD: it’s a grant of lands in Oving and neighbourhood 
from King Eadwy to the Bishop of Selsey. Oving is referred 
to as Vuinges, although it is not actually named in the 
original charter but is referred to in a later endorsement of it.

The suffix ‘ing’ at the end of a 
place name is Anglo- Saxon 
and means ‘the people of’. In 
the case of Oving this probably 
derives from a person called 
Ufe, that is, the people of Ufe. 
Or the name may identify the 
area as territory of the Ufingas 
tribe. During the medieval 
period Oving was variously 
spelled Huvinges, Ovynghe, 
Ouvinge and Ooving. By 13th 
century the name becomes 
more familiar as Ouvinge. 
The manor of Oving does not 
appear in Domesday Book 
being subsumed within the 
larger manor of Aldingbourne.

There is actually more than one 
Oving in England. The village of 
Oving in Buckinghamshire lies 
about six miles from Aylesbury, 
not far from Waddesdon. So 
which pronunciation do you 
prefer? Oving to rhyme with 
roving,  
or moving or loving?  
Take your pick!

The present parish church of St 
Andrew was built in the 13th century. 
Until the latter part of the 19th century 
the parish also included part of 
Rumboldswick in Chichester.

Today, Oving is probably best known by those  
who fancy a pint or a meal at the Gribble Inn.
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SAVE  
OUR  
SHOPS!

Colin Hicks, 
who chairs 
Chichester’s 
BID, invites 
readers to 
be ‘greeters’

We’ve all noticed how 
much UK High Streets 
are changing. Out 
has gone commodity 
shopping – music, 
greeting cards, 
holidays, off-licences, 
bookshops and pubs 
- and in have come the convenience stores, cafés, 
betting and charity shops, fast food outlets and 
restaurants. In 1950 there were 600,000 stores, by 
2012 there were 290,000. If you factor in the growing 
trend in home deliveries, this country could be 
down to only about 120,000 operating stores by 
2030. In 2007 there were 12 million people on our 
streets, today there are just nine.

Yet something else is being born out of this 
destruction: a genuine opportunity to up our game 
as a City. 

Modern-day internet-connected consumers of 
all ages are still out there shopping but they do 
it differently. They’ve become more demanding. 
They want and expect to be able to buy any 
time, anywhere. They want convenience, an 
easy experience and to visit a town when it suits 
them. Clever cities couple this trend to a growing 
entertainment offer, with fresh opportunities to 
discover new things. 

Innovation may be bringing about the demise of 
retailers unable to reinvent their business model 
yet we don’t have a lot of empty properties here. As 
one shuts another opens and Chichester has kept 
up to date with trends. We are well-positioned now 
not only as a shopping destination but with new 
opportunities to socialize, work, be entertained or 
for leisure.

Socialising has now become a “have to be there” 

opportunity, and both Chichester’s old and 
growing offer does just that. With our considerably 
enhanced leisure access - to fitness, health and 
beauty, well-being, personal care, culture, heritage 
and learning - cities like ours are now offering 
shopping as part of a much wider discovery 
experience.

Many citizens are concerned about the changes 
and at the BID we are working with those who 
would like to make a difference. There are several 
ways you could help:

• By continuing to shop in our streets: use the 
shops or lose them.

• The new shoppers want to “live like a local”. 
If you see someone looking a bit lost then why 
not greet them and let them into your secrets by 
showing them where your favourite things are?

• For small businesses, the current pace of 
change can make for lonely times. If you have 
some favourite places then why not make sure 
you give the staff feedback about why you like 
to visit their business? It will boost morale and 
may give them some ideas to further strengthen 
their offer.

We are aware of a growing number of citizen-led 
initiatives to save our shops, including on social 
media. If you have ideas and some spare time, feel 
free to contact me and I’ll tell you more:  
colin.hicks@chichesterbid.co.uk. Thank you.

Chichester’s city centre in festive mood                                                                           Photo: Chichester BID
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THE HARBOUR TRUST SAFEGUARDING OUR FUTURE
Nicky Horter on how this charity protects a priceless asset 
by land purchases
Last year, the Chichester Harbour Trust celebrated its 15th birthday – a great achievement 
for the conservation of this beautiful natural Harbour. The Trust is dedicated to the 
protection of Chichester Harbour Area of Outstanding National Beauty (AONB) through 
raising funds specifically to purchase land, safeguarding it in perpetuity. We believe that the 
best way to protect the Harbour for now and in the future is through direct ownership.

