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As we approach the season of goodwill, 

I’ve been reflecting on the past twelve 

months. At this time of year it’s good to 

be positive and there’s much to celebrate 

that’s happened in Chichester. 

Over the past year a significant number 

of improvements have been made that 

have enhanced our city and its reputation. 

The restored golden cockerel atop the ca-

thedral’s spire can be seen for miles, 

gleaming in the sun while below, the im-

provements made to the Bishop’s Gar-

dens make it an even more delightful 

place to visit. 

Along the Walls Walk, new guide mark-

ers and interpretation boards add to the 

experience for both visitors and residents, 

while in Priory Park, there is the new 

children’s play area. Further along one 

can look down on the nearly completed 

first phase of the New Park Centre devel-

opment, a great boost for a much loved community asset. And further along to 

Eastgate, even the wishbone has been restored to the Shippams clock! 

Let’s not forget our wonderful Festival Theatre. There been another outstanding 

season of plays, and now a major refurbishment of the building has begun to co-

incide with its 50th anniversary. Truly it remains the miracle in the park. 

And it’s not just the improvements to our built environment that we should ap-

plaud this year. There have been memorable community activities to bring the 

city’s folk together. In June the revived Gala Procession made its way  to Priory 

Park for a Family Fun Day to celebrate the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee. This in 

turn was complemented by street parties across the city. Then in July, thousands 

of Cicestrians lined the streets to watch the progress of the Olympic Flame on its 

way through West Sussex. Much initial cynicism about the Olympics was com-

pletely dispelled both by the national support for the flame relay and the games 

themselves, both Olympic and Paralympic.  

The temptation so often is to focus too much on the negatives but at this time of 

year, I believe it’s right to celebrate good things. So well done Chichester and a 

Merry Christmas to you all! 

A Happy Christmas to all our Readers! 

 

Our Chairman, Richard Childs, reflects on good things that have 

happened over the last year in Chichester 

Fireworks over the Cathedral at the  

Christmas lights switch-on  last year 
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Good News, Bad News 

 

A miscellany of items, beginning with the Crown Inn 

The article in our last issue drew 

fire from a number of residents, 

who rather liked the new colour 

scheme (but others agreed with 

our article!) 

David Scammell writes: 

The Chisores criticism of the 

fencing fronting the Crown Inn in 

the September issue was unjusti-

fied. After all it is a public house 

opposite an industrial site, not a 

solicitors in the city centre. Chi-

sores is so negative, seeking im-

perfections while ignoring the 

other side of the coin.  

Perhaps there should be an alter-

native feature such as Chideal or 

Chicharm. Little gems such as the 

large statue of a dog with its feed-

ing bowl as an additional delight-

ful touch, in Grove Road. The 

block of four terraced houses 

each painted in different pastel 

colours with the same white bor-

der embellishment, in Whyke 

Lane. The small walled garden in 

St. Martin's Street. East Pallant 

has the well decorated Coach-

man's and Bridle Cottages re-

minding one of former times and 

also has the side entrance to the 

council offices. In summertime 

East Street is resplendent with its 

flower baskets and boxes. There 

is much to admire so let us ''Look 

on the bright side of life''. 

Alan Carn chimed in, and then 

went on: 

 I was astonished to see the 

Crown in Whyke Road featured 

on your 'Chisores' page in the 

September newsletter. Had your 

contributor walked a few paces to 

the south, he (or she) would have 

seen some far more glaring Chi-

sores upon which to comment.  

Approaching the town from the 

Whyke roundabout, the first of 

these to offend the eye is the 

muddy and rutted wasteland be-

side the Scout hut. This should be 

a grass verge, but it is used on a 

daily basis as a parking lot for the 

various organisations who use the 

hut. This is understandable, as the 

hut has almost no parking of its 

own; two carefully parked cars or 

just one selfish driver take up all 

they have. There is parking on the 

opposite side of the road, but this 

is regularly occupied by residents' 

cars. Many hall users have young 

children or equipment so logical-

ly prefer not to have to cross the 

(increasingly busy) road.  

Looking ahead again, the second 

Chisore would be the old Priests 

House, still clothed in its tasteful 

blue tarpaulin several years on 

from the fire in which the 

thatched roof was destroyed. 

Compared to these glaring exam-

ples, the rather jaunty colour 

scheme at the Crown seems mild 

in the extreme. If the Society was 

minded to approach Highways, 

the obvious solution to the park-

ing problem would be to replace 

the current 'mudbath' with a 

paved parking bay. A simple and 

cheap solution! 

 

Now you see it, now you don’t! The fence is still red, white 

and green but in a different pattern! And on the right, a 

damaged kerb and a damaged roof in Whyke Road 
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The Heritage - the latest non-developments 

At about the time the last Newsletter came out, there were complaints about The Heritage site in the local 

press; squatters, rats and rubbish were all mentioned.  The owners, Hyde Martlet, promised that development 

was just about to happen. Well, at the time of going to press, there was a fun hoarding (good news), but the 

only activity on site was an empty security car (bad news).  Here’s a  brownfield site which  could provide 

dozens of affordable homes on re-development - action please! 

Network Rail’s bridge plans at the Fishbourne crossing are underwhelming! 

We need a safer crossing here, undoubtedly. The three fatalities in the last few years remind us that this is a 

crossing with a limited view of the track for pedestrians and cyclists, however well it is signalled. Add to this, 

that it is not just a popular through route for the general public but also next to a school of over a thousand 

pupils, and one can see that it must come near the top of Network Rail’s priorities for action. 

But what a kludge of a design! Ninety metres of ramps on each side, to give enough clearance for potential(?) 

overhead power cables. So the top of the bridge will be high in the air - some 7.5m with roof -  and very con-

spicuous. The design width is 2.1m, which according to the Department of Transport  is suitable for ‘a lightly 

used off-road route in rural areas’ - but this is in a heavily urban neighbourhood, next to a major supermarket 

and on a National Cycle Route! Speaking of cycles, the turns in the middle of the ramps are tighter than DoT 

specifications.  WSCC have formally objected to the Network Rail design referring to DoT guidance. 

Your editor’s personal opinion is that a satisfactory route, 

wider and of a more pleasing appearance, could have in-

volved a ramp rising to the road bridge to the south, and 

back again. It is a pity that Network Rail appear so com-

mitted to a standard design irrespective of circumstances. 

Plans showing the extent of the proposed bridge. 

Scale (very approximate) 1 inch = 20 yd  

A real Chisore - and a fire hazard! 

At one stage the City Centre Manager had plans for 

creating a special store area instead of all this. It is a 

matter of some shame for visitors to the art centre to 

come here, don't you think?  And what about the 

people who work in the office where the window is 

-  the door is seemingly a fire escape.  The rubbish 

is a fire hazard, too.  This is getting dangerous. 
The Oxmarket Gallery by St Andrews.  

Photo by the Mayor 
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In the Footsteps of Cicestrian 

 

One of our readers has strong opinions on foodstalls! 

The sights of Chichester! 

We were horrified one sunny day 

walking through the Cathedral 

grounds. We were greeted by a 

couple of teenagers making a horri-

ble racket with a mike and amplifi-

er within the peace of the cathedral 

precincts, where the raucous tones 

could have done nothing to aid a 

peaceful moment for those relaxing 

on the grass. This so affronted us 

that,  on behalf of the Cathedral 

and flock, we took it upon our-

selves to see them off with a few 

well chosen  remarks.  

