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JOHN KEATS AT
EASTGATE SQUARE

This sculpture at Eastgate Square
was unveiled in August, but many
people ask who it represents. So
there are plans to design, make
and install a plaque in materials
complementing the sculpture.
It will be placed nearby and
explain Keats’ link with Chichester.

Will you donate to realise
these plans?
Please turn to page 2
for more information.

Will Chichester have a white Christmas this year?

Photo: John Wichers

WALKERS & CYCLISTS AT ODDS?
A forthright email received from a ChiSoc member made it
abundantly clear they are not happy about the new Broyle cycle path
praised in the September issue of this Newsletter. The nub of their
complaint was that pedestrians and cyclists share the same space
and ‘the presence of cyclists is deeply worrying to pedestrians and
dog-walkers, and completely alters the experience’.
Arguably, there is festering resentment from some residents who
either don’t cycle or only ride occasionally, about allowing cyclists to
share the same travel space. Walkers’ experience is compromised
and, if they’re really unlucky, someone gets hurt. The Chichester
Canal path is a case in point - one which I choose not to use.
Sustrans, a national charity with the stated aim of ‘making it easier
for people to walk and cycle’, has come under criticism for some of its
designs. Yet it references Welsh Government advice which few will
argue with: …. ‘most pedestrians and cyclists would prefer to have
their own spaces…. A key principle to be followed at all times is that
improving conditions for cycling should not be bought at the expense
of creating unacceptable conditions for pedestrians. Both active
travel modes are important and local authorities should always aim to
improve each of them’.
In this edition we have much of cultural interest including a new
Heritage trail on the Civil War around Chichester, the Keats sculpture
at Eastgate Square, the Priory Park dig last summer and development
issues in Cathedral cities - locally exemplified by the Southern
Gateway Masterplan. I wish all our members the best for the coming
Festive Season and for 2018.		
Bob Wiggins, Treasurer

www.chichestersociety.org.uk
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THE JOHN KEATS SCULPTURE

THE SIXTH HERITAGE TRAIL

Rodney Chambers and Christopher Mead-Briggs meet
sculptor Vincent Gray
On Saturday 26th August Dame Patricia Routledge unveiled this life-size figure to great applause. We have
Vincent Gray to thank as Sculptor, the District Council as the main contributor ‘and other donors - the City
Council, the Chichester Literary Society and local residents.
St Agnes, Roman martyr
In an interview with Vincent for this article he
comments: ‘I think it’s particularly poignant that
Keats sits alone possibly awaiting his fair guest.
The Eve of St Agnes is a Romantic narrative poem
set in the Middle Ages begun while Keats was in
Chichester in 1819 and published 1820. Many of his
contemporaries considered the Eve of St Agnes to
be one of his finest poems, and influential in 19th
century literature.’ The title is inspired by Saint
Agnes, patron saint of virgins, whose feast day is
the 21st January; she died a martyr in 4th century
Rome. Keats based his poem on the folk belief that
a girl could see her future husband in a dream if
she performed certain rites on the eve of St. Agnes.
Keats was 23 when he travelled to Chichester
probably arriving on the eve of St Agnes’ Day, 20th
January 1819, and stayed with parents of his new
friend Charles Dilke. He had contracted TB and
was under doctors’ orders to travel to Italy for the
drier climate. He died in Rome at the age of 25.
An expanding portfolio

Ridgway busts at Ardmore, Scotland and the
Lapwing Sculpture at Lapwing Court, Selsey.
Vincent hopes his next Chichester project will be a
life-size sculpture of Naval heroes Nelson and Murray
which the Murray Club want to commission for the
front garden of Fernleigh House on 40 North Street.
WILL YOU PLEDGE?
There have been discussions about placing a
plaque close to the Keats sculpture. Vincent Gray
has offered to design, commission and projectmanage the installation of this plaque using
professional sign makers. The cost is estimated
at £1,500. Are there readers keen to support this
proposal with a pledge towards all or part of the
cost? If interested, please email your pledged sum
to Christopher Mead-Briggs at:
christophermead-briggs@itchenor.plus.com
Dame Patricia Routledge looks on as the sculpture of John
Keats is unveiled on 26 August 2017
Photo: Meryl Mead-Briggs

Vincent Gray began his
career in industry as
a pattern and mould
maker. He then became
a studio technician
with sculptor Philip
Jackson (who created
the statue of St Richard
outside the Cathedral).
Vincent subsequently
became a sculptor in
his own right, gained
an MA in Fine Art in
2012 and is a Member
of the Royal British
Society of Sculptors. His
other public works are
Bernstein at St Richards
Hospital, the Lucy
and Becky Memorial
at Fishbourne, the
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Trails project manager Chris
Hare brings us up-to-date
Our latest heritage trail takes as its theme the English
Civil War and its impact on Chichester. In December
1642, royalist gentry in the city, working in conjunction
with Edward Ford, the High Sheriff of Sussex,
overwhelmed parliamentary supporters in Chichester
and seized the city for the king. However, their
success was short lived, and very soon a besieging
force, under the command of General Sir William
Waller, had the city surrounded. The siege lasted
throughout the Christmas period.
The royalists vainly hoped for relief for their cause
- perhaps from Prince Rupert - but no help was
forthcoming and the Chichester royalists were forced
to surrender. This trail explores this tumultuous
moment in the city’s history, and includes places
of interest and brief biographical notes on the key
players during the siege.
This is the sixth trail in the Chichester Heritage Trail
series, two more are planned, with a possibility of
a ninth trail, if funds allow. The project is mainly
funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund supplemented by
Chichester City Council and the Chichester Society.
For further information visit
www.chichesterheritagetrails.org.uk