The Trust now owns 11 sites around the AONB, in 
total over 230 acres. These include the grazing 
marsh at Eames Farm on Thorney Island, and 
community woodland at Maybush Copse, in 
Chidham. Mostly recently, we were able to 
mobilise community support to purchase four 
acres of grazing land at Itchenor to protect it from 
inappropriate use.

We work in close partnership with Chichester 
Harbour Conservancy, the public body which is the 
Harbour Authority, and has overall responsibility 
for managing the AONB. By working together, we 
can make the best use of our joint resources and 
expertise. We are actively working together with the 
Conservancy to identify and pursue further land 
acquisitions within the AONB to extend our network 
of protected sites.

Crowd-funding model

The Trust provides a unique model for conserving 
protected landscapes; by raising funds through the 
local community (crowd-funding if you like), we are 
able to buy land that is under threat, particularly 
from development, or that would benefit from 
positive conservation management. We are an 
efficient charity with low running costs, and we can 
acquire land free of stamp duty, attracting gift aid 
on donations.

The need for the Chichester Harbour Trust has 
never been greater. A report published earlier this 
year by the Campaign to Protect Rural England 
(CPRE): Beauty Betrayed: How Reckless Housing 
Development Threatens England’s AONBs, found 
that protected landscapes are increasingly subject 

Sandy Point Lagoon: an 18-acre lagoon lies behind Sandy Point, near the Hayling Island Sailing Club.  
This fantastic intertidal habitat is of international importance for feeding wading birds and wildfowl.
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to major housing applications, both inside and 
along their boundaries. As the smallest AONB in 
the South East, this is certainly true for Chichester 
Harbour, with both Chichester District and Havant 
Borough Councils having to find ever greater 
housing allocations in their Local Plans. This 
places an additional pressure on the picturesque 
and tranquil environment of Chichester Harbour. 

A priceless asset

The Government’s recently launched 25-year 
environment plan could not come at a better time, 
and we feel we are in a great position to help 
take these aspirations forward, offering beautiful, 
naturally diverse areas for people to enjoy. Our MP 
Gillian Keegan has described Chichester Harbour 
as “a priceless asset to Chichester and the nation.” 
We couldn’t agree more, and are working hard to 
keep it this way.

As the Trust’s new Administrator I’ve succeeded 
James Davis, who retired last year after 15 
successful years growing and developing the 
Charity. Previously, I worked with Chichester 
Harbour Conservancy as Countryside Officer, and 
am able to continue the important job of helping to 
protect the Harbour. I am supported by a Board of 
Trustees, chaired by John Nelson, all local people. 
If, like me, you care greatly about Chichester 
Harbour, then please consider making a donation 
to the Trust, or leaving a legacy. Do get in touch, 
we’d love to hear from you.

Maybush Copse: 
a former derelict 
brick field and one 
time caravan site 
at Chidham, it has 
been transformed 
into a community 
woodland for 
local people to 
enjoy, with the 
planning of 4,500 
trees. The eight 
acre woodland 
is managed by 
Chichester Harbour 
Conservancy with 
the Maybush Copse 
Friends and hosts 
many community 
events throughout 
the year including 
the Big Picnic in 
June and Apple Day 
in September. 

Fishbourne Meadows: this nine-acre water meadow 
is a haven for wild flowers, including the Southern 
Marsh Orchid, butterflies and water voles, which 
thrive in the banks of the freshwater stream. The 
Meadows are managed by Chichester Harbour 
Conservancy and grazed every summer by a 
herd of cattle, to keep the scrub under control and 
encourage the diversity of flora.

Nicky Horter can be contacted at 
 admin@chichesterharbourtrust.org.uk  

or by visiting the Trust’s website at 
chichesterharbourtrust.co.uk
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Tim comments: ‘Portsmouth and Hayling Island are the two islands in the centre of the image. The 
colourful land mass jutting out into the sea at the right of the picture includes West Wittering on the 
coastline, and Chichester Harbour. Farther north-east going inland, you will see Chichester, my 
home city’.