We continued round to the Market 

Cross … and were confronted by 

the stench of fried onions and 

burning fat and the vision to match. 

Do we really want visitors to be 

greeted by this appallingly smelly, 

noisy, repugnant scene in the cen-

tre of our beautiful City?  Don’t 

visitors come to see a town centre 

worthy of a Cathedral City?    Do 

they really want to trail a greasy, 

messy burger, hotdog, or pancake 

around our streets once here?  If so 

they should go elsewhere to some 

grubby third rate place.  

The rights of café owners 

Why do we allow this?  There are 

enough establishments, to suit 

every pocket, to be found within 

easy waft of the vendors. And 

what of the long suffering com-

mercial competition  - those  legal 

establishments  who pay heavily 

for their privileges. Should  they 

not be given the right of protection 

from this nauseating trade that 

drives away the more discern-

ing  shopper, who would other-

wise be a customer? The smell 

alone takes away the appetite and 

desire to linger longer.  

Hotdogs, burgers and pancakes 

and now doughnuts! What will be 

next? If the locals do  come in to 

Chichester to munch junk food in 

our roads this is neither acceptable 

nor fair to we who want to play by 

civilised rules. We notice that on 

the rare occasions community po-

lice are present they do nothing to 

stop this trade.  Is this because 

it  is it legal?  

Style and self-respect 

Why should we tolerate the clutter, 

the smell, the noise and the mess 

produced by people wafting their 

effluent in the paths of shoppers? 

 There is absolutely no need for 

this tolerance. We do not want 

Chichester degraded by pandering 

to those who lack the ability to put 

appetite on hold for a few minutes 

in order to find a venue  nearby 

that is not offensive to others. Or 

go home. The French do not eat in 

the road.  Why should Britain? 

But if some have no pride or self 

respect and want to spread their 

trough mentality to our City, they 

should not be encouraged  by the 

City to do so. The facility to  eat on 

the hoof should be removed. If we 

ourselves lower our standards then 

so will others,  and fourfold. 

The Friday markets are a delight, 

well controlled and an attractive 

asset. They are good for us, good 

for tourism.  The mobile vendors 

ruin it.  All those photos of the 

Market Cross taken by overseas 

and national visitors  are circulat-

ing  the world....littered with those 

greasy spoon images, and tatty 

goods, cluttering up vistas of our 

City. Who would want to visit such 

a place? This is Chichester not 

Brighton! 

No pride? 

Chichester has long risen  out of 

medieval  squalor. Please save it 

from the modern equivalent. 

Widdershins 

Have a hot dog while you go to 

the bank? 

Have you got a hobby-horse that 

you could turn out to grass in 

these pages? The editor is always 

on the lookout for contributions. 

david@northwalls.demon.co.uk 
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But when is a pedlar a licensed street pedlar?  

Kim Long, City Centre Manager, explains some of the legal obstacles. 

The doughnut seller, hot dog trol-

leys, scarf sellers and so on, all op-

erate under pedlar licences issued 

by the Police. They were intended 

for use by everyone who went door 

to door “peddling” their wares, 

from the Avon lady to the rag ’n 

bone man. Pedlar licences allow 

someone to move around, stopping 

just to make a sale. 

Pedlar rules & regulations 

The downside is that you can get a 

licence in Edinburgh and then use 

it in Chichester. If you abuse it 

here you will get moved on but no 

one will tell Edinburgh. The lack 

of a national or central database 

makes it difficult to enforce any 

pedlar trading incorrectly. 

Our pedlars rarely move! This 

makes them Street Traders because 

they are not “peddling” their 

wares. They should therefore be 

operating under a street trading 

licence but the rule in Chichester is 

that there must be at least 10 stalls 

or pitches for  a Street Trading Li-

cence to be issued. The street mar-

kets operate under this rule.  

Court action 

Chichester District Council and 

Sussex Police did take one pedlar 

to court. To do this they had to 

provide photographic evidence that 

he had not moved for at least an 

hour on more than one occasion. 

Of course the moment pedlars 

know they are being watched, they 

start to move! Case law also allows 

a pedlar to have a short break be-

tween customers or to remain sta-

tionary whilst serving. 

In any case pedlar offences have 

low priority in the courts and a 

small fine may be issued which the 

pedlars are happy to pay. Police 

confiscated one pedlar ‘s trolley 

but  had to give it back. He was 

trading again immediately. 

Mary Portas puts a spoke in! 

Some other Local Authorities have 

spent tens of thousands introduc-

ing a bye-law to stop peddling in 

their areas but since the Mary Por-

tas review, actively supporting this 

activity, a bye-law really isn’t 

worth the paper it is written on.   

I have created relationships with 

the majority of our pedlars so that 

I can get co-operation, and gener-

ally if I ask them to move on when 

I get a complaint, they do so. But 

then we have incidences of high 

profile events, such as Christmas, 

when new ones will turn up. Last 

year we had Trading Standards 

come to the Lights Switch On 

event and check them all out. 

If anyone can give us a law under 

which the pedlars can be removed 

we will act on it.  The current leg-

islation is under review (and has 

been for some time!) but we still 

await results. The latest news can 

be found on the Department of 

Business site www.bis.gov.uk  . 

What might work? 

I believe the answer now is to 

identify, say, two or three pitches 

and charge for them (these pitches 

can be worth around £10,000  for a 

year’s licence) with proper con-

sents. The pedlars would pay the 

City through their licences, which 

would please the businesses who 

constantly point out that they pay 

taxes, rents and rates and that it is 

not fair.  

Our local regular Chichester ped-

lars have said they would be happy 

to upgrade their trolleys to high 

specifications if they could have 

licensed pitches. Or we could  look 

to turn an area in the immediate 

vicinity of the Cross back to a Pro-

hibited (trading) street – although 

this did not prevent peddling when 

the streets were Prohibited before 

2006. I should also confirm that 

the food sellers are inspected as 

required by law by Environmental 

Health. 

Still Hoping! 

I have been City Centre Manager 

now for seven years and have still 

to find a way to resolve this prob-

lem. But I think we are all agreed 

that the beautiful Cross, the view 

to the Cathedral and our City cen-

tre do not benefit from pedlars. 

 

Dough-

nuts at the 

Cross 

http://www.bis.gov.uk
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It’s Hard Work being a  Farmers’ Market Stallholder 

 

Have you ever wondered about who the people are that turn out, rain or shine, to serve 

you at the fortnightly Friday stalls? John Wichers took his curiosity a stage further 

I felt it would be interesting to provide an occasional insight on the background to some of our beloved market stalls and 

their owners. But where to start and with whom?  Eventually, I summoned up courage enough to approach three stall-

holders with whom Judith and I are regular customers and thus felt I could ask for interviews.  All three kindly agreed: 

the first story appears below.  The others will follow in subsequent issues. 

Leesa’s Alpines 

It all began as a hobby when, as a 

young girl helping her Uncle and 

Aunt with their market garden in 

East Ashling, Leesa started to 

propagate her very first Alpines. 

