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From Gravel Pit to Waterpark? 

The search continues for suitable sites around Chichester where housing 

could be built to satisfy ever-present demand. Could the development of 

Shopwyke Lakes provide an answer without eroding valuable countryside?  
 

Executive Committee members John Pavitt, Anthony Quail and John Tem-

pleton went on your behalf to the consultation organised by the developer 

in July. John Pavitt’s report is on the centre pages ... 

What’s happening for you! 

The  completion of work on the Walls under the Heritage Lottery Fund bid, 

supported throughout by the Society, culminates in a FREE event  in the Bish-

op‘s Palace Gardens on the evening of Saturday 10th September. Not only 

this, but a number of historic buildings ad sites around Chichester will be open 

under the national  Heritage Open Days scheme that weekend.… see page 18. 
 

With the very kind offer of some of our members who are professional musi-

cians, we have organised a concert in Ede‘s House on  24th November … see 

page 19. 
 

Put the date of our AGM in your diary now! It will be held in the Assembly 

Room in North Street on Wednesday October 12th, and we have invited  

Jonathan Church, Artistic Director of the Festival Theatre to talk about its fu-

ture …  see back page. 
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We’d like to see it happen ... 

Chisore Mk. 1 
 

Before this winter‘s bad weather, West Sussex 

County Council should do something about the 

lumps of tarmac which are disfiguring the paving 

in the historic city centre.   

 

We asked WSCC back in May, and were told that 

there is a ‗structured programme of repairs‘. How 

long does it take to re-instate a few paving 

stones? (Answer – about 10 years in the case of 

Westgate, since tarmac patching replaced the 

bricks there.)  

 

Perhaps an unstructured programme – sending a 

man out with some mortar and some paving 

stones (or sand and bricks), and telling him not to 

come back until he‘s used them up – would actu-

ally get better and quicker results? 

Chisore Mk. 2 
 

After many years waiting for new bus shelters 

in West Street, we were delighted when they 

were replaced by two smart 'heritage' shelters a 

few years ago. The upper photo shows one of 

them being given a good clean and scrub on 20 

June 2008. This is possibly the last time they 

have been cleaned judging from the bird drop-

pings and secretion from the lime trees on the 

glass roofs, as seen in the lower photo taken in 

June 2011.  

 

Perhaps whoever is responsible for the shelters 

(maybe the major bus company or one of our 

three Councils?) could be prompted to give 

them another wash and brush-up?  

But credit where it’s 

due ... 
 

We were delighted to see that 

the fingerposts with their faded 

and flaking messages have been 

given a smart coat of paint. Just 

the thing that visitors to our city 

will  

appreciate! 

 

A pat on the back for Chichester 

District Council. 
 

John Templeton &  

David Wilson 
Shelters in 2008  (top) and 2011 

Patchwork tarmac repairs in 

East Street by the Cross 

Newly painted sign in West St. 
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The Chapel Street Saga 
 

A little history 
 

Chichester Council built the original 

Clinic in 1930. It was run by the 

Council Medical Officer, Dr. Smed-

ley. The day-to-day business of the 

clinic was managed by Sister Harris 

who treated patients for nits, scabies, 

minor ailments and dressings, helped 

by the Queen‘s Nurses (now known 

as District Nurses), who were all 

single girls in a hostel at 1, Cawley 

Road. 

 

During the war, the building became  

a day nursery for women working in 

factories, or the Land Army. On 10th 

February 1943 German bombs de-

stroyed the Girls School and dam-

aged other buildings in Chapel 

Street, but the clinic and Cathedral 

remained undamaged. 
 

Post-war developments 
 

After the war the clinic became the 

centre for all infant developmental 

tests. District nurses, school nurses 

and health visitors all used the prem-

ises. Family Planning clinics began 

in 1960, and at the first session there 

were three staff – the chairman, a 

doctor and a nurse – heavily outnum-

bering the one patient! 

 

After the rebuilding of the clinic in 

2000 the services provided included 

family planning, audiology, enuresis 

clinic, speech and language therapy, 

podiatry, domiciliary physiotherapy, 

community mental health including 

clinical and counselling psychology, 

art therapy and occupational therapy. 
 

NHS Trusts in conflict 
 

In hindsight, it seems a bad move 

that control of the premises was 

handed exclusively to the Sussex 

Partnership Trust (SPT), who run the 

Community Mental Health service 

and thus were the major player. Oth-

er Trusts run individual clinics e.g. 

the Family Planning Clinic by the 

Western Sussex Hospitals Trust and 

the Audiology Clinic by the Ports-

mouth Hospitals Trust. At the time, 

it was assumed that the other clinics 

could continue as there was plenty of 

space for all, and indeed the SPT 

has not wanted to use the clinic ex-

tensively until now. 
 

However, with the aim of using 

‗its‘ premises more effectively, and 

thereby conforming to the pressure 

to make efficiency savings in the 

NHS, the SPT has decided to con-

centrate its activities on a number 

of ‗hubs‘. This makes sense consid-

ered in isolation, but ignores both 

the intention of those who provided 

a central clinic for the people of 

Chichester in the first place, and the 

problems created for the other 

Trusts who have been sharing the 

building. 
 

Why retain mixed use? 
 

The great advantage of a central site 

is that it is readily accessible by 

public transport, an important fea-

ture for a number of clinics whose 

patients are elderly or have mobility 

problems. In token of this, the Au-

diology clinic, for instance, has the 

lowest percentage of non-attended 

appointments of comparable clinics 

anywhere. Young people who want 

to visit the Family Planning clinic 

may well be easily put off by em-

barrassment, and having to find 

their way out of town to other 

premises is unlikely to encourage 

attendance. 
 

There is also the cost factor. Mov-

ing just one typical clinic can cost 

£100,000 in conversion costs to in-

clude   disabled access and clinical 

storage. In the case of the Audiology 

clinic, the cost would be even great-

er as a new soundproofed room 

would be needed to replace the one 

built only two years ago (one has to 

ask why Portsmouth Hospitals Trust 

didn‘t insist on a secure lease before 

embarking on this). 
 

What we asked for 
 

The issue only came to the Society‘s 

attention in May as NHS protocols 

prevent their staff from speaking 

freely, even though notice to quit 

had been given last November. We 

publicised the matter in the Chiches-

ter Observer, and wrote to the 

WSCC Health Overview Committee 

and Andrew Tyrie M.P., as well as 

to the SPT, and hope that some pres-

sure can be generated from above to 

retain community facilities at Chap-

el Street. So far, the deadline to quit 

has been extended for some of the 

clinics for whom the move would 

create most problems. We would 

like the eventual outcome to be that 

such clinics could remain, using a 

small part of what is a very large 

building, with the SPT using the 

remainder. 

 

David Wilson 

The Chapel Street Clinic—an unwanted re-organisation? 
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Problems for Retailers 
 

These are dark days for retailers, 

with some major chains going to 

the wall, numbers of empty shops 

reported in many centres, and 

thousands of jobs disappearing.  

 

Here in Chichester, the retailing 

sector, and the owners of the 

premises in which it operates - in 

most cases these days, two differ-

ent animals - have a role which is 

considerably more important than 

those in most other towns and cit-

ies. This is because many of them 

occupy historic buildings, and a 

prosperous local economy is vital 

to ensure the upkeep.  

