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Reasons to be cheerful
With the dark winter months upon us it is all too easy to lapse into a 
gloomier mood. One can dwell on the less positive aspects of the future. 
This can affect communities just as much as individuals. Negative issues 
can come to the forefront and in Chichester’s case this could include the 
future of the A27 and the development of Whitehouse Farm.

On the other hand we are rapidly approaching the festive season. ‘Tis the 
season to be jolly’ as the carol proclaims. So let me list some reasons for 
cheerfulness as reflected in the pages of this newsletter and elsewhere.

I do recommend you read our report about the thriving business venture of 
Clothkits and Draper’s Yard on The Hornet. Also there is the story of Kim’s 
Bookshop on South Street, another successful local independent enterprise.

Walking through the city centre the other day, I realised what an improvement 
has been achieved by moving the Wednesday market to East and North 
Streets. Removing the scaffolding around the Cross has revealed its fully 
restored glory.

Just as we go to press I’ve heard the good news that local businesses have 
voted in favour (an 82% majority!) for continuing Chichester’s Business 
Improvement District (BID) for a further 5-year term; this will help improve the 
vibrancy of the city centre and retain the Christmas lights.

So, as winter approaches there are reasons to be cheerful.

Finally may I take this opportunity to wish all our readers a Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year.

Richard Childs

IN THIS ISSUE
1.  The Chairman’s view

2.  ChiSores: road signage,  
 and the City Walls

3.  A tour of West Dean’s  
 apple collection

4.  A cycling vision for Chi?

5.  We meet Kim’s Bookshop

6.  Chichester’s Court  
 closures

7.  An expanding    
 Conservation area

8.  The A27: once a motorway  
 dream

10. Updating the Pevsner  
 guide 

12. Clothkits at Drapers Yard

14. Little London and the   
 need for vigilance

15. A tour of Medmerry  
 Wetlands

16. The Society’s 2016 AGM

18. Envisioning Chichester’s  
 future

19. The Civic Voice 2016  
 Convention

20. Support our advertisers!

The BID vote is a vote of confidence in Chichester - and safeguards this City’s 
Christmas lights! Photo courtesy of Chichester BID

Registered Charity No 268055

TH
E 

CH

ICHESTER SOCIETY

FOUNDED 1973



ISSUE NUMBER 191 - DEC 2016

Read earlier editions on our website at www.chichestersociety.org.ukPage 2

WHO CAN DEAL WITH THIS SAGA OF 
CONFLICTING RESPONSIBILITIES?
This road sign clearly needs tidying up on several 
fronts - new plate, new posts and new foundation. 
But who is responsible? Placing this image on Twitter 
resulted in several responses. West Sussex CC 
claimed ownership of traffic signs but not the street 
names and referred to the District Council - who said 
it was not their responsibility, and referred back to the 
County Council!

When these tweets were shown to Rodney Duggua, 
Chichester City Council’s Town Clerk, he was not 
surprised: ‘This sort of thing is more or less a daily 
event for us and for the customer it can get very 
frustrating’. As far as this ChiSore is concerned 
the City Council’s Property Team is arranging a 
new sign with the City’s Coat of Arms on it. But 
responsibility for reinstating the hard landscaping 
rests, we understand, with the County Council as 
highway authority, or could it be the District Council?

HOW NOT TO MAINTAIN 
A TOURIST ATTRACTION
When tourists come to Chichester, they come for the 
Cathedral, the shops and a walk round the Walls 
(and a dip into the Novium if they can find it). The 
Walls were smartened up with Heritage Lottery 
Fund money in 2012 but Chichester District Council 
apparently couldn’t find the odd penny to keep them 
looking good. The wild flower planting has been 
overrun with nettles and bindweed. The latest cut is 
Mohican-style; strim the top, strim the bottom and let 
the middle stick up as it will! Other walled cities take 
a pride in their assets – why not Chichester?

RIGHT: But in York they love and care for their city walls  
Photo with thanks to City of York Council

BELOW: The state of Chichester’s North Walls  
during summer 2016
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CHISOC 
VISIT WEST 
DEAN’S APPLE 
COLLECTION
Fourteen members of the 
Chichester Society enjoyed a 
tasting tour of the West Dean Fruit 
garden on 21st September, led by 
David Wilson who works there as 
a volunteer on the collection.

David spoke about some of the 
varieties we saw and tasted: 
Granny Smith, who was a 
Sussex woman from Rye, though 
she raised her apple in Australia 
after emigrating; the oldest 
recorded Sussex variety, Golden 
Pippin from Parham Park, 
dating from 1629; Red Devil, so 
sensitive to sunlight that you can 
stencil your initials on it; Margil, 
originally grown at the Palace of 
Versailles; and Howgate Wonder 
from the Isle of Wight which for 
many years held the record of 
the world’s heaviest apple, over 
4lb! At the end of the tour, the 
party confessed to being ‘appled 
out’!

HELP 
GUARANTEE 

THE SOCIETY’S 
FUTURE!

By remembering the 
Chichester Society when 

arranging future bequests 
you’ll help continue this  
City’s civic traditions. 

Your gift will really make a 
difference! See Back page for 
contact information or access 

the Society’s website at 
chichestersociety.org.uk
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A VISION FOR 
CYCLING IN 
CHICHESTER?
ChiCycle Chair Sarah 
Sharp reports on innovative 
cycling solutions

For years, being a cyclist in this 
country has too often felt like being 
pushed to the sidelines; both 
literally and metaphorically. But in 
some places great strides are now 
being made to bring cycling out 
from the margins, and in October 
Chichester hosted a two-day Cycle 
Infrastructure Workshop presented 
by some of the best known names in 
the country for sustainable travel.

Phil Jones, Mark Strong, Rachel 
Aldred and Mark Philpotts detailed 
how London and other UK cities 
are increasing the appeal of 
cycling and making sure it is 
safe. Their presentations were 
wide ranging, from inspirational 
examples of infrastructure, like 
Cycle Superhighways with proper 
segregation, to details of a method 
for objectively assessing if a 
proposed cycle lane will really be 
up to the job. Developers too, should 
be held to account for inadequate 
provision for cyclists.

