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OUR VISION FOR THE CITY

What makes Chichester so special and so what
are we fighting to save?

On January 14th the Society had an opportunity to
present its own views on the City Council’s Town
Plan and Vision for the City at a joint meeting
arranged with the Mayor, as follows. We were very
pleased that one of our own Committee members,
Dr. Alan Russell, chaired the Town Plan Working
Group which developed the Plan.

- Its rich historic past; stretching back to Roman
times, yet still a living part of the city, from the
surrounding walls to the cathedral at the centre.

Our approach to the Plan and to setting out our own
ideas for a Vision for the City takes the form of seeking answers to five key questions. These questions
will recur year after year and the answers to all but
the first will change with new circumstances.
1. What do we wish to retain that makes
Chichester so special?
2. What are the present shortcomings?
3. What external forces should we try to resist or
to guide into less harmful channels?
4. What could enhance the City and enable it to
resist external forces more effectively?
5. What is the right framework for deciding
whether to welcome, modify or fight new developments?

- Its human scale; big enough to provide endless
interest, small and compact enough to put every
amenity in reach.
- Its variety; from the ancient City Cross four broad
streets radiate, quartering the city, in dramatic
contrast to the narrow lanes behind.
- Its exceptional attractions; a renowned theatre, an
art gallery of national repute, a wide range of
musical, cultural and sports activities, a lavish
endowment of trees and parks, and surrounding
countryside of great beauty.
- Its modest size, as further major expansion would
threaten the city's uniqueness and make it overcrowded, and reduce the quiet enjoyment of its
desirable features.
But against this we must set some shortcomings
- Some ugly buildings, for example Metro House and
the infamous Chichester Gate.

Chichester
old and new
Left: a quiet
corner of the
Close
Right: traffic in
front of Metro
House
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- The growing traffic, creating worsening parking
problems and congestion extending through more of
the working day. It is further Metro House & traffic
aggravated by those wretched level crossing delays;
by expensive bus fares; and by the A27 roundabout
bottlenecks.
- Shoppers and visitors can find it hard to park.
- Too much freedom for the car within the City
Walls and too little for the pedestrian and cyclist.
- Shortages of some facilities such as hotels and
leisure facilities for young people.
- Some shortfalls in Council services. We would like
more safe, linked cycle ways; an improved
pedestrianised area; with less excessive street signage and better surfaces; and some quality loos.
- The loss of some varied, independent shops.
- A shortage of modestly priced housing
What are the external forces that we are facing?

What could enhance the City?
- We welcome some things which are already
planned. These include the expansion of Art
facilities with Pallant House, continuing County and
District support for the Festival Theatre and our
position as an academic centre enhanced by
university status.
- We welcome the City proposals which will help
preserve the best of the city, including improved
maintenance of parks and gardens, open spaces and
roundabouts and more pedestrian-only streets within
the City Walls (for example The Pallants), and parts
of West Street and North Street.
- We have some differences of emphasis and detail
on transport. Thus, we support easier public transport, walking and cycling. But in addition we want
more subsidy for bus fares, a full cycle network with
pavements widened as necessary for dual use, and
safety measures where pedestrians have to cross
busy roads.

We are all conservationists now. No council now
threatens as it did in the past to demolish a segment
of the inner city, nor to build a dual carriageway
along Orchard Street. The threats now are different.

- We want more support for the proposed A27
improvements (making the Level Crossings Problem
less relevant). and the linked park and ride schemes.

We identify five big threats to our future.

- We do not want additional decking at Northgate
and Market car parks but the sizeable County
Council car park should become largely a public car
park to provide adequate parking spaces for shoppers
and tourists, who would also be encouraged by setting car park charges at a level to discourage all-day
parking by commuters.

- The massive scale of present and proposed housing
development. The Government plans about 500
homes a year for Chichester District in the period to
2016. Most are likely to be in and around the city.
Beyond 2016 the rate may be higher.

- We support a Transport Hub at the station.

