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WILL YOU BE A
POSTIE FOR THE
NEWSLETTER?
ChiSoc is always looking out
for members to help with the
hand-delivery of this quarterly
publication. At present our
seven ‘Posties’ distribute to
300 addresses in and around
Chichester.
Will you join us? If interested
please email John Wichers
at john@wichers.plus.com

Wild daffodils at West Dean Woods near Chilgrove

Photo: David Wilson

CONSULT, THEN CARRY ON
REGARDLESS
Only 71 people responded to the public Consultation on the Southern
Gateway Masterplan; they made 350 separate comments. At the
District Council’s Cabinet meeting on 7th November 2017 a report
on the consultation’s outcome noted that the Masterplan had ‘good
publicity and a large number of comments were made’. Is 71 a large
number? Did other residents like me find this online Consultation
difficult to complete?
Here is a selection of comments posted on the Council’s consultation
website: ‘The consultation process has been woeful’; ‘Almost
impossible to be able to express disappointment with the proposals…
all geared to which of our options do you prefer’; ‘your consultants
(need) to produce a more concise summary’.
Of the 350 comments, 198 (58 percent) favoured replacing the
railway crossings. A typical comment was ‘the building of so many
houses without tackling the railway crossing is too problematic to be
implementable’.
During this public Consultation, a petition was delivered by local
architects Martin Winch & Richard Hutchinson which they called
Freeflow and which proposed a bridge crossing: it had 280 signatures
of support. That’s four times the number who responded to the public
Consultation!
The Cabinet report concluded that the FreeFlow plan…’would have a
negative impact on viability in excess of £25 million’. So it’s dismissed.
And the Masterplan is approved, keeping both the rail crossings. This
is a once-in-a-generation lost opportunity. Especially when you realise
the Masterplan covered land next to both rail crossings. This land
will now be built upon leaving no opportunity to revisit what is widely
considered the Masterplan’s biggest weakness. Why consult and
ignore the public response?
Christopher Mead-Briggs, Executive Committee
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THE 7TH HERITAGE
TRAIL IS PUBLISHED

DOES CHI HAVE A SOLUTION TO CAR PARKING?
Think beyond on-street parking to park-and-ride,
says Bill Sharp

Project Manager
Chris Hare writes

The Chichester Road Space Audit, commissioned by the County Council and published August 2017, is a
thoughtful and far-reaching document that looks at more than parking, but the way we travel around the city
generally. It’s very enlightened from the point of view of encouraging walking and cycling and ‘containing
the car’; it suggests Chichester could realistically aim for levels of walking and cycling comparable with
Cambridge. And it discusses topics like park-and-ride and goods consolidation centres.

Chichester
Heritage
Trails

7 Chapels and
Chichester once had nine
places of worship
Anglican parish churches,
catering for a population that in
the seventeenth century did not
exceed 2,000 inhabitants. Today
only two Anglican churches, St.
Paul’s, and St. Pancras, remain
open for worship. This trail takes
you to these churches and also
to former churches now put
to other uses. Previous trails
have focused on the four city ‘quadrants,’ pubs
and inns, and the civil war. The eighth trail, to
be published in late March, will concentrate on
historic city personalities of note.
Churches and

But in other ways this report’s recommendations are too simplistic for suggesting road space could be
reserved for on-street parking here, there and everywhere, including the Avenue de Chartres; can you
imagine rows of parked cars blocking the celebrated view across Prebendal playing fields to the Cathedral?
The report also suggests some classic ‘no-no’s’ such as routing new cycle lanes alongside rows of parked
cars. This would be a recipe for ‘car-dooring’ accidents, where a car door is opened into the path of a cyclist
approaching from behind.

A ChiChester soCiety ProjeCt

No-brainer?
The Society came in for criticism when the Chichester Observer reported we agreed with the Road Space
Audit report that expanding on-street parking was a ‘no-brainer’. Our more nuanced written response to
the County Council’s consultation was that some city streets do have spare capacity (see photo). Allowing
more parking on these streets would be an interim low-cost way of increasing space for parking. Extending
- and promoting - the present voucher system is cheaper than alternatives such as roadside smart-meters
every fifty paces, or car-tracking payment systems; and preferable to building a multi-storey car park at the
Cattlemarket.
Park-and-ride?
Once available roadside parking
space has filled up we are attracted
by the idea of park-and-ride and
goods consolidation centres. But
there is less on-street parking
capacity than the Road Space
Audit report believes, so we think
it imperative to find sites for parkand-ride now. We agreed with the
report’s recommendation to ‘wait
and see’ because ‘autonomous
vehicles may begin to remove the
extent to which much city centre
parking is required. Rather, cities
will be serviced by large edge of
town autonomous vehicle servicing
and storage hubs, and vehicles will
visit the centre but won’t be kept
there’. The Society’s response to the
Road Space Audit Consultation is
available on the Society’s website.
Some Chichester streets are surprisingly
empty during business hours
Photo: Bill Sharp
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WEST STREET’S LIME
TREES HAVE LEGAL
PROTECTION
Chichester Tree Warden &
ecologist Brian Hopkins writes
Readers of the article on West Street’s Lime Trees
in the December Newsletter may not be aware that
the remaining six limes are protected in law by a
Tree Preservation Order (TPO). The District Council
confirmed TPO 15/00269 in March 2016; this means
planning permission must always be obtained before
work is done on these trees. A further implication is that
should they need felling or die of old age they would
normally have to be replaced although not necessarily
by the same species. Chichester City Tree Wardens
regularly monitor the condition of these limes, most
recently in 2016.

