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The Festival of Chichester arrives in June, national and local elections are history, 

and even planning issues have been on the ‘back burner’ for a while! So time to 

enjoy all that is on offer over the coming weeks, including the varied articles in 

this issue, trips for members and our first prize crossword. And keep up-to-date 

via our website! 

www.chichestersociety.org.uk 

AND NOW THE FUN BEGINS! 

Photos clockwise from top left: 

Canal walk, 

Cathedral from Bishop’s Palace Gardens,  

Flower bed in same garden 

Cricket on Prebendal sports ground 

Bluebells in Bishop’s Palace Gardens 

http://www.chichestersociety.org.uk
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I was interested to see on the scaffolding of the North 

Tower of the Cathedral this spring a builder’s strapline 

that ran something like: ‘ensuring that the past has a 

future’. When looking into the twentieth  century 

(‘C20’) built heritage of Chichester, one does wonder 

who was ensuring that the present became a worthy 

heritage for tomorrow.  

Early Initiatives Disappoint 

As many remember, most of the new build or rebuild-

ing took place in the 1960s and 70s and was fuelled by 

developers, with the usual uneven results. Stark system

-built blocks, quite often in prominent positions such 

as Metro House at Northgate, came to define modern 

architecture for many citizens and not just in Chiches-

ter. It was in this crucible of course that the Chichester 

Society was formed, mandated to protect the built her-

itage of the past. 

Time for a Reappraisal 

Now that the century has passed, we can take time to 

assess its presence in the Chichester cityscape and to 

consider how we may ensure it too has a future.  

 

We could start by taking a more discerning look at 

what the century has bequeathed us, before a lot of it is 

carelessly disfigured or destroyed in an atmosphere of 

general derision. In 2006, a walk around Chichester’s 

‘charms’ was organised by the 20th Century Society, 

and headed by this judgement: 

 

‘The 20th Century did not exactly contribute a wealth 

of landmark buildings to Chichester and it reflected 

the work of even fewer big-name architects.’  

 

Alarmingly, until official renewal, the local conserva-

tion area plan continues to identify a number of C20 

buildings of merit as ‘negative’. Yet we have a surpris-

ing number of interesting buildings from the period, 

often with their accompanying public art, and many of 

them still openly accessible to view. 

 

Why were our C20 citizens not building the architec-

ture of their own times to ensure the heritage of tomor-

row? Did the necessary focus on ensuring that the pre-

vious centuries’ output had a future afford too small a 

space for informed debate on the merits of the contem-

porary? Certainly, the art deco movement passed 

Chichester by completely, and much of the 1930s re-

building is in mock-Georgian style. 

 

The Post Office, West Street 

 

Did the broken postwar economy lead to a failure of 

public leadership, with no resources allocated to 

commissioning decent architects, thus leaving the 

leadership of the built environment in the hands of 

the developer? Up and down the land, neither strate-

gy has been a guarantee of aesthetic quality. 

The Impact of Visionaries 

Yet there were some tastemakers about: C. G. Still-

man, Dean Hussey, Sir Hugh Casson, Sir Philip 

Powell and Leslie Evershed-Martin immediately 

come to mind, and there were others. The architec-

tural practices of Powell & Moya, ABK and Casson 

Conder were three big architects who did leave their 

mark, as did the County Architect’s department; and 

Chichester still benefits from the striking vision of 

Evershed-Martin and the comprehensive Modernist 

contribution to the City by the postwar team at the 

Cathedral. 

 

Marriott Lodge, Tollhouse Close 

CHICHESTER’S 20th CENTURY HERITAGE 

Colin Hicks, FRSA and a local member of the 20th Century Society considers the ‘oft-ignored’ 



ISSUE NUMBER 185 - JUNE 2015   Read earlier editions on our website at www.chichestersociety.org.uk       3      

 

 

Protection by Listing 

The C20 heritage is increasingly being protected 

through the listing system, both at national and local 

level. In Chichester, Historic England (formerly Eng-

lish Heritage) has singled out the religious art in the 

Catholic Church of St Richards (Grade II), Marriott 

Lodge (Grade II) and the Chichester Festival Theatre 

(Grade II*), and last month awarded Grade II listed 

status to the WSCC library in Tower Street. 

The Library, Tower Street 

Chichester District Council’s own local list rounds 

up further C20 stock that merits attention: the Rail-

way Station, the Ave. de Chartres car park, the Bus 

Station & Garage and the County Court on the South 

  The Bus Garage, Southgate 

 

axis; on the West, the General Post Office, the 

Chichester College admin block, Parklands CP 

School and the Ridgeway retail parade; to the North 

the Minerva Theatre, the University Chapel of the 

Ascension, Fordwater Copse and number 7 Lavant 

Road; and to the East the reputedly Lutyens-

influenced façade of Marks & Spencer. 

But the Damage Continues 

In C21, disappearances and disfigurements of this her-

itage are now taking place, most notably the loss of 

the two Powell & Moya houses in Mount Lane (one 

of which still figures on the local list even though de-

molished); the oblit-

eration of the 

‘Festival of Britain’ 

decoration in the 

railway station 

(even though it too 

is on the local list); 

the recent disfigure-

ment of what was a 

rare triplet of well-

balanced Arts & 

Crafts-inspired 

dwellings built by 

Henty on Orchard 

Street; and now ret-

rospective changes 

to the Sir Hugh  

Casson Gold Arts 

building at the Cross. 

 

And let us include here a particularly rich inheritance 

of public C20 art which has been well documented 

elsewhere. 

 

Quite apart from the fantastic riches of the Cathedral, 

consider Yvonne Hudson’s ‘Minerva’ on Sussex 

House in North Street, John Skelton’s ‘Symbol of 

Discovery’ (as yet still standing outside the former 

museum building), the artworks of the University 

Gold Arts, North/East Street 
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Chapel, and even John Skelton’s Sainsbury mural, 

moved from the city centre and now hidden among 

the trolleys on the outskirts of town. 

Time for Better Understanding  

Recently, the Chichester Festival Theatre team 

have managed a marvellous renewal of one of our 

major C20 icons.  

 

Surely time then to update comprehensively the 

20th Century Society’s 2006 walk and ‘Renew’ the 

general understanding of the C20 contribution to 

Chichester’s heritage landscape?  

Chichester Festival Theatre ‘Renewed’ 
Thanks to Harry Page for the photos &  

Nevil Hopkins for his assistance 

A Technical Appreciation of the Buildings in this Article 

 

The General Post Office -  Architect D Dyke, Ministry of Works, c1937. Local listing. 

Completed c1937 in red brick, neo-baroque style and set back from the common building line. It is in fact 

steel framed. Alludes to the 18th century in a 1930s manner. Much of the original character and fabric intact. 

Marriott Lodge - Architects ABK (Ahrends, Buton and Koralek) 1965. Listed Grade II. 

Originally built as Gillett House for Chichester Theological College to provide student accommodation. It 

was designed in an unashamedly brutalist style using sawn-board finished reinforced concrete, local brick 

and stained softwood forming a fairly rugged impression. A small but distinguished example of the best high-

er education work of the 60s when quality not quantity still mattered. It has imaginative use of space inside. 

