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To raise the spirits beyond these concerns there are articles about the plans for
the Oxmarket Gallery, a recounting of a day as a Cathedral doorkeeper and short
reports on the recent Festival events arranged by the Chichester Society.
There is also the return of ‘Chisores’ and the introduction of ‘Chilights’ providing examples of what are worst and best in our area. (Suggestions please for
future issues – and we can take the photos if needed). In one or other of these categories might be placed the ‘local plan’ (depending on one’s viewpoint!), an update on which is provided by our Chairman Richard Childs.
To complete this Newsletter there are profiles of myself and John Pavitt (who
also wrote the ’Letter to the Editor’), a new puzzle – this time a Sudoku – and
naming of the prize crossword winner.
Finally the ChiSoc officers would like to thank all
those involved in the enveloping, addressing and
hand delivery of the Newsletter. This greatly helps
preserve our funds for more vital projects.
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Bob Wiggins (Editor)
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AN HOUR IN THE LIFE OF A CATHEDRAL DOORKEEPER
As told by French Canadian, Danielle Charbonneau
I started being a Doorkeeper at Chichester Cathedral
about 3 years ago. I was coaxed into it by a charming
retired Chaplain living near me because: a) I speak
French and b) I love to talk... !
The Wrong Trousers!
I will always remember the first day, entering the
little St Pantaleon chapel to get my red robe. I read
the small poster on the wall too quickly and thought
the chapel was named St Pantalon, or St ‘Trouser’ in
English. St Pantaleon was a martyr who died in 305
in Nicomedia, in Turkey. One story tells us that he
gave his name to a type of baggy trousers called
‘pantaloons’. Anyway, I love these red robes – they
make you elegant and different from the visitors.
My Schedule
I’m on duty from 11am to noon every Thursday in
the summer, and two Thursdays a month during the
winter. There are usually two of us to greet the visitors at the entrance of the Cathedral. Armed with our
leaflets, we offer these free of charge with advice on
how to use them. Every number on the leaflet corresponds to a short description of the most important
‘stations’ to visit.

about Quebec because then I forget the Cathedral
and talk about my home.
An Inspiring Building
Chichester Cathedral is very different from all the
others I have visited; it is lighter inside (even when
it's raining and gloomy out) and it seems, for me, to
be a 'mood-lifter'.
The Marc Chagall Window, the Anglo-German
Tapestry and the Gustav Holst Memorial draw the
biggest crowds. But my favourite site is the Arundel Tomb where Richard Fitzalan (d.1376), Earl of
Arundel, and his Countess were the inspiration for
a poem by Philip Larkin– a poem that you can read
in full by the tomb.
I find the effigies very romantic – the Count and
Countess are holding hands whilst her feet rest on a
dog and his on a lion!

The Arundel Tomb and Larkin Poem

Greeting and ‘leafleting’
There is so much to see. Every day, our guides conduct free forty-five minute tours at 11.15am and
2.30pm, Monday to Saturday. They are all very
knowledgeable and it is a good occasion to ask lots
of questions.
My Thursdays are never the same: lots of British
visitors, of course, but also from all over the world –
U.S.A., Canada, New Zealand, Australia, but mostly
from Europe (Spain, France, Germany, Italy, etc.). I
especially enjoy the French people as they allow me
the chance to speak my mother tongue. But they
really ought not to be allowed to ask me questions
Registered Charity No. 268055

When visiting, often people neglect or do not have
enough time to notice the ‘graffiti’ on the walls or
the columns. They are a mine of information made
by centuries of pilgrims walking through. In the
Lady Chapel you can still see some small crosses
carved into the stone, probably during the War of the
Roses, where they would sit and pray.
At station number 6, there are two important Romanesque sculptures (twelfth century) depicting the
raising of Lazarus and Christ arriving at Bethany.
Originally they were painted and had eyes of jewels
or semi-precious stones. One student from a visiting
school mentioned that some of the weeping women,
close to Lazarus, had lovely hairstyles very similar
to the ones of today.
Happiness, and sometimes Comfort to be Found
What I like so much is when families come in with
young children. I bring them to our leaflets lectern to
show them the little wooden mouse carved on it.
The story goes that Robert Thompson, a furniture
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worker from North Yorkshire (1876-1955), complained to a colleague that he was as poor as a
church mouse. This chance remark led him to carve
a mouse as a signature on all his oak furniture.

after a short time, she stopped sobbing and thanked
me. She just needed someone to take a part of her
grief and I guess I was just that someone. She then
visited the Cathedral with a lighter step.

Then I tell them the Cathedral has three more examples of wooden furniture with the same little mouse
and would they like to find them? And then the

And ‘Don’t forget the …’
When noon approaches, I let it be known that the
Cloisters Café offers a good home-made lunch. In
the springtime, I give a special reminder to see the
peregrines on video at the bottom of the garden and,
of course, always a prompt to the lovely gift shop!
My hour goes so fast that when my replacement
shows up, they have a hard time getting my red robe
off my shoulders. I only realise how tired my legs are
when I start home. Then I can’t wait to do it all again
next week!
BECOME A VOLUNTEER
Chichester Cathedral is currently recruiting more volunteers to join the Doorkeeping Team. If you would
like to find out more please contact the
Cathedral Reception on 01243782595 or email:
reception@chichestercathedral.org.uk
OR A CATHEDRAL FRIEND
Chichester Cathedral Friends is a group of people
from a wide variety of backgrounds. Many enjoy the
numerous social events organised to help raise money
for the Cathedral. Others live further afield, and simply enjoy receiving information about the Cathedral.
To learn more about the work of the Friends and details on how to join, please visit the Chichester Cathedral Friends website.
www.chichestercathedralfriends.org.uk/

