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Buses: A View from the Coffee Shop
David Wilson presents the case for buses
on behalf of your Executive Committee
It’s astonishing what you see when you
just sit down and look around – and
where better to sit and watch buses
than with a cup of coffee looking out
on to West Street? Join me in your
imagination, and look!
First, there’s a lot of people waiting for
a bus, standing up, holding umbrellas,
looking at their watches. Surely we can
do better than this! To make catching a
bus attractive, we need more shelters to
rest tired legs, in Market Road and
South Street too. These should be fitted
with ‘real-time’ displays, the information screens that say when the next bus
arrives. The technology is not merely
available but is proposed for fitting to

individual houses in the new development at the Barracks.
What else? Most of the people outside
the window have a shopping bag or
two. If this street were closed to traffic,
as has been suggested, the extra carrying would be unwelcome. The Chichester Society is insistent that buses
should be able to come into the centre
of town for the convenience of shoppers and the viability of shops.
Looking again, there are both older and
younger people; some can’t drive or
afford a taxi to come into town. The
11% of the population without a car
depends critically on buses. Without
(Continued on page 2)
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Buses
(Continued from page 1)

mobility, the quality of life is seriously impaired - which is doubly
so for our country residents.

The drastic cut in WSCC
subsidy
Buses need to be attractive and
well used, if they are to avoid
subsidy. For now, the subsidy
maintains a skeleton framework,
though the annual grant from
WSCC has been cut from £4.7m to
£2.7m. The future of rural buses
may lie in community minibuses,
often with volunteer drivers, or
with flexible routes like service 99
to Petworth. This keeps running
costs low, compared to £7 per passenger quoted as subsidy for less
used rural services. You do need to
know, though, when the bus is
going to be where. Support from
WSCC to set up website or phone
systems to inform people is not too
expensive, and needs only nontechnical input thereafter.

New and old buses
Take a look at the two buses which
have just drawn up! Over there (at
top right) is a Coastliner, registered last year, low floor for
access, space for a wheelchair.
But here’s (at middle right) a bus
from Petersfield, over 13 years old
with more restricted access, harder
seats and less good suspension, a
victim of wear and tear. WSCC
should put more pressure on
subsidised operators to upgrade
buses in advance of the 2017
requirement for all buses to be able
to accept wheelchairs. Rural
operators with underused routes
find this difficult, but some have
made great efforts.

Registered Charity No. 268055

Bognor, but something is going
wrong. It’s those LEVEL CROSSINGS which have disastrous
Hello! Two more buses, both the
same number, both going the same effects on bus timetables!
way. Unpunctuality like that
doesn’t encourage people to catch There is no excuse for closing the
buses. The 2010 Passenger Focus gates when the train from Portsreport says that the top concern for mouth is still only approaching the
passengers is punctuality, followed station. WSCC should be using its
influence to insist on the proper
by a frequent service at useful
timing of closing gates. That bit of
times of day. We salute Stagecoach for their enterprise in setting negotiation shouldn’t cost much
up regular and frequent services to money. Making the middle lane of
Basin Road a bus lane, so that
the Manhood, the Witterings and

The need for punctuality
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when gates close, the buses can
save minutes getting in to the bus
station, only needs road markings.
The other delay is from crossing
the A27. Improvements to the bypass have been cancelled so often
that the latest commitments to a
scaled-down version after 2015
have little credibility. In the meantime a short bus lane should be
actively considered on both the
Stockbridge and Selsey Roads. A
small amount of verge would need
to be sacrificed for the general
good.

Real time display of
when next buses are due

What about the money?
The ‘real-time’ displays are in the
WSCC budget for 2011-12, though
apparently delayed by some
technical problems fitting the
equipment to buses. Some
contribution here might come from
the operators themselves. Their
expenses have jumped recently,
with the increase in fuel prices; but
against this, bus use has doubled in
West Sussex between 2000 and
2010. High fuel prices affect car
drivers more directly, and this
encourages more bus use. So it’s
not all bad news for bus
companies.
That leaves a cash-strapped WSCC
as Highways Authority having to
find more money itself. We need
political pressure for better distribution of transport grants from the
centre. There is a striking difference in support to West Sussex
and London, and it is time that this
difference is unwound.
ISSUE NUMBER 169 ~ JUNE 2011

The contrast with London
Good public transport is essential
in big cities. However the transport
available there has high occupancy
rates, and should generate more of
its own revenue. In 2008, the
subsidy to Transport for London
for buses (not the Tube) reached
£700m, say £70 per head. This will
decrease to ‘only’ £450m or £45
per head in 2017. The number of
passengers on a London bus
averages seventeen. How much
subsidy do they need?
What a contrast with West Sussex!
Its grant in 2010 was £1.05m, or
about £1.50 per head. London may
need buses, but is this discrepancy
fair? Features only seen on route
700 in Chichester are commonplace in London – and any bus
journey for an adult around London costs just 65p using an Oyster
card!

Double-decker version of new Coastliner

especially to foster the social and
economic wellbeing of local communities. It will be aware of the
problem as its HQ in Midhurst has
only buses for public transport –
and limited services, too, except
route 60 from Chichester. If
To add insult to injury, West
properly marketed, other routes in
Sussex subsidises Londoners who
the National Park could attract
visit Chichester. The grant to
users from further afield, to
WSCC to cover senior free travel
support existing use by the local
is based on the population of the
population. A combination of
area. It makes no allowance for
marketing, the introduction of
holidaymakers, so that in West
quality vehicles and more frequent
Sussex the county has to find extra
services has in other areas
money to cover visitors. Surely
increased bus use by 20 to 50%.
when funding is being generally
cut, we should revert to the origiThe bus: the poor relation
nal senior travel scheme covering
only journeys starting or finishing The UK Government provides less
funding for bus services than other
in Chichester District. Thus
European countries, and UK bus
Portsmouth, Worthing and even
users pay a greater proportion of
Brighton would remain within
reach. It’s agreeable to have one’s the cost of running buses. This
means that rising bus industry
holidays paid for, but subsidies
costs lead very directly to higher
should be limited to essentials.
fares and to bus cuts. And
WSCC’s relative priorities on
The National Park
transport development? The
opportunity
recently approved 80-page
More positively, the South Downs transport plan has four pages
National Park is now established
devoted to roads (essentially cars),
and is able to spend money for
two to cycling, walking and
improving public transport,
horse-riding combined, and one to
buses.
Member of the Historic Towns Forum
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Chichester Cathedral Restoration & Development Trust’s
exciting project to save the Tudor paintings in the Cathedral
Following a national appeal to raise
£250,000 to save the Tudor paintings
by Lambert Barnard in Chichester
Cathedral the work has now begun.
Alison Godfrey, Director of the
Chichester Cathedral Restoration &
Development Trust says ‘So far we
have managed to raise £225,000 towards the project. However, the
paintings are in such a critical condition that it was not possible to wait
any longer before the stabilisation
could commence. We are delighted
that the appointed conservators, The
Hamilton Kerr Institute (part of the
Fitzwilliam Museum, Cambridge)
joined us on 11th January to begin this
vital work’ which should be complete
by the Newsletter’s publication date.
‘The paintings, of international significance, featured on the BBC2 Culture Show in October 2010 and this
really helped us with our fundraising.
We just hope that visitors, historians
and art enthusiasts will now help us
with this final amount that we desperately need.’
‘The work that is being carried out is
critical and will prevent any further

