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The Festival of Chichester arrives in June, national and local elections are history, 

and even planning issues have been on the óback burnerô for a while! So time to 

enjoy all that is on offer over the coming weeks, including the varied articles in 

this issue, trips for members and our first prize crossword. And keep up-to-date 

via our website! 

www.chichestersociety.org.uk 

AND NOW THE FUN BEGINS! 

Photos clockwise from top left: 

Canal walk, 

Cathedral from Bishopôs Palace Gardens,  

Flower bed in same garden 

Cricket on Prebendal sports ground 

Bluebells in Bishopôs Palace Gardens 

http://www.chichestersociety.org.uk
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I was interested to see on the scaffolding of the North 

Tower of the Cathedral this spring a builderôs strapline 

that ran something like: óensuring that the past has a 

futureô. When looking into the twentieth  century 

(óC20ô) built heritage of Chichester, one does wonder 

who was ensuring that the present became a worthy 

heritage for tomorrow.  

Early Initiatives Disappoint 

As many remember, most of the new build or rebuild-

ing took place in the 1960s and 70s and was fuelled by 

developers, with the usual uneven results. Stark system

-built blocks, quite often in prominent positions such 

as Metro House at Northgate, came to define modern 

architecture for many citizens and not just in Chiches-

ter. It was in this crucible of course that the Chichester 

Society was formed, mandated to protect the built her-

itage of the past. 

Time for a Reappraisal 

Now that the century has passed, we can take time to 

assess its presence in the Chichester cityscape and to 

consider how we may ensure it too has a future.  

 

We could start by taking a more discerning look at 

what the century has bequeathed us, before a lot of it is 

carelessly disfigured or destroyed in an atmosphere of 

general derision. In 2006, a walk around Chichesterôs 

ócharmsô was organised by the 20th Century Society, 

and headed by this judgement: 

 

óThe 20th Century did not exactly contribute a wealth 

of landmark buildings to Chichester and it reflected 

the work of even fewer big-name architects.ô  

 

Alarmingly, until official renewal, the local conserva-

tion area plan continues to identify a number of C20 

buildings of merit as ónegativeô. Yet we have a surpris-

ing number of interesting buildings from the period, 

often with their accompanying public art, and many of 

them still openly accessible to view. 

 

Why were our C20 citizens not building the architec-

ture of their own times to ensure the heritage of tomor-

row? Did the necessary focus on ensuring that the pre-

vious centuriesô output had a future afford too small a 

space for informed debate on the merits of the contem-

porary? Certainly, the art deco movement passed 

Chichester by completely, and much of the 1930s re-

building is in mock-Georgian style. 

 

The Post Office, West Street 

 

Did the broken postwar economy lead to a failure of 

public leadership, with no resources allocated to 

commissioning decent architects, thus leaving the 

leadership of the built environment in the hands of 

the developer? Up and down the land, neither strate-

gy has been a guarantee of aesthetic quality. 

The Impact of Visionaries 

Yet there were some tastemakers about: C. G. Still-

man, Dean Hussey, Sir Hugh Casson, Sir Philip 

Powell and Leslie Evershed-Martin immediately 

come to mind, and there were others. The architec-

tural practices of Powell & Moya, ABK and Casson 

Conder were three big architects who did leave their 

mark, as did the County Architectôs department; and 

Chichester still benefits from the striking vision of 

Evershed-Martin and the comprehensive Modernist 

contribution to the City by the postwar team at the 

Cathedral. 

 

Marriott Lodge, Tollhouse Close 

CHICHESTERôS 20th CENTURY HERITAGE 

Colin Hicks, FRSA and a local member of the 20th Century Society considers the óoft-ignoredô 
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Protection by Listing 

The C20 heritage is increasingly being protected 

through the listing system, both at national and local 

level. In Chichester, Historic England (formerly Eng-

lish Heritage) has singled out the religious art in the 

Catholic Church of St Richards (Grade II), Marriott 

Lodge (Grade II) and the Chichester Festival Theatre 

(Grade II*), and last month awarded Grade II listed 

status to the WSCC library in Tower Street. 

The Library, Tower Street 

Chichester District Councilôs own local list rounds 

up further C20 stock that merits attention: the Rail-

way Station, the Ave. de Chartres car park, the Bus 

Station & Garage and the County Court on the South 

  The Bus Garage, Southgate 

 

axis; on the West, the General Post Office, the 

Chichester College admin block, Parklands CP 

School and the Ridgeway retail parade; to the North 

the Minerva Theatre, the University Chapel of the 

Ascension, Fordwater Copse and number 7 Lavant 

Road; and to the East the reputedly Lutyens-

influenced fa­ade of Marks & Spencer. 