Mouse-hunting!
search, helped by Mum and Dad, starts. Sometimes
you can hear a small child excitedly shout, ‘I’ve
found them all!’ This always makes the visit more
entertaining for them.
There are times when someone comes to visit and
looks in need of a sympathetic ear. Last year, I met
a lady with such sad eyes that I asked her if she was
OK. She said she was, but then started to sob.
Asked if she would like to talk to the Chaplain, she
said no and then said ‘I had to put my dog down last
week and I cannot stop crying. People say it is only
a dog, but for me, he was like a child’. I put my
arms around her and for the next 5 minutes, she unburdened herself. Having a dog myself, I could
identify with her. I let her talk on my shoulder and
ISSUE NUMBER 186 - SEPTEMBER 2015
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GOODWOOD RACING REMEMBERED
Trevor Redman recalls the glories of the 50s and 60s
Goodwood Motor Circuit – love or hate it – I have
been visiting it since September 1950. Living in Bognor Regis it was within cycling distance. The circuit
opened in September 1948, and my two oldest brothers, Brian and Peter, and my cousin Rae went to that
meeting, me being too young at the time. However,
come September 1950 I went along, on my bicycle,
with my brother Peter.
My first encounter
It was a grey day and it rained very heavily from time
to time, and I was wearing my gabardine school raincoat and cap, and short trousers, with ordinary shoes
– no proper wet weather clothing in those days.
What a day, some wonderful racing in dreadful conditions, with the likes of Reg Parnell, Prince Bira,
Baron de Graffenried, amongst many others.

me going to Goodwood. I have been interested ever
since, and from time to time been involved too, although not actually racing, but in organizing, or
more minor elements of the sport.
Endurance Racing and the New Jaguar
During the 1950s three 9-hour races for sports cars
were held, in the style of the Le Mans 24-hour race.
The races started at 3pm and finished at midnight.
Exciting stuff, and I remember during the first of
these the then new Jaguar C type was fitted with
disc brakes, whilst most other cars had conventional
drum brakes, and in the dark you could see the discs
glowing red as the brakes were applied on approach
to the corners.

That day the long awaited BRM won for the first
time in the hands of Reg Parnell, in very heavy rain,
and he won two races. On its first outing at Silverstone in August it had failed on the start line, much to
everyone’s disappointment. So, a great day for it at
Goodwood.
I was also on that day waiting to see a young and upcoming driver – none other than Stirling Moss – who
finished second in a little 500cc Cooper, while in two
other races in an HWM, he was fourth and seventh
respectively. He became a hero of mine and still is to
this day.

Stirling Moss in a C type Jaguar, Easter 1952
A Driver’s ‘Hall of Fame’
During the succeeding years I attended many meetings, International, National and club events. I
witnessed many of the great drivers of that period
doing their stuff, the likes of Stirling Moss, Jimmy
Clark, Graham Hill, John Surtees, Jack Brabham,
Mike Hawthorn, Duncan Hamilton, ‘Mr Goodwood’
Roy Salvadori and many more.
Cecil Clutton’s 1908 Itala at the September 1955
meeting. It raced in the early 50s.
As the day wore on the rain continued, mud everywhere up and over people’s shoes. There were girls
in summery-type dresses and high heeled shoes,
staggering about; some even took their shoes off.
At the end of a tiring day, I arrived home, wet but
happy, and had been bitten by the bug that still keeps
Registered Charity No. 268055

The cars covered an enormous variety, from the early days of motor racing, through the wonderful machines of the 1930s and including the latest marques
of the various manufacturers.
In the 50s and 60s some of the most exciting were
the saloon car races, with people racing the sort of
cars that ordinary people used day to day, although
‘souped up’ or ‘breathed on’, as the saying of the
day was to describe allowable modifications.
THE CHICHESTER SOCIETY NEWSLETTER
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Roy Salvadori in Gilby Engineering Maserati 250F,
Easter 1955
One of the drivers in the 1960s who cut his teeth at
Goodwood was local boy Derek Bell, who went on
to great things, Formula 1 for Ferrari, five times Le
Mans 24-hour winner and world sports car champion
in a long career – and he still competes today in the
September Revival meeting.
Catching the ‘Bluebird’
In the summer of 1960 there was a unique event
which I was able to gain entry to, with the assistance
of a work colleague, who was then working at what
was the Dolphin and Anchor Hotel, in West Street,
Chichester.
Donald Campbell, son of the great Sir Malcolm
Campbell, was about to make an attempt on the
world land speed record in America in his new jet–
powered car, Bluebird.

Donald Campbell and Raymond Baxter
of the BBC, July 1960
Prior to setting off to the USA, he and the car came
to Goodwood for some tests and I was one of the
lucky few to witness this event, and my photographs
record the occasion.
ISSUE NUMBER 186 - SEPTEMBER 2015

The streamlined body of Bluebird, July 1960
Death and then rebirth
During the succeeding years I attended many more
race meetings.
In July 1966, I was at what was known as a
members meeting, and an announcement was made
saying ‘that contrary to rumour we will be here next
year’. However, within a few short weeks it was announced that the circuit was to close for good. It had
been decided that to bring the circuit up to the
required safety standards was going to be too expensive. A very sad occasion for all those drivers,
organisers and spectators who had enjoyed so much
over the operational period – and that was it, or so
we thought.
Then exactly 50 years later in September 1998, the
Earl of March reopened the motor circuit for the
first Revival Meeting in the same Bristol 400 that
his grandfather had used when opening the circuit in
1948 – and so it goes on to the pleasure of many. It
is now a world–renowned event, bringing much revenue and kudos to this wonderful area of Sussex.

I will keep attending as long as I am able. Something that marks Goodwood out is the number of
people over the years, spectators, drivers, organisers
and many others, who have said – and continue today to say – that Goodwood has a very special atmosphere which no other motor racing venue has,
and I agree with that. In my opinion it is special and
is a great asset to our locale – long may it continue.