Tel. 01243 784 225 info@csworks.co.uk
www.chichesterstoneworks.co.uk

Read earlier editions at www.chichestersociety.org.uk/past-newsletters/
CSW_100mmx170mm_ad_121017.indd 1
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A FESTIVAL BY THE CITY
FOR THE CITY
Co-ordinator Barry Smith
anticipates a glorious sixth year

will be at West Dean Gardens with the
classic Sheridan comedy The Rivals and
the anarchic Commedia dell’Arte troupe,
the Rude Mechanicals, will delight with a
Shakespearean spin-off, Oberon, at Halnaker.

In the words of the classic Willie Nelson song, ‘Ain’t it funny how time
slips away?’ It certainly seems that it was only yesterday when, at
the prompting of the Chichester Observer and assorted voices from
city folk, a public meeting was held in the Council Chamber to try
to do something about the loss of one of the city’s artistic gems, the
summer Festivities.
From that meeting, a voluntary committee was set up bringing
together representatives from across the city. Right from the start we
were determined that the festival should be open access, inclusive,
eclectic and firmly linked with the community – a festival by the city
and for the city, but featuring distinguished visiting performers.
Dame Patricia Routledge is the Festival Patron
Photo: Hattie Mills

Partnerships are key

Partnerships were the key to the festival. We have been delighted
to have had the support of the major city institutions, including the
Chichester Observer, the City Council, the Festival Theatre, Pallant House Gallery, Oxmarket Arts Centre, the
Novium and the Cathedral, together with firm commitment from the myriad arts groups that flourish in the
city – the orchestras, choirs, musical groups, artists, writers, drama groups and, of course, the many talented
individuals who call Chichester home.
Festival memories
Now, at the time of writing, we are putting together the sixth Festival
of Chichester, determined to make it bigger and better than ever – a
tough call given that the festival is already one of the largest and most
vibrant in the South. What have been the highlights so far for me? I recall
with much pleasure Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra’s magisterial
rendition of Sibelius’ Second Symphony in the Cathedral, Russian
maestro Victor Ryabchikov’s emotive piano playing, the thrilling sounds
of the Chichester Singers, poet and artist Frieda Hughes’ wonderful,
mind-blowing exhibition 400 Days in the North Transept, virtuoso jazz
pianist Zoe Rahman and former poet laureate Sir Andrew Motion
performing at Edes House, thrilling singing and fiddle playing from
folk queen Eliza Carthy in atmospheric St John’s Chapel and rock/pop
legends Paul Jones, Sophie Ellis Bextor and Georgie Fame delighting
Priory Park audiences. And no one present will easily forget last year’s
illuminating interview with Dame Patricia Routledge by festival chairman
Phil Hewitt. Since then, Dame Patricia has done us the honour of
becoming the very first Festival Patron, helping us promote our new
Friends scheme.
Anticipating the 2018 Festival

The Hanover Band at St John’s Chapel:
a popular Festival venue
Photo: The Hanover Band
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So, looking forwards, what does the 2018 Festival have in store? There
are some real treats in the pipeline, with the Hanover Band presenting
classic musical gems, top-class jazz with Arnie Sornogyi and Alan
Barnes playing the music of Charles Mingus, classical cabaret from
All That Malarkey, the music of the Beatles from ace musician Alex
Eberhardt and friends, the splendid Minerva Ensemble and the joyful
Ensemble Reza returning to St John’s. The much-loved Pergola Theatre
Keep up to date at www.chichestersociety.org.uk and on Twitter @chi_soc

International musicians from Kosmos
Ensemble will thrill with toe-tapping music
from the Balkans while a full week of world
and classical concerts featuring some brilliant
musicians will perform in the Amici Concerts
series at St Pancras Church. Exhibitions
include an exciting collection of works inspired
by Virginia Woolf at Pallant House Gallery
while New Park Cinema will feature a season
of Spiritual Cinema. We are absolutely
delighted that the celebrated author of Captain
Corelli’s Mandolin, Louis de Bernieres, will be
appearing at two events – to read his poetry at
this year’s Poetry & Jazz Café and to talk about
his books in the Vicars Hall. Chichester’s own
star author, Kate Mosse, will be in conversation
at Talks at Six.
Join us!
I do hope you will be able to join us this
summer between 16th June and 15th July for
another wonderful celebration of the arts.
Perhaps the best way to appreciate the scope
of our unique festival is to quote a poem by
a member of Chichester’s Open Mic Poetry
group, Christine Rowlands, who sums it all up
beautifully in a poem inspired by a previous
festival.

FESTIVAL FACTS

ALL THE FUN
OF THE FESTIVAL
I’ve heard Len’s tall tales in the tea room
And poetry and jazz at Edes House
I’ve seen She’koyakh letting rip at St Pancras
Each musician strangely resembling
His or her own instrument
The exuberant clarinettist slender in
Silver sequins and black top hat
The smiling violinist with a narrow waist
A rose in her hair
The double bassist, tall wide and whimsical
The Serbian singer
As broad and expansive
As his mighty accordion
There was the George Harrison
All Things Must Pass Orchestra
Ten musicians summoning
A thousand memories
There have been walks and talks
And explosive exhibitions
The drama of fracking
At the Minerva
And on a warm summer’s evening
At the Open Air Museum
In the midst of a film set in full swing
With knights on horseback, serfs and peasants
There were poets.
Now that’s what I call a festival.
Christine Rowlands

Dates 16 June – 15 July 2018
www.festivalofchichester.co.uk
Box office: Novium, 01243 816525
www.thenovium.org/boxoffice
Brochures+tickets from 19 April
Email: festivalchichester@gmail.com
Festival Friends: to become a Friend
and receive benefits such as early
booking, a posted brochure, festival
news and special events, email
festivalchichester@gmail.com
Subscription: £40 couple, £25 single.
We also welcome enquiries from
potential Festival Benefactors.

