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Signs of Revival

Kingley Vale

After a gloomy year and the deepest recession for 80 years there are signs of revival
stirring locally: construction of new homes is well under way at Graylingwell with the
first residents expected in April or May next year; an exciting new development is
planned on the Roussillon Barracks site; retailing is getting a boost with the move of
Boots into Woolworths and the refurbishment of what is now Little London Walk; and
Rolls-Royce at Westhampnett will be launching a smaller model alongside the present
large saloon and coupé.
There is, however, still little to lift the spirits in the public sector with the District
Council prudently planning an economy drive and higher charges; with the chances of
A27 improvements receding into the century’s third decade; and threats of
service reductions at St. Richard’s as the past decade’s spending boom on the NHS
comes to an abrupt end.
We hope the straitened public sector will respond with economy measures carefully
selected to actually improve our enjoyment of our city. Higher parking charges may
encourage some of us to use our bicycles more but we do need more safe cycle paths
and more cycle racks. Even the editor’s local GP surgery still fails to provide secure
racks for patients’ bikes. We hope too that some much-needed services escape the axe.
Examples include our neighbourhood wardens and community bus services for the
elderly and infirm. On the capital budget side we would be deeply disappointed if the
planned new District Museum should fall a victim to economy.
Meanwhile your Officers and Committee will continue to work on your behalf in 2010
to advance our objectives to protect and preserve our heritage and environment, and
finally…….
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We wish all our readers a Very Happy Christmas!

Member of the Historic Towns Forum

The Roussillon Barracks development
In our March 2005 issue we set
out our preferences for the future
of the Barracks site, having in
mind the likely departure of the
Royal Military Police Training
School which actually took place
in autumn 2005. Our viceChairman, John Templeton,
wrote:The Barracks is a very large site
of almost 21 acres, surrounded by
some of Chichester’s most attractive residential areas, level and
rectangular and a prime site for
the house builders. It contains no
listed buildings so could (God
forbid!) be razed to the ground
and developed afresh as one gigantic housing estate to contribute
The Keep
substantially to meeting the Government’s demands for new housceptable to cover the entire Baring in West Sussex!
“The southern half of the Bar- racks site with a housing developWhile opposed to total destruction racks is an unattractive mixture of ment of whatever housing tenure
of existing buildings we accepted buildings and uses, and here there or density. The northern half of
would be major opportunities to the Barracks is of outstanding
that “housing is indeed the most
provide imaginative new housing environmental quality, and the
appropriate use for part of the
site, together with community uses developments and for the removal historic keep, tower and original
and adequate open space…. An- of the peripheral walls and fenc- flint-and-brick boundary walls
ing so as to integrate the develop- must be retained whether or not
cillary community uses to serve
ment with its surroundings rather they are eventually considered
the development such as shops
than to create a gated ‘keep out’ worthy of listing. The former paand halls could also benefit the
enclave so beloved of private rade ground is now an attractive
extensive housing areas of Sumhouse builders.
mersdale and East Broyle for
playing field bordered by mature
whom there are at present few
It would however be quite unac- chestnut trees with the appearance
such facilities.”
of a village green, and surrounded
by buildings of high quality including a three storey neoGeorgian barrack block which
would be suitable for conversion
to flats.
To the north of the
‘village green’ are a chapel, officers’ mess, and family housing of
high quality all set in landscaped
surroundings
“There will inevitably be concerns
about traffic generation, but good
design and layout should encourage the use of transport other than
the private car. North-south and
east-west cycle and pedestrian
ways could easily be provided
through the entire Barracks site,
linking Summersdale to College
One of the existing Barracks blocks
Registered Charity No. 268055
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The Barracks site looking north with the development side outlined in white
(Continued from page 2)

Lane/Oaklands Park and Graylingwell to East Broyle, serving the
whole of the northern part of the
city. A new or re-routed, small bus
service can be threaded through
the site, and a car sharing club
could be set up”.
We hoped that any development
would retain the area’s “spirit as
the former barracks of the Royal
Sussex Regiment and Royal Military Police to whom it will always
be home.
The Housing and Communities
Agency (HCA), the Government
body set up as successor to English
Partnerships and the Housing Corporation, now owns the land and is
expected to sign an agreement
with housebuilder ZeroC to
develop the site.
If ZeroC does become the developer, they come with substantial
green credentials. They have been
building low carbon homes and
commercial buildings for the past
ISSUE NUMBER 163 ~ DECEMBER 2009

10 years. They have built low carbon homes in traditional style as
well as contemporary. Past projects include homes at Poundbury
near Dorchester and Upton, Northampton. Current ones include that
at Portland for 77 homes adjacent
to the venue for the sailing for the
2012 Olympics; and a further 43
houses and apartments at Upton.
The latter scheme was the winner
of the coveted BRE (Building Research Establishment) Best EcoHomes Award for 2007.

of the walls, knock holes through
them to improve access.

The developer’s plans must exclude the areas the Ministry of Defence (MoD) has decided to retain:
the Keep (for Army recruitment),
the 50-60 existing homes in the
north of the site, and the northern
half of the Green.

At this early stage and prior to any
public consultation, their concept
scheme proposes up to 270 homes
(including only 20% flats) with
40% “affordable” homes, i.e.
housing association-owned and
either rented or on a shared equity
basis. Density would be 16.8
homes per acre (CDC guidelines
for new homes are 16-24 homes
per acre). Heating of individual
homes would be from a central
Biomass boiler fed by wood chips

ZeroC have decided that to meet
the tough carbon emission standards HCA requires, it is not practicable to retain any of the existing
buildings. They also wish to open
up the site and link up the green
spaces and, while retaining much

Subject of course to a legal agreement with the HCA and to planning permission, ZeroC plan to
build mostly houses, not flats, and
use “traditional architecture with a
contemporary edge”. The houses
will be mainly redbrick, with slate
or red clay tiles, real chimneys,
wooden doors and window frames,
aluminium or cast-iron down-pipes
and streetlights affixed to houses.

