
ISSUE NUMBER 150 ~ DECEMBER 2006                                                                                                                                                                           

 

ISSUE NUMBER 151 • DECEMBER 2006 PRICE 50 p 

  

  THIS ISSUE :  ... 

THE  CH ICHESTER  SOC IETY 
  

NewsletteNewsletteNewsletterrr   

 INSIDE THIS ISSUE: OLD ROYAL WEST SUSSEX HOSPITAL� 1595 MAP OF CHICHESTER�WASTE and more 

www.chichestersociety.org.uk 

The cathedral in the snow from Priory Park 

 

 

A Very Happy Christmas to All Our Readers 

Containing the Car in Chichester 

As we sit gridlocked in traffic  in the weeks up to 

Christmas it gives time to ponder how we are going 

to cope with the car in the years ahead, especially 

with the increasingly obvious effects of global 

warming.  
 

We need to be aware that apart from the general 

pressures that are increasing traffic volumes, we 

have strong local causes of greater traffic growth, 

including the ever-greater number of homes in the 

city, both within and without the walls. 
 

Already heavy traffic  has raised air pollution in St 

Pancras and Orchard Street to levels that breach UK 

air quality targets. An air quality action plan is now 

required within 18 months which may well include 

some limitations on vehicles. 
 

In our next issue we will be setting out our own pro-

posals for dealing with vehicle traffic in Chichester. 

We will argue that containing the car is good for 

everyone. We will set out some of the benefits other 

cities are enjoying from car-free or restricted vehicle 

zones. 
 

We will be proposing similar measures for our City 

within the walls, showing how vehicles may be re-

stricted within the walled City to the benefit of all, 

including ourselves as car drivers. 
 

Also we will argue the need to build a consensus in 

favour of rebalancing the priorities given to pedestri-

ans, cyclists and vehicle users. The new air pollution 

measurements are just one of the factors which 

should  help give our proposals a proper hearing. 
 

This issue is one of the most important facing the 

City in the years ahead and we will work hard to 

campaign for measures that will improve the lives of 

everyone in the City.  
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Waste Disposal 
David Wilson explores the options which affect us all  

Although Chichester District Council does the work 

of collecting refuse, it is the County Council which 

has the job of setting planning guidelines for and 

arranging its disposal. In 2004 they estimated that 3 

million tons of waste per annum (Mt/a) would be 

generated within the county. To give an idea of 

scale, 3Mt of waste would nearly fill the flooded 

gravel pit at Portfield – and you would need to find 

a pit that size every year for years to come. 
 

Recycling 50% of the waste of course reduces the 

landfill problem, which 

explains why recycling 

is a big item these days. 

But, in the other direc-

tion, not every pit is a 

suitable landfill site – 

too close to housing, or 

lack of access, or as at 

Portfield, contamination 

of water supply. Addi-

tionally, more than half 

of West Sussex is an 

Area of Outstanding 

Natural Beauty (and 

thus off limits), not to 

mention 13 conservation 

areas of international 

importance, two 

National Nature Re-

serves and 82 Sites of 

Special Scientific Inter-

est! In 2004 3Mt of 

landfill capacity had 

been approved, and 

more sites needed de-

veloping. 
 

All this explains why 

the County Council has 

been concentrating on 

developing the waste 

part of the Minerals and Waste Development 

Framework (MWDF). Still, the timetable is pain-

fully slow; so far all that has been done formally is 

to complete a Statement of Community Involve-

ment. The ‘preferred option’ (i.e. first draft of waste 

proposals) will be out for consultation by February 

2007 and the final plan by November 2007. This 

goes to the Secretary of State, with a public exami-

nation by Oct 2008 and his Inspector’s report in 

June 2009, after which the plans are in force. This 

is available from:- 

www.westsussex.gov.uk/mwdf 

 

What the county has recently produced has been the 

Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) which 

sets out the general principles to be taken into con-

sideration when preparing the specific proposals. 

Bear in mind that of the 3 Mt/a above, about half is 

inert waste from construction or excavation, and 

about 0.5 Mt/a each comes from household, com-

mercial and industrial sources. Not all the sites 

needed will be new, but 

existing sites may need 

expanding. 
 