(left) Feeding in consolidator
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Part of a panel showing Bishop Sherburne
with his supportive entourage approaching Henry VIII

deterioration for the time being. The
paintings are unique; nothing like
them survives in either this country or
Europe. It is our responsibility to
look after them and make sure they
survive for future generations’.
There are two significant panels, both
measuring 32ft x 14ft. The paintings
are constructed of oak, which has
been sealed together using hessian
strips. The whole area is then painted
with gesso to form a white panel for
the painter. The paintings are in oil.
Whilst it is not possible to date the
panels exactly it is thought they were
most likely painted in c1536.

(right) Restoring flaking paint
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In the first instance, the paintings
show the charter being given to St
Wilfrid (c681) to build the original
cathedral. On the right hand side of
the panels we move forward more
than 850 years and we see Henry VIII
being petitioned by Bishop Sherburne
to give his assurance that the Cathedral, now in Chichester, can remain.
However, beneath the surface the
paintings give us a further insight into
the life and times of Bishop Sherburne and are a unique snapshot of
both the political and religious unrest
of the time. We can see for example,
a beautifully painted monkey at the
feet of King Cadwaella. The monkey
is tied with a little rope to a pillar that
is most likely a representation of the
Catholic faith. Queen Catherine of
Aragon herself kept similar monkeys
that were often portrayed as tied to
her arm with similar rope. Could
therefore, this area of the painting be
showing us what is happening at this
time to the Church? Catherine is being moved aside by Henry VIII (her
marriage was annulled in 1533). Is the
old faith being displaced by Henry’s
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planned Act of Supremacy, which
came into force in 1534?
Similarly on the right hand panel we
see Henry VIII standing in all his
glory very majestically portrayed
with his father, Henry VII, behind
him. It is probable here that Bishop
Sherburne is acknowledging the
power of the Tudor dynasty and also
attempting to put in place an
‘insurance policy’: should the reformation reach his Cathedral, the painting would show Henry VIII’s commitment to Chichester Cathedral and
its lands.

The South
Transept side
panel

A beautifully painted
monkey at the feet of
King Cadwaella.
The monkey is tied
with a little rope to a
pillar that is most
likely a
representation of the
Catholic faith.

Bishop Sherburne had one final message for the monarchy however, and
this is painted across the top of both
the paintings. It reads ‘Let all the
kings of the earth confess to thee, for
thou, O Lord, are a great king above
all kings. Straight is the way that
leads to life’. Sherburne was reminding Henry that whilst he may be a
great King, there is a greater King
above him.
The aim of the restoration work is to
secure paint which is now flaking
away from the wooden panels. This is
done by applying an acrylic adhesive
with a brush, which then flows into
and behind the lifting paint through a
piece of non-stick plastic which protects the surface. The heat and pressure helps spread the drying glue,
allowing the paint to be laid back
down securely. The conservators have
gradually worked their way to the top
of the painting, recording all their
work throughout the process for future records. Video footage of the
conservators at work and an up to
date blog are all available on the
Trust website:

Henry VIII
with Henry VII
behind him

www.chichestercathedraltrust.org.uk

Part of a panel
showing Kings
from William I to
Edward VI.
Damage is
obvious.

Chichester Cathedral is free to visit
and is open every day if you would
like to see the paintings. As well as
these works the Cathedral is home to
work by Marc Chagall, Graham Sutherland, Hans Feibusch, John Skelton,
John Piper and Philip Jackson.

Alison Godfrey
Director, The Chichester
Restoration and Development
Trust
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Photos are reproduced by courtesy of the photographer, David Cook, and
the Chichester Cathedral Restoration and Development Trust
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Making the Transition
Transition Chichester has
enriched the life of Sue Gilson,
and here she explains what this
fast-growing environmental
movement means to our city too.
The impact of a film
It was a powerful, poignant film
that did it for me.
It was called The End of Suburbia
and it was being screened at the
Assembly Rooms in Chichester.
Something made me go, and it
proved to be a bit of a 'light bulb'
moment, as they say.
I knew it wouldn't be an easy
watch, given its subject matter of
peak oil, climate change and the
collapse of the American Dream.
But I wasn't really prepared for
how profoundly I would be
affected by it - as a bleak vision of
where our greed and materialism
would eventually lead unfolded on
screen.
How our quest for the bigger,
shinier house, the more gasguzzling car had plundered our
planet to the point of no return.
It really hit home, and I came
out thinking I should do something.

Savouring the fruits of their labours: Transitioners gather at an allotment for a picnic

But what?

knowing it would spark disquiet
In the face of such doom-mongery, and debate.
how could one individual possibly To find out more I went to the
make a difference?
appropriately-named Green Drinks
meeting, TC’s monthly social
My own efforts of recycling,
composting, and growing my own gathering. Here all sorts of eco
veg were important obviously, but issues were chatted about, and new
felt now like trying to fill an ocean friends made.
with a bucket.

And it was here, a year ago, that
the Transition movement started to
become a rich and important part
of my life.