WSCC County Library - Geoff Entwhistle & Rod Funnell, office of FR Steele County Archi-

tect, engineered by Ove Arup & Partners 1967. Listed Grade II.  

Listed by Historic England in 2015. English Heritage had previously turned it down because ‘weak in execu-

tion… lacks elegance... not pioneering architecture’. However, a good example of an unaltered modern-

ist building which successfully represents the spirit of its age. Although a simple design which has managed 

to avoid looking dated, the shape does not make for an easy layout inside. One of the first electronic libraries 

in England, it is now an important landmark building in Tower Street. 

Chichester Bus Garage - Engineers Alfred Goldstein and R Travers of Morgan & Partners. Architect un-

known 1956. Local listing. 

Built in 1956 along with the bus station. Its interest is engineering rather than architectural – it is an early ex-

ample of thin-shell concrete single span construction. The clear span pre-stressed concrete roof is unusually 

thin for the period.  

Gold Arts -1 North Street/88 East St - Architect Sir Hugh Casson 1962. Not listed. 

On a sensitive site overlooking the Cross. Built in 1960 as Lennard’s shoe shop on the site of their earlier 

building which almost collapsed and had to be shored up as a matter of urgency. 

Chichester Festival Theatre - Architects Powell & Moya 1962, restored by Haworth Tompkins Architects 

and construction team Osborne 2014. Listed Grade II*. 

The most iconic of Chichester’s C20 buildings. The 1316 seat auditorium was the first in a modern theatre to 

have an open ‘thrust’ stage with the audience seated around it on three sides. It makes bold use of in-

situ concrete and the extremities of the cantilevering main beams are tied together with tendons across the 

roof-space to give an interior uncluttered by columns. It accommodates twice the audience of Peter Moro’s 

Nottingham Playhouse, but was built to a lower budget. Sir Philip Powell was a local boy. 

The Twentieth Century Society was founded as the Thirties  Society in 1979, and exists to safe-

guard the heritage of architecture and design in Britain from 1914 onwards. The Society’s prime 

objectives are conservation and education.  Details are available at www.c20society.org.uk 

http://www.c20society.org.uk/
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WILDLIFE MEADOWS - A VISION FOR  ‘THE TWO FIELDS’ 

Andrew Berriman, Vice Chairman, Friends of Brandy Hole Copse expresses their aspirations 

Brandy Hole Copse is Chichester’s only Local  

Nature Reserve and is much loved by local resi-

dents. The largest pond is natural, the Brandy Hole, 

whereas the other two, Willow and Cops, were dug 

out in 1990/1 by the RMP ‘squaddies’. The ponds 

are a haven for wildlife, for newts and other reptiles. 

The secondary stands of mature sweet chestnuts and 

oak are magnificent. The small paths are well main-

tained by the Friends of Brandy Hole Copse, the 

committed volunteer custodians. Then there’s its 

name. There really were brandy holes here, dug by 

smugglers into the soft gravel for storage of the illic-

it liquor.  

The Neighbouring ‘Two Fields’ 

‘The Two Fields’ are located just to the south of 

Brandy Hole Copse, and just north east of the 

B2178 Old Broyle Road, opposite Whitehouse 

Farm. Locals call the smaller field to the west the 

‘dewpond’ field, and its larger neighbour the 

‘maize’ field, as that is the crop grown on it. The 

public is allowed to walk around the edges of these 

fields.  

 

From the fields there is a glorious view down over 

the city of Chichester, and in particular of the  

Cathedral. Between the fields is a magnificent stand 

of mature oaks, over 150 years old, the finest in the 

city. In the ‘dewpond’ field there was a very rare 

sighting of a female Queen of Spain fritillary butter-

fly in October 2009, newly arrived from Normandy. 

She obviously found the field’s habitat to her liking.  

 

These two fields are essential to the biodiversity of 

Brandy Hole Copse, and must be nurtured and  

valued in just the same way as is the Copse. 

Impact of the Whitehouse Farm Proposals 

Whitehouse Farm has become shorthand for Chich-

ester District Council’s Draft Local Plan proposals 

for development of the ‘West of Chichester Strate-

gic Development Location’. Miller Homes and  

Linden Homes propose to build 1600 houses there.  

 

Brandy Hole Copse, as designated ‘ancient wood-

land’, is untouchable, and not part of the site. How-

ever, the status of ‘the two fields’ is less clear, as is 

their current ownership. Although actual building on 

them is not envisaged, they are in a vulnerable loca-

tion, right next to the proposed large roundabout 

which will give access to the Whitehouse Farm site 

during the first phase of building 750 houses before 

2019.  If the development is approved, all the construc-

tion machinery and vehicles will be using that rounda-

bout. At the public consultation meeting on 23 March 

2015 Martin Hawthorne, Director of the planning con-

sultants WYG, suggested that the two fields could be-

come a northern Country Park on the site, and man-

aged by a Land Trust, although specifics were in short 

supply. 

A Vision for the ‘Two Fields’ 

The Friends of Brandy Hole Copse have a clear  

vision for ‘the two fields’. We want them to become 

two wildlife and wildflower meadows. The fields can 

help to maintain an ecological natural corridor for 

wildlife between the Downs and the coast. Should ‘the 

two fields’ be incorporated into the Brandy Hole Copse 

Local Nature Reserve, to give them more protection? 

Another possibility may be found in the Law Commis-

sion’s recent advocacy of Conservation Covenants, 

whereby landowners can determine how the land 

should be used, even after it has been sold or be-

queathed.  This is not yet on the statute book, however. 

The concept of a charitable Land Trust is a possibility, 

raising funds from the developers and other sources, 

but long-term conservation guarantees would be  

needed. 

 

The Friends are keen to raise public awareness of both 

the threats and the opportunities facing ‘the two fields’. 

The prospect of public access to two unspoilt mead-

ows, awash with wild flowers, is the vision.  

 

Wildflower meadows are in desperate need of protec-

tion. They are the most threatened wildlife habitat in 

the UK. Since the 1930s no less than 97% of them 

have been lost, victims either of neglect or of building 

development. So our determination to create such 

meadows in the two fields is timely.  
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A LOCAL WAR MEMORIALS PROJECT 

Plan to conduct a condition survey at St. Bartholomew’s is described by Richard Childs 

In July last year the Government announced details of 

a £5 million fund to repair, protect and conserve First 

World War memorials. Of this total of £5 million, the 

War Memorials Trust received £3 million to fund a 

conservation grant scheme and provide specialist con-

servation officers. Civic Voice, the umbrella body for 

civic societies (of which the Chichester Society is a 

member), was awarded £500,000 to create a national 

network of volunteers over the four–year centenary 

period to help build skills to assess the condition of 

war memorials and encourage their conservation. 

 

All members of Civic Voice have been contacted and 

encouraged to organise volunteer groups to survey the 

war memorials in their locality. The Executive Com-

mittee of the Chichester Society believes this is a 

worthwhile activity in which our members may wish 

to be involved. 

 

To this end, in January, your Chairman and Secretary 

attended a workshop in Winchester where they learnt 

more about the project and were taught how to under-

take a conservation survey of a war memorial. 