 

The Chichester Scene 
 

For many years, Chichester's city 

centre has been a vibrant one, and 

I hope it stays that way, but con-

tinuing success is certainly not 

guaranteed. We have seen our 

main streets lose a lot of the vari-

ety they once had, with out of 

town superstores killing off  the 

traditional butchers, grocers, fish-

mongers and greengrocers, and 

How can the City Centre prosper? 

now the internet hitting some 

other forms of retailing, such as 

books and CD sales.  

 

Women's outfitters are reckoned 

to be relatively immune, because 

their clientele likes to see, touch, 

try on, and possibly even smell, 

the goods, which is one reason 

why we have so many of  them. 

And of course the restaurant and 

cafe sector seems to go from 

strength to strength - some may 

feel they are over-dominant, but 

they seem to draw in the cus-

tomers, and are infinitely prefer-

able to empty buildings.  

 

Practical Solutions 
 

However, incentives should be 

sought to help keep the shop tills 

jingling, and one of these could 

involve business rates. At pre-

sent local authorities collect this 

cash and passes it on to the Gov-

ernment of the day, which then 

hands a proportion of it back, 

after siphoning off a large chunk 

to dish out in other parts of the 

country reckoned to be more in 

need than we are. In the past,  

some of these other parts are re-

puted to have been marginal con-

stituencies where the Government 

has had a slender majority or 

stands a good chance of winning 

the seat. There is a strong case for 

more, if not all, of the cash to be 

retained by the local authorities, 

and ring-fenced for spending on 

business-related services, not just 

retailing, and growth incentives.  

 

Heaven forbid, perhaps the rates 

could even be reduced in times of 

severe economic difficulty. After 

all, if businesses are forced to shut 

down, tax revenues will drop even 

faster. Landlords should also be 

aware of the danger of killing the 

goose that lays the golden egg, 

and take a realistic view when 

their rent reviews come round.  

 

With a Reservation! 
 

I'm all for giving businesses as 

much freedom as possible from 

rules and regulations and being 

allowed to get on with it, but with 

one minor, parochial caveat:  A-

boards. I have heard the argument 

that a clampdown by the local au-

thorities on these illegal eyesores 

should not be implemented in dif-

ficult economic times, when trad-

ers are up against it.  

 

I would argue, however, that the 

present over-abundance is self-

defeating. There are so many of 

them that they effectively cancel 

each other out, and are just a pain 

in the neck for pedestrians - irri-

tating pavement obstructions to be 

negotiated. If anything, they are 

more likely to put people off a 

stroll round the city centre, rather 

than stimulating trade. Up with 

shopkeepers! Down with A-

boards!  

Cicestrian 
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The average ‘footfall’  for each day of the week in Chichester. 

The figures along the bottom are the number of people passing an auto-

matic camera in East Street. Note the progressive decline  every year for 

every day of the week since 2007, e.g. on Saturday  from 54700 to 36500 
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Not everyone likes the new museum 

One of our members was provoked by Cicestrian in the June issue! 

I beg to differ 
 

The anonymous 'Cicestrian' in an 

article in the last number of the 

Newsletter finds the new Chichester 

District Museum, alias the Novium, 

‗appealing‘.  To many residents and 

visitors ‗appalling‘ would seem a 

better adjective.  It‘s hard to guess 

the reason for 'Cicestrian'‘s enthusi-

asm because of anonymity.  Maybe 

he/she is also an architect, with an 

ingrained preference for the 

'unusual and new', as he/she puts it. 

 

The arguments used in the article to 

defend the design are unfortunately 

quite irrelevant.  The new site close 

to the cathedral is certainly better 

placed than the old one in Little 

London, missed by many visi-

tors .  The Roman baths excavated 

in Tower Street nearly 40 years ago 

deserved display, and the new 

building will not only include them 

but also make them visible out of 

hours.  It will be a boost to tourism, 

whose importance for the local 

economy no-one would challenge. 

 

An Unsympathetic Style 

 

But which of those considerations 

required a building so wildly un-

sympathetic to its surroundings in 

both scale and architectural style?  

It‘s not at all surprising, alas, that 

some district councillors have 

called it ‗iconic‘.  Inevitably, too, it 

will gather architectural awards; 

such rebarbative schemes often do. 

 

The Museum‘s materials are those 

routinely favoured by Modernist 

architects: concrete and glass.  Most 

of the frontage consists of panels of 

precast concrete cladding called 

Techcrete.  To my eye these have 

an unpleasant appearance; they‘re 

uneven in colour, with streaks and 

stains, and rain gives them a 

blotchy effect.  Lacking 

mouldings, they are without 

the shadows that give life to 

façades of buildings in tradi-

tional styles; though a deep 

projection at one point para-

doxically throws a heavy one 

in sunny weather, making an 

odd contrast. 

 

Massing and fenestration are 

random, also in Modernist 

fashion.  Two features are bi-

zarre; has ‗Cicestrian‘ noticed 

them?  The bottoms of the first

-floor windows, because of a 

projection beneath them, are 

completely obscured.  And 

when you approach the build-

ing from the south, perspective 

causes both the vertical and the 

horizontal lines of the façade 

to go quite askew. 

 

Pastiche or Classical? 
 

Could not a more appropriate 

architectural style have been 

chosen?  'Cicestrian' doesn't like 

what he/she intemperately calls 

'pseudo Georgian pastiche'.  But 

on sensitive sites, and especially 

in a Conservation Area, is it al-

ways preferable to have Le Cor-

busier pastiche (as someone 

might unkindly label the Novi-

um) or Alvar Aalto pastiche 

(ditto the Pallant House Gallery 

extension – and indeed the Brit-

ish Library by the same architect, 

Sir Colin St John Wilson)? 

 

Good examples 
 

Chichester‘s Roman connections 

might well have suggested some-

thing here in continuing classical 

style.  The city centre has two 

fine specimens from the 1920s 

and 30s: the Halifax (formerly 

National Provincial) Bank in East 

Street and the Post Office in 

West Street.  Nor is classicism 

dead today as Modernists would 

like to think.   

 

Continued on page  15 

“Perspective causes vertical and horizontal lines to go askew” 
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A Welcome to ‘Transition Chichester’ 

The ‘Transition’ movement, supporting Green activities and 

localism in many towns, is now well established here 

There comes a key moment for 

every Transition Town when the 

Transition group feels it has 

gathered enough momentum to 

celebrate. In Transition speak, 

this is known as ‗the great un-

leashing‘. This is the point where 

a metaphorical post is hammered 

into the ground, saying here we 

are, this is what we‘ve achieved, 

this is where we‘re going.  

 

Transition Chichester is celebrat-

ing this moment by holding a 

Green Fair on October 29. Like 

the Transition movement itself, 

the event is rapidly gathering 

momentum. At first our plans 

were relatively modest. The 

event would showcase different 

Transition activities: Garden 

Share, Grow Your Own, Energy, 

Re-skilling and so on. Then a 

Children‘s Corner, a Fairtrade 

Café and a small film studio 

showing environmental films 

were added, and the decision was 

taken to invite local interest 

groups such as Chi Cycle, and 

the Chichester Society.  

 

Throughout the process we‘ve 

received considerable help from 

the District Council and as news 

of the event spread, we were ap-

proached by other groups like the 

Community Car Club and the 

Environmental Strategy Unit, 

who wanted to join in. Once 

more, we decided to expand. 