Joining Transition
Chichester
So, I turned to Transition Chichester, which had put on the film

I have learned to bake a mean
wholemeal loaf, I have crisp new
notes from TC's exciting new
currency - which pay for an hour
of someone's time and skills - in
my purse, and I edit our newsletter
The Buzz to help spread the word.
So, all good then.
But what exactly is
Transition?
Well, it is a growing social and
environmental movement offering
communities the chance to face up
to the challenges of climate change
and peak oil; peak oil being the
point in the all-too near future
when global demand for fossil
fuels will outstrip supply.

Relaxing in the Green Library at the “I Am Joy” Festival in Priory Park, August 2010
Registered Charity No. 268055

THE CHICHESTER SOCIETY NEWSLETTER

www.chichestersociety.org.uk

6

Put simply, we can't keep relying
This details how such a commuon these resources indefinitely. We nity should develop - by raising
have to find other ways.
awareness, encouraging special
And if we wait for governments to interest groups which may be into
tree planting, setting up a local
act, we will be waiting, it seems,
food market, or campaigning on
for ever. So the nettle is for us to
waste, and taking advice from
grasp ourselves.
older people who had to be thrifty
An international movement
post-war, say, or have valuable,
traditional, skills to pass on.
There are now more than 300
Transition Towns in the UK and
And it is really taking hold. In just
abroad, and Totnes in Devon is the the last few months, TC has
hub.
planned to plant eight community
This is the home town of Transition’s co-founder Rob Hopkins,
who gave an inspiring talk to a
packed Assembly Rooms in April.
He outlined just how far Transition
had come in just six years.
He has also written the Transition
Handbook, a bible for budding
Transition communities.

orchards, has given out free seed
potatoes at The Cross, has held its
second community swap shop, has
nearly 300 of its TCHI notes in
circulation and is encouraging
neighbours to get together to
reduce energy consumption. It’s
all going on!

Breadmaking at the Newell Centre.
Mother and daughter, Kristin and Lily
Susser display the finished product

Inner Transition is a big part of it
too. This acknowledges that
people will feel depressed and
helpless at the way the world is
going, and tries to address this.
We should, Transition suggests,
look at things in a different way.
Perhaps life without oil will be
more enjoyable and fulfilling than
the present troubled, selfish times?
Perhaps we should see this as an
opportunity rather than a threat?
For me, Transition is about helping
to strengthen Chichester, a city I
care about.

(Above) Rob Hopkins, co-founder of the Transition Movement in conversation with
the Mayor, Cllr Michael Woolley, in the Assembly Room during Rob's recent visit to
Chichester
(Below) The TCHI: Transition Chichester's time based currency designed to foster
exchange of local skills and services.

All around we are seeing the fabric
of our lives unravel - you just have
to look at the closing of beloved
libraries, pubs and corner shops and here is a new chance for
people to pull together again.
The Blitz spirit for our modern
times, perhaps?
Inspired?
Come along to Green Drinks, or
Green Tea, our monthly evening
and daytime socials. Visit
www.transitionchichester.org for
times and venues, and for more on
all our projects.
Sue is a freelance journalist who
worked at the Chichester Observer for
nine years, editing the magazine. She
edits the Transition Chichester
Newsletter, The Buzz.
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A Museum in Memory of RAF Tangmere
RAF Tangmere first became a reality after a forced landing by a
Royal Flying Corps pilot in 1916
during the First World War. Following his report on the suitability
of the site, the War Office began
construction in 1917 but the aerodrome had only just been completed by the Armistice in November 1918.

Between the wars: 1918-39
Between the two wars, Tangmere
became one of the RAF’s finest
aerodromes and a much soughtafter posting. Nos. 1 and 43
(Fighter) Squadrons were based
there from the mid 1920s and often
appeared as the star attraction at
the annual Hendon air pageants.
Tangmere was to remain a fighter
station throughout its life with
Gloster Gamecocks, ArmstrongWhitworth Siskins and Hawker
Fury biplane fighters based there
between the wars. However, following the growing threat from
Nazi Germany, the RAF began
expanding and the Hawker Hurricane, the first of the new generation of eight machine gun armed
fighters, arrived.

minute raid destroyed or badly
damaged many of the airfield
buildings but the station remained
operational throughout the day and
for the remainder of the battle.

On to the Attack: 1941-44

Douglas Bader, the legless fighter
ace, arrived at Tangmere in March
1941 as Wing Commander
(Flying) to lead the three Spitfire
squadrons of the Tangmere Wing.
Fighter Command had turned from
In Defensive Mode: 1939-41 defence to taking the fight to the
enemy, with its fighters operating
Following the outbreak of war,
over northern France. Bader was
Tangmere was used as a stepping- downed on 9 August 1941 over St
off point for the squadrons moving Omer, northern France and
to France in support of the British remained a prisoner-of-war for the
Expeditionary Force. After the fall rest of the war.
of France and the Dunkirk evacuaDuring 1942, Tangmere and its
tion, RAF Tangmere, the sector
satellite airfields Westhampnett
airfield responsible for the aerial
and Merston supported the Dieppe
defence south-west of London,
Raid and No. 1 Squadron,
braced itself for the forthcoming
equipped with the Hawker Hurribattle, to be known later as the
cane, returned to carry out night
Battle of Britain. Tangmere’s locaintruder missions. That summer,
tion meant that it was on the front
one of its pilots, Karel Kuttelline throughout the battle and the
wascher, a Czech, shot down fifGerman Air Force, the Luftwaffe,
teen enemy aircraft on these danrecognising this, made a major
gerous lone missions.
attack on the airfield at lunchtime
on 16 August 1940. The twentyRegistered Charity No. 268055
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During 1943 Squadron Leader
Hugh Verity led with distinction
the pick-up pilots of No. 161
Squadron. This squadron,
equipped with the short take-off
and landing Lysander aircraft
(shown above) transported
Special Operations Executive
(SOE) agents at night to and
from Tangmere during the full
moon periods to small farm
fields in France.
By the summer of 1944, four
temporary airfields, known as
Advanced Landing Grounds, had
been built close to Chichester at
Funtington, Apuldram, Selsey and
Bognor to support the D-Day landings. The air activities to support
the landings were controlled from
the Tangmere Operations Room at
Bishop Otter College, now part of
Chichester University.