 

Inspired by the workshop the two of us will be com-

pleting a pilot conservation survey of the small war 

memorial by the entrance to St Bartholomew’s, 

Mount Lane. The war memorial is in the niche on the 

left hand side of the door. 

In Chichester we are fortu-

nate in our knowledge of 

the city’s war memorials 

thanks to the detailed de-

scriptions in Katherine 

Slay’s booklet, War Memo-

rials from Chichester, 

which was published by the 

Sussex Family History 

Group in 1995. Katherine’s 

survey covers the city’s 20 

or so memorials and is very thorough. However, as its 

primary aim was to record the names of those in-

scribed on the memorials for family history purposes, 

it does not include condition surveys. 

 

The condition survey that we will undertake will be 

uploaded onto a national database on the War Memo-

rials  website www.warmemorialsonline.org.uk 

If the survey reveals that the memorial requires  

significant conservation work, then it will be possible 

to apply to the War Memorials Trust for a grant. If 

you are interested in the work of the War Memorials 

Trust, see their website www.warmemorials.org. If 

you would be interested in volunteering to undertake 

condition surveys, please contact the Editor (Tel: 

01243 789896 or Email editor@wiggins.me.uk) who 

will pass on your details to the Chairman and Secre-

tary. 

VIA RAVENNA NOMINATED FOR AWARD  

The Society has nominated its restoration of the Via 

Ravenna underpass mural  for the 2015 Civic Voice 

National Design Award. The award is not one where 

professionals give an award to the work of other pro-

fessionals. Instead, the nominations will be made and 

supported by local communities across the country.  

ENJOYABLE WINCHESTER VISIT  

Winchester 

Trust were the 

kind hosts for 

Chichester Soci-

ety members 

visit to their  

cathedral city on 

24 April. 

 

The programme 

included a  

guided tour of 

the historic city  

centre and  

Winchester  

College  

followed by 

viewing of the college and cathedral archives.  

Members are shown here in the Great Hall with the 

Round Table, which has hung here for over 700 

years and is closely associated with King Arthur. 

http://www.warmemorialsonline.org.uk
http://www.warmemorials.org
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CHICHESTER 20mph PROJECT: THINK MORE TORTOISE, LESS HARE 

Annelise Dennis, Smarter Choices Co-ordinator at Sustrans South East  reports on progress 

Do you often think that life needs 

to slow down just a little? Well, 

after much anticipation, April 

2015 saw the launch of a new pro-

ject partnership between West Sus-

sex County Council and the sus-

tainable transport charity Sustrans - who encourage 

people to travel by public transport, by bike or on 

foot - especially for those shorter journeys. The pro-

ject focuses on raising awareness of the benefits of a 

20mph limit, and promoting its adoption amongst the 

residents of Chichester and its visitors, through a se-

ries of interactive and thought-provoking events and 

activities to be implemented throughout the year. 

 

But the project does not stop there, as Sustrans are 

encouraging people from all walks of life to take up 

walking, cycling and even scooting for local journeys 

in and around this beautiful city. The charity also 

plans to work alongside residents and community 

groups to come up with elegant and sympathetic  

ideas for low-cost street design schemes, all with the 

longer term aim of breathing new life into Chiches-

ter’s streets, helping to make them safer, healthier, 

more relaxed, and with people at their heart. 

The 2nd Anniversary Beckons 

With the exclusion of A and B roads, 1 July 2015 

will mark the second anniversary of the introduction 

of the 

20mph limit 

on the  

residential 

streets of 

Chichester.  

Founder and 

Director of 

the ‘20's 

Plenty for 

Us’ Campaign, Rod King MBE, in his final address 

at the recent annual 20mph conference in Cambridge 

said, ‘20mph on roads people use for local trips, is 

the foundation on which active travel, social inclu-

sion, child mobility, elderly health, air quality, hu-

man rights to movement, safety, accessibility, fair-

ness and equality and public health can be built. 

20mph is key to traffic reduction, to tackling conges-

tion and to a community’s economic and ecological 

sustainability.’ We believe these to be important con-

cerns which are helping to inform the design and 

content of the 20mph project in Chichester. 

 

Plans for the Future 

So in light of the above, what is planned for Chiches-

ter’s fine streets? There will be plenty of community-

based events - while not all confirmed at the time of 

writing - the Chichester 20mph Officer Valerie  

Souchet is keen to co-design and deliver, together 

with residents, a series of street play events, mini 

street festivals, led walks and bike rides, community 

speed watch activities, pop-up cafés and exhibitions, 

as well as piggy-backing larger events and festivals 

with 20mph pledge cards, pedal-powered refresh-

ment outlets, and active travel advice and infor-

mation.  

 

Accompanying the events and activities, a targeted 

poster and leaflet campaign will run along routes 

where speed 

continues to be 

an issue and 

the overall pro-

ject is being 

supported by 

social media.  

One year - 

even at a  

leisurely 

20mph - can 

pass quickly, 

so the project is 

planning to re-

cruit, train and 

establish a 

‘20mph cham-

pions network’ 

in and around 

Chichester.  

 

So if you the reader would like to get involved in the 

project, either as a Champion working in your own 

community, or simply helping out with some of the 

events and activities, please do drop Valerie Souchet 

a line on Val.Souchet@sustrans.org.uk.  

 

So let’s think more tortoise, less hare - Chichester’s 

streets are most definitely something to be proud of 

and with your support we can continue to create and 

maintain safe, healthy and truly liveable communi-

ties, for both current and future generations. 

 

Photos by C Richmond are  from 20s Plenty for  

Chichester, Festival of Slow, June 2014 

mailto:Val.Souchet@sustrans.org.uk
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A PHOENIX RISES FROM THE ASHES OF THE FESTIVITIES 

The rebirth of the ‘Festival of Chichester’ is recounted by Barry Smith, Festival Coordinator 

Everyone who cared for the cultural life of the City 

was devastated when it was announced that the 2012 

Chichester Festivities would be the last. Having pro-

moted such a wonderful range of arts-related events 

over many years, the Festivities had become a Chich-

ester institution.  A dreadful gap suddenly loomed in 

the cultural life of the City. 

For some of us, this thought was too much to bear. 

Chichester is a city of culture boasting national gems 

like the Festival Theatre and Pallant House Gallery, 

not to mention the vibrant cultural life associated with 

the Cathedral. It could not be allowed to happen.  

A Committed Group is Formed 

Something had to be done – and so it was that at a 

public meeting held in the 

Council Chamber that the 

Festival of Chichester came 

into being as the natural 

successor to the late  

lamented Festivities. 

 

With the active support of the Chichester Observer, 

the Cathedral authorities, the City Council, the Library 

Service and local arts organisations, a voluntary com-

mittee set about filling the gap.  

 

Serving on this founding committee were Anne 

Scicluna, then City Mayor, Dr Anthony Cane, Chan-

cellor of the Cathedral, Phil Hewitt, the Chairman and 

the Arts Editor of the Observer, Felicity Masters from 

WSCC Library Service, Roger Redfarn, a theatre di-

rector, Helen Watt from Johnson Press and myself, 

Barry Smith, as festival co-ordinator. 