The day also included a ‘walk-shop’ 
around the city. It was refreshing to 
go out with the speakers and hear 
talk of ‘It can be done! You can 
change the streets!’ and ‘There is 
a lot of space here. We know the 
answer to this problem!’

We also learnt about the ‘Propensity 
to Cycle’ tool. This piece of software 
helps make the financial case 
of where best to invest, before 
making a funding application. 
Encouragingly, the tool suggests that 
if Chichester had cycle provision 
of the same quality as Holland, we 
could easily have 25% -30% of West 
Sussex residents cycling. But that 
does assume we can change the 
way we do things at the moment.

Changing regulations
We learnt that the Department for 
Transport has outdated guidelines 
for cycle infrastructure – and leaves 

Cycling treated as a transport mode – not pushed into the margins.

it to cash-strapped and inexpert 
councils to write their own. The 
speakers suggested that, given 
this situation, one way out would 
be simply to adopt new standards 
being used in Wales and London. 
The London and Wales standards 
have flipped the ‘hierarchy of 
provision’ on its head – now making 
dedicated cycle lanes the first 
action to be taken, not the last.

Outside low-traffic areas, full 
segregation of cyclists from fast-
moving traffic is the only way to 
encourage people out of their 
cars. If we don’t put in such 
infrastructure, for example linking 
Graylingwell or Westhampnett with 
the City, we will continue to see 
high levels of car use.

County strategy
The County’s recently adopted 
‘Walking and Cycling Strategy’ 
contains over 300 schemes that 
need to be worked up.  But we 
are told that just 2, or possibly 
3 schemes can be put forward 
for feasibility studies each year. 
Great! At this rate it will take 
from 100 to 150 years just to get 
through the feasibility stage – let 
alone get anything built! With the 
County concentrating on cross-
country schemes, the chances of 
improving in-town black spots - like 
Southgate, Northgate, Westgate 
and Eastgate – seems remote. The 
chance of getting more cyclists 

and walkers onto our main roads 
recedes even further into the 
distance.

To date, we have been seen as a 
rural county – but we have large 
urban areas that urgently need 
physically protected, segregated 
paths.

New plans afoot – and a 
wealth of acronyms
The Department for Transport 
(DfT) will help local bodies who are 
serious about taking a strategic 
approach towards increasing 
cycling and walking in their areas. 
The DfT is in the process of issuing 
guidelines for preparing Local 
Cycling and Walking Infrastructure 
Plans (LCWIPs) and supporting 
the production of these LCWIPs in 
areas with significant potential for 
high levels of walking and cycling. 
If we can draw up one of these 
plans for Chichester, we would be 
in a position to approach the Local 
Enterprise Partnership (LEP) directly 
for funding. The LEP currently holds 
£24m for the ‘Coast to Capital’ 
region for sustainable travel.

Ultimately, at the Workshop we 
learned that the future could be 
very bright, but we need leadership, 
good design and money to 
transform our streets.   

We need to follow London’s best 
practice. 
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THE HIDDEN 
TREASURES 
OF KIM’S 
BOOKSHOP
ChiSoc members Judith 
Ratledge and Danielle 
Charbonneau visit a 
unique institution

If you have ever entered Kim’s 
Bookshop in South Street you know 
what a magical, irresistible place 
it is for booklovers. It has three 
floors reached by a steep staircase, 
packed floor to ceiling with beautiful 
and intriguing volumes.

The business was started by Lin 
Flowers-Hearne’s  mother in 1971 
with a shop in Worthing, the venture 
was then extended to Arundel and 
ten years ago to Chichester. The 
Worthing shop is alas, no more, the 
rent outstripping the turnover, but 
the other two shops are thriving. 
The premises themselves, in 
Chichester, are worthy of note. The 
house situated at 28 South Street is 
18th century and was a book shop 
when the present day proprietor Lin 
acquired it. It already had literary 
connections as the blue plaque 
outside testifies. Charles Crocker 
lived here 1797-1861. He was a 
much-loved Cicestrian who started 
out as an apprentice shoemaker 
in Chichester, becoming a sexton 
for the Cathedral and a well-known 
poet.

75,000 volumes in 2 shops

Lin’s collection is predominately 
non-fiction, second-hand and 
antiquarian with some new books 
to supplement the stock. There are 
approximately 75,000 volumes in 
the two shops. They are acquired 
through estate sales, auctions and 
personal sellers contacting the 
business. Lin tours the countryside 
in her little van sometimes feeling 
like Del Boy from Only Fools and 
Horses, making about 25 house 
calls a week, from Horsham to 
Southampton, from great houses 

to more humble abodes, not 
knowing what she will come across. 
Sometimes she spends a lot of 
money, sometimes nothing at all.

Art books are always 
popular 

When questioned as to which 
books have a good market value, 
the answer was old reference 
and travel books, vintage fashion 
and interior decoration; crime 
fiction of the 30’s and 40’s; Agatha 
Christie’s early works (preferably 
with original dust covers); 
children’s literature with the likes 
of Rupert Bear, Biggles, Greyfriars 
and Flower Fairies with Arthur 
Rackham’s gorgeous illustrations 
(1910-1940). Art books are always 
popular, especially unusual ones 
and also noteworthy art exhibition 
catalogues. Unfortunately modern 
authors’ inscribed works are not 
sought after, owing to the many 
signings at bookshops and talks, but 
an early author whose signature is 
rare, is of value. Not popular at the 
present time are sets of work from 
writers such as Dickens, Thackeray, 
Walpole or Shakespeare, unless 
they are beautifully and expensively 
bound. The sets can nowadays be 
bought very reasonably, often by 
interior designers. 

Kim’s Bookshop also scores in 
being able to get most requested 
books (if they are available) very 

quickly as the warehouses look 
favourably on small independent 
traders. One thing very much 
in this shop’s favour is that it is 
beautifully warm and welcoming 
in contrast to many other second-
hand bookshops we have visited. In 
addition to the books may be found 
a selection of interesting cards 
adorning the front of the shop. If you 
have any books that you think are 
interesting, give the firm a ring or fix 
an appointment, better still, call in 
- you might find something you did 
not know you wanted.