The Kosmos Ensemble play music from the Balkans
Photo: Pierre Marcar

Read earlier editions at www.chichestersociety.org.uk/past-newsletters/
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BRANDY HOLE COPSE HAS A 30TH ANNIVERSARY
Andrew Berriman celebrates, and invites readers to join in
‘We need to restore the glade at Willow Pond. Get the warming rays of the sun down to ground level, so that
the bluebell sheen can entrance us again. The path along the north of East Broyle Copse needs widening into
a ride. Such a shame that we haven’t coppiced the sweet chestnut for some years now; we must get that going
again. Wouldn’t it be great to help people with mobility issues by preparing a path: not cheap, though’.
An amazing place
Those are just some of the comments voiced regularly in recent
years at committee meetings of the Friends of Brandy Hole
Copse. I am its chairman. Our spirits have been willing and
our hearts, because we love the Copse. It’s such an amazing
place. That Iron Age bank and ditch known as the Chichester
Entrenchments. Those soft gravel pits where naughty smugglers
allegedly hid their brandy kegs and other contraband, back
in the day. Not to mention the weird assortment of anti-tank
roadblocks placed in the ditch in May 1940, when Britain was
threatened with invasion. And all that natural world, a veritable
cornucopia of flora and fauna… shrubs, mammals, birds,
butterflies, insects.

lovers of the natural world. So that’s where we
now are, this Spring, each Tuesday from 11am
to 2pm. The TCV van brings the equipment, the
billhooks, the handsaws, the loppers, the gloves,
the refreshments, the biscuits, even the thigh
waders for pond detritus clearance. We start each
session with some exercises, led by our excellent
TCV group leader Colette, who unfairly is young
and very active. She gets us loosened up, which is
distinctly challenging for us! It’s all good, though,
because the Copse is such an uplifting place.
Tending the bonfire, for the cut scrub, brings out
the Boy Scout in me. And I can wield my secateurs
with the best of them.

BRANDY HOLE COPSE
Come on Tuesdays!

11.00 am to 2.00 pm.
Fresh air and exercise, a chance to chat and
make friends. And contribute to preserving
Chichester’s first Local Nature Reserve.
Turn up, or for more info email

andrew.berriman@gmail.com

The Great Storm

So what’s the problem? Anno domini, plain and simple. The
heart may be strong, but the flesh is weak, and getting weaker,
especially the legs. We’re all getting older, more tired, rather
like the Copse. We all know what we want to do in the Copse,
but how to get it done? I’ve already done the ‘what’ bit, the
easy bit, by drafting a five-year Management Plan for the
Copse (2017/21), with an accompanying Work Schedule; it was
approved last January, 2017, no real problem, nothing controversial.

Willow Pond reflections

Money for our plans
The Copse’s ownership is shared between Chichester District Council and two local landowners. Back in
2016, Gareth Ryman, then an intern Environment Officer at the District Council, suggested that Green Gym
become involved. I had never heard of Green Gym, which is organised by The Conservation Volunteers
(TCV). At last, conversation about what was needed could become actual habitat conservation. It took about
six months to acquire funding. There are quite a few grant-awarding bodies out there. Tesco Bags of Help
was worth doing last February. The bid to the WSCC Community Initiative Fund was successful last April. The
main grant was from ‘Awards for All’ which
is the younger sibling of the Heritage Lottery
Fund, making grants of up to £10,000. It was
secured for us by TCV. As for the Council’s
Community Infrastructure Levy grant, that
wasn’t to be sneezed at either. Sorry to bore
you with all these ‘alphabet agencies’ but it
makes the point that charitable community
groups such as ours can access them, given
a fair bit of time and effort.

The Copse is so local, so near the centre of Chi.
It’s just 15 acres (6 hectares) of coppiced sweet
chestnut, and oak standards. It was created in the
wake of the Great Storm in October 1987. After
the Council had cleared away most of the large
fallen trees, a volunteer group was established in
1988 to manage the Copse, on behalf of the District
Council. Its first Chairman was Jim Ayling, who
sadly died last December. With Jim’s determined
approached over more than a decade, scrub was
cleared and new trees planted, hedge fencing
laid around the Copse’s perimeter on Brandy Hole
Lane, flights of steps created, ponds dug, bird
and bat boxes places in trees. In 2001 the Copse
became the first designated Local Nature Reserve
in the Chichester area. It has since won various
awards for its contribution to the local environment.

Remembering Jim Ayling
In many ways it is Jim Ayling’s legacy that is being
perpetuated by the Green Gym. We will be placing
a new rustic bench in Jim’s memory. 2018 will be
the Copse’s 30th anniversary. There is still much to
be done. Green Gym is keen to encourage more
volunteers, young and old, to join. The more the
merrier. It’s good for you, both for your physical and
mental health, but not too demanding, with plenty
of time to stand and chat. Do come along and sign
up. And if you’d also like to become a Friend of
the Copse, at the bargain cost of £5 per year, that
would be the icing on our cake. See you soon at the
Copse!
All photos by Andrew Berriman

Green Gym on Tuesdays!