Recycling Sites These 

take your dry materials – 

paper, cans and plastic 

bottles. Typical sites 

needed will deal with 

50,000 to 100,000 tons/

annum (t/a), and occupy 

2 to 5 acres. A building 

with an area of 2500 

square metres (sq m)and 

12m high is needed. As 

there is no odour or ver-

min, they can be on in-

dustrial estates, and this 

eases the problem of 

lorry movements which 

have a sharp peak as the 

binmen come back from 

their rounds. The figures 

suggest a need for 3 or 4 

sites. 
 

Composting Green 

waste up to 25,000 t/a 

can be processed on a 5-

acre site, in open 

‘windrows’. Some odour 

and flies can be ex-

pected, and the SPD suggests a minimum distance 

of 250m from housing . That could be  too close if 

you live downwind! One problem is that most of 

the site will have to be concreted against seepage. 

A successful operation is already running at Tang-

mere on the old airfield. Food waste has to be dealt 

with at higher temperatures, and needs industrial 

plant up to 4000sq m  on a 2-acre site. Odour is a 

serious problem at this scale, and finding sites 

where industrial buildings are acceptable and odour 

(Continued on page 3) 

Compost heap at Tangmere 

Modern recycling facility 
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Mary Corell 
SCHOOL OF ITALIAN 

Courses at all levels are held at 
 Fernleigh, 40 North St, Chichester 

 

Come and learn the language  

in the language 
 

ENQUIRIES: 01243 513146 

books, 

does not matter is difficult. Hence the encourage-

ment given to home composting. It’s noteworthy 

that both in France and the U.S, for examples, this 

composting is often done indoors to minimise the 

risk of lung diseases to residents. 

 

Inert Waste This comes from building operations, 

and much of it can be recycled, crushed, screened 

and re-constituted. These operations create noise, 

dust and heavy traffic and are best sited in old quar-

ries, as on the south side of Portfield. A typical site 

can cope with 

250,000 t/a, 

again suggest-

ing 3 or 4 sites 

in the county. 

 

Household 

Waste Recy-

cling Site 

This is the 

official word 

for the ‘tip’ at 

Westhamp-

nett. The re-

cent redesign 

has made it a 

model of its 

kind, and it 

does now con-

centrate on 

recycling rather than tipping! A problem with such 

sites is the active management needed to encourage 

the public to sort their waste. The site also need to 

be close to populated areas for maximising use, but 

active measures then have to be taken to discourage 

vermin. The modern idea is to run quite small recy-

cling sites in rural areas using enclosed skips, and 

then to take the skips to a large site such as West-

hampnett. 

 

Incineration This is a controversial but effective 

method of waste disposal and, to some extent, recy-

cling. Modern plant designs do not necessarily ob-

trude in the landscape, ash and residues can be used 

as aggregates for construction work. The electricity 

generated replaces some of that from conventional 

power stations, 

offsetting the 

carbon emis-

sions, but has 

to be transmit-

ted through 

unsightly 

power lines. A 

site of perhaps 

10 acres is 

needed for up 

to 0.5 Mt/a.  

 

That could 

mean just one 

site for the 

whole of West 

Sussex, ideally 

accessible by 

railway as 

well as road.  

 

Landfill   The last resort! 

(Continued from page 2) 

A modern incinerator 

Nature Notes from Oaklands Park 
Mr Gore of CDC replies to members’ concerns raised at our AGM about  

progress on  the Oakwood Park Ecological Area  
 

An ecological study was carried out at the site before any works could com-

mence. The study revealed the presence of a breeding colony of slow-worms. 

As you may be aware, no works could be undertaken (including disturbance of 

the ground or the demolition of buildings) until the attending ecologist could 

complete a programme to capture and relocate the slow-worms. This work 

involved commissioning a report from the site ecologist detailing the method 

to be used for the safe capture of the reptiles and the construction of the tem-

porary translocation site. The capture process involved an ecologist visiting 

the site to set the traps and then returning regularly to check for the presence 

of captured reptiles. This work could only be carried out when the slow-worms 

are active (late spring and summer). Therefore, this was the main reason for 

delay of this project. Due to the success of the breeding colony the site was 

only recently declared clear for ground works and demolition to commence. 

Demolition and removal of the buildings started in late October and is due for 

completion by the end of this week. It is intended to release the slow-worms 

back into the site when all works are completed. 
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The Splendid Chichester Infirmary 
The Old Royal West Sussex Hospital 

There had been a Public ‘Dispensary for Sick Poor’ 

in some cottages on the RWSH site since 1784, and it 

is known that a Thomas Bridger, 13 years,  was the 

very first patient, admitted on 1st October that year 

and discharged as ‘recovered’ seven days later. Re-

cords for 1st Octo-

ber 1784 to 30th 

September 1785 

show that 160 pa-

tients were admit-

ted during the 

year, of whom 91 

were cured, 65 

were ‘relieved’ 

and 4 died. 
 