Member of the Historic Towns Forum
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and pellets (also known as District
Heating). Individual homes would
be wired for an upgrade (at owner’s expense) to solar heating. The
homes would be to a lifetime
standard, allowing adaptation to
changes of generation (e.g. wheelchair accessible downstairs WC).
The Green will be retained and
three east-west access ways provided. A separate section at the
south-west corner of the site is envisaged for specialist accommodation, possibly for the elderly.
An electric car club will be established but parking will be more
generous than envisaged at Graylingwell at 1.4 to 1.5 spaces per
home compared with 1.3.
The development will be in 9
phases and ZeroC estimate that all
nine phases should be complete by
2015.
At the North-East Forum meeting
with ZeroC, concern was expressed at the lack of proposals for
an internal north-south route for
cyclists and pedestrians. Also the
developer accepted the need for
more open space, perhaps a
square, at the southern end. Community buildings would be availa-

The Barracks Chapel: to be preserved as part of the area
to be retained by the MoD.

ble at Graylingwell but none were
included in the current ZeroC proposal. It was hoped that the MoD
would cooperate with a northern
through route to the Broadway and
in keeping the Green as an entity.

quest to be involved their Associate Director, Hugo Reeve, who
takes the lead on planning for major projects, wrote:

“We will welcome the Society’s
input into the consultation process,
At the forum the developers
and make sure your committee
seemed to welcome a Graylingwell members have a chance to meet
-style public consultation and were with us directly".
receptive to comments and criticisms made. They expect the pro- From what we know so far the
cess to consult the public and gain ZeroC scheme will meet most of
the objectives we set out 4 ½ years
planning permission will take
ago, including the provision of
about a year. In reply to our regood quality, imaginative housing.
The big exception is the proposal
to demolish all the buildings on
that part of the site to be developed. On balance we accept that
low carbon emission is to be valued more highly than retaining existing buildings that have never
been considered worthy of listing.
We should remember that the
MoD will be retaining the noteworthy Keep and that both MoD
and ZeroC will retain most of the
flint boundary walls.

One of the better quality houses to be retained by the MoD :
this one is for an officer’s family
Registered Charity No. 268055
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As far as transport is concerned,
east-west access routes and a car
club are to be welcomed but there
needs also to be a north-south
route in co-operation with the
MoD. The existing 60 bus route
passes the barracks every 15
(Continued on page 5)
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minutes on weekdays, alternately
using Broyle Road and Summersdale road, on each side of the site.
It is good to know that in assessing
ZeroC’s initial plans the District
Council’s planners are conscious
of the need to retain the historic
military spirit in the form of a
clear, disciplined layout.
Assuming ZeroC conclude agreements with the HCA, we look
forward to our discussions with
ZeroC and welcome the views of
members on this exciting development.

Tony Dignum
The Green looking south-east

Replacement for the Civic Trust?
Readers will be aware from our last
issue that we have joined the Historic
Towns Forum (HTF) following the
Civic Trust going into administration
in April this year. The subscription is
modest (£50 pa) and offers everyone
with an interest in our historic towns
and cities an opportunity to exchange
and develop ideas.
In October this year the HTF held its
Annual Conference and AGM in
Chichester. One of the Conference
agenda items was a series of case
studies to illustrate the issues surrounding the value of heritage protection for economic and social vitality.
Chichester was chosen as one of the
case studies. Both Anne Bone from
the District Council and your chairman gave presentations.
Meanwhile a group of individuals and
organisations supported by English
Heritage and the National Trust have
been working to develop a successor
to the Civic Trust. Its purpose would
be to represent nationally the over
1,000 civic societies and their
250,000 members. We reported in
our last issue that we had supported
ISSUE NUMBER 163 ~ DECEMBER 2009

this effort, called “The Civic Society
Initiative”, with a £100 once-off donation. The Initiative’s organisers
have now recommended a way forward, having consulted widely. They
reported that the civic societies and
their members expected a national
organisation to have three main purposes:

mation to societies.
The Initiative’s proposed central organisation would cost £300-400,000
per annum which would mean each
individual member of a society would
have to pay between £1 and £3 each
year.
We replied that this would be an unacceptable burden on this Society. It
 Providing information, support and was beyond the aspirations and means
advice to civic societies
of our Society and, we expected, of
 Being a national lead and voice for many other similar societies. We
the movement to provide inspiration
wrote that any association of volunand direction; lobbying and camtary organisations must be based on
paigning on its behalf; and raising its services that its members really needprofile and influence
ed and could afford to support.
 Facilitating civic societies to netWe hope the original proposal will
work and cluster together.
now be reconfigured to involve a
much lower cost.
We agreed with the first and second
.
objectives but felt that the third was
well served by our local grouping,
The Federation of Sussex Amenity
Societies, of which we are a member.
We suggested that it would be helpful
to have a register of civic societies
and an office with just sufficient management to engage expert advice
when required and to issue inforMember of the Historic Towns Forum
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The Mayor’s Ring

The first of a series of articles on the Chichester City Council’s Regalia
A full account of the City Council
regalia and its history would be beyond the scope of a single article so
I will address this topic in a series
of articles. The first of these is an
account of one of the more significant items – the Mayor’s ring.
In 1563 Thomas Jarman (a citizen
and burgess of the city who was
also a wine merchant) left a gold
ring with a turquoise stone in his
will to the Mayor of Chichester
with this injunction:
My ring with the Turks stone to be
delivered over from Mayor to Mayor
every Election Day, and he to wear
the same for my remembrance.

Nearly four hundred and fifty years
later, at the annual meeting of the
Council, this ring is passed to the
new Mayor as a symbol of the regalia that is given into their charge for
the coming year.
Over the years the ring has not just
been worn by the Mayor but also
given to others to show that they
were acting with his authority. One
of the duties of the Crier of
Chichester was: “To get the Mayor’s
ring, early on the morning of the
Mayor choosing; to go to all the
schools in the city to crave a holiday
for the children in the Mayor’s
name.”