Read earlier editions on our website at www.chichestersociety.org.uk
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THE OXMARKET CENTRE OF ARTS – PAST AND FUTURE
Richard Shord, Chairman of the Oxmarket Gallery, recounts the story
A few steps from Chichester’s bustling commercial
centre on the north side of East Street are the quiet
precincts of the small, attractive thirteenth church of
St Andrew.

the resulting depopulation, coupled with the rise of
non-conformism, meant church revenues dwindled
and the fabric of the church and condition of the
churchyard were to remain of constant concern.

Those new to Chichester are surprised to find that
such a modest exterior is home to a thriving centre of
arts hosting ever-changing art exhibitions, recitals,
concerts and events of the spoken word. With over
25,000 visitors per year, the centre is a bustling part
of Chichester’s cultural scene.

Renaissance
Nineteenth century philanthropy, however, overcame such neglect only for tragedy to strike on 10
February 1943 when St Andrew’s church was badly
damaged by a bomb. Although the area around the
church was paved in 1969, the whole building was
abandoned and neglected.
Then Doris Wilson, a member of the Chichester Art
Society, set about finding an ideal space for fellow
artists to display their work.
Doris saw the church as a perfect location for the
display and contemplation of art. After spending

Oxmarket founder – Doris Wilson
years in meetings with the deanery and other authorities, raising funds and enlisting supporters (including
her stalwart friend and fellow founder John Rank),
Doris finally got the go-ahead.
Oxmarket painting by Sue Finniss
A Colourful Past
The earliest documented reference to the church is
in 1248. The name St Andrew Oxmarket was chosen
in relation to the then cattle market in East Street.
It was always a poor parish and roguish behaviour
by the parishioners was common. Sixteenth and
seventeenth century records show brawling with
daggers, drunkenness, blasphemy, bigamy and ‘lewd
behaviour in Little London’.
Plague came to the area in 1563, 1607 and 1665 and
Registered Charity No. 268055

By 1976 the new Oxmarket Centre of Arts had
opened its doors and in 1989 HRH Princess Alexandra opened the new gallery extension, generously
funded by Mary Portal, John Rank and their families.
A Vibrant Future
The Oxmarket Centre of Arts is a not-for-profit charity administered by trustees and a board of management, aided by professional administrators and regular volunteers. Its purpose is to promote and advance
all the arts among the community with a particular
emphasis on local and emerging talent.
To meet that brief, as the centre nears its 40th anniversary, the current custodians of the Oxmarket are
THE CHICHESTER SOCIETY NEWSLETTER
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building a diverse range of activities that not only
reflects all the arts, but reach out into the community
of schools, colleges and university and even city
businesses.
At its heart is still the much-loved gallery and, although many of the artists represented reside in the
Chichester region, their reach is extensive.
This year’s Summer Exhibition saw work from artists who have exhibited in Glasgow’s Kelvingrove
Museum, the Barbican, the Royal Academy, Tate
Britain, Hoxton and the Florence Biennale, reflecting
the quality for which the trustees aim.
Increasingly music has featured in its varied programme for the public. Concerts by the likes of Megan Linford (Sussex young folk performer 2014) and
Rob Johnston (accomplished acoustic guitarist) have
been interspersed with free lunchtime classical recitals by students from the University of Chichester.
These developing town and gown links also extend to
graduate arts shows and a schools liaison officer is
now in place to build audiences and contributions
from even younger talents.

A plan for an artist–in– residence programme will
also aim to bring in yet more community participants.
The Oxmarket’s varied contribution to Chichester
Festival 2015 also included spoken word contributions from, among others, writer Kate Mosse, poet
Maggie Sawkins and sculptor Vincent Gray.
So, with plans for repaving the south side of the
Oxmarket currently with council authorities (which
could provide a piazza for open air art markets) and a
corporate offering which sees the hosting of evening
business functions, there is hardly a part of Chichester the Oxmarket does not reach as it builds its
vibrant future in the heart of the city.
VOLUNTEERING
The Oxmarket can offer a variety of creative tasks
for those who have a few hours to give, either occasionally or on a more regular basis. The range of
help we need changes depending on the gallery
diary, what special events we are hosting and the
current administrative workload. If interested visit
the website at
www.oxmarket.com/volunteering-at-the-oxmarket

Oxmarket Summer Expo 2014
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LARGE LORRIES THREATEN FABRIC OF HISTORIC STREETS
Cedric Mitchell, a South Pallant resident, highlights a long-standing issue
For many years now Chichester has benefited from a
pedestrianized shopping area in East and North
streets. This has meant that regulated car parks have
assumed a much greater importance since people can
no longer park in East and North Streets.
Equally the pedestrian area has impacted on the way
in which deliveries of supplies are made to commercial premises. Perhaps the most sensible way to
manage this is for vehicles to deliver in these streets
in the evening or early morning when trading hours
have ceased.

Why is this Happening?
There are two reasons why the residents are plagued
with HGVs. First there is no signage that indicates in
a meaningful way that neither South Pallant nor West
Pallant are truly suited to coping with vehicles of this
size nor indeed is there any signage indicating that
these streets do not lead to delivery areas. The second reason is more problematic. Many HGVs now
come from across the Channel and language can be a
problem so drivers tend to rely 100% on their
‘satnavs’.