Forbes Place 
 

In 1822 a Dr John 

Forbes moved to 

Chichester from 

the West Country 

to take over the 

City practice of Dr 

(later Sir) William Burnett who had moved on to 

London. Forbes quickly became the prime mover in 

attempts to improve medical facilities in the City and 

published a circu-

lar in November 

1824 proposing a 

‘General Infirmary 

at Chichester’. In-

terestingly, the cir-

cular stated that 

‘the Form of Sus-

sex means no one 

hospital however 

large can meet the 

needs of the dis-

eased’ in the 

County! 
 

Financing would 

be by way of Sub-

scription and in-

tended subscribers 

were invited to leave their names at either of the two 

Chichester banks or the house of Dr Forbes. A Sub-

scriber was entitled to treatment and was also able to 

nominate other patients e.g. relatives and employees. 

This was the start of John Forbes’ long association 

with the Hospital and the reason for the building’s 

contemporary name ‘Forbes Place’. 

The site for the Hospital was purchased in 1825 for 

£665 12s 0d from a William Pescod and the founda-

tion stone laid by the Duke of Richmond on 10th June 

that year. By 31st October 1826 the main building, 

designed by Chich-

ester architect 

George Draper, 

was ready for  oc-

cupation, having 

been constructed at 

a cost of £7,454 

10s  6d, including  

architects’ fees. 
 

Dr.  John Forbes 

was appointed 

House Surgeon at 

£60 p a and a Mrs 

Rogers appointed 

Matron at £30 p a. 

The volunteer 

nursing staff were 

called ‘Visitors’.  

By 1838 there was accommodation for 64 in-patients 

with 61 beds in constant readiness, yet by 1839, be-

cause of pressures 

on space, one of 

the Governors, 

Charles Dixon  of 

Stansted, donated 

£1000 for the 

‘Dixon’s Wing’ 

extension. De-

signed once again 

by George Draper 

it held 30 more 

beds and was ready 

within a year. 
 

When the main 

Hospital building 

was under con-

struction, people 

were invited to do-

nate shrubs and 

young trees for landscaping. Matron Rogers planted a 

Wisteria she had been sent from China on the south 

wall of the building. Not only has it survived, been 

featured in the national press from time to time and 

(Continued on page 5) 

King George V opens the renamed Royal West Sussex Hospital  

in August 1913 

The hospital in 1904 
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grown to over 240 yards long, it is also the only 

‘bush’ as opposed to tree in the UK to carry a pres-

ervation order. 
 

Dr Forbes’ time at the Infirmary was not without 

controversy. In the early 1830’s seven Chichester 

‘Chymists’ who also happened to be Subscribers 

challenged his policy of sourcing drugs from the 

Apothecaries Hall in London rather than locally. In 

1836 there was concern that the House Surgeon 

was absent for three days at Goodwood Races! 
 

In 1827, Dr Forbes established a Museum in the 

Hospital and 

embarked on a 

programme of 

acquiring 

Medical Books 

and Equipment, 

one of the earli-

est items being 

a skeleton. The 

Museum was 

transferred to 

St Richard’s 

Medical Educa-

tion Centre 

where it can 

now be visited 

by arrange-

ment. In the Education Centre’s Foyer, besides the 

well-known painting of Sir John, there are three 

splendid photos of ‘Living Whist’ being played by 

large numbers of Infirmary staff (and patients?) on 

the Main Lawn in June 1901. In the background 

are glimpses of the stuccoed 1830s Gatehouse 

(now demolished). Forbes was a pioneer of the use 

of the stethoscope. 
 

Dr Forbes eventually resigned in October 1840 

and, left Chichester for London where he was ap-

pointed Physician to the Queen’s Household and 

knighted in 1853. He was sorely missed by grateful 

Cicestrians. The celebrated Chichester ‘Shoe-

Maker Poet’, Charles Crocker, wrote both a Poem 

and Sonnet from Little London to ‘John Forbes, 

M.D. F.R.S. on his leaving Chichester’. 
 