With her family’s horticultural 

background, and reinforced by a 

college education at Brinsbury 

Agricultural College in Pulbor-

ough, there followed five years as 

a ‘Propagation Supervisor’ with a 

herb and alpine nursery in Arun-

del. Finally, a position at New 

Place Nurseries, also located just 

outside Pulborough and one of 

UK’s largest wholesalers, offered 

Leesa the opportunity to realize 

the commercial potential of hav-

ing a set of “Green Fingers”.  

A career in horticulture 

During her seventeen years at 

New Place, Leesa worked her 

way up to management level, be-

coming an ‘off-site’ Despatch 

Manager responsible for selecting 

and shipping customers’ orders 

from the Company’s satellite 

glass-houses in the Sidlesham 

area. But the dream of her own 

small-holding devoted to Alpines 

kept her vigilant and one day an 

opportunity arose to buy a 1-acre 

plot from one of the original Land 

Settlement pioneer families. Dur-

ing her time with New Place 

Nurseries she slowly developed 

her Alpines, working evenings 

and weekends, whilst continuing 

to hold down a full-time job. Four 

years ago Leesa made the hard 

decision to relinquish her secure 

management role and negotiated 

with her employers to do three 

days a week, the other four devot-

ed to making her dream a reality!  

Going it alone 

Very recently, Leesa took the 

plunge and became full-time self-

employed. “It is a bit scary”, she 

admitted, “but I’ve done it gradu-

ally, so it’s a relief now that I can 

concentrate 100% on what is 

most important to me!”  

The resourceful young lady locat-

ed two surplus 4,000 sq.ft. Dutch-

Lite” greenhouses which, with 

the help of friends and family, 

she dismantled, moved and re-

erected on her own plot. The real 

purpose of these is to keep the 

plants dry and away from wind 

chill. No heating is necessary, but 

more recently Leesa has installed 

an automatic watering system, 

which allows her the freedom to 

be away from base selling her 

wares during the summer, when 

regular watering is a ‘must’.  

Practical considerations 

Alpines are hardy little plants, as 

their name suggests, but they do 

not like “wet feet”. Hence, nearly 

all of Leesa’s stock - some 

Leesa in the mar-

ket - and back at 

her smallholding 
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20,000 plants – is up on metal ta-

bles. In yet another case of provi-

dence working in her favour, 

these tables were surplus to re-

quirements at a neighbouring 

nursery and were quickly given a 

new home. “Recycling is a way of 

life for me and having the plants 

waist high also saves a lot of back

-ache” Leesa smilingly points out. 

Four years ago she extended the 

area under glass with the purchase 

of two poly-tunnels giving anoth-

er 2,000 sq. ft. and as of next year 

she will rent a further 4,000 sq ft. 

to house her ever-growing family!  

Hard graft! 

To date, all profits have been 

ploughed back into the business, 

but managing on her own means 

very long hours and physically 

demanding work. Just take a look 

at this punishing schedule: a typi-

cal market day actually starts the 

afternoon before; selecting the 

produce and packing her van can 

take up to five hours. At the mar-

ket by 7 a.m., the streets are still 

empty enough to allow access to 

the stall site. By early afternoon 

however, when it’s time to re-load 

the van, the streets are crowded 

and there will be seven or eight 

trips pushing a loaded trolley to 

the car park. Back at the nursery 

the unsold precious cargo has to 

be unloaded.  

Then the normal botanical “house

-keeping” begins, ensuring that 

Leesa never returns to her home 

in Selsey until fading light makes 

it impractical to stay longer. “I am 

ruled by daylight” she grumbles 

light-heartedly. Leesa’s vital as-

sistant on market days is her 

mother, Christine Barrett, who 

minds the stall during Leesa’s ab-

sence and when packing up, even 

making a quick last-minute sale 

as a bonus!  

 In answer to my question: 

“What do you do when not at 

market?” I get a quizzical look 

followed by a quick rundown on 

how to make your own potting 

soil, complete with slow-release 

fertilizer and insecticide using a 

cement-mixer – “I do that with 

my Uncle”  she concedes! Then 

there is the constant weeding, 

transplanting and propagation of 

new stock; though now, as the 

daylight hours dwindle the 

nursery work lessens too. 

Marketing and sales 

Leesa is pleased with the Chich-

ester Farmers’ Market: fortnight-

ly is right for her merchandise as 

she would be unlikely to sell 

more on a weekly basis. She also 

covers Midhurst and Petworth, 

but these are less frequent.  

So, what now is Leesa’s Alpines 

outlook for the future? Currently, 

80% of her sales are at markets 

and Plant Fairs and 20% to other 

wholesale and retail outlets. “I 

am very much aware of the im-

portance to me of ‘on-line’ sales 

and to this end I have just this 

last month invested in a profes-

sionally designed website” – 

www.leesasalpines.co.uk. The 

next step is to include an ‘on-

line’ ordering system so custom-

ers can select and buy without 

having to pick up the phone.  

Future plans 

Now that the dream has become 

reality, “Is there anything miss-

ing?” I venture to ask. “Oh! If I 

could only get planning permis-

sion to build a home on this plot, 

that would be heaven – just think 

of all the extra time I could 

spend with my plants!”  

 

Market in East Street augmented for Christmas (2008) 

It isn’t going away! 

The Trustees of Fishbourne Roman Palace have de-

ferred any action  on the closure of Emperor Way, for a 

year, but remain convinced that they need to upgrade  

 

their visitor experience. Meanwhile  the Parish 

Council are collecting data about use of the Way to 

support their contention that it should remain open. 

Contact ruthfkeeley@gmail.com to offer support. 
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Now they’ve been recognised with a National Award! 

 

Congratulations to the Itchenor and West Wittering Art Group 

Readers will remember that in the 

last issue we reported on the art-

work on display in Chichester 

station. This was a Community 

Rail project linked to the Arun 

Valley Line with its Community 

Officer, Pene Mather. 

Now we are delighted to report 

that the Association of Communi-

ty Rail Partnerships (ACoRP) has 

recognised the quality of their 

work with a national award in the 

category for small budget projects 

i.e. under £300. 

Award citations 

The award ceremony took place 

on September 28th at Swindon 

Railway Museum. The citation 

for 3rd place in this category said: 

“Itchenor and West Wittering 

Art Group, led by artist Joan 

Honour Smith, created artwork 

in the style of vintage railway 

posters to display at Chichester 

Station.   

Comprising 23 canvases around 

a large central Jubilee canvas, 

the posters share the iconic sun-

burst theme and show places to 

visit and attractions in the 

Chichester area. The group 

chose local locations and visited 

many to get inspiration. 

The posters are supported by 

an informative brochure and 

the tourist attractions depicted 

have been invited to leave their 

information at a community 

leaflet stand under the display.”  

Another local winner was Lor-

raine Clode from Emsworth Resi-

dents Association whose im-

provements to the waiting room at 

Emsworth led to second place in 

the heritage category. 

From left to right: Lorraine Clode, of Emsworth Residents, Sue Tray-

ler, leader of the Art Group, and Joan Honour Smith, the Art Group 

teacher, holding their award certificates. 

