THE CHICHESTER SOCIETY

NEWSLETTE
NEWSLETTER
R
www.chichestersociety.org.uk
March 2011
In this Issue:Page
1-2 Our Aims for 2011
and Beyond
3 and 8 South Downs
National Park Update
4-5 The Buttermarket:
the Phoenix Rises
6-8 Park & Ride for
Chichester?
9 Eyesores or
Enterprises?
10-12 Chichester
Festival Theatre:
Achievements and
Future
13 Essay Competition
14-15 The New Village
Hall in Boxgrove

Our Aims for 2011 and Beyond
When your Executive Committee held its
first meeting of the New Year early in
January we thought it timely to reassess our
objectives for the next twelve months and
beyond. We began by reminding ourselves
of our “Objects” as defined in our Rules as
approved by the Charity Commission:
• “to stimulate and foster greater public
awareness and knowledge of those
factors influencing the general
environment

16-17 The Olympic
Electric Theatre at
Northgate
18-19 Henry Smith:
the Fugitive Attorney

• “to secure a general improvement of
the social and cultural life of the community

At top right: The
Trundle from Singleton

• “to preserve, protect and improve the
features of historic or public interest,
and the environment.”

Printed on Nine Lives
recycled paper

We agreed that these objects, while still
absolutely valid, need to be reinterpreted in
contemporary terms.
We agreed that the three major threats to
achieving our Objects are:

1. Excessive New Housing:
We need to seize the opportunity to limit
new housing presented by the coalition
government’s planning policy and a new
Local Development Framework (LDF),
working with Chichester Residents’
Associations’ Co-ordinating Group
(CRACG) and individual residents’
associations.

We are hopeful that major development
will not be proposed until the necessary
Our Rules state that these Objects are to be infrastructure improvements have been put
in place.
applied to “the local government area
comprising the City of Chichester and its
These include the long-delayed upgrading
environs”, which has been deemed to be the of the A27 junctions around the city and the
whole of Chichester District.
expansion of the Apuldram sewage treat-
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ment plant capacity. In the latter case
the Environment Agency is taking a
robust line against any development
which adds to the plant’s load.

2. Increasing traffic:
We should develop the opportunity to
slow or stop vehicle traffic growth by
putting the focus on the pedestrian, on
public transport and cycling and:
• Support better and safer
provision for cyclists
• Push for some low-cost road
closures to reduce vehicle traffic
within the walls. These could
include:
∗ Closing the entrance from

Orchard Street into Chapel Street
to vehicles
∗ Closing the northbound lane of

St John’s Street north of New
Town, so reducing east bound
traffic in East Street.
• Press for the conversion of the
now fast-moving and dangerous St
Pancras/ Hornet gyratory to a single
vehicle lane (with paint, not
massive works) to allow a parallel
cycle lane.

3. The Government squeeze on
public spending
While accepting some economies are
necessary we wish to:
• Protect key facilities as far as
possible from grant reductions:
particularly the Pallant House
Gallery; the Chichester Festival
Theatre; and the new District
Museum
• Protect our parks and gardens from
damaging cuts while encouraging
appropriate less expensive planting
policies
• Sustain and improve local bus services.
**With spring weather, this group

should be kicking off soon. More
Friends would be welcome. Please
contact David Wilson on 536725 if
you can help.
Registered Charity No. 268055

There are also some
opportunities we support,
including:

We can promote the Society by
such means as:
• the Chichester Essay Challenge

• Cleaning up and re-painting the
fingerpost signposts

• An Awards scheme for good design

• Supporting the creation of a
Business Improvement District
within the ring road, which
would allow a supplementary
business rate to be used for
such townscape improvements
as smarter benches, more cycle
racks and the removal of
redundant street clutter

• A regular annual membership
drive, using the new membership
brochure, especially in areas of
new housing

• Developing the "Chisores"
campaign in conjunction with
the Observer
• Supporting a new group of
Friends of the Walls **to help
maintain the walls and their
embankments.

We will continue to maintain a
vigilant review of planning
applications:
• We need to focus on the most
important planning applications
and
• Avoid overlap with Chichester
Conservation Area Advisory
Committee, except on controversial applications and those
where our views differ from
those of the Advisory Committee.

We will work to realise the
Society’s objectives in various
ways, by:
• Continuing to produce the wellrespected Newsletter

• Improving our networking with
Councillors and Council Officers
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Raising our membership and our public profile will in turn increase the
consideration given by our Councils
to the Society’s campaigns.

Expanding our Resources
While our finances are strong in
relation to our normal commitments,
we need more members willing to
help actively.
To achieve our objectives, we need to
do more to attract new Committee
members and those willing to help
with specific tasks but not serve on
the Committee.

Developing Alliances
We can partially solve this shortage of
active resources, as we have in the
past, by developing ad hoc alliances
on specific issues.
We have achieved some of our most
important campaign victories (for examples, those relating to gravel in
2009 and the nightclub in 2003) by
working with others to meet the
threats to our objectives and to our
quiet enjoyment of the City; and we
need to be willing to make alliances
again as necessary.

A Warm Welcome

• Holding open meetings on current
controversial issues

• Making more effective contacts
with the Press, other media and
developing further the Society’s
Website.

• Holding events, including, possibly, participating in the Chichester
Festivities in 2012.

There is always plenty for us to do. So
we always welcome new members,
both those who can play an active role
and others who support us by their
membership.
We also welcome ideas, comments
and suggestions from our members,
including letters to the editor.

Tony Dignum
Chairman of
the Society
www.chichestersociety.org.uk
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South Downs National Park Update

Since Andrew Shaxson's excellent
and informative talk at our AGM
(which he summarised for us in our
December Newsletter) the South
Downs National Park Authority
(SDNPA) has started work on its
statutory Management Plan which
has to be in place by 2014.

Kingley Vale, showing the to-be-restored dew pond at right of centre
individuals as possible. It is proposing a 'SDNP Partnership' of around
20 people with relevant expertise to
guide the production of the Plan.

to provide the day to day planning
work including determining most
planning applications.