Kim’s Bookshop owner Lin Flowers-Hearne (centre), with her assistant managers Alison 
Martin at Chichester and John Smith at Arundel.
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A PACKED MEETING OPPOSES THE 
CHICHESTER COURT CLOSURES 
Bob Wiggins was there for the Newsletter

The Chichester City Council Assembly Room was the 
location on the evening of Tuesday 27 September for 
those opposed to the Court closures to hear arguments 
against this plan. The meeting was chaired by Peter 
Budge, Mayor of Chichester, with a panel of speakers 
comprising His Honour Judge Robin Barrett QC Retired 
Circuit Judge, Edward Cook Solicitor at Anderson 
Rowntree Solicitor and Vice Chair of Resolution West 
Sussex, Sara Fildes Solicitor and Director of Owen-Kenny 
Partnership and committee member of Chichester District 
Law Society, Edward Hand Criminal Barrister and Louise 
Goldsmith Leader of West Sussex County Council.

Robin Barrett opened the proceedings citing several 
areas of objection - the significance of the removal of a 
system of justice from our City, the flawed process that 
was followed, and a lack of consultation throughout.

Video links are unreliable
The logistical problems faced by those having to interact 
with the legal system will only increase. Edward Hand 
cited cases with which he has had to deal and pointed 
out the lack of awareness that for any one case 20 to 30 
support staff (court officers, clerks, judge, barrister etc) 
are involved. Experience with video links has shown that 
they have often proved unreliable and are not adequate 
to deal with the many different persons involved.

Cases will take much longer to be heard, asserted Sara 
Fildes from her experience as a Family Solicitor. It is not 
unusual for a parent and children to have to travel to 
another area to attend court, suffer delays and find that 
the children have to be registered in this strange area to 
attend schools. She felt that the other courts will not be 
able to cope.

The formal proceedings ended with Louise Goldsmith 
joining with other speakers in expressing anger on the 
closure decision and sorrow for local residents who will 
be faced with the inevitable increased disruption to their 
lives.

Judicial review a possibility
A lively discussion then followed chaired by the Mayor 
with around 20 or so local residents making their 
concerns felt. The support provided by the local MP 
Andrew Tyrie was acknowledged and everyone was 
urged to write individually to him with their objections and 
concerns. There was a strong case for a Judicial Review 
of the process and this is one route that is apparently 
being considered.

A longer version of this report is to be found on our 
website: http://chichestersociety.org.uk/packed-meeting-
opposes-chichester-court-closures/

Speakers at this well-attended meeting (left to right): Sara Fildes, Louise Goldsmith, Edward Hand, Robin Barrett, 
Edward Cook and City Council Mayor Peter Budge
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CHICHESTER’S CONSERVATION 
AREA IS BEING EXPANDED
Plans to strengthen this city’s heritage are explained  
by John Templeton 

The Brewery Field, behind Orchard Street, 
will have extra protection by being added 
to the Chichester Conservation Area 

Back in 2005 Chichester District 
Council commissioned a 
‘character appraisal’ of the city’s 
Conservation Area - principally 
within the city walls and a little 
way outside. That appraisal has 
now been updated by the Council, 
following a public exhibition in April 
and a six-week consultation, and 
was approved by the Council’s 
Cabinet on 6 September. Many 
suggestions made by the public 
and by the Chichester Society 
have been included in the latest 
revisions. As a result the formal 
conservation area has been 
extended in the east to include 
parts of Whyke; but also north-
west to Orchard Avenue/Gardens, 
Central School playing fields and 
the Brewery Field - which some 
readers may know as Henty Field. 

Subject to public endorsement 
a further extension at Whyke to 
include the Oving Road area will 
be added to the final boundary. 
To the north, the older parts 
of Summersdale will also be 
examined as a possible extension 
to the Graylingwell conservation 
area when it is next reviewed.

Responses to the consultation 
demonstrate overwhelming 
support for proposed controls on 
minor alterations to all dwellings 
throughout the conservation area, 
to ensure its future protection. We 
will report on further progress in 
a future edition of the Newsletter 
when the review has been 
completed.

Flint faced house at Whyke
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THE A27 - ONCE THE DREAM 
MOTORWAY FROM KENT TO DEVON!
David Wilson considers the stop-go history of the A27 trunk road 

The Society’s view in response to Highways 
England’s recent consultations was 
emailed to those of you who use the 
Internet. However, we thought you might be 
interested looking at the A27 from a longer 
perspective.

Numbering the nation’s roads

Road numbering in Britain was started in the 1920s. The 
general principles were that the country was divided 
into zones defined by the A1, A2, A3 etc, so that our area 
coming between the A2 (London – Dover) and the A3 
(London – Portsmouth) is zone 2. Within each zone a road 
should be considered to run clockwise, so that the A27 
is a zone 2 road, even though it continues on over the A3 
and past Romsey.

Given that civil servants were even then thinking of a 
Folkestone – Honiton through-route, it is a mystery why 
this whole stretch - from Kent to Devon - should not 
have been called the A27, instead of being the A259 
(the Folkestone end) and the A31/35 (the Honiton end). 
Anyway, the A27 originally started at Brighton; yes, not 
Pevensey – as the Lewes stretch was the A26 until the 
1950s and the road from Lewes to Polegate was the A274.

Many readers will recall the dual carriageway 
improvements made between 1989 and 1996, notably 
from Havant to Chichester, and at Westhampnett, 
Fontwell and Brighton. But there was another batch of 
bypass improvements around 1970 – Shoreham, Arundel 
and Havant – and in the 1930s. It looks as if, war austerity 
years excepted, road improvements come around every 
20 years: so 2016 is an auspicious date for currently 
proposed works at Chichester and, maybe, Worthing.

The A27 crosses the River 
Adur at Shoreham
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Worthing’s bypass plans 
were abandoned in 1996

In 1993-4 a major public enquiry 
was held regarding a Worthing 
bypass, which would have run 
generally to the north of the built-up 
area, with a couple of tunnels in the 
most sensitive areas. Nevertheless, 
many houses were compulsorily 
purchased before the scheme 
was abandoned in 1996. Cynics 
suggested that the real reason 
was not the cost, but rather that 
the Conservatives stood to lose 
both Worthing seats to the Liberal 
Democrats if the plans were still 
active! 