The log books of the local schools
show that this practice continued
well into the late nineteenth centu-

ry. How extensive this custom was
of giving the Chichester Mayor’s
ring to someone else to act on their
behalf is not known but the example
of the Crier taking it with him when
he went to the local schools is hardly likely to be an
isolated example.
The custom of using a ring to show
that you were acting with the
authority of another was common in
pre-literate societies and goes back
to biblical times. In Genesis the
Pharaoh of Egypt gives his ring to
Joseph when he appointed him as
Governor of Egypt. Turquoise rings
were not uncommon in the sixteenth
century and it is known that Henry

Barry Fletcher as Lord of the rings
Registered Charity No. 268055
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VIII gave such a ring to Cardinal
Wolsey. In Hilary Mantel’s novel
Wolf Hall, winner of the 2009 Man
Booker prize, Wolsey gives this
ring to Thomas Cromwell who in
turn became a leading advisor to
Henry VIII.
In 1836 the Chichester City regalia
were sold and the minute book of
the time records that only two items
were retained. These were a letter
seal, no doubt for its practical use,
and a snuff box presented by the
Duke of Richmond in the eighteenth
century but since stolen. The
Mayor’s ring was not sold with the
other regalia, as the sale catalogue
makes clear, and the absence of any
mention of it being specifically retained suggests that it was seen as
so obvious that that it must be retained that there was no need to
mention it in the minutes.
The Chichester Mayor’s ring is very
small and can only fit on the little
finger of a present day adult male. It
is rarely seen other than in a display
case but when I was Mayor of
Chichester I decided that it was a
pity that more use was not made of
this ring that had been worn by
Mayors of Chichester for hundreds
of years as a sign of their position
and authority. The Tudor ring is
now too valuable to be worn on a
day to day basis but I felt that it was
possible that a replica could be
made and used when the Mayor was
(Continued on bottom of page 7)
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More ChiSores: Traffic signs this time
Eighteen months ago, West Sussex
County Council after much deliberation erected some marvellous
and massive new signs to guide
traffic round our city. Some of
them were misprinted, and had to
be corrected (see picture at top
right) - but that's another story.
The traffic was obviously rather
less than grateful, and set to work
to demolish the signs. Those at
Westgate, at Oaklands Way and at
Portfield have been needing attention for some time now (see middle picture). However WSCC appears to be discouraged by the lack
of respect shown to their hard
work and has been letting these
signs lie around with the arrows
pointing in misleading or missing
directions (see bottom picture).
The longest delay of these three is
that for the Oaklands Way sign.
This was knocked down over a
year ago. Cllr Andrew Smith even
did a publicity photoshoot in
2008 in which he returned the sign
to the correct direction - and was
reprimanded for not observing
Health and Safety regulations. We
enquired about this same sign in
May 2009, and were assured that it
would be repaired by August.
Come on, WSCC! There must be
more than one person on the staff
qualified to design and re-erect
signs? And with a bit of luck, the
identity of the motorist who did
the damage will be known so that

any expense can be recovered from
their insurance company.
WSCC should not forget the sign
on the B2178 at the junction with
Brandy Hole lane, broken and part
missing for years (bottom below).

(Continued from page 6)

I wore the replica ring when performing my civic duties during the
rest of my year in office and it attracted a good deal of interest. My
hope was that it would be a general
custom that the Mayor in office
would wear this ring but, apart from
my immediate successor the late
Eva French, this unfortunately does
not seem to have been the case.
Even so the replica ring is kept in
the Council House and any future
Mayor of Chichester can wear it if
they should wish to do so.

carrying out his or her civic
functions.
I spoke to a number of jewellers in
Chichester and in the end Timothy
Roe, of Timothy Roe Fine Jewellery
in South Street, agreed to make a
replica. He produced a magnificent
ring identical to the original, other
than being slightly larger so it can
be worn more easily. He declined to
accept any payment saying that it
was something he was happy to do
for Chichester. Just to avoid any
confusion between the two rings the
modern one is inscribed on the inside with year it was made.
ISSUE NUMBER 163 ~ DECEMBER 2009

David Wilson

Councillor after serving continuously since 1995. He was Deputy
Mayor in 1997-98 and Mayor in
1998-99 .

Barry Fletcher
Barry recently retired as a City
Member of the Historic Towns Forum
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Planning: Keep it Local! Says Cicestrian
A decision by local councillors which
goes against the recommendations of
their planning officers always helps
bolster my faith in local democracy even if I don't agree with it. And I'm
happy to say that this happens on a
fairly regular basis here in Chichester,
both at East Pallant House and County Hall.
There were widespread local celebrations a while ago when West Sussex
county councillors chose not to accept officers' advice and rejected
plans for gravel-digging on land between the city and Lavant.
And more recently, district councillors
voted to turn down proposals for a
major development of student accommodation in Stockbridge Road, on the
fields of the former Girls' High
School site, despite recommendations
from the officers in favour.
In both of these cases, there were substantial local objections, and councillors made up their own minds after
listening to representations from local
people and organisations. The same
thing happens not infrequently with
more minor applications.
This is what councillors are elected to
do - weigh up the arguments and
make decisions. And politicians of all
parties - particularly the present Government - often lecture us about the
vital need for local decision-making.
In other words, local government by
the people, of the people, for the people.
Unfortunately, however, there is a
large fly in the ointment, and this particularly irritating insect takes the
form of the Planning Inspectorate.
This body has a band of inspectors
empowered to overrule decisions by
elected members of local authorities.
Some of the results locally
have ranged from disappointing
to disastrous. An individual based in
some other part of the country is sent
to Chichester - a place he or she has
probably never been to before, and
will probably never visit again - to
make a decision on a scheme which
local people will have to live with for
ever more.
I can just about accept the need for a
system for appeals involving very
large strategically important developments, residential or commercial, with
significant connotations for the road
Registered Charity No. 268055