After Dr Forbes 
 

Forbes was replaced by his assistant Dr Joseph 

M’Carogher who was to serve the Hospital till 

1881. Dr M’Carogher and then his eventual suc-

cessor Dr Nicholas Tyacke jointly served the Hos-

pital for a total of 116 years. They lived at Wren 

(now Edes) House, in West Street, the former be-

tween 1866 and 1876 and the latter from1887 to 

1900.The second half of the 19th Century saw 

many changes at the Infirmary. In 1857, Mrs 

Rogers resigned after being Matron for 30yrs on a 

life pension of £25 p a. A new wing ‘The Nightin-

gale’ was built in 1868 and a Children’s Ward 

opened in 1897.  
 

Further expansion continued into the 20th Century, 

with King George V personally opening a new out-

patients clinic on the East side in 1913 (now de-

molished). Also in 1913 it became the Royal West 

Sussex Hospital  in memory of King Edward VII. 
 

The Hospital’s role for the remainder of the Cen-

tury, and par-

ticularly 

through two 

World Wars, is 

too important to 

be covered in an 

article of this 

length and na-

ture. Many 

readers will 

have personal 

memories, some 

happy, some 

sad. For exam-

ple, as a girl, 

Pearl Turner 

lived in her par-

ent’s flint cottage in Lennox Place on the Broyle 

Road backing onto the Hospital. On a summer eve-

ning from her bedroom window she clearly re-

members seeing into the Children's Ward before 

the blinds were drawn, the children being settled 

down for the night by the nurses, the small beds in 

rows with red blankets. Pearl, now well known for 

her books on pre and post war Chichester, went on 

to marry David Goodman, our Society's Founder 

and President. 
 

Many readers will have their own recollections of 

the Hospital, as patients, visitors and Staff. I hope 

in this article readers have found some information 

and sources that aren’t that well known, some 

comments from the past which perhaps are still 

relevant in Healthcare Planning today, and some 

photos not  featured widely before and on which 

readers may be able to supply me with more de-

tails. 
 

With acknowledgements to: Francis Steer, Chichester 

Papers no.15, 1960 and R.G. Martin, Sussex Industrial 
Archaeology Society. Photographs by courtesy of West 

Sussex Records Office. 

     Martyn Bell 

(Continued from page 4) 

The hospital and children about 1935 
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The John Norden Map of Chichester 1595 

At the AGM, the Principal Curator  of  the District 

Museum, Dr Ian Friel, excited the audience with his 

knowledgeable presentation and interpretation of old 

maps and map-makers. 
 

The Greeks and Romans drew maps and surveyed 

land and some fourteenth and fifteenth century Eng-

lish maps exist, but it was the sixteenth century when 

Englishmen, including Christopher Saxton, began in 

earnest to produce county maps. They were for prop-

erty records, military planning, or just curiosity. 

Town maps usually were insets on county ones. 
 

This was true of John Norden’s town plan of Chich-

ester published in 1595. Only one original plan sur-

vives, engraved by Christopher Schweitzer and 

measuring only large postcard size! 
 

Dr Friel spoke of Norden’s interest in cartography 

arising from his legal work on land ownership and 

resources cases, and his desire to produce a volume 

of county maps reflecting places of geographical and 

historical interest. A great innovator, he improved on 

Saxton’s maps by showing roads and district 

boundaries, by distinguishing market towns, castles, 

parishes, mills and “decayed places” with a key, plus 

a place name index linked to a map grid. Major 

towns and small villages now appeared differently. 

His skills can be appreciated today by comparing 

modern maps or aerial photos with his drawings, 

such as at Atherington (near Climping), despite great 

land erosion since. 
 

Dr Friel, with Norden’s map of Chichester in front of 

us, asked how good it was as a map, and as a picture 

of the site. It could not be assumed to give us a view 

of mediaeval Chichester nor that the city had not 

changed in the previous 400 years. Plagues and fam-

ines in the fourteenth century would probably have 

reduced the population by between a third and a half. 

This could be the reason that Norden’s map shows 

no houses in Tower Street, despite the certainty of 

mediaeval ones there. In addition there was the im-

pact of the Reformation in the 1530s, when land be-

longing to religious houses was sold to secular own-

ers (including the Priory Park and Blackfriars areas). 
 