Winter snow in the Copse
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To what use would these funds be put, once
Green Gym sessions began in the late
autumn, 2017? Recruiting and equipping
volunteers to work in the Copse on a regular
basis, to manage and refresh its habitats, by
creating some glades and rides, by assisting
with coppicing, by making the Copse more
accessible and welcoming to everyone
- dogwalkers, children, grandparents,
Keep up to date at www.chichestersociety.org.uk and on Twitter @chi_soc

Green Gym in action

Read earlier editions at www.chichestersociety.org.uk/past-newsletters/
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CITY BAND SEEKS A BASE IN CHICHESTER
Can a political solution fix this, asks Band Chairman
Howard Smith
The Chichester City Band is 121 years old this year, making it one of the oldest music ensembles in the city.
The band gives regular appearances at concerts, fêtes, galas and a whole range of events – including
playing at the annual Remembrance Sunday service in Litten Gardens. On five occasions the band has
represented the City at the National Brass Band Championships of Great Britain; this included playing at the
Royal Albert Hall in 2000.
At present, the band has three ensembles: a Senior
Contest band; a Community Brass group for less
experienced musicians, including promising
younger players, and lastly, an Elementary Brass
group, formed two years ago with fifteen very keen
youngsters who meet at the Graylingwell Lodge.
Chichester City Band gives two concerts a year,
where all three groups demonstrate their ability
and progress. Patrons of the band receive tickets to
these concerts in recognition of their support.
The band is entirely self-financing; players pay a
membership fee but otherwise all income derives
from paid engagements and the generosity of its
patrons, public collections and the occasional
prize money. It costs £14,000 annually to run the
band.

Future Hopes
In 2015, we published Project 2020: a clear vision
for the future of the Chichester City Band which
was copied to all local councillors. This set out the
band’s goals, in particular: securing sponsorship
from local businesses (250 copies of Project 2020
were distributed in the area); starting a training
band; and, most importantly, finding a secure
home.
In 2016, we formed a partnership with the new
Chichester Free school to supply children in the
junior school with instruments, and to coordinate
brass tuition in the school. The aim of this
partnership is to support local music education,
while producing players who will, hopefully, fill the
ranks of the band in the future.

Chichester City Band appears at events throughout the year

A Permanent Base
Sadly, not all is well with the organisation. After 121
years the City band does not have – and never has
had! – a secure home where it can meet regularly
and store its library and instruments. Since I rejoined the band in 2010 our Chichester City Band
has held its regular weekly rehearsals at seven
different venues in Bognor Regis, regrettably never
once in Chichester. I don’t think it overstates the case
to say this situation is undeserved and reflects badly
on Chichester as a whole. These circumstances
have hindered the band from achieving its full
potential, and will continue to do so.
What Local Support?
Any voluntary organisation requires support from the
different elements that make up the local community
– including local government. Our City Council
became a sponsor in 2016. We do, however, have to
address all elements that make up our community,
be they private individuals or an institution. I will give
you a flavour…
• The Chichester BID team invite us to play at the
‘Xmas lights switch-on’ event, for which we receive
around £200; but BID prevent us from carolling to
raise funds on the first two Saturdays of December
because this conflicts with the Christmas market
– although we had successfully played during the
market for some years. Missing out on these two
busy weekends costs us somewhere in the region of
£700 in lost income.
• Chichester Festival Theatre: we used to play at the
opening night of the theatre season in May – but not
anymore. But the band provided musicians for the
production ‘Brassed Off’ in 1999.
• Local Businesses: earlier, I alluded to our Project
2020 document in which we invited businesses to
support the band. Not a single business has taken
us up on the offer (so far).
• Local Venues: it is over ten years since we were
asked to play a formal concert in the Cathedral,
although we have returned to play at the Flower
Festival in the last couple of years.

The power of brass!
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Training the next generation is essential
All photos with thanks to Chichester City Band

• We have never had a single engagement from
Goodwood in living memory; not what I would call
‘Glorious’…
You may get the picture? The band needs support
from the local community in all its many forms.
Long term security of residence
The most pressing issue is the lack of a band room
or long-term and secure residency at a community
hall. In 1986 the District Council voted on providing
the City band with a venue on the Cattle Market
site. The ballot was lost by one vote. Another thirtytwo years have elapsed since, and we are no more
secure - and guess where we rehearse? South
Bersted Church Hall and the Regis Centre in Bognor
Regis! I have been amazed at the indifference
and protestations of helplessness from district
councillors. Was this the same apathy that saw
around £7 million spent on a new museum?
Chichester City Band has been in continuous
existence for over 120 years and will hopefully thrive
in the future. It remains to be seen, however, if this
happens because of the support it receives or…
despite it! Really, it is up to us all to help find a longterm binding solution.
A copy of our Project 2020 document can be
downloaded from the Band’s web site at
www.chichestercityband.co.uk
Readers wanting to help or sponsor the band in
any way are invited to email
chichestercityband@gmail.com

Read earlier editions at www.chichestersociety.org.uk/past-newsletters/
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SUMMERSDALE DATES TO THE 13TH CENTURY
Catherine Tite, who grew up here, looks at
Summersdale’s growth

were completed by Frederick Hill by 1911. A new hotel was
proposed on the corner of The Drive and Fordwater Lane
but never built. Its design included 11 bedrooms, billiard
and coffee rooms, but only three indoor lavatories!

