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CHRISTMAS AND THE NEW YEAR BECKONS 

- But ‘planning’ never stops! 

What’s in this issue 

As our Chairman reports it has been a busy year with involvement in local plan-
ning matters, successfully bidding for funds for our Heritage Trails project, organ-
ising even more events for our members and publishing the Society’s history writ-
ten by our new President, Tim Rooth, a review of which appears in this issue. The 
year has also seen the passing away of an early supporter and campaigner, Jane 
Colbourne, a tribute to whom is provided by Tim Rooth and John Templeton.  
 
Aside from reporting on major local plans and our various projects and events we 
will no doubt in the coming year cover progress of two major Council initiatives – 
their first ‘Infrastructure Business Plan 2016–2021’ (IBP) and the ‘Chichester 
City - Preparing a Vision for the City’ project. I comment on the former on page 2 
as does Colin Hicks, our cultural correspondent, on the latter. Other planning-
related articles of note are the rebirth of Westgate Residents Association (largely 
driven by the threat of Whitehouse Farm development) and the moves to protect a 
field off Orchard Street from a similar fate. 
 
Enjoyment of the open air is celebrated by Joanna Glyde’s article about the Centu-
rion Way and a description of a harbour walk for Society members. Other articles 
cover the sterling work of the City Angels on our streets at weekends; the dedica-
tion and professionalism of the Chichester Singers; the history of the Graylingwell 
Hospital; a report on the October Civic Voice Conference; the cost-saving efforts 
of Society members in hand-delivering Newsletters; a summary of the Police and 
Crime Commissioner’s talk at the AGM and a ‘look back to the future’ slant on 
waste and recycling (the ‘Green Thing’). And don’t forget our puzzle page,  
Chisores, Chilights, advertisers and the oft-ignored Treasurer’s report. 
Please note our  need for a new Treasurer in 2016 (see page 20)        Bob Wiggins 
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The Chichester Society goes ‘Social’ 

When you read this, several of the seasonal ac-
tivities will have happened, but we will have 
been unable to cover them in a  
Newsletter that has a fixed production sched-
ule.  This is where our website has an ad-
vantage as it is able to publish timely infor-
mation. 
 
However, with social media being so prevalent, 
and adopted largely by the younger generation 
we thought it time for the Society to take the 
leap and adopt one of them – 
‘Twitter’ – see page 19 for further 
information. 

We wish our readers a Joyous 
Christmas and good fortune in 

the New Year 

http://www.tritter.com/@chi_soc
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Apart from those who have given up trying over  
recent years, most of us know exactly what the City 
of Chichester needs. It’s just that all of our ideas fall 
at the first hurdle, often contradictory and too uncoor-
dinated to be effective because we lack a master plan 
and some objective data to support any solutions we 
might be tempted to put forward. 

Action Needed to Prevent Decline 

As this correspondent goes round the centre of the 
City talking to various interest groups and passionate 
individuals, I detect that there is a growing awareness 
that something has to be done if Chichester is not to 
continue its economic decline, out of which we could 
spend a long time trying to escape. An increasing 
number of those spoken to seem to agree that we are 
witnessing a slow erosion of the quality context of 
our unique cathedral city heritage. The fragmented 
decision-making of our four tiers of government has 
led to a clear lack of joined-up government, strategic 
vision and leadership and is contributing to the now 
terrible appearance of our public realm. 

Independents suffer as does Evening Economy 

The context is difficult of course. The pressure of 
budget cuts is leading everyone to batten down the 
hatches and wait for better times. Online purchasing 
has done for many a high street. But why contribute 
to the rapid loss of our independent retailers by  
closing down yet another shopping mall and allowing 
the conversion of a dwindling supply of smaller units 
into housing? Our poor evening economy then fails 
to exploit the remaining assets a further six hours into 
the night, for want of sufficient infrastructure to ade-
quately welcome visitors and affordable housing to 
retain our young people. 

The required changes need imaginative solutions. 
Without applying some strong leadership and deter-
mined vision pretty soon, there is a danger the City 
of Chichester will miss out on some significant 
growth and job creation opportunities which could 
well stifle what little growth is currently available. 

Could it be that This is About to Change? 

I have been interested to see that a determined mix 
of new Councillors and enlightened officers at the 
District Council has spent 2015 coming up with  
radical ways forward for the City. First we had the 
visitor economy strategy proposal in July with an 
investment of £65,000; now the Cabinet is backing, 
with a further £50,000 of our money, a clear, locally 
supported, vision of the function and future of the 
city.  
 
‘Preparing a Vision for the City’ will gather data to 
support developing Chichester as a vibrant and  
attractive commercial and cultural location, serving 
residents, workers and visitors alike. This will in-
volve identifying development opportunities and  
creating a partnership of organisations from the  
public and private sectors.  
 
The aim is to increase the profile and promotion of 
the city to attract significant new inward investment 
and funding, thereby creating substantial economic 
growth and the creation of jobs. 

PREPARING A VISION FOR OUR CITY – A LOCAL INITIATIVE MAY PROVIDE HOPE 

A view on the Current Plans by Member Colin Hicks 

And if we need reminding what can happen if  
public authorities are left unfettered, it is apt to 
consider what happened to our City in the past as 
covered by Tim Rooth’s book – reviewed opposite.  

Infrastructure (roads, schools, surgeries etc.) is nec-
essary to accompany new homes, and the Council’s 
Infrastructure Business Plan (IBP) 2016/2021  
includes nearly 500 proposed projects identified 
through collaboration between District, County,  
Parish and Town Councils and cooperation with 
those who might deliver the infrastructure. Oh for a 
Unitary Authority! 
 
Only some projects directly impact the City, includ-
ing those relating to improved access for the elderly, 
formation of a piazza  in front of the cathedral, com-
plete resurfacing of the pedestrian precinct, improv- 
ed signage and widening of footpaths. These were 
discussed at a meeting convened by Chichester Busi-
ness Improvement District (BID) on whose Environ-
mental Sub-Committee I represent the Society.  

Despite the projects 
having been prioritised 
they are not mutually 
exclusive in their cover-
age. Furthermore many 
of these issues were ad-
dressed by the 2005 
‘Chichester City Centre 
Public Realm and  
Accessibility Enhance-
ment Strategy’ whose 
content seems to have 
been ignored, shelved 
and forgotten - just like 
many publically funded strategy studies. Can we be 
sure that the far more ambitious IBP will not suffer 
the same fate? 

THE COUNCIL’S INFRASTRUCTURE BUSINESS PLAN 

The Editor highlights a Major Local Initiative  

Image from the  
2005 Strategy 
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‘Saving Our City’ provides an informative and valu-
able history of the first five years of the Chichester 
Society between 1973 and 1979. Its lessons are still 
relevant, for today’s Chichester is still in danger of 
‘being bludgeoned to death by the triple-headed 
monster of planning, commerce and transport’, as 
David Goodman, the Society’s founder and first 
president, put it in 1973. 
 
The councils caused all the problems. First the City 
Council destroyed the Somerstown area, and two 
years later the County Council, in order to construct 
a road linking St Pancras to the Hornet, through its 
24-strong Road and Transportation Committee, 
(which did not have a single Chichester member on 
it) voted to destroy eight houses in Eastgate (two of 
them listed), most of Combe’s buildings, and several 
people’s gardens. An eleven-day sit-in, during the 
summer of 1976, achieved much national media 
coverage but little else. 

St Pancras houses were on the verge of demolition 

Also important were the quality and dedication of 
those most actively involved, followed by the wide-
spread discontent of Cicestrians as the destruction of 
their city began to unfold. The Society was also 
helped by the profound change in the zeitgeist, the 
ensuing sense of crisis within the architecture and 
planning professions, and by the property crash of 
1974 and the increasingly straitened finances of the 
local authorities. 
 
Regrettably, Chichester is still at risk from traffic 
planners. Although CDC’s new Local Plan has now 
been approved by the government’s inspector, there 
remains a gross mismatch between the number of 
houses approved by her, and the infrastructure that 
WSCC will have to put in place to carry the addition-
al traffic.  
 
Hopefully, Cicestrians will learn from the events of 
the 1970s, and be able to prevent the city being over-
run by yet another plan for more roads. 
 
Read this book for yourself, and perhaps give a copy 
to a concerned friend or neighbour as a Christmas 
present. 