St Martin’s Street a Long Suffering Area
For whatever reasons this is not always possible and
some deliveries are made using the rear areas behind
East and North Streets.
In particular the area of rear land between St Martin’s
Street and North Street is much used by articulated
lorries delivering to stores in North Street and to
Marks and Spencer in East Street.
When the pedestrian area was initially planned there
were far fewer Heavy Goods Vehicles (HGVs) and
delivery vehicles tended to be generally smaller. Nevertheless ‘Juggernauts’ were highlighted as a problem
in the 80s. To counter this, the introduction of a 30
foot restriction on vehicles in St Martin’s was mooted
with Council members (as reported in the November
1982 issue of this Newsletter).
Access to the rear delivery areas is via St Martin’s
Square which is a narrow street with medieval origins
and a great many listed buildings. Recent EU rule
changes mean that HGVs are now much larger and
quite unsuited to narrow streets such as St Martin’s
Square. The inevitable result is that from time to time
damage to buildings occurs.
The Pallants get their Share of Damage
On the south side of East Street lie the Pallants. All
four Pallants consist of extremely narrow streets with
historic paving and an overwhelming majority of
listed building.
Neither South nor West Pallant offer direct routes to
commercial premises, consequently one would not
expect to see HGVs in these streets.
Sadly, as the illustrations show, the Pallants have for
far too long been plagued with HGVs often due to
satellite navigation systems (‘satnavs’) misdirecting
them and they then need to extract themselves. In this
case the only way is backward by reversing the length
of South Pallant, which is no easy matter.
Registered Charity No. 268055

The offending
vehicle causing
damage to 9 West
Pallant
Quite apart from
the misery which
this problem causes to residents perhaps the most important victim is
the Chichester
Conservation Area
which has been set
up to safeguard the
historic architectural fabric at the
heart of our city.
Within the conservation area a great many of the buildings are Grade
II listed and many of the pavements have eighteenth
century and earlier slabs. If we continue to damage
the delicate fabric of our historic city it will no longer be an historic city.
The illustrations which accompany this article show
the damage that has been caused to both buildings
THE CHICHESTER SOCIETY NEWSLETTER
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and pavements by HGVs. Many people are unaware
that it is a criminal offence to damage a listed building. So what can be done to improve this situation?
An appeal to the Leader of West Sussex County
Council has achieved a very lukewarm response.
‘…Whilst we are sympathetic to the situation, it
should be remembered that this is a town centre and
there are numerous businesses including local residents that require deliveries’.
We are told that the illustration of the Iceland lorry
stuck in North Pallant was an isolated incident, but

it is fair to say that their lorries have been seen in the
Pallants on more than one occasion.
The Way Ahead
Both the Chichester Society and the Chichester Conservation Area Advisory Committee have taken up
this cause and together with representatives of the
residents it is proposed to organise a meeting with
the Highway Manager for Chichester and the traffic
Engineer to discuss this problem in more detail.
Solutions which have been suggested and which will
be put to the Highway Manager include:



Some form of signage indicating that South
Pallant is unsuitable for articulated vehicles
and offers no facilities for turning. Preferably
this signage needs to be located just beyond the
entrance to the car parks where the road is
obviously narrow and residential. Residents of
the Pallants have agreed to pay for such a sign
if money proves to be an issue.



An official request to companies such as Iceland and Poundland to ensure that their drivers
are aware of the traffic problems in the
Pallants.



Installation of bollards which would allow
access for ambulances and smaller lorries but
not articulated lorries

Stuck up North Pallant

In conclusion, whilst the problem of articulated lorries or other HGVs needs to be urgently addressed, it
has to be stressed that there is no suggestion that the
streets should be forbidden to small lorries and vans
such as courier services delivering to residents.
Manoeuvring out of West Pallant
ISSUE NUMBER 186 - SEPTEMBER 2015
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POOR APPROACHES TO THE NEW A27 PEDESTRIAN AND CYCLE BRIDGE
Alan Carn, Co-Chair of the Whyke Residents Association, explains
At last we have the prospect of a safe crossing of the
A27 at the Whyke roundabout.
A Welcome Addition
The new bridge is in place and the approach steps and
ramps should be in ‘soft’ operation by the time this
Newsletter is published. The Highways have done
what they were tasked to do, and the design (in my
opinion as a long time teacher of Design) is quite
pleasing and elegant.

However, though the A27 problem has been solved,
the attendant problems of the B2145 (Whyke Road
and Hunston Road) remain.
Whyke Road Crossing - a Game of Roulette
Approaching the new bridge from Whyke Road, a
pavement takes the pedestrian towards the A27 on
the west side, but stops some 50 yards from the
roundabout.

Whyke Road approach to the roundabout
View of bridge from Hunston side taken 30 July
Tragic Deaths provided the Impetus
The bridge was mooted several years ago, but because of objections from the immediate neighbours
in Whyke Close and attendant delays, the financial
window was closed.
The tragic deaths of two people on that stretch of the
A27 was the spur to getting the scheme back on
track. I was asked to attend the inquest into those unfortunate deaths, and in her summing up, the coroner
implied that the A27 at that point was a ‘death trap’
and, directing her comments to the Highways representatives (I'm not quoting here) said – what are you
going to do about it?
Effort over the Years often Unrecognised
The process has been several years in coming to
fruition, and I have been dismayed to hear comments
suggesting that the only reason for getting a bridge
was that the ‘Free School’ was taking over the old
Convent. It would be useful to quash this misapprehension and help the public to understand the time
and effort by ourselves at Whyke Residents Association and many others, over several years that
has gone into helping bring the project to fruition.

Registered Charity No. 268055

Here it is necessary to cross Whyke Road in order to
continue on the pavement which connects to the
roundabout on the east side. At the roundabout it is
necessary to cross to the west side again to access
the new bridge. Drivers leaving the A27 and heading
into town often seem not to appreciate that they are
entering a 30mph zone, and often exceed the limit,
just where pedestrians would be obliged to cross.
The Council are looking into the problem, and the
picture above, taken on 30 July, shows a survey
being undertaken – possibly for a footpath or cycle
lane on the other side of the road?
Danger also from Hunston Road
A similar problem exists on the Hunston Road side.
The pavement on the West side connects directly to
the bridge, but runs out a short distance from the
roundabout. To continue south, it is necessary to
cross the road in order to pick up the pavement to
Chichester Lakes, but at the entry point to the lakes
the pavement ends, and further progress towards
Hunston is at the mercy of the traffic.
Crossing the Hunston Road at any point near to the
roundabout is hazardous as the sight lines are
restricted, and the speed limit is an astonishing
50mph!