The delegation agreement will ensure
that the NPA will deal with major
It is also suggesting 'themed working applications itself . The Authority
groups' of organisations and
will also be responsible for producindividuals to give advice and
The Management Plan
ing the statutory Local Development
support, and there are plans to hold
Framework for the whole Park,
an annual South Downs Forum for
This plan will identify the NPA's
working closely with the LPAs. The
anyone with an interest in the SDNP agency agreements are expected to
priorities and strategies to bring
environmental, social and economic to have their say.
operate for a 3 year period (to March
benefits to the Park, covering topics Planning Applications
2014) when they will be reviewed to
such as landscapes, habitats, sustaindecide whether or not to continue
From April 2011 the SDNPA will be
able land management and the
them. The SDNPA will pay the local
responsible for all planning througheconomy.
authorities for the services they will
out the NP. A binding legal agency
The Plan will be key to the work of agreement was signed on 4 Novem- be providing on behalf of the
Authority.
the SDNPA and of other local
ber between the NPA and the 15
authorities and public bodies. The
local planning authorities (LPAs)
SDNPA will be seeking the views
(including Chichester District Counand ideas of as many groups and
cil) whereby the LPAs will continue
(Continued on page 8)
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The Buttermarket: The Phoenix Rises
In October 2005 Chichester City
Council’s Buttermarket Working
Group held its first meeting. Its
Terms of Reference were to consider and investigate the options
for the leasing and redevelopment
of the Buttermarket while ensuring
the best value for Chichester.

A Short History
Completed in 1808 by the Chichester Corporation the Market
House, as it was then known,
provided a site for market traders
replacing the one that had
previously existed at the Market
Cross, under the Old Market
House and the undercroft of the
present Council House. A first
floor extension was added in the
early twentieth century to house
the Technical Institute and Art
School.

The Drivers for the Scheme
The key points for the City
Council in moving ahead with the
scheme of major refurbishment
were:- The building needed extensive repairs carried out to it.
While a ramp had recently
been provided for wheel chair
access to the ground floor no
such provision existed for the
first floor.
- The need to ensure that this
two hundred year old building was made fit for purpose
for many years to come.

Who does what and how do
we do it?
These were the significant questions to be addressed. The only
sources of income received by the

City Council, apart from the sum
raised by the City’s share of the
council tax, are the income from
the Buttermarket, the hiring of
rooms at the Council House and
the allotment rents.
Although the Council’s Capital
Reserves were strong with the
money received from the disposal
of the former allotment site at Hay
Road, the extent of the costs that
would be involved in the refurbishment of the Buttermarket was
daunting.

The Case against Going it
Alone
It was possible to have ‘gone it
alone’ with the Council taking out
a large loan that would have had to
be paid back over many years.

Two views of the new interior, showing its high quality finish: below and on next page

Registered Charity No. 268055
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Even so, the estimated costs would
have eaten up the majority of the
existing capital and so prevented
the implementation of other projects. The cost of any loan would
have fallen as a direct burden upon
City residents as part of the annual
council tax precept.
A number of Councillors and staff
had commercial business experience that could be utilised to good
effect, but a respected expert in
commercial property matters identified the benefits of not going
alone into a project of this nature.

Seeking a Partner
This led the City Council to seek a
development partner. That is to
say someone who would carry out
the work of repair and refurbishment to the high standards that
would be expected, but at their
own cost. The City Council would
retain the freehold and receive a
share of the profits from the
lettings of the new units.
During 2007 a renamed Buttermarket Selection Committee –
Councillor Barry Fletcher now
firmly in the Chair – began its
deliberations. The City Council by
this time had taken professional
The Refurbishment
advice from a number of sources
who had a significant level of
expertise in dealing with commer- The refurbishment of the Buttermarket has now been completed to
cial property.
an exceptionally high standard by
Following the submission of a
a local firm, W. Stirland Ltd. It has
number of expressions of interest, not been possible to incorporate all
a searching analysis was underthe wishes expressed by members
taken by our professional advisers. of the Council, such as a rear
This involved looking at the vari- access and more individual units.
ous proposals in terms of their
However, it is a fact of life that
track record, financial standing,
alternatives and options will
design proposals, deliverability,
always arise during the debate
sustainability and conformity with about any major project.
the City Council’s brief. Four
potential development partners
There has been extensive publicity
were interviewed by the City
about the refurbishment of the
Council from whom the final
Buttermarket, some of it, not perchoice was Orion (Southern)
haps unexpectedly, ill-informed.
Limited.
The time has now come to look
ISSUE NUMBER 168 ~ MARCH 2011

forward and not backward to what
was once there, as this exciting
project starts to live and breathe,
bringing new life to Chichester in
early 2011.

Rodney Duggua
Clerk to the City Council
Photographs are the work of Alec
Cazas and we thank him for
allowing us to reproduce them.
Writer’s Note: Respected local
historian Alan Green has confirmed the name ‘Buttermarket’ is
one associated with local tradition, although perhaps Alan might
wish to substitute ‘habit’ for
‘tradition?

Member of the Historic Towns Forum
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Park and Ride for Chichester?
It is very tempting, especially when
held up by traffic coming into the city
or unable to find a space in a car
park, to declare that all these problems would be sorted if only Chichester had a Park and Ride (P&R)
scheme.

Impressive Schemes Elsewhere
Certainly, anyone who visits the larger cities of Oxford or Cambridge has
to be impressed by the spacious car
parks, the dedicated modern buses,
the bus lanes and the radio-controlled
traffic lights to speed the bus journey.
Many cities comparable to Chichester
have P&R schemes, too, and a selection is given in the table above right.

So What’s Not to Like?
The answer is, as in so many cases,
the cost of the scheme. It is said that
there is only one P&R operation in
Britain that makes a profit; probably
the one privately operated by Stagecoach at Cheltenham which uses the
pre-existing racecourse car park.
Other schemes are subsidised by receipts from city centre parking or are
directly paid for by council tax. P&R
in Dorchester costs £75,000 p.a.;
Brighton closed its scheme in 2009
when support from the developers of
Churchill Square ran out; Shrewsbury
and Cambridge found that each
passenger on its P&R was being
subsidised by £1.80 and £1.06
respectively for each journey.