Norden’s map shows Chichester from a bird’s eye 

view of 30-60 degrees; this perspective led to distor-

tion of the walls from 10-sided irregular polygon to 

curves with shallower angles. The perspective also 

means that the map has two scales: North-South is 

7.7 inches to the mile and East-West 9.5 inches to 

the mile. Norden probably paced out the city him-

self, a “pace” (two strides) equalling 5 feet. The 

Northgate to Southgate measurement is only be-

tween 1.5% and 2.5% too great and the Cathedral’s 

length is only 1% out. His street junctions are also 

reasonably accurate. Considering his pacing, the tiny 

size of the final map and the perspective, it’s fairly 

impressive!  
 

Apart from accuracy of size and layout, is it an accu-

rate picture of the city at that time? (Clearly later de-

velopments such as New Town and the north-west 

quadrant must be excluded). Most of the buildings 

on the map have since disappeared or changed, but 

some familiar city landmarks remain. St. Richard’s 

Minster (the Cathedral) is shown with Bell Tower 

and a cockerel on the spire though the South Tran-

sept window appears to be a door. The Guildhall has 

an extra window at the west end. The Market Cross 

is there and churches later destroyed in the Civil 

War: St Bartholomew’s circular church and St. Pan-

cras. The Castle mound, the Pallants, Bishop’s Pal-

ace, Vicars’ Hall, St Mary’s, St Martin’s, St An-

drew’s, St Peter the Less and St Richard’s Walk are 

there. The City gates are shown plus gates leading 

into the churches’ grounds. 
 

Dr Friel mused on the houses shown: were they ac-

tual pictures or conventional representations? There 

were too few houses shown for the number of house 

plots known. But though tiny (4-5mm for the widest 

gable) there are important details, e.g. two storeys 

for some, probably indicating the homes of wealthier 

citizens, often fronting the main streets. Smaller 

houses tend to be behind them. So the pictures sug-

gest an attempt to portray the social make-up of 

Chichester, possibly backed by tax returns of the 

1580s showing West, East and North Streets with 

higher dues. 
 

How were boundaries shown? Church properties are 

shown with expensive stone walls; secular owners 

had hedges, earthworks or wooden fences. The 

fences were mainly in the eastern half of the city, 

especially the north-east, perhaps because they were 

useful in keeping animals in or out at a time when  

animal markets were held in East Street. 

 

Hedges and earthworks (ditches or banks) are not  

(Continued on page 7) 
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(Continued from page 6) 

(Continued on page 8) 

 

An extract from John Norden’s map of Sussex 

Showing the City of Chichester in 1595 
Reproduced by courtesy of the Royal Geographic Society 
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Your Officers and Executive Committee for 2006-07 
 

The following were elected at the Annual General Meeting on 18th October 2006:- 
 

Officers:  
 

Chairman: Tony Dignum; Vice-Chairman: David Wilson;  

Secretary: Bill Sharp; Treasurer: Martyn Bell 
 

Members of the Executive Committee:  
 

Madeleine Keene, David Laing, Alan Russell,  John Templeton, Ian Tomsett, 

Patricia Wilkinson and Michael Woolley.  

well distinguished on the map, but suggest gardening 

or arable use. Tudor Chichester included fields inside 

the walls. The Bishop’s Palace Garden is shown and 

a garden south of the Guildhall. 

 

Dr Friel concluded by saying how lucky Chichester 

was to have such a sixteenth century map, with fewer 

than twenty cities had been mapped at that time in the 

U.K., and how fortunate that John Norden and his 

engraver were so skilful. The map is probably more 

successful as a picture of Tudor Chichester than as an 

accurate map; it was designed to be a commercial 

success. It was certainly a personal success, as it was 

another 160 years before a better map was produced. 

 

Dr Friel answered questions about the Lavant river, 

medieval walls and religious houses, to finish a talk 

which delighted the audience. 

 

     Pam Dignum 

(Continued from page 7) 

Treasurer’s Report and Accounts for the Chichester Society for the  

year ended 31st August 2006 approved by the 2006 AGM 
 

Income and Expenditure 
 

Income      £  Expenditure    £   
 

Subscriptions and Donations  3,011   Newsletter Printing & Postage  1,726 

Newsletter Advertising     796   Meeting Costs        555 

Gift Aid       657   Office Admin        265 

Interest Received      455   Insurance         135 

Publication Sales        32   Subs to Other Bodies       200  

         Brochure Printing       355 
 

TOTAL INCOME   4,951   TOTAL EXPENDITURE   3,236 
 

         SURPLUS      1,715 
 

TOTAL      4,951          4,951 

 