Residents of leafy Summersdale can thank local entrepreneur Charles Stride for beginning to realise his vision
of a spacious and healthy neighbourhood just over a century ago. But this story begins several centuries earlier
when this area was known as Soumerlei, or summer meadow, in the 13th century and owned by one William
Fitz Alan. By the 17th century ownership had transferred to the Bishop of Chichester. A tithe map of 1846 shows
Summersdale Farm had 129 acres, and gave its name to Summersdale House on The Drive.

Captain Richard Fenn opened a school in 1912
at Inglenook in Highland Road. It later moved to
Summersdale Lodge in The Drive, but after World War 2
moved again to Oakwood House near Sennicotts, where it
was renamed as Oakwood School.

Buying a farm for £8,000

When Warren Farm was divided up in the 1920s, some of
the land was used to develop large houses with generous
grounds in Brandy Hole Lane and Lavant Road. By the
late 1920’s there were houses as far as Warren Lodge,
with farmland to the north. Development continued
during the 1930s along Brandy Hole Lane and beyond
the city boundary. Sunnymead Poultry Farm on Lavant
Road is recalled by a bungalow named Sunnymead; the
Summersdale filling station was the final development to
the north.

Summersdale’s modern expansion starts with Charles Stride, a local auctioneer who bought Summersdale
Farm for £8,000 in 1894. At that time Chichester had few buildings north of Somerstown and its infirmary
that dates from 1826 - only the Roussillon Army Barracks, Bishop Otter College, an asylum at Graylingwell,
and some pubs; otherwise it was mostly fields. Charles Stride’s vision was for a planned residential estate,
developed around existing lanes and field boundaries. His business model, to use a modern term, was
to sell plots to builders. But he also let newly-built houses, offering tenants the chance to buy after 20 years.
How this new development was promoted can be understood from the Bognor Observer which advertised
Summersdale in 1901 as a ‘dry and healthy location’ with gas, water, low rates and a new penny bus service,
run from Stride and Son’s East Street office. Development stretched along roads whose names we know today.
The Broadway had 14 pairs of neat semi-detached houses in 1901 named after Boer War events. 2 Burgoyne
Villas was the post office, with 6 collections daily by 1912. A new post office and shop was built around 1920.
Household occupations in these streets included grooms/jockeys, plasterers, Graylingwell workers, army or
navy men, schoolteachers, farm and woodland labourers, dressmakers, policemen and workers in shops and
the building trades.
Woodland Place was built by Charles Stride 1905
next to Hacketts Rew, its grounds becoming Rew
Lane in the 1950s, using the Sussex word for a
hollow way. He negotiated with the Goodwood
estate to purchase land south of Snakes Lane,
now Hunters Race, together with a 3 acre triangle
east of Lavant Road. By 1913 this land was used
for a siding from the Chichester-Midhurst railway.

A new school

War in Summersdale

Lavant Road today, the trees mature

During World War II Canadian troops were based at
Photo: Summersdale Residents Association
Summersdale in preparation for the Allied Normandy
landings. Fleets of DUKW amphibious vehicles, affectionately knowns ‘ducks,’ were hidden below
Summersdale’s chestnut tree canopy. Local gravel pits were levelled by the Army, leaving just two small
heaps of spoil planted with trees, still visible in the Harberton Crescent area.
Preserving Summersdale’s charm today
Summersdale has extended to the west and east since the 1970s driven by the need for housing, but it has
mostly retained a semi-rural level of planting and design. The Summersdale Neighbourhood Character
Appraisal was published by the Residents Association and Chichester City Council in 2008; it provides
an excellent record and impetus to conserve and improve this attractive neighbourhood. A copy can be
downloaded from the City Council’s website.

A new golf course
A 9-hole golf course complete with clubhouse
was created north of Summersdale Farm in
1904, designed by James Braid who was also
responsible for the course at Goodwood. Stride’s
son Fred was club secretary for the 100 plus
members. The club was restarted after the
Great War but closed in the late 1920s.
By 1908 a few large houses on the newly named
Lavant Road included Chilworth, which was
occupied by a succession of doctors and today
is the Lavant Road Surgery. Hallgarth was the
home of solicitor E.B.Wannop while Herondean,
developed as a modern block of flats, was
occupied from 1921 by Walter Stride, who
became Mayor of Chichester in 1937.
The Avenue had a street party in 2012 and celebrated the 60th
anniversary of the Queen’s Accession
Photo: Summersdale Residents Association
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The Avenue was designed for the families of
doctors, solicitors and officers of the armed
forces. Thirteen large villas on the north side

Keep up to date at www.chichestersociety.org.uk and on Twitter @chi_soc

Summersdale Road in the 1920s.