Winchester P&R site (note that this is the
East site in Winchester,
not the South site referred to in text)

and at the Barracks add over one
thousand dwellings to the city.
As stated in its Car Parking Strategy
for 2010-20, the Chichester District
Council is planning to maximise the
capacity of the existing stock with
small scale innovative solutions.
These should add an extra 500 offstreet spaces close to the Ring Road
in the next 10 years, on top of the
existing 4,200 spaces. In addition the
Strategy envisaged:

Nevertheless, most cities have progressively extended their schemes,
suggesting that they find P&R valuable. The popularity of P&R is
(i) Additional capacity should be
vouched for by petitions arising when
sought initially through at least one
closures have been proposed.
Park and Ride site.

The Case for P&R in Chichester (ii) Provision for increased decked
The justification for having P&R in
Chichester has to lie in improving
access to and around the city, in attracting more shoppers for general
prosperity, in environmental improvement for pedestrians or cyclists,
or simply in avoiding gridlock for
most of the working day. The last of
these may yet be the most significant
as new developments in Graylingwell
Registered Charity No. 268055

parking should be sought depending
upon identified need and funding.
The Government squeeze has meant
that £2 million allocated for the
capital costs of P&R has been
removed, so would need to be found
elsewhere.
However, in the author’s opinion,
consideration of Park and Ride for
Chichester is still justified.

THE CHICHESTER SOCIETY NEWSLETTER

The Costs of Park and Ride
First, you need a lot of space at the
out of town Park and Ride site to park
cars in. By the time you have allowed
for turning spaces and bus shelters
and so on, 500 spaces will require at
least two acres of land. Building land
in West Sussex is selling for half a
million pounds an acre, which even if
the council already owns the site
represents a capital amount foregone.
Then the parking site has to be prepared. Car drivers will not leave their
vehicles to get on a bus unless the
experience is a pleasant one. For a
start, you need to level, drain, surface
with tarmacadam and mark out the
site.
Then there needs to be a waiting
room, preferably with real-time bus
running information, and ticket
machines.

www.chichestersociety.org.uk
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The cost of all this capital expenditure
at a new site for 864 cars at Winchester South was £7 million, or about
£8,000 per space.
Next we have the cost of the buses. A
new bus to provide a dedicated service would cost upwards of £150,000,
and a minimum of two of these would
be needed to provide a service
frequency of 15 minutes – more if
significant peak hour delays were experienced. People are not going to use
the buses, however comfortable, if all
they do is sit in traffic because of
queues of cars; so more money would
have to be spent on traffic
management.
Finally, and what most people think
of first, we have the cost of running
the buses themselves. In Cambridge
in 2000, this was stated to be £1.30
per km.

Winchester Park and Ride bus

hibited from using them. Indeed, the
experience of Cambridge in the early
2000s was of a net decline in city
P&R Strategies
centre traffic of some 20% compared
There is an interesting difference in
with the national trend, again good
strategy revealed in the table on previnews for cyclists.
ous page. Some towns charge for
Applying the Cambridge bus cost
parking but run a free bus, a move
figure of £1.30 per km for one site
intended to encourage car sharing.
but doubled for inflation since then,
Others have free parking, but charge
for the bus – such schemes tend to be the bus service would cost about £6
aimed at commuter rather than shop- for a round trip. At 50 trips per day
for 313 days per year (i.e. not
per parking, or if it is felt that many
people will Cycle and Ride (In Brigh- Sundays) this comes out in round
ton, nearly half the users were cyclists terms at £100,000. Compare this with
the revenue that might be generated
or pedestrians).
with a charge of £2 to park, again 313
Whatever the strategy, it is apparent
days per year, and 500 spaces with
that there is a significant net annual
perhaps 80% occupancy. The income
cost to council taxpayers, taking all
would be £313,000, covering the runthe costs described above into
ning cost plus the necessary adminiaccount, unlike ground-level car parks stration - everything from keeping the
which are usually significant net
car park tidy to collecting the money
revenue earners.
from ticket machines.

crossed!) that by-pass is due for major
improvement works in the next few
years. This site does however have the
advantage that there will be a regular
and probably underused bus service
available from Graylingwell, supported by the developers there. The
P&R at Cowes operates using the ordinary buses from Newport to Cowes,
so, although this is an unusual arrangement, it can be done. Several
schemes report that instituting P&R
increased the number of passenger
trips into the town concerned by a
matter of 20%.

Applying Pressures to use P&R

Beside the carrot there is also the
stick. Several schemes owe their success to pressure exerted on commuters
to use P&R. Hampshire County
Council’s new building in Winchester
took space used for staff car parking,
P&R in Chichester
The Capital Costs
so that the staff were forced to use
P&R. The same scheme has also sold
One possible P&R site, at Portfield,
This would leave the capital costs to
pre-booked
space to the County Hoscould be given priority access via
be found. In most towns, the immedipital
for
use
by their staff. Dorchester,
Bradshaw Road, by putting in rising
ate cost has been borrowed, and the
on
the
other
hand, was embarrassed
bollards in Swanfield Drive at its hos- interest on the debt serviced by a surby
the
withdrawal
at a late stage of
pital end. An alternative site which
plus derived from city centre car parkboth County Council and hospital,
has been suggested, near the
ing charges.
who had promised to take up spaces.
Fishbourne roundabout, could be
Are there are some economies? In
given priority by preventing through
As the Society has previously sugterms of sites, the council already
traffic, except buses, from using
gested, season tickets for Chichester’s
owns land at Portfield, so the money
Westgate. Are the rest of us content to
car parks are too cheap and their cost
for buying land doesn’t have to be
accept these restrictions? A positive
found upfront. However, this site is at should be increased to encourage
spin-off would be that these bus
other ways of getting to work. It is
the wrong end of the by-pass for the
routes would however become more
worth noting that a site at Portfield
expected demand – and (fingers
(Continued on page 8)
attractive to cyclists as cars were proISSUE NUMBER 168 ~ MARCH 2011
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Park and Ride (Continued)
would allow hospital visitors and staff
to make use of a service from there.