 

A flood of entries for that first 2013 festival ensured 

there would be continuity and no missing summer, no 

empty year in the Festival of Chichester calendar. We 

even had star names with former poet laureate Sir  

Andrew Motion, the brilliant Hanover Band and leg-

endary pop icon Geno Washington. It was a bit of a 

miracle really as the first festival was launched and 

run without any budget or financial subsidy. It literally 

ran on goodwill. 

What’s In Store This Year 

For our month-long celebration of the arts, running 

from 13 June to 12 July, we like to think there will be 

something for everybody, whatever their age or inter-

ests. A quick glance at the event categories gives a 

sense of the scope: classical music, jazz, blues, folk, 

rock, pop and light music; spoken word; theatre; art 

and craft; cinema; walks and tours; food and drink; 

dance; church events; open days, fetes and sport. 

 

With over two hundred events on offer, there is a 

fantastic choice. 

 

The foundations of the festival rest upon Chichester 

organizations as exemplified here:  

 

 The Chichester Singers perform Puccini and 

Berlioz in the cathedral on 20 June.  

 The Pergola Open Air Theatre presents She 

Stoops to Conquer and Make Way for Lucia 

between 27 June and 10 July.  

 Chichester Symphony Orchestra will perform 

Dvorak 8 as the closing concert on 12 July. 

 The Chichester Players present Joseph An-

drews at New Park between 17 to 20 June. 

 The Oxmarket Summer Exhibition runs from 

9 to 21 June.  

 Chichester Cinema at New Park presents a 

series of live transmissions of operas, includ-

ing Bizet’s Carmen on 1 July.  

 Chichester Library hosts a panel of authors on 

historical fiction on 19 July. 

 

However, the Festival is not just a local affair. Big 

names from far and wide are attracted to our lovely 

Cathedral City.  

The Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra launch this 

year’s festival in the Cathedral with a wonderful 

programme including Brahms’ Fourth Symphony 

and international star Jack Liebeck as the violinist in 

Mendelssohn’s violin concerto. 

A Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra ensemble 



ISSUE NUMBER 185 - JUNE 2015   Read earlier editions on our website at www.chichestersociety.org.uk       9      

 

 

 A Joni Mitchell tribute at the Guildhall on 28 

June.  

 Two former members of the number one hit 

band the Flying Pickets demonstrate their theat-

rical prowess in a stunning WW1 drama, play 

Stony Broke in No Man’s Land in the Vicars’ 

Hall from 25 to 27 June. 

 Former ambassador to the UN Sir Jeremy 

Greenstock gives a talk at the University cele-

brating 70 years of the United Nations on 27 

June. 

 

Aside from the music and drama there is a variety of 

other events such as:  

 An evening with Pippa Greenwood on the se-

crets of successful vegetable growing on   

7 July. 

Other  notable performers include: 

 Martin Simpson, a legendary name from the 

folk world, who is in performance at the  

Assembly Room on 2 July. 

 Oscar and Tony nominee William Nicholson –

screenwriter for Gladiator, Mandela and Shad-

owlands – discusses his new novel The Lovers 

of Amherst in the Cathedral on 15 June . Then 

at the Vicars Hall he introduces Firelight, the 

first in a season of his films presented by 

Chichester Cinema at New Park.  

 Simon Brett talks at Waterstones on 18 June. 

 Flying in from Russia is brilliant pianist Victor 

Ryabchikov for a programme of Nocturnes at 

Pallant House Gallery on 20 June.  

 Rock and pop music features with a George 

Harrison tribute at Pallant Suite on 17 June and 

 

Zoe Rahman performs on 25 June 

The Festival of Chichester takes place between 13 

June and 12 July 2015.  

Details at www.festivalofchichester.co.uk  

Tickets can be obtained from the Cloisters Shop,  

Cathedral, 01243 813595 or 

www.chichestertickets.co.uk . 

Brochures are available at the Cloisters Shop,  

Chichester Library, Novium, Waterstones, Assembly 

Room, Oxmarket and New Park Centre.  

Martin Simpson performs on 2 July 

 Star jazz pianist Zoe Rahman  (Chichester-

born and educated) joins Queen’s Gold Medal 

for Poetry winner Jo Shapcott at Edes House 

for the Poetry and Jazz Café on 25 June. 

Pippa Greenwood performs on 7 July 

Of course, the Chichester Society is making a wel-

come contribution organizing a talk by Tim Rooth on 

Saving the City at Pallant Suite on 18 June, a walk 

entitled Secrets of the South Downs on 27 June and a 

presentation by the Weald and Downland Museum 

Director on their future plans on 1 July. In fact, there 

is a rich programme of walks all over the city looking 

at its history, architecture and notable features. 

 

All-in-all it can be safely said that Chichester’s status 

as a vibrant centre of culture has been maintained by 

the riches on offer in the 2015 Festival of Chichester. 

http://www.festivalofchichester.co.uk
http://www.chichestertickets.co.uk
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Gary Shipton (Editor-In-Chief of the Chichester Ob-

server series*) answers Terry Timblick's questions 

about the Observer, digital publishing, and the chal-

lenge to protect Chichester’s quality of life. 

Gary Shipton (picture by Louise Adams) 

New Offices and Paper Price 

Timblick: The Observer has moved to smaller  

offices, and the paper now costs £1 (unsubscribed) – 

what should we read into that? 

 

Shipton: We are delighted with our new offices at 

City Gates, in the heart of the city, giving us superb 

working conditions with an expansive newsroom to 

bring everyone together and enable us to meet the 

needs of our newspaper readers as well as our huge 

digital audience. A 21st century newsroom is an es-

sential investment in quality of service to customers 

and staff. It's all about adapting to a changing world 

while ensuring we remain relevant and keep our 

readers and customers at the centre of everything we 

do. 

THE CHALLENGES FACED BY OUR LOCAL NEWSPAPER - THE OBSERVER 

Gary Shipton, Editor-in-Chief, is interviewed by Chichester Society member Terry Timblick 

The same is true of the £1 price, although the paper is 

a lot cheaper on subscription. The recession and digi-

tal revolution mean that advertisement revenues for 

most newspapers have declined in recent years, and 

with it the subsidy for readers. Readers now pay a 

little more, but the Observer still represents superb 

value for money.  

 

Our continued investment in great local journalism  

reflects the concerns and achievements of the com-

munity in an objective non-partisan manner, without 

fear of ruffling feathers when necessary. 

The Impact of New Technology 

Timblick: Does the IT revolution, long-term, spell 

extinction for local papers, or is the increasing devel-

opment of websites, accessed via laptop, tablet and 

mobile, the industry’s saviour? 

 

Shipton: We are seeing far more people obtaining 

news and information from the Observer. It's just that 

some now do so from our websites as well as our 

printed copies.  

 

That's great news for advertisers in particular, for 

reaching an ever expanding local audience; in effect 

a community helping to safeguard Chichester’s  

specialness. There really is strength in numbers. 

Chichester under Pressure 

Timblick: Chichester seems increasingly belea-

guered, what with the A27, development demands, 

coastal erosion, and widespread concern at threats to 

the status of St Richard’s Hospital and cuts to other 

socially-impacting services. Do you agree? 

