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An event for ChiSoc members 
and friends   

EXPLORING HIDDEN 
CHICHESTER
A walking tour with Alan Green
Tuesday 19 September 2017  
at 2.30 pm.
Meet at the Cattle Market, north 
end. We will look at some of the 
city’s less well-known features 
and the history behind them.
£5 per person payable on the day.
For reservations contact Rodney 
Chambers by phone 
(01243 779359) or email
rodneychambers@hotmail.co.uk
Numbers are limited to 30 and 
reservations will be confirmed 
on a first-come basis.

HIGHS & LOWS IN CHICHESTER
What highs and what lows one experiences living in Chichester! For 
me, the greatest high of the summer was the Priory Park Festival. Three 
days of music ‘bookended’ by two seasoned performers, Georgie Fame 
and Tony Christie, still in fine fettle entertaining us with hits down the 
decades. Between the bookends a more recent act, S Club, held the 
audience in the palm of their hands - young and not-so-young alike.

It wasn’t just about star names, though. Over in the ‘Little Big Top’, 
local young musicians got perhaps their first chance to perform to a 
large audience. And what an audience! What a friendly atmosphere. 
In the words of one security guard ‘The people here are so nice, I wish 
I could live here’.

Which brings us to the lows. If you believe the theory of ‘optimum 
city size’ - where people become more distant from each other as 
a city grows - there’s a shed-load of planning folly clouding the 
horizon. Even if one dismisses that theory, we’ve already seen how 
badly growth can be done: like developers and planners too readily 
agreeing the Shopwhyke Lakes scheme will provide a natural 
urban extension and only later stopping to ask ‘but how do people 
actually get across the A27’? Or where developers offer a shrunken 
‘Country Park’ as a supposed community gain, when the ‘mosaic’ of 
landscapes to be destroyed is identified by a planning inspector as 
having high scenic and recreational quality (see photo).

So it was with trepidation that the Society engaged with another raft 
of consultations during the summer: the Chichester Vision, the Local 
Plan Review and the Southern Gateway Masterplan. All of these could 
result in real community benefits; but there’s a risk of disaster if we 
decide to ‘just get on with it’ before sorting out key details. 

Which brings me to this edition of your Newsletter: there’s great 
variety to enjoy and my thanks to all our contributors: happy reading.

Bill Sharp – Vice Chairman
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ANTICIPATING PRIORY PARK’S CENTENARY IN 2018
It’s a special place for Cicestrians and memories are 
wanted says Ross Wilson
The centenary of Priory Park as a public space will be commemorated next year with a 9-day community event 
- Priory Park 100. To prepare for this celebration Priory Park Memories has been launched. 

Chichester’s first war memorial

The Park was donated to the citizens of Chichester 
by the 7th Duke of Richmond and Gordon on 30 
September 1918, in the last months of the First World 
War, in recognition of the service and sacrifice of 
Cicestrians. As the city’s first war memorial, it has 
reflected that same sense of duty throughout the 
twentieth century as it has been used as a place 
of remembrance, leisure, relaxation, exercise and 
entertainment. Indeed, across the generations, 
residents and visitors to Chichester have made 
Priory Park their own, through the myriad activities 
and events that have taken place within its walls.

A sense of place

It is this unique sense of place evoked by Priory 
Park that our project wants to preserve. As the Park 
celebrates its 100th anniversary, we’ll remember 
how important it has been to everyone in this city. 
Priory Park Memories has been organised by faculty 
members from the University of Chichester with the 
Friends of Priory Park. Together we are recording 
the memories residents and visitors have of this 
peaceful oasis. We’re building a lasting testimony 
to how the Park has been used in the past and the 

present. We also plan to publish a booklet and 
create a website to preserve these stories for the 
future.

Reminiscences

Over the next twelve months, and using different 
means like the Internet, open days and interviews, 
we’ll collect reminiscences on how people used 
Priory Park at various points in their lives. Questions 
will be ‘open-ended’ to help respondents recall their 
earliest memory of the Park and what they hope it 
will provide for future. All contributors will remain 
anonymous and interviews conducted by trained 
oral historians.

There are two websites you might like to visit as we 
approach next year’s centenary, especially if you 
want to participate: 

For the 2018 Centenary: http://www.priorypark100.com

For the oral history project:  
https://prioryparkmemories.com 

Or contact Dr Ross J Wilson at r.wilson@chi.ac.uk

The popular Chichester Junior Parkrun takes place every 
Sunday at Priory Park

Photo: Edward Milward-Oliver
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WHERE ARE THE CARTOONISTS?
Bob Wiggins reminds us that in 2004 
the Society published ‘Chicanery’ and 
wonders if its time for an update.
Chicanery was a light-hearted, sometimes acid selection of cartoons 
and verse, commenting on the various problems that had confronted the 
Chichester Society in the course of the previous 30 years. 

And what were those problems at the time? To quote from ‘Chicanery’: 
‘During the 1960s, planners were gods whom Whitehall had entrusted the 
task of producing town maps for those towns and cities deemed worthy of 
preservation. These documents specified which features should be kept 
and which destroyed to make way for new roads and buildings – in our 
case from 1965 to 1980. Once officially approved by government they could 
not be changed in any way’. 