Read earlier editions on our website at www.chichestersociety.org.uk

Tel. 01243 784 225 info@csworks.co.uk
www.chichesterstoneworks.co.uk

Read earlier editions on our website at www.chichestersociety.org.uk
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WHAT FUTURE FOR WEST STREET’S LIME TREES?
Dismay at the felling last July prompts questions:
David Wilson explains
It came as a surprise to many when County Council tree surgeons turned up in July and felled two
lime trees in front of the Cathedral, as well as pruning (crown reduction) the remainder. It shouldn’t
have come as a shock because Chichester District Council (CDC) had granted permission to West
Sussex County Council (WSCC) in 2015 to fell two trees as they had ‘brittle cinder fungus’ disease.
This is a curious inversion of roles, since CDC is responsible for tree conservation in Chichester
while WSCC is responsible for street trees across Sussex. The planning application, coded 02530/
TCA, had been quietly gathering dust.
150 years old!
These lime trees are about 150 years old.
They were large enough by 1875 to feature on
an Ordnance Survey map, when there were
fifteen; but several were felled in the 1950s.
At that time there was a storm of protest
as is reported in Chichester in the 1950s by
Edward Brown, 1998. ‘Axes were taken to the
80-year-old Cathedral lime trees in December
1951… because… the Cathedral and City
authorities wanted to fell trees in order to
provide an open space, enhancing views

of the Cathedral…. Controversy raged and
a protest petition, organised by Parklands
music teacher Miss Yvonne Godfrey, was
signed by 11,000 people countrywide’. That’s
an amazing number in the days before easy
Internet access!
What is cinder fungus?
Brittle cinder is the everyday name for
Kretschmaria deusta, a fungus that attacks
roots of several forest trees, oak, beech and
lime amongst others. It eats a tree from within,
so removing a tree’s structural strength and
for this reason is sometimes called soft rot.
A tree afflicted in this manner is liable to fall
over. The name brittle cinder arises because
the fruiting body looks like a patch of ash or
cinder that someone has thrown at the bottom
of a tree trunk.

to do. One school, dominated by architects, would like to see all trees removed and show the
cathedral to advantage. This scheme would also allow the development of West Street as a
traffic-free piazza, with refreshments and/or markets.
The other school values the contribution that trees make to an urban landscape. This is not
merely aesthetic, as trees filter pollutants, create cooling shade in hot weather and provide
shelter in the winter. They provide calming greenery and soften the hard landscape surfaces of
buildings and streets.
These two options were reviewed in this Newsletter in June 2008, with responses reported in the
following issue (both issues are available on the Society’s website). Of replies received, only
one wanted to clear the trees to create a piazza. From this admittedly limited sample it appears
Chichester Society’s members want to keep trees in West Street. The piazza idea was also
criticised because it would prevent public transport accessing the city centre.
Time to consult?
We are in a better position to judge what West Street would look like without trees. So now is
a good time for the Cathedral authorities, who own the pavement where the lime trees are, to
talk with the County and District Councils. Together they could devise a planting proposal and
consult Chichester’s residents. Because of the recent felling, there is a gap large enough to
give everyone a good idea of whether an open piazza or a replanting scheme would be better.
The choices we make now will determine the character of this unique area for many decades to
come.
Thanks to Geoff King, Chichester Conservation Area Tree Warden, for help with this article.

The decision was taken: these diseased
trees had to come down. But because of their
contribution to the street scene, Chichester’s
Conservation Area Advisory Committee
protested strongly, and asked for a second
opinion. The District Council did do a check
but the outcome was not reported back. Had
it not been for the fungus attack, these trees
might have lasted another 200 years, as limes
are long-lived.
What next?
West Street currently looks a mess, as if
someone thought it would be an idea to clear
the trees but then went away and left the job
half done. This is not good for Cicestrians with
a pride in their city, nor does it leave a scene
that we would want to show off to visitors.
A ‘cherry-picker’ was used to provide access for pruning and
felling Photo: David Wilson
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There are two schools of thought on what

Read earlier editions on our website at www.chichestersociety.org.uk

West Street after two of the 150-year-old limes had been felled. Is the new vista to be welcomed?

Read earlier editions on our website at www.chichestersociety.org.uk

Photo: David Wilson
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THE A27 CROSSWORD

DECAY AT
TOWER
STREET

1

Answers to the italicised clues are towns or villages
on or by-passed by the A27, or in three cases rivers
crossed by the A27. The clue is a feature in that
location.

At this otherwise prestigious
address and just a stone’s
throw from two of the City’s
most architecturally discussed
buildings – the Chichester
Library and the Novium Museum
– stands this advertisement
to neglect and decay. These
Georgian properties, 51 and 52
Tower Street, are Grade II listed
buildings.