A photograph cannot convey the speed of Space travel. In his book Tim Peake states the ISS travels 
at about 30,000 kilometres per hour: so orbiting over the Chichester to Portsmouth coast takes five 
seconds; New York is reached in about 10 minutes. Editor.

Photo: ESA/NASA 2016 in ‘Hello, is this planet Earth?’ by Tim Peake, published by Century in hardback at £20.00.

ASTRONAUT TIM PEAKE’S VIEW  
OF CHICHESTER AND ITS COAST 
Photographed by Tim from the  
International Space Station (ISS)  
orbiting 200+ miles up
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BIGNOR HILL & STANE STREET WITH THE No 99 BUS 
An 8 mile Downland walk to enjoy: David Wilson is our guide 
Service 99 takes you to and from this walk on the Downs, but as the service is ‘flexible’, the stops need to 
be booked in advance on 01903 264776. Suitable bus times from Chichester are 1045 and 1215, and from 
Eartham (approx.) 1510 and 1710. Distance about 8 miles; well-marked paths but can be muddy. The six-digit 
numbers stated here are map grid refs – see the Ordnance Survey orange map (Explorer) No 121 for Arundel 
& Pulborough.

Start from St Mary’s Farm aka the Goodwood 
turn on the A285 Petworth Road [939120] and walk 
north- east on a bridle path past the farm. After ¾ 
mile, at the top of the hill, look for a bridle path on 
the left which takes you northwards and out on to 
the open down. In ¼ mile there is a memorial to a 
USAAF Dakota C-47 transport plane which crashed 
here [950130] in fog on 11 Feb 1945 carrying freight 
from Paris to Grove, Berks. All 7 men on board 
were killed. Their names are on the memorial and 
the full story is at http://www.roll-of-honour.com/
Sussex/UpwalthamFourNations.html. There is a 
similar memorial to the crew of a Lancaster from 617 
squadron, RAF, where it crashed near to Upwaltham 
church [942169]: there is a plaque inside.

Superb views 

Returning south to the original track, continue 
eastwards out of the wood, then fork left along a 
grassy track by another wood, in ½ mile joining the 
South Downs Way where there is a superb view 
south to the Channel [965128]. A little further on you 
reach the car park at the top of Bignor Hill, with 
views now to north and east. To remind you that this 
is Stane Street, the signpost points to Noviomagus 
and Londinium! But the Celts were here too; there 

is a small barrow next to the post [974129] with 
orchids in the grass around it.

Noviomagus to Londinium 

Turn back heading south-west, on a track forking 
left of the way you came, and right when you get to 
a field. Here there is a handy bench for a picnic. 
Continue 300 yds and go through the smaller gate 
on the left [967126]. You are now following Stane 
Street (also marked Monarch’s Way on your OS 
map), the Roman Road to London, where it has 
one of the best-preserved ‘Aggers’. Roman roads 
were built on an agger, or causeway, which could 
be 4 feet high, 50 feet wide, and surfaced with local 
stone, but now a favourite with burrowing rabbits! 
Stane Street took a direct line from Chichester to 
the Roman station at Hardham (with a little bend to 
fit the scarp of the Downs) and then swung north on 
the line of the A29.

Follow the agger for ½ mile, then in the second dip, 
turn left and head south down the track through 
Gumber Farm (National Trust). After another ¼ 
mile turn right on to a footpath just inside the wood 
[963115] heading south-west and thence down 
the valley. The extensive tree-planting on the right 

is the National Trust’s 
re-afforestation project, 
the ‘Rise of Northwood’, 
returning farmland 
to the forest that was 
cut down for timber in 
WW1. For information 
see the National Trust’s 
website at https://www.
nationaltrust.org.uk/
slindon-estate/projects/
the-rise-of-northwood. At 
the track, go through the 
metal gate and through a 
deer-fenced area which 
is provided for natural 
regeneration, and takes 
you from map ref 955110 
to 953107.
Stane Street Roman road 
near Bignor Hill - the agger 
or foundations are very 
prominent. 
Photo: David Wilson
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The George at Eartham                         

At the other side of the fenced area, turn left 
on to a track, and then next right [955105]. At 
the top of a steep bit, turn left and continue 
climbing to Nore Hill. Turn right at the top of this 
pitch on a bridle path and follow its windings for 
½ mile. Just as you come out of the wood, there 
is a footpath on the right [949095; easy to miss!] 
which with a zig-zag left and right takes you ¾ 
mile to Eartham. Here you can sit in the garden 
of The George [939094] and refresh while you 
wait for the bus!