At the other end, around 
Southampton, the original road 
diverted through Botley as the 
Hamble Bridge was then a toll 
bridge. The A27 gives up any 
pretensions to be a major link as 
it goes through Swaythling under 
a ridiculously low bridge, at 11’9”, 
potters through suburban streets 
to Romsey and finally ends at 
an undistinguished traffic light 
at Whiteparish, on the way to 
Salisbury. 

When the new carriageway from 
Havant to Chichester was planned 
a full motorway was intended but 
by the time it was built, a decision 
had been made to save money 
by not including hard shoulders. 
However, if the Institute of Highway 
Engineers had had their way in 
1936, Chichester would lie on a 
motorway from Dover to Taunton via 
Winchester.

CAN YOU TELL THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN A 
HAMBURGER, A BANANA AND A HOT CROSS BUN?
A hamburger junction is one with a single carriageway being given fast through access across the middle 
of the roundabout, controlled by traffic lights (e.g. A45, Bordesley, Birmingham – 105 accidents in 5 years). 
The banana is much the same, except that the main road does a right angle turn as it goes across the 
roundabout (A52/B6003 in Nottingham) and a hot cross bun has dual carriageway crossing the roundabout 
(A31 at Canford Bottom near Poole – which has 70 sets of traffic lights!). On this basis, option 3 would be a hot 
cross bun rather than a hamburger. 

Does this make you feel voracious? All these types are sometimes lumped under the term ‘throughabouts’ or 
in Spain, where they are common, ‘raquetas’ (= tennis racquets). 

The A27 on the northern 
outskirts of Brighton at 

Hollingbury, 
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FAMED PEVSNER ARCHITECTURAL 
GUIDE UPDATED FOR CHICHESTER
Historian and 
researcher Dr Tim 
Hudson explains 
his part in this 
anticipated revision
The Buildings of England series 
founded by (Sir) Nikolaus Pevsner 
after the Second World War is one 
of the glories of British publishing.  
Forty-six volumes covering 
the whole country appeared 
between 1951 (Cornwall) and 1974 
(Staffordshire), the bulk of them 
written by Pevsner himself.

Pevsner was always aware of their 
shortcomings, however, and said 
that revised versions would be 
the ones to look out for.  Over the 
last 15 years or so Yale University 
Press, continuing the work of the 
original publisher Penguin, has 
been bringing out new editions in 
a larger format, with superb colour 
photographs to replace black and 

recent Hampshire: North volume 
of the series.  The precinct though 
isn’t entirely separate from the 
rest of the city; as an example the 
east range of the Vicars’ Close has 
become the shops on the west side 
of South Street!

Pevsner’s classic arrangement of 
gazetteer entries is retained for 
each place covered: introduction; 
churches and religious 
buildings; public buildings; and 
Perambulations, the last section 
attempting to scoop up everything 
else into manageable walks.  

It’s a great privilege while revising 
to be able often to see inside 
buildings not normally open to 
the public.  Luckily most owners 
and occupiers are willing to grant 
access when requested; though 
the published books always make 
clear that a description doesn’t 
imply that the same access is 
available to readers.

Changing Chichester

There have been many changes in 
Chichester’s fabric since 1965, with 
demolitions (much of Somerstown 
and the extraordinary fantasy 
called The Grange in Tower 
Street are examples) and new 
constructions (some, one might 
diplomatically say, more appealing 
than others).  Buildings have often 
changed their uses, religious ones 
especially, so that the revision will 
often refer to ‘former’ this or that.  
Revisers must keep up to date with 
what’s going on all the time.  Just 
now, for instance, Chichester’s fine 
central Post Office in West Street 
has been vacated; new buildings 
are going up at the University in 
College Lane; while the future of 
the so-called ‘Southern Gateway’ is 
uncertain and a cause for concern 
(I hope that the Chichester Society 
will fight to protect at least the Art 
Deco Court House at Southgate, 
and also the wonderful Bus Garage 
in Basin Road, a building probably 
known to few).  

white ones.  The aim in revising is 
to retain as much as possible of the 
original books, while updating and 
expanding the texts as necessary.

Work on Sussex

The 1965 volume for Sussex, by 
Pevsner in collaboration with 
Ian Nairn, has now become two 
volumes, the first appearing in 
2013 as Sussex: East.  Currently 
West Sussex is being tackled 
under the editorship of Elizabeth 
Williamson, a former Deputy Editor 
of the series, with myself initially as 
researcher to the project.

Last year I was asked to undertake 
the revision of Chichester as well, 
and as a long-term resident of 
the area with a background in 
architectural history I was excited 
to be more closely involved.  
Fortunately my remit doesn’t 
include the complications of the 
Cathedral and Precinct, to be dealt 
with by Dr John Crook, a medieval 
specialist and co-author of the 

Nikolaus Pevsner with his wife Lola lunching on the road while compiling 
The Buildings of England; he was especially fond of Shippam’s fish paste!
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Most of the Chichester text is by Ian Nairn, a crusading journalist 
rather than an architectural historian, best remembered for 
hard-hitting articles in the 1950s and 60s with titles like ‘Stop the 
Architects Now’.  Nairn has a very distinctive voice, but some of 
his opinions have become outdated.  He wasn’t really in favour 
of building in historical styles for instance (common practice 
in previous centuries) and seemed to have a special animus 
against Sir Edwin Lutyens, now claimed by some as England’s 
greatest ever architect.  Nor was political correctness his thing; a 
comparison of corbels in the Chichester Bishop’s Palace chapel 
with ‘the effect given in other circumstances by a firm full-bodied 
woman’ wouldn’t pass the editorial blue pencil today (what 
circumstances?).  Nairn’s best remarks will be preserved in the 
revision, but there is much that unfortunately has to be dropped or 
rewritten.