Costs of a Multi-Storey Car
Park?
No new land is available in central
Chichester, so this option, either alone
or in conjunction with P&R, would
effectively mean converting all or part
of Northgate or the Market to a multistorey car park. Investigations for a
new multi-storey in Dartford
suggested a projected cost of
between £12 and £15 thousand per
space in 2010. For comparison, a
multi-storey in Birmingham in 2007
actually cost £11 million for 1000
spaces, or £11,000 per space, suggesting that there are some economies of
scale. However, schemes involving
adding decks to existing car parks
appear to be more expensive because
of the complexity of working around
the existing structure.

The Pressure for More Parking
In the end, external pressures will
force the District Council to find more
parking space if Chichester is to continue to thrive. This article has reviewed some of the cost implications
of extra provision, though the figures
given should be regarded as approximate.
What is certain is that the present inclination to defer for yet another year
(‘do-minimum’ in council jargon)

needs to give way to positive action
very soon. Chichester District Council’s estimate is that between 2 and 3
years are needed to implement any
scheme, though Guildford’s experience suggests that this could be shortened, at least in the physical construction of P&R. At the rate at which
Chichester is growing, this is no time
to continue procrastinating.
The author’s personal view is that
P&R will be superior to more multistorey car parks. P&R is competitive
in terms of cost, and offers the possibility of passengers being put down in
the centre of the city, with no need to
walk in from the ring road. There is
no competition on grounds of appearance or traffic pollution. Why are we
waiting?
All figures given should be regarded as
approximate guidelines, and subject to

The South Downs Volunteer Rangers
Service of over 400 individuals, who
South Downs Update
do valuable work maintaining land
and footpaths, has voted to work for
The Budget
the SDNPA rather than for the
The Authority has resolved that it will County Councils . The latter are takbe a lean and efficient organisation,
ing back responsibility for rights of
working with others wherever possiway from the former South Downs
ble. Its budget for the next 4 years has Joint Committee. The Committee held
been announced by the Government. a farewell event at the Minerva TheaIt will have £11.4m for 2011-12, detre in January.
creasing to £10.2m for the following
The SDNPA headquarters is at Rosethree years.
mary's Parlour, North Street, MidWithin the 2011/12 budget, provision hurst GU29 9SB, and all information
has been made for Community Grants about the Authority can be obtained
totalling £400,000, aimed at involving on www.southdowns.gov.uk
the local community and voluntary
John Templeton
groups across the Park area.
Vice-Chairman of the Society
(Continued from page 3)

Registered Charity No. 268055
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Oxford Park and Ride bus
adjustment for any particular scheme in
Chichester.
More reading can be found on the various council websites for the towns given
above; at www.konsult.leeds.ac.uk for
a Department of Transport survey carried out at Leeds University; and
www.lucas-smith.co.uk/dissertation for
a detailed examination of the costs and
effects of the Cambridge scheme, submitted for a Master’s degree at Cambridge University.
Also “2010.11.09 Car Park Strategy v6
approved by Council_Final”
available from CDC.

A personal view from

David Wilson
Treasurer of the Society

Can you help?
Good communications and media awareness are vital to maintain the Chichester
Society’s profile in the community. The
Executive therefore wants to recruit a new
member to the Executive with a media and
Public Relations brief.
Do you know anyone who:
• is passionate about the city’s past,
present and future
• has media and PR skills
• is willing to apply those skills to help
the Society on a voluntary basis?
The Executive Committee meets monthly.
If you know someone who might like to
help then please ask them to contact the
Society’s Chairman, Tony Dignum on
01243 538585 or
tonydignum@gmail.com

www.chichestersociety.org.uk
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Eyesores or Enterprises?
Eyesores or enterprises - most people in Chichester will have a view
on whether street trading stalls fall
into one of these two categories.

Definitely eyesores
I come down firmly for the first
one, and take the view that together
with the ubiquitous A-boards which
still bedevil the main streets they
are an absolute disgrace to an historic city centre.
Both obstruct pedestrians in their
free passage through busy and
crowded streets, especially around
the City Cross, although at least the
A-boards stay in one place.
The various tacky stalls hawking
anything from hot-dogs to headscarves any day of the week move
from spot to spot on their little
wheels, no doubt to avoid possible
prosecution.

But while shops are expected to
maintain high standards, out in the
highway itself it appears that anything goes.

The issue was raised at a recent
District Council meeting, when
members were told there were real
problems over dealing with the
But the problem goes much further problem of street trading, with
than just getting in our way - some limited powers available and plenty
of them are tatty, scruffy and gener- of opportunities for evasion of what
ally second-rate, and some of the
controls there are.
hot food one or two of them sell
Even if a case ends up in court, the
smells far from appetising.
council heard, fines imposed were
Why are they tolerated?
so small it was hardly worth
incurring the cost of bringing a
That they have been allowed to conprosecution.
tinue in business for so long, plying
their seedy trade just yards from the Their adverse impacts
500-year-old City Cross and the
ancient cathedral, is quite extraordi- One has to acknowledge that the
people running the stalls are just
nary.
trying to make a living, but they are
For years, local planners have main- plying their trade at considerable
tained relentless pressure on retail- cost to the environment and to
ers over the appearance of shop
public convenience.
fronts and hanging signs - and conservationists would say quite rightly There is also a further argument
against them, of course, and that
so.
relates to city centre retailers, who
To their credit, the planners have
not only have to adhere to stringent
prevented Chichester from going
planning controls but to pay very
the way of many other shopping
substantial sums in rents and
centres, with a plethora of
business rates for the privilege of
garish illuminated shop signs
trading in the city centre.
competing for attention.
ISSUE NUMBER 168 ~ MARCH 2011

The damage caused to them by the
street stalls is not by taking large
amounts of business away - the
quality of most of the goods on
offer is unlikely to do this - but by
seriously harming the general ambience of an otherwise very pleasing
and attractive location.
Farmers' markets do in fact pose
some competition to the shops, but
at least they sell quality local produce, and actually attract large numbers of people into Chichester, with
a potential spin-off for established
traders. They also appear on the
scene only once a fortnight, for one
morning.
A lot of people feel we are already
an over-regulated and overcontrolled society here in the UK,
observed day and night by CCTV
cameras, chivvied by parking
wardens and harassed by bureaucrats.
But I suspect many would welcome
the introduction of tough new bylaws enabling local authorities to
get to grips with the problem of
street trading, sweeping away the
eyesores and giving us back our
streets.