Below and at right: Some of the 

paintings displayed at Chichester 

station 
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New Sloe Tree marks the Sloe Fair’s Ancient Origin 

 

On 18th October, your committee helped to perpetuate a bit of Chichester history 

One of the occasions of the Chich-

ester year is the Sloe Fair, but the 

right to hold the fair was endan-

gered in World War II. This right 

will lapse if there is a break in this 

annual event. During the war, 

when showmen were away at the 

front, the tradition was upheld by 

Harry Stroud who brought his 

stall to Northgate every year on 

October 20th. A tree was planted 

in his memory by the City Council 

in 1998, but it died. 

A  replacement sloe tree has now 

been planted by the Mayor, Anne 

Scicluna, at the entrance to the 

Northgate car park. Your Society 

bought the tree, the City Council 

organised the event and the Dis-

trict Council did the digging. The 

Stroud family also came  to see 

the new planting in memory of 

their father.  

The fair was originally held on St 

Faith’s Day, October 6th, for eight 

days, under a charter granted to 

the bishop in 1107 by Henry I. 

The bishop took over the legal 

authority in the city for those 

days, and tried any cases arising 

then in a ‘Court of Piepowder’, so 

that travellers were brought before 

the court before they moved on to 

the next fair. 

If you’ve been walking the Walls recently, you will 

have seen the last phase of the Walls project - and 

if you haven’t, do go and look! The Chichester So-

ciety was involved in obtaining the Heritage Lot-

tery Fund grant and in managing the project 

throughout. 

Information on tap 

New panels have been installed, each on a different 

aspect of the Walls’ history, from construction (the 

panel in Westgate Fields)  to Georgian leisure (one 

of the two panels in Priory Park). There are seven 

panels altogether - have you found them all? Hint: 

there are two off the main walk, one in Jubilee Park 

and one in Eastgate Square. 

Take the (grand)children too. There’s a quiz to fol-

low, and on each panel there’s the challenge to find 

Max, the cheeky little boy who managed to be pre-

sent  at every stage of Walls history.  

Leaflets and guides 

The Information Centre at the Novium has a free 

leaflet outlining the Walls Trail, or a guide for 

£3.50 which contains more detail. Armed with the 

guide, or perhaps just by looking at the circular 

bronze markers in the pavement, you can 

follow the Trail. On each marker, the gladius, or Ro-

man short sword points the way. 

The site of each gateway has a larger rectangular mark-

er, with a picture of the former gate and a little of its 

history on a plaque on a wall nearby. (And, yes, the ex-

perts say it’s Reginorum!)  

Information panels accompanying the Trail 

Don’t forget the book with the extended history, re-

viewed on p.13, which is also part of the project. 

New Walls Walk panels tell the story of Chichester 
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Homes that look like a String of Pearls - on a map! 

 

The Christmas season is a time when thoughts turn to people who are homeless. 

 Richard Childs recounts an unorthodox solution once to be found in Spitalfield Lane 

Some years ago I wrote a version 

of the following article for the 

Down Memory Lane feature in the 

Chichester Observer. I believe 

that this historical snippet bears 

repetition, partly because I am 

still intrigued by the story and 

partly because I still live in hope 

that more photographic evidence 

may come to light as a result of a 

further airing of the story. 

The problems begin 

On the 6th February 1925 Chiches-

ter City Council’s Sanitary In-

spector, Mr Nash, visited numbers 

15–20 North Walls. There he met 

with the owners of the houses, the 

Executors of the late William But-

ler of Priory Road. Mr Nash’s re-

port on the 6 properties conclud-

ed, “Premises very dilapidated 

and in a very bad state of repair. 

Roof very defective.” 

As a consequence of his inspec-

tion, the owners did no more than 

evict the tenants, thus precipitat-

ing one of the more extraordinary 

building sagas in Chichester’s his-

tory.  

Commenting on a subsequent 

meeting of the City Council, the 

Chichester Observer reported that 

closing orders had been issued in 

respect of the North Walls houses 

together with some houses in 

Cross Street in Somerstown, and 

that a novel emergency scheme 

had been designed to house the 

dispossessed tenants. 

A novel solution 

A strip of land had been acquired 

opposite the Isolation Hospital in 

Spitalfield Lane and a dozen port-

able circular iron huts, 15 feet in 

diameter were to be converted in-

to “what should prove quite cosy 

and commodious little dwellings 

by being erected in twos, with a 

porch running between them.” 

One hut was to be used as a kitch-

en and the other divided into two 

bedrooms, and the porch would 

contain a sink and a little cup-

board.  

Enough land had been acquired to 

extend the scheme if necessary. 

Although the iron houses were 

being erected as an emergency 

measure, they were said to be 

strong enough to last ten to fifteen 

years. 

Affordable homes, 1920s style 

This was the post First World War 

era of “ Homes fit for heroes”. 

The Housing and Town Planning 

Act of 1919 had ordered local au-

thorities to survey the housing 

needs in their area and to carry out 

plans to provide the houses re-

quired. In 1924 the first Labour 

Government passed legislation for 

a 15-year programme of housing 

to be built by local authorities at 

rents affordable to the working 

classes. 

Chichester City Council had al-

ready started to build its own 

stock of council housing. By 1925 

the Council had built 22 houses in 

Pound Farm Road, 44 in Adelaide 

Road, and 18 in Kingsham Road. 

These figures were to increase 

rapidly with further houses being 

built on the Kingsham Estate and 

other developments on Lewis 

Road, Alexandra Road, and St 

James Road. 
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Work begins on the huts 

The first of these temporary 

dwellings was erected within a 

fortnight of the City Council’s 

approval to go ahead. The cost of 

building it had been £160 and on 

that basis the following month the 

Council decided to build a further 

six houses. They also fixed the 

weekly rent for the tenants at 

5s 3d. Not all the councillors were 

happy with the circular dwellings 

and asked why square huts could 

not be purchased. They were told 

that square huts would cost signif-

icantly more. 

In the historical record 

The only known photograph of 

the houses was previously pub-

lished in the Chichester Observer 

in 1982 when a Mrs Phyllis Lut-

man believed the child in the cen-

tre of the photograph was herself 

with her mother, Mrs Nelly 

Strange, and possibly her stepfa-

ther. The boy on the left was said 

to be her brother Michael. 

The Ordnance Survey maps of the 

period show the houses like a  

rather curious string of pearls 

snaking up Spitalfield Lane. 

The eventual fate of the site 

These prefabricated houses re-

mained on Spitalfield Lane for 10 

years until September 1935 when 

application was made by the City 

Council to demolish them and 

erect 20 semi-detached houses on 

the site, namely those houses, 

which are there today. 

Some addresses have a certain 

cache, 10 Downing Street, for ex-

ample. Unfortunately no. 7 Nissen 

Huts doesn’t quite have the same 

ring. Locals came to call them the 

tin huts and they gained a some-

what undeserved reputation for 

housing problem families. Even 

after they were demolished and 

the present semi-detached houses 

were built, the strip of houses re-

tained the tin huts sobriquet. 

This is a curious episode in Chich-

ester’s history for which very little 

evidence survives. What was it 

like to live in these circular iron 

prefabs? If anyone has any more 

information, especially photo-

graphs, I’d be grateful to know. 

Richard Childs 

Left: the only 

known photo-

graph of the huts 

[courtesy Ken 

Green]; bottom, 

an extract from 

the 1927 Elec-

toral Register; 

far left, the 1932 

Ordnance Sur-

vey map.