Postwar: 1946-70
Post war, Tangmere made the
headlines in 1946 when the RAF’s
High Speed Flight Commanding
Officer, Group Captain E. M.
‘Teddy’ Donaldson attained the
world airspeed record in a Gloster
Meteor jet fighter flying from the

www.chichestersociety.org.uk
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airfield over a course off Rustington, Sussex, reaching an average
speed of 615.78 mph. Seven years
later, Squadron Leader Neville
Duke, Chief Test Pilot of the
Hawker Aircraft Company,
brought the prototype Hunter jet
fighter to Tangmere to fly over the
same course to make another attempt. Neville’s attempt was successful, reaching an average speed
of 727.63 mph. His aircraft, with
Donaldson’s Meteor are displayed
in the Museum, courtesy of the
RAF Museum. Neville Duke was
President of the Museum for
twenty four years until his death in
2007.

World Speed Record-breakers: Group Captain Teddy Donaldson’s Gloster Meteor
(above) and Squadron Leader Neville Duke’s Hawker Hunter (below)

In June 1958, Fighter Command
left Tangmere but the airfield
remained operational until October
1970, when this famous RAF
station finally closed.

The Museum opens: 1982
The Tangmere Military Aviation
Museum opened its doors to the
public in June 1982. Staffed entirely by volunteers since that date
and now receiving over thirty
thousand visitors each year, the
Museum has amassed over eleven
thousand artefacts.

Archives Council, a real tribute to
the professional manner in which
the Museum manages its important
collection.

hance its exhibitions and computer
-based simulators that excite both
children and adults alike.

Although the Museum has twelve
aircraft and three facsimiles, many
The Museum’s recent
visitors consider Tangmere’s
developments
strength as a museum lies in the
During the last few years the Mu- way the human stories are told.
seum, a charitable Trust, has intro- Two recent exhibitions have
duced interactive touchscreens,
proved particularly popular with
In 2006, it achieved full accredita- new purpose-made films to enour visitors. Firstly, in 2010, the
tion to the Museums, Libraries and
Museum opened an exhibition on
Bomber Command, utilising rare
colour film footage of a Lancaster
raid on Berlin in 1944. Secondly,
this year, a Lightning fast-jet
simulator has opened for adults to
‘fly’. The simulator, built by a
small team of Museum volunteers,
has the feel of a Lightning and has
proved a great success with our
visitors (shown at left).
More information on the Museum,
including opening times and entry
prices can be found on our
website:
www.tangmere-museum.org.uk

David Coxon
Curator of the Tangmere Military
Aviation Museum
ISSUE NUMBER 169 ~ JUNE 2011
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RollsRolls-Royce Motor Cars
- inspired by the Spirit of Ecstasy in 2011

“A graceful little goddess, the Spirit of
Ecstasy, who has selected road travel
as her supreme delight and alighted on
the prow of a Rolls-Royce motor car to
revel in the freshness of the air and the
musical sound of her fluttering draperies.” – Charles Sykes, Sculptor and
creator of the Spirit of Ecstasy, 1911
Rolls-Royce Motor Cars is celebrating
one hundred years of the Spirit of Ecstasy, the famous flying lady mascot
that inspires owners, enthusiasts and
those working for the world’s pinnacle
luxury brand.

Registered Charity No. 268055

“The Spirit of Ecstasy is perhaps the
most famous automotive icon, gracefully adorning the prow of RollsRoyce models past and present,” said
Torsten Müller-Ötvös, CEO RollsRoyce Motor Cars. “She was an inspiration for the founding fathers of our
great company, as well as for owners
and enthusiasts through the generations. Today her image continues to inspire and drive those of us who are
fortunate enough to work for this
unique brand, making the world’s
most exclusive and desirable cars.”
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To mark a year of celebration, every
Ghost and Phantom produced at the
home of Rolls-Royce in Goodwood
will bear a Spirit of Ecstasy with the
inscription Spirit of Ecstasy Centenary
– 2011. This will be etched into the
base of each statuette, in a specially
selected font.
An exclusive Collection of bespoke
Phantom models has also been created. Called the Spirit of Ecstasy Centenary Collection, one hundred cars
will be delivered to customers bearing
a suite of features inspired by the legendary flying lady, complemented by a
range of exclusive exterior colours,
wood veneers and leather options.
“These beautiful models follow the
finest traditions of Rolls-Royce in
their luxury, craftsmanship and attention to detail,” said Torsten MüllerÖtvös. “They encapsulate the essence
of the Spirit of Ecstasy legend, presenting owners with a range of exclusive bespoke options available only in
this centenary year.”

their way through the capital’s streets
taking in key landmarks en route, such
as Berkeley Square and Conduit
Street, the current and original homes
of Rolls-Royce in London. The event
was featured by media outlets across
the world.