 

So our plans are still evolving. 

But one thing we can promise: it 

will be a community event focus-

ing on green issues, with some-

thing of interest for all. 

 

Julia Sander 

But pressure on resources still rises 

A new Local Development Framework Consultation is just 

starting, to determine which sites may be developed 

Have your say! 

Chichester District Council is 

consulting residents about the 

provision of new housing, its 

location and quantity, vital issues 

for the health of our community. 

The consultation period is quite 

brief and lasts from 26 August 

to 23 September 2011 – so it 

will have begun by the time you 

receive this magazine. Time is 

therefore limited if readers wish 

to make their views known. 

 

The Council‘s draft planning 

strategy (or Core Strategy, one 

of several documents collective-

ly known as the Local Develop-

ment Framework, or LDF) co-

vers many subjects: this consul-

tation about housing is therefore 

part of a bigger programme of 

taking soundings among resi-

dents. A plan is necessary, be-

cause if none is forthcoming, the 

Government says that the initia-

tive will pass to the developers 

to promote their favourite sites. 

 

The Main Issues 
 

Details are presented in Housing 

Numbers and Locations, a 50 

page consultation briefing pub-

lished last month that Chichester 

Society members can download 

from the Council‘s web site at 

www.chichester.gov.uk. The sce-

ne is set by explaining that de-

mand for housing across Chich-

ester District is strong, especially 

for affordable housing because 

there are around 5,000 house-

http://www.chichester.gov.uk/XXXXXXXXX
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holds on the housing waiting list; 

asks how many new homes of all 

kinds may be needed; and re-

minds readers that approved de-

velopments such as Graylingwell 

(750 homes) are making a sub-

stantial contribution. It suggests 

the number of new homes that 

may be required annually and 

where development could take 

place over the coming years. 

 

How many houses? 
 

The briefing paper sets out a 

range of yearly housing supply 

totals for the District, excluding 

the area covered by the new Na-

tional Park. For the southern part 

of the District, which includes 

Chichester, there are five annual 

options or targets suggested: 305, 

330, 355 (the original approved 

target that is now under review), 

380 and 415 dwellings. A further 

three much smaller annual targets 

are proposed for the north of 

Chichester District outside the 

National Park.  

 

A questionnaire on housing num-

bers is included so that readers 

can express their views. 

 

Where do houses go? 
 

Location is potentially the most 

sensitive issue. The consultation 

paper confirms that proposals 

will be affected by strategic in-

fluences, notably road conges-

tion and the capacity of local 

sewerage processing works. Po-

tential housing locations identi-

fied in the south of the District 

are: 

 Areas to the NE of  the  City  

 Adjoining the City at Port-

field or Shopwhyke (including  

Shopwyke Lakes – see page 10) 

 Tangmere 

 East Wittering & Brack-

lesham, Selsey and Southbourne 

 Other areas in the south of 

the district, not yet determined.. 

 

Readers are presented with five 

options to consider. The first 

option suggests that development 

could focus on Chichester City 

and Tangmere, while the remain-

ing four options provide combina-

tions of these possibilities. Read-

ers can comment on these alterna-

tives by answering a question-

naire.  

 

How do I get heard? 
 

The Council is encouraging resi-

dents to make their views known 

using the District Council‘s Inter-

net website; but paper copies of 

the questionnaire can also be re-

turned to Freepost Chichester 

LDF – the deadline for responses 

is 23 September 2011. Should you 

experience problems downloading 

the consultation paper, or in re-

sponding on-line, the Council‘s 

contact number for help and ad-

vice is (01243) 534571. 

 

Your Executive Committee will 

be responding to this consultation 

on behalf of the Society, and we 

will report to you further in the 

December edition of this Newslet-

ter.  Please send any views which 

you would like them to consider to 

the Secretary (44 Westgate, 

Chichester, PO19 3EU or by email 

to chisoc@hotmail.com) 
.  

Greenfield sites (Whitehouse Farm from Centurion Way, 2007, above)  

or brownfield sites (Graylingwell in 2010, below)? Your choice! 
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We congratulate Tony French on his appointment as Mayor, and welcome him 

as the Society‘s official patron. 

 

Councillor French has a long involvement in civic affairs in Chichester and was 

co-opted to the City Council in 1975.  After failing to win a seat in 1976 he was 

successful in 1979 - standing as a Liberal Democrat - for the East Ward of 

Chichester and has represented the Ward ever since.  He was also Mayor in 

1985-86 and has been Chairman of the Finance Committee since 2008.  He also 

sits on the Chichester District Council for East Ward and was Chairman of 

Chichester District Council for the four years 1995-99, when the Liberal Demo-

crats were the largest party. 

 

He has long service with many Chichester Institutions – in 1964 he helped found 

the Chichester Racquets and Fitness Club, has since held every office and is 

now President and Chairman of the Trustees.  The New Park Community and Arts Association was estab-

lished in 1974 and he was a Trustee from then until a new Constitution was adopted in 2008.  He has been a 

Trustee and Honorary Treasurer of the Chichester Welfare Trust since 1988 and holds the same posts with the 

St Pancras Community Trust. He was a Board Member of the Festival Theatre for ten years, spent twelve 

years on the Chichester Festivities Management Committee and has just resigned after twelve years as a Trus-

tee of Pallant House Gallery.  He is a Vice-President of Chichester Canal Trust, helps the Southdowns Plane-

tarium in its fundraising and is also High Constable of the St Pancras Corporation (The Wheelbarrow Club). 

WE REMEMBER NIGEL PURCHASE 1940 - 2011   

Nigel Purchase, longstanding 

member of the Chichester Socie-

ty, died on 21 May after a long 

battle against cancer. A true Cic-

estrian, his father Russell Pur-

chase owned the family firm Pur-

chases wine merchants, founded 

in Chichester in 1780. At the Pre-

bendal School his art teacher was 

David Goodman, later founder of 

the Chichester Society, who en-

couraged his artistic talents.  

 

Until a few years ago Nigel 

owned the Eastgate Gallery in 

The Hornet. He became a local 

celebrity in the 1970's painting 

commemorative paintings of the 

city's main streets and other lo-

calities including the Minerva 

Theatre and Stansted House, 

filled with well-known local peo-

ple, all clearly recognisable.  

 

Nigel joined the Executive Com-

mittee in 1995 and became Vice- 

Chairman in October 1997. As 

his contribution to the Society's 

25th anniversary celebrations in 

1998, Nigel gave an exhibition 

of portrait painting, in front of an 

invited audience!  

 

He was Chairman of the Hornet 

& St Pancras Association in the 

1990's when major developments 

were proposed for the Eastgate 

area, highlighting the concerns of 

businesses and residents on the 

traffic-filled streets of the Gyra-

tory, for which a solution has not 

yet been found, still, alas, await-

ing a solution.. 

 

Last year Nigel held a demonstra-

tion of his work to celebrate his 

70th birthday, and when I asked 

him how he could paint such ac-

curate likeness of people, yet lit-

tle larger than Lowry figures, he 

said he didn't know! 

 

We mourn the passing of a true 

gentlemen, invariably calm and 

courteous, and offer our condo-

lences to his children Melissa and 

Hugo and to their families.  