Across
1. A Former Palace (10)
5. (not a dictionary word!) 4/7 of Chichester’s problem with the A27 (4)
8. The reaction of Chichester South to improvements to the A27 on its
present line? (7)
10. These were charged on the A27 at 2dn until 1970 (5)
11. The southern end of Bosham (3)
12. The former marketing logo of the route 55 bus (5)
13. A Devon river (3)
14. The Meon ___ was a pub at the junction of the A32 and A272 (3)
15. Male sheep (3)
16. A Sussex River at 22dn (4)
17. A horse may be described thus (5)
23. A Middle Eastern region (6)
25. Should the South Downs be re-christened? (3)
26. River at 18dn (4) 27. “God’s Waiting Room” – has more
centenarians than anywhere else in the UK (8)
28. A damp squib (3)
29. A Cricket Ground (4)
30. Next to the highest cliff in Sussex (10)

The Society suggests that the
District Council’s planning
enforcement team serve a
S215 Notice (Town and Country
Planning Act 1990). Chichester
District Council has been
successful in doing so at Itchenor
in order to save Old Haven.

32. A London river (3)
33. A river on the Sussex border (3)
34. A village being swallowed up by 30ac (8).
Down
1. Its Welborne development of 6,000 houses
dwarfs even Whitehouse Farm (7)
2. Charles II took ship for France from here (8)
3. A Pavilion and one (or two?) Piers (8)

Photo: Anthony Quail

2

3
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9
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27
28
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32
33

4. The A27 at Chichester has missed it chance
to be _____ (8)
6. Premiership football here next season (6)
7. A large new hospital (6)
9 & 31. Supported by 31% of Cicestrians in
consultation (6, 3)
10. It wasn’t found at the recent dig in Priory
Park, alas! (8, 5)

34

18. A Cathedral and Castle (7)
19. A village in East Sussex where Sherlock
Holmes retired to keep bees? Also a village in
West Sussex. (4,4,)
20. A WWII Airfield (8) 21. Act on stage (7)
22. A Castle and a Tunnel (5)
24. Thorny plant (5).
31. See 9dn

See bottom of page for solutions. Crossword compiled by David Wilson

LEVEL CROSSING TRAFFIC MISERY TO CONTINUE?
Plans for the Southgate area don’t include a new bridge over the railway despite long-term advantages of
reduced traffic congestion and air pollution. It seems a £25 million price-tag is too much. See pages 12 and 13.

CHICHESTER’S BOUNDARY MARKERS
As John Templeton discovers, these
stone ‘posts’ have an interesting history.
Under the Reform Act of 1832 Chichester Corporation revised the city
boundary and marked it on the ground by 44 boundary stones (shown as
BS on Ordnance Survey maps of 1875). Two earlier stone obelisks were
also used to mark the city boundary; one can be seen on St Pancras
opposite the junction of Spitalfield Lane which is listed Grade II.
The other was sited on The Broyle, a former deer park where the gallows
were located, but was moved to Wellington Road when the Barracks
was built. It has recently been moved back to its rightful location and
takes pride of place in an attractive landscaped open space at Charlotte
Avenue in Roussillon Park. (This former boundary stone should not be
confused with the Smugglers’ Stone which is on the east side of Broyle
Road just north of Wellington Road).
The lettering on the north side of the obelisk reads: ‘erected in the
Mayorality of Charles, Duke of Richmond Lennox MDCCXLV’; and on the
south side: ‘the jurisdiction of the City of Chichester.’ Information about
these stones is acknowledged from Chichester’s 1832 Boundary Stones by
Alan Green and Adge Roberts, 2005, which readers may wish to consult.
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Read earlier editions on our website at www.chichestersociety.org.uk

Answers : Across 1. Fishbourne 5. Ffic 8. Rioting 10. Tolls 11. Hoe 12. Heart 13. Exe 14. Hut 15. Ram 16. Ouse 17. Maned 23. Arabia 25. Ups
26. Arun 27. Worthing 28. Dud 29. Hove 30. Eastbourne 32. Lea 33. Ems 34. Polegate
Down 1. Fareham 2. Shoreham 3. Brighton 4. Upgraded 6. Falmer 7. Cosham 9 & 31 Option Two 10. Treasure Trove 18. Arundel 19. East Dean
20. Tangmere 21. Perform 22. Lewes 24. Briar 31. See 9dn

Photo: John Wichers

‘The stone obelisk returned to its original
location and given pride of place in
Roussillon Park

Read earlier editions on our website at www.chichestersociety.org.uk
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HOW WILL CITIES LIKE CHICHESTER COPE WITH
DEVELOPMENT PRESSURES?
Specific planning controls can make a difference argues
Richard Bate
Most cathedrals were built to dominate their surroundings. We can still look on in awe at the mediaeval
technology used in raising these imposing structures and now we also rejoice in their other qualities too.
Cathedrals often provide landmarks giving a rewarding sense of place and sense of continuing history (timedepth in the jargon). This speaks to us best when their influence is undiminished – when, that is, their settings
are little altered usually in a semi-natural environment. So both the foreground and the backdrop against
which cathedrals are seen do matter. The setting is part of the significance of a cathedral.
Chichester provides a fine example with a
cathedral still appreciated from a distance. The
front page of the September 2017 Newsletter
showed the view from Whitehouse Farm in the
north-west; the view, below, is from Hunston to
the south. Historically views like these survived by
chance, but in the modern era it is the planning
system which dictates whether or not they continue:
perhaps something else is more important?