Rolls-Royce Motor Cars will reveal
A number of events have been planned details of further Spirit of Ecstasy into mark this special year. Starting on 6 spired initiatives and events throughFebruary – the date on which Charles out her centenary year.
Sykes’ Spirit of Ecstasy design was
Source: Rolls-Royce Motor Cars
first registered – Rolls-Royce Motor
Cars hosted a drive through central
London. One hundred contemporary
and historic Rolls-Royce cars made
ISSUE NUMBER 169 ~ JUNE 2011
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Cicestrian Defends the New District Museum
Chichester's new District Museum,
now nearing completion in Tower
Street, has been taking a lot of stick in
recent weeks. The letters page of the
Chichester Observer has featured
regular diatribes from correspondents
taking exception to both the modernistic design and the cost of the project.
I take exactly the opposite view, and
believe this will be a huge asset to the
city, making a significant contribution
to education, conservation, and - without paying lip-service to Mammon in helping to attract visitors for the
benefit of our biggest and most profitable business, i.e. tourism.
Opinions on architectural design, as
with art, are subjective, and criticism
is almost inevitable. Some people object almost on principle to something
“Whether we love it or loathe it, the new building is here to stay”
unusual and new in the built environOther finance will be coming from
ment. Personally, I find the design
Welcome advantages over
council reserves, but no part of the
appealing, and certainly far preferable the old museum
capital cost will be met from current
to some pseudo Georgian pastiche
which could have sprouted up on the
It can also be considered in contrast to council tax receipts.
site.
the old museum, in Little
Whether we love it or loathe it, the
London, which had its charms but was
new building is here to stay, and
The Roman baths
tucked away in a back street and eshopefully once it is up and running it
sentially low-profile.
I also think it is premature to start
will begin to win over at least
lambasting the building before it is
some of its detractors.
The new development is just a few
completed. This is because one of its steps away from the city's main
Some senior district councillors have
most significant and unique
visitor attraction - the cathedral - and
described it as an iconic structure, and
attractions will be a permanent diswill presumably be joining
I suspect that architectural awards will
play of the second century Roman
with Fishbourne Roman Palace in
come rolling in during the years
baths, visible through a long window promoting Chichester's historic
ahead.
from the street.
features and other attractions, such as
Goodwood, the Festival Theatre, the
Contrasting the BT site
I remember when the baths were
Weald
and
Downland
Open
Air
excavated back in the seventies, and
I wish I could be as effusive about the
Museum and the Pallant House
have always felt it an absolutely
ghastly telephone exchange building,
crying shame that a fascinating piece Gallery.
just a few yards away from it.
of ancient history like this should
The economic benefits
How well I remember the long, hard
have been consigned to burial beneath
battle
fought by conservationists and
Like it or not, tourism is a huge
a temporary car park.
money-spinner for our local economy, other local residents to block the
scheme, led by the then Archdeacon
Obviously we are not talking about
and a very significant employer, and
of Chichester, the Ven. Lancelot
marvellous mosaics or Roman
in this context alone the new district
Mason.
statuary, but nonetheless how many
museum should be welcomed.
cities are privileged to have such a
Unfortunately, planning rules were
feature in their centre, and on display? I can understand some council tax
different in those days, and now we
payers having reservations about the
seem to be stuck with this eyesore - a
Once the baths are uncovered and the cost of this multi-million pound
testament to obsolete technology.
window completed, the new
project, but there are significant offWhat a pity the builders working on
building can then be assessed as a
setting factors. One will be the
the new museum can't be
whole, and an overall view taken on
proceeds from the sale of the old
re-employed, once this is complete, to
its merits.
museum site and from selling land
turn their attention to demolition
next to the new building for housing.
rather than construction.
Registered Charity No. 268055
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We remember Ken Newbury 19121912-2011
A man of strong feelings and intense
loyalties, Ken Newbury died on 9
April aged 98. Living most of his life
in Surrey, he and his wife Joan retired
to Chichester in 1974 and he immediately joined the Chichester Society,
then only months after its foundation,
and also the local History Society and
local Labour Party. Ken and Joan
enjoyed a happy married life for 67
years until her death in 2006.
Throughout his adult life Ken battled
against failing eyesight which restricted his RAF service during the
War. He nevertheless had a long
career in the library service rising to
become Chief Librarian of Coulsdon
& Purley Council and later Deputy
Librarian for the London Borough of
Croydon. He was a Fellow of the
Library Association.
Ken joined the Society's Executive
Committee in 1975, was elected
Vice Chairman in 1980 and Chairman from 1981 to 1983 when he led
the celebrations marking the Society's
10th anniversary. He became an authority on the little river which flows
(sometimes!) through the city and in
1987 published his book, The River
Lavant, generously donating the royalties to the Society. In our Spring

1992 newsletter he explained why the
river had ceased to flow (too low a
level of water in the chalk Downs)
and in Spring 1993 welcomed the
river's return. In 1994 and 2000 he
had to explain why it had flooded a
large part of the city centre! On both
occasions his book became a best
seller, necessitating a reprint in 1994
and a second edition in 2000 which
incorporated dramatic photographs of
the city's flooded streets. His book is
still available in local bookshops and
in the tourist information centre, and
makes fascinating reading.
Ken is also remembered for his
popular contributions to the newsletter for 20 years under his pseudonym 'Cayenne' (K.N.!) He laid
down his pen in 1997 due to his failing eyesight and wrote: 'I have seen
the newsletter grow from a simple 4
page bi-monthly news sheet to its present quarterly periodical form, complete with photographs (wot? no colour?). I have enjoyed trying to reflect
something of what goes on in Chichester, making the atrocious pun here,
perhaps giving a nudge there. 24 years
ago we made the wise decision to
retire here and have never regretted it.
Our Society has done so much for the

city, often with considerable opposition. Much effort will be needed in
the future, so I say, 'Good Luck ChiSoc'!'
David Goodman, our Founder and
President, added: 'The contribution of
an acutely observant eye, ready wit
(often acerbic) and stylish use of language provided an always valuable
source of information, spiced appropriately to sting where deserved, but
usually raising a smile. We thank Ken
most warmly for his peppery work.'
In 1986 Ken Newbury was made a
Vice-President of the Chichester
Society.
We celebrate Ken’s great contribution
to both the Society and the city and
offer our condolences to his two sons
and to their families.

John Templeton
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University of Chichester
– a leading modern institution on your doorstep
The University of Chichester is
one of the newest in the UK,
having gained university status
in 2005, but can trace its higher
education origins back to 1839.
It is one of the smallest universities in the country with just over
5,000 students - and one of the
most distinctive with two campuses in the county of West
Sussex - the Cathedral city of
Chichester and Bognor Regis,
the sunshine capital of the UK.

for all-round student experience
(Times Higher Education Student
Experience Survey 2009) and
voted the best publicly-funded
modern university in the UK for
‘student satisfaction’ (Complete
University Guide 2012).
The University also has the best
graduate job prospectus of any
university on the South Coast.
91.4% of its students are in a job
or further study six months after
graduating (HESA survey 2010).

Highly rated by students

A wide range of courses

Chichester offers a close and
supportive environment, where
students are supported in their
learning by a strong sense of
community. Therefore it is not
surprising that students rate our
institution highly. It has one of the
highest levels of overall student
satisfaction of any modern university in the country (National
Student Survey 2010). It was
ranked the top modern university

The University has a wide portfolio of courses from foundation
level through to degrees, MAs and
PhDs. More than 300 courses are
on offer in a range of subjects
within the Arts, Humanities,
Business, Sports, Education and
Social Sciences. Each subject area
has a curriculum that reflects this
ethos and encourages the development of skills valued by
employers.