 

Shipton: I have lived in the Chichester district for 

many years . It really is a wonderful place. It's im-

portant, though, that we fight hard to preserve every-

thing that makes the area unique and embrace the 

type of change that can improve local quality of life. 

 

You will know how hard we have campaigned to 

maintain a full A&E service at St Richard's as well as 

seeking vital upgrades to the A27 around Chichester 

to keep traffic flowing well, support the economy 

and prevent the city centre becoming a ‘rat run’. 

The Role of County and Local Councils 

Timblick: Are we well served by County Hall and 

local councils? 
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Shipton: I don't take a party political perspective. If 

you believe in keeping council tax really low and 

ruthlessly controlling costs to achieve that then you 

will applaud councillors’ often tough action. If you 

want to see more investment in public services and 

are happy to pay more council tax for it, then your 

view will be slightly different. But overall, I do be-

lieve our councils are committed to defending the 

special qualities of the area. We still have a vibrant 

and unique city centre that has not been despoiled by 

wanton development. Enormous efforts have been 

made to limit house building on our green fields 

while seeking to provide more homes for local young 

people. 

Future Challenges for the City 

Timblick: What are the major issues for the city in 

the next ten years that we (as a conservation-sensitive 

body) and you (as a campaigning newspaper) will 

have to confront? 

 

Shipton: I am passionately opposed to the wide-

spread concreting of our green fields. Pressure for 

development, given a soaring population, has never 

been greater. That will be a big challenge. An ageing 

population in this part of the world will be another. 

So I hope we can do more to champion services for 

older residents and dementia sufferers. Following the 

amazing £22m revitalisation of the Festival Theatre 

we must continue to cherish it and encourage the 

business community and city centre retail diversity. 

 

To help meet such assorted challenges we will shortly 

be  appointing specialist political, business, education 

and health editors. 

 

We greatly value the Chichester Society’s caring 

watchdog ‘bark’ as we share our community con-

cerns. 

 

 

*Also Editor-in-Chief of sister newspapers across 

Sussex, and Deputy Chairman and Editorial Director 

on the parent company's governing Editorial Board 

‘CHICHESTER IN THE 60s’ 

Sarah Quail reviews the latest book by Alan Green 

Those of you fortunate enough to get tickets to Alan 

Green’s illustrated lecture on his forthcoming book 

last summer during the Festival will be delighted to 

discover that at long last the book itself has been 

published. It is not a picture book alone; it is in fact 

a singularly useful historical survey of these years 

as observed by Alan Green himself, man and boy. 

He deals with political, social and economic sub-

jects set inevitably against the changing face of  

significant areas of the city.  

 

Some good things happened in Chichester in the 

Sixties. The Festival Theatre was built but  it has to 

be said that the decade was punctuated for the most 

part in this city not so much by the swinging music 

scene as by the harsh sound of the wrecker’s ball 

smashing into the sides of much-loved local land-

marks in the name of progress. Buildings in Chapel 

Street, Crane Street, Northgate, Westgate, Eastgate, 

the main thoroughfares of North, South, East and 

West Streets and, most notorious of all, in Somer-

stown, fell victim to housing developers, car parks  

and the ring road. Westgate fields were destroyed. 

Alan Green and his friends, many of whom are still 

well-known local figures, captured these former 

landmarks in their death throes. 

 

Other nearby  

cathedral cities 

such as Salisbury 

and Winchester 

suffered similar 

onslaughts in the 

sixties as munici-

pal authorities 

adopted equally 

radical policies. 

The Chichester Society was born in the subsequent 

backlash here* . 

 

Elsewhere, across the country, other civic societies 

were established as local people took stock of what 

was being visited on their communities in their name. 

As Chichester faces up to the possibility of future  

development on its outskirts unparalleled in its history, 

this book is a timely reminder of how the unique  

qualities of a particular place can be so quickly under-

mined and destroyed. 

Alan Green’s book is published by The History Press 

in 2015 at £16.99. 

West side of Broyle Road 

* The history of the Chichester Society in the 70s is 

the subject of a new book, Save our City, by Tim 

Rooth  who is launching the book at the Festival of 

Chichester: see page 15 for further details. 
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Researching this article quickly revealed that my pre-

conceived ideas about ‘hospital radio’ were wrong. My 

imaginary patient listens to ‘piped’ music regularly 

interspersed with news clips imported from local radio.   

Wrong on content; I was, to my deep embarrassment, 

equally mis-

guided about 

the people 

who organise 

and run Chich-

ester Hospital 

Radio or CHR, 

as it is widely 

known. 

Anything but Amateurish 

I had imagined, quite unfairly, a band of ardent radio 

‘hams’ volunteering well-earned retirement hours in 

the service of the sick who, visitorless and unable to 

sleep, required lulling into the arms of Morpheus. It 

took all of two minutes into my interview with Pete 

Crew, CHR’s Head of Programming, to realise how 

seriously wide of the mark I had been.  

 

Sir Christopher Chataway, then our MP, officially 

opened CHR in 1972 (yes, even before our Chichester 

Society was formed) and the station started broadcast-

ing from a redundant hospital broom cupboard! Three 

years later, desperate 

for space and better 

sound-proofing it grad-

uated to its present 

quarters, a disused 

pram store adjacent to 

the hospital’s maternity 

wing - where else! 

  

The Professional Volunteer 

CHR is managed by an eight-person Council of Repre-

sentatives supported by over sixty members: present-

ers, technicians and fund-raisers – all volunteers in the 

truest sense. Most have regular ‘9-5’ jobs and give 

freely of their leisure time. Some with careers in radio 

broadcasting, but all have a love and profound 

knowledge of music in its various guises. Stating an 

average age would be meaningless; CHR involves in-

dividuals who remember Max Bygraves to teen-age 

college students. The personalities and their particular 

skills span the breadth of music from pop to classical 

along with technical expertise. 

 

But, who are these generous people? What manner 

of folk, who after a full day’s work, would elect to 

give up precious ‘me-time’ and choose instead to 

broadcast music and informed entertainment to 

such a select audience? 

 

To get answers, I need to buttonhole one or two of 

these altruists: Sam Chappell, a young man in his 

mid- twenties, employed at Brasserie Blanc (where 

our paths crossed) tells me the background that 

brought him to CHR… ‘My interest in radio as a 

career started with a media studies course at Chich-

ester College. An interest in radio, specifically, was 

fired by my tutor, Adrian Fosbury …‘a brilliant and 

enthusiastic man.’  

 

On a chance visit to Cardiff Sam applied to the 

University of Glamorgan for enrolment in a ‘radio-

specific’ media studies course, which had just been 

introduced, and he subsequently graduated in 2011, 

with a BA Hons in Radio. Sam had heard good 

things about CHR from his old college tutor (a long

-serving volunteer with CHR) and knew of its repu-

tation as a quality environment to further his radio 

training. 

 

After an enjoyable but impecunious post-graduate 

year working in London, he returned home to 

Chichester in search of a regular job and financial 

stability. Steady employment at Brasserie Blanc 

allowed Sam to join Chichester Hospital Radio as a 

probationer. Having completed his 3-month trial 

period, (necessary to ensure the volunteer really 

can regularly spare the time) Sam is now part of the 

Thursday team, doing The Listeners’ Choice (TLC) 

show. 