- The growth of motor traffic. The current rate of 3%
a year will probably increase even faster with all the
proposed housing development, creating growing
jams and tensions over finding parking places.
- The keenness of public bodies to stimulate even
more economic growth and employment. Yet unemployment here is only 1.1%. Faster growth will
overheat the local economy and drive up traffic
congestion, demand for housing, and pressure on
schools and hospitals.
- The threat from further gravel extraction. Plans
exist for sites on all sides of Chichester, implying
more lorry traffic and more congestion. .
- Lastly, the threat from the “evening economy".
This includes drinking, nightclubbing and other
noisy activities which could upset residents’ quiet
enjoyment unless strictly controlled. We fear new
licences under the latest Licensing Act will
aggravate the problems associated with excessive
alcohol consumption.
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New road built for Graylingwell development
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We want to see reduced car access within the walls,
limited to deliveries, residents and car park users.
The sections in the Plan dealing with development
rightly accord priority to brownfield sites but we
think more housing should go to large villages
nearby and to small towns north of the Downs.
What is the right framework for deciding
whether to welcome, modify or fight new
developments?
In practice the options boil down to two, either to expand Chichester into a commercial and retail centre
with new business parks and shopping malls, or to
retain Chichester as a large market town serving the
local rural population and industries, an administration and service centre with diverse services and a
range of shops, while also developing its present role
as a centre for Arts, Culture, Leisure and Tourism.
Most people replying to the questionnaire including
Chisoc said ‘No’ to the first option: ‘Massive Retail

and Commercial Expansion’. Chichester is already a
large market town and its present size is the
maximum that it should be; any bigger and its
essential qualities will be threatened. There is very
little development potential remaining within the
walls apart from the car parks: and we do not want to
lose those! Even outside the walls, the only large
areas left for redevelopment are the bus station, bus
garage and the nearby sorting depot, the Barracks
and Graylingwell.
Conclusions
We would prefer the City and adjacent villages to
remain much as they are now in size. But if we cannot stop housing growth, then it should be shared
among neighbouring communities and not simply
added to the City’s sprawl.
We also need comprehensive policies which reduce
dependence on the car by offering good bus, cycling
and walking facilities.
Tony Dignum

WHEELIE BINS
Love them or hate them, wheelie bins are now a part of the Chichester scene.
The Society expressed forebodings about the disfigurement of streets as less
environmentally-inclined residents might be inclined to leave these intrusive
objects about.
So it’s time for a progress report. I am pleased to say that within the walls,
bins are nearly all tucked away out of sight except for collection day. It is
ironic though, that the conspicuous ones that I did find, in Little London, are
next to a 1986 Heritage Award building!
A Heritage Award in Little London from 1986 (right)
- but what awards for bins there in 2006? (far right).
Scene in Cavendish Street (below); and on the corner of Orchard Street 24/7! (below right)

Outside the Walls, anything goes, particularly
in some streets of terraced houses. The picture
is of Cavendish Street, but it could have been
taken in a number of places. Could any councillor who voted for the introduction of
wheelie bins hold their hands up and say that
they are happy for this situation in Cavendish
Street? And in Orchard Street, on a corner
where schoolchildren come and go, bins are
left on the pavement all day, every day!
David Wilson
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Welcome to Chichester! The Eastern Gateway

A VISION FOR PORTFIELD
The Portfield shopping centre is unworthy of Chichester. The buildings are undistinguished, the area totally unplanned. Individual shops stand in acres of
car park. Getting from one to another often means
getting into a car and braving a maze of roads and
roundabouts. There is no convenient access to the
old town without again getting into a car. Amazingly
there is no mention of the site in the major strategic
planning exercise currently being undertaken - the
Local Development Framework.
Over the last 25 years Chichester has changed radically as two out of town shopping sites (Portfield
and Tesco) have sprung up in addition to the historic
centre. The centres have their own specialities. Food,
hardware and white goods mean a trip to Portfield.
Banking, fashion and restaurants mean a trip to the
historic centre. This article does not consider Tesco
which is a separate case.
Portfield has grown up apparently in an almost totally unplanned ad hoc fashion. Major roads divide
the site, and stores are dotted around more or less at
random. Their individual design quality is not good.
Further development seems likely as more stores are
built to the north of Homebase and ‘park and ride’ is
under consideration.