‘SAVING OUR CITY’  

Member Vincent Porter reviews Tim Rooth’s Book on the Early History of the Society 

Meanwhile, the 1974 Town and Country Planning 
Act enabled the newly-established Chichester Dis-
trict Council to form the Chichester Conservation 
Area Advisory Committee two years later. Even 
then, a number of both City and District Councillors 
opposed the move, because they felt their powers 
were being usurped. The joint campaign in 1977, by 
the Chichester Society and the Orchard Residents 
Association, to persuade WSCC to abandon its plan 
to drive a dual carriageway along Orchard Street, was 
more successful. They won over the District Council, 
which then persuaded WSCC to abandon its plans. 
 
Tim Rooth draws several lessons from these troubled 
years. First, contacts both with local councillors and 
officials, and with other local groups were essential.  
Second, the Society harnessed the relevant profes-
sional expertise in the fields of architecture, town 
planning, traffic engineering, and the law. 

Tim Rooth, Saving Our City. The Chichester Society 
in the 1970s (Bognor Regis, Woodfield Publishing, 

(2015) ISBN: 9781846831645. 

Copies of Tim’s book are available at a discount for 
£7.70  (£5 for the book and £2.70 for p&p). Cheques 
payable to The Chichester Society should be sent to: 

The Chairman, Chichester Society, Bayswell Cot-
tage, 14 Leatherbottle Lane, Chichester PO19 7DB.  
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The Centurion Way’s story is one of racehorses, 
royalty and rationing as it follows the route of the 
old Chichester to Midhurst railway line. The line 
was opened in 1881 with trains stopping at Chiches-
ter, Lavant, West Dean, Cocking and Midhurst. 

We can thank the Railways 

In its day Singleton Station at West Dean was a busy 
station, with large crowds coming for Goodwood 
horse racing. The Royal Train would carry the 
Prince of Wales (later Edward VII) to parties at 
West Dean House and partridge shoots on the estate.  

And as one small part of the £5 million investment in 
a network of core cycling and shared paths in the 
South Downs National Park, the trail is now being 
upgraded and realigned with the route of the old rail-
way line all the way to West Dean. 
 
‘We’ve been working with the local community to 
deal with the challenge of bringing together the dif-
ferent elements of the scheme,’ says Alister Linton-
Crook, cycling projects officer for the South Downs 
National Park Authority. ‘We’ve widened the top end 
of the trail to allow safe access for the occasional 
farm vehicle and moved a manège (riding school) to 
make sure that the local equestrians don’t lose out. 
We’re really grateful to the Edward James Founda-
tion who own the land and their tenants who we’re 
working with to protect access rights on the trail for 
the long-term.’ 
 
As with most long-distance trails the plan is to com-
plete further sections as and when funding becomes 
available. Construction work on the latest section is 
almost complete and by the end of the year 2.5 km of 
new permissive path will open up year-round access 
to pedestrians, cyclists and horse riders of all abili-
ties. 

On to West Dean for Now 

For the time being the trail will end at West Dean 
tunnel with the main access for the village itself still 
being the existing Binderton spur on to the A286. 
Alister adds, ‘We’ll keep working with the estate, 
their tenants and the parish both to find a better route 
from the path into the village that works for everyone 
and find funding to extend it further.’ In the mean-
time people going up to the tunnel will find infor-
mation panels telling the story of the old railway line. 
 
‘The first upgraded section opened in August and we 
anticipate great comments when the remainder of the 
route opens with its improved surface and wider 
path,’ says Alex Barron, Chief Executive of the  
Edward James Foundation. ‘It was really important to 
make sure that it’s a shared space that can be enjoyed 
by visitors and the community, and we hope it will be 
a real boost for the local economy.’ 

And Beyond to Midhurst in the Future 

Centurion Way is part of a long-term strategy to cre-
ate a joined-up network of shared paths available to 
walkers, cyclists and horse riders across the National 
Park. ‘It won’t happen overnight, but our long-term 
ambition is to join the Centurion Way with the South 
Downs Way, Cocking and ultimately all the way to 
Midhurst,’ says Alister. ‘Watch this space.’ 

(Joanna Glyde is Senior Media Officer at the 
SDNPA) 

CENTURION WAY DEVELOPMENT 

Joanna Glyde of the South Downs National Park Authority outlines Plans for the Future 

The Royal Train in 1906 (image from WSCC) 

The railway never attracted the number of people 
hoped for and the passenger service stopped in 
1935. A collapsed culvert near Midhurst on 19  
November 1951 put an end to the Cocking to Mid-
hurst section of the line and the final section be-
tween Lavant and Chichester stopped in 1991. 
 
But the railway’s story lives on. In 1994 West Sus-
sex County Council bought the section up to Lavant 
and worked with Sustrans to create the Centurion 
Way shared trail. Today, the Centurion Way has a 
vital role to play in linking the historic city of 
Chichester and the inspiring landscape of Britain’s 
newest national park.  
 
With its great public transport links to London and 
beyond, we want to make it possible for visitors to 
come and enjoy everything Chichester has to offer 
and to have easy access into this wonderful land-
scape that Virginia Woolf described as ‘too much 
for one pair of eyes, enough to float a whole popu-
lation in happiness, if only they would look.’ 
 
Bringing together town and down, the trail also has 
an important role to play in giving the people of 
Chichester easy access into their National Park: this 
vital natural greenspace, with views and fresh air to 
recharge both body and spirit. 
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CITY ANGELS IN CHICHESTER 

Linda Roberts, the City Angels Administrator highlights their valuable safe-keeping role  

City Angels are a team of around 65 volunteers, from 
a variety of churches and none, operating in teams of 
about 10 in the city centre every Friday night and 
currently every 1st and 5th Saturday of the month. 
The volunteers operate from 9.30 pm until 1 or 2 am, 
liaising closely with police and security in order to 
bring a calming presence to the city centre, and to 
help make Chichester a safer place.  

A Wide Range of Work 

Their work includes supporting people who are in 
any kind of difficulty, and helping to diffuse aggres-
sive and potentially violent situations. While some of 
the team walk the streets, others operate from the 
City Angels van, serving free hot chocolate, fresh 
coffee and tea.  

Another very important part of the City Angels team 
involves those that stay behind at Christchurch, our 
base, to pray for safety on the streets and for the 
team. City Angels are predominantly but not exclu-
sively Christians, however as long as you are em-
pathic towards Christian values, you would be very 
welcome to join as a volunteer. 

Planning and Kitting up for the Evening 

The team leaders attend a meeting with the police 
prior to going out on the streets; then the teams meet 
around 9.30 pm to pray - for God to lead them into 
the right places, to see the people who most need 
support, and for effective teamwork with security 
staff and police.  
 
The teams take backpacks including first aid kits; 
space blankets; flip flops; some sweets to hand out to 
the few whose behaviour indicates low blood sugar 
levels; bottled water to rehydrate the drinkers; and a 
small dust pan and brush for sweeping up broken 
glass from the streets. 
 

All the pubs and security teams, the police, CCTV 
and City Angels use the same radio channel, so they 
can communicate regarding potential issues, includ-
ing people who have been refused access to a pub 
and may potentially become aggressive, and those 
needing support. 

How they Help 

The City Angels team meet a variety of people on 
any given night and are able to advise or refer people 
to specialist services when appropriate. These include 
Life Centre for those who have suffered sexual  
trauma, Stonepillow for those who are homeless or 
struggling with alcohol or drug misuse plus a range of 
other specialist agencies. 
 
A City Angels volunteer recounts the following, 
which gives an idea of the kind of work the teams 
engage in: 
 
Whilst on the streets we hear from other team mem-
bers via the radios that they have been following a 
man down from the city centre.  He’s obviously very 
drunk, is falling over every now and then, and is 
crossing the busy road opposite us.  He’s a danger to 
himself.  What can we do to help? 
 
Fortunately two of the West Sussex police team were 
passing the van heading north.  They’ve stopped to 
chat.  One of our team explains what’s been happen-
ing.  The police move swiftly south and across the 
road to cut him off, so he’s sandwiched between our 
team and them.  Ten minutes later he’s escorted over 
to the van, and sat down on the courthouse steps.  It’s 
hard to get any sense out of him.  The police leave 
him with us but check in every now and then on how 
he (and we) are doing. Two sugared coffees and 90 
minutes later, we’ve found out that he’s some way 

Hot refreshments served from the City Angels van 

Discussions with the Police 
Continued on page 6 
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from home but has a sister that lives locally. With the 
help of the police we get him into a taxi to take him 
there. We’ve freed up the police during that time and 
probably kept him from arrest. 