University of Chichester
Vice-Chancellor
Professor Clive Behagg

A friendly atmosphere
The University prides itself on
providing students with a friendly,
informal and sociable atmosphere.
Lecturers get to know students individually and provide good support and guidance to them during
their study. The Sports Federation
has more than 28 sports teams,
including a basketball team with
close ties with British Basketball
League side Worthing Thunder.
Away from the playing field and
courts, there are a diverse range of
student societies to become
involved with.

The University and the
community
The University plays a major part
in the local community, and there
are many opportunities for
residents to come and visit the
campuses.
University House, the oldest part of the Bishop Otter Campus,
dating back to the 1800s.
Registered Charity No. 268055
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Hosting The Avengers
This summer will also see a major
international event organised by
and taking place at the University,
bringing celebrity guests to
Chichester to celebrate an iconic
TV series.
The Avengers is 50 years old this
year, and on 25-26 June, the University’s media studies department
will mark the occasion by hosting
what has become the biggest and
most comprehensive Avengers
celebration, made possible by the
department’s strong links with
high-profile industry professionals.

The University campus will be
turned into Avengers-land for the
weekend, and hundreds of visitors
will come to the city for the weekend, some of whom are coming
from overseas and will be staying
in the area after the event.

Our concerts
Another opportunity for local
residents to visit the campus is by
attending any of our music
concerts that take place in the
Chapel of the Ascension. Our
programme focuses on music as an
applied art, one that is engaged
with the musical world in all its
diversity and excitement; from
improvisation, composition, and
professional performance, to music
therapy, and community music.
There is something available to
suit all interests, and a comprehensive ‘What’s On’ guide is
available on our website with
further information:
www.chi.ac.uk.

Hosted by TV presenter Paul
O’Grady, stars from the series
The Learning Resources Centre,
including Honor Blackman and
home to the Otter Gallery
Linda Thorson will be coming to
Chichester to talk in depth about
Learning Resources Centre at the
their time on the series. Writers,
Chichester campus and has free
directors, producers and stunt
exhibitions running throughout the
actors will reflect on why The
year.
Avengers continues to be a classic
TV series with a worldwide folAmong them is a celebration of the
This article was written by the
lowing.
centenary of the birth of Mervyn
University as an advertorial for
Peake, best known for his illustrawhich the Society received a
tions of fairytale and fantasy
payment
works. Peake has strong local
connections, having lived at Burpham, near Arundel, where he is
also buried. Between 26 May and
17 July, The Otter Gallery will
host an exhibition of Peake’s
nonsense and poetry illustrations
including The Hunting of The
Snark and Rhymes Without
Reason. The exhibition will share
some of the famous Gormenghast
and Captain Slaughterboard series
with Pallant House Gallery’s
concurrent show. Originated by
the Maison d’Ailleurs, Switzerland, this exhibition coincides with
the international conference on 1516 July on Mervyn Peake and the
Fantasy Tradition, hosted by the
Sussex Centre for Folklore, FairyHonor Blackman and Paul O’Grady enjoying a joke
tales and Fantasy at the University.
at the press launch in March for The Avengers Celebration event,
to be held at the University this summer.
ISSUE NUMBER 169 ~ JUNE 2011

Member of the Historic Towns Forum

15

St Wilfrid’s Hospice
St Wilfrid’s Hospice: a household
name to Newsletter readers! Everyone
knows about us, yet it’s not quite 25
years since we began to help local
people at their most difficult time. So
we are now starting to plan towards
our special anniversary year.

Preparing to celebrate
During the year we plan to celebrate
all that has been achieved, remember
everyone who has played a part in the
development of St Wilfrid’s and of
course think of all those people who
have been cared for by the Hospice. It
is also an opportunity for us to look
back over the story of St Wilfrid’s and
how it came into being.
Seated on left (non-uniform) Lead Nurse Inpatient Services Jacqui Bourne
with members of her team

A short history
In the late 1970s two committees
were formed, both dedicated to the
creation of a Hospice. They joined
forces with the result that in 1981 St
Wilfrid’s Hospice (South Coast) Ltd
was formed to raise funds and build a
Hospice for the Bognor and
Chichester area.
In October 1984 a major appeal for
funds was launched as a total of
£650,000 was needed to complete the
Hospice in Donnington and equip it.
In just over three years the money was
raised, the Hospice built, staff recruited and on the 5th January 1987

our first patient was admitted. We
began with nine beds and in 1990 a
new extension was built giving us a
total of 15 single rooms.
The Hospice went from strength to
strength and in 1999 we received our
5000th referral; in June 2000 the
Duchess of Norfolk opened the Day
Hospice and Education Centre and the
following year we launched our
Haven of Peace appeal to build a
multi-faith chapel.

Recent developments
In 2007 we were awarded a grant
from the Department of Health which
allowed us to provide ensuite facilities
for rooms that did not already have
them and convert two rooms into
family rooms.
In May 2009 the Hospice at Home
team was set up to provide hands-on
care to patients at home and enable
them to die at home if that is their
preference. This adds to the support
from our Clinical Nurse Specialists to
around 200 people at any one time.

Our volunteers
Without our wonderful team of
volunteers we simply wouldn’t be
able to function or run the Hospice.
From working in the garden, helping
on the ward, arranging flowers,
pampering our patients with relaxing
massages or serving in one of our
shops, our volunteers provide us with
an amazing 59,124 hours of support
throughout the year.

Catchment area

Patient Amy Askew and Staff Nurse Sarah Collar
Registered Charity No. 268055
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Emsworth and Arundel. We also offer inpatient care to those who live in
Midhurst, Petworth, Pulborough and
the Loxwood areas who are supported
by the Macmillan community
palliative care team.

Finances
We have to raise the majority of our
funding ourselves and much of this
comes from the local community, for
which we never cease to be grateful.
This year it will cost in excess of £5
million to provide our services free of
charge. Only 15% of this is provided by the NHS; the other 85% of
income is generated from voluntary
sources which include donations, in
memory donations, regular giving,
legacies, Trusts, Support Groups and
community and Hospice led events.
We have 10 shops manned by paid
staff and volunteers and are constantly
amazed at the generosity of our
donors. Our furniture shops offer a
collection service for larger donations.
Each year our shops raise a fantastic
contribution to Hospice funds.