network and other infrastructure. But
local decision-making should be left
to councillors who can be thrown out
if their electors disagree with the way
they are doing their job.
Tarmac has fortunately announced
that it is not appealing against the
county's decision to block gravel extraction at Hunter’s Race.
Old Girls’ High School Fields
In the case of the student development
proposed for Stockbridge Road, however, I imagine an appeal is very likely, and probably a public inquiry will
be held by an inspector in due course.
I admit that in this case I disagreed
with the decision arrived at by councillors. I think the arguments in favour
of the scheme - including the urgent
need for the accommodation, to serve
both the college and the university outweighed the local objections, particularly given the comprehensive
measures proposed for control and
security. It is not as though the project
was being planned for some quiet residential backwater. The site is next to
a busy main road and a very large leisure complex, and not far from an
industrial estate and the city rail and
bus stations.
But I respect the councillors'
democratically-made decision, and I
strongly resent the idea that some
unknown Government appointee
could steamroller this and impose the
development on a local community
which doesn't want it.
Hunter’s Race (shown above)
A three-day public inquiry was due to
be held in the city last month into an
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appeal against refusal of permission
for a major new housing development. The site involved was in the
narrow countryside gap between the
city and Lavant, and there had
been warnings that it would lead to a
'creeping coalescence' between Chichester and Lavant. In the event, the
proposals have been withdrawn for
the time being. But they have not
been abandoned, and are likely to surface again at some stage in the future.
If councillors stick to their unanimous
decision to reject the scheme, in this
case in line with an officers' recommendation, an inquiry is then likely to
take place.
There has been serious concern for
many years about the narrow green
gap separating the city and Lavant,
and councillors are absolutely right to
want to protect it.
One day a decision may have to be
taken on its future by an inspector,
and heaven help us. If the decision
goes against the councillors' ruling,
Government bureaucracy will have
once again trampled over local
democracy.

www.chichestersociety.org.uk
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Kingley Vale

A summary of Richard Williamson’s talk to our 2009 AGM
We were pleased to welcome Richard Williamson, well known local
naturalist and author of three books,
to be the speaker after the formalities of our 2009 AGM were complete. He used his slides to illustrate
his talk on Kingley Vale, beginning
with the top of Bow Hill, looking
towards the Isle of Wight. Nature
Conservation in this country began
here a century ago when this view
was called the finest in Europe.
After World War II the Vale became
one of the first National Nature
Reserves, a concept then copied
elsewhere in Europe.
Kingley Vale is home to one of Europe's most impressive yew forests.
Interesting slides of the yews with
their contorted branches followed;
some on the valley bottom are at
least one thousand years old and
maybe even up to 3,000 years old,
says the Forestry Commission. They
comprise some of the oldest living
organisms in Great Britain. Did early people plant them in great numbers for veneration? The Victorians
enjoyed visiting them, Tennyson
among them. Up to 30,000 people a
year visit the Reserve and Richard
has welcomed schoolchildren from
all over the UK. Every year about
February 28th “living smoke” is
seen. This is the male yew tree pollen which forms a cloud when the
Above: Kingley Vale, looking southeast with dew pond at middle right
Left: Aged yew tree contorted by time
and weather

branch is shaken, landing on the female tree to produce the attractive
red berries (edible except for the
highly poisonous pips).
Lovely slides of mammals followed, some of the 22 kinds there,
among them a shrew, pigmy
shrew, hare (overleaf), rabbits and
a dormouse (now an endangered
species so protected from clearance
work in the summer). Badgers are
protected too but are maybe too nu(Continued on page 10)
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the sheep, however, would spoil the

(Continued from page 9)

Brown hare

Spear thistle
with bumble bee

merous and a possible source of TB.
Culling may be necessary. They
used to be eaten, smoked like bacon.
Deer similarly are too numerous (2
million in the UK) and candidates
for culling. Varieties present in the
Vale include muntjac deer
(originally imported from Manchuria) and the fallow deer (a danger to
traffic especially in the rutting season). Deer, many of which are not in
good health, damage the trees and
thus also need culling, he said.
Flowers are abundant, some needing
a special microclimate. Orchids are
common, attracting bees by emitting
a scent similar to a female bee, a
system developed over millions of
years. Varieties found include the
early purple, and the spotted orchid
(both seen above).
Kingley Vale is a microcosm for
the whole of the South Downs and
as such is always changing. Beginning with a 1911 sepia photo, he
showed how a particular view of the
Vale changed over the decades. The
Downs need to be managed to keep
down brambles, tree and shrub

Early purple (above) and
spotted orchid (below)

rural aspect.
He had used a tractor to cut the
meadows back in 1964 and this tractor had been used all over England
in other nature reserves. Horses and
donkeys had been used to control
growth, aiding the natural work of

rabbits. The dew pond for sheep he
constructed 35 years ago remains
growth. Sheep grazing was the tradi- and now has water lilies and newts
tional method and without the sheep in it.
the Downs would revert to woodNow butterflies are back in abunland, losing the microscopic plants
and insects. Sheep fences to contain dance in 40 varieties. More varieties
are found here than anywhere else,
Registered Charity No. 268055
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including purple emperor, peacock,

marble white and a yellow one from
Africa. From a single square yard
patch of horseshoe vetch, the entire
chalkhill blue butterfly supply (25 a
year) is hatched. This butterfly relies
on ants to take its eggs underground . Richard has studied the
many varieties for 40 years and
found numbers fluctuate on an
8-year cycle. On one day he saw
1,880 meadow brown butterflies but
his charts showed numbers rising
and falling from year to year.
We saw slides of some of the 56
(Continued on page 11)
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(Continued from page 10)