THE CHICHESTER SOCIETY NEWSLETTER
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No Satisfactory Alternatives yet
There are other safe ways of accessing the bridge
from the town side, but these are circuitous and not
obvious.
Similarly, there is a footpath to Hunston which
crosses the fields behind the old Carmelite Convent
and emerges by Canal Corner. This is again not particularly obvious, and no help to people wishing to
visit the lakes or walk or cycle to The Mundhams.
Unfortunately, once again there is no early or easy
solution in sight.

View from the Hunston side

IS THE PROLIFERATION OF ROAD MARKINGS AND SIGNAGE UNDERMINING SAFETY?
Bob Wiggins highlights concerns
On 21 July a cyclist suffered shoulder and head injuries in a collision with a car along North Walls. Local residents, and those using this junction, have long
harboured concerns about the dangers posed by the
conjoining of two one-way streets, coupled with
blind spots at the entrance to and exit from the
bridge, as the pictures below show.

This is confusing enough, but the addition of cycle
lane markings (generally a good thing) has arguably
added to uncertainties for those approaching this
area – whether driving, cycling or on foot.
An example of a different kind is to be found just
round the corner from West Street in the Avenue de
Chartres. Here one is suddenly confronted with an
isolated stretch dividing cyclists and pedestrians.
However such division is not continued at either end
of it. It is difficult to imagine how this short section
contributes to safety.

Cyclists and pedestrians momentarily separated in
Avenue de Chartres

Confusing signage – why not say ‘Stop’ instead of
‘Give Way’ as at New Town/ St John’s St junction, or
install ‘sleeping policemen’ to slow traffic down ?
ISSUE NUMBER 186 - SEPTEMBER 2015

According to psychologists our short term memory
can handle no more than 7 (plus or minus 2) items
at a time. So it is not surprising that a proliferation
of road markings and signs in one location can pose
an information overload challenge which we are
incapable of meeting.

Read earlier editions on our website at www.chichestersociety.org.uk

11

MUSINGS ON MOBILITY SCOOTERS
Marion Somerville, A ‘Buggy’ user, recounts her experience
People ride buggies – or electric scooters, to be posh
– for many reasons. If you are getting on a bit, have
painful limbs, no car, no door-to-door bus service,
and, obviously, if you cannot walk, they are pretty
essential just for getting from A to B. Call them
bandwagons if you like; it is evident that more and
more people are getting on them. As a buggy-user
who can walk a bit, I have great concern for those
who may not yet know their way around
Chichester’s fine streets with their new machines,
without sustaining too much damage to their spines
or the springs of their shining carriages.
Types of ‘Buggies’
It is worth remembering that buggies can be a
nuisance on pavements and roads, blocking the one
and going (if you have a Class 3 machine, you can
do 8mph) too slowly on the other.
The 4mph (Class 2) vehicles must keep to the pavement and can be a pain to pedestrians and mothers
with prams. Dogs don’t like them much, either. It
therefore behoves us to be courteous and to thank the
people whom we inconvenience.

is not a happy experience. Bumping on to the road
can be tricky and uncomfortable, and you may need
help. These machines are jolly heavy and prevention
is better than cure. Sandwich boards can be tiresome.
If you cannot get by, put on your most helpless yet
winning expression – gallantry is not yet dead.
Narrow pavements are, like toothache; ‘the hell o’ a’
problem (forgive me, Rabbie)… and when road
repairs are ongoing… Oh dear! Decidedly tricky,
since vehicles may be hurtling towards you. Workmen are mostly very kind. They are strong, can
perhaps lift you out of harm’s way, buggy and all –
quite an experience - but not one to be sought out!
Hazards best avoided: any stretch of cobbles like the
ones on East, West and South Streets. They are
(speaking politely) not comfortable for you or your
buggy and will probably necessitate two check-ups a
year instead of one.

Dealing with Hazards – and Helping Hands
It can be something of a surprise to be riding gaily
along a pavement and find no ramp at the end of it.
Not often encountered, thank goodness, but a great
nuisance when met: reversing more than a few yards

The moral behind these potentially serious hazards
is, look ahead! That ‘knight in shining something’
may have gone home for his tea, and you will feel
rather foolish just sitting there!
The English Weather
What if it’s raining? You can of course find all sorts
of jobs that need doing at home, but supposing you
must brave it and you don’t have that lovely covered
-in job which keeps you beautifully dry – I have
never been in one of those, so couldn’t possibly
comment. Well, the rain is perhaps not quite such
fun; but with luck someone will feel sorry for you
and offer to do your shopping while you have refreshment under the canopy of some coffee house.
Registered Charity No. 268055
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Road Etiquette
With your class 3 buggy you can travel at the princely speed of 8mph and – you may ride on the road.
Please think of the drivers who are longing to overtake you: and think of yourself, as you manoeuvre to
avoid a stationary vehicle. Look in your mirror!
Again and again! And don’t forget to signal (but not
with your right arm, as I once did, thus letting go of
the throttle and coming to a fairly abrupt halt in the
middle of the road!) And that left-hand mirror, so
useful when a cyclist slips by on the inside – as does
indeed happen.
Charge your Batteries!
Since you now have your buggy, you must have a
place at home to charge it. Don’t forget to do so!
When it’s new, you are probably told it will do 20+
miles to the charge, and I intend no defamation of the
manufacturer’s claim if I suggest that as the buggy
gets on a bit, it will, like the rest of us, lose some
strength. Do not be caught in town with an exhausted battery – watch those little bars on what I lovingly
call the ‘fascia board’.
Always Carry a Mobile Phone
A mobile phone, armed with important numbers, is
essential for your safety. I was stranded once, and

was lucky
indeed to
have a mobile phone
(well
charged, of
course) on
me and a
very obliging
husband at
home, who
arrived and
pushed me homewards in what had now become an
extremely heavy wheelchair. Don’t depend on that
aforementioned ‘shining knight’. Even if he comes
to your rescue, you will be very embarrassed – and so
you should be.
A Happy Disposition Works Wonders!
Remember, dear riders, the most important thing for
you to learn is to acquire the right facial expression
for all the situations in which you will find yourself. Be it cheery, grateful, helpless (poor little me,
etc.), appealing, or independent - in other words, all
things to all men. Like me, you will love your doughty charger and you will have fun!