Our patients
Each year around 700 people in need
of support towards the end of their
lives are referred to the Hospice and
St Wilfrid's has now supported more
than 10,000 people as well as their
loved ones. People such as Janet
Blundell who wrote to us in February
this year saying,

Volunteer Kevin Hawkins working in our beautiful garden
“I am writing to thank everyone at St
Wilfrid’s for the care, compassion
and dedicated time you gave to my
husband, Ken Blundell, during his
all too brief a stay at the hospice in
January this year. Words cannot
explain the mental agony of watching your husband or father die, and I
shall not even try. The only comfort,
reassurance and calm in these few
days was provided by all the wonderful people we came in contact with at
the hospice. He did not deserve to die
so cruelly at the age of 56, but he did
deserve the best at his final end of
life, and his family will be forever
grateful that St Wilfrid’s Hospice
and the dedicated people who work
there gave him that.”

Patients and families are appreciative
too of the work of the Chaplains and
enjoy the serenity and beauty of the
chapel.
Rewarding activities are arranged for
day care patients.
Thanks to the work of our staff and
the contribution from volunteers, St.
Wilfrid’s gives its patients a sense of
hope and peace.

Please support us
It is not difficult to see how necessary
the Hospice is, or to realise how much
you or your family would value its
support should you need us in the future. We ask for your support now, so
that we are here when someone you
know needs us. Thank you.

If you would like to be involved
with St Wilfrid’s either with
fundraising activities, volunteering, becoming a Friend, joining a
Support Group or by making a
donation please call fundraising
on 01243 775198, e-mail fundraising@stwh.co.uk or click onto
www.stwh.co.uk

Jill Dennison
Jill is Communications and Events
Manager for St Wilfrid’s Hospice
Seated left, Hospice at Home Team Leader, Jane Cousins and team members
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The Chichester Essay Challenge Awards Ceremony
Council; their very welcome way of
supporting youthful endeavour in the
city.

We announced in our March 2011
issue that the Society had teamed up
with the Chichester Observer to
jointly sponsor a new competition
deliberately aimed at the younger
generation.
One of our earliest members and a
previous Chairman was Joy
Crawshaw who is now our Vice
President. At our AGM last October
she suggested we should engage more
with young people. Joy said we
should do so by setting up an essay
competition for the young people of
Chichester with the subject: “what
makes Chichester special for
me”. The competition was launched
in the Observer on February 3rd with
a closing date of Monday 28th February, later extended by a week. I am
very glad to say Joy was able to be at
the awards ceremony on 28th March
to receive our public thanks for an
excellent idea
We were pleased by the response
and agreed that 5 judges should
select the best, not an easy job
because of the high quality of all the
entries. The number of entries in part
reflects the encouragement from
parents and teachers. In this regard we
are especially grateful to Andrew
Goff, Head of Central Junior School.

What Makes
Chichester Special
for me (age 88-11)
Chichester is special to me because
it is full of surprises. I have grown
up here and enjoyed the way random things just happen when you
least expect it.
For example, when we were having a
look round the cathedral, we went
into the cafe for lunch (which was
yummy) and went outside with our
food. We noticed this mysterious
camp which was looking at the cool
Peregrine Falcons that live on the top
of the cathedral. We saw loads of
pictures that showed them hatching
from eggs right through to them flying, all from the cathedral. We even
Registered Charity No. 268055

Chairing the judges was Graham
Hurley. It was appropriate to have a
famous writer chairing the judges and
we greatly appreciate him coming to
the ceremony. Graham joined Southern Television and spent his next
twenty years directing and producing
ITV documentaries. To date, he has
written 16 novels, including the
popular Jo Faraday crime series
based on Portsmouth.
The other judges were City and
District Councillor Anne Scicluna,
Sussex Newspapers West Editor in
Chief Colin Channon, The Secretary
of the Society Anthony Quail and
myself as Chairman of the Society.
The ceremony was held in the
Assembly Room and we are grateful
for its free provision by the City
looked at a screen connected to a
camera so we could see them when
they were in and out of their nest.
That day was lovely.
Another time, we were walking into
Chichester and noticed a sign saying
'ARCHEOLOGICAL DIG, COME
AND DIG YOURSELF- FOR FREE'
so we all went in and had a go digging. They showed us lots of bones
from various animals and all the
equipment they use to find the ancient
objects. I found a lot, including part
of a big Roman vase that would have
been used to carry water. They also
gave us tips on how to brush mud off
the discoveries and how to see
whether you found one or if it's just a
stone. I learnt lots that day and really
enjoyed it.
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Reading the essays has been an
interesting experience for all the
judges; the essays demonstrated a
wide variety of subject matter and
perspectives. Some appreciate the
quiet of Brandy Hole Copse; others
the growling cars at Goodwood.
Many different aspects of the
cathedral were mentioned. Others enjoyed the excellent shopping and
sports facilities. Some were bubbly
and enthusiastic, others quiet and reflective. The entrants have shown
anew that our wonderful city has
something for everyone.
Both Society and Observer intend
to repeat the competition next year.
We have learned some lessons,
including the need to give schools
more notice and to form links with
specific heads and teachers in local
schools to encourage more entries.
We are including in this issue in full
the winning entries for both the 8-11
and 12-16 age ranges and in our next
issue extracts from the two very
different joint winners in the 17-21
age range (Hannah Gray and James
Parsons).

Tony Dignum
Chichester isn't just about unexpected things, it has historical sites
like the old chapel, the hill that used
to have a castle keep on it, the city
walls and of course the cathedral.
The park is perfect for a picnic in the
sun and Chichester is also near to the
sea where I can get a nice ice cream
and relax on the beach or have adventures on the sand dunes with my
little brother. I like riding my bike to
these places and in the future I hope
there will be more cycle paths.
I think Chichester is like a snowflake,
different from other places, and
magical.