The Chichester Society and the Buildings of England

Chichester did once host Sir Nikolaus as lecturer, though the 
event didn’t go entirely as hoped (see Newsletter No.139 of 
December 2003 for a report). And Ian Nairn himself in the early 
days visited the city to advise the Society’s chief personnel 
on tactics. For the reviser of Chichester the 190-odd issues of 
the Society’s Newsletter have much to offer, for instance the 
memorable word ‘Chichibild’ (No.56 of February 1985), coined by 
Joy Crawshaw to describe the sort of semi-Modernist buildings 
that plagued the city in the 1970s. 

Comments and suggestions for corrections to or amplifications 
of the text of the 1965 volume are still very much welcomed from 
members of the Society – something that goes for other West 
Sussex places as well.

Much of Somerstown was destroyed in 1964 despite the eloquent defence of this 
artisan suburb in Nairn and Pevsner’s Buildings of England: Sussex.
Photo taken by John Templeton in the early 1960s

Chichester’s new museum, the Novium - loved 
by some, detested by others.
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FROM THE BUSH INN 
TO CLOTHKITS AND 
DRAPERS YARD 
John Wichers discovers how a former 
Chichester pub gets a new lease of life

An artist with a business mind
To understand how Draper’s 
Yard ‘happened’ we must first get 
acquainted with proprietor, Kay; 
an uncommon blend of artist with 
an eye for commerce. I find her a 
charming and forthright woman 
with a ready smile. Without any 
prompting, Kay explains her interest 
in things artistic and how much she 
was influenced by her mother: as a 
teenager she had learnt to sew and 
make her own clothes. ‘So, where 
did your business acumen come 
from’? I ask. ‘Oh well!’ she laughs, 
‘My father owned a garage which 
specialised in classic sports-cars 
-  so from a young age I helped 
my father, learning to sell and 
negotiate, which gave me a good 

understanding of commerce. But 
I always knew I wanted a career 
involving art and so enrolled as 
a Fine Art student at Chichester 
University, studying part-time whilst 
continuing in the motor-trade to help 
pay the bills.’ 
Quest for the ideal venture
Having graduated with a First Class 
Honours degree, Kay continued her 
search for a commercial venture 
that would marry with her artistic 
flair, recognizing that ‘most artists 
needed to do something else to 
support themselves.’ She smilingly 
admits that with the arrival of her 
first daughter that perception 
became an urgent message! 
Eventually her search was 
rewarded in the shape of Clothkits: 
she discovered that this once well-
known firm, formerly employing 
400 people and with 17 stores 
around UK had, by 1990, completely 
disappeared.  Her investigations 
revealed that the enterprise had 
been swallowed up by a much 
larger organization – Freemans 
Catalogue - and allowed to wither 
as a ‘dormant’ company.   
Kay’s 18-month determined struggle 
to acquire the Clothkits name is a 
good example of her insight and 
determination.  Brought up in a 
family where mother made much 
of the family’s clothing using dress-
making cut-outs, Kay’s intuition 
told her there was still a market out 
there for this company’s intellectual 
property.  So, beginning in 2006, 
Kay unceasingly badgered the 
Company Secretary of Freemans 
Catalogue until finally she 
succeeded in buying the Clothkits 
name and with it, that prized 
intellectual property.  
Why so special?
Well, reader, you either know about 
the Clothkits unique approach to 
dress-making or you don’t: and I 
didn’t! So I persist: ‘Why? What is 
so special about this company?’ 
‘The key difference’ Kay patiently 
explains, ‘is that instead of 
supplying paper patterns, these are 
printed directly on to the cloth, thus 
eliminating the fiddly task of cutting 
and pinning of paper patterns on to 
material to get the correct pattern 
and size.’ 

A ‘clone town’? – Chichester! This 
accusation has been levelled at the 
City more than once in recent times. 
Some are determined to fight the 
trend. One, Kay Mawer, (proprietor of 
Clothkits Ltd) is determined to resist 
the rise and rise of multiples and 
this is the concept behind her newly-
opened Draper’s Yard; an amalgam 
of permanent shops, plus weekly and 
even daily stalls for hire. The Yard is a 
compact, unique environment where 
fresh young entrepreneurs display 
and sell their products, without being 
shackled to exorbitant rents. Now that 
the town has lost Sadler’s Walk (Little 
London Walk) and more recently the 
Boardwalk, the shopper may still find 
that ‘special something’ in Draper’s 
Yard.

Clothkits’  
Kay Mawer, 

the inspiration 
behind the new  
Draper’s Yard.
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Growth and Growing Pains
Today, in a little over 8 years, with 
Kay at the helm up-dating and 
augmenting the available patterns, 
Clothkits now has a turnover in 
excess of £ ½ million. The growth 
of the firm from 2008 meant that 
Kay needed larger, dedicated 
premises to operate from, away 
from home. After a year renting a 
disused church hall in St. Pancras, 
Kay learned from the landlady of the 
‘Bush Inn’, that with her imminent 
retirement, the pub would close. In 
her usual direct manner, Kay swiftly 
negotiated with the brewery owners 
the purchase of the inn plus its 
extensive courtyard out-buildings. 
Having pulled a celebratory pint 
at the pub’s closure in October 
2012, Kay and her Clothkits 
company moved in. After extensive 
refurbishment, the ground floor 
is now given over to retail selling 
of every conceivable item used 
in dress-making and other allied 
crafts.  Upstairs are several rooms 
used for garment construction and 
pattern-making; two dress-making 

classrooms, plus a storage area 
for all the kits ready to be sent out 
world-wide to customers ordering 
from the flourishing website www.
clothkits.co.uk
Something for Others
The astute reader will have noticed 
that Kay was now the owner not 
only of a building essential to her 
business, but an extensive courtyard 
too, albeit of a rather dilapidated 
nature.  Not one to let grass grow 
underfoot, the challenge was how 
to put this area to the best possible 
use. Kay had long held the idea of 
forming a creative hub where like-
minded craftspeople could come 
together to exhibit and sell their 
own work. The ex-pub’s run-down 
function rooms and courtyard were 
the ideal location. Kay’s imaginative 
plan was to install a number of 
identical garden sheds, twelve in 
all.  Each with the same design 
and décor offering independent, 
secure lock-up spaces to be rented 
out weekly or monthly, according to 
each craftsperson’s need.  