‘CHISORES’
Local ‘eyesores’ that deserve our attention if we love this historic city

British Bookshops frontage, North Street
– the worst for wear

Is this Norman motte to be a ‘scheduled playground’
or a ‘scheduled monument’?

Did you realise that ‘British Bookshops’ is owned
by W.H.Smith which acquired the chain of 22 shops
in 2011? So much for competition on the High
Street. Furthermore in the May 2015 ‘Which’ survey
W.H.Smith was voted the second worst retail brand
(having been bottom in 2014), so despite this improvement in rating there is probably little hope of
this long-suffering frontage being repaired and redecorated any time soon.

The motte in Priory Park is a ‘scheduled monument’
indicating it is of ‘national significance’. For long
the motte was inaccessible until barriers were removed and the top cleared of all but what we see
now. Unfortunately nothing has been done to control
access to the top thereby allowing anyone to clamber
up any of the sides and wear away the grass to soil
level. If this is allowed to persist the condition of the
motte will continue to deteriorate to a muddy pile.
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INTRODUCING ‘CHILIGHTS’
Local highlights that get our applause for improving Chichester’s environment

Resurfaced St. Martin’s Street area (above) –
a contrast to South Street’s patchwork road.
Bishop’s Palace Garden in full bloom (below)

Redecorated upper stories of Carphone Warehouse
building which had long been a ‘Chisore’ (above)
‘Sand’ dog in North Street (below)

FUTURE EVENT FOR CHISOC MEMBERS
Chichester Harbour Walk - 10 September 2015
Date: Thursday 10 September 10.00am to 12noon.
Numbers: Up to 25.
Itinerary: Meet at viewing platform in front of Harbour
Office at 10.00am for a 2 hour guided circular walk.
Refreshments: None included – but Ship Inn, Itchenor is very
convenient – lots of outside tables.
Travel: Make your own way to Itchenor. There is a large ‘Pay &
Display’ car park 200yds. Walk to meeting point.
Cost: Tickets £3 each.
To apply: Call John Wichers on (01243) 778976 OR email to:
john@wichers.plus.com.
Registered Charity No. 268055
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LOOKING BACK AT CHISOC’S FESTIVAL EVENTS
Secrets of the South Downs Walk – 27 June
A 6–mile walk, organised by David
Wilson, covered several sights and
places of interest including:
 The twelfth century St Mary’s
Church
 Irongates Arch – a former entrance to the Uppark estate
 Vandalian Tower – on the site
of a former folly
 Harting Downs – providing an
excellent viewpoint for the
Weald
 Beacon Hill – the site of an Armada beacon and one of the
chain of Telegraph stations linking Portsmouth to London in the
Napoleonic Wars and for a
while after… and of course
 For refreshments – The Royal
Oak, Hooksway dating back to The walking party by St Marys Church, North Marden. There is no ‘lost
the fourteenth century.
village’, despite its remote location, but the church served as a chapel-ofease connected to East Marden
The Weald and Downland Museum’s Past and Future – Richard Pailthorpe’s talk – 1 July
As part of the Society’s contribution to this year’s Festival of Chichester, Richard Pailthorpe, the Director of
the Weald and Downland Museum, spoke about the history and future of the museum which covers 50 acres
with nearly 50 historic buildings dating from the thirteenth to nineteenth centuries, along with gardens, farm
animals, walks and a lake.
Richard explained that the Gateway
Project is the museum’s most ambitious development since the Gridshell
was built in 2002 and is assisted by a
Heritage Lottery Fund grant of
£4million and matching funds.
Positioned alongside the Museum's
mill pond, a new visitor centre, cafe
and shop will lead on to an education and community venue and three new information galleries. This cluster
of buildings will house new exhibitions that focus on the landscape and its connection to the museum’s architectural heritage.
A new family learning centre will be installed in Hambrook Barn, with interactive activities that will appeal to
all ages. Across the site, a fresh approach to the exhibits will create new points of interest.
The decision to construct the new development alongside the mill pond will release three important vernacular buildings from their current functional purposes as visitor centre, café servery and refectory. Sole Street
Hall House, Longport Farmhouse and Pallingham Quay Wagon Shed will either be moved or restored in situ,
with their architecture and social history fully explored for the first time. In effect, there will then be three
new exhibit buildings.
See report on Tinwood Estate visit overleaf
ISSUE NUMBER 186 - SEPTEMBER 2015
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LOOKING BACK AT ON CHISOC’S FESTIVAL EVENTS (continued)
Richard Childs reports on the Tinwood Vineyard Tour and Tastings – 22 July
Though dark clouds threatened, they did not spoil a
delightful afternoon enjoyed by a group of Chichester
Society members at Tinwood Vineyard, Halnaker
with hosts Art Tukker and Jody Jakab.

and east, while the sea, five miles away, keeps much
of the frost away early in the year. In short, ideal
growing conditions for these varieties of grape.
After the tour we all
sat down on the large
patio for a tutored
tasting of Tinwood’s
three sparkling wines
– first a blanc de
blancs, then a brut,
and finally a rose.