How the Team Operates 

Hosted by a different team each evening, this is 

CHR’s flagship programme and is broadcast ‘live’ 

from 8–10pm each Monday to Friday. The formula 

is simple: it always starts with the presenters visit-

ing a particular ward, talking with patients and get-

ting them to choose a piece of music that will be 

played back to them over the hospital radio later 

that evening. 

 

Despite the same modus operandi, each night’s 

show has a different character, varying with the 

team’s own personalities and style of presentation – 

and, of course, the patients’ music choices are  

always unpredictable! As I listen to Sam’s  

CHICHESTER HOSPITAL RADIO 

John Wichers listens in to learn more 
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description of how the show is put together, I realise 

that I need to observe at first hand, just to see how 

the TLC programme is compiled. 

 

I am grateful to Malcolm Gray (a professional road-

show DJ) and Chairman of CHR who is also the 

Wednesday night presenter of The Listeners’ 

Choice. He invites me to accompany his team doing 

their evening round of patient visits. I join the group 

of four CHR volunteers as they visit Selsey ward 

(Orthopaedic). Malcolm and Rob Chalmers are both 

experienced ‘old hands’, whilst Ed Couzens-Lake 

has three years involvement and is a writer with  

local BBC radio. Morgan Conor, 16, in his final 

year at High School is a newly-joined probationer, 

learning the ropes and studying for a career in radio. 

A Tour of the Ward 

It’s a good 5-minute walk through the labyrinthine 

corridors of St. Richards to arrive at Selsey ward. 

The patients we meet are all recovering from hip or 

knee-replacements; 

cheerful (…‘we’re 

going home tomor-

row!’) and happy to 

talk to the team, 

who introduce 

themselves as Chichester Hospital Radio. 

 

Most patients in this short-stay ward are, as yet, un-

acquainted with CHR, so Rob and Ed brief them on 

the TLC programme and instruct each patient how 

to ‘tune-in’ using the special multi-function wand 

and the use of earphones. The team always carries a 

bag of spare earphones, just in case. These are sup-

plied by CHR; they have a running battle with the 

nursing staff who are strictly trained to regard any-

thing plastic as disposable. In reality, they are costly 

to replace; particularly for an organisation with an 

annual budget of only £6000 and reliant solely on 

charitable donations! 

Thousands of Tracks On Demand 

The TLC crew engage patients in brief (5–8 mins) 

light-hearted conversation and ask if they have a 

favourite piece of music they would like to hear. 

Sometimes, patients respond hesitantly … ‘Oh! Yes 

but I don’t expect you’ve got what I want?’ ‘Well, 

try me - we have most things - you know, we’ve 

over 30,000 titles in our archive!’ is Rob’s reply. 

More often than not, the chosen piece is easily and 

quickly found back at the studio.  

 

With each request the team notes the patient’s name, 

sometimes with a heartfelt message to a loved one 

or often thanking the medical staff for their special 

care. 

 

On an average evening, six to eight patients will 

be involved and music requests taken. Then, it’s 

‘hotfoot’ back to the studio and the task of picking 

and assembling the music tracks. This is done 

electronically by Myriad - a professional audio 

operating system, allowing the presenter to blend 

speech seamlessly with requested music, whilst 

simultaneously retrieving tracks from the exten-

sive vinyl and CD archives. Myriad, now coming 

to the end of its life, is shortly to be replaced by a 

newer operating system – Competa – written by 

and donated to CHR by Global Radio’s current 

Chief Engineer, Simon Price, who started his own 

radio career at CHR and says, ‘…if it hadn’t been 

for this place, I wouldn’t be where I am now!’ 

 

As technology grows more sophisticated, so CHR 

can reach an expanding audience and as the pre-

senter’s between tracks patter tells us … ‘This is 

Chichester Hospital  

Radio broadcasting on 

channel 11 by your bed-

side, 1431 AM around the 

hospital grounds and  

‘absolutely everywhere 

on-line’. 

More than just Music 

I have only touched on one of their programmes, 

thus barely skimming the surface of their 24-hour 

7-days a week activities.  Prepare to be ‘very 

amazed’ at the extent of their undertakings: to 

think that all this is accomplished by a voluntary 

group, highly motivated and skilled as they are, 

but voluntary nonetheless! When next you see 

them ‘shaking a tin’ at one of their fund-raising 

events, be assured that this is indeed a worthy 

cause. 

 

Finally, if you know of a sixteen-year old showing 

an interest in broadcasting – radio or TV – CHR 

will provide them with a solid professional 

grounding second to none. 

 

‘THINK PATIENT’ is CHR’s unofficial motto: a 

philosophy well absorbed by all those I was privi-

leged to meet at Chichester Hospital Radio.  

 

(For further information: their website is 

www.chr1431.org.uk) 

http://www.chr1431.org.uk/
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THE CDC’S GUIDANCE ON SHOP FRONT & ADVERTISEMENT DESIGN 
Richard Childs wonders if it’s more honoured in the breach than the observance    

Chi Soc officers had a walkabout in February to review 

the look of Chichester’s shopfronts and consider the 

good, the bad and the ugly. The background to this is 

that every month when the Executive Committee of the 

Chichester Society meets, it considers a report on the 

latest planning applications submitted to Chichester 

District Council, on which the Society may wish to 

comment - these usually relating to listed buildings or 

buildings in the Chichester Conservation Area. Howev-

er, there are normally some applications relating  to 

shopfront alterations in the city centre. 

 

With the frequent changes of shop tenants, or the re-

branding or redesign of company logos on existing 

shops, there is a regular submission of planning appli-

cations to the Council. Because of the frequent change 

of shop fronts, the Council produced Shopfront and Ad-

vertisement Design: A Guidance Note, a revised edition 

of which was published in June 2010 and is available 

from the Council website at www.chichester.gov.uk. 

 

Scope of the Guidance 

The guidance provides potential applicants with an in-

dication of the criteria against which the Council as-

sesses applications for new shopfronts and shop signs 

within Conservation Areas. 

 

Its stated purpose is ‘not to stifle creative designs or 

approaches to shopfront and shop sign design,  

although given the character of the area there is an em-

phasis on a traditional approach’. The guidance aims to 

provide a framework to help applicants to propose de-

signs and ideas which ‘make a positive contribution to 

the character and appearance of the shopping areas’. 

The guidance goes into much detail in its 20 pages and 

ends with a handy checklist of good and bad practice, 

e.g. Painted lettering with Street/property numbers in-

cluded (good), Raised or applied lettering (bad). 

 

All well and good you might think. Potential applicants 

for planning permission know what the District Council 

expects of them. It has articulated the criteria and 

would hope applicants would comply. Unfortunately 

there appears to be a considerable gap between the the-

ory and the practice. Shakespeare coined the most apt 

phrase for the Guidelines – ‘more honoured in the 

breach than the observance’. 