Read earlier editions at www.chichestersociety.org.uk/past-newsletters/

Photo: WSCC Record Office
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CENTURION WAY THREATENED BY DEVELOPERS
John Grimshaw revisits after 22 years and is dismayed
but also hopeful
It was a bright sunny day when we all cycled up to West Dean. I was so pleased to see how well the path was
looking 22 years after its construction, so pleased that it was well used and well cared for, and so grateful for
the invitation to come back to visit it again and to help put forward positive proposals which would cement
the Centurion Way’s place at the heart of this expanding city, central to its transport plans.
The threat
The Centurion Greenway from West Dean is under
threat at its most sensitive point - the connection to
Westgate at the entrance to Chichester. Developers
of Whitehouse Farm have planned their new road
to provide a direct route for motorists towards the
City Centre. But this will simultaneously degrade
the one high-quality cycling route in the area
through diversions onto roadside pavements
and light controlled crossings. The outcome will
be more cars and vehicular traffic and fewer
pedestrians and cyclists. This is the very opposite
of what the community would prefer to see.
When the Friends of Centurion Way asked me to
meet up with them on the route I accepted with
alacrity. I have designed and built dozens and
dozens of cycling routes over the years and there
is not one where I don’t hope to see extensions,
enhancements, links and connections, all with the
aim of further popularising everyday cycling and
walking.
Care and attention
So much effort went into designing and creating
this route. Every detail was the subject of debate

and decision, of planning applications and
contractor’s notes. In this case we had the positive
support of Jeff Lander from the County Council, and
local civil engineer Brian Griggs, to oversee the
works. Some readers will remember the branch
line to the sand and gravel pits at Hunters Race
that stayed in service to 1991, long after the rest of
the branch through to Midhurst was shut following
the collapse of a bridge near Cocking in 1951.
A great deal of care went into its construction in
1995 which involved a lot of heavy equipment (see
photo). We negotiated with Tarmac, owners of the
gravel pits, to pay for restoration that included
Roman/Celtic landscaping, clearly visible on
Google Earth. We also persuaded David Kemp,
a sculptor from Cornwall, to make the survey
chain gang from recycled scrap; his artwork
marks out the site of old wagon loading bays
and is a crossing point for the Roman road out
of Chichester. The same care can be seen with
the welcome extension from Mid Lavant to West
Dean, which now provides a more complete route
for local people to reach into the South Downs
National Park.

Only connect!
Strangely I don’t really mind if the Centurion Way
is changed and rebuilt – provided that it is for the
better, extends towards the City Centre as a traffic
free greenway that is landscaped and planted. Most
crucially, Centurion Way must be connected to provide
such a direct and attractive route that new residents will
see cycling to school, to the Station and the City Centre
as the most natural and easy way to travel in Chichester.
Challenging the developers
I applaud the Friends of Centurion Way for challenging
the Whitehouse Farm developers. What do they know
about the area and the history of Centurion Way? Why
could they not be grateful that their planned housing
had such a useful resource as its boundary? Why could
they not strive to take every advantage of it? But no,
they plan to drive their new road right through it; and
to trade off a section of Centurion Way to gain access
to land owned by Bishop Luffa School for yet more
housing. Can you be surprised at the community’s
upset? Let’s hope the authorities and developers make
the most of what we have built.
John Grimshaw set up cycling charity Sustrans and the
National Cycle Routes scheme in 1977. He stepped down
after 30 years in 2008 and today is Honorary Engineer
and Trustee of Greenways and Cycleroutes Limited,
which is involved with walking and cycling issues.

WILL YOU JOIN
THE FRIENDS OF
CENTURION WAY?
Asks Chichester resident,
Hannah Moxom
We want to preserve the path for future
generations of residents and visitors to
travel sustainably and safely, honouring
the original design by John Grimshaw
and making the most of this very
important part of Chichester.
If you use Centurion Way for walking,
cycling, running, dog-walking or
commuting you should join the Friends!
To find out more or to make a donation
• visit the Friends website
www.centurionway.org.uk
• email sarah.ccc13@gmail.com
• contact pledgefunds@centurionway.org.uk

Staff and volunteers
from Sustrans in 2001
are, from left, Brian
Griggs, Mark Strong
and Liz Beth. Artworks
are frequently
commissioned by
Sustrans when
designing its
pathways. This arch,
next to Bishop Luffa
School, was designed
and made by Richard
Farrington. But it
collapsed a few
months ago and is
now stored at the
County Council’s
Drayton depot
awaiting repair.
Photo: John Grimshaw
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Centurion Way’s southern section was built 1995-6. Houses facing onto Newlands Lane can be seen in the distance Photo: John Grimshaw
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Page 15

ISSUE NUMBER 196 - MARCH 2018

ISSUE NUMBER 196 - MARCH 2018

LAVANT’S PLAN WAS HARD WORK!
But worth it, writes Robert Newman who was closely involved
As the returning officer announced to a packed room, at 10:30pm on the 18 July 2017, that 84% of those voting
had supported our Neighbourhood Plan, I reflected how long a journey we had been on. The first official date
was the 14 March 2013. This was when, under the Localism Act 2011, the area for our Plan was established
as Lavant Parish. After a bit of a false start a group of Parishioners formed a Steering Group in September
2013 to drive our project to a conclusion. As with all such groups the situation evolved, with some members
already known to each other while others were new to the village; and varied skills had to emerge – who was
best equipped to do what. We are not the Parish Council. In fact only two members were Councillors but by
the end this had risen to five, as Steering Group members agreed to serve on the Parish Council. Early on a
small army (platoon actually) of helpers was formed who undertook the very critical role of communicating
with everyone in the village.
How many new homes?
Our task was harder and took longer than many
other villages like us. Because we had to work out
how much new housing was needed in Lavant:
technically speaking, to estimate our housing
allocation. Being mainly in the National Park
we had relied on the Park Authority for housing
estimates but at that time they had not published
any figures. We decided to reject NIMBYism
and work out what the village actually needed.
Help came from the District Council’s housing
department who advised us on completing a
detailed survey; we concluded that Lavant needs
75 new dwellings over 15 years.
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As we worked our way through site selection, a
whole load of other important issues were raised
and worked on by the Steering Group. To illustrate:
new footpaths, parking, protecting key views,
establishing green and community spaces, the
settlement boundary (an easily misunderstood
term). We also considered local heritage assets,
flooding, protecting our biodiversity, ‘dark skies’
policies, renewable energy; we set down design
principles for the appearance of new housing;
and thought about local employment. All of these
subjects were fully investigated, reviewed and
policies developed.