[courtesy of  the 

Ordnance Sur-

vey]. 

All these docu-

ments are held 

at the County 

Record Office 
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Three new Books on Chichester for Christmas 

 

We review some of those just published, to help you decide! 

I found this publication most engaging, both historically 

and artistically.   The combination of Sue Finniss’ fine 

watercolours and John Elliot’s descriptive content is a 

great tribute to Chichester’s buildings and rural sur-

roundings.  My initial impression of this book was of 

the exceptional architectural quality of her paintings.  

The attention to detail and careful execution of colour is 

especially pleasing to the eye of the critical observer. 

John’s historical descriptions are equally fascinating and 

informative; such a blend of both talents was fortuitous.  

Some years ago, John Elliott, an architectural historian, 

attended watercolour classes given by Sue Finniss; it 

was then they conceived the idea to combine their re-

spective abilities and produce an illustrated book of 

Salisbury’s iconic buildings.  This book was such a tri-

umph that a second “print run” was required.  

“A Walk in the City”, Sue’s third publication, will un-

doubtedly enjoy the same success.  The Oxmarket pro-

vided the perfect platform to launch this unique book 

and an opportunity for us to view the original works. 

Now, on my daily outings in and around the town, I will 

view these buildings with even more affection and dwell 

on their beauty as seen through the eyes of this talented 

painter.  For anyone who loves of Chichester’s Georgian 

and other historic buildings, this publication will make 

the ideal Christmas gift.  I highly recommend this book.  

            Judith Wichers  

ISBN 978-1-904965-39-8, 96pp, 45 paintings. £22.95 

From Chichester bookshops, or Spire Books, PO Box 

2236, Reading RG4 5WJ or www.spirebooks.com  

CHICHESTER - A WALK IN THE CITY, SUE FINNISS & JOHN ELLIOTT, SPIRE BOOKS 

I recently visited Sheffield for the first time in 16 years. The changes I witnessed were many and substantial:  

a winter garden where the Town Hall extension once stood; a huge sky scraper on the site of what I remember 

as a car park, and the once grim approach to the railway station now adorned with enormous water features. 

Some years ago Phil Hewitt of the Chichester Observer produced his ‘then and now ‘book. At the time I re-

member commenting to colleagues that the difficulty about such books on Chichester was that relatively 

speaking there wasn’t much difference between then and now. Chichester had not been flattened by German 

bombs nor, by comparison with other places, had the planners of the 1960s cut massive swathes through its 

built heritage. This in no small part was due to the efforts of the Chichester Society. 

Another problem for the author of such books is the quality of the ‘then’ photographs. The impact is always 

the greater when a large Victorian neogothic building has gone, to be replaced by a brutalist monument to 

modern municipal wrong headedness. Again, in this respect Chichester has got off relatively lightly. Change 

is the meat and drink of the ‘Then & Now’ book and Philip MacDougall presents us with the latest offering 

for Chichester. 

I started feeling uneasy about this book right from the introduction – not so much a review of changes but a 

polemic. ‘Chichester is in the midst of a crisis’, declares the author, who has only three horsemen of the apoc-

alypse to amplify his argument -  increased housing, transport infrastructure difficulties, and poorly designed 

developments. The author starts his journey with a section on the cathedral and its environs, comparing a se-

CHICHESTER  THEN AND NOW, PHILIP MACDOUGALL, THE HISTORY PRESS 
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CHICHESTER CITY WALLS, ANDREW WESTMAN, MUSEUM OF LONDON 

ries of sepia tinted prints with more or less the 

same view in modern photographs. 

But it is disappointing to find that several sites of 

modern photographs do not match the old ones.  

Thus the Vicar’s Hall is compared with a modern 

photo of the Undercroft; the sometime Sharp Gar-

land grocery premises at Eastgate is contrasted with 

Brasserie Blanc at some distance from the former. 

There are other examples. 

There are unnecessary errors, too. In describing 

both Market Day and the Livestock Market (pp 38 

& 48), the author welcomes the return of all mar-

kets to East Street, seemingly unaware that  the cur-

rent location of the regular Wednesday and Satur-

day markets is the former Livestock Market with 

only the fortnightly farmers’ market on East Street/

North Street.  His description of East Street (p.57) 

shows a modern photograph purporting to be a 

view looking in a westerly direction when it is in 

an easterly direction. The pages describing The 

Hornet show an old photograph of John Grist’s 

premises. Dr MacDougall laments that, ‘The former premises of John Grist have long been swept away.’ 

Should he care to venture onto The Hornet, he will find the building still standing. 

 The author has been to some trouble to obtain an extensive selection of old photographs of the city which in 

themselves may make this book worth buying. However the errors noted prevent me from recommending this 

book to those with a serious interest in local history.               Richard Childs 

A picture from the book: The Prebendal School in West 

Street [courtesy of the History Press] 

ISBN 978-0-7524-7142-6, 96pp, 44 photo pairs, £11.69 From 

bookshops or The History Press, The Mill, Brimscombe Port, 

Stroud  GL5 2QG or http://www.thehistorypress.co.uk. 

ISBN 978-0-9573018-0-1, 124pp. 

Available from the Novium or  your 

Newsletter Editor (address back page), 

cheque for £15 payable to The Chich-

ester Society, Collection/delivery will 

be arranged in the week before Xmas. 

This monograph is an outcome of the Heritage Lottery Fund grant. 

It sets out to recount the history of the Walls, and does so with a 

wealth of detail, supported by maps, diagrams, photographs of an-

cient objects and modern scenes, and imaginative reconstructions 

which are nevertheless well founded on evidence.  

It is an academic work, well supported by a bibliography, but writ-

ten in an accessible style for the general reader. The Roman contri-

bution to the Walls of course gets a proper share of attention, with a 

careful analysis of the method of construction and the source of the 

labour involved. However the Walls’ subsequent history is also 

dealt with carefully. There is a chapter each on how the Walls fared 

under the Saxons and the Normans, the threat of medieval invasion, 

the Civil War, and on how latter-day prosperity generated the walk 

that we all appreciate. 

Much of this material is gathered together here in one place, and 

forms a useful reference work otherwise covered by different 

sources. The twisting and turning of the City Council in the eight-

eenth century, trying to repair the Walls at no cost to Cicestrians, 

has a notable present day parallel! 

This could well be a useful book, not only for Cicestrians’ own use, 

but to lend to visitors for an easy appreciation of how the Walls and 

Chichester have mutually shaped each other. 

David Wilson 
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New Housing appears at Roussillon Park 

 

It’s a bit difficult to see over the Barracks wall, so we asked Kate Baker, Sales Manager 

for  the developers, ZeroC Holdings, to give us an update 

The development at Rousillon 

Park will eventually comprise 

252 homes with a range of 1, 2, 3 

and 4 bedroom houses and apart-

ments. It is a development in 6 

phases spread over about 5 years.  

Current sales 

Sales at Roussillon Park have far 

exceeded our expectations with 

80% of the 50 plots in the first 

phase now sold or reserved, with 

all these being sold off-plan.  The 

first residents of Roussillon Park 

were pleased to move in in Sep-

tember. The first half of Phase 1 

is nearly all com-

plete with half of 

these now occu-

pied. 