Nigel's French wife Martine, who 

he met through the Chichester-

Chartres twinning, sadly died 

some years ago, and was herself 

an accomplished artist. 

 

 John Templeton 

INTRODUCING COUNCILLOR TONY FRENCH  

MAYOR OF CHICHESTER 2011 - 12 

„Westgate Fields‟ by Nigel  Purchase 
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Support for Rolls Royce 
In 2001, proposals to develop a 

brand new manufacturing facility 

to the north east of the city were 

very controversial in Chichester. 

Even before becoming Chairman, 

Tony took a leading part in resolv-

ing the issue. The approach taken 

was to reject the idea that a Rolls 

Royce plant would be ‗Dagenham 

of the Downs‘ and to argue for the 

huge economic benefits of a well 

planned and sensitive design. The 

Executive Committee decided to 

support the planning application 

and today we see the successful 

outcome, with Rolls Royce being 

another landmark in this part of 

West Sussex. 

 

Too many houses! 
Battling against the County‘s draft 

Structure Plan was the next big 

issue for him: nearly 8,000 new 

homes were planned for Chiches-

ter District over 15 years to 2016, 

an annual average of 533. The So-

ciety opposed these proposals,  

Tony writing a forceful leading 

article in the September 2002 edi-

tion of the Newsletter titled 

‗Saving our City‘. By then the 

Chairman, his contribution to evi-

dence for the Government Plan-

ning Inspector resulted in the 

eventual abandonment of these 

proposals. Today, after long de-

lays, housing numbers are once 

again surfacing (see pages 6 and 

10-11). 

 

Revamping the Newsletter 
Later in 2002 Tony worked with 

Bill Sharp to redesign the News-

letter, learning desktop publish-

ing skills to save the Society ex-

pensive commercial design 

costs. Two years later Tony took 

over the editorship and succes-

sive improvements included full 

colour printing in 2009. If the 

Society ‗punches above its 

weight‘ a substantial reason is 

the positive regard for the News-

letter and Tony‘s personal input 

must be acknowledged. 

 

More campaigns 
During 2003 the Society under 

Tony‘s leadership attacked pro-

posals for a large clubbing venue 

in Terminus Road. Close liaison 

with Southgate Residents even-

tually resulted in planning per-

mission being refused. Other 

campaigns at this time included 

opposition to an incinerator at 

Portfield, better designs for the 

redevelopment of the Shippams‘ 

site, and traffic issues such as a 

banning cars within the City‘s 

historic centre, and park-and-

ride schemes. 

 

Anniversary celebrations 
The Society was established in 

October 1973 but it was decided 

to mark the 30th anniversary in 

June 2004. The Society hosted a 

lunch at Vicars Hall with guests 

including the Bishop of Chiches-

ter, a concert in the Cathedral 

and an exhibition in the Bishop‘s 

Kitchen. 

Continuing debates on housing 
During succeeding years there 

were many debates on the devel-

opment of new housing. Tony has 

overseen the Society‘s informed 

participation in public debates and 

reviews of planning applications. 

Some projects are underway while 

others are still being planned: 

Graylingwell Park, Rousillon Bar-

racks, the Osborne site by the Ca-

nal Basin, the City Council Town 

Plan. All these developments and 

proposals are better because of the 

Society‘s constructive input. 

 

Gravel extraction & RAGE  
During 2007 the Society support-

ed the creation of RAGE, Resi-

dents Against Gravel Extraction, 

to oppose new extraction plans in 

the Lavant area. Tony took a lead-

ing part that included the design of 

the RAGE website; and later was 

one of six spokespeople at the 

County‘s Planning Committee 

meeting when the proposals were 

comprehensively rejected in 2009. 

 

A man of many parts 
Throughout much of this period 

Tony has also acted as Treasurer 

and as a result we are fortunate in 

having a very healthy bank ac-

count, which is an excellent foun-

dation for continuing the Society‘s 

work in Chichester and area. 

 

And not forgetting… 
Our thanks to Tony would not be 

complete without also including 

his wife who has, over the years, 

assisted Tony and the Society both 

directly and indirectly. Thank you 

Pam! 

 

David Wilson &  

Anthony Quail 

TONY DIGNUM – OUR THANKS AND BEST WISHES 
 

Members will know that Tony Dignum, the Society’s Chairman for more than eight energetic years, 

stood down from the Executive Committee when he was elected in May 2011 to Chichester City and 

District Councils. So we’re taking this opportunity to reminisce, and record Tony’s campaigning contri-

butions to the Society’s life, most of which have appeared as stories in the pages of this Newsletter. 
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Dreaming a Future for Shopwyke Lakes 

Executive Member John Pavitt reports on  his participation in a dynamic and 

positive Community Planning event held on 8 & 9 July.  

The Shopwyke Lakes Site 

Shopwyke Lakes (the Ordnance 

Survey spelling is used) is the 

name that has been given to the 

site, formerly owned by Tarmac 

on the edge of Chichester. The 

site – some 40 hectares or 100 

acres – lies between the Chiches-

ter by-pass and Shopwyke Vil-

lage to the east of Portfield. It is 

presently vacant following gravel 

extraction and its use for the man-

ufacture of precast concrete.  

Most of the land is as it was left 

by Tarmac, an unrestored shallow 

quarry bottom with a number of 

ponds – some that are permanent 

and some that fill and empty ac-

cording to the season – and much 

is covered with  thick concrete 

slabs. Natural revegetation has 

begun and a number of shrubs 

and small trees are established. 

The site will have to be made safe 

before it is redeveloped.  

The site is identified by Chiches-

ter District Council as suitable for 

residential development and it 

has been acquired by Hanbury 

Properties. As a first step, Han-

bury has appointed John Thomp-

son & Partners (JTP), architects 

and planners, to consult with 

community interests and to pre-

pare a planning application.  

The Community Event 

Having undertaken technical in-

vestigations, the planning team 

came to Chichester to lead a 

community planning weekend on 

the lines of a similar event under-

taken for a different client at 

Graylingwell in 2008. 

Public consultations on major 

development proposals are now 

commonplace but, too often, they 

take place after plans have been 

published. This means that the 

public has to react to concepts 

that have become set in the 

minds of their authors so that the 

process can lead to conflict rather 

than co-operation.  

In this case JTP came with a site 

plan that showed the land owned 

by Hanbury and adjoining sites in 

other ownerships. The 100 or so 

people who responded to the invi-

tation to the planning weekend 

discussed their ideas either in full 

session or small groups. Flip-

charts, sticky notes, magic mark-

ers, roving microphones and a 

busy photographer captured these 

ideas, which were put in context 

on a site tour. 

John Templeton, Anthony Quail 

and John Pavitt took part in the 

planning weekend on behalf of 

The Chichester Society 

From the first session it was clear 

that the A27 is a major constraint 

on development as well as the 

principal access to the area. Resi-

dents from the villages pointed 

out that before the A27 was up-

graded it was much easier for 

them to get to Westhampnett and 

Goodwood along the old Coach 

Road which is now cut off by the 

dual carriageway. It was soon ap-

parent that an attractive foot and 

cycle bridge was essential – a 

‗green‘ bridge that could also al-

low wildlife to pass over the A27 

and allow the Coach Road to be 

restored as a community route.. 