If you can’t use the bus, then park in the Stane 
Street car park north of Eartham [939107]. Go 
150yds east into the forest and turn left up a 
long straight ride to join the walk at St Marys 
Farm described above. Eartham Forest is open 
to the public. On the way back, keep straight on 
at the top of the ‘steep bit’ mentioned above.

A breath-taking view from Bignor Hill, looking north 
across the Weald.
Photo: David Wilson

This signpost at Bignor Hill reminds us of Chichester’s link 
with London in the Roman era. 
Photo: David Wilson
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HOW ‘BROWNFIELD’ SITES CAN 
HELP SOLVE OUR HOUSING CRISIS

Chichester’s record is good, argues John 
Templeton, but we can do better
Why the interest among Government policy makers about so-called 
‘brownfield land’? Because it may be the solution Britain needs 
to provide space for new homes - and that includes Chichester. 
Understanding the idea of ‘brownfield land’ is therefore important for 
all of us. Put concisely, it is land which was formerly developed but 
is now vacant because the original use has either ceased or moved 
elsewhere. It is not farmland. But it is an opportunity to build much-needed housing within an existing 
village, town or city where infrastructure (roads, sewers etc) is already in place, not least the provision 
of community facilities accessible on foot or by cycle.

A metal scrap yard and self-storage is useful but why in 
Whyke?

Typical environment in Quarry Lane:  
but isn’t new housing needed more?

Chi has a good record

Since the creation of Chichester District Council 
in 1974 as the local planning authority, much of 
the city’s new housing has in fact taken place on 
brownfield land. This has been possible thanks to 
large tracts of surplus hospital land at St Richard’s, 
Graylingwell, and the former Royal West Sussex 
Hospital, and surplus defence land at Roussillon 
Barracks; plus medium sized sites such as the 
former Shippams in East Street and infill sites as 
at Theatre Lane. However, the supply of brownfield 
land throughout the city is rapidly drying up, 
putting still more pressure on high quality farmland 
surrounding Chichester.

Registers of brownfield land 

Faced with the growing housing crisis, the 
Government wants to maximise the number of new 
homes built on brownfield land. It also wants 90% 

of suitable brownfield sites to have been granted 
planning permission for housing development by 
2020. To this end, all local planning authorities are 
now required (since 31 December 2017) to publish 
Registers of Brownfield Land with potential for 
housing development.

CDC’s Register can be viewed on the Council’s 
website. It includes surplus brownfield land such 
as the Bartholomews site on Bognor Road, Lower 
Graylingwell, and St Wilfrids Hospice, all of which 
already have planning permission for housing 
development. Also included are areas of surplus 
education and police land at Kingsham Avenue; 
and sites within the Northgate gyratory including 
Metro House, and the former WSCC tannery site 
on Westgate.

Since there are few sites remaining undeveloped 
within the city, the time has now come for CDC to 
work proactively in identifying potential brownfield 
sites, by which I mean sites which would be 
suitable for housing development if the present 
uses were moved to other locations - where they 
would in fact be better situated.

More brownfield opportunities

At the western end of Quarry Lane and Gravel 
Lane are a number of activities that have no need 
to be so close to Chichester’s city centre. They 
include a food distribution depot, car and van 
rentals, a coach garage, self-storage portacabins 
and a metal scrap yard! These uses would be 
better located closer to the A27 on brownfield land, 
for example the former Bognor Road fuel depot 
near the A27 roundabout; or landfill sites on former 
gravel pits in the Barnfield and Portfield areas 
because they are not suitable for housing owing to 
a history of land contamination.
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Another brownfield opportunity lies within the city 
centre - the Kwik Fit tyre and exhaust depot in St 
Pancras. Relocating Kwik Fit elsewhere would free 
up a site for development like a small shopping 
arcade with flats above. We already have Draper’s 
Yard and the new Hornet Alehouse micropub: it will 
take very little for this neighbourhood to become 
the city’s ‘Hornet Quarter’.