Protecting sight lines

Probably top of the Government’s priority list
in planning is building more houses. There is
a shortage in the supply of all types and sizes
of dwellings, and prices in the market to buy
or rent are high, particularly in favoured areas
such as most of the South East. The Government
accepts that the market is ‘broken’. It has viewed
the affordability problem as largely caused by
the planning system which it considers has not
supplied enough land, (though this ignores the far
greater impact of policies which affect demand
and ability to pay).

Especially impressive were efforts
by Salisbury District Council to
protect the setting of its cathedral by
specifically identifying land around
the city, on a map, where development
was not permitted. That policy worked
strikingly well, protecting lines of sight
to the cathedral within its bowl of surrounding
hills and also preserving the backdrop on rising
ground. Unfortunately, that policy was dropped after
Wiltshire’s 1999 local government reorganisation
created a new all-in-one unitary council, resulting in
a Local Plan with new priorities, to the detriment of
Salisbury’s heritage. Nevertheless, planning policy
in Salisbury continues to apply a ‘forty foot rule’ on
the maximum height for new structures within the
City: see the view below looking south from Old
Sarum. This policy ensures the continued majesty
of the cathedral with its 404ft high spire. Maybe

Three Cathedral cities
Cathedral cities have of course grown through the
centuries, and growth is still likely to be a lesser
risk than stagnation. However, the challenge
is achieving growth in ways which respect all
that is special about these places. Some have
made creditable efforts to protect their settings,
channelling development away from harmful
locations. For example:
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Lichfield: ‘historic landscape
characterisation’ has been used in
Lichfield to inform the choice of areas
for substantial urban development
allocations in the new development
plan, with designs often incorporating
views to the Cathedral.

House-building a priority

Land-release for housing is the presumed solution
to the ills of the market, and this may well come
to a cathedral city near you. Each local planning
authority is expected to meet within its boundaries
all housing requirements arising in its area.
Strategic planning to distribute housing to places
most able to accommodate it has ceased. Initially
no account is taken of Areas of Outstanding
Natural Beauty, Green Belt, Ancient Woodland or
anything else that may make meeting housing
need undesirable. Very few authorities have
managed to persuade Planning Inspectors at Local
Plan Inquiries that a lesser supply is reasonable,
even where options are heavily constrained.

Chichester Cathedral from near Dell Quay
Photo: Richard Bate

Winchester: an urban extension out of
sight of the cathedral has been used
in Winchester to accommodate 2,000
houses, with the City Council trying to
knit this development into the city in a
similar way to its other suburbs;

Oxford: views to the dreaming spires of Oxford
and Christchurch Cathedral are protected by ‘view
cones’ from principal surrounding vantage points,
with outward expansion and other development
strictly controlled in the splay of views;
Read earlier editions on our website at www.chichestersociety.org.uk

Chichester Cathedral from Hunston

Photo: David Wilson

Chichester should join the club of cities with controls
on sight-lines and heights, in case the pressure
grows for increased development density?
Protecting heritage interests
Cities that manage their growth and heritage best
are those which work actively on the project at a
city-wide scale. Rather than face one challenge after
another, or end up with major decisions (like bypasses)
being taken for reasons which pay little attention to
heritage, organisations like the Chichester Society and
the District Council should instead decide how best
to protect the city’s heritage interests - in the widest
sense. Necessary development
can then be encouraged to
follow that ‘place-shaping
framework’. Try to see the
Chichester Local Plan Review
as an opportunity to do this, not
just a threat. Certainly, an overarching policy that prioritises
‘heritage interests’ will be
essential if Chichester and its
wider environment are to be
protected for the next century.

Salisbury from Old Sarum. Planning policy has controlled building heights in the city centre
and largely avoided intrusive development in the backdrop to views of the cathedral.
Photo: Richard Bate

Read earlier editions on our website at www.chichestersociety.org.uk

Richard Bate is Partner in planning
and environment consultancy
Green Balance. Readers interested
in these issues may like to refer
to a report by Green Balance for
English Heritage, The Sustainable
Growth of Cathedral Cities and
Historic Towns, published 2014,
and is available on the Chichester
Society’s website
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A VANISHED PATCHWORK OF SMALL COMMUNITIES CHANGED BY URBAN EXPANSION
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Red patches show urban growth since this map was published in 1922.
Will current and future plans encourage Chichester to merge with its neighbours?

Based on Tourist Map of Chichester 1922,
Ordnance Survey Scale 1 Inch to 1 Mile

Page 10
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Can you spot
the route of the
Selsey Tram?

Read earlier editions on our website at www.chichestersociety.org.uk
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THE SOUTHERN GATEWAY MASTERPLAN
Andrew Bain outlines the District Council’s consultation.

Solving The Rail-Crossing Would Be Visionary
Don’t delay, say architects Martin Winch & Richard Hutchinson

‘There is now a significant opportunity to create a vibrant new quarter which will link the outskirts with
the centre’. In these words Chichester District Council presented their draft Masterplan, prepared by
consultants David Lock Associates, for consultation last summer. We welcome CDC’s initiative, but feel the
Plan is fundamentally flawed by not seizing this opportunity to alleviate Chichester’s much-discussed irritant,
the ‘Level Crossing Misery.’ (See facing page for an alternative independent solution proposed by two local
architects). Six development opportunities and four public realm priorities are proposed.