The success of City Angels is down to the amazing 
team of dedicated volunteers, who commit to a mini-
mum of one Friday or Saturday night a month for a 
year. 

If you would like to be a part of this team, or donate 
financially, please contact Linda Roberts on  
admin@cityangels.org.uk, or call 01243 531898. 

THE ‘GREEN THING’ 

A ‘Back-to-the-Future’ View from David Smith on how we’ve Progressed in Saving the Planet 

Going through the supermarket checkout, the young 
cashier suggested to the older woman that she should 
bring her own grocery bags because plastic bags 
weren’t good for the environment. The woman apol-
ogised, and explained ‘We didn’t have this green 
thing back in my earlier days’. The cashier respond-
ed. ‘That’s our problem today. Your generation did 
not care enough to save our environment for the  
future generations’. She was right – our generation  
didn’t have the green thing in its day.... 

We had ‘the Bottle’ to do it then 

Back then, we returned milk bottles, lemonade bot-
tles and beer bottles to the shops. The shop sent them 
back to the factory to be washed and sterilised and 
refilled, so it could use the same bottle over and over 
again. So they really were recycled. But we didn’t 
have the green thing back in our day. 

Shanks’ Pony Prevailed 

We walked upstairs, because we didn’t have a lift in 
every store and office building. We walked to the 
corner shop and didn’t climb into a 300 horsepower 
machine every time we had to go 200 yards. Back 
then, people took the bus or tram, and children rode 
their bikes or walked instead of turning their parents 
into a 24 hour taxi service. But she was right. We 
didn’t have the green thing back in our days. 

Hand Washing, and Clothes Reused 

Back then, we washed the baby’s nappies because 
we didn’t have the throw-away kind. We dried 
clothes on a line, not in an energy-gobbling machine 
burning up 3000 watts - wind and solar power really 
did dry our clothes back in our early days. Kids got 
hand-me-down clothes from their brothers or sisters, 
not always brand-new clothing. But that young lady 
is right. We didn’t have the green thing back in our 
day. 

No Powered Gizmos or Gadgets 

Back then we had one TV, or radio in the house - not 
a TV in every room. And the TV had a small screen 

the size of a handkerchief (remember them?), not a 
screen the size of a house. We had one electrical 
outlet in a room, not an entire bank of sockets to 
power a dozen appliances. And we didn’t need a 
computerised gadget to receive a signal beamed 
from satellites 2,000 miles out in space to find the 
nearest cafes. In the kitchen we blended and stirred 
by hand because we didn’t have electric machines 
to do everything for us. Back then we didn’t fire up 
an engine and burn petrol just to cut the lawn. We 
used a push mower that ran on human power.  We 
exercised by working so we didn’t need to go to a 
health club to run on treadmills that operate on 
electricity. We didn’t need the green thing back 
then. 

No Fizzy Drinks, Biros or throw-away Shavers 

We drank from a fountain when we were thirsty 
instead of using another plastic cup or bottle every 
time we had a drink of water. We refilled fountain 
pens with ink instead of buying a new pen, and we 
replaced the razor blade in a razor instead of throw-
ing away the whole razor just because the blade got 
dull. But we didn’t have the green thing back then. 

To Wrap-up the Story 

When we packed a fragile item to send in the post, 
we used wadded-up old newspapers to cushion it, 
not polystyrene or plastic bubble wrap. But isn’t it 
sad the current generation laments how wasteful we 
old folks were just because we didn’t have the 
green thing back then. 

Some Statistics: 
UK homes throw away 7 million tonnes of food 
and drink and more than half of this is food and 
drink we could have eaten.  
The number of bags (which include re-usable bags) 
issued by supermarkets in 2013 totalled 8.8 billion. 
The UK recycling rate of ‘waste from households’ 
reached 43.9 per cent in 2012, rising from 42.9 per 
cent in 2011. There is an EU target for the UK to 
recycle at least 50 per cent by 2020. 

Continued from page 5 

mailto:admin@cityangels.org.uk
http://www.lovefoodhatewaste.com/content/facts-about-food-waste-1
http://www.wrap.org.uk/content/wrap-publishes-new-carrier-bag-use-figures-0
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/416471/UK_Statistical_release_UPDATEv6_19_03_2015.pdf
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CHICHESTER SINGERS REVEALED 

Enthusiast and Member of the Choir, Alison Barnes – tells all to John Wichers 

My next-door neighbour wears her heart on her 
sleeve, or rather on her front door! There, placed to 
catch the eye of the passer-by is always a notice pro-
claiming when and where The Chichester Singers are 
holding their next performance. It was pure curiosity 
that made me ask; ‘What was her interest in this cho-
ral group?’ Dr Alison Barnes, for that is her name 
and a working GP, needed no further prompt; but 
launched into an enthusiastic account of The Singers 
and her involvement with them. 

High Standards to become and remain a Member 

Alison came to Chichester four years ago and having 
been involved with singing and choral groups from 
school days, determined that singing had to remain 
an important part of her life. Introduced by a friend, 
Alison made contact with the Chichester Singers and 
within two weeks was asked to an audition.   
 
This is a choir that is determined to keep its stand-
ards high; new recruits must show not only a keen-
ness and ability to sing, but also to ‘sight read’ a  
music score. With her background and recent experi-
ence of singing with the Durham University Choir, 
Alison was welcomed as a new member and was 
particularly pleased to be told:   ‘Oh!  So lovely to 
have a younger member…’. Alison recalls that  
remark with a wry smile and explains that previously 
she had been considered a senior member of the 
Durham choir – her fellow choristers being mostly 
university students. 
 
To underline the seriousness and professionalism of 
The Chichester Singers, an annual subscription of 
£110 (£15 for students) is levied – but even more 
alarmingly, a strict discipline is imposed on the con-
tinuing quality of each chorister’s voice.  Every three 
years, all members must undergo a vocal ‘MOT.’ 
Any drop in voice quality and the individual is  
politely but ruthlessly ‘culled’!  To be fair though,  
most people do recognise their failing singing pow-
ers and ‘jump before they are pushed’!  

Classical Performances at the Cathedral 

The Chichester Singers perform publicly three times 
a year: in March, June and November.  Their classi-
cal music performances are given in Chichester Ca-
thedral on a Saturday evening. With a choir of 145 
voices, this is the best locale by far in which to per-
form. It is a wonderful venue not only for the choris-
ters but also the orchestra – Southern Pro Musica – a  
professional group under the baton of Jonathan  
Willcocks, who also conducts and rehearses the 
Chichester Singers. The choristers are all amateurs, a 
fair number of whom are of working age and parents 
too. So as Alison explains, herself a hard-working 

‘locum GP’ with a grown-up family, that means re-
hearsals taking place in school term-time only.  The 
choir convenes weekly on Wednesdays, from 7-9 
pm in the school hall of Chichester High School for 
Girls. Strict rules dictate that, with only 10 rehears-
als to prepare for the concert, any chorister missing 
more than two rehearsals is not allowed to perform 
in the concert. 
 
As each concert often consists of two works, the  
2-hour rehearsal time is both busy and exhausting. 
At these sessions, the choir is under the eye of Jona-
than Willcocks assisted by a professional piano  

Continued on page 8 

accompanist, Richard Barnes. The choir only  
rehearses with a full orchestra at the Cathedral dur-
ing the final two rehearsals on the Friday and Satur-
day afternoons, prior to the live performance in the 
evening.  It is only at the final rehearsal that the 
choristers ‘dress  up’ in their finery – the men in 
evening dress with black bow tie (no wing collars, 
please!) and the ladies in long black skirt, black long
-sleeved  high-neck blouse and with Chichester 
Singers identical pink chiffon scarves giving the on-
ly flash of colour – very elegant and under-stated. 

Trips to far-flung Places 

‘This all sounds like jolly hard work to me, Alison, 
isn’t there a social side to this hobby of yours, or is it 
all about singing?’  I ask.   
 