National planning policy

This year the Government is reviewing its National 
Planning Policy Framework, the NPPF, which is to 
give added emphasis for increased provision of 
new housing in Britain: ‘to plan the right houses 
in the right locations, building houses faster, and 
to ensure that more land is brought forward and 
permission granted for housing development 
as soon as possible.’ This is a real challenge for 
the District Council - and indeed all Planning 
Authorities - which is embarking on a review of the 
Chichester Local Plan. 

The reallocation of the western portion of Quarry 
Lane industrial estate from employment to 
residential use could act as the catalyst for the 
creation of a Master Plan. This framework would 
assist long-term site assembly and guide proactive 
negotiations between the Council, landowners 
and the local community to identify sites for 
development by housebuilders. The relocation of 
existing commercial uses would of course need to 
be assisted. 

A long-term plan to free-up land in Chichester’s 
south east for housing has considerable potential 
because the essential community infrastructure 
is already in place within a few minutes’ walk. 
For instance: the Muchos Nachos pub/restaurant, 
Rumboldswyke Primary School, St George’s 
Church and Hall, and the frequent No 51 bus 
service along Whyke road. 

Planning for the release of the several brownfield 
sites in Chichester’s south east would be a better 
option than waiting for yet more farmland to 
become available when CDC next issues its ‘Call 
for Sites’. Imagination, a master plan, and perhaps 
another 10 years could achieve these aspirations. 

Nice grass! But could this site be better used for new housing?                                          All photographs for this article by John Wichers

Light industrial uses in Gravel Lane but is this the right place?
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CENTURION WAY IS AT A CROSSROADS
Threatened by development it deserves our support  
says Ian Bartle
Centurion Way is a much-loved and well-used path for walkers and cyclists. It follows the track of the 
old railway line from Chichester to Midhurst and is sensitively landscaped with gradual gradients.  
This makes it equally useful for the less mobile on their scooters and young mums with their push 
chairs. It provides access to the countryside beyond and is a safe place to exercise for joggers and 
dog walkers with its wide verges providing a haven for wild life. At a recent Friends of Centurion Way 
event, one visually impaired person said he knew where he was on the path by which flowers he 
could smell or which bird song he recognised.
A Real Threat

However, the future of the path is threatened by 
a possible diversion at its southern end that goes 
around land to be handed to Bishop Luffa School. 
This is in compensation for a small strip of the 
school’s playing fields required by the developers 
of White House Farm for the Southern Access 
Route (SAR) to this new housing estate.

The Friends of Centurion Way is a Community 
Group set up by local Chichester residents with 
the prime objective of preserving and enhancing 
the way. It sees this likely diversion and abrupt 
southern end to the safe segregated path as a 
backward step. The proposed route could take 
users along a 700 meter detour on a narrow path 
with steeper inclines and sharp bends, making it 
unsuitable for cyclists and of no use whatsoever for 
local residents on their way to work or to the shops. 
However in consultation with John Grimshaw, the 
original designer and champion of the path, (see 
the March 2018 edition of this Newsletter), the 
Friends believe there is a better way forward.

The Way Forward

Using John Grimshaw’s expertise in designing cycle 
and walk ways, plans are being considered that 
would overcome the need for this diversion. By the 
provision of a bridge to carry the Centurion Way 
link at the railway bridge over the Southern Access 
Road, and with landscaping to incorporate gentle 
gradients and separate users of the path from the 
inevitable, increased traffic flow, Centurion Way 
could be developed to provide a ‘greenway’ into 
the city centre and links to the bus and rail stations. 
It could also help safeguard access for pupils to 
Bishop Luffa School, and a dedicated and secure 
link between the school and any additional playing 
fields can be provided by a wide passage crossing 
over Centurion Way. Such bolder design moves 
would be a major and sustainable step forward 
making Chichester a more pedestrian and cycle-
friendly city. For the new residents of White House 
Farm it would provide a traffic-free way into the city 
and a lung-filling path to Brandy Hole Copse and 
the beautiful countryside beyond. The South Downs 
National Park already recognises Centurion Way as 
an environmentally-friendly gateway to the Downs.