What is desperately needed is a strategic plan for
this area eventually leading to the development of
a well designed shopping village with a park and
ride facility linking it to the historic centre.
The village would of course be modern but coherently designed and landscaped – perhaps something
on the lines of Gunwharf Quays in Portsmouth. The
park and ride facility would enable people to drive to
Portfield and do their supermarket shopping before
hopping onto the town centre bus and spending time
there doing further shopping, having lunch, visiting
the bank, buying a book etc before returning to the
park and ride. A similar arrangement in Canterbury
has proved most successful.
A free bus could shuttle to and fro down St Pancras
between the new shopping village and the old town
in less than fifteen minutes for the round trip. One
bus would be adequate — two would provide an excellent service at peak times.
This vision need not be unduly expensive. The existing stores are relatively cheap, short-life buildings.
With a master plan they can be re-sited when their
working life is done and also rebuilt in a more coherent style. Park and ride is already being considered
and simply needs integration into the overall scheme.
Producing the master plan is the responsibility of the

Join the Volunteers at

PALLANT HOUSE
GALLERY
Modern Art in the South
The opening of the House and
New Wing combined is
anticipated in Spring 2006
More Volunteer Room
Stewards will be needed
Please contact Reception at the
Gallery for application form on
01243 774557 or e-mail
reception@pallant.org.uk
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THE ORGANIC
FARM SHOP
Matthews Hanton Ltd
Chartered Certified Accountants
& Registered Auditors

The Buttermarket
North Street
Chichester

ACCOUNTANCY, AUDITING
and TAXATION
BUSINESS PLANS and
START-UP SCHEMES
A FULL RANGE OF FINANCIAL
and BUSINESS SERVICES

LOCAL GOODWOOD
ORGANIC MEAT,
VEGETABLES, DAIRY
PRODUCE and DRY GOODS

SUDLEY CHAMBERS, 8 SUDLEY RD.,
BOGNOR REGIS

6 days a week, 9-00am to 5-00pm
01243 532005

Telephone (01243) 861521
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District Council which is the local planning authority. They seem to see their role as being entirely reactive, saying ‘no’ to people’s planning applications.
Here’s a wonderful opportunity for them to be proactive and try to enable a real improvement in the town
plan of Chichester at relatively little expense.
Even the road movements could be changed at little
cost if traffic from the A27 were directed into Chichester via the old stretch of bypass dual carriageway
and Westhampnett Road. This would add a mile to
the road journey but that isn’t critical in a car and
would allow a large area of the site to be unified.
This is not to pre-empt the planners’ decisions but to
make the point that a great deal can be achieved
without spending a lot of money.
As a final touch the A27 between Tangmere and
Chichester should be landscaped to provide an attractive entrance to the city from the east. Burying

the electricity cables and planting trees would make
a real difference. The A27 to the west of Chichester
was excellently landscaped when the new road was
built; the redevelopment of Portfield should be the
trigger for similar work to the east. This would not
be the responsibility of the District but of the
County, which further emphasises the need for a
Portfield master plan to be integrated into the Local
Development Framework.
All three local authorities (City, District and County)
need to work together on this.. With commitment
and energy an unplanned and unattractive part of
Chichester can be converted into something much
more attractive and practical. At the same time the
eastern gateway can be greatly enhanced. Come on
District Planners - take the lead and come up with a
scheme worthy of Chichester!
Michael Woolley

The present style of buildings at Portfield
CHICHESTER SOCIETY

CHICHESTER SHIP CANAL
TRUST

OUR OPEN MEETING ON

‘Meet Father Christmas’

HOUSING

BOAT TRIPS

Have you remembered the 15th
March meeting ? See back page
for details of times, places and
speakers

Saturday 26th November to
Saturday 24th December
Several trips every day
Starting from the Canal Basin
FARE: £7.00 Adult or Child

Presents for children and
festive fare for everyone!
You will not be disappointed
Egremont is accessible to wheelchairs
Booking is absolutely essential:
Telephone Alison Slaney on:
01243 536933
From 9 am to 7 pm
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FROM CHICHESTER TO DRESDEN.

friend in Chichester for the rest of his life.