Daniel Bentley, age 10.
Winner of the age 8-11 category

www.chichestersociety.org.uk
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What Makes
Chichester Special
for me (age 1212-16)
The streets of Chichester seethe with an irreplaceable
array of characters. For a place to be garnished with
friendly vibes and a neighbourly community, people must
collaborate and create a wonderful environment. Thankfully, Chichester is full of people who are willing to help
one another. Its size means that a general outing to the
city centre almost guarantees a socialising experience,
because you might bump into a neighbour or strike up a
conversation with somebody else who happens to be
sharing your bench.
Our majestic cathedral represents `coming home' when
we are on a long car journey back to our house and suddenly its jutting spire is visible in the distance. Its grounds
are often host to a collision of young and elderly individuals. So many memories are left within those gardens, from
the small indents in the grass where people have sat, to
the hollowed out tree trunks where children have hidden
and writhed with laughter. The stretches of playground
supply a constant source of entertainment for many; for
some, more than they would care to admit. They are
surrounded by stretches of natural beauty, places that are
not plagued with buildings and graffiti but with flowers
and hedges.

Writer and chairman of the judges Graham Hurley with
three of the four winners: Daniel Bentley, James Parsons and Mia Edwards. Hannah Gray, the other joint
winner of the 17-21 category, was not present
City life would be nothing without contrast, and Chichester has just that; the shops contrast one another in size and
content, the weather affects the landscape in a way that
dapples it with new formations constantly. Even the
shapes and colours of the buildings vary depending on the
area, which means that there are always new places to
explore.
New and inspiring events are constantly taking place,
especially in the wonderful public library, where everyone is welcome to enjoy the many books or activities.
Studying is made easy, because every environment
possible is supplied around the city, ready to suit the
concentration needs of many. Chichester is constantly
being developed around us, because as its citizens, we
are free to sculpt it in whatever way we choose.
For this reason, we can't rely on it being as friendly and
safe as it is thought to be today forever; we must look
after the streets and make sure that its wonderful history
is not forgotten. The next generation will be greeted by
entirely different traditions, and therefore Chichester will
change over time. For now, we must make sure that we
teach others to understand the past so that in the future
our famous historical landmarks remain as respected as
they are at present.

Three of the winners are in the front row (Daniel Bentley,
James Parsons and Mia Edwards). Behind them are the

For me, what colours the remarkable museum, schools,
meeting rooms, shops and parks dotted around our beloved city are the personalities that fill it. Opportunities often life changing - can be found on every hidden lane
of Chichester when sought, and if it wasn't for both the
history and the people that make living here so worthwhile, Chichester may just be like every other region. We
must strive to fill the district with yet more memories so
that future citizens can enjoy it as much as we do.

Mia Edwards, age 13

runners-up, each of whom received a certificate.
Both the photos on this page are reproduced by courtesy of the
photographer, Louise Adams, and the Chichester Observer.
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Local Development
Framework Update
In February 2011 Chichester
District Council (CDC) agreed a
timetable for the resumption of
work on the Council's Local Development Framework (LDF) and
Core Strategy. This work had
been put on hold last Autumn following the change in Government
and uncertainties about national
planning policy. The Core Strategy will eventually supersede the
current District Local Plan which
was last reviewed way back in
April 1999 and has become increasingly out of date, through no
fault of the Council. At each stage
of the LDF process there will be
opportunities for everyone to be
involved and to have their say
about where development should
take place within the District.
Consultation on the first stage,
determining how much new
housing is required, begins on
August 26th for 4 weeks. The
Chichester Society's Executive
Committee will be sure to make
its views known and will welcome any views that members
may wish to make.
A large part of Chichester District
now lies within the new South
Downs National Park. The
National Park Authority (NPA)
became fully operational in April
2011 and is now the statutory
local planning authority for the
entire National Park and will
eventually prepare and adopt its
THE CHICHESTER SOCIETY
Registered Charity No 268055
THE 776757
CHICHESTER
SOCIETY
T 01243
E chisoc@hotmail.com
Registered Charity No 268055
Patron: The
Mayor
of
Chichester
Registered with the Civic Trust
President:
David
Goodman
T 01243
536725
E chisoc@hotmail.com
Vice-President: Joy Crawshaw
Patron: The Mayor of Chichester
President:
DavidAGM:
Goodman
Elected at 2010
Vice-Presidents: Joy Crawshaw and Ken Newbury
Chairman: Tony
Tony Dignum
Dignum
Chairman:
Vice-Chairman: John
John Templeton
Templeton
Vice-Chairman:
Secretary: David
Anthony
Quail
Secretary:
Wilson
Treasurer: vacant
David Wilson
Treasurer:
(Chairman acting as Treasurer)
Members of
of the
the Executive
Executive Committee:
Committee:
Members
Martyn Bell,
Bell, Madeleine
Madeleine Keene,
Keene, David
Cédric Laing,
Mitchell,
Martyn
John Pavitt,
Trevor
Redman,
Cédric
Mitchell,
John
Pavitt, Bill
Bill Sharp
Sharp and Jean
and Jean Symons.
Symons.

Registered Charity No. 268055

own Core Strategy and LDF. In
the interim it will be working
jointly with CDC to draw up and
adopt a core Strategy for the
whole of the District as an interim
measure.
However, uncertainties remain
because of the Coalition Government's Localism Bill which is
currently progressing through
Parliament. The Government intends to devolve certain planning
powers to Councils and
neighbourhoods to give local
communities more control over
housing and planning decisions
which directly affect them.
Key changes include the abolition
of the South East Plan which had
set the housing targets for each
local planning authority (LPA) in
our region (see previous newsletters for September 2009 and for
March & September 2010). Each
LPA will now be required to set
its own locally-determined
housing targets. And yet another
continuing uncertainty is whether
the A27 and the Apuldram
sewage works can be upgraded to
allow further housing development at or near the city.
The CDC will be providing regular LDF Updates on its website:
www.chichester.gov.uk and all
information about the National
Park can be accessed on their
website www.southdowns.gov.uk

Could this be the Biggest
Threat facing the City?
City
2,000 homes on
Whitehouse Farm
from Bishop Luffa School
to
Brandy Hole Copse

Possible
housing areas
shown in
Orange.

The map is included in an earlier
Linden Homes document.
Current proposals may vary in
detail but probably not in their
scale.

Watch this space!
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