When the Chichester Vision was adopted by the District Council on 25th July 2017, we were told it ‘looks at what
untapped opportunities there are in the City’. Chichester’s Southern Gateway is an untapped opportunity and
this area deserves a lot more vision than the Southern Gateway Masterplan presently demonstrates.

The six development opportunities
1. Law Courts and Bus Station. These are owned
by the Council. Residential, office, and hotel uses
are appropriate and a civic space should be
accommodated along with re-use of the imposing
1940’s Crown Court.

enhancement should be strengthened by creating
a civic space accommodating the adjusted Basin
Road and provision of a level crossing underpass.

2. Basin Road car park and Bus Garage. This site
could better accommodate a conference or events
centre with re-use of the locally listed bus garage
structure.

Readers may already know the result of the
District Council debate on 21 November. When
this magazine went to press a Cabinet report
recommended the Masterplan’s approval - without
a bridge. The Freeflow proposal (see facing page)
was considered unfeasible because the cost of
a bridge crossing is an estimated £25 million: so
the level crossings remain. (ChiSoc think a limited
headroom underpass for Basin Road could work).
The report explained further work is required on
the Masterplan, including incorporation of open
spaces. Road design is also a priority, a reduced
gyratory system being preferred by over half of
Masterplan consultees.

3. Royal Mail Sorting Office and Depot. New
residential over café/shops should be along the
back of the site to open up a landscaped public
space to the Canal, including the diverted road.
4. Land behind the Police Station and at the High
School. The residential redevelopment could reuse the old school frontage for local community
facilities.

D. Kingsham Road. Enhancements should provide
interest with re-use of old school.
Will the Southern Gateway vision come about?

5. Chichester Railway Station. Rather than
just residential and
office development in
A SIMPLIFIED PLAN SHOWING THE SIX DEVELOPMENTS AREAS
the car park, it should
be developed as the
Diagram created by the Chichester
B
‘transport hub and
Society based on a Masterplan
gateway’ with hotel, retail
original, with thanks to CDC and
David Lock Associates
and leisure/entertainment.
6
6. Former Government
offices. Uses related to
the ‘Station Gateway’ and
a prioritised pedestrian
1
access up Deanery Close
2
into the City.
5
A
The four public realm
priorities
A. Southgate and
Stockbridge Road. This is
proposed for the on-street
bus station and general
enhancement.
B. South Pallant/Market
Avenue. Improvements
here are linked to the
road changes.
C. Canal Basin and
Basin Road. Proposed
Page 12
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The intention is to close the Stockbridge Road level crossing to vehicles and divert all traffic via the Basin
Road level crossing. A bridge or a tunnel along Stockbridge or Basin Roads is deemed not viable, as is
raising or lowering the railway lines.
The FreeFlow idea
There is however another option which we call
Freeflow because it will release this area from the
blight of routinely clogged traffic. Our proposal
(personal and unofficial) is to create a new road
between Stockbridge and Basin Roads and a new
bridge over the railway line to descend across the
bus station site. The existing pedestrian bridge
next to the station would be upgraded to a new
ramped walkway for pedestrians, cyclists and
mobility scooters.

The FreeFlow idea has been formally presented to
Chichester’s three Councils: the City Council, the
District Council and West Sussex County Council; to
Masterplan consultants David Lock Associates; and
to Chichester residents at the Council House. We
discovered many residents want the level-crossings
removed. But support from our Councils appears
lukewarm, which is understandable because there’s
a lot invested (money and energy) in the current
Masterplan. Solving the Chichester level-crossings
traffic jam is a once-in-a-generation opportunity; we
must also remember Network Rail want to remove
level-crossings wherever possible. We should not
delay: the Chichester crossings must be closed.

New housing is proposed for all the development
sites: a stunning lack of vision or aspiration. There
are alternatives: the bus station site would be
ideal for a much needed
conference, exhibition
FREEFLOW VISION FOR CROSSING THE RAIL LINE
and music venue so
bringing jobs and
activity to the Southern
Gateway. And why not a
new hotel located by the
canal basin?
Network Rail
Did you know Network
Rail want to move level
crossings wherever
possible? They are
inherently dangerous
and should be removed.
We support the District
Council’s desire
to reduce traffic in
Chichester. But these
level crossings increase
traffic by delaying
drivers, cyclists and
pedestrians all or whom
are forced to queue in
a polluted environment
that is unpleasant for
everyone - including
adjacent homes and
businesses.
Read earlier editions on our website at www.chichestersociety.org.uk
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SEEING OUR CATHEDRAL WITH NEW EYES

MIKE STONE 1933-2017

Trevor Redman recounts a fascinating tour enjoyed by
ChiSoc members

Rodney Chambers pays tribute to one
of the Society’s founder members

August 15th, a bright sunny morning, brought a group of 26
people to visit parts of Chichester Cathedral that are only
open on request. The areas we visited were the Bishop’s
Chapel, the library and the song school.

Mike Stone, and his wife Pat, were founder members of the Chichester
Society and attended the now famous meeting at the Cathedral in
1973, when around 1,500 residents expressed their ire at demolition
plans around the city centre. Mike lived a life that was very definitely
experienced in two halves. After National Service in Egypt he was a
pioneer in the emerging information technology industry in this country
and co-authored an early appraisal of the effect of IT on society that
led to the first data protection act.