I am frequently asked where I live, and when I say
‘in Chichester,’ a good number of the more senior
generation will say ‘isn’t that where Bishop Bell
was?’ Well of course they are right, but they are surprised to learn how much his life and work are still
influencing Chichester today.

One of George Bell’s great interests was in the Arts,
and among those artists he helped and encouraged

Because I have a knowledge of German, I was asked
to become a guide to the Cathedral so that I could
guide some of our German speaking visitors. I soon
found that many of them were asking about our former Bishop, so I began to find out more for myself.
This has led to years of involvement in ecumenical
matters, mainly with the Church in Germany, and
with reconciliation, diocesan partnerships and, as a
Church of England Trustee of the Dresden Trust,
with the project of the rebuilding of the Frauenkirche, the huge Protestant church in Dresden.

Work by Feibusch in Chichester

The Frauenkirche, Dresden
Chichester’s Bishop George Bell, a former Dean of
Canterbury, held office from 1929 until 1958. He
played a central role in the formation of the World
Council of Churches, and was a familiar figure
among International Church leaders. He had come to
know the German pastor and theologian Dietrich
Bonhoeffer, (later to be executed in Bavaria by the
Nazi regime), when Bonhoeffer was a pastor at the
German church in Sydenham. Their friendship continued and Bonhoeffer respected and trusted his
6

was the painter Hans Feibusch, persecuted in his native Germany, who came to live in this country, and
who painted his ‘Baptism of Christ’ for the Baptistry
in our Cathedral, and also a mural in the Bishop’s
chapel in the Palace. Bell assisted many refugees
from Germany to find homes in this country. There
is a church in Harrow Weald, which has a plaque to
his memory : ” … a thank offering by men and
women who found in Britain a refuge from tyranny
……..and as a tribute to George Kennedy Allen Bell
who, during his occupancy of the See of Chichester
was tireless in his activities on their behalf.” So it is
not surprising that the German churches wanted to
show how much he was respected in their country,
and they showed this years later by their financial
contribution to the creation of what is known as the
Anglo-German tapestry in the Cathedral.
For many though, this Bishop of Chichester is remembered for his speech in the House of Lords in
1944, when he challenged the Government on the
policy of obliteration bombing of German cities. His
name is also connected with his condemnation of the
indiscriminate bombing of Dresden. And it is to
Dresden that we turn to witness the theme that would
have been close to his heart, the theme of Reconciliation.
THE CHICHESTER SOCIETY NEWSLETTER

attend the Consecration Service, which was a great
honour, and I was especially glad to be there as a
citizen of Chichester, and to experience and share in
the great spirit of reconciliation, thankfulness and
hope expressed by the thousands who flocked to
share in a great global occasion. Bishop Bell would
have rejoiced.