A TIMELINE FOR THE
LAVANT PLAN
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Plan preparation		
Resident consultation
Plan draft to CDC		
Plan ‘Examination’		
The ‘Referendum’		
Plan approval (‘made’)

Mar 2013 - Mar 2016
Mar - Apr 2016
Jan - Feb 2017
Feb 2017
July 2017
Aug 2017

Traffic is the big issue

And where to build?
This of course leads to the heart of the
Neighbourhood Plan: where to build? Sites were
brought forward in many ways by locals, land
owners, the Steering Group and by advertising.

or withdrawn by owners; one turned out not to
be owned by the individual offering the site! At
each stage of this long process residents had
the opportunity to get involved by going to public
events we arranged.

Centurion Way passes Lavant and through this short tunnel
under the A286 at West Dean Photo: Greg Dorey

A very successful day was held when Parishioners
where encouraged to walk around the Parish and
make comments on potential sites: we called this
Beating the Bounds. It wasn’t a trivial exercise
and required a great deal of hard work and
consultation, all recorded in fine detail.
Some sites proved impractical,
others were roundly rejected
by Parishioners,

Keep up to date at www.chichestersociety.org.uk and on Twitter @chi_soc

Our consultations showed one outstanding subject
to be very strongly expressed: the need for traffic
management (mainly speed, but also volume)
through the village. Many residents think this is a
more prominent matter than housing. Supporters
for this view pushed for a bypass round the village
- the A286, not the other one! Roads and traffic,
however, fall outside the scope of a Neighbourhood
Plan. But we asked a top traffic consultant to come
to Lavant, prepare a proposal and present it to a
public meeting - which was very well attended. We
hope that over time these ideas will be introduced.
Each one of the identified development sites had
complex issues to be worked through with the
Park Authority; and we all learned to really respect
their professionalism, patience and enthusiasm
for the Neighbourhood Planning process. Yep, a
hard and long and at times rocky journey,
but we have done it, and produced a
very sound Plan that will protect
as well as serve our village
for the next 15
years.

The River Lavant in winter

Photo: Greg Dorey

Lavant’s green is at the heart of the
village and one of its glories. For information about cricket at Lavant visit
www.lavantcricketclub.org.uk
Photo: Joanna Rawnsley

Read earlier editions at www.chichestersociety.org.uk/past-newsletters/
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WEALD & DOWNLAND’S NEW VISITOR CENTRE
Gateway project mixes tradition with innovation says
former Museum & Project Director Richard Pailthorpe
Downton Abbey star and local resident Hugh Bonneville opened our brand new visitor centre in May 2017.
It was a momentous occasion marking the completion of a £5 million plus project. What a day! But what a
project! So let me take you back a few years when dreams were being defined in terms of bricks and mortar
- and a lot of wood.
It is nearly 50 years since the Museum first opened to the public. Back then, everything was small-scale:
admission tickets were sold from trestle tables and parking was a challenge, especially on busy days,
with cars parked in front of the millpond and amongst buildings. But visitor numbers kept growing with
requirements for shopping, catering and ‘facilities’. In the 1970s a shop was established in a 17th century
brick building rescued from mid-Lavant, re-erected adjacent to the Market Square. In the early 1980s
demand grew for a café - picnic areas alone weren’t sufficient.
A new entrance in 1995
At the same time various schemes and ideas
had been floated to provide a combined visitor
entrance and retail area, one which would
match the Museum’s growing reputation. A
solution arrived courtesy of the Channel Tunnel
Authority: we were offered Longport Farmhouse
from Newington in Kent. Opened in 1995, it has
been the Museum’s main point of entry, shop
and administrative hub. Seven years later we
completed the much-admired Gridshell building in
2002 to house the Museum’s expanding collection
of artefacts and to provide workshop facilities.
Our attention turned to upgrading the Museum’s
visitor facilities which didn’t meet 21st century
standards and expectations. Years of feasibility
studies followed. We also had discussions with

the Edward James Foundation, the Museum’s
landlord, and also with local planning authorities
which from April 2010 included the South Downs
National Park Authority. It has taken years to find
a solution and several sites were considered. At
one time a favoured option was to move the car
park and visitor entrance alongside the meadow
looking towards West Dean, but with a café by
the millpond. Our dreams now had a name: the
Gateway - which was inspired by the National
Park’s vision to create “gateways” to the Park
through existing heritage attractions.
Finance
Apart from the complexities of deciding on
locations and designs, the biggest challenge
facing this project was finance. The only realistic
option was to approach the Heritage Lottery Fund
(HLF), who had previously
supported the famous
Gridshell building. Early
negotiations with the HLF
were successful. Our
Stage 1 Bid was approved
and we were able to
continue to the second
stage by drawing up
detailed proposals. At the
end of 2014 the Museum
received marvellous news:
we had been awarded
£4 million by the HLF
towards an estimated
£5.5 million total. A lot
more fundraising was
needed but campaigning
was successful and the
Museum is grateful for
all the financial support
received.