‘Oh rather!  Since I’ve joined, I’ve been on two 
trips’, Alison recounts; ‘in 2012, Jonathan Willcocks 
took about 50 of us to New York to perform his own 
work ‘A Great and Glorious Victory’ written to cele-
brate the victory at the Battle of Trafalgar.  We sang 
at Carnegie Hall and had a wonderful time!’ ‘Then, 
last year’ Alison continues, ‘We went to the Italian 
Lakes – about 130 of us including spouses! We all 
stayed in a lovely hotel and gave two concerts at dif-
ferent local churches.  That went down very well 
with the locals who, for all their operatic culture, 
seemed not to have any tradition of the type of cho-
ral music we sang for them!’ 
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Forthcoming Concerts 

‘Now, tell me about your next concert,’ I enquire.  ‘I 
know from your ‘front-door notice’ that the very 
next performance is in November, but our readers 
will only see this article in early December – aren’t 
you doing anything in the lead-up to Christmas?’  
‘Yes, of course,’ Alison replies, ‘We always do a 
Christmas Concert at St. Paul’s Church (5 Decem-
ber); lots of traditional carols and this year we are 
doing an arrangement of ‘O Come Emmanuel’ by a 
contemporary composer, Alan Bullard, which com-

THE FIELD (often referred to as Henty Field) 

Its future preservation is recounted by Tim Rooth, the Society’s newly elected President 

On 1 September the Chichester City Council took on 
a 25-year lease from West Sussex County Council 
for 2.8 acres of land behind the Record Office in Or-
chard Street* (there is a break clause in the lease in 
December 2029). This is a very welcome move and 
is greatly appreciated by those living in the western 
part of the city. There were concerns that the field 
might have been closed off for public access or ear-
marked for development – there have been several 
threats over the years, the most recent when it ap-
peared on the Chichester District Council draft local 
plan in 2007 for housing development, a proposal 
that was dropped in the face of public opposition. 

Preserved for the immediate future 

Now it will be preserved as a public recreational 
space for at least 14 years and, it is hoped, long  
beyond that. The initiative came with an offer from 
the County Council. The City Council hesitated at 
first as it feared it might end up incurring costs and 
responsibilities for a field that would be little used.  
But it was persuaded by the strength of local support 
for the County's offer and by assurances that the local 
community valued the field and would use it. The 
City Council therefore entered negotiations with 
WSCC over terms of a lease. These have proved un-
expectedly protracted taking over three years before 

bines a few short soprano solos with some familiar 
hymns, so the audience is drawn in as well!’ 
 
Alison hesitates and then, almost as an after-thought, 
adds ‘Most years and rather unofficially – I mean 
it’s not down on our website, so I don’t yet know 
exactly what day, but a number of us get together 
and give an unrehearsed carol singing around the 
Market Cross for about an hour – no accompani-
ment, just voices – but quite fun!  I do hope some of 
your readers will come to St Paul’s for the concert 
and maybe also to the impromptu open-air carol 
singing!’ 

Continued from page 7 

Anyone keen to support the use and enjoyment of 
the field is encouraged to contact  either 
Tim Rooth email: tim_rooth@yahoo.co.uk or Paula 
Chatfield email: paula@parklands-chichester.org 
mob: 07788140698  or via the Editor. 
* A map of the site is to be found on the website. 

agreement was finally reached in September. Part of 
the problem was that apart from routine mowing the 
field had been neglected, and in particular some ex-
pensive tree work was necessary. This has now been 
carried out. 

Its history 

The 2.8 acres is what remains of a much larger space 
that for many years was owned by Henty and Con-
stable Brewery, and used for grazing by their dray 
horses although also for football and cricket by 
Brewery teams.  There has been an enduring myth 
that the field was donated by the brewery to the City 
for recreational use. This is untrue – it was sold to 
the WSCC in the 1950s and for many years it was 
used as a sports field by the Central Church of Eng-
land Junior School as well as by the public. Until 
about 10 years ago various football clubs played 
there and other groups utilised it informally for  stool 
ball and other games. 
 
There have been incursions on the field, most con-
tentiously when in 1985 the County Council con-
trived to declare part of it surplus to educational 
needs and then proceeded to build a staff car park on 
it. More recently the school, worried by litter and 
some thoughtless dog owners, fenced off a large sec-
tion for its exclusive use. Hopes that the school 
would then make greater use of the fenced area have 
yet to be realised. 

Collective Support to Protect the Field 

A Friends group is to be set up to work in partner-
ship with the City Council to manage and maintain 
the field and encourage its use and improve facilities. 
The first public meeting was held on 12  
November.  

A view of the field from the North 
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THE HISTORY OF GRAYLINGWELL HOSPITAL  1897-2001 

Greg Slay, a Graylingwell Heritage Project volunteer, and Society member, explains  

continued on page 10 

A guided walk was held in August of the grounds of 
Graylingwell Park, Chichester, for members of the 
Society, led by Greg and Katherine Slay. The Socie-
ty’s Chairman thought that readers would be inter-
ested to learn more about the history of Gray-
lingwell Hospital – as well as to consider how they 
could add to the repository of information held at 
West Sussex Record Office (from where these pic-
tures are reproduced). 
 
The Local Government Act 1888 passed responsi-
bility to new county councils to ensure that asylum 
provision came under their remit, rather than under 
the jurisdiction of the Quarter Sessions.  

Creating an Asylum site 

West Sussex County Council was formally estab-
lished in April 1889. One of the Council’s first ac-
tions was to set up an ‘Asylum Sites Committee’. 
The Committee was chaired by the Duke of Rich-
mond and Gordon (of Goodwood House) - with 
Lord Leconfield (of Petworth House) as his deputy.  
 
The Committee placed advertisements in a range of 
national and Sussex newspapers for expressions of 
interest in providing freehold land anywhere in the 
county for the new asylum. A large number of sites 
were identified but none proved suitable on close 
inspection. 
 
The first mention of a site at Graylingwell Farm 
(near Chichester) came in August 1892. When the 
full Committee did a site visit on 30th September 
1892, and subsequently ‘adjourned to Mr Smith’s 
Residence, Little London, Chichester’ they were of 
unanimous opinion that ‘Graylingwell was a most 
suitable site for the Asylum’; Dr Saunders - the 
Committee’s special advisor (and the Medical  
Superintendent at the East Sussex County Lunatic 
Asylum) - stated that he was prepared ‘to favourably 
recommend it.’ This was the last of 27 potential 
sites to be considered in detail by the Committee. 

In total 246 acres of land were purchased; whilst the 
initial buildings only covered seven acres, the re-
maining land was primarily used to feed the asy-
lum’s staff and patients. Sir Arthur Blomfield, the 
eminent London-based architect, was appointed to 
design the asylum and to recommend building and 
furnishing contractors.  

Use as a war hospital 

During World War 1, Graylingwell Hospital was 
requisitioned by the War Office and used as a mili-
tary hospital from May 1915 - April 1919. The exist-
ing 742 patients were relocated at asylums across the 
south east. Dr Harold Kidd, the Medical  

The old Grayling Well and Farm Yard 

The front entrance of Graylingwell 

Superintendent, remained behind and was appointed 
as Lieutenant-Colonel for the duration. At its peak, 
the war hospital held over 1,000 patients. During 
World War 2, the Summersdale Villa - which had 
opened in 1933 to accommodate a new group of vol-
untary patients – was turned into the Summersdale 
Emergency Hospital, and catered for both civilian 
and military casualties. 

Pioneering research 

When Graylingwell first opened, there was very lit-
tle provided in the way of medical treatment. It was 
not in fact until the 1950s and 1960s that many of 
the treatments still in use today were first developed 
and tested. The research undertaken at Graylingwell 
was of international importance in this regard.  
 
It was the effective development of drugs, occupa-
tional therapy and psychological approaches - mean-
ing that people could be treated in their own homes 
and by community-based teams and services - that 
led to a significant change in Government policy in 
the early 1960s. Nearly all the asylums built from 
1850 onwards, and the thousands of hospital beds 
they provided, were deemed to be surplus to require-
ments and could be disposed of.   
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CIVIC VOICE CONFERENCE, BRISTOL 

Member Rodney Chambers on an enjoyable and informative two day visit 

We arrived at St James Priory, Bristol on Friday 23 
October in good time for the welcome from the 
Chairman of Civic Voice, Freddie Gick. 

St James Priory 

We were immediately given a most interesting talk 
about the origins and present function of the building 
we were in.   Susan Jotcham told us that St James's  
Priory, founded in 1129 as a Benedictine House, was 
the oldest surviving building in Bristol. The Priory 
was dissolved under Henry VIII and many of its 
buildings were demolished. Only the west end  

survived but in a dilapidated state until 1996  when 
the Little Brothers of Nazareth re-established it as a 
Catholic church and set up the St James Priory Pro-
ject. They first built a range of meeting rooms and a 
café open to the public and then restored the church 
itself. The Priory underwent major restoration and 
refurbishment from 2009 to 2011. This involved a 
massive fundraising effort, the support of many do-
nors and a £3.2 million Heritage Lottery Fund grant. 
 