The Anglo-German Tapestry
When Dresden was fire bombed in 1945, the great
Protestant church was completely destroyed. The
ruins remained until the re-unification of Germany in
1989. There was a call to rebuild, and at first the idea
was considered impossible. Because of the enthusiasm and dedication of certain individuals in their
city, the people of Dresden began to believe that it
could be done, and set out to raise funds for the project. They found support in parts of Europe and in
the United States. In this country, the Dresden Trust
was founded by Dr Alan Russell, who is now a resident of Chichester and a member of Chisoc’s Executive Committee. He felt that as well as raising memorials to our military leaders, we should commemorate the thousands of civilians who died in the
Second World War. What better way than to direct
our thoughts and our money to this particular project,
this symbol of Peace, in Dresden? The Trust raised
enough money to pay for the reconstruction of the
great gilded Orb and Cross, which now surmounts
the huge dome of this magnificent church in the centre of the ‘Florence of
the Elbe.’ Very many
people from this country had contributed to
the fund, including the
Royal Family, the Government, the Church,
businesses and private
individuals, and in
2000 the Cross, made
in London as an exact
replica of the original,
was raised to its final
position. Then in October last year, the church
was completed after
eleven years. The
Archbishop of Canterbury had invited me to
The Orb and Cross
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The Dresden Trust will continue to exist, and to support a scholarship fund to enable students from British schools to study for a period in the Dresden area.
It will follow with interest the establishment of an
International Centre at the Frauenkirche, in the pattern of the one in Coventry.
The diocese of Chichester has been involved in links
with Germany for over 20 years, as a consequence of
Bishop Bell’s ideas. There are several lively parish
partnerships: Bishop Luffa School has an exchange
scheme with a school in Bayreuth; conferences are
held between priests who have recently completed
their training. The so-called “Coburg” series of conferences between Chichester and churches in Northern Bavaria are a regular part of our relationships
with both Lutheran and Roman Catholic churches.
Chichester has led the way in what has become an
important part of the process for Christian Unity, and
looking back at last year we think of the Service held
in our Cathedral on the anniversary of the ending of
the Second World War. Did you know that part of
the order of Service sheet was printed in German,
and that a large choir from Dresden was present at
that Service? Did you know about the concerts given
in our Cathedral by choirs from Berlin, Bayreuth and
the Catholic Cathedral of Bamberg? Or that our
choir has sung extensively in Germany? Have you
seen the European links noticeboard in the Cathedral? I am proud to be part of this continuing process
of ecumenism and reconciliation. Paul Foster, from
our new University, in the collection of essays about
George Bell, has written about “. . . Bell’s vision of
the unity of Christendom, and the primary means
deployed by him to achieve that desirable goal – the
necessity of personal friendships.” The lives of many
of us here have been enriched by our friendships
with people in Germany.
Later this year there is to be an important exhibition
in Bavaria, rather like the Chelsea Flower Show. A
large photograph of the Anglo-German tapestry, in
position in our Cathedral, will feature as a backdrop
in this event, bringing the name of Chichester to an
even wider audience. We should be proud of Bishop
Bell’s legacy.
Tonie Smith
7

GRAVEL PITS

gravel and Chichester are concerned, there would
seem to be enough sites without having to get too
close to the National Park.

There is a current Minerals Local Plan, but this runs
out in 2006. WSCC is required by Whitehall to set
out a new ‘Development’ Plan which will run until
2018. An advance draft was sent to the Chichester
Society - and others - for comment before the final
draft is published this summer for full feedback.

A principle generally agreed is the need for quality
restoration after the pit is worked out. Government
guidelines are now against using old pits to dump
waste and so escape the obligation to recycle, not in
any case possible for water-filled pits. Return to
farmland or use for recreational is therefore likely.

Your Committee has discussed ...

Chichester has the (mis)fortune to sit on large quantities of good quality gravel, which is needed for new
houses and road building. Thus there is no doubt that
these deposits will need to be dug. The devil of the
piece is the unelected South East Regional Assembly, which has demanded a plan to encompass 0.91
million tonnes (Mt) of sand and gravel per annum for
the foreseeable future, although current annual production is only 0.78 Mt. The Society’s first point in
response was that the lower figure should be adopted
to prevent over-exploitation of our environment.
0.91 Mt probably doesn’t mean much to you! But
assume an eight-hour day and a six-day week for 50
weeks a year, and a 30-tonne lorry load. On this basis, there would be one lorry load every 5 minutes,
and of course the same number of lorries returning.
Even if some of this traffic is dispersed, say, to sandpits at Midhurst, there would be a density of heavy
traffic which can only be borne by major roads, and
should not be allowed to pass through any village or
busy city street, on both safety and amenity grounds.
Little account of this problem had been taken in the
advance draft. We have strongly suggested that in
the first instance only those sites with easy access to
a main road should be considered. (i.e. for Chichester, close to the A27). Alternative means of transport,
for instance, a temporary light railway would be
more appropriate for other sites.
Should pits be opened close to, let alone within a
possible future South Downs National Park ? This is
probably unavoidable for soft sand used in building
where the only deposits lie along the commons
which stretch from Midhurst to Storrington. As far as