So has anything really changed since those times? What control can we truly exercise over current planning 
and development plans? We feel it is time to rise again in verse and cartoon, so we are seeking contributions 
from budding artists and writers to contribute to a new edition of ‘Chicanery’. These may be their own creation 
or suggestions of existing material that we might seek permission to include. 

An electronic copy of ‘Chicanery’ can be viewed via the website’s ‘Publications’ page. Examples of a cartoon 
and verse still valid today are shown on this page. 

Ch-Ch-Chichester
Chi-ch-ch-ch Chi-ch-ch-ch Chichester  

Is the County town with very many trains; 

So if you motor round about in Chichester, 

You’ll be stopped by level crossings for your pains.

The barriers descend like giant axes, 

That will quickly chippy-chop you in between. 

So don’t try playing Oranges and Lemons. 

It’s “Bonjour, ‘Allo, Madame la Guillotine!”

Red lights are winking menacingly at you, 

Till you see a train go by and shout “Hooray!” 

But the prison gates stay locked against the traffic 

There’s another bloomin’ choo-choo on the way.

Now you, who short of time to make a meeting, 

And who reckon motor transport mighty fine, 

Just remember as you fret in tinny boxes 

There’s a Better Bigger Brother up the line!

Anon 

Those interested in contributing to this venture 
should contact Bob Wiggins  
by email webmaster@chichestersociety.org.uk  
or post at 1 Theatre Lane, Chichester PO19 1SR 

The plight of small business in Chichester

Tel. 01243 784 225    info@csworks.co.uk  
www.chichesterstoneworks.co.uk

1342_advertJuly2017.indd   1 16/7/17   19:18:32
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MARKETS IN CHICHESTER OVER THE CENTURIES
Greg Dorey takes a look at the origins and variety of 
Chichester’s street markets today
Chichester’s beautiful Market Cross, built at the turn of the 16th Century, was used as a market-place until the 
demands of a growing population led to construction of the Market House (or Butter Market) in North Street 
in 1808. This John Nash building provided space for all the small traders who had previously used the Market 
Cross. Astonishingly, it was then proposed to demolish the Cross: we are extremely fortunate it has lasted to 
our day. The Butter Market was refurbished in 2011 and provides a home for exclusive retail outlets. 

The Farmers’ Market

Congestion was clearly a longstanding problem, 
since in 1871 East Street Market was moved to the 
then-new Cattle Market. Chichester Farmers’ Market 
began in 1998 and was held in the Cattle Market 
fortnightly. But in 2006 it moved back to where, you 
could argue it all started, to North and East Street. It 
now takes place every 1st and 3rd Friday of the month. 
Stallholders - numbering about 35 - must grow, rear, 
brew, bake, pickle or process their produce within 
30 miles of Chichester and use matching green and 
purple canopies. 

The Wednesday and Saturday General Markets

In the meantime, the Traders’ or General Market 
was operating from the Cattle Market (now a large 
car park) every Wednesday and Saturday, but was 
experiencing a decline in interest. So from August 
2016, following a consultation exercise, the General 
Market moved on a trial basis to North and East Street 
every Wednesday. It continues to trade in the Cattle 
Market on Saturdays. The consultation revealed 
a majority of market traders and residents/visitors 
favoured the move to the precinct, but many existing 

businesses were opposed; a major concern was 
potential congestion of pedestrians and vehicles. 

The District Council, in agreeing the move to North 
and East Streets was clear: the ‘Wednesday Market’ 
should reflect Chichester’s character and inject 
additional income into the local economy. Stalls must 
have blue and white canopies and the aim is to create 
an artisan-style look and feel. They are limited in size 
and must sell food and drink, plants, wearing apparel, 
cards, bags and shoes. 

Christmas and other markets

Additionally, on nine days each December, North 
and East Street are transformed by some 60 festive 
stands selling seasonal gifts. This Christmas Market 
has taken place every year since 2009. There is also a 
Summer Garden Market. A car boot sale takes place 
every Sunday in the Cattle Market. 

Street markets – the pros and cons

I contacted Chichester Business Improvement 
District (BID) recently about the Markets. The views 
of their members vary considerably, with some in 
favour and some not. They tend to be sceptical 

Chichester’s Christmas Market      Photo: John Wichers
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about the Wednesday General Market. Some 
businesses report that their regulars in fact now 
avoid Wednesdays and have become ‘displaced 
footfall’. City centre shops paying rents and 
rates understandably do not take kindly to direct 
competition which also reduces access and blocks 
their visibility. There is less concern over stalls 
selling items not readily available in the city centre 
– e.g. the grocer, butcher, baker or fishmonger. 
But they wonder whether the Market might not be 
placed in side-streets or other less central public 
places where businesses are keen to see more 
footfall. 

I was also in touch with the Chichester Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry. They had signposted 
members to a CDC online consultation exercise 
on the General Market which closed in April but 
the Chamber had not been consulted directly. As a 
result, the Chamber were unable to comment. As 
this Newsletter went to print, we learned that the 
District Council’s Cabinet has agreed the General 
and Christmas Markets can continue for another 
two years but want presentational improvements 
made. 

Keeping a balance

Chichester is generally well-served with its markets, 
but it is clearly right to keep the balance under 
careful review. I confess to being something of a 
sucker for street markets, which can often provide 
character and a real buzz to a city centre, if well-
run. One trader, at the Wednesday General Market 
comes from as far away as Le Touquet! Shoppers 
are clearly keen on the current arrangements. They 
prefer to visit a market in the city centre rather than 

the more distant Cattle Market. However, existing 
businesses are understandably less enthusiastic. 