From the start their mission was to help and rehabili-
tate drug addicts and alcoholics.  In the mid 1990s 
they took over a range of almshouses to provide ac-
commodation for recovering addicts. The building is 
an invaluable community facility and an excellent 
venue for the AGM, as well as being an example of 
how Grade 1 listed status had not prevented a com-
monsense approach to its restoration. 

Clifton Suspension Bridge 

After lunch we visited Clifton Suspension Bridge for 
a well-informed and interesting guided tour, finish-
ing up at the new Visitor Centre.  We were intrigued 
to hear of the origins of the bridge and the machina-
tions that went on in choosing a design and a builder.    
Of course the name that emerged at the end of this 
tortuous process was Isambard Kingdom Brunel.    
Construction finally began in 1831 but was not fin-
ished until 1864 after Brunel's death.  The construc-

continued from page 9 

The interior of St James Priory 

From Hospital to Houses 

Graylingwell Hospital itself finally closed its doors 
in May 2001, although the NHS maintained offices 

 

In the grounds of Graylingwell Hospital 

on the site until 2009. An initial Community Plan-
ning Weekend was held in March 2008 to explore 
what the future might hold. The detailed plans were 
hailed a year later on 5 March 2009 by the Chiches-
ter Observer newspaper as a ‘dream come true.’   

The site continues to be developed for new housing 
whilst many of the former hospital buildings have 
been refurbished as apartments. The Chapel and the 
Graylingwell Farmhouse are both listed Grade II, 
whilst the landscaped park was added to the Regis-
ter of Historic Parks and  
Gardens in 2001.  

The Graylingwell Heritage Project 

The project was funded by the Heritage Lottery 
Fund and ran from January 2014 - April 2015. It 
was a partnership community arts and heritage initi-
ative involving Chichester Community Develop-
ment Trust, Pallant House Gallery, the University of 
Chichester, and West Sussex Record Office. Its out-
put has included the publication,  ‘Beneath the  
Water Tower’, in both printed and e-versions. A 
collection of oral history testimonies has been 
made, whilst all the early patient casebooks have 
been digitised to facilitate family history research. 

Anyone with their own stories to tell, or who has 
items relating to the hospital, is invited to contact 
Katherine Slay at West Sussex Record Office. The 
Record Office is at 3 Orchard Street, (phone: 01243 
753602 website www.westsussex.gov.uk/ro). 

http://www.westsussex.gov.uk/ro
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tion was accompanied by an oddly familiar series of 
cost over-runs and funding crises.  The bridge how-
ever was an immediate success and took much pres-
sure off crossings of the river further downstream,  
as well as encouraging much building on either side 
of the gorge. 

The Alliance currently of 16 cathedral cities includ-
ing Chichester is intended as a loose confederation 
of cities struggling to defend an historic heart 
against ever-growing pressures of commercial de-
velopment and housing. A number of other groups 
are affiliated to the Alliance including the Kenwood 
House Group in which Lord March has taken a 
leading role. 
 
All cathedral cities are visited by many tourists but 
numbers would fall if their character were de-
stroyed. Mr de Grey emphasised that the Alliance 
was not opposed to all development but supported 
building of good quality and sensitive to its sur-
roundings. 
  
He said that when the Alliance was being inaugurat-
ed they did an in-depth study of Kings Lynn, not a 
cathedral city, but sharing many historic features as 
a Hanseatic town. They worked with local planners 
and councillors to suggest ways in which the histor-
ic core could be preserved in the face of develop-
ment pressures. Mr de Grey also cited the example 
of Ely, at present a compact town around its power-
fully iconic cathedral. Planners had scheduled a sig-
nificant increase in the town's size mainly to house 
commuters into the City of Cambridge.     

‘Making the Case for Place’  

After lunch the conference split into groups. We 
attended a session called Making the Case for Place 
led by Liz Clare, Local Engagement Adviser of His-
toric England. She produced much information and 
useful statistics in a short time and shared with us 
plans for an annual Civic Day to encourage engage-
ment in the preservation of our communities. 
 
The proposal for a Civic Day was also highlighted 
in the chairman's closing address. We all await fur-
ther details of what should be a well-publicised na-
tional event. 

Our Abiding Impressions 

We had the opportunity to network with delegates 
from all over the country, much more than in 2014. 
 
We had ample opportunity to see how Bristol had 
encouraged the use of historic buildings for new 
purposes from St James's Priory itself to the sympa-
thetic redevelopment of the docks and historic 
streets to provide space for leisure, tourism and re-
connection with the historic past. 
 
Civic Voice is increasing in numbers and influence 
and provides a forum for recognition of excellent 
work by societies and individuals  
 
There are opportunities for leadership from an elect-
ed Mayor who can provide the focal point for all the 
different communities in a city of half a million. 

Formal dinner and address by the Mayor 

In the evening we met again at the M Shed, a 
dockside warehouse converted into an innovative 
museum of the City's long history with a function 
room. There we met new friends and sat down to a 
formal dinner. We were welcomed by the Lord 
Mayor of Bristol and addressed after dinner by 
George Ferguson (the elected Mayor). He empha-
sised that he was not a political nominee so his  
ambitions for Bristol were non-partisan. He was par-
ticularly keen to encourage local neighbourhood  
development and a local response to the developing 
needs of the City. 

Clifton suspension bridge 

View from M Shed, Bristol 

Launch of the Historic Cathedral Cities Alliance  

The main business on the next morning was the 
launch of the Historic Cathedral Cities Alliance the 
principal part of which was a talk by Spencer de 
Grey, Head of Design at Foster & Partners and  
author of Cathedral Cities in Peril. 
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THE NEWSLETTER DELIVERY TEAM 

Member John Wichers introduces these hardy individuals  

Every quarter Chichester Society produces the 20-page periodical that hits your doormat over the first week-
end of the quarter months.  Over 600 copies are distributed to our members and in quite recent times (2013) by 
far the majority were sent out by post – 70%, against only 30% hand deliveries.  Little by little and spurred on 
by the relentless price increase of ‘large’ 2nd class stamps (now 74p), we have formed a dedicated group of 
Newsletter Couriers who volunteer their time and shoe-leather to ensure you have your copy at the earliest op-
portunity.   

These mercurial beings have rapidly learnt the geography of 
their territory and so plan their routes, some to coincide with a 
‘dog walk’ and others just for the exercise. How many of our 
readers, I wonder, actually know who drops their copy of the 
NL through their letter-box?  Well, read on -  you are about to 
be introduced to them! 
 
Muriel Burrows (using her mobility scooter) and our tireless 
Treasurer David Wilson, between them cover the north-west 
quarter of Chichester, with Muriel taking on the area inside 
the Walls and David the outside, down through Westgate. 
 
 
 

David is also aided by the Timblicks, Christine and Terry, who 
distribute to the 15 or so addresses throughout the East Broyle 
Estate. John Templeton, our former Vice-Chairman and Ollie 
(Yorkshire terrier), deals with his home patch – Parchment, 
Washington and Cavendish Streets, as well as all the King 
George Gardens residents. 

 
 
 
The east and south of Chichester is covered by two energetic 
ladies, Iris Jolly and Danielle Charbonneau.  Iris delivers to all 
of central Chichester, North and South Streets and all central 
addresses to the east of this line.  
Danielle plus Ollie (yes –but he’s 
a Jack Russell!) cover a large area 
of SE Chichester from Whyke 
Road up to Market Avenue. 
 
Finally, our latest volunteer Peter 
Spence originally agreed to deliv-
er the Broyle Road and Summers-
dale addresses (a large enough 
area with 23 deliveries).  Then he 

moved house to Boxgrove!  Instead of gracefully and understandably bowing out 
of the delivery round altogether, he cheerfully took on, in addition to Summers-
dale, his new locale of Boxgrove and Tangmere (another 5 addresses)! 

 
These are our eight volunteer ‘posties’:  we thought our readers should know how much 
they are appreciated and actually, how much money they are saving our Society by their 
efforts.  
 
In 2013 we paid Royal Mail to deliver 70% or almost 400 of the Newsletters; only 170 of 
the most central addresses were being hand-delivered.  It is predicted that for 2016, we 
will hand deliver to 50% of our members – thus saving £800 in annual postage! 