Starting with a guided tour of the vineyard, Art explained
that his father had
emigrated from the
Netherlands and
established Tinwood
Farm, primarily to
grow salad crops.
In 2006 Art
persuaded his father
to diversify and so
48,000 vines were
planted to create the
vineyard (see picture
on page 20!). They
grow three varieties of grape, Chardonnay, Pinot Noir
and Pinot Meunier, to produce the estate’s sparkling
wines.
The soil on is the perfect mix of flint and chalk. The
South Downs protects the vineyard from the north

All wines were
accompanied by
delicious nibbles,
thoughtfully
prepared by Jody –
smoked salmon rolls,
warm cheese canapés, and chocolates
and strawberries.
The time just flew by and soon we had to leave, but
not before making a few purchases, not only a bottle
or two of wine, but also a jar of Tinwood’s own superb honey. The wine, food, good company and excellent hosts in a charming setting made for a memorable occasion.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
The Pallant House Gallery extension deserves wider recognition
Dear Editor,
I much enjoyed the article on Chichester’s 20th Century Heritage as I have thought that the Chichester
Society and its Newsletter tended to ignore anything
built after 1837. Colin Hicks has remedied this in a
comprehensive piece but I find the omission of one
important public building surprising.

House Gallery was Wilson's final completed project
before his death in June 2007.
The new gallery is, in the opinion of the writer of this
letter, one of the finest buildings of its period. It provides a variety of galleries for its permanent collection
and for temporary exhibitions, working spaces for local art groups, a café and a bookshop. It is cleverly
linked to the differing floor levels of the old house. A
number of small spaces provide views out over a delightful garden that is framed by the old and new
buildings and set out with pleached trees.

Dean Walter Hussey, who previously bequeathed an
art collection to Chichester as displayed in the eighteenth century Pallant House, was a dedicated patron
of modern art. It was only appropriate that the new
building should become a regional gallery for the vis- Surprisingly, the new gallery is not a ‘listed building’.
ual arts of the twentieth century. .
Nor is it, as far as I can see included in the district
council’s own list of buildings of local interest. Yet it
It was designed by architects Long & Kentish in
is a building by a significant architect, with an imassociation with Professor Sir Colin St John Wilson
portant public use and designed to sit happily along(1922-2007), architect of the British Library. A truly
side a listed building from an earlier age. It deserves
exceptional example of a significant architect design- recognition.
ing a gallery to house his own collection, Pallant
John Pavitt, Chichester
Registered Charity No. 268055
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CHICHESTER LOCAL PLAN UPDATE
Chairman Richard Childs reports on an unsatisfactory outcome of the Inspector’s examination
On the 14 July Chichester’s Local Plan leapt its last
hurdle as the final version, as amended (with 104
modifications) by the Planning Inspector, was approved at a meeting of the full District Council.
Whilst this event was met with celebration and a
sense of relief by members and officers at East Pallant House, there is far from universal acclaim.

hance its role as a sub-regional centre and visitor destination. However it is recognised that new development
needs to be planned sensitively with
special regard to the city’s historic environment and
setting, whilst also addressing key infrastructure constraints, particularly in terms of wastewater treatment
capacity and transport….’

The Inspector Disagrees with Objections
The Planning Inspector’s Report on the Local Plan
was published on 18 May, and for the officers of the
Chichester Society its conclusions are disappointing.
On a number of points we felt that the evidence we
and others submitted to the Inspector demonstrated
fundamental flaws in the Local Plan. The inspector
concluded otherwise.

Wastewater Treatment not Barrier to Development
At the EiP hearings we expressed our opposition to development on those Strategic Development Locations
(SDLs) which were Greenfield sites, in particular at
Whitehouse Farm. We argued that major problems relating to wastewater treatment and to transport infrastructure made the site unsuitable as an SDL. Again the
Inspector disagreed with us.

Local Plans fail if they are not created as a result of
prolonged and diligent co-operation and consultation
between adjoining councils, public agencies and other stakeholders. We argued at the Examination in
Public (EiP) hearings that the District Council had
not met this requirement, especially in respect of
Havant Borough Council. However, the Inspector
disagreed and concluded: ‘I am satisfied that in preparing the Plan the Council has worked collaboratively with neighbouring authorities and has engaged effectively with prescribed bodies to address
strategic matters.’

The Inspector noted local concern and uncertainty
about sewerage treatment routes to the Tangmere
Wastewater Treatment Works and proposals for an onsite treatment facility; but because the Local Plan was a
strategic document detailed proposals were ‘not appropriate’ at this stage. ‘In these circumstances the provision of wastewater treatment facilities does not prevent
a barrier to developing the West of Chichester’.

Housing Numbers Increased in Plan
On the matter of housing numbers, the District
Council acknowledged an increased estimate of
housing need. The report identified a mismatch between data on new homes needed, averaging 505 a
year, and supply averaging 435. The reason relates
to constraints in infrastructure such as A27 road
works and wastewater drainage. This conundrum
has been resolved for the present by the District
Council submitting an amendment that acknowledges the supply gap: ‘For this reason the Council will
review the Local Plan within five years to ensure
that OAN (Objectively Assessed Need) is met…’.
The Inspector concurred with the Council: ‘For
these reasons I conclude that the Plan should be
adopted now, subject to a commitment to a review
to be completed within five years’.
Focus on East-West Corridor Development
In general the Inspector accepted the Local Plan’s
intention to focus new development in an ‘EastWest Corridor’ after receiving the District Council’s
amendments which included: ‘The East-West Corridor is the main focus for new development proposed
in the Local Plan…The Plan seeks to accommodate
new growth within and around the city and to enISSUE NUMBER 186 - SEPTEMBER 2015

Oldplace Farm still on Course for Development
Likewise, objections to the development of the
Oldplace Farm site were insufficient for the Inspector
to consider it an unsuitable SDL. The Inspector said ‘I
am satisfied that the Plan’s flexible and pragmatic approach to addressing the buffer between Goodwood
and new housing development is appropriate and effective’.
Future Ongoing Battles with Developers Inevitable
So what does all this mean? Three years ago when the
Local Plan process began, we were told that without a
Local Plan there would be a free for all for speculative
development across the district. It may well be that the
Plan has prevented this, but at what cost?
The price that has been paid is the loss of two significant areas of valuable farming land to expanding suburbia. The consequences of the developments at
Whitehouse and Oldplace Farms may not materialise
for several years, but they will change Chichester irrevocably and, dare I say, not for the better.
For the short and medium term the battle moves onto
challenging the various planning applications which
developers have submitted for the SDLs and making
the best of a bad deal.
Which direction this will take us, only time will tell.