Inspired by a Wealden farmstead

The Benson gallery with displays of farming
and forestry tools and equipment

We decided to locate the Gateway ‘clusters’
(main entrance, shop, interpretation galleries and
catering facilities) to the east of the millpond by
the existing Museum entrance. ABIR architects of
Hove won the commission with a design influenced
by a Wealden farmstead layout. It has two main
anchor buildings either side of a courtyard opening
up stunning views across the millpond. Planning
consent was granted in May 2015 and work soon
began on preparing the site.
Gateway is unusual
It was always our intention to combine the best of
contemporary design with sustainable construction
and traditional materials. Local woodsmen Ben Law
from Lodsworth and Justin Owen from Haslemere
were part of the construction team. Their challenge
was to produce 60,000 handmade sweet chestnut
shingles for the roofs, thought to be the two largest
of this type in England. Green Oak Carpentry from
Liphook made the oak frames clad with sweet
chestnut boarding. Tradition is combined with
innovation by using Cross Laminated Timber from
Austria for the internal wall panels. This is a popular
modern construction method and reflects the
Museum’s determination to use contemporary as
well as traditional methods.
The project offered a rare opportunity to carry
out essential repairs to the millpond which had a
serious leak. The site has no natural water course
running through it because the Lavant is on the
opposite side of the valley, alongside the A286.
For this reason a pond was created during the

Museum’s early years to operate the mill. It was
drained and re-landscaped, including removal of
the island, giving vistas across the site.
The Gateway is for all seasons
Building began in March 2016 with Pilbeam
Construction as the principal contractor. Completing
the Gateway on time in just 12 months meant we
could proceed with our planned opening in May
2017. Gateway has provided an exciting future for
the museum: catering and retail facilities satisfy a
long-felt need, but it’s the interpretation galleries
that tell of the museum’s diverse work: building
history, farming and forestry but also social history,
ecology and the South Downs National Park. The
Gateway project enables the Weald and Downland
Museum to welcome visitors throughout the year.
The wattle and daub cafe from the millpond.
All photos by Richard Pailthorpe

The galleries with shop and
reception building in background.
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YOUR LOCAL
MUSEUM

Easter

New for 2018:

• Georgian dairy
• Victorian bakehouse
• Late 19th century barn and stable

BUNNY TRIPS

Upcoming events:

Springtime down the canal. Fun for everyone
and a Bunny for the children! £10 per person

•
•
•
•

FROM SATURDAY 24TH MARCH

Annual Membership

Departures: 1030 – 1300 - 1530
Booking essential Online: from Mon 5 Feb
Phone: 01243 771363 from Wed 7 Feb

Visit the Museum for a whole year, including major events.

Joins as a volunteer
Come and join our friendly team – full training is provided.

www.chichestercanal.org.uk

www.wealddown.co.uk

CHISOC
MEMBER EVENTS

THREAT TO POPULAR WHYKE PUB
To buy or not to
buy is the stark
choice facing
supporters of
Muchos Nachos,
formerly The
Crown, on Whyke
Road. This pubrestaurant is for
sale and residents
may be able to buy
and preserve it for
the community.

NATURES WAY FOODS

Bognor Road, Drayton, PO20 1NW
Thursday 31 May 2018 at 9.30 am
No charge. Wear practical clothing.
To reserve your place
contact Bob Wiggins at
Treasurer@chichestersociety.org.uk

CHICHESTER STONEWORKS

at 14 Terminus Road, Chichester
PO19 8TX A behind the scenes tour.
Tuesday 5 June 2018 at 10.30 am
No charge. Practical clothing for an
industrial site.
Reserve your place via John Wichers
at john@wichers.plus.com

THE CHICHESTER SOCIETY
Founder: David Goodman
Patron: The Mayor of Chichester
Vice President: Joy Crawshaw
Vice Chairman: Bill Sharp
Secretary: Anthony Quail
Treasurer: Bob Wiggins

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Andrew Bain, Anna Bloomfield, Richard
Childs, Rodney Chambers, Danielle
Charbonneau, Greg Dorey, Roger
Hobbs, Christopher Mead-Briggs, Cedric
Mitchell, Trevor Redman, Grace Taylor,
John Templeton and John Wichers.
Submissions to:
newsletter@chichestersociety.org.uk
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Mothering Sunday 11 March
Easter Celebrations 30 March-2 April
Rural Life Weekend: Springtime 14-15 April
Food Festival 5-7 May

Otherwise the likely outcome will be conversion to flats and newbuild housing in the car park.
Contact Sarah Sharp at sarah.ccc13@gmail.com to help.
MEMBERSHIP
Single membership: £8 by standing
order or £11 by cheque payable to the
Chichester Society.
Joint membership: £12 by standing order
or £15 by cheque.
Life membership (60 years and over):
£120 single and £160 joint.
Under 18 years: £4.
Corporate membership: £100 (one-off).
Applications for membership and
annual subscriptions to the Membership
Secretary, John Wichers
at 1 St Martin’s Square Chichester PO19
1NW. Tel: (01243) 778976.
Email: john@wichers.plus.com
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Society necessarily subscribes to
our contributors’ views. The right
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