BALANCE SHEET AT 31ST AUGUST 2006 
 

CURRENT ASSETS     £  £ 
 

Current Account      1,643 

Charities Aid Foundation Deposit Account 9,950   

TOTAL         11,593 
 

LESS 

CREDITORS             611 
 

NET ASSETS        10,982 
 

These accounts were independently examined  by Tony Rose FCCA  

and approved by the AGM on October 18th 2006 
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The Chairman’s Report to the 2006 AGM  

We are Chichester’s only civic society. We are regis-

tered with the Civic Trust and are a registered char-

ity. We have a unique role in the city: we are devoted 

to preserving, protecting and improving its features 

of historic or public interest, and the environment in 

the City and District.  
 

We are non-political; we are not confined to the con-

servation area, and have individual membership. 

Unlike residents’ associations, we are not confined to 

particular areas. Our interests include not only build-

ing developments but other impacts on us: like traffic 

growth, licensing laws, waste and noise. It’s the im-

pact on people from whatever source that matters. 
 

Planning Issues 
 

These include not merely individual applications but 

also the major planning frameworks which are the 

responsibility of the local councils and the South-East 

Regional Assembly. 
 

We have made our representations on the CDC’s Lo-

cal Development Framework and also on the 

County’s Minerals Plan. We have also set out our 

proposals for the Barracks and Graylingwell sites, 

and for the so-called Southern Gateway in and 

around the Canal Basin. We have urged strongly that 

Priory Park should not be a bulk-standard municipal 

park with orderly rows of brightly coloured annuals 

but instead should retain its character of peaceful, 

semi-rural calm. We have set out radical proposals to 

improve the Portfield shopping area and we have 

urged the need to give additional protection to Sum-

mersdale, the area subject to a number of question-

able recent planning applications. Other activities 

have included contributing to the Local List of worth-

while buildings and joining the campaign to support 

and save St Richard’s Hospital.  
 

We are regularly consulted by the District Council. 

We have a representative on the Walls steering 

Group, the Friends of Priory Park and on the South-

ern Gateway Forum. We copy our public submissions 

on planning applications to the Chichester Observer 

and, as you will have seen, have achieved quite ex-

tensive publicity over the past year for our views.  
 

The Newsletter 
 

Our major communication channel continues to be 

our quarterly for our members and for councillors 

and other local bodies. We fill each issue with rele-

vant articles on our city. The newsletter continues to 

be produced and posted smoothly. Last year we 

moved from 8 pages to 12-page issues, allowing 

more articles, more photos and an increased type size 

as an aid to easier reading. Our latest issue was a spe-

cial 16-pager as our 150th issue.  
 

Our Webpage 
 

We have now moved a stage further in our means of 

communication by setting up our webpage 
 

www.chichestersociety.org.uk 
 

Here you can see past newsletters in full colour and 

see our latest statements on planning issues and the 

like.  
 

Membership Campaign 
 

During the year we had a membership campaign and 

printed 10,000 brochures costing 4 p each. We deliv-

ered 4,500 and gave each member two copies for 

friends. As a result we have 120 more annual mem-

bers than last year (458 against 338).  Total member-

ship is now 815, up 117 from August 31st last year.  

 

Meetings 
 

Members will also recall our Open Spring General 

Meeting which was attended by about 100 people. It 

was devoted to Housing with excellent guest speak-

ers:  Keith Morgan, head of planning policy at CDC 

and Andrew Finnamore, a property developer. Our 

Open General Meeting  next year will be on 

Wednesday March 14th and will be devoted to the 

future of retailing in and around our city.  
 

We had a well-attended joint meeting with the City 

Council on January 14th on the Council’s Town Plan. 

We are working with CDC on a possible special joint 

spring meeting about the future plans for the City 

Walls.. 
 

The Executive has had a busy year and I would like 

to thank all my fellow officers and executive col-

leagues for their enthusiastic and active support.  
 

Challenges Ahead 
 

Many new challenges lie ahead for us: the Govern-

ment  threatens more houses on top of those in the 

draft new regional structure plan which in turn are on 

top of the 46,500 houses over 15 years in the County 

Plan, an appalling state of affairs.  

Tony Dignum 
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Winter in An Earnley Garden  
 by  Trudi Harrison 

Winter creeps in so fast 

the garden scenery 

changes daily but all is not 

lost. My favourite time of 

year is right now. There 

are moments in the winter 

garden that can take your 

breath away, that first 

frost, the misty morn, the 

pale lemon sun in a steel 

grey sky are all so very 

beautiful. 
 