The jury is out on whether Chichester’s markets 
have increased retail trade overall. My amateur 
eye detects relatively little difference in footfall 
in the shops on market days, but clearly some 
BID members think otherwise. And based on 
the consultation exercise, cafes are doing better 
business on these days. Perhaps there is scope 
for a night market during the annual Festival of 
Chichester in June-July, like those in London, Hong 
Kong or Bangkok! These markets have an emphasis 
on food and street performances, the centre of 
town lit up with hanging lanterns. That could do a 
huge amount to promote attendance at mainstream 
Festival events and put Chichester even more firmly 
on the cultural map.

Kerry sells an impressive range of bread at the Wednesday 
General Market    Photo: Greg Dorey

The Farmers’ Market supplies some products not readily 
available in city centre shops

Photo: Greg Dorey

Jason’s Copper Bottomed Fudge is a scrumptious offering at 
the Wednesday General Market

Photo: Greg Dorey
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SINGLETON TO COCKING WITH THE No 60 BUS 
David Wilson takes us for a 7 mile walk; not too steep but 
with very fine views
Maps: we’ll use the Ordnance Survey walkers’ map for the Chichester area, No 120. Transport: you’ll need the 
Route 60 service run by Stagecoach between Chichester and Midhurst. It operates half-hourly on weekdays 
and hourly on Sundays.

We begin at Wolverstone Farm

Take the bus to The Marlows about 1½ miles north of 
Singleton on the A286. If the bus driver hasn’t heard 
of this little-used stop it’s ½ mile short of the top of 
Cocking Hill. Walk back a few yards to Wolverstone 
Farm (GR 875155) and take the track opposite, 
which leads uphill through the woods and over a 
bridge across the old Midhurst railway line. The first 
train ran here on 11th July 1881, and the last on 19th 
November 1951 after floods washed out part of the 
track near Cocking. The tunnel just south of here 
was used to store ammunition wagons in WWII.

King Edward VII liked this route 

Continue uphill for ¾ mile; at the top, bear slightly 
left and down past the charcoal-burning site  to a 
minor road at the end of an avenue of trees known 
as King’s Drive. It is said King Edward VII liked 
this route. Turn right and fork left onto a footpath 
opposite the cottage. Continue to the road in ½ mile, 
noting a couple of Chalkstones on the way. 

The road leads past Staple Ash Farm to a point 
where the private drive to Monkton House branches 
left and the road itself hairpins to the left. Once 
round the hairpin, look for a track on the right just 
before Yew Tree cottage. After climbing for a while, 
this track drops into the valley at Monkton deserted 
village. The village was active in the 14th century but 
only a farmhouse remained by 1608. There is an 
interpretation panel which points out features such 
as the village street.

Devil’s Jumps

Continue through the village up the valley but keep 
the fence close on your left where it turns through 
a right angle to lead to a gate out on to the South 
Downs Way. Turn right on the South Downs Way; 
after ¼ mile there is a gate on the left which gives 
access to the Devil’s Jumps, five tumuli considered 
the best-preserved set of Bronze Age barrows in 
Sussex. The tumulis are ‘bell barrows’, supposedly 
made for the richest burials though only bones have 
been found here. The line of barrows points to the 
setting sun on Midsummer Day.

Continue along the South Downs Way with excellent 
views to Blackdown in the north and St Catherine’s 
Down on the IoW to the south. After 2 miles, by 
another Chalkstone where the descent to Cocking 
Hilltop begins, fork left and follow this track down 
the hill past Crypt Farm (where it becomes a road), 
under the railway and so into Cocking. 

As you enter Cocking, there is a sign on the left to 
the ‘History Column’. This is Cocking’s Millennium 
Monument, just round the corner into the playing 
field. It has 48 bas-relief bronze panels, each 
showing an episode of village history, made by 
individual villagers under the guidance of local 
resident and national sculptor Philip Jackson: 
you will have seen his statue of St Richard by the 
Cathedral Bell Tower. Before catching the bus home, 
refresh yourselves at The Bluebell!

The Devil’s Jumps, Iron Age barrows which point towards the 
setting sun on Midsummer Day     Photo: David Wilson
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STRANGE PLACE NAMES AROUND CHICHESTER 
Richard Childs continues our ‘What’s in a name’ series 
with The Trundle

Situated one mile south of Singleton and three miles north of Chichester, overlooking Goodwood Racecourse, 
is The Trundle or more precisely St Roche’s Hill upon which it sits. Trundle comes from the Old English word 
Tryndel meaning a circle, which is apt because this site was originally a Neolithic-era enclosure, later replaced 
by an Iron Age hill fort of which there are just four in Sussex. It’s not known why this fort was built.

Chapels, beacons and windmills

St Roche’s Hill or Rook’s Hill reaches a height of 677 feet, and once there was a tiny chapel only 14ft by 11ft 
dedicated to St Roche. Singleton churchwardens reported in 1635 that the rector had ‘a little house which 
by report of ancient men was bilt in former times for a Mass Priest to live in and to say Mass at a Chappel 
standing upon Rooks Hill’. Though considerable ruins were standing in 1723 nothing remains today. There was 
also a windmill but it burnt down in 1773 during a storm. Given the height one can understand why St Roche 
has been the location for several beacons over the centuries, especially in the eighteenth century to warn of 
attack from the French. This function was repeated during the Second World War with an early warning radar 
system, and today by the presence of two large communication masts.