Connecting with established 

routes in Chichester was another 

problem. Proposed restrictions on 

movements at the Oving Road 

traffic lights would create both 

problems and opportunities. Diffi-

culties for local car journeys into 

Chichester might be balanced 

with reduced congestion for cy-

clists, pedestrians and residents 

along Oving Road B2144 towards 

the Hornet. Again a safe crossing 

of the A27 is essential and the 

authors of this article consider 

that a bridge will be needed. 

The Shopwyke Lakes site  as it was  in 2006, being operated as a  

quarry and recycling facility by Tarmac Ltd 
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It was a surprise to some Cicestri-

ans to learn of the strong commu-

nity links between the villages 

east of Chichester and how well 

Shopwyke Lakes could build on 

these for its new residents.  

A New Vision  

After two days of discussions the 

planning team worked over the 

weekend before reporting back to 

another meeting on 12 July with 

an indicative masterplan ―A New 

Vision for Shopwyke Lakes‖. 

The masterplan presented at the 

reporting back on shows that the 

site could accommodate a variety 

of housing types – About 500 

homes including ‗affordable‘ 

homes, ‗open market homes‘, re-

tirement homes and opportunities 

to work from home. Three perma-

nent lakes are proposed, linked by 

foot and cyclepaths set in a land-

scape framework. A neighbour-

hood centre could fit well with 

these lakes and a playing field. 

The masterplan also shows a ‗left 

turn in and out‘ connection to the 

A27 between the Coach Road and 

Portfield roundabout. Chichester 

Society  members who attended 

the weekend had doubts about this 

because through traffic moves at 

up to 70mph at this point. Perhaps 

the time has come to consider a 

50mph speed limit on the whole 

length of the Chichester by-pass, 

which is now an urban highway? 

Provision has been made for two 

adjoining sites but their develop-

ment would have to be subject to 

separate negotiations as they have 

different owners. One of these is 

the subject of a current planning 

application. The Chichester Socie-

ty has suggested that this should 

be put on hold until an overall 

plan has been agreed. 

As they did for Graylingwell, JTP 

intend to continue the consultation 

process through the formal plan-

ning application stages so that the 

proposals that they submit for 

Hanbury Properties, are fully un-

derstood by the people of Chich-

ester and the nearby villages. 

Looking to the Future 

Chichester District Council has 

now published its options for new 

residential development areas for 

public consultation. Shopwyke 

Lakes is a site that could fit in 

with some of these options and 

these proposals would allow some 

of the expected growth in the dis-

trict to be accommodated without 

using up more green fields. Your 

committee is cautiously optimistic 

that this development will be a 

useful step, and looks forward to 

further consultations. 

The outline masterplan which evolved after two days of community con-

sultation. The excluded areas are not owned by Hanbury Properties but 

might be included for housing at a later stage. That at top left is cur-

rently the subject of a separate retail planning application.  

(Illustration © and used by permission of Hanbury Properties and JTP) 

INTRODUCING … 
 

Hanbury Properties have  be-

tween the Directors over 50 years 

experience of working within and 

being based in Chichester and 

therefore have a thorough under-

standing of the issues and oppor-

tunities facing the city and its en-

virons.  They are committed to 

working with the best consultant 

teams, engaging closely with local 

stakeholders and communities in 

project delivery. 

 

John Thompson & Partners 

(JTP) is an international place-

making practice, with extensive 

experience of delivering success-

ful projects for both public and 

private sectors throughout the UK 

and abroad. The practice use par-

ticipatory techniques pioneered 

and honed over two decades to 

build collaborative Visions for 

projects with the very people who 

will go on to use them.  JTP are 

well known locally for their work 

at Graylingwell Park, notably the 

award winning community plan-

ning process they facilitated there. 
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Sussex Apples 

The South-East of England has al-

ways been known for its fruit 

growing, ever since Henry VIII 

decreed that his fruiterer, Richard 

Harris, should establish an orchard 

at Teynham in Kent. Henry was 

following the Continental taste for 

dessert fruit, as opposed to the ci-

der apples which were the West 

Country staple. It is recorded that 

he ‗fetched out of France a great 

store of graftes, especially pippins, 

before which time there were no 

pippins in England‘. 

 

Apples do not come true from 

seed, which offers the nurseryman 

opportunities to cross-pollinate and 

develop new varieties, sometimes 

deliberately, sometimes by grow-

ing on a chance seedling or 

‗wilding‘. The new variety can 

then be perpetuated by grafting. 

Sussex has played a large part in 

this process, with nearly 40 varie-

ties having their origins in Sussex. 

 

Golden Pippin  
 

This is the oldest variety with a 

Sussex origin. It was recorded by 

1629, and is associated with Par-

ham Park, near Storrington. By the 

eighteenth century it was widely 

planted and in great demand. Han-

nah Glasse, the cookery writer of 

that time, recommended it for mak-

ing jellies. Being a small, sweet 

and attractive golden apple, it 

could be poached whole as a tid-

bit.  

 

Its fame spread abroad, too. In the 

1770s, the Empress of Russia was 

buying it at a guinea a bushel. 

George Washington ordered it by 

name for his estate at Mount 

Vernon in Virginia, but like many 

English varieties it did not thrive in 

a more continental climate. These 

days it is considered too small to 

be attractive. 

A Sussex Apple?   
 

Granny Smith is an Australian 

apple, first noted in 1868. Like 

Mannington‘s Pearmain it was 

found growing from rotting ap-

ples, in this case on a farm at Ry-

de in New South Wales. Because 

of its resistance to bruising on the 

rough roads of the time, it soon 

became a favourite with farmers 

getting produce to market. In this 

country, however, it will not ripen 

fully unless there has been a long 

hot summer and autumn. 

 

Its discoverer was indeed Granny 

Smith, Maria Ann Smith, at that 

time in her 60s. However, Maria 

was born Maria Ann Sherwood at 

Peasmarsh near Rye, but emigrated 

in 1838. 

 

Russeted apples  
 

Sussex seems to be strongly asso-

ciated with rusted apples, that is, 

those with a roughened skin. Per-

haps the russet mutation arose in 

Sussex, and its genes have spread 

around the county? The best 

known of this type of  is the 

Egremont Russet, now widely 

available in shops, and with a dis-

tinctive flavour described as nutty 

or smoky. It was raised for Lord 

Egremont at Petworth, in the days 

when it was one-upmanship to pre-

sent your guests with a delicious 

The Golden Pippin at West Dean -  George Washington‟s favourite 

Granny Smith with her son, who 

persuaded her that the famous 

apple was worth growing 
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novelty on the supper table.  Even-

tually, in 1892, it found its way 

into the commercial catalogues. 

 

 It is possible to have too much 

russeting. Saltcote Pippin was 

raised in 1918 by James Hoad, a 

fruit grower at Rye. It  has a com-

mon parent with Cox‘s Orange, 

and combines Cox flavour with a 

russet exterior. Or there is Man-

nington‘s Pearmain, a chance find 

of a sapling in cider press waste at 

the smithy in Uckfield in 1770. 

Although the smith was a Mr 

Turley, it was popularised by his 

grandson John Mannington, the 

local butcher and amateur grower, 

and bears his name. Both of these 

may russet so much as to crack, so 

they do not keep well. 

 

The most russeted apple of all is 

the Knobby Russet, exhibited at 

the London Horticultural Society 

in 1820, by Mr Capron of Mid-

hurst. Here the russeting breaks 

out in warts all over the surface, 

and it has earned the title of the 

world‘s ugliest apple. The peel is 

indeed tough, but the flesh under-

neath tastes pleasant and lemony. 