Member of the Historic Towns Forum
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The Chichester Festival Theatre:
Achievements and Future
How time flies!
Just over three years ago, at the
end of 2007, I sat down to write a
piece about my first two years at
Chichester Festival Theatre.
Re-reading that article, I was
reminded of how fragile the
organisation felt then. Things were
looking up in 2007, but we had a
long way to go.
My article also referred to Chichester’s greatest asset: its
audiences. I firmly believed this to
be true but I hadn’t imagined just
how important the audiences were
going to be. In 2007, we were
making our first tentative steps to
re-engage with everyone who had
drifted away from us.

Achievements since 2005
As I write this piece, days before
the announcement of our 2011
season, it is a good moment to
reflect on what we have managed
to achieve over the last five years.
Numbers don’t tell the whole
story, but, despite the recession
and the pressure on everyone’s
finances, we have been fortunate
to increase our audiences significantly. Our home-produced

Jonathan Church
Registered Charity No. 268055

The Chichester Festival Theatre:
after 50 years now in need of some refurbishment

Festival season audiences have
risen from 106,000 in 2005 to
202,000 in 2010 – making 2010
one of the three most successful
years in the Theatre’s history.
There has been a similar percentage increase in attendances for the
visiting work over that period.

West End by storm, but also New
York and Broadway, we have
managed to continue to give the
work made in Chichester an
extended life throughout the
country and (occasionally) across
the Atlantic. These projects raise
the profile of Chichester itself and
the work produced by this Theatre,
What that audience increase has
meant, combined with the essential and they also bring a welcome
grants we receive from Arts Coun- financial benefit back to us which
cil England South East, Chichester in turn we are able to re-invest in
District Council and West Sussex the work. Key productions transferring to the West End or touring
County Council, is that we have
have been Calendar Girls,
been able to invest more in the
Onassis, The Grapes of Wrath, Six
work we make, to attract an
Characters
in Search of an Author,
increasing number of world-class
Taking
Sides
and Collaboration by
artists to Chichester to make their
work and to invest in the building Ronald Harwood, Yes Prime
Minister and, of course, ENRON.
and its staff. It has also given us
the confidence to plan for a
ENRON, in particular, illustrates
number of exciting future
how new work, risk, and proper
developments.
financial investment can lead to
something extraordinary being
The Work
created. ENRON started at Chichester as a three-way co-production
To start with the work. After the
between Rupert Goold’s company
incredible success of Macbeth,
Headlong, Chichester Festival
directed by Rupert Goold in 2007,
Theatre and The Royal Court
which ended up not only taking the
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Theatre. Only through the combination of the skill and effort of
these companies did ENRON ever
see the light of day.
On the surface it might have
seemed ludicrous to produce a
play about the downfall of an
energy company on the scale of a
small musical in a studio space;
and with a script that included
marauding dinosaurs and cameo
appearances by Arnold Schwarzenegger and The Lehman Brothers with no obvious ‘star’ casting
when it was first announced. But
it is exactly this kind of ‘risk’
linked to serious artists that makes
producing new work in the theatre
so exciting. It is also this kind of
risk that we would never have
been able to take without the public subsidy we enjoy combined
with the extraordinary support we
receive from our audiences.

A scene from Grapes of Wrath; acclaimed translation of Steinbeck’s novel to the stage

commercial end of the spectrum –
Yes, Prime Minister, by Jonathan
Which brings me back, once again,
Lynn and Tony Jay. (I could use
to our audiences now. What has
all the space I have been allowed
amazed me over the past five years
to list dozens of other examples!)
has been their willingness to take
New work is the life-blood of
I like to believe that Olivier’s
risks and to see new work: from
theatre and without the investment
tradition of placing one piece of
the wonderfully anarchic I am
in, and nourishment of, such work
new work in the Theatre each
Shakespeare by Mark Rylance
there will be no classics for the
season led the audience here to
through to The Last Confession by
future.
understand that there is nothing
Roger Crane. They have
more exciting than seeing a
responded similarly to new adapta- The Future
brilliant play you have never seen tions of work by living writers that
before, each twist and turn as fresh we have commissioned, from
And it is the future with which I
and exciting as any film or new
want to end.
Strindberg’s The Father, adapted
novel you could see or read.
by Mike Poulton, to – at the more
2012 marks the 50th Anniversary
of this incredible theatre; we are
extremely proud to be its custodians in that year. We want to find a
magical way to celebrate its
history with you – and what better
way of doing so than to look
forward, in every sense of that
phrase.

Our Responsive Audiences

Many of you may have read in the
local papers that we are beginning
a long journey toward refurbishing
and improving the Festival
Theatre. From the point of the
view of the audiences, it may
appear to be surviving the rigours
of time quite well, but backstage and in some of the rather dull
A scene from Enron: an exciting play about the downfall of an energy company
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Email to the
Editor
The North Street Harpist
I was very pleased to see in the last
edition of the newsletter a reference
to John Coren, the harpist who does
indeed play delightfully around
Chichester, in North Street and also
at the North Street end of the Oaklands Way subway. John is a
really charming person to talk with.
I do not know him personally, but I
too play a small folk harp and we
have chatted when I meet him. (He
saved hard for his very fine harp
and plays much better than I do).
(Continued from page 11)

Above: The Minerva Theatre

areas that provide heat, airconditioning and hot water (and
the parlous state of some of the
concrete and the insulation of the
roof) - there is an awful lot of
work to be done just to maintain
the building in good working
order for the next 50 years. Given
the success we are enjoying, can
we do something to ensure the
Theatre not only survives for
another half century but also
flourishes and improves its
facilities for all who visit and all
who work in it?
We are working with a team of
architects on a conservation
management plan which will lead
into a feasibility study as to what
might be possible. We are thinking and dreaming about what
Olivier, Tyrone Guthrie and all
the great directors, actors and
designers who have inhabited our
theatre might have wished to
see…

The Springboard of 2012
What is certain, is that we will use
the springboard of 2012 to

Below: A scene from Love Story

celebrate Chichester Festival
Theatre’s glorious history and to
look forward to securing its future
as one of the best places to see
home-produced theatre in this
country.