species of birds in Kingley Vale,
including a woodcock, green woodpecker, nuthatch, wren, nightingale,
both long-eared owl, barn owl, buzzard (of which there are 250 pairs in
West Sussex), hawfinch, and pheasant. Each blackbird needs a minimum area for itself. Yellowhammers
are declining as habitats are reduced. Bird numbers fluctuate too
and they have their own disease:
Asian pox, a single cell virus. Richard has kept his bird records for both
the Vale and West Dean woods for
40 years.
There are 16 archaeological sites in
the Vale and we enjoyed seeing an
axe head 40,000 years old and an
excellently made knife blade from
Neolithic times. There was a badly
run excavation in the eighteenth
century of the Bronze Age tombs
visible as mounds on Bow Hill. The
finds were placed in Lewes
museum.
More recently the area was used for
military training in 1944, and after
the war thorough bomb disposal
team searches produced over 6,000
mortar bombs, other bombs, shells
and explosives, both harmless and
dangerous, some buried up to 20
feet deep. They included a world
war one rocket. They were blown up
on Fridays, after locals had been
advised to open their windows!
Richard Williamson made the audience proud to live so near such a
naturally rich amenity, brilliant for
wild life. We heard there are 1,764
flowering plants in Sussex, 92
blackberry species (602 in the UK)
and 350 bird species (1,000 in the
UK).
Kingley Vale is a nationally important nature reserve; it is a Site of
Special Scientific Interest (SSCI)
and is a possible Special Area of
Conservation (SAC) under European wildlife legislation. It has the finest yew forest in the world with
30,000 trees. Richard’s enthusiasm
and detailed knowledge of the Vale
was warmly appreciated by everyone.
Pam Dignum

Purple Emperor (above)
Chalkhill Blue (below)

Buzzard

Below: The 3,500-years old Bronze
age burial mounds on Bow Hill

Richard Williamson kindly loaned all the
photos on pages 10 and 11
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RAF Tangmere and the French Resistance
In the early hours of September
13th 1943 the Duty Officer in the
Control Room of RAF Tangmere,
actually located within Bishop Otter College near the centre of
Chichester, watched three aircraft
crawling across the plotting table
as they made their way homewards from Occupied France.
He knew they were 'Specials'
from Tangmere's secret 161
Squadron. On board the lead
Lysander aircraft, flown by
Squadron Leader Hugh Verity,
was French Resistance leader
Paul Schmidt and his heavily
pregnant wife Françoise. Both
were members of Jean Moulin's
Bureau d'Opérations Aériennes
(the BOA) run from London by
the Special Operations Executive's 'RF' section and De Gaulle's
Bureau Central de Renseignement et d' Action (the BCRA).
Moulin, who passed through
Tangmere twice in February and
March 1943, had been De
Gaulle's key man in France until
his arrest by the Gestapo in Lyon
in June 1943. Schmidt, along
with Raymond Fassin and Hervé
Montjaret, was one of Moulin's
key lieutenants from the very
start of his Resistance activities
in the Lyon area in early 1942.
Paul and Françoise at that time
were only known by their aliases
'KIM' and 'MONIQUE'. On landing safely at Tangmere they were
rushed to nearby Bignor Manor,
the BCRA 'safe house,' and then
on to its London headquarters. By
September 1943 the Schmidts
were 'brûlés' (i.e. burnt-out) in
France and their evacuation by 161
Squadron almost certainly saved
their lives.
In late 1942, Moulin had sent
Schmidt north from Lyon to Paris
to run BOA operations west of the
Capital. Reporting directly to him
in the Chartres area would be André Gagnon, alias 'Pierre
Legrand' (PLG) then 'KIM J'.
Gagnon, who in the late 1930's
Registered Charity No. 268055

owned the City's leading cycle
shop, would in 1945 be elected
Mayor of Chartres.
Chichester is of course twinned
with Chartres, and, on learning of
my interest in Jean Moulin, Prefect of L'Eure et Loir in 1939/40,
the 'Amis des Jumelages' sent me
the transcript of a special conference held in the City in June 1999
on the 100th Anniversary of
Moulin's birth. One of the conference guest speakers was Mme
Marie-Françoise Soulier, a former
President of the ChichesterChartres section of the 'Amis des
Jumelages'
Deep in the document is a reference to the fact that André
Gagnon had donated his secret
wartime BOA notes and records to the Chartres Municipal
Archive but that they were
very difficult to understand as
they were mainly in code.
I knew of the links between
Gagnon, Schmidt and Moulin,
so in August this year Gerard
Dufresne of the 'Amis des
Jumelages' arranged for me to
visit the Chartres Municipal Archives to examine and copy

Gagnon's file. Earlier, Gerard
had also tracked down a postwar manuscript by Gagnon
about his BOA activities.
Armed with the latter, we were
able to understand most of the
coded material - incidentally the
code was named 'Paul
Monique'.
What the archive reveals are the
sites or 'terrains' proposed to and
approved by the RAF to drop
agents, weapons and supplies
mainly by parachute in 1943/44 in
Gagnon's area of command.
Maps and codes reveal the precise locations for the 'drops',
the Morse recognition signal
to be used and the BBC
'personal message' which
would confirm the actual timing. There is a record of exactly what was delivered, and
added post-war are the names
of those who formed the Reception Committees.
Two drops took place at
'terrains' very close to Chartres, one code- named 'ANE'
and the other 'BISON' by Gagnon. Though we believe 'ANE'
may have been used subse-

Map showing locations for “drops”. Chartres is at top right
(Doc. Archives Municipales Chartres )
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Extract from Gagnon’s BISON notes (Doc. Archives Municipales Chartres )

quently for a 'pick-up' operation by a 161 Squadron Lysander from Tangmere, it is
'BISON' which is more significant for certain Chartrains.
The extract from Gagnon's BISON
notes shown above, locates the
drop zone just south-west of Chartres at the village of Meslay-leGrenet. The Morse recognition
signal is 'P' (. - -.), Timing 23/3/43, BBC confirmation to be
broadcast -'Merci pour ceux qui
sont de la revue'. Two Agents,
four containers, and three parcels
were dropped, but a fourth parcel
went missing.
The names of the Reception
Committee added bottom left
ISSUE NUMBER 163 ~ DECEMBER 2009

include the Mayor of Meslay,
Alcide Manceau, and significantly 'Porte'- this was the controversial Charles Porte, Chartres'
Commissaire de Police - at the
time supposedly trusted by the
Germans!
The two Agents and their radio
set were sent immediately to Paris by train and the supplies were
transported into the centre of
Chartres by van and hidden.
Gagnon and Porte cycled back
into Chartres. However, the
Chartres Gestapo soon learned
about BISON and Gagnon and
Porte became suspects. Tipped
off, they both quickly
'disappeared' from Chartres,