The Society’s  Reviews of Applications 

In the Society’s monthly review of a planning applica-

tion if a new or altered shop front contravenes the Dis-

trict Council’s guidance, we write to the council  

A cluttered appearance 

Lettering painted direct on the facia is preferred 

 

One that blends in with its neighbour ‘Jigsaw’ whose 

window is shown in part on the right 

http://www.chichester.gov.uk/CHttpHandler.ashx?id=335&p=0
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objecting to the application on these grounds.  The 

Society is not alone in regularly objecting to appli-

cations which breach the guidance. The Chichester 

Conservation Area Advisory Committee also objects 

to such applications. 

 

Unfortunately ‘Guidance’ is just that 

Now this is where things start to become a little un-

clear. A dictionary definition of guidance is, ’advice 

or information aimed at resolving a problem or diffi-

culty, especially as given by someone in authority’. 

 

One would have thought that if a planning applica-

tion breaches the guidance, the District Council 

would draw this fact to the applicant’s notice and 

advise that permission might be refused unless the 

infringement was rectified. 

The evidence of ‘more honoured in the breach than in 

the observance’ was noted during the February walka-

bout on the city’s four main streets. It was clear that a 

majority of shopfronts contravened the council’s guid-

ance. 

 

This issue is not new. In 2012 the Society wrote to 

Chichester District Council expressing its concerns re-

garding non-compliance with the guidance. In reply, 

the Council stated that the guidance is heavily promot-

ed by the Council’s officers and is taken into account 

by most of the applicants with whom they deal. The 

reply went on to point out that such guidance does not 

have the force of law and permission cannot be refused 

because a proposal does not comply with the guidance 

per se. 

 

In short, the Council’s position is that compliance with 

the guidance is just one of a number of considerations 

that may be taken into account when determining an 

application. Each application will be judged on its indi-

vidual merits. 

 

In conclusion, the Society would like to see the Coun-

cil ensure that more shopfronts comply with the guid-

ance note, though in the absence of powers of legal en-

forcement, all we might be able to ask for is a beefing 

up of the gentle art of persuasion. 

 

The Society for its part will continue to submit letters 

of objection where they consider shopfront applications 

do not satisfy the guidelines. 

EVENTS FOR CHISOC MEMBERS 

SAVING THE CITY: EARLY YEARS OF THE CHICHESTER SOCIETY – 18 June (festival event) 

Talk by Tim Rooth, Vice President, The Chichester Society 

Date: Thursday 18 June 2.30pm 

Location: The Pallant Suite, 7 South Pallant, Chichester 

Content: As part of the Festival of Chichester, Tim Rooth, the first Secretary of the  

Society, talks about the circumstances leading to the formation of the society and its tur-

bulent early years in the 70s. Adopting the slogan ‘Save Our City’ the new Society 

launched a vigorous campaign to draw national attention to the threat to Chichester and 

persuade the local authorities to scrap the increasingly anachronistic Town Plan. Newer, 

more sympathetic planning concepts were urgently required, plans that would give greater 

priority to the needs of people living in the city and less to roads and traffic. 

This story is described in his fully illustrated new book Saving our City (published by 

Woodfield Publishing). Copies of the book on the day will cost £5 (subject to availability) - full price 

£9.95.Tim will be signing copies. 

Cost: Free entry at the door More events on next page! 

Raised lettering is deprecated by the guidelines 
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 GRAYLINGWELL SITE HISTORIC GUIDED TOUR – 15 August 

Date: Saturday 15 August 2pm to 3:30pm  

Numbers: Up to 30 people 

Content: The guides are Greg and Katherine Slay. Greg is a senior 

social worker specialising in mental health, and a keen local histori-

an. Katherine works at West Sussex Record Office and has respon-

sibility for the Graylingwell Hospital archives . 

Itinerary and Travel: Joining instructions will be posted with tickets on receipt of payment 

Cost: £5 per person  

To apply: Send a stamped addressed envelope with your cheque to be received by Monday 10 August  

payable to The Chichester Society – to The Chairman, Chichester Society, Bayswell Cottage, 14, Leather- 

bottle Lane, Chichester PO19 7DB. Applications will be managed in date order. 

Date: Wednesday 1 July 7pm 

Location: Assembly Room, The Council House, North Street 

Content: Now in its fourth decade, Singleton’s famous Weald & Downland 

Open Air Museum has exciting plans for the future, and the Museum  

Director goes public about these proposals, of which the recent £4 million 

Heritage Lottery Grant for new visitor facilities is but the start. 

Cost: £5 

To apply: Tickets from the Cathedral Box Office 

 TINWOOD VINEYARD, HALNAKER AND WINE TASTING - 22 July 

Date: Wednesday 22 July 3pm – 5:30pm 

Numbers: Up to 30 people (minimum of 10 for group visit) 

Content: A tour of the vineyard followed by wine tasting with 1 glass of each 

of 3 different wines per person plus canapés  

Refreshments: As above 

Travel: Independently by car; car sharing  advisable. Joining instructions will 

be posted with tickets on receipt of payment. 

Cost: £19.95 per person 

To apply: Send a stamped addressed envelope with your cheque to be received by Monday 13 July payable 

to The Chichester Society – to The Chairman, Chichester Society, Bayswell Cottage, 14, Leatherbottle Lane, 

Chichester PO19 7DB. Applications will be managed in date order. 

THE WEALD & DOWNLAND MUSEUM’S PAST AND FUTURE -1 July (festival event) 

Talk by Richard Pailthorpe, the Museum’s Director 

Date: Saturday 27 June 3pm – 6pm 

Numbers: Up to 25 people 

Content: Where can you see a 12th century church, an architectural landmark de-

signed by Humphry Repton, a monument to a failed American colony, the site of a 

naval semaphore tower, the progressive school founded by Bertrand Russell, and a 

pub where Edward VII lunched on ham from pigs specially fed on peaches? All 

these are contained in our walk. Commentary provided. 

Itinerary: Start at Royal Oak, Hooksway - down the turning on the right off the B2141, about 2 miles beyond 

Chilgrove. The walk is on country footpaths and goes up Harting Down, so reasonable fitness is needed.  

Refreshments: None included – but frequent the Royal Oak before or after the walk.  

Travel: Independently by car. Parking at the Royal Oak, courtesy of the landlord. For a lift to Hooksway, or 

in case of bad weather on the day, please ring David Wilson on 01243 536725  

Cost: Tickets £5 

To apply:  Tickets in advance please from the Cathedral Box Office as numbers may have to be limited.  

SECRETS OF THE SOUTH DOWNS - 6 MILE WALK - 27 June (festival event) 
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HERITAGE TRAILS PROJECT 
The Society’s aims to  identify and publicise local Historic Trails are explained by Richard Childs 

The Chichester Society intends to apply to the Her-

itage Lottery Fund for a 3-year project that will 

produce a series of Heritage Trails leaflets for 

Chichester. The Society will be making a financial 

contribution to the project and has recently been 

successful in receiving a grant of £1,000 from 

Chichester City 

Council as a contri-

bution towards the 

cost of the project. 

If successful, it is 

expected that the 

HLF will provide 

the majority of the 

funding (£60,000).  

 

As a city with such a remarkable history it is  

noticeable that currently such leaflets do not exist. 