Jonathan Church
Artistic Director
Chichester Festival Theatre

All three photos of shows are by Manuel Harlan.

Once when I gave him a modestly
reasonable remuneration, he thrust
one of his CDs into my hand, one
which of course I kept, and which I
have since very much enjoyed listening to. And when I saw him
next time and insisted on paying
him for it, this after all being his
livelihood, he tried to give me
another! (and graciously accepted
my refusal).
Harps are expensive instruments to
maintain, but he clearly gets great
pleasure from playing and giving
back his pleasure to passers-by. I
hope people will really notice him.
Mrs Marion Somerville
Whyke Road, Chichester.

The photo of the Festival Theatre is by Alberto Arzoz
Registered Charity No. 268055
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Why we started the Chichester Essay Challenge

New Museum Director for
Weald and Downland

Readers may have read in the Chichester Observer that the Society has
teamed up with the Observer to jointly sponsor a new competition
deliberately aimed at the younger generation. This is the background.
The Chichester Society was set up nearly forty years ago to safeguard
the city’s heritage for future generations. Today we continue this tradition of civic concern and we want to encourage young people to share
our enthusiasm. To this end Vice-President and founder-member Joy
Crawshaw suggested at our AGM last October that the Society asks
young people what they think about their city.
We want young people living in this area to tell us ‘What makes
Chichester special for me’, by writing down their ideas and sending
them to the Chichester Observer, who are co-sponsors for this competition. The Society thinks it’s important to give young people an opportunity to express their views about Chichester’s special qualities – and
this is why three cash prizes ranging from £50 to £150 are offered for
the winning entries, one for each age group (8-11, 12-16, and 17-21) .
There will also be an award of certificates for other commended entries.
The competition was launched in the Observer on February 3rd with a
closing date of Monday 28th February.
Some of the topics young people are likely to tell us about include:
• How they view Chichester’s long history, of which we are reminded
daily by the cathedral and the city walls
• What might improve their quality of life in the city but which is not
available at present
• What they think about local traffic issues
• Whether they feel safe when they go out to socialize
• Is there enough to do?
This has been an opportunity for young people to tell us not only what
makes Chichester special for them, but how they would continue to
make it special in the years to come.
Entries will be judged by panel including the writer Graham Hurley,
Colin Channon (the Editor of the Observer), Councillor Anne Scicluna
and both the Chairman and Secretary of the Society. There will be an
awards ceremony at 6pm on Monday March 28th in the upstairs
Assembly Room to which everyone is welcome.

Tony Dignum

A date for your diary
Chichester Society
Annual General Meeting
Wednesday, 12th October
at 7:00pm in the Assembly Room

Guest speaker:
To be advised
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Newsletter Issues 1 and 2
The Society possess an almost complete archive of past Newsletters but
two are missing: numbers 1 and 2.
If any member has either of these, we
would be grateful if you could please
contribute it to our archive and
deliver it to:
John Templeton,
Vice-Chairman,
32 Washington Street,
Chichester PO19 3BN

The Weald & Downland Open Air Museum at Singleton has announced the
appointment of Richard Pailthorpe as
its new Director. Richard joined in
January, after Richard Harris, Director
since 2001, retired at the end of last
year. Richard Pailthorpe brings a
wealth of expertise and experience in
the heritage and visitor attractions sectors, including a significant previous
role at the Museum from 1979 to 1995.
Richard joins as the Museum celebrates
its 40th anniversary. He vividly remembers being very impressed with the
Museum’s visionary concept when he
became one of its first visitors during
its opening month in September 1970.
Richard’s early career included time at
the Goodwood Estate as an Assistant
Land Agent, followed by the years at
the Museum working as Assistant Director to the former Director, the late
Chris Zeuner. He remembers this period as an exciting time, with the Museum firmly establishing itself as a
major regional visitor attraction. A
number of significant historic buildings
were re-erected at this time, and many
of the popular Museum events such as
the Rare Breeds Show and Heavy
Horse Show were initiated. He also
succeeded the Duke of Richmond as
Chairman of the Chichester Visitors
Group and was much involved in developing local tourism.
After leaving the Museum in 1995,
Richard managed Syon Park, the London home of the Duke of Northumberland and latterly Parham Park, near
Storrington.
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The New Village Hall in Boxgrove
The opening of the new Boxgrove
Village Hall on a beautiful sunny
day with snow all around was a
real community event, with over
300 people attending.
The Hall was officially opened by
the Duke and Duchess of Richmond and Gordon, on the 3rd
December, 2010. It was a particularly nostalgic event for them, as
in 1932 the land for the original
hall had been given to the Parish
by the then Duchess of Richmond
and Gordon.
After 10 years of planning and
fundraising, and 10 months of
building time, the long awaited
Hall was finally completed. With
all its state of the art facilities, the
Hall will provide the Parish and
surrounding villages with the opportunity to participate in activities
which the old hall could not support. It will particularly benefit the
youth, elderly, disabled, and
families.

The Duke of Richmond and Gordon cuts the tape.
The Duchess is next to him and on her left is Doreen Johnstone

The Hall’s facilities
The new Hall comprises a large
sports hall which seats up to 150
people, and has a moveable stage;
a smaller hall, seating 40 people,
and a medical centre for the Langley House Doctors’ surgery twice
weekly, and other para-medical
and alternative medical therapies.
There is also a large modern
kitchen, with first class catering
facilities. The Hall is surrounded
by playing fields, with a large car
park, a cycle park, and a bus stop
immediately outside.