In the Bishop’s Chapel we were shown the world-renowned
Chichester Roundel, a medieval painting that had been
covered under plaster during the Reformation and
rediscovered in 1832: an extraordinary and important work
of art which we felt privileged to see.

Benedictine Missal, 1481

Photo by Danielle Charbonneau

To reach the library situated in the north transept we climbed a stone spiral staircase of some 40 steps,
narrow and steep but successfully negotiated by all. We were able to view early hand-written and illuminated
examples in the most wonderful condition, whose colours and draughtsmanship were exquisite. A surprise was
stone carvings originally on the Cathedral’s exterior which had become enclosed when the north transept was
built later, and as a result are in very good condition.
Another spiral staircase had to be climbed to reach the song school in the south transept, another fascinating
part of this wonderful building. It was interesting to learn that it played a part in the Civil War at the time of the
siege of Chichester in 1642.
All in all, a fascinating visit, which received favourable comments from those who were there; our thanks must
go to the excellent guides who showed us the different parts of the Cathedral. The £5 per person tour charge
has been donated to the tune of £150, a drop in the ocean of the enormous cost of running this beautiful and
important part of Chichester.

Mike came to Chichester in the early 1960s to take a job with West
Sussex County Council - only the second local authority to install a
computer! In the years since that era he has contributed to the city’s
community and religious life: becoming a lay reader for several years at St Peter the Great on West Street
(now the Duke & Rye pub) and after ordination in 1984 joined the team at St Paul’s where a significant part of
his ministry was support for the elderly. He was involved with the St Olav Christian Bookshop in North Street,
and authored several works on Christian themes. Mike Stone will be greatly missed. His widow Pat continues
their life membership of the Chichester Society.

STREET SWEEPING GOES ELECTRIC
David Wilson spots a new approach to pavement cleaning
If you have been out and about in Chichester since September, you may have seen the electric vacuum
cleaner featured in our photo. It’s called the Glutton®, though to my mind it looks more like a baby elephant
with its long trunk!
It’s on trial, to see whether it lives
up to its manufacturer’s claims of
manoeuvrability, silent operation,
efficiency and ease of use for the
operator. One charge lasts for 12
hours. It can be put on a trailer
and taken out, for example, to
Selsey or Midhurst. There’s a
large capacity dust filter hidden
inside, a sprinkler to quench ‘live’
cigarette ends, even headlights
for sweeping on dark winter days.

Admiring the wonderful and rare collection
at Chichester Cathedral library
Photo: Danielle Charbonneau
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So far CDC has been very
pleased with its new Glutton.
It’s certainly quicker and more
efficient, especially for small
items, and copes well with dry
leaves; but sweeping up masses
of wet leaves in the autumn and
winter needs the usual heavy-duty
machinery.

Called the Glutton, an alternative name might be Baby Elephant?
Photo: David Wilson

Read earlier editions on our website at www.chichestersociety.org.uk
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PRIORY PARK REVEALS ITS ROMAN SECRETS
Last summer’s excavations are assessed
by archaeologist James Kenny.
The origins for this year’s excavations date back to 2015 when David
Staveley, archaeological geophysics specialist, surveyed Priory Park
by undertaking what is known as a ground-penetrating radar or
GPR survey. David detected the buried remains of a series of highly
significant Roman and medieval features. These included what seemed
to be a Roman street running northwards beneath the cricket pitch
towards the remains of the Norman castle mound; a former ditch
that once surrounded the mound; and a series of masonry walls and
other structures. Subsequent higher resolution surveys of masonry
foundations to the south of the Guildhall revealed a layout for three
separate Roman buildings, that we numbered 1 to 3. This was the area
investigated during the last two weeks of May this year by a team from
Chichester and District Archaeology Society under my direction.
We began with building 1
A trench 10m by 4m was excavated across the
south-east corner of building 1 and the west end
of building 2. Topsoil and subsoil containing
Roman, medieval, post-medieval and modern
artefacts were removed to a depth of c. 55-60cm to
reveal a less-disturbed subsoil of brick-earth cut
by archaeological features - and containing the
Roman masonry remains of Building 2. The results
of medieval wall-robbing had effectively destroyed
all evidence of Building 1 at this level, so all efforts
were concentrated on Building 2.
But focused on building 2
Building 2 had been built in a rectangular hole
cut about 1.1m into the natural brick-earth. Within
this were constructed a mortar sub-floor and
mortared flint walls up to 60cm thick. Regularly
spaced across the sub-floor were a series of
small columns of thin, square bricks stacked up
to nine high. These would have been spanned
by larger bricks supporting a suspended floor,
and the space between the sub-floor and the
suspended floor would have allowed the circulation
of hot air, generated in a furnace and drawn up
through special rectangular ‘box flue’ tiles running
vertically through the walls.
This hypocaust, or underfloor heating system,
survives remarkably well, only the bricks from
the base of the suspended floor and some from
the columns having been robbed. Collapsed
between the columns were large fragments of the
suspended floor itself, of a particularly resilient,
pink mortar made from lime cement mixed with

The Guildhall roof can be spotted at the
top of this aerial view, and Priory Road at
the bottom

crushed tile; and many smaller fragments of
painted wallplaster (red, yellow and blue) from the
surfaces of the walls and others finished with a
smooth, white surface that probably came from the
ceiling. Of particular interest was a thick section of
the pink mortar with box flue tiles built into it that
probably represents part of the roof of the building.