The larger buildings now house 
hairdresser, beauty salon and 
restored furniture shops; whilst 
the sheds are home to painters, 
hand-crafted jewellers and other 
handiwork. The whole ambiance 
of the area is enhanced by a 
bright greensward (AstroTurf) 
flooring, which somehow cleverly 
adds to the slightly surreal 
atmosphere of having discovered 
a secret world one step away from 
a busy street. 
In June 2016, the City’s Mayor, 
Peter Budge officially opened 
Draper’s Yard. The District 
Council’s economic development 
department and the BID (Business 
Improvement District) have 
both been very supportive of 
the concept: ‘just what the city 
needs’. Kay herself admits to 
being astonished at the amount 
of interest shown by craftspeople 
of all types, who love the synergy 
that comes from working together 
rather than in the isolation of their 
home.

The coffee van: an immaculate example of a 1970 vintage Citroen 
‘Hy-Van’, known in France as “Nez de Cochon” (Pig’s snout)
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KEEPING UP THE APPEARANCE AND 
CHARACTER OF LITTLE LONDON 
Rosemary Hodge illustrates how residents’ constant vigilance is 
protecting this neighbourhood
The Chichester Conservation Area Character Apprais-
al describes Little London and East Row as “Georgian 
streets of a mix of historic industrial buildings, houses 
used for commercial purposes, humble terraced houses 
and elegant double fronted houses”  - and that’s how 
this historic area should be kept. In the past three years 
the residents have been challenged with over 60 plan-
ning and discharge of condition applications.

Maintaining a secluded courtyard feeling. 

The demolition of Little London Walk in 2013 and the 
construction of the new T K Maxx store has been a 
major project. It was disappointing that the case for 
keeping the arcade of small local shops was lost but 
the residents were pleased that the final agreed plan at 
least showed that the trees in the Little London entrance 
to the new store, which were to be removed during the 
construction phase, were to be replanted. That was until 
a revised plan for the courtyard electrics was passed by 
Chichester District Council (CDC). This showed no trees 
but some strange electrical junction boxes. Heather 
Hall, CDC Historic Buildings Advisor, picked up on these 
boxes which resulted in the owners of the T K Maxx site 

submitting an application for the erection of four kiosks 
in the courtyard. Henry Whitby, CDC Tree Officer, was 
consulted about the lack of landscaping which result-
ed in the application for the kiosks being withdrawn in 
September 2016. A revised application is awaited that 
will hopefully return this part of Little London back to the 
secluded courtyard that has been there for years.

Saving public art

The Old Museum at 29 Little London had been left to 
deteriorate since the city museum was moved to its 
new home in Tower Street. CDC, the owners of the site, 
were granted change of use to residential in 2013. At 
the end of 2014 Elberry, a local developer, bought the 
property. Revised plans for the conversion were sub-
mitted which raised concerns over the setting and long 
term maintenance of the John Skelton sculpture Symbol 
of Discovery which stood outside the entrance to the 
Old Museum. After a lot of discussion with CDC and the 
developer, the sculpture has been retained in its original 
setting, with new cobbles and some suitable planting - 
and is now lit at night.

The TK Maxx courtyard: looking rather bare but improvements are planned
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ChiSoc members enjoyed 
a visit to this flood relief 
project on 25 October. 
Medmerry is the largest 
of its type in the country 
and takes pressure off the 
coastal defences between 
Selsey and Bracklesham 
Bay, by allowing the sea 
to flood an area of land 
defined by manmade 
banks thus forming a 
tidal saltmarsh. It’s now a 
wildfowl reserve managed 
by the RSPB. We were 
most ably led by Ivan 
Lang, RSPB warden for a 
thoroughly enjoyable and 
instructive occasion.

Saga of 1A East Row. 

In February 2015, as the T K Maxx store was nearing completion and the 
Old Museum was being converted, a planning application was submitted 
by the owners of 1A East Row - the County Council’s former Social Services 
offices. An old warehouse had been demolished in the 1970s to make way 
for this rather unprepossessing building.  Most residents hoped that at last 
the building was going to be replaced with something more in keeping with 
its surroundings. When we saw the plans, they were for four townhouses with 
integral garages - ‘a suburban design in a sustainable urban setting.’ The 
design was completely wrong for this location. 

Meetings, letters of objection and letters to our councillors culminated in the 
application going before the CDC Planning Committee.  The application was 
not refused but was deferred ‘for discussion.’ Not wasting any time, one of 
our residents contacted the owner of the site and arranged for the residents 
to meet him. Fresh plans were shown at this meeting - without the integral 
garages. The revised plans fitted better into the streetscape and took into 
account most of our objections. When submitted the revised plans, to our 
dismay, had been altered again, not all for the better but acceptable. These 
plans were resubmitted to CDC Planning Committee and were eventually 
permitted in April 2016. 

Then, in July 2016, it was discovered that the 1A East Row site had been 
sold to Elberry - the same developer as on the Old Museum site - and they 
planned to convert the building into six flats! The site has permitted develop-
ment rights for conversion into residential, so no chance of any objections. 
Residents immediately arranged to meet with the developer to see the new 
plans. Concerned about the look of the building, there was interest in the 
plans. Revisions were submitted to CDC and planning permission granted in 
September 2016: work is well under way. 

Always keeping our eyes open.

Little London residents are vigilant to any building work carried out in this 
area to ensure that it has been through the correct planning procedure and 
that the work is in keeping with the historic surroundings. Now to tackle the 
County Council about broken and dangerous paving on the street: several 
attempts by various residents appear to have been ignored….

John Skelton’s Symbol of 
Discovery, 1963

VISITING MEDMERRY COASTAL 
PROTECTION SCHEME ON A FINE 
OCTOBER DAY
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REPORTS FROM THE CHICHESTER 
SOCIETY’S 43RD AGM
The Society’s 43rd Annual General Meeting was held at the Assembly Room on 19 October 2016 at 
which the following candidates were elected: Chairman Richard Childs; Vice Chairman Bill Sharp; 
Secretary Anthony Quail; Treasurer Bob Wiggins; Committee members Andrew Bain, Rodney 
Chambers, Danielle Charbonneau, Roger Hobbs, Cedric Mitchell, Trevor Redman, Grace Taylor, 
John Templeton, John Wichers and David Wilson. 