Fundraising

The Hall was designed by the
architect Richard Atkinson of
RJCA Architects, and constructed
by John Lillywhite Ltd.. Christopher Tod chaired the construction
committee and they all ensured
that the building stayed on time

A small fundraising team chaired
by me worked really hard on planning and fundraising to reach the
required target of £840,000 for the
work, but without the help of the
Big Lottery Fund Community
Buildings Programme, which

Registered Charity No. 268055

and within budget, for which we
are all extremely grateful.
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A snowy day for the opening

awarded the amount of £500,000,
it could never have been built.
Other grants from the West Sussex
County Council, Chichester
District Council, central government and the Garfield Weston
Foundation were received, as was
valuable support from the
Boxgrove Parish Council and
Action in Rural Sussex.

www.chichestersociety.org.uk
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The Parish raised over £160,000,
which was initiated by a large
donation from the Duke of Richmond and Gordon. The 200 Club
which was started by Nick Brooks
(who sadly died before the project
was completed) has raised over
£25,000. Additionally, many fundraising events and lots of donations enabled us to reach the above
Parish total. A small loan of
£35,000 from the Public Works
Board was needed to fund some of
the equipment. The Hall aims to
break even in two years’ time,
which will be no mean achievement for a new venture in today’s
harsh financial climate.

External view above and the main room below

The Activities
Amongst the many activities on
offer, there are the Bumble Bees
Nursery Play Group for 2-5s, WI,
after-school clubs, yoga, pilates,
Scottish dancing, line dancing,
ballet, art classes, table tennis, and
many others. In time it is hoped to
have short mat bowls, short tennis,
gymnastics, an IT club, drama, etc.
There are already bookings for
wedding receptions, christenings,
business meetings and charitable
functions.
As I said in my speech at the Hall
opening: ‘This is a day for celebration. We have not had a new hall
for 72 years and our dream has
finally come true. Now it is up to
all of you to come and use it, and
enjoy it.’

Doreen Johnstone
Doreen is Chairman of
Boxgrove Parish Council

Contact for bookings:
Brenda Atlee
01243 773304
or email:
b-assured@btconnect.com
Right: the villagers and others
arrive for the opening
ISSUE NUMBER 168 ~ MARCH 2011
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The Centenary of the Olympic Electric Theatre
at Northgate: still keeping its theatrical links
The Olympic Electric Theatre at
Northgate should be celebrating its
centenary this year; but it has little
to celebrate, with bits of masonry
falling off its facade, grass and
plants growing out of its gutters and
a hole in its roof. However, you can
still see the original features of the
building, especially where the
showing attraction posters would
have been on left and right.
Cinema 1911-22
It was opened in May 1911 by the
Chichester Olympic Company and
was constructed by local builders,
with walls of flint and brick and an
attractive ornate theatre-style
facade. It was in fact Chichester's
first cinema, one of many built
across Britain in the first decade of
the 20th century. The company also
constructed a roller skating rink
next door. About 10 years later the
electric theatre was nearly
destroyed by a major fire. Then on
Monday 6th February 1922 the
Olympia's lifespan came to an
abrupt end with a second fire which
closed it as a theatre for good. The
fire broke out in the right balcony
17 Northgate). The latter of these
and completely gutted the
two have featured in our newsletauditorium.
ters as 'Chisores' but have since
been
restored and reoccupied.
Bus Garage 1923-54
However the buildings soon found
a new use. They were acquired by
Southdown Motor Services in 1923
as a bus garage which served the
Chichester area until 1954 when
Southdown built a new bus garage
and bus station at Basin Road and
Southgate.
Marooned
The following 56 years have seen
the gradual decline of this former
entertainment complex. It found
itself marooned in the Northgate
Gyratory in the early 1970's, together with three Grade 2 listed
buildings (North Lodge and 16 &
Registered Charity No. 268055

The Theatre in its
opening year of 1911

Onto the Local List

The unlisted Olympic Electric
Theatre was identified in the Chichester Conservation Area Character
In 1975 it enjoyed brief national
attention when our Founder, David Appraisal (2005) as a Positive
Building or Structure, and has reGoodman, commandeered it for a
cently been added to Chichester
National Art Exhibition during
District Council's Local List of
'Chichester 900', the forerunner of
the Chichester Festivities, marking Buildings of Architectural or Histhe 900th anniversary of Chichester toric Interest. This designation
gives it recognition but no addiCathedral. In our newsletter for
tional protection although, being
July 1975 we commented: 'how
many visitors to the impressive in- within the Chichester Conservation
terior of the Olympic Electric Thea- Area, it cannot be demolished withtre went home wondering why such out planning permission. The listing
description reads: 'Now overshada valuable community asset had
owed by modern development, this
remained empty for so long?'.
modest building could with proper
conservation become a townscape
Briefly to the fore
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landmark.'
Theatre Store
During the following 35 years it
was used for storage or more frequently lay unused until about
three years ago when Chichester
Festival Theatre decided to lease it
as a Props and Costume Store.
This is featured in a fascinating
article in the January edition of
'Sussex Life' in which the Store is
described as " crammed from floor
to ceiling with tens of thousands of
historical stage garments and
props.
"Rail upon rail heaves with costumes ranging from dramatic Victorian gowns to 1950s Marilyn
Monroe-style dresses for women,
and from military uniforms to
butlers’ outfits for men. A life-size
fibreglass model of a 1930s Hudson car from the Grapes of Wrath
two years ago takes up a large
area of floor space and is piled
high with memorabilia from other
shows."**
It is perhaps appropriate that this
interesting building which started
its life as a theatre (albeit an electric one!) should 100 years on be
still serving a theatrical role, as a
theatre store - at least something
to celebrate.