About twenty years ago some basic guided walk 

leaflets were produced, but these are out of print 

and unavailable. There are books, but these are for 

the specialist reader and not designed for visitors or 

those with a passing interest in local history - they 

also tend to be quite expensive. If we are fortunate 

enough to secure funding from the HLF, we would 

wish to create Heritage Trails - both printed and 

virtual - that would open up the history of our city 

to a wider public.  

 

We have identified the following geographical  

areas of Chichester, which each merit their own 

Heritage Trail, given the wealth of historic build-

ings to be found in these areas, namely North 

Street; East Street; South Street; West Street; the 

Pallants; Priory Park and surrounds; the City 

Walls; the Cathedral Close. 

 

As well as these geographical areas, we have also 

identified the following potential 'themed' walks - 

Churches (including Chichester Cathedral); Inns 

(including many buildings that no longer serve that 

function); Chichester Canal; Parks and Gardens. 

We aim to produce a total of 12 Heritage Trails. It 

may be that once the project has begun and re-

search undertaken, that this list will be modified, 

but we feel we have identified a realistic initial list. 

 

As well as producing printed leaflets, we will also 

create a Chichester Heritage Trails website, where 

people will be able to download the Heritage 

Trails. The website will also contain video clips, 

providing extra information to that found in the trail 

leaflets. Apps will be created for smartphone users, 

who will be able to access the information on the 

website as they walk the trails.  

 

Exhibitions will be held within the city, promoting 

the trails, including launch events as and when new 

Heritage Trails are published. 

 

A group of volunteers, including both people within 

and outside the Chichester Society, will be recruited 

to help research the history that will be included in 

the Heritage Trails. A Project Manager will be re-

cruited to organise and coordinate the project over its 

two year duration. Professional consultants will be 

recruited, when required, to create and update the 

website, create and update the apps, and film and edit 

the video links. 

 

The Trails will be published on a rolling programme 

over a 2-year period. We will work closely with all 

interested stakeholders in the city, such as West  

Sussex Record Office, Chichester Museum, Chiches-

ter Library, 

Chichester 

City Coun-

cil, Chiches-

ter District 

Council, and 

West Sussex 

County 

Council.  

 

We will also 

aim to in-

volve many 

of Chiches-

ter's voluntary 

sector organi-

sations in our work, including the Chichester Local 

History Society. We will work with local schools 

helping them to use the Heritage Trails as a resource 

for the key stages of the History strands of the Na-

tional Curriculum. 

 

We hope to submit our bid to the Heritage Lottery 

Fund this summer. If we are successful, we shall in-

form the Society’s membership in the September  

newsletter and we shall be looking for volunteers to 

help with the project. 

Canal path 
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CHICHESTER LOCAL ELECTION RESULTS 7 MAY 2015 

Name Party District Parish 

Peter Budge Con X X 

Tony 

Dignum 
Con X X 

Simon Lloyd

-Williams 
Con X  

Margaret 

Evans 
Con  X 

Peter Evans Con  X 

Len Macey Con  X 
Name Party District Parish 

Clare Apel Lib 

Dem 

X X 

Richard  

Plowman 
Lib 

Dem 

X X 

Martyn Bell Con  X 

Pipa Budge Con  X 

Julian Joy Lib 

Dem 

 X 

Name Party District Parish 

Pam 

Dignum 
Con X  

Nigel 

Galloway 
Con X X 

Len Macey Con X  

Roger  

Keyworth 
Con  X 

Anne  

Scicluna 
Lib 

Dem 

 X 

Sarah Sharp Green  X 

Trevor  

Tupper 
Con  X 

Name Party District Parish 

Thomas 

Dempster 
Con X X 

Les Hixson Con X  

Jane Kilby Con X X 

Tony 

French 
Lib 

Dem 

 X 

Joanna 

French 
Lib 

Dem 

 X 

Denise 

Holman 
Lib 

Dem 

 X 

Cartoon adapted 

from ‘Chicanery’  

Published by The 

Chichester  

Society, 2004 

May 2015 New Council-New Start 
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‘CHISOC’ PRIZE CROSSWORD NO. 1 
Two for the price of one! 

QUICK CROSSWORD CLUES 

Across 

1 Ape (4) 

3 Coxswain (8) 

9 Parodies (7) 

10 Inhabitant of Rome (5) 

11 Repetition of same sound (12) 

13 Billow (6) 

15 Member of clergy (6) 

17 A tendency to copy (12) 

20 One temporary residing in anoth-

er country (5) 

21 Aluminium oxide (7) 

22 Blow up (8) 

23 Delight (4) 

 

Down 

1 Erroneous (8) 

2 Watercourse (5) 

4 Safeguard (6) 

5 Flashy (12) 

6 Prodigious (7) 

7 A number e.g. (4) 

8 Where every golf hole ends (7,5) 

12 A recent era (8) 

14 Fortune teller (7) 

16 A local river (6) 

18 Weave (5) 

19 Wrench (4)  

 

CRYPTIC CLUES 

Across 

1 Run wildly to make fun of (4) 

3 Pilot recognised through his accom-

plishment (8) 

9 PS! - dunes are to be laughed at (7) 

10 He may have once lived in a manor 

(5) 

11 An oriental tail sounds alike (12) 

13 An expat without his drink may 

enlarge in the end (6) 

15 This cleric may join in hip hop (6) 

17 I rig capitals may give rise to un-

lawful copying tendencies (12) 

20 The exploiter without a place to 

shelter may become one (5) 

21 You might find this chemical com-

pound in a maul (7) 

22 A date with this dessert mess may 

explode (8) 

23 This club offers high spirits (4) 

  

Down 

1 You might be wrong if this set of 

equipment is used to join the high IQ 

club (8) 

2 Channel rockets out of misalliances 

(5) 

4 No ad undersea will guarantee this 

(6) 

5 Time couriers are falsely attractive 

(12) 

You have one crossword with the same answers but 

two sets of clues - one ‘cryptic’ and one ‘quick’, so you 

can make the challenge as easy or as hard as you like! 

 

Rules and how to enter 

Submit your solution by post, email or personal deliv-

ery to The Editor (contact details on back page) to be 

received by 31 July 2015.  

 

A prize consisting of a copy of Tim Rooth’s book 

‘Saving our City’ will be provided for the first correct 

solution of either version drawn at random by The Edi-

tor after the submission date. Officers of the Society 

are excluded from the draw.  

 

The winner will be named, unless anonymity  

requested. 

Solution to the crossword in 

the March issue 

6 This huge mad cypher once 

roamed this earth (7) 

7 Under ten in a fix (4) 

8 Practice area for the erupting 

gent? (7,5) 

12 An ape’s cage might have trav-

elled in orbit at this time (8) 

14 You need to be hands-on to di-

vine the future (7) 

16 Valuations without IOUs de-

scribe a winterbourne (6) 

18 Use what you bequeath to make 

this fabric (5) 

19 This tear does terminate (4) 
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FUTURE EVENT  TO NOTE IN YOUR DIARY 

Chichester Harbour Walk - 10 September 

2-hour guided circular walk, starting 10:00 and finishing after 

about 2 hours at Itchenor. 

More details in September issue of Newsletter. 

Meanwhile you can contact the Editor if interested 