SUMMARY OF 
THE CHAIRMAN’S 
ANNUAL REPORT

Richard Childs began his 
annual report by addressing 
two of the major planning issues 
affecting the city. 

The A27 Chichester bypass 
First the A27 consultation, 
which he lamented, had been 
conducted in a somewhat 
febrile atmosphere as if it were 
a referendum rather than a 
discussion on possible options.

He clarified that the Executive 
Committee of the Chichester 
Society had not chosen any 
of the five options detailed 
in the Highways England 
document but had opted for 
the submission of a narrative 
report detailing which junctions 
were or were not acceptable 
and which junctions had not 
been addressed by Highways 
England. He reiterated that 
the Executive Committee was 
against a Northern Bypass. He 
felt that regrettably the matter 
of the A27 would generate 
more division among the city’s 
population once Highways 
England’s preferred route had 
been chosen.

Whitehouse Farm 
Moving on to Whitehouse 
Farm, the Chairman said that 
he had attended and spoken 
at the Planning Committee 
meetings in April and 
September. On both occasions 

he had stressed his concerns 
for the heightened danger 
especially to children caused 
by construction traffic if it were 
allowed to use the proposed 
route through Chichester. He 
had expressed the necessity for 
a Southern Access Route to be 
implemented from the start of 
construction on the site.

Events for ChiSoc members 
The Chairman then turned to 
the events which had been 
arranged for members including 
visits, walks and a wine tasting. 
He thanked those members 
of the Executive Committee 
for organising the events and 
hope a similar number could be 
planned for 2017.

The Society’s heritage trails 
project 
He next reviewed progress with 
the Chichester Heritage Trails 
Project. Chris Hare had been 
appointed Project Manager. 
Chris had recruited a core 
group of volunteer researchers, 
arranged training sessions for 
them at the Record Office and 
Chichester Library. A website 
for the project had been set up 
as well as a facebook page and 
twitter feed. He was optimistic 
that the first four heritage 
trail guides on Chichester’s 
principal streets would be 
published in January.

The War Memorials project in 
Chichester 
Richard referred to the 
War Memorials Project, to 
locate, record and undertake 

conservation assessments 
of every war memorial in 
Chichester and his appeal 
for volunteers to help with the 
project. He told how Judith 
Ratledge had expressed an 
interest in helping on the project 
and had recruited a band of 
volunteers who surveyed and 
photographed every known 
and accessible war memorial 
in Chichester. Their research 
has now been put on the War 
Memorials Online website. He 
thanked Judith and her band 
of volunteers for all their hard 
work.

Executive Committee 
colleagues 
He then thanked officers and 
colleagues on the Executive 
Committee for their hard work 
during the year. In particular 
he mentioned David Wilson 
who was standing down as 
Treasurer after 6 years and 
Bob Wiggins who had edited 
the newsletter for the past two 
years. He thanked Andrew 
Bain for taking on the role of 
Planning Advisor.

The next 12 months 
Looking to the next 12 months 
the Chairman felt that the A27 
would be a dominant issue as 
would be the District Council’s 
Vision for Chichester. On the 
lighter side he expected that 
by the time of next year’s AGM 
most of the Heritage Trails 
would have been published.
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PROFILE OF 
EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE 
MEMBER  
ANDREW BAIN

Andrew serves as the 
Society’s planning advisor.

Born and brought up in Sussex, 
I qualified as an architect at 
University College London in 
1972. I first worked in private 
practice in Brighton then on the 
Heathrow Terminal 2 project 
where I met my wife Sarah.

A varied career followed 
including four years in Oman, 
building my own house in 
Epsom and being a Director of 
a firm of architects with projects 
ranging from residential to 
hotels to master-planning 
studies in the Middle East. 
I retired in 2015 to enjoy my 
hobbies including watercolour 
sketching and exercise by 
striving at tennis! We chose 
Chichester for its small city 
charm, the ability to walk to its 
restaurants, shops, Cathedral, 
art gallery and theatre and the 
fact that the natural attractions 
of the coast and the South 
Downs are easily accessible. 

The Canal Basin ticked the 
boxes for an animated outlook 
living by water and near the 
station. In our five years we 
have been delighted by the 
friendly and interesting people 
of Chichester.

SUMMARY OF 
THE TREASURER’S 
ANNUAL REPORT 

This is an abbreviated version 
of the full report which was 
distributed and approved at 
the AGM. If anyone would now 
like a copy of the full report, 
including a spreadsheet of 
figures, please email David 
Wilson at david@northwalls.
demon.co.uk, or send an SAE 
(C4 large size) with a second 
class large stamp to  
11 North Walls, Chichester, 
PO19 1DA.

Income

The main income was as ever 
subscriptions (£4,526) together 
with the gift aid reclaimed on 
these (£806). Advertising income 
(£648) has increased slightly. 
The net profit on events in 
2015 was £51, mainly from the 
Festival walk. Other events were 
priced so as to be cost neutral.

Expenditure

The newsletter continues to be 
our main expense, printing, 
postage and stationery together 

Goodbye to the Boardwalk: another 
popular arcade bites the dust

totalling £3,638, somewhat 
more than last year. The 
routine costs of hire of meeting 
halls, insurance, membership 
of Civic Voice and general 
administration were similar to 
last year.

HLF Grant for Chichester 
Heritage Trails

The project covering the 
production of a dozen walking 
trails in different areas of the 
city is now well under way, 
and the first booklets should 
appear by the end of this year. 
The first half of the grant of the 
HLF, £26,600, was received and 
augmented by £1,000 from the 
City Council and £1,000 from 
our own funds. £12,588 of this 
had been spent at the end of the 
financial year, that is 31 August.

Assets of the Society

The assets as at 31 August 
2,016 totalled £31,338, of which 
£16,012 is restricted to the HLF 
project. The remainder, £15,236, 
compares with £15,453 on a 
comparable basis at this time 
last year.
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DON’T SHOOT THE MESSENGER!
This was the cri de coeur of former Chichester Society Chair, Tony Dignum, now 
Leader of Chichester District Council, when he gave Society members a ‘heads-up’ 
on the District Council’s current envisioning process at the AGM in the City Council 
Assembly Rooms on 20 October 2016. Sarah Quail reports.