The next phase 

With the success 

of Phase 1 we are 

now looking to 

start on Phase 2 of 

the development 

shortly. 

The  demolition 

of existing build-

ings for Phase 2 

is due to begin in 

November 2012 

with construction 

work starting in 

Spring of 2013. 

There will be an-

other fifty or so 

homes built in 

this second phase. 

Opening ceremony 

Our showhome was opened on 

26th October by John Gummer, 

Lord Deben, the new chair of the 

Independent Climate Change 

Committee and chairman of 

ZeroC Holdings. The showhome 

has been designed by the Master 

Planner of Roussillon Park and 

renowned architect, Ben Pen-

treath. It is now open for anyone 

to come along and view.  

For more information please go 

to www.roussillonpark.co.uk or 

ring Jenny Breton, 01243 787993 

Left; Donegall Place, the first 

phase, now occupied; Right,, the 

show kitchen in the Coachhouse 

Chichester’s New Co-Wheels Car Club 

 

Daire Casey of the Chichester Community Car Club  explains another local sustainabil-

ity initiative to go with ZeroC’s development above 

The Chichester Community Car Club was launched on 17th November in partnership with Co-Wheels, a na-

tional provider of car clubs (including Portsmouth, Lewes, Oxford and Eastleigh), starting with two Hyundai 

i30 cars.  These cars will have dedicated car club bays in the city centre (one outside New Look on East 

Street and the other opposite County Hall on West Street).  

All this means that, you can now join a national club of al-

most 200 cars with two based in Chichester. Your £5 month-

ly membership fee will get you one hour a month of free 

hire (so remember to use it!) whilst every additional hour 

will cost £4.50 (and 21p for every mile covered). These 

costs, including the one-off joining fee of £25, mean that 

you no longer need to pay tax, insurance, MOT and servic-

ing on a car you use only infrequently - so have a look at the 

website (http://www.co-wheels.org.uk/) for more details. One of the first Community Cars in East Street 

 

 

http://www.roussillonpark.co.uk
http://www.co-wheels.org.uk/
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Graham Bell MBE, Former Chairman of the Society 

 

Graham Bell died in September. John Templeton pays tribute. 

Major Hubert Graham Bell, MBE 

(known to all as Graham) died on 

6 Sept 2012 aged 92. He was 

Chairman of the Chichester Socie-

ty from 1984 to 1986. Graham and 

his late wife Monica who died in 

2001 joined the Society in 1975 on 

moving to Chichester from Lon-

don, and both played a major part 

in its activities for decades. 

Highways expertise 

As a highly qualified highway en-

gineer , Graham closely monitored 

the activities of WSCC and wrote 

informatively for our newsletters. 

During the 1980's and 90's he fre-

quently criticised the WSCC but 

offered constructive ideas in ex-

change. These included making 

the dangerous one-way Eastgate 

gyratory system two-way, an un-

derpass at the level crossing for 

light vehicles so as to prevent de-

lays , and banning heavy vehicles 

from the City's narrow streets.  

A chairman’s influence  

The Chichester Society under Gra-

ham's chairmanship became in-

creasingly active and influential. 

Sub committees were set up for 

various projects such as the Walls 

Walk link from Northgate into Pri-

ory Park, and meetings  with the 

Council were held on such issues 

as the proposed bypass to West-

gate (which became Via Ravenna 

-  instead of a huge gyratory.)   

At the 1985 AGM Graham noted 

that some council officers com-

plained about the newsletter. 

'Perhaps some of the things we 

wrote were too near the mark!' 

From 1997- 2000 Graham repre-

sented the Society on WSCC's 

Chichester Local Transport Forum 

where he continually maintained 

that Chichester was only a small 

city and it was inappropriate to 

apply 'big City' solutions. 

… and much else besides. 

During World War II Graham 

served with the Royal Engineers 

in North Africa and Italy and post-

war in Greece, Palestine and Ma-

laya where he built airstrips in the 

jungle. Following his military ca-

reer he ran an engineering compa-

ny in Chichester up to the day of 

his death. His love of design ex-

tended to being a keen amateur 

watercolour artist and sculptor.  

He had a large and happy family 

scattered across the world, but 

who always considered Chichester 

as their family base. Graham's 

daughter Rosemary Hodge lives in 

the City, running his engineering 

business and representing the 

Chichester Chamber of Commerce 

on the Chichester Conservation 

Area Advisory Committee.  

We offer our condolences to Rose-

mary and to her family, whilst re-

cording our thanks for everything 

that both Graham and Monica did 

for our city. 

Meet your Committee; a Welcome to New Member John Wichers 

John has had a long but discontinuous association with Chichester; having first 

lived here from 1979, shortly after his marriage to Judith, a local farmer’s daugh-

ter. They then spent much of their life overseas, as his job with British-American 

Tobacco Company took him first to West Africa and then South America, buying 

and selling tobacco. In 1984, a permanent UK posting prompted a move to East 

Marden and the rural life, whilst still having Chichester at hand as ‘their town’.  

After 32 years with BAT, John seized the offer of early retirement and re-trained 

as an RYA Yachtmaster Instructor [sail]. Since National Service in the Royal Na-

vy, where he learned to sail and navigate, recreational sailing had always been a 

favourite pastime. Now at last, there was the opportunity to make his hobby a full-time occupation. To be near 

the boat, John and Judith moved to Emsworth and ran a small, but successful sailing school for nine years. Af-

ter a brief period living in Scotland, they returned South in 2010, this time to central Chichester.  

He still sails the local waters and they both enjoy walking and cycling, exploring the local countryside. Their 

greatest pleasure and privilege is living right in the heart of this compact cathedral city and being able to walk 

or cycle for all daily needs.  John is now an active advertising manager for the newsletter and, for those of you 

who renew annually, he will have been in contact recently as membership secretary! 
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We like a good murder! 

 

Colin Channon, Editor of the Chichester Observer, came to the AGM to tell us what 

makes a good local paper - and exposed some of the hidden fascinations of Cicestrians! 

Sarah Quail picks out what interested her. 

Colin Channon, Editor of The 

Chichester Observer, was an en-

tertaining speaker at the Society’s 

AGM on Wednesday 17 October, 

2012.  

A Gosport man, Colin began his 

career on Portsmouth’s Evening 

News, as it was then called, cover-

ing sports stories. He came to The 

Chichester Observer via the edi-

torship of The News’ Saturday 

sports title. His life has been domi-

nated of late in Chichester by the 

move from broadsheet to tabloid 

format but with that historic devel-

opment now behind him he was 

able to muse this evening on the 

role of local newspapers.  

What do Cicestrians like? 

We are a very gentle community 

here in Chichester, Colin said, but 

we do like a good murder – noth-

ing too gruesome, unlike some of 

our neighbouring communities, 

and not too much, please, about 

the sordid details of the Bognor 

drugs scene, but give us a good 

murder and we’ll clear the news-

stands! What else distinguished his 

readership? We are certainly capa-

ble of being roused to fury and he 

cited the biggest peace-time march 

in the history of this city - to save 

St Richard’s Hospital A&E De-

partment.   