Gagnon initially to Paris and
Porte to Lyon where he joined
Jean Moulin undercover.
Gagnon's wife and daughter
were soon arrested by the Gestapo but fortunately released unharmed several weeks later. His
son Maurice (GALILEE 15)
then joined his father and both
continued their work in the
BOA until Liberation.
It was Gagnon, as Mayor, who
received General George S. Patton
when he visited Chartres in October 1945. The photos of the two
are from Gagnon's file which also
contains post-war correspondence
between Gagnon and Laure Moulin, the sister of Jean Moulin.
161 Squadron Tangmere flights
can be linked directly or indirectly to other Resistance figures in
Chartres. For instance, when
Hugh Verity 'picked up' the
Schmidts from near Tours, he
simultaneously set down Jean
Kammerer ( Aliases ERIC and
ARCHER), who on D-Day was to
become Regional Military Delegate, Free French, for Normandy
but was killed later in Germany.
Jean Kammerer had been appointed Chef du Cabinet at the
Chartres Prefecture in February
1941. At the end of September
that same year he also decided to
'disappear' from Chartres to secretly join De Gaulle in London.
His heroic Resistance journey
started on a bicycle hastily procured by coupon from André
Gagnon's cycle shop!

Martyn Bell
Martyn is a City Councillor,
Chichester Society Executive
Committee Member and Secretary of Friends of Chartres, our
twinning association.
Acknowledgements: 'Amis des
Jumelages', Chartres; Squadron Leader Hugh Verity DSO
and Bar, DFC; Tangmere Military Aviation Museum; Les
Archives Municipales-Ville de
Chartres; and Claude Gag-
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non.

Above: Jean Kammerer
Top left: US General Patton (in army
overcoat) with Mayor Gagnon on his
left with Chartres Cathedral behind
in October 1945
Middle left: October 1945, General
Patton and André Gagnon (second
from right) inspect a model of the
historic 'Porte Guillaume', Chartres,
destroyed by retreating Germans in
August 1944
Bottom left:US General Patton
(fourth from left, this time in civilian
dress) with Mayor Gagnon
(All three photos at left from
Doc. Archives Municipales Chartres )
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THE CHICHESTER SOCIETY NEWSLETTER

www.chichestersociety.org.uk

14

New Park Centre Update: The Community Information Centre
Many people have seen a new addition to the New Park Centre vista in
recent months. A small red portacabin
has appeared next to the main entrance and cinema foyer. This is the
temporary home of the now open
Community Information Centre
(CIC). Eventually the CIC service
will move into its permanent home
within the new foyer of the redeveloped community centre. In the meantime work is carried out from the affectionately known, “Red Box”.
The birth of the CIC started many
months ago after services and charities realised that information pertinent
to the community’s needs could not
be easily found. The information and
support systems existed; the problem
was they were not easily accessible.
The Volunteer and Community Action-Chichester District (VCA-CD,
formerly CVS) and the Healthier Partnership created a joint working party
with New Park Centre to plan a cost
effective solution. Funding was obtained from Chichester District Council and West Sussex Primary Care
Trust the planning process was under
way.
During the feasibility study for the
New Park development two main specific needs of residents were identified which led to the idea for a Community Information Centre at New
Park, namely:1. A lack of accessible accommodation for frontline voluntary and
community sector groups and
services in Chichester City Centre
with outreach services often
squeezed into hard to locate facilities, many without disabled access.
2 A need for a centrally located,
accessible facility providing an
‘umbrella’ of information for the

ISSUE NUMBER 163 ~ DECEMBER 2009

general public relating to health
and wellbeing issues and the wide
range of social care and community
activities and services available in
Chichester and district. This would
give voluntary and community
groups the opportunity to proactively promote their services and
facilities all in one place.
Printed information available within
the portacabin is necessarily limited
by available space but aims to cover a
generic range of heath, wellbeing,
social and older people’s issues.
Visitors to the CIC quite often bring
new subjects of enquiry to challenge
the Information Centre’s manager,
Pat Burton, and her fellow volunteers. The team are developing a deep
knowledge base to assist with signposting visitors to access expert advice services, local community facilities and health services using in-house
information and the internet. They
also assist charities and services to
interact in a network of shared information to ensure a wider awareness of
new initiatives and organised events.
The CIC also offers ‘one to one’ sessions to local advice services. At the
time of writing VCA-CD hold Tuesday morning sessions meeting prospective community volunteers. On
Friday mornings local solicitors give
free referral advice on Legal Aid services. Other organisations have also
shown interest.
Since the announcement that the
Fernleigh Centre is to close, New
Park Centre has, so far, been able to
accommodate five of its former user
groups. CIC volunteers have assisted
others with information on local facilities and contacts.
The Chichester News is working
closely with Pat on a dedicated week-

ly page to local charities and services
under the Community Information
heading. Information on any organisation’s activities is welcome.
Bill Jutton, Vice-Chairman of New
Park Community and Arts Association (NPCAA) said, “We are excited
at the prospect of enabling local citizens to better access local services
making a significant contribution to
services delivery for the whole community, a deepening of our partnership with the VCA CD and the local
voluntary and community sector, and
vital learning for the future development of New Park. Setting up the centre early on in New Park’s development timetable also demonstrates our
commitment to being at the heart of
community services and activity. We
are particularly grateful for the support of the Healthier Chichester Partnership, CDC and the PCT all of
which will help attract additional funders to the project.”

Bill Jutton

Vice-Chairman, NPCAA
Telephone: 01243 583988
Mobile 07761097825
E-mail: bill.jutton@btopenworld.com
CIC phone number: 01243 781006
(open only part-time at present but
answerphone)

Below: the planned redeveloped centre
from the east
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The Chairman’s Report to the 2009 AGM
The Chairman, Tony Dignum, began his summary of our major activities since September last year
with the work our Vice Chairman,
David Laing, has done to secure a
northward flow of traffic in East
Walls, reducing inner city traffic as
called for in our policy paper
"Containing the Car".
David also urged strongly that Priory Park should not be a bulkstandard municipal park, but instead
should retain what members have
told us they want: namely its character of peaceful, semi-rural calm. We
believe the Council now agrees with
this objective and in any case any
plans for ‘improvements’ are likely
to be shelved as part of the District
Council’s spending squeeze. David
Laing has played a major role in
developing the Council’s excellent
plans for Bishop’s Palace Gardens
to improve that rather neglected oasis of peace. These were illustrated
in our March 2009 issue and are being implemented now.