David Wilson and Muriel Burrows 

Terry Timblick, John Templeton and Olly 

Iris Jolly, Danielle Charbonneau and Ollie 

Peter Spence 

John Wichers, Sorting Office Clerk! 
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IN MEMORIAM JANE COLBOURNE  

Tim Rooth and John Templeton remember an ardent supporter and campaigner 

Jane Colbourne died on 29 October aged 92.  She 
and her husband Robert, who died in 1997, played a 
major part in the early years of the Society from 
shortly after its inception in 1973. Jane was Honor-
ary Secretary between 1974 and 1977 and then  
became Vice-Chairman. 

A Cicestrian who worked in UK, Canada & USA 

Jane was born and brought up in Chichester and 
Robert in Bosham, though they didn’t know each 
other until many years later. After attending Art Col-
lege Jane joined the WAAF in WW2 where she was 
initially assigned to Air Traffic Control before work-
ing at Bletchley Park deciphering and interpreting 
aerial reconnaissance photographs. Robert, mean-
while, was an RAF Spitfire pilot flying reconnais-
sance missions.  They were married in 1947 and 
lived in Chichester but in the early 1950s Robert’s 
career took them to Canada and the USA. Jane 
worked for a time in the Marshal’s Office at Harvard 
University organising visits by the numerous digni-
taries and VIPs. 

An Early  Member and  
Officer of the Society 

They moved back to the UK in 
1971 and settled in Summersdale, 
joining the Society shortly after its 
launch. In 1974 Jane headed a 
small team organising the great 
Cathedral meeting that summer, 
inviting eminent speakers to voice 
their concerns about the City. 
 
It was a task for which she was 
ideally qualified: she was  
immensely competent and was 
able to draw on her Harvard expe-
rience. This was essentially a pro-
test meeting which attracted over 
1500 citizens - an unprecedented 
event that helped put the Society 
firmly on the map. 

Ardent Campaigner involved in 
Direct Action 

As Secretary from late 1974 Jane 
was heavily involved in the Socie-
ty’s work, helping to edit the 
newsletter, then two sides of A4, 
and also continuing to assist in raising the profile of 
the Society through an intensive lobbying campaign 
to draw attention both at local and national level to 
the growing damage being caused to the city by ma-
jor redevelopments and road building. 
In the next few years she and Robert played a promi-
nent role in organising the opposition at the  

pedestrianisation public inquiry and took part in a 
two-week sit-in at Eastgate in an attempt to save 
nine Georgian houses and other buildings from the 
gyratory scheme.  Later Robert purchased the for-
mer granary at Northgate to prevent it being demol-
ished for the Orchard Street dual carriageway  
project, converting it into flats and office units.  
 
The Society archives bear mute testimony to the 
quality and extent of Jane’s work during these and 
subsequent years. After a spell as Vice Chairman in 
1977-9 she later took on the Secretaryship again in 
the early 1990s. 

Music Played a Part in her Life 

Jane was a talented musician and played the viola. 
She hosted quartets at her home in Summersdale, 
and a celebration of her life held in October was 
marked by a recital by the Sattler Quartet playing 
favourite pieces of hers by Mozart, Dvorak and 
Schubert. 
 

Jane was invariably polite, clear-speaking and 
charming, yet determined and forceful. She will be 
greatly missed by all her friends and by her col-
leagues who h ad the good fortune to know her. 
We send our condolences to her sons Chris and Gra-
ham and to their families. 

The newly formed Chichester Concern Group, pictured at  
Mr. Colbourne’s house in Lavant Road, Chichester. 

Left to right (as originally named): Mr. Graham Bell (Chairman of Chichester 
Concern), Major General D. Swan, Mr. Tyme, Mr. David Goodman (Chairman, 

Chichester Society), Mrs. J. Colbourne, and Mr. Robert Colbourne 
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A HARBOUR WALK ENJOYED BY MEMBERS IN SEPTEMBER 

Member Rodney Chambers reports on the walking tour 

On a glorious early autumn day 13 members of the 
Society met outside the office of the Chichester Har-
bour Conservancy in Itchenor for a walking tour 
around the Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. 

Our Informative Guide 

We were in the capable hands of Georgie Siddle, one 
of the two Harbour Rangers. She explained that the 
Conservancy was responsible for helping to manage 
much of the shoreline and over 90 km of footpaths 
around the Harbour.    

We set off walking south-east through an area of 
large and comfortable houses, (known locally as Mil-
lionaires’ Row) that have magnificent views across 
the water. 
 
We then turned inland through open fields with a 
running commentary from Georgie about the land-
scape, crops and vegetation. We all admired a white 
poplar, but were gently persuaded that it was a threat 
as it seeded itself enthusiastically and displaced other 
trees and vegetation – that it was, as some wag put it, 
‘unpopular’.    
 
We continued in a wide arc to Itchenor’s twelfth cen-
tury church of St Nicholas where we took a halfway 
break. We then made another wide arc to the north-
west and eventually back to the shore at a point 
where it was largely marshland.     

The Work of Volunteers acknowledged 

At one place we crossed on a boardwalk that Georgie 
and her fellow Ranger had built themselves. But she 
also paid tribute to the work of many volunteers who 
helped the Conservancy in a multitude of tasks in-
cluding tree and hedgerow planting and repairing 
damage to footpaths (by humans) and vegetation (by 
deer also).    

Georgie Siddle, Harbour Ranger 

The Landscape Survives from earlier Times 

She showed us several places where rising sea-levels 
and exceptional tides had undermined the coastline 
and caused trees to fall. Nevertheless the marsh 
grasses had survived and flourished and there were 
many patches of sea lavender and samphire. Looking 
inland, features such as Goodwood racecourse and 
Kingley Vale could be clearly seen. Georgie said 
that the stand of trees at the east of the Vale known 
as Stoke Clump (that looks like a huge caterpillar 
from the Harbour) had been a leading mark for navi-
gation since Roman Times. 

Control over Yachtsmen 

Georgie said that the Patrol Team's duties include 
keeping order amongst the yachtsmen. They have 
powers to levy heavy fines for speeding and have 
patrol boats equipped to enforce the 8 kt (9 mph) 
speed limit to prevent shoreline erosion.   
 
After two and a half hours we reached the Harbour 
Conservancy office again and thanked Georgie, full 
of admiration for her range of skills and knowledge. 
 
Some of us then stayed for a well-earned drink at the 
Ship Inn. 

The walkers outside St Nicholas Church 
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KATY BOURNE – SUSSEX POLICE AND CRIME  COMMISSIONER AT THE AGM 

Member Sarah Quail provides a summary of a stimulating and informative talk and discussion 

Only 15.8% of those eligible to vote turned out on 
15 November 2012 to vote for Police and Crime 
Commissioners, according to Katy Bourne who was 
elected then as Sussex’s first such postholder. She 
was speaking at the Chichester Society’s  AGM. 

Who she is and what she does 

She is an Aberystwyth graduate, a business woman, 
and is married with two boys. In addition to her po-
licing duties which include being a member of the 
Board of the College of Policing and Chair of the 
Sussex Criminal Justice Board, she is a current 
school governor at Oriel High, Crawley.  
 
She is clearly determined to put the position of Po-
lice and Crime Commissioner firmly on the local 
map. She is a lively and entertaining speaker and she 
took the meeting swiftly through the early history of 
her post  before moving on to what she does, and 
what she thinks the future holds for policing in Sus-
sex. 

account for the policing of the county, and effec-
tively makes the police answerable to the public 
they serve.  With the Chief Constable she sets a five 
year Police and Crime Plan which also means  
setting the budget for policing. As well as national 
policing issues, the plan responds to local priorities 
based on what we, the public, have said matters to 
us. 
 
Ms Bourne moved on to talk about the changing 
face of policing. Theft and robbery is more likely to 
take place online now than in broad daylight on the 
High Street. Child abuse, the abuse of young girls 
and historic abuse cases absorb enormous amounts 
of police time, and the service has had to adapt to 
respond to these modern crime patterns, and this at 
a time when the present government has advised 
Police Crime Commissioners to plan currently for 
cuts of between 25% and 40%. 

Collaborative Partnerships 

Policing in Sussex costs some £250 million, most of 
which comes from the Treasury, and some 80% of 
which is spent on pay and pensions. Only a very 
small proportion of this total sum – the precept – is 
raised locally from council taxes. Sussex in fact re-
ceives the fourth lowest amount of money for polic-
ing in the country and has made valiant efforts in 
recent years to maximise its resources, and cam-
paign for more funding.  
 