St Roche, plague healer

St Roche’s Hill is the only hilltop north of the Alps dedicated to a saint of healing. But who was St Roch or 
Roche? He was a medieval saint born 1296 in southern France. At some point he was infected by plague but 
recovered with the help of his dog who brought him bread; and was subsequently famous for healing plague 
victims. This is why St Roche is usually depicted with a plague sore on his thigh and a dog with bread in its 
mouth by his side. August 16th is St Roche’s Day and there is an annual open-air healing service on The 
Trundle. 

The Trundle, with thanks to Richard Whincop whose paintings may be viewed by contacting him at richard@richardwhincop.co.uk 
and www.richardwhincop.co.uk   Can you spot the Trundle on our centre page picture?
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THE UNICORN - 300 YEARS OF HOSPITALITY 
Pat Saunders explores the history of one of Chichester’s 
oldest pubs 
Pat Saunders, one of our volunteer researchers for the Society’s Heritage Trails project, has unearthed a great 
amount of information about this City’s pubs. We are grateful to Pat for allowing us to reproduce some of her 
findings about the Unicorn. Pat’s research may be viewed on the Chichester Heritage Trails website at http://
www.chichesterheritagetrails.org.uk/the-unicorn/

Beginnings

The original Unicorn building dates from around 
1670. In 1689 it provided the location for the founding 
of Chichester’s renowned charitable dining club, 
the Corporation of St Pancras. Much of the inn was 
rebuilt in 1760 but by 1807 ownership passed to the 
brewers Humphreys of Westgate and later to the 
Henty & Constable pub estate. In 1938 the old pub 
was demolished and a new one constructed on the 
same site.

A haven for the RAF

During the Second World War the landlord Arthur 
King always had a warm welcome for the RAF who 
came into town from Tangmere. They were drawn 
to a little upstairs bar with its walls crowded with 
signed photographs of Aces and RAF groups so that 
it was known as the Heroes Room. One regular was 
Douglas Bader.

Doug and Kay Harcourt ran the Unicorn in the 1950s 
and they employed a part-time steward and chef, 
Frederick Phillips. Being close to St Pancras Church, 
the pub held a lot of receptions for weddings, 
christenings and funerals, plus dinners for the 
Mayor and Corporation of St Pancras.

A landlord reminisces 

Back in in 1999 Mr Harcourt was interviewed by 
Chris Hare, (currently our Heritage Trails Project 
Manager), and he describes the Unicorn’s ‘tontine’ 
club for Christmas savings. This is a transcription 
from the recording.

“The whole thing was, when we went there we had a 
tontine which people paid into and the brewery gave 
us interest on. Also, that was amazing, everybody 
paid in and had their Christmas money, you know. 
And it was paid into the bank and they gave us a 
good interest on it, and then of course a good party 
when we paid out at Christmastime. And the other 
thing was, there was much more – you see, we had 
a public bar, a private bar, and originally we had 
a ‘bottle and jug’ where people come in with their 
jug to get some beer. It was a focal point because 
you didn’t have television and things like that. And 
the other great difference of course was, there was 
ourselves, Kimbells in North Street which would 
cater for big parties, the Dolphin, and that was 
about all. Now every pub does catering, all the pubs 
up until the ‘60s, in all the pubs it was a wrapped 
pork pie and a packet of crisps. I mean, you didn’t 
have to do anything else. But now, also every sports 
and social club caters for outside parties.”

Photo: Richard Childs

The Unicorn when occupied by the Chichester Festival 
Theatre    Photo: WSCC Record Office
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More recent times

The Unicorn closed in 1960 but two years later was leased to the newly-built Festival Theatre who renamed 
the building Minerva Studios. Props continued to be made there until all operations were concentrated on 
the main Festival Theatre site. Then the building became offices of the Chichester Observer between1994 
and 2015: and now the latest incarnation is a Thai restaurant for which a planning permission was granted 
in July.

If you have memories about The Unicorn, the Corporation of St. Pancras, or the use of the building by 
Chichester Festival Theatre, the Heritage Trails project would love to hear from you. Trails Project Manager 
Chris Hare may be contacted at chris@chichesterheritagetrails.org.uk

THE ART AND CRAFT  
OF PUB SIGNS
Richard Childs writes: being part of of the Henty 
& Constable pub estate, The Unicorn was one of 
over 20 pubs in Chichester whose inn sign was 
designed and painted by Ralph Ellis of Arundel. 
Henty & Constable wanted their pubs to be 
dignified with good signwork and having seen 
Ellis’s work, commissioned him to create signs for 
their pubs across West Sussex and Hampshire. 
Ellis, a perfectionist, thoroughly researched the 
local history and legends surrounding each pub’s 
name before creating a unique design. Such 
was the quality of his designs that specimens of 
his work were acquired by the Victoria & Albert 
Museum. 
A pub sign by Ralph Ellis of Arundel
Image: WSCC Record Office

Members of the Chichester and Worthing Cycle Club outside the Unicorn in 1948.  Photo: WSCC Record Office
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It’s September, time for this year’s Goodwood Revival 
with its unique atmosphere and character.