But the Damage Continues 

In C21, disappearances and disfigurements of this her-

itage are now taking place, most notably the loss of 

the two Powell & Moya houses in Mount Lane (one 

of which still figures on the local list even though de-

molished); the oblit-

eration of the 

óFestival of Britainô 

decoration in the 

railway station 

(even though it too 

is on the local list); 

the recent disfigure-

ment of what was a 

rare triplet of well-

balanced Arts & 

Crafts-inspired 

dwellings built by 

Henty on Orchard 

Street; and now ret-

rospective changes 

to the Sir Hugh  

Casson Gold Arts 

building at the Cross. 

 

And let us include here a particularly rich inheritance 

of public C20 art which has been well documented 

elsewhere. 

 

Quite apart from the fantastic riches of the Cathedral, 

consider Yvonne Hudsonôs óMinervaô on Sussex 

House in North Street, John Skeltonôs óSymbol of 

Discoveryô (as yet still standing outside the former 

museum building), the artworks of the University 

Gold Arts, North/East Street 
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Chapel, and even John Skeltonôs Sainsbury mural, 

moved from the city centre and now hidden among 

the trolleys on the outskirts of town. 

Time for Better Understanding  

Recently, the Chichester Festival Theatre team 

have managed a marvellous renewal of one of our 

major C20 icons.  

 

Surely time then to update comprehensively the 

20th Century Societyôs 2006 walk and óRenewô the 

general understanding of the C20 contribution to 

Chichesterôs heritage landscape?  

Chichester Festival Theatre óRenewedô 
Thanks to Harry Page for the photos &  

Nevil Hopkins for his assistance 

A Technical Appreciation of the Buildings in this Article 

 

The General Post Office -  Architect D Dyke, Ministry of Works, c1937. Local listing. 

Completed c1937 in red brick, neo-baroque style and set back from the common building line. It is in fact 

steel framed. Alludes to the 18th century in a 1930s manner. Much of the original character and fabric intact. 

Marriott Lodge - Architects ABK (Ahrends, Buton and Koralek) 1965. Listed Grade II. 

Originally built as Gillett House for Chichester Theological College to provide student accommodation. It 

was designed in an unashamedly brutalist style using sawn-board finished reinforced concrete, local brick 

and stained softwood forming a fairly rugged impression. A small but distinguished example of the best high-

er education work of the 60s when quality not quantity still mattered. It has imaginative use of space inside. 

WSCC County Library - Geoff Entwhistle & Rod Funnell, office of FR Steele County Archi-

tect, engineered by Ove Arup & Partners 1967. Listed Grade II.  

Listed by Historic England in 2015. English Heritage had previously turned it down because óweak in execu-

tioné lacks elegance... not pioneering architectureô. However, a good example of an unaltered modern-

ist building which successfully represents the spirit of its age. Although a simple design which has managed 

to avoid looking dated, the shape does not make for an easy layout inside. One of the first electronic libraries 

in England, it is now an important landmark building in Tower Street. 

Chichester Bus Garage - Engineers Alfred Goldstein and R Travers of Morgan & Partners. Architect un-

known 1956. Local listing. 

Built in 1956 along with the bus station. Its interest is engineering rather than architectural ï it is an early ex-

ample of thin-shell concrete single span construction. The clear span pre-stressed concrete roof is unusually 

thin for the period.  

Gold Arts -1 North Street/88 East St - Architect Sir Hugh Casson 1962. Not listed. 

On a sensitive site overlooking the Cross. Built in 1960 as Lennardôs shoe shop on the site of their earlier 

building which almost collapsed and had to be shored up as a matter of urgency. 

Chichester Festival Theatre - Architects Powell & Moya 1962, restored by Haworth Tompkins Architects 

and construction team Osborne 2014. Listed Grade II*. 

The most iconic of Chichesterôs C20 buildings. The 1316 seat auditorium was the first in a modern theatre to 

have an open óthrustô stage with the audience seated around it on three sides. It makes bold use of in-

situ concrete and the extremities of the cantilevering main beams are tied together with tendons across the 

roof-space to give an interior uncluttered by columns. It accommodates twice the audience of Peter Moroôs 

Nottingham Playhouse, but was built to a lower budget. Sir Philip Powell was a local boy. 

The Twentieth Century Society was founded as the Thirties  Society in 1979, and exists to safe-

guard the heritage of architecture and design in Britain from 1914 onwards. The Societyôs prime 

objectives are conservation and education.  Details are available at www.c20society.org.uk 