In its essentials, the plan in 
preparation is about how the 
District Council can best play 
its part in accommodating the 
powerful forces for change 
currently preoccupying this 
particular cathedral city without 
prejudicing its unique and 
valued historic qualities– and 
it is more than just housing 
pressures! 

Consultative Process

Devising a vision for Chichester 
has been a consultative 
process. The City Council, 
the District Council, the 
County Council, BID (Business 
Improvement District) and a 
number of user groups have 
been consulted along the way, 
and District Council officers are 
now preparing a draft report 
which will go first to the three 
councils and then to the public 
for their comments. 

Change is inevitable

Tony Dignum argues forcefully 
that change is inevitable.  The 
local population is growing and 
we are all living longer. Yes, 
we do need more housing for 
our growing population. Traffic 
generally is a major problem 
for Chichester and during 
questions a number of people 
referred to the fact that the city 
was gridlocked recently - yet 
again - following a horrendous 
crash on the A27 between 
Chichester and Havant. In 
addition he pointed out that 
the very way many of us work 
now is changing too. There are 
more home workers, more shift 
working, and more hot-desking. 

Also changing are the different 
ways in which we spend our 
leisure time, do our shopping 
and, indeed, spend our money 
generally. All these changes 
impact on the way we live –and 
want to live – our lives

The Emerging Vision

Tony discussed what sort of 
vision was emerging in the 
consultative process. Essentially 
people want a public realm of 
outstanding quality. This will 
involve getting to grips with a 
whole number of different issues 
as well as housing: reclaiming 
the streets for pedestrians and 
cyclists, and diverting traffic 
away from the city centre and 
its fragile historic infrastructure; 
playing our part in expediting 
improvements to the A27 for 
through traffic, and identifying 
sites for major retailers but 
at the same time facilitating 
the needs of small, usually 
independent, shop owners 
whose offer provides much-
needed and necessary variety 
in local streets. We should also 
seek to improve and develop 
the local cultural offer. In 
addition we need more – and 
modern – offices, a quality hotel 
and a quality streetscape.

Quick Hits

Working with partners such 
as Stagecoach and WSCC, 
he suggested that the District 
Council might achieve some 
quick hits by getting rid of the 
car parks in the city centre such 
as Little London and Baffins; 
establishing four ‘gateway’ bus 
stops at Northgate, Westgate, 

Southgate and Eastgate; 
running an electric vehicle 
shuttle between these stops and 
the city centre for those not so 
fleet of foot or weighed down by 
their purchases, and restricting 
cars within the walls to those of 
local residents. Some of these 
ideas drew gasps from his 
audience – hence his comments 
about not shooting the 
messenger! Less controversial 
were his proposals to 
encourage retailers to smarten 
up their buildings, and the need 
to identify funding to improve 
signage across the city and 
pavement surfaces, and to 
replace many of the benches in 
the city centre. Money should 
also be spent on continuing 
to improve public parks and 
gardens. 

First Draft

The first draft of the vision for 
Chichester will be published 
shortly. As Richard Childs, chair 
of the Chichester Society, put 
it at the end of the meeting it is 
vital that we engage with this 
first draft.
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THIS YEAR’S CIVIC VOICE 
CONVENTION WAS AT CHESTER 
John Templeton reports on a national event of growing significance  
for cities like Chichester 

The Annual Convention and AGM of Civic Voice, the 
national charity for the environment to which ChiSoc 
is affiliated, was this year held at Chester. Our hosts 
were Chester Civic Trust, founded in 1960 and with 
numerous achievements to celebrate. 
Chester: similar but different
Chester is a Roman city with many similarities to 
Chichester but very different in character. Members 
of the Trust led introductory walks round the City 
including a complete circuit of the Roman walls, built 
of local red sandstone and with bridges of different 
periods, and walks along the unique Chester ‘Rows’, 
upper level shopping arcades dating from the 
Middle Ages. As in Chichester the four Roman streets 
intersect at the Cross, but Chester’s is merely a 
restored sandstone pillar! 
An intense 48 hours
Over 100 delegates from civic societies across 
England arrived during Friday and were taken 
on walking tours around the city; I opted for the 
City Walls and Chester’s Rows. In the evening we 
assembled at the Grandstand of Chester racecourse 
(the oldest in the country) for a reception and 
welcome by the Lord Mayor of Chester followed by 
dinner and presentation of Civic Voice awards. We 
made an early start on Saturday morning for the 
Civic Voice AGM at which new Chairman Jan Hubble 
of Blackpool Civic Trust was elected to replace 
Freddie Gick, who has chaired Civic Voice since its 
inception six years ago. Several workshops were on 
offer including a meeting hosted by the Alliance of 
Historic Cathedral Cities and Towns (ACT).
The Alliance has been lobbying
Launched at the Civic Voice Bristol Convention last 
year, we learned that ACT has assembled enough 
evidence to lobby influential interests: the All Party 
Parliamentary Group for Civic Societies, the Select 
Committee for Communities & Local Government, 
and local MPs. An Alliance survey among civic 
societies has demonstrated serious concerns about 
development pressures on historic centres, damage 
to green-field settings, poor quality design of new 
housing, and lack of conservation expertise by Local 
Plan Inspectors. The meeting wants the National 
Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) to be revised so 
all Local Plans for historic towns and cities have a 
heritage policy. Historic England can provide free 

training for Councillors and encourages Councils 
to nominate a cross-party Heritage and Design 
Champion.
Civic Voice is growing a national voice
Civic Voice is rapidly raising its profile and member 
societies are encouraged to share experiences and 
to join forces to influence decision-makers in the fast 
changing political and economic climate. A report on 
the Convention and AGM and proposals for 2017 can 
be found on the Civic Voice website at  
www.civicvoice.org.uk
Not all business!
I also attended evensong at Chester cathedral 
and climbed up the tower for a view of the city and 
environs, glimpsing a steam train heading for the 
Welsh hills: an inspiring and worthwhile weekend!

Typical half-timbering in Chester city centre
(Thanks to West Cheshire & Chester Council)
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