Photo by Drew Gibson. With thanks to the Goodwood Estate.
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IAN HARRIS – SIGN-WRITER & PAINTER 

A tale that sheds new light on Chichester’s craft heritage: 
John Wichers reports
Talking with Ian Harris and seeing his extensive collection of photographs, I was forcibly reminded that here 
was an archive of what has rapidly become a lost art. The skills of hand-written sign-painting which only forty 
years ago was a thriving trade with a number of firms in Chichester is now reduced to a single practitioner. The 
advance of plastic/vinyl digitized sign production that can be quickly produced, in an infinite number of font 
and colour combinations, well suits today’s instant needs.

Where once there was a truly skilled artist at work, 
not just a ‘copier’ but a creative, original painter, he 
has been replaced by computer aided design or 
CAD [such an appropriate name, I always think!]

Ian’s own career commenced at an early age: 
whilst at school he was embarrassingly singled out 
by the Headmaster Mr. Trotter who, in a desperate 
effort to shame the rest of the class into improving 
the neatness of their hand-writing, grabbed Ian’s 
exercise book and paraded it around the form, 
protesting, ‘If he can do it, so can you lot’! 

Early Years

From the Lancastrian School in Orchard Street 
at the age of 14, Ian graduated to Chichester 
School of Art in North Street [currently Bill’s Café] 
where coincidentally, the Chichester Society’s 
founder David Goodman, was one of his tutors. 
The principal, Charles Clements, recognized his 
emerging abilities – as the illustrated letter shows. 
When Ian was 16, Bill Kemp a Chichester sign-writer 
came to the school in search of the necessary talent 
required for an unusual job. The task was to inscribe 
the names of 12 deceased Luftwaffe aircrew on 
urns containing soil from their graves at Tangmere. 
These urns were destined for Germany to families 
of the dead airmen.  Ian got the job – and so, in 1948 
he began a 4½ year apprenticeship with William 
Kemp’s sign-writing business, at a starting weekly 
wage of 27 shillings and sixpence!

A Military Penance

In those early post-war days, National Service was a 
part of every young lad’s life but, apprentices along 
with university undergraduates, enjoyed a protected 
status – Ian’s call-up was delayed until his training 
was completed. At 21, he joined the army and saw 
service in Egypt. When I asked if his burgeoning 
painting skills were useful to the military, he replied 
self-effacingly; ‘Yes, well I did make a few bob doing 

bits of sign-writing for some of the lads – just as 
well, ‘cos the wages of a national serviceman were 
rubbish!’

18 months on, and Ian was back at William Kemp’s, 
where a job awaited him and there he stayed for 
the next 5 years honing his skills.  Although his 
apprentice’s pay packet was improved upon by his 
employer, the money was still ‘not great’. By now 
married to Brenda – the childhood ‘girl next door’ – 
and with a young daughter, Amanda, Ian resigned 
and set up his own business. 

HARRIS SIGNS

‘Wasn’t that a bit of a risk?’ I ask. ‘Well, yes it was, I 
suppose – but I knew there was plenty of work out 
there, even with the number of local sign-writers. 

Sign for The Bull on Market Road, which closed in 2015
Photo: Ian Harris
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I had just bought a house in Lyndhurst Road and 
used the garden shed as a work space, whilst 
Brenda looked after the book-keeping – Oh yes, and 
a second child, our Son Mark, at the same time!’ he 
adds with a rueful grin. ‘One big piece of luck’ – he 
continues; ‘There was another sign-writer about to 
retire and he recommended me to Burnes’ boat yard 
at Bosham: they were building the South Coast One 
Design, a 28ft cruising yacht.  I had the job of hand-
painting the new boat names and of course, the gold 
cove lines. Working at one of the local boatyards 
was one of my favourite jobs – challenging when the 
boat was already afloat!’ 

Over the course of Ian’s career, he has kept a 
meticulous pictorial record of all his work, which he 
now shows me. Although pub signs probably made 
up only 20% of his work they are so eye-catching 
that I have to ask him which are his favourite ones? 

Ian’s favourite pub signs 

After a lot of thought he selects two: ‘I think The 
Bull in Market Road and The King’s Head in South 
Street.’ ‘Why those two?’ I ask. ‘Well, most signs are 
copies of ones that have gone before, but The Bull 
was really my own creation and it has a pleasing 
three-dimensional look, as if he is charging out of 
the frame, don’t you think?’ (Readers may know The 
Bull closed in 2015 while The Kings Head changed 
hands and is now Trents.) 

I agree with him and turn to the King’s Head: ‘Was 
that your own creation?’ ‘Well, no!’ he laughs 
and explains, ‘I think I copied that from a Holbein 
painting of Henry VIII.’ ‘So, you would have made 
quite a decent forger?’ I suggest jokingly. Ian ignores 
my quip - ‘I just submitted a working sketch to Ind 
Coope, the local brewery and they gave it the nod’.

Ian has long since retired and his firm ceased 
trading in 1996. However, Ian’s apprentice, Derek 
Pennicott still operates as Chichester’s only sign-
writer: Ian remembers him fondly and reminisces, 
‘Yes, I’ll always remember Derek as the only left-
handed sign-writer I ever came across – I still don’t 
understand how he managed it, but he did!’