Campaigning in Chichester 

He was very proud of the coverage 

his paper gave that campaign and 

he reminded his audience that a 

local paper can really galvanise 

opinion. Other recent  and success-

ful campaigns have included not 

only saving St Richard’s but resur-

recting Chichester’s  Christmas 

Lights and celebrating local 

achievement through business 

awards, ‘Women of the Year’ and 

best neighbour schemes. 

A good local paper has a future 

With a judicious mix of news and 

features: from Westminster and 

County Hall, from parish halls, 

recreation grounds and sports 

fields, and  from WI meetings, lo-

cal amenity groups and the general 

public, the Johnson Press’s titles in 

this part of West Sussex have 

bucked  the national trend. Far 

from deserting their local paper for 

on-screen news rivals, people in 

Chichester have continued to sup-

port their newspaper, and sales 

have more than held their own. 

They have even improved in some 

areas locally.  

But Colin argued that it was not 

just editorial policy which guaran-

teed a successful title.  It was also 

the quality of the men and women 

in the news rooms.  He sent his 

rookie reporters out to meet and 

interview members of the public, 

and he defied them not to be 

moved by the often harrowing and 

unsettling stories which they 

would hear - and be expected to 

report. At the same time he also 

expected them to develop respect 

for their readership.  

In short, you could argue, a suc-

cessful local newspaper is a part-

nership, or perhaps a symbiotic 

relationship might be a better way 

of putting it, between a paper and 

its readership. 

Reminders of ‘Observer’ campaigns: 

the march for St Richards, and the 

Xmas Lights. Centre: Colin Channon 
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AGM Reports 

 

Summarised versions of the reports which were presented at the AGM,  for the benefit of 

those who were unable to get there. Full versions are published on the Society’s website 

Chairman’s Report 

 
Our Chairman, Richard Childs, 

commenced his annual report by 

reviewing the major developments 

affecting Chichester. He likened it 

to the film Zulu in being surround-

ed on all sides by developers, 

whilst the District Council was 

concentrating on complying with 

the National Planning Policy 

Framework (NPPF) and producing 

its Local Plan. 

Appropriate development? 

He contrasted the developers of 

the Shopwyke Lakes development 

and their consultative approach to 

that of the Daffodil Field develop-

ers who had adopted a much more 

aggressive approach. 

On both the matter of the NPPF 

and the District Council’s Interim 

Policy Statement on Housing: Fa-

cilitating Appropriate Develop-

ment, he commended David Wil-

son’s articles in the past two edi-

tions of the Society’s Newsletter.  

He reiterated the Society’s posi-

tion in supporting significant de-

velopment on brown field sites in 

Chichester, Tangmere and South-

bourne and supporting small infill 

building in surrounding villages. 

The Society & greenfield land 

He reaffirmed the Society’s oppo-

sition to development on green 

field land in the Lower Lavant 

Valley. Community Planning ex-

ercises such as evidenced with the 

Shopwyke Lakes development 

were welcomed by the Society. 

Other issues 

He recorded that the Society had 

commented on many issues during 

the year, including Sunday car 

parking charges, charges for pub-

lic conveniences, bus service re-

ductions, and waste management. 

He also commented on ongoing 

irritants such as A-Boards and 

street traders and the difficulties in 

resolving these problems. 

Positive Initiatives 

On a positive note, he welcomed 

the establishment of the Chiches-

ter Business Improvement District 

(BID), the return of Christmas 

lights to the city, phase 1 of the 

New Park Centre and the Chiches-

ter Walls Walk. 

Thanks to John Pavitt 

In thanking his colleagues for their 

help and support, he made particu-

lar reference to the invaluable 

work of John Pavitt in monitoring 

planning applications during the 

year. Though John was standing 

down from the Executive Com-

mittee, the Chairman welcomed 

John’s continued monitoring of 

applications. 

Our 40th Anniversary 

Looking forward to 2013 and the 

Society’s 40th anniversary year, 

Richard promised that the Society 

would be arranging a number of 

events for members. He appealed 

for more members to support their 

Society through offering their help 

in any capacity. He concluded by 

hoping members would put their 

trust in him as Chairman for an-

other year. 

Richard Childs 

The next battle but one?  

Oldplace Farm by the Lavant  

MEMBERSHIP FIGURES August 31 2012 August 31 2011 

Annual Members 540 (in 387 households) 520 (in 378 households) 

Life members 249 (in 183 households) 236 (in 174 households) 

Total members 789 (in 570 households) 756 (in 562 households) 
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Secretary’s Report 

From the Secretary’s perspective 

six main themes sum up the life of 

the Society since the 2011 AGM, 

particularly as expressed by the 

work of the Executive Committee. 

Civic relationships have contin-

ued to be very important to the life 

of the Society and regular contact 

has been maintained with the City 

and District Councils, the South 

Downs National Park Authority 

and the Chichester Conservation 

Area Advisory Committee. Rela-

tionships are also being nurtured 

with voluntary groups. 

A very full work load with the 

Executive Committee fully occu-

pied by frequent on-site visits to 

assess planning applications; meet-

ings with local councils, develop-

ers and consultants; policy consul-

tations organised by central and 

local governments; and keeping 

fully informed of frequent changes 

to planning legislation and policy. 

Member events have been well 

supported, notably the concert and 

reception at Edes House in No-

vember 2011, and for which our 

thanks are due to Joanna Emerson 

and her Quillet Quartet who made 

no charge for their performance; 

while on a warm afternoon in May 

members enjoyed a pleasant trip on 

the Chichester Canal.  

Planning and planning applica-

tions: the Executive Committee 

reviewed over 115 significant ap-

plications as noted below. 

Good communications 

have continued to be es-

sential, the Newsletter be-

coming the principal 

means of contact with our 

members and other well-

wishers across Chichester 

and area. The Newsletter 

is complemented by the 

Society’s website and 

thanks are due to Ray Lan-

dells for his help and com-

mitment with this.  

Anniversaries have understanda-

bly been affected by the Queen’s 

2012 Jubilee, but for this Society 

2013 has greater significance with 

this being the 40th year since its 

creation in 1973. The Executive 

Committee is planning several 

ways to celebrate. Read your 

newsletter for details! 

Anthony Quail 

Planning Report 

Applications and objections  

From October 2011 to September 

2012 the Executive Committee 

reviewed 115 of the more signifi-

cant applications on the society’s 

behalf and made 28 written objec-

tions.  

Changes to the planning system 

Changes introduced in the gov-

ernment’s planning policy will be 

seen locally in a new Local Plan 

published by Chichester District 

Council, expected in late 2014.  

Pending publication of the Local 

Plan, and to maintain a flow of 

planning applications for housing, 

the District Council has set out an 

interim policy with 17 conditions 

that apply to green-field site de-

velopment outside designated set-

tlement boundaries. This has pro-

duced a rush of applications that 

satisfy some but not all the 17 

conditions. So far, the Society’s 

Executive Committee has object-

ed to three: one that could lead to 

the coalescence of Tangmere and 

Boxgrove; one at Bracklesham; 

and one that would take in part of 

the strategic gap between Chich-

ester and Lavant also known as 

the ‘Daffodil Field’. 

Shopfronts and advertisements 

It would seem that the District 

Council regards its own guide-

lines as advisory rather than man-

datory, though these are intended 

to promote good design in the city 

centre.  We are also seeking the 

support of the Ambulance, Fire 

and Police services for the display 

of street numbers on shopfronts. 