A remarkable discovery
This is a remarkable discovery for
Roman Chichester, as is the fact
that a Roman building could have
survived in such good condition:
most of the rest of the remains of
the Roman town has suffered from
the effects of more than a thousand
years of continuous occupation,
during much of which there was
no organised system of rubbish (or
sewage!) disposal. The lack of good
local building stone means that large
parts of the city’s medieval buildings
had to be constructed from masonry
scavenged from disused Roman
ones, and the Priory Park bath-house The columns of bricks that supported the floor still survive more than 50 cm high.
is no exception – but it seems that
In the background in the corner of the hypocaust is a box flue tile acting as a
it was only the larger Roman bricks
makeshift column
that were systematically recycled,
perhaps in the fireplaces and chimneys of the adjacent Franciscan friary.
Future plans
Our intention is that the 2017 excavation will be only the first of similar enquiries into what lies beneath Priory
Park. The next archaeological dig will probably concentrate on opening a larger part of the bath-house and
establishing its date, the location of its furnace and any relationship with adjacent buildings.
James Kenny is the District Council’s archaeologist and has provided all illustrations for this article.

Could this be a bath house?
The building measures externally c. 9m by 4m.
At the west end is a small rectangular alcove,
about 2m by 1m (measured internally), which is
separated from the rest of the building by piers
that perhaps supported an arch. At least one of the
hypocaust columns at the west end of the alcove
was built from double-sized bricks, presumably
to support a heavier superstructure such as a hot
bath. All the indications are that that the building
was part of a small but very well-appointed bath
suite, probably privately owned and associated
with an extremely affluent adjacent town-house,
built late in the Roman period.
The thick fragment of mortar incorporating box
flue tiles seems to have been part of a solid barrelvaulted roof, of a type which was commonly used
in bath-houses throughout the Roman world but for
which direct evidence from Roman Britain is scarce
(a notable exception being the Great Bath, at Bath,
where large sections of an enormous, similar vault
have been found).
The building under excavation. Community engagement was a particularly successful part of the project
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THE CHICHESTER SOCIETY’S 44TH AGM
Catching up on ChiSoc matters over a glass of wine
The Annual General Meeting was held at the Assembly Room on 18 October 2017 with the Society’s Patron
the Mayor of Chichester Councillor Peter Evans presiding.
During the course of the AGM the following candidates were elected: Vice Chairman Bill Sharp; Secretary
Anthony Quail; Treasurer Bob Wiggins. Committee members Andrew Bain, Rodney Chambers, Danielle
Charbonneau, Greg Dorey, Roger Hobbs, Christopher Mead-Briggs, Cedric Mitchell, Trevor Redman, Grace
Taylor, John Templeton and John Wichers. Reports below are summaries.
VICE-CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
Bill Sharp observed this year has been exceptional
for the public consultations the Society has had
to engage with. The District Council has held
numerous consultations: the Chichester Local
Plan Review, the Southern Gateway Masterplan,
the Vision for central Chichester, the Chichester
Harbour Plan and the Historic Environment
Strategy. The County Council held three
consultations, including several public meetings on
the A27 Chichester Bypass. All these consultations
are in addition to the Society’s regular review
of planning applications, whether strategic
development sites or individual properties.
The Heritage Trails
In parallel with this policy-related work, the Society
has initiated the Chichester Heritage Trails, a
series of self-guided walks mostly funded by the
Heritage Lottery Fund. The first four Trails focus
on the four quadrants of the city centre, the fifth
is about the city’s pubs and the sixth will feature
Chichester at the time of the Civil War. Another
three topics are in the pipeline.
Promoting the Society
Good communications are essential to the Society
and we meet this objective principally with the
quarterly Newsletter but also our excellent website,
managed by Bob Wiggins. This website promotes
the Society and its work to a wider audience, as
can be gauged from the 4,000 visits to the website
in recent weeks; ‘followers’ on the Society’s Twitter
account exceed 800.
Events for members
Guided tours for members were popular and
included a visit to the Cathedral’s lesser-known
areas like the library, and back-stage at the
Chichester Festival Theatre.
Bill concluded with tributes to the Society’s former
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President Tim Rooth who died on 2 January 2017;
and to Richard Childs who has been a most
effective Chairman since election in October 2011,
but is standing down owing to ill-health.
TREASURER’S REPORT
If a reader would like a paper copy of the Annual
Report and Accounts, as approved at the AGM,
send an email with your request to
Treasurer@chichestersociety.org.uk,
or send an SAE (C4 large size)
with a second class large stamp to
1 Theatre Lane, Chichester PO19 1SR.
Bob Wiggins suggested this occasion was an
opportunity to publicly thank many people,
including the Society’s members for their
subscriptions and donations, total £4,080; and
especially members who have signed up for the
Government’s gift aid scheme, producing income
of around £800.
Newsletter is main budget item
The Newsletter was the biggest budget
commitment at £2,461 but production costs have
been stabilised. Thanks are due to the Editorial
Group which co-ordinates content for each
quarterly edition. Advertising earns around £600
annually thanks to John Wichers who manages this.