Sign for The Kings Head in South Street, now Trents
Photo: Ian Harris
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WHY IS THE LOCAL PLAN BEING REVIEWED NOW?
Yet the Plan was only approved in 2015  
Christopher Mead-Briggs offers an explanation
The District Council has no choice. Local Plans have to meet Government policies. Among these are annual 
housing delivery targets based on estimated growth in household formation, a statistical calculation based on 
social trends known as Objectively Assessed Need or OAN. Our Council is aware of substantial geographical 
constraints which limit where new development can be accommodated. Much of the District includes areas 
that cannot be significantly developed, principally the South Downs National Park and Chichester Harbour 
AONB (Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty). So only a small area is left over for development.

What’s wrong with the 2015 Plan? 
The Local Plan approved in 2015 is based on 
provision of new housing known to be on the low 
side; it adopted an OAN of 435 new dwellings 
per annum, when statistics suggested 505. Our 
Chichester Local Plan was subjected to an 
Examination in Public (EiP) in the autumn of 2014. A 
key issue was the estimate of new homes needed; 
the Inspector listened to the Council’s argument 
in support of 435 and accepted it, but only for a 
limited period, ordering a review within five years. 
The household formation rate is rising. Some media 
commentators think the need for housing could rise 
by 25% in the Home Counties.

What next? 
This is the background to the District Council’s 
decision to review the Plan so soon. Having 
prepared its policy for review, the Council arranged 

a public consultation that ended in early August. 
More consultations are expected next year with 
the draft revisions expected later in 2018. Apart 
from housing, subjects covered in this review 
will be policies for gypsies and travellers, waste 
water, retail, flood risk, transport, open space, and 
infrastructure delivery. 

ChiSoc’s consultation response  
In our response to the consultation we commented 
that because the upgrade to the A27 has so far 
failed to reach a solution the search for development 
locations, mainly for new housing, should relate to 
existing public transport availability and therefore 
restricted to what’s known as brownfield areas 
within Chichester itself. The map below from the 
consultation document shows 10 potential locations 
each with the capacity for 500+ new dwellings. Can 
the A27 cope with this?

POSSIBLE LOCATIONS FOR LARGE SCALE DEVELOPMENTS (500+ DWELLINGS) 

Map courtesy of 
Chichester District 
Council
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THE OLD PRIEST’S HOUSE
Owner Tom Hayes tells how the Old Priest’s House was 
restored; with additional research by Danielle Charbonneau
The repair and restoration of the Priest’s House 
has required a combination of both new and old 
technologies. Due to the terrible condition of the 
original building a specially engineered, lightweight 
steel frame and structural ridge beam was 
necessary to carry the load of the roof and the first 
floor. This has then allowed the new clay tiled roof 
to sit over the historic rafters, brickwork and timber 
framing without applying too much pressure to the 
exceedingly fragile historic fabric that survived.

In other areas far more primitive methods have 
been used. For example, the repairs to the original 
panels of the historic timber framing have been 
undertaken using a mix of straw, earth and dung 
carefully applied to the original wattle and daub 
panels. This technique has been used for millennia 
and can be seen in buildings at The Weald and 
Downland Living Museum from the Saxon period 
and into the 1600’s. It is hoped that this will ensure 
their survival for another 400 years.

The distinctive Neo-Gothic windows and door facing 
onto Whyke Road were boarded over for many 
years but have now also been repaired or replaced 
‘like for like’ to restore some of the building’s earlier 
19th century character as viewed from the street. 

Locally sourced materials 
Sustainability has also been an important part 
of the project. Sheep’s wool insulation has been 
used within the roof and recycled foam glass 
insulation has been incorporated within the floor. 

These products not only ensure that the building is 
insulated to modern standards but also allow the 
building to ‘breathe’ which reduces the likelihood of 
dampness. Where possible, materials have been 
sourced locally to reduce their carbon footprint, 
including replacement bricks from Midhurst and oak 
timber from nearby woodland in the South Downs.

Maximising storage 
Given the building’s modest size, one of the main 
design challenges has been to maximise the use of 
the available space. To this end, storage has been 
incorporated wherever possible. Cupboards have 
been embodied within the eaves of the roof, pull-out 
drawers and flip-up treads within the staircase and 
a concealed larder behind integrated shelving in 
the kitchen. Internally, the layout is largely open-plan 
and a vaulted ceiling has been used to show off the 

historic roof timbers and maximise 
the feeling of space.

Sharing our research 
The project has been both 
exciting and challenging. The 
local interest and support 
from our new neighbours in 
Whyke has really made us 
feel welcome. One of our final 
tasks is to gather together 
our findings from the project, 
along with further research into 
other local historic buildings 
including St Mary’s church. This 
could then be presented on an 
information board allowing others 
greater appreciation and better 
understanding of the local historic 
environment. 

The Priest’s House before building works began
Photo: Tom Hayes

The Priest’s House today after months of restoration works Photo: Danielle Charbonneau
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT IS COMING OF AGE 
IN CHICHESTER
Laura Kameen of the Chichester Community Development 
Trust explains how it’s creating new neighbourhoods
Although the Chichester Community Development 
Trust (CCDT) is relatively new to this town, it may 
surprise readers to learn there are over 500 other 
not-for-profit development trusts across the country.  
The history of this movement stems back over one 
hundred years to the Settlement Movement. By the 
1980s, there was a new breed of organisation that 
started to take a more entrepreneurial approach, 
focussing on community enterprise and assets: 
community development trusts.