Disused (and unrestored) sandpit at Midhurst
The society finds it curious that the government is
proposing to drop the ‘restoration bond’ currently
required of pit operators. This bond has paid for restoration and provides an incentive to tidy up quickly
after operations have ended. We have suggested that
the bond system should be retained.
Specific sites
The draft proposals propose a shortlist of about 15
sites, by considering Landscape/visual quality; Conservation; Historic environment; Water environment;
Soil quality; Rights of Way; Transport; Services/
Utilities and Public Amenity. The proposals are:
- Around Funtington, mostly south of Common Road
(to Westbourne). We suggested that with a reduced
target for extraction (see above), these sites were not
needed, and were undesirable on landscape, taransport and amenity grounds. The same applies to the
group of sites between West Broyle and Lavant
-The Valdoe, north of Goodwood airfield, and Kingsham, south of the A27, already have planning permission and it would be difficult to prevent further
development. However, extending the Kingsham site
to Stoney Meadow would bring it up against Mundham Primary School. We thought this unacceptable.
•

Active sandpit at Midhurst
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Finally, there is a very large area of gravel following the line of the flood relief channel dividing Chichester from Oving. While we appreciate that there is no such thing as an unobtrusive gravel pit, we think that gravel digging
in this area will cause least disturbance, provided that the pits are kept at a reasonable distance from Oving and other villages.
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The new Pallant House gates

Infilling

The Trustees of Pallant House have applied for permission to place a gate or screen across the gateway
at the front of Pallant House, between the ‘dodos’.
The design of the screen is in modern stainless steel.
Although opinion was divided as to whether the
screen itself has merit, we had no problem in objecting to its positioning in front of a grade 1 listed
building.

Your committee has given a cautious welcome to
plans for infilling as outlined in the Local Development Framework. Along with the authors of the
LDF, we are concerned that the building of more
houses could consume ever more greenfield sites.
The coast from Brighton to Southampton has few
enough gaps as it is, and we do not want to see a
continuous conurbation!
This principle holds good until you start looking at
individual sites. In the first instance, we would like
CDC to designate areas worth conserving as they
stand. This could involve new Conservation Areas
and Tree Preservation Orders within them.
Where infilling does take place, it should not spoil
characteristic and classic vistas, such as the Lavant
Road approach to Chichester, nor disrupt such
views by allowing the development of a multitude
of tiny cul-de-sacs. Any new building anywhereshould be in keeping with its surroundings, in terms
of materials, styles and height.
The density of housing will vary, being naturally
higher in the city centre. We think that the minimum of 40 dwellings per hectare (16 per acre) in
the LDF should also be a maximum except for developments in easy walking distance of the city
centre. We will be keeping planning applications
under review with these ideas in mind.
HEAR MORE AT THE OPEN MEETING!

Open every day for morning coffee,
brunches, lunches and
afternoon tea and homemade cakes.
Log fire, leather sofa, licensed.

Tree Dressing
4 December from 12.30pm - 4pm

SUNDAY ROASTS ARE OUR SPECIALITY

A wonderful celebration for all the family of the
life-giving properties of trees. Make a lantern
(bring a jam jar!) and join the procession to
dress the trees as darkness falls.

RUSSELLS GARDEN CENTRE,
MAIN ROAD, BIRDHAM

“A Sussex Christmas”
Boxing Day - 2 January 2006
Experience the traditions of Christmas past.
Enjoy period music, children’s activities, festive
sweetmeats and warming drinks from the Tudor
kitchen, and see the historic houses decorated for
Christmas.
Both events are included in the normal
admission charges.
Open daily, except December 23-25, from
10.30am to 4 pm until 2 January.
Closed 3 January and open 4 January-12
February Wednesdays, Saturdays and Sundays only . Then open daily from
13 February.
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SPACE FOR TRUDI’S ARTICLE?

FOR DELETION—KEPT JUST IN
CASE!