My focus on local gardens  

looks at a garden outside 

Chichester that  has all the 

ingredients for a perfect 

winter setting. John and 

Gill Williams of  

“Cookscroft”  Earnley, 

have over the last 15  

years built a garden from 

scratch that is a plants-

man’s paradise. Clever 

planting allows for differ-

ent moods in the garden  at 

different times of the year  

from lovely groups of 

conifers to elegant grasses 

waving their welcome, to 

a collection of Eucalyptus  

to die for. I love the scent 

of Eucalyptus bark and 

standing under the silver 

canopy makes the whole 

world seem very different 

and strange.  
 

This garden is proof that a 

garden can be beautiful 

and interesting all year 

round, not just in the good 

background of evergreen 

plants but the lovely win-

ter flowers enjoying our 

mild winter climate. You 

don’t have to have acres to 

create a garden that brings 

you delight all year just a few well placed winter flow-

ering shrubs like  Mahonia  or glowing  coloured bark  

like Cornus (dogwood)  will draw the eye.   
 

Of the many plants at Cookscroft my winter favourites 

are the grasses and bamboos;  they are so statuesque in 

the low winter light  giving 

shape and form, texture and 

movement,  amongst the 

sleeping shrubs letting you 

know the garden is still very 

much alive. 
 

Many people are scared of 

bamboos  thinking that they 

will invade  the whole gar-

den but clump forming Phyl-

lostachys  avoids this and is 

by far one of the best  for 

any plot. There are so many 

varieties in so many colours: 

black, yellow, and startling 

shades of green. The sound 

of the wind rustling through 

their canopy is like music in 

the air. One cannot fail to 

fall in love with them. Just 

like the waving flags of the 

many grasses found here, the 

light trickles through its 

fronds like water looking 

like a host of angels in the 

garden. Some of my favour-

ites are the Miscanthus fam-

ily many like Miscanthus 

saccharriflorus, growing to 

an astounding 10-15 feet 

high! 
 

John and Gill’s many ponds 

use grasses to create interest-

ing reflections and a decep-

tive sense of space, keeping 

the eye interested in the 

scenery that lies before them. 

In every corner there are 

ideas for all gardeners to 

take back to apply to their 

own garden. You can see 

plants so very different from 

the usual garden centre fare 

and a lovely little nursery 

where you can buy some of 

the things you like. 
 

Open to the public in late May under the National Gar-

dens scheme, this garden is well worth the visit.  
 

Don’t forget that I would love to come visit your garden 

and take some photos, maybe even offer advice. Just 

give us a ring on 01243 673215 to arrange a visit.  

Conifer group (above); Eucalyptus (below) 

Grasses by one of the many ponds 
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More about Chichester's schools by Jane Carpenter 

The Prebendal School can trace its origins back to 
the Middle Ages. In 1497 Bishop Story converted a 
canonry, the Prebend of Highleigh, into an endow-
ment for his new grammar school. Prior to that it 
was probably known as a song school. The name 
may have been 
new but the 
school almost 
certainly existed 
long before that. 
The West Street 
site has been in 
continuous use 
since it was built 
in the 13th Cen-
tury. Whatever 
the school was 
called at that 
time, there can 
be little doubt 
that the Preben-
dal is the oldest 
school in Sussex.  

Two of its very 

early headmas-

ters were chosen 

to tutor the future 

King Henry VIII; 

small wonder he 
was a clever fel-

low - if not par-

ticularly love-

able!  

During the 15th 

century the stan-

dard charge for 
fee-paying pupils 

was 8 pence 

(3.3p) a quarter, 

but boarders paid 

a whopping one 

shilling (5p) a 

week! The cho-

risters then, as today, received their tuition free of 
charge.  

Not always as flourishing as it is now, the school 
saw some lean times and owes a great deal to the 
Very Rev. A.S. Duncan-Jones who breathed new life 
into it. Dean Duncan-Jones died in 1955. Many dis-
tinguished members of staff have come and gone 
and the choir has invariably enhanced the splendour 
of the services at the Cathedral. In 1980, the present 

Master of Choristers, Mr Alan Thurlow, joined the 
school. I believe Chichester has the smallest choir of 
all the UK Cathedrals, a fact that does nothing to 
impair its excellence.  