So the idea of community development and 
its practice is well established even if the term 
community development trust is not widely 
understood. So what’s special about the 
Chichester Community Development Trust and its 
work across north and north east Chichester? 

CCDT was established in 2009 as a requirement of 
the sale of Graylingwell Hospital to Linden Homes 
and Affinity Sutton. From its first days, Chichester 

Community Development Trust worked hard to 
represent the needs of the new Graylingwell 
community, took responsibility for planning and 
negotiating for community buildings and led on 
the development of a sustainable community. 
Thanks to its success in these initial stages, CCDT 
was asked to represent the new community at 
Roussillon Park after the sale of the old barracks in 
2010.

Each Trust is unique

Each community development trust is unique 
because it responds to local need. However they 
do all share common characteristics such as being 
community owned and led; and being engaged 
in the economic, environmental and social 
development of a defined area or community. At 
CCDT, we aim to reduce inequalities, improve 
the quality of life of local people, grow the local 
economy and build a sustainable future. We 

The Easter party in full swing at Graylingwell Park    Photo: Chichester CDT
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are independent but work 
in partnership with private, 
voluntary and public sector 
organisations. 

Practical support for local people

At CCDT, we provide leadership 
and support people who have 
ideas on how to improve their 
community but are not quite sure 
how to go about. Here are some 
examples.

 A service for older people who 
need support to gain access to 
information technology whether 
on their computer, phone or 
iPad. The programme now takes 
the form of two tutor-led, weekly 
sessions where people can bring 
in their equipment or get taught 
on our laptops at a pace that 
suits them. The feedback we’ve 
had is fantastic.

 Providing skills and work 
experience: during the building of 
The Lodge, one of our community 
buildings, 19 unemployed people 
and 87 full time students were on 
site over five weeks.

 A project for youngsters who 
are NEET (Not in Education, 
Employment or Training) 
which was the brain child of 
Graylingwell Park resident 
Emma Hart who approached us 
because she works in this field 
and could see the local need 
in Chichester. CCDT provided 
start-up support, encouragement, 
found funding, helped with 
marketing and now the project 
is up and running and self-
sufficient. 

Community facilities

CCDT owns and manages two 
community buildings on behalf of 
Graylingwell Park and Roussillon 
Park, where activities are 
arranged for different members 
of the community: watercolour 
classes, free cookery lessons, 
health and fitness for over 60s 
and children’s groups; these are 
open to everyone.

Residents enjoying the first birthday at the Lodge, our wonderful community building

Photo: Chichester CDT

New projects

In the Autumn, Graylingwell Chapel will be passed to CCDT, 
and with our partners will redevelop, refurbish and rejuvenate 
Graylingwell Chapel into an inviting multi-purpose space that will 
serve Graylingwell Park and Chichester for decades to come. We have 
submitted a bid for funding from the Heritage Lottery Fund and we will 
hear in September whether the bid is successful. 

The towering and majestic Water Tower in Graylingwell Park is 
another of our new projects. The Water Tower is the energy centre for 
the whole of the Graylingwell development and yet there is a small 
corner of it that is going to become our new home in the Autumn. We 
are aiming to maximise the impact this small space has and have 
planned in a mezzanine. There will be a few desks for CCDT staff and 
volunteers, a cosy one-to-one space that can be hired in the evening 
and weekends, as well as a few hot desks that can be hired by local 
charities, voluntary sector groups, home workers and budding charity 
start-ups that can’t yet afford an office. 

Expanding to Lower Graylingwell

We are just about to start work at Lower Graylingwell, former NHS 
land to the south of Graylingwell Park. This requires partnering 
with the Homes and Communities Agency and developers with a 
view to owning and managing community facilities that will include 
a multipurpose sports and community building, sport pitches and 
community garden. 

We are especially looking forward to creating a new community 
garden. Our existing but temporary community garden was a great 
success but is now closed due to planned land development. It 
brought people of all ages together, building community spirit and 
won awards!

The Trust will continue searching for solutions to community problems, 
encouraging and creating community action and improving the 
quality of life for people in Chichester. To learn more about our work 
visit www.chichestercdt.org.uk 
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EXECUTIVE MEMBER PROFILE - 
CHRISTOPHER MEAD-BRIGGS
I ran a small practice as a Chartered Surveyor in London for the 
majority of my working life specialising in commercial property 
advice and valuation. During that time we spent weekends sailing 
in Itchenor and slowly I became more involved in my free time with 
interests here in Sussex rather than in London. I remember watching 
the BBC film made in 1978 about Chichester with Alec Clifton Taylor 
and in retirement I have taken much more interest in our lovely City. 

I support the Earl of March who, as part of the Kenwood House 
Group, has sponsored the Cathedral Cities in Peril report which 
is now on the ChiSoc website. As a member of Civic Voice, I and 
other members of the Executive Committee are trying to further its 
objectives and save Chichester from further new housing on green 
field land around the City.

THE NEW BROYLE CYCLE PATH

A big ‘thank-you’ to everyone who made this possible
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THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE 
CHICHESTER SOCIETY

will be held on Wednesday 18 October 2016 at 7.00 pm
At the Council House, North Street, Chichester in the Assembly Room (access available by lift). 