Planning
As ever our Secretary David Wilson has been assiduous on our behalf in lodging reasoned objections
to selected, unsatisfactory planning
applications. His work has led to a
heartening number of positive responses from the District Council or
the developer concerned. We copy

Tony Dignum
Registered Charity No. 268055

our objections to planning applications to the Chichester Observer.
We continued to achieve quite extensive publicity over the past year
for our views. John Pavitt has done
much of the detailed work on our
appraisals of both major and minor
developments, particularly Graylingwell and the new District
Museum.
Another avenue for the Society’s
influence on planning issues is the
Conservation Area Advisory
Committee on which three of our
Committee members are represented, namely John Templeton, David
Wilson and Jean Symons. David
represents the Society and John and
Jean are on as the representatives of
other organisations.
John Templeton represented us
on the South Downs Campaign in
pushing for a National Park boundary closer to the city. Although unsuccessful in this, most members
will join with him in welcoming the
near certainty that there will be a
South Downs National Park. John
also represents us on the North East
Chichester Forum, concerned with
the redevelopment of the massive
Graylingwell and Barracks sites.
David Wilson sits on the District
Council’s Walls Steering Group
which is monitoring the spending of
the Heritage Lottery grant of
£685,000, for the walls, for maintenance, tourism and education.

Our new membership brochure
introduced many new members in
2008/09

case to the Planning Committee. We
had six speakers, including your
Chairman. We dealt solely with
planning issues, avoiding simple
nimbyism, and secured a nem con
vote from the Committee.

An increasing membership

Your society also needs a strong
membership to give weight to our
opinions. Our aim is at least to
make good the inevitable losses of
members over the past year as some
pass on or move away.
Annual subscription-paying memGravel victory
bers were 500 in August, compared
Our biggest success in 2009 was
with 455 a year before and only 234
persuading the county’s Planning
eight years ago. Total membership
Committee in March to reject Tarwas 745 in August 2009 compared
mac’s application for gravel extrac- with 701 a year earlier.
tion south of Lavant and NW of the
The Newsletter continues to be procity. Tarmac did not appeal within
duced and posted smoothly. Bill
the 6 month period allowed so we
Sharp, John Templeton and Dahave real cause to celebrate that
there will not be noisy gravel trucks vid Wilson do a thorough proofdown residential roads: Broyle Road read and style check on the Newsletter each quarter. Stuffing the newsand Spitalfield Lane or Orchard
Street. We were part of a very effec- letters into envelopes is done by a
team of volunteers, sitting down at
tive campaign entitled RAGE
Bill Sharp’s dining table. We thank
(Residents Against Gravel Extraction). The secret of success was ex- our envelope stuffing team for all
their hard work, and Bill and Sarah
pert involvement, community support, focused committee discussions for providing the venue.
and a coherent plan to present our
(Continued on page 17)
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We keep our webpage
ww.chichestersociety.org.uk
up to date. We are grateful to our
Secretary, David Wilson, for putting in the work to maintain the
site.
The Executive Committee has
had a busy year and I would like to
thank all my fellow officers and
executive colleagues for their enthusiastic and active support. We
enjoy our job on your behalf and
work well together. That’s why it
is good news that all of our Committee members sought re-election.
We also welcome new committee
members with enthusiasm and
commitment to our city and a wish
to contribute to our work. David
Laing has stepped down as ViceChairman and we thank him for his
time in that role. We are delighted
that our longest serving Committee
member and a member since our
foundation, John Templeton, has
kindly agreed to take over as our
Vice-Chairman.
Summing up

Action on a ChiSore:
The Bedford Hotel at Southgate
As we quoted in our
June issue, member
Derek Lugsdin wrote
to us "Is there anything
The Chichester Society
can do to facilitate the
progress of building or
demolishing the Bedford Hotel in
Southgate? It has been
in its current state for
a long while and is not
the most attractive
sight on entering the
city from the South".
We are pleased to report that there has been
action in the past few
months so the ugly
facade above has been
replaced as seen at left.
Mr Lugsdin wrote to
say “Well done The
Society.”

 We continue to be active on
your behalf on a wide range of
issues important to our members.
 We continue to produce our
main means of communication,
the Newsletter in colour.
 We have ensured our membership is committed to our current
objectives rather than merely to
a campaign over 35 years ago,
and we have taken steps to attract new members with a new
brochure.

Tony Dignum

Save our postage and use email!

We would like to continue to build up our file of members’ email addresses and would
appreciate you advising us of yours if you have not already done so by sending an
email to chisoc@hotmail.com
ISSUE NUMBER 163 ~ DECEMBER 2009
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The Secretary’s Report to the 2009 AGM
Much of what the Secretary does
relates to the bread-and-butter
work of monitoring planning applications, the number of which is
quite substantial – perhaps a hundred of significance every year .
The applications can be divided
into three groups: really big, noticeable, and run-of-the mill. As
far as possible, we try to become
involved at an early stage in the
really big ones. Thus Executive
Committee members have led discussion groups in the Graylingwell
community and followed up at later meetings. We think that the upshot is a viable plan for attractive
and practical housing in the area.
We will still need to campaign on
transport arrangements as there
will be significantly extra traffic,
the issues being access across
Graylingwell, a good bus service
reduce car usage and queues at the
Northgate gyratory.
We have made our case to be part
of the statutory consultation process in the revision of Local Development Framework (LDF) for
Chichester. We want to mitigate as
far as possible the housing requirements placed on the area, especially when these conflict with the absence of proper infrastructure –

Not one, but two A-boards, are now the norm. How many duplicates can you spot?

such as the A27 upgrade, and to
prevent sprawl leading to yet another South Coast conurbation. We
are fortunate, in that most of the
requirements for housing can be
met by the Graylingwell and Barracks sites and thus no need to go
outside the Settlement Policy Area
(SPA). Before the LDF comes into
being, we have to be vigilant about
developers trying to obtain permission for patches of unsuitable land
just outside the SPA.