Few in the audience appreciated that the service has 
gone into partnership with Surrey Police to deal 
with murder inquiries, public order incidents, and to 
provide the dog unit! And more possible areas for 
collaborative partnerships are being urgently ex-
plored for with cuts of this magnitude threatened, 
policing in Sussex is under serious threat. 

Have your say! 

Interestingly the two areas identified by the Chief 
Constable as priorities for policing in 2016-17 are 
the protection of children and vulnerable adults, and 
‘digital forensic capability’ i.e. digital policing to 
retrieve, analyse and store information held on com-
puters, mobiles and tablets.  
 
As I write, on 5 November 2015, Ms Bourne has a 
letter in today’s Chichester Observer, asking for our 
views on whether or not local taxpayers are pre-
pared to pay an additional amount next year per 
household to enable her to invest in these two key 
areas. This is what it is all about! 
 
You can have your say now at www.sussex-
pcc.gov.uk/public-consultations/.The consultation 
will remain open until Friday 8 January 2016.  

Addressing a packed audience  
at the Assembly Rooms 

More Accountability 

Historically, the Chief Constable reported to the local 
Police Authority established in 1964. That body was 
made up of representatives of local authorities, magis-
trates and members of local communities. However 
their priorities were essentially national priorities. 
Few people had even heard of them. 
 
The introduction of Police and Crime Commissioners 
was a determined effort by the Coalition Government 
to increase local accountability and give the public a 
real say on how they are policed. It is the most radical 
change in policing for half a century. 

The changing face of policing 

As Police and Crime Commissioner for Sussex, Ms 
Bourne holds the Chief Constable of Sussex Police to 

http://www.sussex-pcc.gov.uk/public-consultations/
http://www.sussex-pcc.gov.uk/public-consultations/
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RESIDENTS ASSOCIATIONS DO WORK! 

Richard Brownfield, the new RA Chairman, describes the rebirth of the Westgate Residents Association 

There was a Westgate Association in existence by 
1974, when it was represented at early meetings of 
the infant Chichester Society, although by 1980 it was 
in abeyance. Then thirty years ago (April 1985) con-
cern was expressed about the damage caused by the 
level of traffic in Westgate, including heavy vehicles. 

The Association’s many incarnations 

It was decided to re-form the Association and at the 
first meeting reference was made to an earlier strong 
Westgate Association, which had had success in stop-
ping industrial development of the old brewery site. 
Soon after this, plans were published to build a Tesco 
superstore on land between Chichester and Fish-
bourne on the south side of Westgate. The Residents 
Association campaigned and had considerable suc-
cess in getting extensive traffic calming installed. 
 
Another success was over the building of residential 
blocks at Chichester College. These were originally 
planned for the old tannery site which would have 
placed students in the middle of a quiet residential 
area. Following the efforts of the Residents Associa-
tion these blocks were eventually built on the Via Ra-
venna side of the site, away from any existing houses. 
 
With the ban on smoking in buildings, members of 
the staff from the offices now in the old Henty 
(brewery) family house, were to be found smoking on 
the pavement outside. After representation from the 
Association they were persuaded to use the large gar-
den rather than obstruct the pavement. A small suc-
cess, but it has added to the improvement to the envi-
ronment for the residents. In 2002 there seemed little 
else that the Association could do and the committee 
ceased to meet, although the Association was never 
officially closed down.  

The Current Westgate Residents Association 

Sadly the increased number of vehicles on the road, 
probably exacerbated by the use of satnav, has again 
made Westgate a ‘Rat Run’. Daniel Kirtley, a local 
resident, conducted a survey in 2015 and found that 
5,000 vehicles passed his house in the narrow conser-
vation area part of the street in 12 hours. 
 
Now we have the major threat of a new estate of 1600 
houses at Whitehouse Farm. The southern exit from 
this will join Westgate near the Sherborne Road 
roundabout and must surely increase traffic in the  
area and down Westgate. Westgate is also promoted 
by the developers as the main bicycle and pedestrian 
route from the west into Chichester, but there is no 
continuous cycle path. 
 
Some local residents supported by past officials  
decided that the Association should be revived to 

monitor the situation and hopefully influence the 
planners to improve safety and the environment for 
residents, cyclists and pedestrians. 
 
But that is not all our Residents Association is about. 
We are fortunate that Westgate is a very friendly 
place. The Westgate Residents Association wishes to 
encourage neighbours to meet and support one an-
other. Following the successful re-launch of the As-
sociation, well attended coffee mornings are now 
held monthly at the Crate and Apple (formerly the 
Swan). Since 2011, there have been three successful 
street parties, when the road has been closed for the 
day. The Committee is already working on another 
one for 2016, when we hope that the celebration of 
the Queen’s 90th birthday will be the best yet. 

For more information visit the website at 
www.westgatera.org.uk. or do contact by email:  
info@westgatera.org.uk 

Street party 2014 

We are a newly re-formed group and grateful for the 
support already received from the well-organised 
and very active Parklands Residents Association, 
and we hope to work closely with them and with oth-
er Associations in Orchard Street and East Broyle. 

The First AGM 

About 75 people attended the first AGM of the new-
ly rejuvenated Westgate Residents Association held 
on Saturday 11 October 2015. A new Chairman, 
Treasurer and Secretary were duly elected, as well as 
6 Committee members. Six local Councillors, repre-
sentatives of our neighbouring RAs, 2 PCSOs and 
local traffic experts also attended and there was a 
good discussion about the threats presented by 
Whitehouse Farm. This was followed by coffee and 
an opportunity to continue conversations with our 
neighbours and guests. The new committee will meet 
later in the month and define a way forward.  

http://www.westgatera.org.uk
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REPORTS FROM THE CHICHESTER SOCIETY’S 42nd AGM 

The AGM of the Chichester Society was held at the Assembly Rooms on 21 October, 2015.  

Besides the presentation of reports, of which summaries follow, these elections were made:  
 
President, Tim Rooth; Chairman, Richard Childs; Vice-Chairman, Bill Sharp; Secretary, Anthony Quail; 
Treasurer, David Wilson, and Committee Members Rodney Chambers, Cedric Mitchell, Trevor Redman, 
Grace Taylor, John Wichers and Bob Wiggins 

Summary of 2014-2015 Report by the Chairman     Richard Childs 

The Chairman opened his report for the year noting that at the time of the last AGM, the Examination in Pub-
lic of the Chichester District Local Plan had just begun. He had firmly believed that the Plan was flawed and 
that the Planning Inspector would find fault with significant aspects due to fundamental infrastructure prob-
lems relating to the West of Chichester Strategic Development Location (Whitehouse Farm) and the unsuita-
bility of the Westhampnett, East of Chichester Strategic Development Location (aka Oldplace Farm), particu-
larly in its proximity to Goodwood motor circuit and airfield. 
 
Unfortunately the inspector’s report published in May concluded that the Local Plan as modified met the 
‘soundness’ test of the National Planning Policy Framework. Naturally many found the conclusions disap-
pointing. The battleground will now move to the individual planning applications for each site.  
 
Nationally the Society is well aware of similar development pressures across the country and Civic Voice is 
setting up a Cathedral Cities Alliance, which will seek to lobby for more sensitive and appropriate develop-
ment in and around our historic cathedral cities. 
 
Turning to more enjoyable activities he noted that this year we provided more events for members than we 
have done for some time. These included a visit to Winchester Trust in April, a trip to the Apuldram 
wastewater treatment works, Tim Rooth’s lecture and the launch of his book, Saving Our City, a talk by  
Richard Pailthorpe, (Director of the Weald and Downland Museum), a guided walk on the Downs organised 
by David Wilson, a visit to the Tinwood Vineyard, Halnaker, including wine-tasting, a guided historical tour 
round the Graylingwell Hospital site and finally in September a guided walk round Chichester Harbour.  
 
The Chairman made particular reference to Tim Rooth’s book, Saving Our City, which covered the early years 
of the Society, and marked its fortieth anniversary. He also thanked those who provided information and  
photographs and importantly those who helped financing the publication. 
 
Although we were unsuccessful in the 2015 Civic Voice National Design Award competition with our nomi-
nation of the Via Ravenna underpass mural restoration, the Chairman was delighted to announce that the Soci-
ety had been successful in obtaining funding of £53,000 from Heritage Lottery Fund to finance a project to 
produce a series of Chichester Heritage Trails, namely guided walks around the city. Additional funding of 
£1,000 has come from the City Council plus a further £1,000 from the Society’s own funds. A project officer 
will shortly be recruited and then volunteers sought for this two-year project.  
 