Raising Awareness

To make people aware of both the threat but also 
the real opportunities that exist, the Friends of 
Centurion Way have organised a number of well-
attended events for local residents. Even on a cold 
New Year’s Day, nearly 40 cyclists and walkers 
gathered to show their support, and at the end of 
January a Public Exhibition was held setting out our 
plans. These are contained in a comprehensive 
dossier now available on our web site www.
centurionway.org.uk. 
In February, as part of the South Downs National 
Park’s Dark Skies Festival, the lack of light 
pollution on the Way was celebrated with a night 
walk.  Support has been canvassed from the local 
community with ‘pop-up’ stalls serving coffee and 
cake, and a Valentine card entitled ‘Love Your 
Path’ was sent to Chris Grayling MP, the Transport 
Secretary.  The membership of the Friends now 
stands at over 500.
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Centurion Way at a Crossroads

Centurion Way is, indeed at a crossroads. Does it become just 
another narrow path slinking between the massed ranks of a new 
housing development, its narrow verge devoid of trees and flowers, 
or do we keep and progress what we have - a safe, verdant, colourful 
path leading into one of the country’s most beautiful cities. The new 
residents of White House Farm would see it as an enormous and 
environmentally beneficial community asset that would give them 
safe access to the city and also increase the value of their property. 
For Chichester it would increase its perception as one of the most 
desirable and sustainable places to live.

Future Plans

The Friends will continue to fight to keep an un-diverted Centurion 
Way as an asset for Chichester communities present and future. 
They will challenge the draft transport/cycling plans put forward by 
the developers of White House Farm which are low cost and of poor 
quality design. They will aim to work with Chichester District and West 
Sussex County Councils to ensure that John Grimshaw’s visionary 
design proposals are incorporated into the new plans for links 
between Centurion Way and White House Farm, with mutual benefits 
for the new residents and the city.

Image and map reproduced from ‘Centurion Way: Chichester to West 
Dean’ with permission of the South Downs National Park Authority. 
The full guide can be downloaded at  
www.southdowns.gov.uk/Centurion-Way

Centurion Way in summer           Photo: Peter Woods
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NOT ICE CREAM BUT GELATO! 

John Wichers takes readers to 
Chichester’s centre of cool delights 
Many of our readers will have noticed and some may have already 
tried the rather intriguing little shop that, 6 months ago, opened 
its doors to Chichester’s shoppers.   Centrally placed right by the 
Market Cross, it is despite its size, hard to miss.  The intriguing 
window display clearly demonstrates what is on offer. I am in luck: 
Margaret and Simon Bailey have agreed to show me around and 
talk about their venture. 

I start by asking what led them to open an ice-cream parlour: “Oh!  
Hang on”, says Simon, jovially correcting me; “Definitely not ice-
cream, Gelato is quite different; it has a lower fat and sugar content 
and is served not so cold (minus 13°c rather than ice-cream’s minus 
18°c). Crucial differences permit its flavours to be released more 
readily and so, more intensely.” I am impressed! How does he know 
all this and much more besides? 

University of Gelato at Bologna

Simon & Margaret had a mid-life change of 
direction; this is their story of a love affair with 
Gelato and the creation of a new business. Both 
recently retired after successful and demanding 
careers, they needed a break! By chance, whilst 
holidaying in the gastrocentric city of Bologna 
(both cheerfully admit to being unreformed foodies) 
Margaret re-discovered her love for Italian Gelato. 
To their mild astonishment they chanced upon 
Bologna’s very own University of Gelato run by 
Carpigiani, the locally-based manufacturers of 
gelato-making equipment.  On further investigation 
they learned that gelato-training courses are held 

several times year in English, with eager students 
coming from as far away as Australia. “So you 
enrolled?” I ask. “Yes, more out of curiosity and to 
do something quite different” they reply in unison, 
“We didn’t really know where it might lead.” Simon 
continues, “But when we got more involved and 
reached the advanced level, we began thinking 
seriously that with this newly-acquired knowledge, 
there could be a commercial future for us as 
Gelatieri!” But where? And how?