Early and Late   

 
Hawkridge, from Hellingly near 

Hailsham in 1875, is one of the 

earliest eating apples. It has a 

sweet taste and is boldly striped 

which gives it a striking appear-

ance. It was said to be found in 

every orchard in east Sussex by 

the end of the century but has 

fallen out of favour. On the 

cooking side, the early apples are 

represented by Doctor Hogg, 

raised by Mr Ford, Head Garden-

er at Leonardslee some time be-

fore 1880, and named for the 

then Secretary of the RHS. 

 

Late apples seem to be a special-

ity of Crawley, perhaps because 

the area is a noted frost hollow, 

which would damage early varie-

ties. Both Crawley Beauty and 

Tinsley Quince (Tinsley is next 

to Gatwick) are late dessert ap-

ples. The latter does indeed have 

a flavour of quince when ripe, 

though not related. Crawley 

Beauty flowers on average 29 

days after the start of the blos-

som season – for comparison, 

Cox flowers 11 days after the 

The display of  some 60  apple varieties at the West Dean Apple Affair 

start and Egremont Russet 15 days 

after. It has been used in breeding 

programmes to develop late-

flowering apples to escape frosts. 

 

 

The orchards at West Dean Gar-

dens have 25 varieties of Sussex 

apples including the above, and 

nearly 100 varieties altogether. 

Named unusual varieties are on 

sale from now on, but the main 

event, the Apple Affair, is on Satur-

day 1st October and Sunday 2nd Oc-

tober, with talks, tours, tastings 

and apples, both fruit and trees, for 

sale. See the advertisement below. 

 

David Wilson (who also 

works as a volunteer in the West 

Dean Gardens) 
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Boxgrove Priory 

“It is a magical church full of echoes of French influence along the Sussex coast. Its crossing is a mystery of 

light and dark and the great Chancel is alive with Tudor roses and heraldry. The de la Warr chantry still 

contains beautiful early French motifs from a Book of Hours. These must be some of the best renaissance 

carvings in any English church. They make Boxgrove very special.” 

 

Sir Simon Jenkins, quoted in the Boxgrove Prioy Restoration Appeal  

History 

Boxgrove Priory was founded by 

Robert de la Haye, Lord of the 

Manor of Halnaker, around 1117, 

only fifty years after the Normans 

arrived in Sussex.  

The Priory Church, tucked away 

down a side road off the Roman 

Stane Street, was begun in the 

Twelfth Century by Benedictine 

monks, who established a cell of 

their mother house - Lessay in 

Normandy - on the site of an exist-

ing parish church 3 miles east of 

Chichester. Boxgrove was there-

fore an ‗alien priory‘ until it be-

came independent, having been 

seized by Edward III in 1339.  

The range of monastic buildings 

included a large and ambitious 

priory church. After Henry VIII 

dissolved the monasteries in 

1536, the property passed to 

Thomas West, 9th Lord de la 

Warr, Lord of the Manor of 

Halnaker and formerly patron 

of the priory. The ornate De la 

Warr Chantry Chapel, built in-

side the church in the 16th Cen-

tury, is a gem within a gem. 

West also commissioned the 

ceiling paintings at Boxgrove 

from the artist, Lambert Barnard, 

(c.1453 – 1567) who also painted 

the mural panels and ceiling 

paintings in Chichester Cathe-

dral. Barnard is thought to have 

been a citizen of Chichester.    

In the same century the church 

was reduced by the demolition of 

the nave leaving the former chan-

cel and transepts to serve Box-

grove as the Parish Church of St 

Mary and St Blaise ever since.  

The other buildings of the priory 

fell into decay but the priory 

guesthouse remains as an impres-

sive ruin that is now in the care 

of English Heritage. 

After various changes of owner-

ship, the Manor of Halnaker was 

joined to the Goodwood Estate of 

the Dukes of Richmond and the 

present duke has been its active 

patron. 

Restoration 

Following Victorian work by 

George Gilbert Scott, the need 

for further restoration became 

apparent as the 20th Century wore 

on and a major restoration pro-

ject was undertaken over ten 

years and completed in 2009 at a 

cost of around £750,000. The 

project was led by the Priest-in-

charge, Father Ian Forrester and 

the architect was Michael Drury. 

The project manager was Rich-

ard Chevis and the principal con-

tractor, L W Bettridge Ltd. 

A number of innovative tech-

niques and materials were used. 

For example, despite the height 

of the building, no internal or 

external scaffolding was re-
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Continued from page 5 

 

A Reply to Cicestrian 
 

A 21st-century example has just appeared next to 

Wren's St James's, Piccadilly, in London, designed 

by the firm of Winchester-based Robert Adam.  This 

represents an object lesson in how to fit new work 

into an urban site, from which Chichester‘s district 

councillors might have learned; each of the build-

ing‘s three frontages is carefully composed to 

acknowledge existing structures opposite or along-

side it.   

 

An article in the Newsletter for summer 1997 

claimed the closure of the old Dolphin and Anchor 

inn in West Street (not much remembered now) as 

‗the most avoidable disaster in Chichester‘s history‘.  

Happy, innocent days when that could seem a 

threat!  Since then we have had to live with the 

ghastly Pallant House Gallery extension, and now 

there‘s the Novium.  These two ‗iconic‘ structures, 

alas, will be with us for decades to come. 
 

Horatius 

quired. Instead Magenta Building 

Repair provided skilled rope-

workers for masonry and other 

repairs. The floor required com-

plete reconstruction with two lay-

ers of lime concrete screed, recy-

cled glass insulation and under-

floor heating. All that is visible 

now is fine Purbeck stone paving 

with a ‗labyrinth‘ designed by 

Sian van Driel to encourage con-

templation as visitors walk be-

neath the crossing. 

The Church Today 

The church now stands ready for 

its next 100 years, restored to its 

position as the finest parish 

church in Sussex. Do visit when 

you can – the 55 bus from Chich-

ester passes along Boxgrove 

Street and car parking can be 

found at the Village Hall. 

John Pavitt 

The exterior of Boxgrove Priory from the northwest and (facing page) 

the interior of the nave ,facing east. The ceiling paintings are by Lam-

bert Barnard, whose work in Chichester Cathedral featured in our last 

newsletter. 

Christmas lights 

 

The Executive Committee voted unanimously to 

pledge £100 towards the City Council's appeal for 

contributions for new Christmas lights for the City 

Centre, and we are delighted that the appeal has 

been a success.  

Appreciation from the City Council for our donation  
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For once, never mind the moun-

tains, the moors and the country 

houses – (I mind them lot, but not 

this week). Let‘s look at our 

towns. The top achievement of 

mankind is developing those con-

fusing brick warrens where we all 

live. Towns are complex, exciting, 

functioning, infuriating, semi-

organic machines. They are a mad 

mixture of human traffic, habita-

tion and flowery tubs - sometimes 

breathtakingly active, sometimes 

serene and measured, sometimes 

noble or pompous or covered with 

yellow plastic pavers. But they are 

magnificent.  

 

From Bewdley to Blackpool, from 

Gloucester to Camden Town, 

there is an awful lot of hard work, 

human ingenuity and imagination 

on display in the urban maze. So 

let‘s celebrate it. Nominate your 

favourite building in Winchester. 