On a somewhat smaller scale a conservation assessment project run by the War Memorials Trust is encourag-
ing civic societies like ours to locate, record and undertake conservation assessments of every war memorial in 
a particular locality of which we have over 20. The Chairman appealed for volunteers for this project which 
will run until 2018. To end, the Chairman thanked his immediate colleagues for their work and support:  
John Templeton as Vice Chairman, Anthony Quail as Secretary, David Wilson as Treasurer, John Wichers as 
membership secretary, Bill Sharp for managing the Society’s website and Bob Wiggins as Newsletter Editor. 
 
The Chairman gave special thanks to John Pavitt who is wishing to relinquish his long standing role of moni-
toring and responding to planning applications. In a similar vein, David Wilson intends to end his Treasurer’s 
role after this coming year, The Society is therefore now looking for replacements to undertake these im-
portant roles, so anyone interested in volunteering is asked to contact the Chairman. 
 
The full text of the Chairman’s address is to be found on the Society’s website. 

(Treasurer’s report on page 18) 
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‘CHISORES’ 

An Eyesore that requires attention 

‘CHILIGHTS’ 

Highlights that get our applause 

Summary of the 2014-2015 Report by the Treasurer     David Wilson 

This is an abbreviated version of the full report 
which was distributed and approved at the AGM.  
 
If anyone would now like a copy of the full report, 
please visit our website, email the Treasurer:  
david@northwalls.demon.co.uk 
or send an SAE (C4 large size) with a second class 
large stamp to:  
11 North Walls, Chichester, PO19 1DA. 

Income  

The main income was as ever subscriptions (£4586) 
together with the gift aid reclaimable on these 
(£772), both less than last year as fewer life mem-
berships had been taken out. Advertising income 
(£622) was also less, as a major newsletter advertis-
er had dropped out. 
 
The net profit on events in 2015 was £53, walks - 
the Downs and the guided tour of Graylingwell) - 
returning about £100 each, but talks – on the Weald 
and Downland Museum and the book launch – los-
ing a similar amount each, other events being cost 
neutral. 
 
Although the publication of ‘Saving the City’, an 
account of the early years of the Society, came to 
just over £1000, this was covered by a legacy and a 
donation, each of £500, plus actual sales so that 
there was a net profit of £39. 

Expenditure  

The newsletter continues to be our main expense, 
printing, postage and stationery together totalling 
£3461, only slightly more than last year. The rou-
tine costs of hire of meeting halls, insurance, mem-
bership of Civic Voice and general administration 
were similar to last year. 
 
Heritage Lottery Fund Grant for ‘Chichester 
Trails’  
In order to prepare the HLF bid, preparatory work 
was undertaken by someone experienced with such 
bids, at a cost of £1000. This represents a major ex-
tra item of expenditure but proved worth it as the 
bid was successful. The grant of £53,200 arrived 
after the year end and so will appear in next year’s 
accounts. We are grateful to the Chichester City 
Council for a grant of £1000 to supplement this, and 
the Society is committed to adding a further £1000 
of its own money. The bid covers the production of 
a dozen walking trails - in different areas of the 
city, on themes within the city, and a few on outly-
ing areas. 

Assets of the Society  

The assets as at 31 August 2015 totalled £16,453, 
compared to the figure a year ago of £16,422. Of 
this, £2000 is committed to the production of the 
Heritage Trails leaflets, as explained above. 

This area was planted up 
with wild flowers, and 
has looked a treat in May 
over the last few years. 
After the original funding 
from the Heritage Lottery 
Fund responsibility for 
maintenance was passed 
to CDC who had not pro-
vided for it in their budg-
et – and now the nettles 
are back in force. Is it too 
much to hope, with tour-
ism promotion featuring 
in the CDC Vision for 
Chichester, that some 

money might be found to keep this attractive stretch 
of  the Walls Walk looking rather smarter? A con-
tract in November may well be cheaper than one in 
the summer, but that’s little consolation if the cut 
doesn’t do the job – and the use of contractors hides 
another public spending issue, the loss of direct la-
bour and local control. (David Wilson) 

North Walls banks 

Many who 
use the  
multi-storey 
car park at 
Avenue de 
Chartres will 
have noticed 
how the  
elevated 
walkway 
from the 
City to  
Waitrose has 
been thoroughly spruced up with jet-cleaned brick-
work and pathways, refurbished seating and new 
lighting – thanks to the District Council. 
 
Also Chichester Business Improvement District 
(BID) have installed map dispensers for the pocket 
City maps they funded – these complement the large 
map boards they have been installing at strategic 
points around the City. This all contributes to a wel-
coming environment for visitors (Bob Wiggins) 

Elevated walkway  

http://chichestersociety.org.uk/
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CHISOC CROSSWORD 

SOLUTION - SEPTEMBER SUDOKU 

CLUES 

Across 

 1 Tears may result if you are hit by this (5) 

 4 Plant a collection of sports cars (7) 

 8 I'm no great-aunt creates a row (13) 

 9 Elsy sleeps, why not? (9) 

 11 Cunning is costly (3) 

 12 My measure is part tricky (6) 

 13 Flying buttress style (6) 

 16 A familiar father (3) 

 17 Home admin is argumentative (2,7) 

 18 15th and 16th century line (13) 

 20 He thirsts for these garments (1-6) 

 21 A rustic dialect (5) 

Down 

 1 No trams need a cross-beam (7) 

 2 An opening for edge merchants (9,4) 

 3 A forceful memory (3) 

 4 This support may be part intelligent (6) 

 5 Mrs Rafton may change shape (9) 

 6 A retailer all at sea perhaps (5,8) 

 7 A familiar address for a junior (5) 

 10 A war-like representative no longer tense (9) 

 14 Descriptive of cloth is MacCrib (7) 

 15 Diffuse or direct light, he's sad to do it (6) 

 16 He opted out of this establishment (5) 

 19 A fishy treaty without a car (3) 

An underlying theme of this crossword is architec-
ture, so several of the answers relate to this art. 
 
The solution will appear in the March 2016 issue, but 
will be on our website soon after you receive this 
Newsletter for those who can’t wait! 

We recognise that some members may not be users of 
the technology needed to access the internet. This can 
create a ‘digital divide’ which we aim to bridge 
through the pages of this quarterly Newsletters and 
events and meeting arranged by the Society.  
 
Although we have a website, we do believe that the 
Society needs to reach out to those who have em-
braced social media as this gives us the opportunity to 
reach a wider (and dare I say younger) audience.  
Hence we have recently opened a Twitter account 
(username @Chi_Soc). 
 
Twitter is the most recent major social networking site 
and enables us to communicate rapidly and find and 
make connections with like-minded organisations and 
individuals using short (140 character) messages ac-
companied, if necessary with photographs and links to 
further sources of information. 
 
Although it is early days in making our presence 
known on Twitter, you can access our account and 

other Twitter users for which you will need to set 
up a free Twitter account via twitter.com.  
 
Please let me have your comments as and when 
you experience our presence on Twitter. 

Bob Wiggins (Editor) 

THE SOCIETY GOES ‘SOCIAL’ ON TWITTER 

 

http://chichestersociety.org.uk/
https://twitter.com/chi_soc
https://twitter.com/
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Your Local Community Museum 
 

Some upcoming events  

 Green Father Christmas,  12-13 & 19-20 Dec 

 Winter half-term family events, 15-19 Feb 

 Understanding Agincourt, 19-20 Feb  
 

Join as a Friend of the Museum  

Benefits include free admission (including special 
events), the Museum’s magazine and discount in 
both our shop and café. 

 
Shop & Post Office 
Visit the Museum shop for an unusual gift, our 

own flour, local produce and much more! 
 
Become a volunteer 

No previous experience is required, as full  
training will be given.  

01243 811348 
www.wealddown.co.uk 

Singleton, West Sussex PO18 0EU 

TREASURER – THE CHICHESTER SOCIETY 

 
The Chichester Society must appoint a new 
Treasurer during 2016. The Treasurer plays a 
crucial role in the successful running of the  
Society. 
 
Accountancy skills are not essential – but an 
interest in money and accurate recording is! 
 
If you are interested in becoming our next 
Treasurer please contact Richard Childs,  
Chairman Chichester Society, Bayswell  
Cottage, 14 Leatherbottle Lane, Chichester 
PO19 7DB. 
Email : infantis56@gmail.com   