THE OBSERVER’S GARY SHIPTON AT OUR AGM
Lively food-for-thought, as Sarah Quail reports
If you want a good local paper, suggested Gary Shipton, Editor of the Chichester Observer, in an
entertaining address which was little short of a tour de force of the issues a local paper, its proprietors and
staff face today, then buy it, talk about it – and keep the stories coming in!
What is a local newspaper about?
Yes, he said, newspapers are all about communications. He challenged Lord Beaverbrook’s contention that
news is something someone else does not want you to know about! He reckons news is telling people about
events which are ‘out of the ordinary’ and cited the extraordinary and apocalyptic red dust eclipse of the sun
earlier this week. And if you think about it, you can indeed argue that be it a report about the vexed question
of the A27, the Chichester Marathon lists, Glorious Goodwood, the Revival or a meeting of one of our many
local organisations, these are not things which we do every day. They are things of note.
Current Challenges
The rationale may not have changed in 130 years. The Chichester Observer was published first in 1887, filled
with photographs of Chichester residents celebrating Queen Victoria’s Golden Jubilee. What has changed
are the challenges facing all newspapers, particularly local ones. It is not a lack of readers. It is the advent
of the digital age. The audience for the Johnston Press titles in this area in hard copy is half a million but
there are 1.4 million online readers, and they do not pay a penny. The classified advertisements which once
accounted for half the Chichester Observer’s income are now on the internet. This has prompted Gary
Shipton and a working party of other newspaper professionals to begin exploring how advertising on their
sites might capture some sort of income from online readers.
Accessible voice and insurance policy
And to return to where this report began, he welcomes occasions such as this meeting to put up a robust
defence of a local press and actually to ask a few questions of his own. In his view communities are cut adrift
from the world going on around them without a local newspaper. It is your easily accessible voice - and an
insurance policy. Fair reporting of what goes on in the council chamber does ensure, being mindful of Lord
Beaverbrook’s adage, that we do hear the news which someone might want to hide. Your local newspaper
only costs you about £1.00 a week: surely it is worth it? As for the questions, he wanted to know what we
thought about going back to a broadsheet format. Would the paper be easier to navigate? Would it have
more gravitas? Only a third of the meeting was in favour of such a move. You might like to think about this –
and let him know at news@chiobserver.co.uk
Gary Shipton in full-flow at the North Street Assembly Rooms
Photo: John Wichers

Cancelling Civic Voice saved £500
A £500 reduction in expenditure has been achieved
by cancelling the Society’s subscription to Civic
Voice, the national organisation for civic societies,
since the Executive Committee had concluded that
membership was not value for money. However
several members of the Committee remain as
members of Civic Voice in a personal capacity.
The Society’s Heritage Trails project (grant-aided
by the Heritage Lottery Fund) has published
five Trails so far with a sixth in the pipeline; it is
managed as a separate account.
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HELP

To make that
special occasion
even more special!

GUARANTEE THE
SOCIETY’S
FUTURE!
Remember the
Chichester Society
when arranging future
bequests and you’ll
help continue this
City’s civic
traditions.
Your gift will really
make a difference!
See below for contact
information or access
the Society’s website
at

chichestersociety.
org.uk

CHRISTMAS
CONCERTS
With The Band of Her Majesty’s Royal Marines
Portsmouth and Chichester Cathedral Choir

Private hire trips on our broad beam boat, Richmond
Seating up to 32 people, with a selection of catering options

Call 01243 771363 or visit
www.chichestercanal.org.uk
for more information

5 – 9 December
cft.org.uk

W E A L D & D OW N L A N D L I V I N G M U S E U M

YOUR LOCAL
MUSEUM

New for 2018:

• Georgian dairy from Eastwick Park
• Victorian bakehouse from Newdigate
• 19th century Victorian farmstead

Upcoming events:

• Tree Dressing, 3 December
• Christmas at the Museum,
26-27 December
Visit our website for a full list of 2018 events

Annual Membership
Visit the Museum for a whole year, including major events.

Joins as a volunteer
Come and join our friendly team – full training is provided.

THE CHICHESTER SOCIETY
Founder: David Goodman
Patron: The Mayor of Chichester
Vice President: Joy Crawshaw
Vice Chairman: Bill Sharp
Secretary: Anthony Quail
Treasurer: Bob Wiggins

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Andrew Bain, Rodney Chambers,
Danielle Charbonneau, Greg Dorey,
Roger Hobbs, Christopher MeadBriggs, Cedric Mitchell, Trevor
Redman, Grace Taylor, John Templeton
and John Wichers.
Submissions to:
newsletter@chichestersociety.org.uk
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MEMBERSHIP
Single membership: £8 by standing
order or £11 by cheque payable to the
Chichester Society.
Joint membership: £12 by standing
order or £15 by cheque.
Life membership (60 years and over):
£120 single and £160 joint.
Under 18 years: £4.
Corporate membership: £100 (one-off).
Applications for membership
and annual subscriptions to the
Membership Secretary, John Wichers
at 1 St Martin’s Square Chichester
PO19 1NW. Tel: (01243) 778976.
Email: john@wichers.plus.com
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