Make a difference in Buckingham 

(and win a hundred pounds). Take 

a guided walk with the Newent 

Civic Society, starting from 

their post in the main market 

square and discover Newent. 

Exult in magnificent Cathe-

drals. Delight in rambling mar-

kets. Salute shady parks, or tree

-lined streets.  

 

There must be some aspect of 

some city somewhere that you 

do at least slightly like. Not just 

an iconic building but a neigh-

bourhood or a particular river 

side footpath - a bridge, a view, 

a row of shops, a football stadi-

um, or a cinema frontage, a 

walk home, a line of front gar-

dens, a canal topped with Vic-

torian factories, a new shopping 

centre, or even a faded wall. 

Sometimes it‘s just right. The 

place just got there. Sometimes 

it was built and planned. But 

let‘s stop and ask why.  

 

We need to think about what 

makes it work. This isn‘t elitism. 

This is human security, safety, 

comfort and convenience. If cit-

ies can be the most alienating 

places on the planet, they are also 

the warmest, the most exciting, 

the most social and the most in-

spiring. They are the crooked 

timber of humanity made timber, 

brick stone and concrete.  

 

Politicians readily believe that 

nobody cares. So every now and 

then they leap into action. City 

centres are problems that respond 

to big professional solutions - car 

parks, ring roads, superstores and 

mega-plans. But over the last fif-

ty years these mega- intrusions 

have changed direction more of-

ten than the one-way system in 

Reading.  

 

Most of it was well-intentioned. 

But that doesn‘t stop it being rub-

bish. Zoning was a mistake. 

Greater car access has swung into 

the contradictory dead end of 

congestion plans and bus lanes 

have hit ―park and ride‖ solu-

tions. Big commercialism is hol-

lowing out city centres in order to 

keep them commercially viable, 

but clearly creating dead wood. 

Nobody wants to visit the busi-

ness heart of a town if it becomes 

a wasteland of floating plastic 

bags and drunken thugs when the 

shops close. These are social 

problems. But they are also civic 

problems. Citizens are being in-

vited to become a Big Society 

and experiment with develop-

ment plans. Civic Voice wants 

that to be about community and 

flair. 

 

Let‘s start by reoccupying and 

assessing what we have and what 

What can you do for your city? 

An abridged version of the article in The Independent, written for 

Civic Day, June 25th, by Griff Rhys Jones, President of Civic Voice 

“Exult in magnificent cathedrals” ... 
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makes our hearts lift.  It is rarely 

great swathes of motorway links 

and huge expanses of supposedly 

pedestrian friendly concrete desert 

is it?  

 

Haven‘t cities and towns evolved 

and grown by capillary action? 

Haven‘t they often proved adept 

at solving their own problems? 

 

This is because there are plenty of 

people who do ―localism‖ al-

ready. There are tens of thousands 

of civic volunteers. This week 

they want you to get aware of our 

shared outside drawing rooms. So 

tell Portsmouth what you like 

about your city. The Portsmouth 

Society wants to know. Have a 

cup of tea with the Chelsea Socie-

ty in the farmer‘s market in the 

Duke of York‘s square. Log on to 

Merseyside Civic Society‘s new 

website. Be civic. 

 

Writing about the glorious Stour 

Estuary once I once casually re-

ferred to Harwich. ―You don‘t 

need to linger there,‖ I postulated. 

Why did I write that? I don‘t even 

half-believe it. I love Harwich. I 

wish I could linger now. My off-

hand dismissal made the front 

page of the Harwich Advertiser. 

The Mayor and the local MP 

joined forces. They offered to 

take a posse down the A 120 and 

string me up. I won‘t tell you 

what happened when I criticized 

the ring road in Ipswich.  You 

see, people do feel pride.  

 

There are hundreds of civic soci-

eties across the country that do a 

lot of boring work for the rest of 

us. They are the unspoken guard-

ians of a thousand assaults on 

your living place. They consult 

with planners and architects and 

they alert the authorities to chan-

cers. They are the nosy busy-

bodies who bother about the 

poster on the side of the Robert 

Adam house at the end of the 

square, or the air-conditioning 

units on the face of its Elizabe-

than brick work. They go 

through the paperwork that mon-

itors not just the greatest creative 

architectural minds of the centu-

ry but ordinary mistakes and 

cheap solutions and casual van-

dalism that straitened times drive 

us to. And we all benefit. Every 

time we walk down a good place 

we benefit from local concern. 

People do this because they love 

their home. Civic Voice is their 

national voice. 

 

It‘s not ―Nimbyism‖ to protect 

what survives of the imagination 

of our forebears, it is common 

sense. It is not interference to rec-

ognize and salute recycling of 

buildings within successful urban 

landscapes; it is green, imagina-

tive and economically sound.  

 

Part of the excitement of any 

town is its story. Karl Marx had a 

fight in the street just down the 

road where I live. A giant beer 

keg exploded and drowned peo-

ple in their basements at the end 

of the road. Bernard Shaw an-

noyed people from the house op-

posite. The road directly to the 

north was a cattle drovers' route. I 

happen to inhabit a continuous, 

unfolding drama. We all do.  

 

Ask not what your city can do 

for you, ask what you can do in 

your city.  

 

Griff Rhys Jones 
 

Reprinted by permission of Civic 

Voice 

 
 … but support efforts against anti-social behaviour,. 

Plus ça change … 

 
―A new partnership study for the 

Chichester (bus and rail) Sta-

tions has just started…‖ (John 

Templeton, Sept 2000 Newslet-

ter)  
 
―Strong as the next session‘s 

Executive is certain to be, there 

is a need for more of our Society 

members to become involved in 

Executive activites‖ ( Chair-

man‘s column, Sept 2000 News-

letter) 
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There’s a lot going on in Chichester 

The Heritage weekend - September 10th and 11th 

This is a national event, but there’s lots happening in Chichester - and all for free!  

Illuminations in the  

Bishop’s Palace Gardens, 

Saturday 10th September 
 

 

Come any time from dusk for 

the parade  - about 7.30 p.m.  - 

to 9.30 p.m. 

We are approaching the comple-

tion of the Heritage Lottery Fund 

project to repair, improve access 

and inform people about the 

Walls. To celebrate this, there 

will be a special opening of the 

Bishop‘s Palace Gardens on the 

evening  of Saturday, September 

10th. (and in passing, congratula-

tions to the CDC Parks and Gar-

dens for winning the prestigious 

Green Flag Award for the second 

year running!). 

 

You will be able to picnic 

(weather permitting) and relax in 

the gardens with some live mu-

sic.  There will be a trail to fol-

low round the gardens suggested 

by the eras of the walls life so 

far. The trail will also lead to 

Westgate Fields where you can 

see a video and architectural 

lighting projected onto the walls 

themselves.  

 

Below the Walls (and also visi-

ble from above) will be an inter-

active game - ―a lexicon of 

light‖. 

 

Candle  chandelier to illuminate 

your picnic and  a „lexicon of 

light‟ from a previous event 

Lantern Parade 
 

In the gardens themselves there 

will be lanterns, including ‗lilies‘ 

in the pond and,  it is hoped , the 

event will kick off with a parade, 

the lanterns being carried by chil-

dren from local primary schools. 