Boxgrove Quarry 

The application submitted to 

West Sussex County Council for 

the refilling of Boxgrove Quarry 

with inert waste was rejected but 

an appeal is in progress. 

Chichester Festival Theatre 

The largest single-building pro-

ject that Chichester has seen for 

many years is the renewal of the 

Festival Theatre. The Theatre has 

consulted many local organisa-

tions, including the Chichester 

Society and we have given our 

support to the proposals. Planning 

and Listed Building Consent has 

been granted and preliminary 

work has already begun. 

John Pavitt 

The Quillet Quartet at our Edes 

House concert in November 2011 
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Treasurer’s Report 

RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS       STATEMENT        
  9/11-8/12  9/10-8/11      31 Aug 12  31 Aug 11   

INCOME      ASSETS        

Functions & Events      'OTHER' ASSETS       

 40th anniversary 400.00  0.00    Prepaid postage 1,081.30  684.93   

 
Functions & Events 

- Other 976.80  237.14    Total Other Assets 1,081.30  684.93   

Total Functions & Events 1,376.80  237.14           

Gift Aid on Subs & Donations 611.88  691.54   ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE      

Interest Income 20.34  27.83    HMRC Gift Aid -68.87  -68.87   

Newsletter Advertising Income 345.80  777.60    Other  -108.90  -108.90   

Subscriptions & Donations      TOTAL ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE -177.77  -177.77   

 Release, Life  Subs 733.78  754.79           

 Subs & Donations 3,230.50  3,569.25   CASH AT BANK AND IN HAND      

Total Subs & Donations 3,964.28  4,324.04    Current RBS 2,449.58  1,312.36   

TOTAL INCOME 6,319.10   6,058.15    Deposit CAFGold 13,159.64  13,939.65   

EXPENSES      Total Cash at bank and in hand 15,609.22  15,252.01   

Brochure 0.00  357.63   TOTAL CURRENT ASSETS 15,431.45   15,074.24   

EC and General Meetings 468.95  694.37           

Functions and Events Costs 1,167.73  582.28   CURRENT LIABILITIES       

Insurance 190.00  180.00   Life Member subs spread 0.00  733.78   

Newsletter costs 2,570.41  3,439.52   Prepaid Annual Subscriptions 0.00  48.00   

Office Admin expenses      Total Current Liabilities 0.00  781.78   

 Office Supplies 2.00  216.53           

 Postage 76.40  75.82   NET CURRENT ASSETS  15,431.45  15,074.24   

 Stationery 117.05  53.67   CURRENT AND 'OTHER' ASSETS 16,512.75  15,759.17   

 Telephone 0.00  4.25   NET ASSETS  16,512.75  15,759.17   

Total Office Admin expense 195.45  350.27           

Professional Services 0.35  0.00   FUNDS OF THE CHARITY      

Publication Costs 70.80  0.00    Unrestricted funds B/F 14,977.39  14,748.31   

Subs to Other Bodies 120.05  225.00    Surplus for the Year 1,535.36  229.08   

TOTAL EXPENSES 4,783.74  5,829.07   Total unrestricted funds 16,512.75  14,977.39   

SURPLUS 1,535.36  229.08           

              

  Examined and Approved by A.D. Rose FCCA of Watling and Hirst    

These are brief comments on the 

major differences between 2011 

and 2012. 

Income 

Subscription income decreased by 

8%, almost entirely due to a de-

crease in life memberships taken 

out. There was only one new life 

member in 2012. Advertising in-

come reverted to a typical value 

after the 2011 figure had been in-

flated by the success in attracting 

two large advertorials. 

Expenditure 

Newsletter costs apparently de-

creased because the payment for 

the September 2012 issue will be 

included in the 2013 accounts (see 

below). There was also a decrease 

in room hire for committee meet-

ings, as the 2012 hire had been 

paid in 2011 to anticipate a rise in 

charges. Subscriptions to other 

bodies was another decrease as in 

the previous year a donation of 

£100 was made towards the 

Christmas lights campaign. 

The Executive Committee ar-

ranged a number of events in this 

last year, not only to reflect mem-

bers’ interests but also with the 

intention that there would be more 

opportunities for the Committee to 

meet members.. There was a net 

expenditure of £191 on these 

events. The concert ran at a loss, 

the canal trip broke even and a talk 

on Trees in Chichester made a 

small profit.  

Balance 

The net surplus for the year in-

creased sharply, but £1155 of this 

is committed; a late payment for 

newsletter printing costs (£555) 

and a grant from WSCC (£400) 

towards a survey needed for re-

storing the mural in the underpass 

near Waitrose, a 40th anniversary 

project, towards which the Society 

has committed £200 of its own 

money. After deduction of these 

items, the surplus would be only 

£380, comparable with last year. 

New accounting rules prevent 

these items being carried forward 

in an apparently more appropriate 

manner. This should also be sub-

tracted from the total of assets on 

the balance sheet, for which 

£15357 therefore would be a more 

appropriate figure. 

 

David Wilson 
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If you don’t want to cut up the 

page, take the newsletter to Patis-

serie Valerie to activate the offer. 

THE CHICHESTER SOCIETY 

Registered Charity No 268055 

T  01243 776757  E chisoc@hotmail.com 
 

Patron: The Mayor of Chichester 

President: David Goodman 

Vice-President: Joy Crawshaw 
 

Chairman: Richard Childs 

Vice-Chairman: John Templeton  

Secretary: Anthony Quail 

Treasurer: David Wilson  

Members of the Executive Committee:  

 Rodney Chambers, Cédric Mitchell, Trevor Red-

man, Bill Sharp, Grace Taylor and John Wichers  

 

MEMBERSHIP 

Annual Membership: £5 by Standing Order; 

£7 by cheque 

Under-18s: £2.50 

Joint Membership (double): £8.00 by Standing 

Order; £10 by cheque 

Corporate membership: £100 (one-off payment) 

Life Membership (60 and over): 

£75 single; £100 joint 
 

Applications for membership and annual  

subscriptions to the  Treasurer,  
11 North Walls, Chichester  PO19 1DA  
T  01243 536725   

E  david@northwalls.demon.co.uk 
 

Editor: David Wilson Editorial Committee: Rich-

ard Childs, Anthony Quail, Bill Sharp, John Temple-

ton, John Wichers, 

Letters or Emails to the Editor 11 North Walls, 

Chichester PO19 1DA or by email to  

david@northwalls.demon.co.uk 

Neither the Editorial  Sub-Committee nor the Society 

necessarily subscribe to the views expressed by our 

contributors, but we believe that all shades of  

opinion should be expressed in this newsletter. The 

Editorial Committee reserves the right to edit as 

necessary any submitted articles and letters.  

 

Published by The Chichester Society and printed by 

PurCoprint,  132 Bath Road, Reading RG30 2EU 

PLEASE HELP THE SOCIETY 

We need to recruit a few more 

‘stuffers’, the people who put 

your newsletters in envelopes and 

post them. It takes a couple of 

hours, on the first Friday in the 

month of publication (Mar, Dec, 

Jun, Sep) - and you are allowed 

leave of absence!  

 

Please contact Bill Sharp, 790077 