T h e  O l i v e r 
Whitby school 
by comparison 
was a relative 
new-comer in 
1712. Its founder 
was educated at 
Winchester and 
Oxford.  The 
school started 
with only 12 
boys. Four were 
from Harting, 
four from West 
Wittering and 
four from Chich-
ester. Unusually, 
the school was 
fully residential 
and included 
navigation in its 
curriculum, The 
boys were de-
scribed as poor, 
some as very 
poor. They slept 
t w o  t o  a 
"feathered bed" 
with sheets and 
blankets. They 
were healthy; 
none it seems 
suffering from 
evi l,  sca led 
heads, the itch or 
falling sickness.  

The school sur-
vived some 250 

years and lives on at Christ's Hospital via scholar-
ships. A small number at that school wear the Oliver 
Whitby badge and their educational costs are sup-
ported by the Oliver Whitby Educational Founda-
tion. All we have left of the school in Chichester is 
its original front door in West Street (Army & Navy) 
and a commemorative window in the Cathedral. 
 

(Continued on page 12) 

The Oliver Whitby school in the 1890s before  

the complete rebuilding in 1904 

Prebendal school in 1978 
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Oliver Whitby’s father had 

been a warden of St Mary’s 

Hospital as was one Dr Henry 

Edes. Evidently relations be-

tween the two men were 

fraught. Dr Edes was perhaps 

not the "good guy" he wished 

to be supposed.  

 

The boys at the school wore a 

cap and gown and a badge or 

crest of Oliver Whitby's arms 

in "some sort of metal". Those 

early pupils ate off pewter 

plates, sat at a "good, strong, 

long oaken table" (now at 

Christ ’s' Hospital) used 

Ockemy spoons (1 dozen) and 

among many other items en-

joyed the luxury of six pewter 

chamber pots! The number of 

boys grew over the succeeding 

years and while discipline was 

strict and the curriculum nar-

row by today’s standards, the 

school was a venerable institu-

tion.  

 

Should you wish to know more 

about either the Prebendal or 

Oliver Whitby schools there are 

excellent histories of both: one 

by Neville Otterenshaw and the 

other by Peter J Hughes. Both 

are published by Phillimore and 

available in the library. 

(Continued from page 11) 

 

Dates for Your Diary 

 

Spring Open General 

Meeting 

Wednesday, 14th March   

at 7 30pm 

 

Annual General  

Meeting 

Wednesday,  

17th October  

at 7 30pm 

 

Join us for ‘A Sussex Christmas’ 

26 Dec – 1 Jan 2007 10.30 – 4pm 
 

This festive season, why not bring friends and 

family to our beautiful downland site to enjoy a 

‘Sussex Christmas’. Experience the traditions of 

Christmas past: period music, games, and a 

chance to sample delicious food and drink pre-

pared in our historic houses, each one decorated 

as it would have been for the festive season. 

Come and enjoy a truly merry Sussex Christ-

mas! 
 

Dates for your diary 2007: 
 

February Fun Half Term activities 

Monday 19th February - Friday 23rd February 

Open House on Mothering Sunday March 18. 

£1 entry for everyone plus a free bunch of daffo-

dils for mothers and grandmothers. 

Open 10.30am to 6pm: Adults £7.95 · Over 60s 

£6.95 · Children £4.25 Family (2 adults & up to 

3 children) £21.95 Children under 5 free 

THE CHICHESTER  

SHIP CANAL 
 

Come & Enjoy an Evening Out 

Friday 15 December- Carols & 

Lights: 6.30pm-9.30pm 
 

Come along to the Canal Basin, 

Chichester, see the Lights 
switched on by the Mayor and 

enjoy the music and carol singing.  
 

A variety of refreshments will be 

available-mulled wine, roast 

chestnuts, hot sausages, mince 
pies plus stalls offering toys and 

gifts for sale.( Event organised by 

Chichester Canal Trading Ltd).  

For  information about other  

activities on the Canal, phone 

Chichester Canal Trading 

Limited on 01243 771363 

 

                        

 

 

Matthews Hanton Ltd 
Chartered Certified Accountants 

& Registered Auditors 
 

ACCOUNTANCY, AUDITING  
and TAXATION 

BUSINESS PLANS and 
START-UP SCHEMES 

A FULL RANGE OF FINANCIAL 
 and BUSINESS SERVICES 

 

SUDLEY CHAMBERS, 8 SUDLEY RD., 

BOGNOR REGIS 
 

Telephone (01243) 861521 