 

 

Lanterns on parade and , as  

lilies, floating on the pond 

Other heritage events 

 

These buildings will be open , 

with no booking required. 

 

Cawley Chapel 
Saturday 10th: 1000 - 1600 

 

St. John’s Chapel 

Thursday - Saturday 8th - 10th: 

1000—1700. Guided tours on the 

half  hour  throughout Saturday. 

 

St. Mary’s Hospital 

Saturday 10th: 0900 - 1700 

The University of Chichester 

will be open but booking is 

required - phone 816087 
 

Friday 9th September: Tour of 

the Buildings 1000 & 1330; 

RAF demonstration 1000 & 

1330; Art Collection Tour 1130 

& 1500; Tree Walk Tour 1130 

& 1500. 

 

Saturday 10th September: RAF 

demonstrations 1000, 1300 & 

1500  

Walk from Fishbourne Roman 

Palace to the Harbour; booking 

is required - phone 789829 
 

Friday 9th September: 1430 - 

1630 

Poyntz Swing Bridge  

It is hoped that this will be in ac-

tion on the afternoon of Saturday 

10th, by the Canal Basin 

Check details on http://www. 

heritageopendays.org.uk/direc 

tory/county/West%20Sussex/  
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The Quillet Ensemble will perform  the  Divertimento in D  K137 by 

Mozart;  the Quartet in B flat (Sunrise) Op. 76,No 4 by Haydn and 

Chanson de Nuit by Elgar. 
 

Wine, soft drinks and light refreshments will be served after the re-

cital in the elegant ambiance of Edes House reception hall with the 

opportunity to socialise. 
 

Only 70 tickets are available as space in the Richmond Room at 

Edes House is limited. To obtain your free tickets (maximum of two 

per member household) send your requests either by email to David 

Wilson at david@northwalls.demon.co.uk or by post to Anthony Quail 

at 44 Westgate Chichester PO19 3EU together with a stamped address 

envelope. First come, first served. 
 

A collection will be taken at the end of the evening to cover ex-

penses and for the benefit of the Society and its work.  
 

The Executive Committee is very grateful to the Quillet Ensemble, as 

members of The Chichester Society, for suggesting this recital and for 

waiving their fee. 

An Evening of Music and  

Conversation 

Free and only for Chichester Society Members! 
 

In the Richmond Room, Edes House,  

West Street, Chichester (in front of County Hall) 

Thursday 24 November at 7.00 for 7.30 p.m. 

About The Quillet Ensemble. 
 

The Ensemble was formed by Joanna Emerson in 2010 to provide con-

cert experience for the most outstanding graduates of the University of 

Chichester but also to take chamber music back to the drawing room.  
 

Before moving to Chichester, Joanna lived in Scotland where she di-

rected the Armonioso String Quartet for 10 years. This provided con-

cert experience for graduates of the Royal Scottish Academy of Music 

and Drama and performances took them to many prestigious venues 

including Brussels for British and Belgian Ambassadors, and several 

castles and stately homes in the Highlands of Scotland. 

The Richmond Room, 

Ede‟s House, where 

the Quillet Ensemble 

will be playing. 

 

Lift access to the 

Richmond Room is  

Available. 

Support our 

advertisers’ 

events, too - 

and remember 

the AGM 

(back page)! 



 

Registered Charity No. 268055       THE CHICHESTER SOCIETY NEWSLETTER        www.chichestersociety.org.uk                      20      

THE CHICHESTER SOCIETY 

Registered Charity No 268055 
T  01243 776757  E chisoc@hotmail.com 

 

Patron: The Mayor of Chichester 

President: David Goodman 

Vice-President: Joy Crawshaw 
 

Acting Chairman: David Wilson 
Vice-Chairman: John Templeton  

Secretary: Anthony Quail 

Treasurer: David Wilson  

Members of the Executive Committee:  

  Madeleine Keene, Cédric Mitchell, John Pavitt, 

Trevor Redman, Bill Sharp and Jean Symons. 

 

MEMBERSHIP 

Annual Membership: £5 by Standing Order; 
£7 by cheque 

Under-18s: £2.50 

Joint Membership (double): £8.00 by Standing 
Order; £10 by cheque 

Corporate membership: £100 (one-off payment) 

Life Membership (60 and over): 
£75 single; £ 100 joint 
 

Applications for membership and annual  

subscriptions to the  Treasurer,  

11 North Walls, Chichester  PO19 1DA  
T  01243 536725   

E  david@northwalls.demon.co.uk 
 

Editor: David Wilson Editorial Sub-Committee: 

Anthony Quail, Bill Sharp, John Templeton 

Letters or Emails to the Editor 11 North Walls, 

Chichester PO19 1DA or by email to  

david@northwalls.demon.co.uk 
Neither the Editorial  Sub-Committee nor the Society 

necessarily subscribe to the views expressed by our 

contributors, but we believe that all shades of  
opinion should be expressed in this newsletter. The 

Editorial Sub-Committee reserves the right to edit 

as necessary any submitted articles and letters.  
 

Published by The Chichester Society and printed by 

PurCoprint,  Unit 3 & 4 , 132 Bath Road, Reading 
RG30 2EU 

THE CHICHESTER SOCIETY 

Notice is given of the Annual General Meeting of the Society  

to be held on Wednesday 12
th

 October 2011 at 7:00pm 
 in the Upstairs Assembly Room, North Street, Chichester (with access available by lift) 

The constitution requires that the 

members of the Executive Com-

mittee (16 places) and the Chair-

man, Vice Chairman, Hon. Secre-

tary and Hon. Treasurer are elected 

at each A.G.M.  
 

Nominations in writing, supported 

by a seconder and with the con-

sent of the nominee, all being cur-

rent members, are therefore re-

quested. They must be received by 

the Hon. Secretary, Anthony 

Quail, at his address opposite, 14 

days before the date of the meet-

ing (i.e. by 28th September 

2011). A nomination form is at-

tached below.  
 

In addition to the elections, the 

Officers will present their Reports. 

Members will be encouraged to 

put questions and initiate discus-

sion after each of the  Reports. 
 

A list of nominations received and 

details of any motions received 

will be sent by post to members as 

soon as possible after nominations 

close unless no positions are con-

tested and no further motions 

are submitted. 
 

 
By order of the Executive  

Committee    
 

 

Anthony Quail, Hon. Secretary,  

44 Westgate, Chichester, 

PO19 3EU, September 1st 2011 

After the formal business is complete a glass or two of wine or soft 

drink and light refreshments will be served. Then, at about 8 p.m., we 

are pleased to welcome Jonathan Church, Artistic Director of the 

Chichester Festival Theatre, to speak on ‘Roots, Reflection and  

Renewal’, about the future plans for the theatre, both artistic and for 

the upgrading of the building. He will also answer questions. 

 CHICHESTER SOCIETY  

NOMINATION FORM  2011 

 

Please cut out or photocopy this form if you have nominations 

and send it to Anthony Quail, Hon. Secretary, 44 Westgate,  

Chichester, PO19 1EU to reach him by 28th September, 2011. 

 TITLE OF OFFICE 
 

 NOMINEE'S NAME (CAPS) 
 

 NOMINEE’S ACCEPTANCE        

(SIGNED) 

 

PROPOSER (SIGNED) 
 

 SECONDER (SIGNED) 
 