Work begins at Graylingwell on the first 110 homes
in the site’s north-west corner
Registered Charity No. 268055
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In the ‘noticeable’ category come
the extension to the Ship Hotel, the
conversion of the rear of the Post
Office to a Travelodge Hotel and
the replacement of the Regnum
Press by offices. We have supported these ventures in principle, believing that the health of the city
requires continuing and active
commercial opportunities though
objecting to elements of designs if
these represent a decades-long
eyesore in Chichester. Both the
former Regnum Press (in St John's
Street, next to St John's Chapel)
and Ship Hotel proposed developments included incongruous modernist elements and in each case
we have suggested a more sympathetic treatment. We have also suggested that the proposal for 321
student flats on the site of the
Chichester High School for Girls
is a case of over-development, a
view also taken by the Council’s
Development Committee.
The run-of-the-mill items are most
often the fascias of shopfronts
which seem to be all about massproduced and centrally devised
logos, with no flexibility to suit
local circumstances, and which are
converting Chichester to another
‘clone town’. So far we have suc(Continued on page 19)
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cessfully opposed floodlit frontages, but the District Council have
frequently ignored their own
guidelines and permitted plastic
fascias. We also have had no success in opposing the 200+ Aboards which clutter our streets to
the point of being counterproductive.
The ‘ChiSore’ feature in the
Newsletter however has proved to
be quite effective. The weedscape
behind the Post Office, the lack of
activity at the Bedford Hotel, and
the dilapidation of the Northgate
cottage all improved after being
featured. We hope that the same
will apply to estate agents’ signs in
the conservation area and the de-

David Wilson

struction of an attractive arch behind Trent’s. More ChiSores are
planned – watch the newsletter!
Finally, a few remarks on Heritage Lottery Fund’s grant for the
Chichester City Walls. Chichester has arguably the best example
of ancient walls of any town in
Britain. They score highly for
completeness, accessibility and
attractive views, and are the only
British example of walls on the
original Roman line. Most of the
money will go for necessary repairs, and there will soon be test
drilling in preparation for next
year’s work. The bid also provides
for better and more informatory
signage, and for the Walls Walk
Trust to train more guides.
There are also a number of community spin-offs including the archaeological dig behind the Deanery. This may yield information
about the Roman city before the
walls, as houses may have been
outside the walled area here. There
was a very enjoyable open day at
the end of the dig, on October 24th.
The university is also compiling an
oral history of the walls in the 20th
century. Memories from
longstanding residents will be
sought – please contact me if you
can contribute.

Walls community dig

David Wilson

Chisoc Date for
Your Diary

Annual General
Meeting
Wednesday,
20th October
2010
at 7:00pm
In the Upstairs Assembly
Room
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Chichester Society Accounts for the Year to 31st August 2009
Income and Expenditure Account for the year to 31st August 2009
Sept '2008 - Aug
2009
Income

Sept '2007 - Aug
2008

£

£ Change

£

Gift Aid on Subs & Donations

770

703

67

Interest Income

374

598

-224

Newsletter Advertising

645

636

9

12

10

2

3,588

3,525

63

5,389

5,472

-83

EC and General Meetings

188

372

-184

Membership Brochure

370

0

370

Insurance

160

155

5

Newsletter

3052

2,904

148

Office Admin expenses

258

436

-178

Subs to Other Bodies

360

375

-15

Total Expense

4,388

4,242

146

Net Income

1,001

1,230

-229

14,211

13,210

1,001

15,854

14,112

1,742

281

0

281

-1,923

-902

-1,022

Publication Sales
Subscriptions & Donations
Total Income

Expense

Balance Sheet at 31st August 2009
NET ASSETS
Comprising
Cash at bank
Postage stamps in stock
LESS Subscriptions paid in
advance and life members’
lump sums spread

Elected at 2009 AGM

The Officers and Committee elected at the 2009 AGM were:Chairman: Tony Dignum
Vice-Chairman: John Templeton
Secretary: David Wilson
Treasurer: vacant (Chairman acting as Treasurer)
Members of the Executive Committee:
Martyn Bell, Madeleine Keene, David Laing, Cédric Mitchell, John Pavitt, Bill Sharp
and Jean Symons

Books,

THE CHICHESTER SOCIETY
Registered Charity No 268055
Registered with the Civic Trust
T 01243 536725
E chisoc@hotmail.com
Patron: The Mayor of Chichester
President: David Goodman
Vice-Presidents: Joy Crawshaw
and Ken Newbury

MEMBERSHIP

Registered Charity No. 268055

Annual Membership: £5 by Standing Order;
£7 by cheque
Under-18s: £2.50
Joint Membership (double): £8.00 by Standing
Order; £10 by cheque
Corporate membership: £100.00 (one-off payment)
Life Membership (60 and over):
£75 single; £ 100 joint
Applications for membership and annual
subscriptions to the Chairman, Highgate House,
West Broyle Drive, Chichester PO19 3PP
(01243 538585)

Editor:Tony Dignum
Editorial Sub-Committee: Tony Dignum, Bill
Sharp, John Templeton and David Wilson
Advertising : Martyn Bell (01243 839704)
Letters to the Editor to the Secretary,
11 North Walls, Chichester PO19 1DA
Neither the Editorial Sub-Committee nor the Society
necessarily subscribe to the views expressed by our
contributors, but we believe that all shades of
opinion should be expressed in this newsletter. The
Editorial Sub-Committee reserves the right to edit as
necessary any submitted articles and letters.

The Newsletter is published by The Chichester Society
and printed by Purco Print,
1a Upper Redlands Road, Reading RG1 5JJ
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