Guest speaker, Gary Shipton, Editor of the Chichester Observer

After the formal business is complete a glass or two of wine or soft drink and light refreshments will be served. 
At about 8.00 pm we will be pleased to welcome Gary Shipton who will speak on ‘The relationship between 
Chichester, its inhabitants and the local press’. 

A detailed agenda and copies of the annual accounts will be available at the meeting. This will contain the 
usual items of Officer’s reports, Approved Accounts and Nominations for next year’s Executive Committee 
members (see below).

MOTIONS FOR THE AGM AND NOMINATIONS FOR THE COMMITTEE 2017-18

The Constitution requires that the members of the Executive Committee (up to 16 places) and the Chairman, 
Vice Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer are elected at each AGM. Nominations in writing, supported by a 
seconder and with the consent of the nominee - all being current members - are therefore requested. They 
must be received by the Secretary, Anthony Quail by Wednesday 4 October 2017. A nomination form is 
provided below.

A list of nominations received and details of any motions received will be sent by post to members as soon as 
possible after nominations close unless no positions are contested and no further motions are submitted. 

The Constitution limits service by the society’s officers to 5 years but allows this to be extended by one year 
subject to a vote of approval at the AGM. In the absence of other nominations, this provision will be invoked for 
the office of Secretary.

The Officers will also present their reports and members are encouraged to put questions and initiate 
discussion after each of the reports. 

By order of the Executive Committee 1 September 2017 
Anthony Quail, Secretary, 44 Westgate, Chichester PO19 3EU

CHICHESTER SOCIETY AGM 
Wednesday 18 October 2017 

NOMINATION FORM

Please cut or photocopy this form if you have a nomination and 
send it to Anthony Quail, Secretary at 44 Westgate, Chichester 

PO19 3EU by Wednesday 4 October 2017.

TITLE OF OFFICE

NOMINEE’S NAME (CAPS)

NOMINEE’S SIGNATURE

PROPOSER’S NAME (CAPS)

PROPOSER’S SIGNATURE

SECONDER’S NAME (CAPS)

SECONDER’S SIGNATURE
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THE CHICHESTER SOCIETY
Founder: David Goodman

Patron: The Mayor of Chichester
Vice President: Joy Crawshaw

Chairman: Richard Childs
Vice Chairman: Bill Sharp
Secretary: Anthony Quail
Treasurer: Bob Wiggins

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Andrew Bain, Rodney Chambers, 

Danielle Charbonneau, Greg Dorey, 
Roger Hobbs, Christopher Mead-

Briggs, Cedric Mitchell, Trevor 
Redman, Grace Taylor, John Templeton, 

John Wichers and David Wilson.

Submissions to:  
newsletter@chichestersociety.org.uk

MEMBERSHIP
Single membership: £8 by standing 

order or £11 by cheque payable to the 
Chichester Society.

Joint membership: £12 by standing 
order or £15 by cheque.

Life membership (60 years and over): 
£120 single and £160 joint.

Under 18 years: £4. 
Corporate membership: £100 (one-off).

Applications for membership 
and annual subscriptions to the 

Membership Secretary, John Wichers 
at 1 St Martin’s Square Chichester 

PO19 1NW. Tel: (01243) 778976. 
Email: john@wichers.plus.com 

Neither the editorial panel nor the 
Society necessarily subscribes to 
our contributors’ views. The right 
is reserved to edit any submitted 

articles or letters.

Published quarterly  
in March, June, September and 

December by the Chichester Society.
Registered Charity No 268055

ISSN 0307-1421 (paper)
ISSN 2397-1010 (electronic)

Design, typesetting and printing 
arranged by 

WEALD & DOWNLAND LIVING MUSEUM

New for 2017:
• Introductory galleries
• New gift shop
• Waterside café

Upcoming events:
• Building Conservation Conference, 12 Sept
• Autumn Countryside Show, 7-8 Oct
• Careers Forum, 9 Oct

Annual Membership
Visit the Museum for a whole year, including major events.

Joins as a volunteer
Come and join our friendly team – full training is provided.

www.wealddown.co.uk

YOUR LOCAL 
MUSEUM Monday to Friday 10am - 5pm

Saturday & Sunday 9:30am - 5pm

Family run café situated in the
historic Priory Park.

Serving freshly prepared, locally
sourced food, coffee, cakes,
ice creams & more.

Fenwick’s Cafe, Priory Park, Chichester, PO19 1NL
Tel: 01243 839762     Email: dawn@fenwickscafe.com

www.fenwickscafe.com

Fenwick’s Cafe

Our inside seating area
is now available for
private hire, so why not 
book for a family dinner
or just a celebration.

For more information
please call Dawn on
07867 973228 for food
& drink options.

PR IORY PARK

CAN YOU HELP 
GUARANTEE 

THE SOCIETY’S 
FUTURE? 

Remember the Chichester 
Society when arranging 

future bequests and you’ll 
help continue this City’s civic 

traditions.

Your gift will really make a 
difference! See below for 

contact information or access 
the Society’s website at  

chichestersociety.org.uk

Inns, pubs and 
hotels5

Chichester

Trails
HeritageInns, pubs and 
hotels5

Chichester

Trails
Heritage

JULY 2017 
FREE COPIES  
at Chi Library,  

Novium etc.