The Olympic Electric Theatre today

However, urgent remedial works
to the roof and main facade are
needed before deterioration continues further. The Festival Theatre is
not responsible for the structure
and maintenance of the building,
so we have asked the District
Council to press the owners to
carry out the necessary repairs.
The District Council has replied
that it is monitoring the condition
of the structure. But we seek more
positive action to save this building. Please let us have your views

John Templeton
Vice-Chairman of the Society
**Quotation reproduced by kind
permission of Simon Irwin, Editor of
Sussex Life
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Henry Smith: the Fugitive Attorney
My great-great-grandfather, Henry
Smith, kept a diary between March
1809 and April 1810, a highly dramatic year in his life. At the time it
commences, on 1st March, he was
a 34 year-old attorney, unmarried,
and had a commission in the
Bristol Royal Volunteers.
The Duel
Two days earlier he had attended a
concert by the famed Italian opera
singer Angelica Catalani at the
King’s Theatre. Waiting to enter
the theatre he became involved in
an argument. Next day attempts to
obtain mutual apologies from the
protagonists failed, Henry was
challenged to a duel, and so at first
light on the 1st a small group of
men assembled in a field outside
Bristol. Pistols were selected and
loaded and the protagonists took
their ground about 15 yards apart
and fired, by signal, together.
Henry was unhurt but his shot hit
Richard Priest in the thigh. By
midday Priest was dead.
The Fugitive
Henry was identified as a protagonist and that same afternoon a
coroner’s court laid charges of
murder against him. He left Bristol
hurriedly with the police close on
his heels. Although he eventually
made it to London he decided to
return to Bristol to face trial,
‘stealing like a midnight ruffian’
through the city of his birth, but
once there was persuaded by
friends not to surrender.
Now a fugitive with wanted
posters on prominent display, he
travelled watchfully back to
London and then on to Scotland,
helped throughout by a network of
loyal friends.
The diary is a remarkable document; it is packed with incident
and vivid descriptions of the
Registered Charity No. 268055

hazards and discomforts of travel
by land and sea. Throughout his
travels he sketched and painted,
several of his paintings being reproduced as prints.
The Soldier
Friends arranged for him to travel
to Portugal to join the Peninsular
Army. Surviving storms and near
shipwreck, he arrived in Oporto in
late July and then travelled on to
Lisbon. Once there, armed with
letters of introduction to senior
army officers, he attempted to se-
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Henry Smith

cure a commission. This proved to
be a prolonged and even rather
desperate affair: several of his
potential contacts were unavailable, and with his ambiguous
status he found keeping up
appearances in the company of the
brilliant coterie of officers
surrounding Wellington difficult.
He made his way on foot, accompanied by his mule (‘Mula’), from
Lisbon to Wellington’s headquar-
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ters in the Spanish border town of
Badajoz. There he succeeded in
meeting the Commander-in-Chief,
although Wellington rather pointedly enquired of an aide whether
there was a maximum age for the
appointment of new officers
(answer no, only a minimum!).
Eventually, in November, he was
appointed to join a Highland regiment, the Black Watch, as a Volunteer. On the explicit orders of
Wellington, he was instructed to
take the ‘post of honour’ on the
right wing of the grenadiers (a
potentially dangerous post but with
the opportunity for distinction in
battle and therefore a commission). Although well acquainted
with a musket he needed instruction on how to use a broadsword.
Ann Hayden

The Bridge of Boats, Oporto 1809. Painted by Henry Smith.
The original is in the British Museum

leave and returned to Lisbon with
her (not without further excitements) where they stayed until
leaving for England in late January
1810.

Yet Henry never saw action. In
December there was an amazing
turn of events when he received a
letter from Lisbon. Ann Hayden
Creedy, from Bristol, had not been The Trial
mentioned by name in the diary
After a further period in Scotland
until this letter arrived.
Henry returned to Bristol in April,
She proposed to travel to the fron- travelling via London where he
tier town of Elvas to meet Henry.
consulted William Garrow on his
Their grandson, visiting Portugal a defence brief before he surrencentury later, wrote of ‘a young
dered to the sheriffs. His trial took
and beautiful golden headed girl
place before the Attorney-General,
… who with only a muleteer as her Sir Vicary Gibbs; the mood of the
body guard had courageously
famously irascible Gibbs could not
braved the dangers of this perilous have been helped by the riots that
journey to be by his side – for at
had greeted his arrival in Bristol.
this time the roads were infested
Gibbs took the opportunity to exwith bandits, deserters from the
plain that the premeditation inarmies and dissolute monks and
volved in fighting a duel made a
friars, from the latter of whom she
verdict of guilty very likely. Deran the greatest danger’.
tails of Henry’s proceedings are
It is astonishing that an unmarried, eclipsed by the salacious nature of
middle-class woman of 19 came to the trial the previous day of Sir
make such a journey – but unfortu- Henry Lippincott on charges of
nately we know virtually nothing
rape.
of the circumstances beyond the
Henry was acquitted, essentially
fact that she had relatives living in
on technicalities in the way in
Lisbon. She persuaded Henry to
which the charges against him had
return to England to face trial, and
been drawn up the previous year.
presumably this was her mission.
His diary concludes with the
He managed to obtain indefinite
verdict of not guilty whereupon his
ISSUE NUMBER 168 ~ MARCH 2011

77 Lago Sao Pedro de Alcantara,
Lisbon
Henry and Ann had rooms
on the top floor

friends ‘lost all decorum’ and literally carried him from the court.
Two years later in 1812 Henry and
Ann were married in Bath.

Tim Rooth
Tim Rooth is Professor Emeritus of
Economic History at the University
of Portsmouth, and was the founder
Secretary of the Chichester Society.
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The New District Museum receives its
external cladding: another stage towards
an expected opening date of late December

Books,

The Newsletter is published by
The Chichester Society and printed by
PurCoprint, Unit 3 & 4 , 132 Bath Road,
Reading RG30 2EU
Editor: Tony Dignum
Editorial Sub-Committee: Tony Dignum,
Anthony Quail, Bill Sharp, John Templeton
and David Wilson
Neither the Editorial Sub-Committee nor
the Society necessarily subscribe to the
views expressed by our contributors, but we
believe that all shades of opinion should be
expressed in this newsletter. The Editorial
Sub-Committee reserves the right to edit as
necessary any submitted articles and letters.
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