Read earlier editions on our website at www.chichestersociety.org.uk
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THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE CHICHESTER SOCIETY
will be held on Wednesday 21 October 2015 at 7.00pm

in the Upstairs Assembly Room, North Street, Chichester (with access available by lift)
Guest speaker, Katy Bourne, Sussex Police and Crime Commissioner
After the formal business is complete a glass or two of wine or soft drink and light refreshments will be
served. At about 8.00pm we will be pleased to welcome Katy Bourne to speak about the role of the Sussex
Police and Crime Commissioner, with particular reference to issues affecting Chichester.
A detailed agenda and copies of the annual accounts will be available at the meeting.
The formal Agenda will contain the usual items of Officer’s reports, Approved Accounts and Nominations
for next year’s Executive Committee members (see below).
MOTIONS FOR THE AGM & NOMINATIONS FOR THE COMMITTEE 2015-16
The constitution requires that the
members of the Executive Committee (up to 16 places) and the
Chairman, Vice Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer are elected at
each AGM.

A nomination form is provided
below.

In addition to the elections, the
Officers will present their reports.
Members will be encouraged to
put questions and initiate discusNominations in writing, supported sion after each of the reports.
by a seconder and with the consent of the nominee - all being
A list of nominations received and
current members - are therefore
details of any motions received
requested. They must be received will be sent by post to members as
by the Chairman, Richard Childs, soon as possible after nominations
at his address below 14 days beclose unless no positions are
contested and no further mofore the date of the meeting (i.e.
by Wednesday 7 October 2015). tions are submitted

CHICHESTER SOCIETY
NOMINATION FORM 2015

There is provision in the Constitution for the period of service of
Officers to be extended by one
year subject to a vote of approval
at the AGM. In the absence of
other nominations, this provision
will be invoked for the offices of
Chair, Secretary and Treasurer.
By Order of the Executive Committee 1 September 2015
Anthony Quail
Secretary,
44 Westgate
Chichester PO19 3EU.

Please cut out or photocopy this form if you have nominations
and send it to Richard Childs, Chairman, Bayswell Cottage,
Leatherbottle Lane, Chichester PO19 7DB, to reach him by
Wednesday 7 October 2015 .

TITLE OF OFFICE
NOMINEE'S NAME (CAPS)
NOMINEE’S ACCEPTANCE
(SIGNED)
PROPOSER (SIGNED)
SECONDER (SIGNED)

Registered Charity No. 268055
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PROFILES OF THE EDITOR AND OUR PLANNING GURU
Three weeks at Scunthorpe
Steelworks in the 1960s as part
of my degree course (at Nottingham where I met my future
wife!), made it clear that a career in metallurgy was not for
me! So to give time for thought
I spent a year at Blackwells
Publishers in Oxford (my home
City). There I heard of the
emerging discipline of
Bob Wiggins
‘information science’ and left
for a post-graduate course at City University.
My new career in ‘information’ led (amongst others) to several years with British Gas in the North
East (living in beautiful Northumberland) helping
the move to natural gas, and then BP headquarters
in London managing and developing their corporate
data, records, library and archives services. From
1990 I went independent undertaking consulting
assignments in the UK and abroad and publishing
some books in my areas of interest.
Chichester was a lovely place to move to in 2011
and I was immediately leafleted to join the Chichester Society. The rest is history!

I moved to Chichester in
2006, and have still a lot to
learn about the City. I soon
joined The Chichester Society and was invited on to their
Executive Committee to focus on planning issues. After
graduating from the University of Sheffield and becoming a chartered architect I
John Pavitt
worked in London, the Midlands, Lancashire, Cheshire
and Wales, mostly on the programme of ‘New
Towns’ and on government economic development
programmes.
I review planning applications for the Executive Committee each month and also helped to frame the Society’s contributions to the then emerging local plan
(now adopted). So far I’ve reported on nearly 750
planning applications to which the committee has
made over 140 objections and offered numerous
additional comments to the CDC planners. Of course
the Society is not the only organisation responding to
planning applications and it is often difficult to know
which responses caught the planners’ attention, but
we do know that over 50 of these applications were
refused or withdrawn.

PUZZLE TIME
SOLUTION - JUNE PRIZE CROSSWORD

SUDOKU CHALLENGE
The aim is that each numeral from 1 to 9 must appear only once in each row, column or sub-square.
No maths is involved – just logic!
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Prize winner: the first correct solution drawn after 31
July was from Danielle Charbonneau who receives a
copy of Tim Rooth’s book ’Saving the City’.
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Your Local Community Museum
Upcoming events

 Autumn Countryside Show, 10-11 Oct
 Autumn half-term family events, 26-30 Oct
 Christmas market 2015, 14-15 Nov
Join as a Friend of the Museum
Benefits include free admission (including special
events), the Museum’s magazine and discount in
both our shop and café.
Shop & Post Office
Visit the Museum shop for an unusual gift, our
own flour, local produce and much more!
Become a volunteer
No previous experience is required, as full
training will be given.

01243 811348
www.wealddown.co.uk
Singleton, West Sussex PO18 0EU

48,000 vines were planted at Tinwood in 2 days by Germans using
laser controlled machinery mounted on a JCB.
‘Vorsprung durch Technik’ comes to mind!
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