West Street, Chichester

Having been warned off a spacious retail site 
in North Street, a smaller but perfectly situated 

property became available – 
some may remember it as Moda 
in Pelle - but no better location 
could you find than this, with 
Italianate views over the Market 
Cross and the Cathedral.  

After initial nail-biting weeks 
spent gauging to the millimetre 
that the all-important machinery 
would squeeze into the basement, 
the Baileys decided to proceed 
- reassured by Carpigiani, the 
Italian manufacturers, who 
generously agreed not to charge 
them a penny if the equipment 
could not be installed. Happily, 
all was successfully shoe-horned 
in and by September the seating 
area upstairs was fitted out 
with the Italian furniture that 
had so impressed Margaret: 
“Comfortable and stylish, yet 
practical”. 

With Gelato, presentation and taste complement each other

A Bailey’s gelato, one of about  
18 flavours on offer
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Winter ‘Warmers’

Seeing that our chat took place on a bitterly cold 
day in March, with a dusting of snow on the ground, 
it seemed topical to ask the Baileys how the first few 
months had been commercially? Taking my point, 
Simon replied with a chuckle, “Did you know, the 
Scandinavians consume more ice-cream per capita 
than most anywhere else - we took some comfort 
from that! But seriously, seeing the enthusiasm 
with which our first batches of gelati were greeted 
by young and old alike, we are confident.” And 
Margaret adds, “Of course, we could see the winter 
months needing something else, so we introduced 
the Belgian (Liège) Waffle - this, along with our Hot 
Chocolate, proved enormously popular and has 
been elected by many as ‘Best in City’.”

The changing High Street

These are times of great transformation in the 
make-up of all High Streets and Chichester is by 
no means immune, as evidenced by the number 
of coffee shops springing up: “How do you view 
the competition?” I ask my hosts. The Baileys are 
clearly confident of their business model and 
Margaret is emphatic: “We offer a couple of things 
that are exceptional and cannot be claimed by 
pretty much any of the big chains. All that we make 
here is truly artisan, made from organic milk and 
cream supplied by Goodwood. Fruits are sourced 
seasonally and locally whenever possible. No 
artificial colourings, flavourings or preservatives 
are used. We can do this because we are truly 
independent, not even part of the smallest chain. 
These differences, we believe, are significant to our 
customers, especially to parents and grandparents 
looking to treat their youngsters.” “Furthermore,” 
Simon adds, “Where there is a squeeze on 
spending power, we can still offer an affordable 
taste of luxury in a stylish setting!”

Single-use plastic

These days no article about food outlets is 
considered complete without a mention of ‘single-
use plastic’; and so, to my final question: “What are 
your thoughts and, more importantly, your actions 
on this hot topic?” The Baileys’ business acumen 
is clearly sharp, and predictably, Simon rejoins, 
“Well, yes!  We’ve just received and are now 
using our first order of compostable spoons and 
straws.” Margaret adds, “and of course, our clear 
intention is to eliminate the use of plastics wherever 
possible.” 

“Now, what shall we have!” The Italian-effect roomy upstairs seating with view.

Simon Bailey, graduate of Bologna’s University of Gelato  
All photos by John Wichers
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ME AND 
MY GIRL

Caroline Quentin

Book & Lyrics by L Arthur Rose and Douglas Furber
Book revised by Stephen Fry with contributions by Mike Ockrent

Music by Noel Gay

Matt Lucas

#MeAndMyGirl

HELP 
GUARANTEE 

THE SOCIETY’S 
FUTURE!

By remembering the 
Chichester Society 

when arranging future 
bequests you’ll help 

continue this  
City’s civic traditions. 

Your gift will really 
make a difference! 

See below for contact 
information or access 

the Society’s  
website at  

chichestersociety 
.org.uk

PLAN A VISIT THIS SUMMER
Gentle cruising on Kingfisher or Richmond

Choice of: Fish and Chips Cruise 
Cream Tea Cruise

Daily sailings: 1015-1200 -1345 - 1500.
For details see our website

www.chichestercanal.org.uk
or phone : 01243 771363

CHICHESTER SHIP CANAL TRUST