Mary Corell
SCHOOL OF ITALIAN
Courses at all levels
Fernleigh, 40 North St, Chichester

Come and learn the language
in the language
ENQUIRIES: 01243 513146

(filler if needed)

CHICHESTER - A NEW
IMAGE?
Editing this newsletter for the
first time, I notice that my spellchecker does not recognise
Chichester, but instead recommends someone of the name of
‘chic Hester’.
So here is a picture of the lovely
Hester. Perhaps CDC would like
to adopt her as the city logo? Or
maybe not!
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SPACE FOR REPORT ON WALLS
GROUP MEETING (FEB 2ND) - BOTH
COLUMNS

This could go in place of ‘Infill’, previous page
Assisted Living at Brandyhole Lane
Your committee has given a cautious welcome to
plans for infilling as outlined in the Local Development Framework. Along with the authors of the
LDF, we are concerned that the building of more
houses could consume ever more greenfield sites.
The coast from Brighton to Southampton has few
enough gaps as it is, and we do not want to see a
continuous conurbation!
We looked at one such proposal to demolish four
houses on the corner of Brandyhole Lane and replace
them with an ‘assisted living’ development. On the
whole, we feel that with an ageing population in the
area, this type of development is becoming more
necessary. The actual design appears to be well
thought out, with due attention to both living styles
and external landscaping.
The promoters do not expect the residents to be driving cars and they intend to provide regular minibus
transport to the city centre. Still, we think that not
enough parking has been provided, either for visitors
to the 86 residents, nor for night staff even if day
staff can be persuaded to use public transport!
Other than that, we would not like the density of
dwellings (well over the target for the District of 40
per hectare) to be quoted as a precedent. However,
such a high figure could be usefully offset by lower
densities in other infilling, while maintaining the average required.
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Congratulations!

SPACE FOR ARTICLE FROM JANE
CARPENTER

We are delighted to report the wedding on 21st January of our long-time advertising manager, Peggy
Haynes, who retired from the post last November.
Her husband is Ronald Prankerd. We wish them both
every happiness.

THE CHICHESTER SOCIETY will host a public Open Meeting on

THE CHICHESTER SOCIETY

HOUSING

Patrons: The Mayor of Chichester President:
David Goodman
Vice-President: Ken Newbury
Chairman: Tony Dignum
Vice-Chairman: David Wilson
Secretary: Bill Sharp
Treasurer: Martyn Bell
Members of the Executive Committee:
David Laing, Alan Russell, John Templeton and
Michael Woolley

in the Assembly Rooms, at 7.30 p.m. on Wednesday 15th March
John Prescott is insisting on greater volumes of house building in Chichester, as elsewhere in the South East, and yet we have problems of finding
suitable areas in which to build, let alone providing water, transport,
schools and other facilities for the new residents. The Society has invited
Keith Morgan, XXXXXXX Officer, Chichester District Council
and
Andrew Finnamore, Amberley House Developments
to present their separate views of the situation. We have asked them to
speak about how they see housing needs in the Chichester area, and the
best way of meeting those needs. They will then go on to discuss where
they see housing developments as likely to occur, brownfield, greenfield
or infill. Questions will be taken. The meeting should end about 9.15 p.m..
Light refreshments including a glass of wine will be served.
COME AND FIND OUT ABOUT HOW CHICHESTER MAY GROW!
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Registered Charity No 268055

MEMBERSHIP
Annual Membership: £5 Under-18s: £2.50
Joint Membership (double): £8.00
Corporate membership: £50.00
Life Membership (60 and over):
£60 single; £ 75 joint
Applications for membership and annual
subscriptions to the Chairman, Highgate House,
West Broyle Drive, Chichester PO19 3PP
(01243 538585)

THE NEWSLETTER
PUBLISHED BY THE CHICHESTER SOCIETY
Telephone: 01243 790077
Email: chisoc@hotmail.com
Advertising : Martyn Bell (01243 839704)
Letters to the Editor to the Secretary: Bill Sharp,
13 Whyke Lane, Chichester PO19 7UR
Neither the Editorial Sub-Committee nor the Society necessarily subscribe to the views expressed by
our contributors, but we believe that all shades of
opinion should be expressed in this newsletter. The
Editorial Sub-Committee reserves the right to edit as
necessary any submitted articles and letters
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