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EVENTS &
FUN THIS YEAR
Turn to page 19 to see
what’s on offer.
• Festival Theatre backstage tour:
Monday 19 June
• The Wines of Spain:
Thursday 27 July
• Behind the scenes at the
Cathedral:
Tuesday 15 August
• Exploring Hidden
Chichester:
Tuesday 19 September

Community gardening alongside the Bishop’s Palace Garden: see pages 16
& 17 Photo: Transition Chichester

WELCOME TO OUR SUMMER EDITION
As we go to press we are surely experiencing a vacuum of information
about several very significant matters affecting our city’s future. But
County Council elections on 4 May and a General Election on 8 June
probably account for this hold-up in decision-making. So we’re not
commenting about Whitehouse Farm and the other sites.
Nevertheless, welcome to our summer edition. We begin with a story
that relates directly to the Chichester Society: the extraordinary
exhibition of paintings by Pearl Goodman, widow of the Society’s
founder, David Goodman. Remarkably, at the age of 97 Pearl has
recently taken up painting: an inspiration to us all.
As befits the season there are articles with an outdoor theme. We
look at the work of volunteers who tend the wonderful Bishop’s Palace
Garden and contribute to Transition Chichester’s community garden
achievements. These are fine examples of what volunteers can do in
partnership with one or more of Chichester’s three councils. Villages
around Chichester are celebrated with a profile of Itchenor and a walk
from Upwaltham to Duncton. There are events for the summer, see
page 19 for details.
But we’re not ignoring strategic issues that affect our community.
There is a thought-provoking reflection on the decision not to progress
any of the A27 Chichester bypass options: could this be a blessing in
disguise? We look forward to the next phase of Chichester’s Business
Improvement District (BID). And we outline the Society’s ideas
about Chichester’s future in response to the District Council’s Vision
Consultation. I hope you will find this edition interesting and be inspired
to get out and explore our wonderful city and its environs.
Richard Childs

www.chichestersociety.org.uk
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PEARL GOODMAN AT THE OXMARKET GALLERY
Chairman Richard Childs was at the
private view on 10 April
With members of the Executive Committee I was delighted to attend
a preview of paintings by Pearl Goodman at the Oxmarket Gallery on
Monday 10 April. As readers may know, Pearl is the widow of David
Goodman, founder of the Chichester Society back in 1973. The preview
was an occasion of happy fun. Family, friends and well-wishers quickly
turned the occasion into a party to celebrate the achievements of a very
special person.
A Cicestrian icon
Pearl has just discovered, at 97 years, the pleasure and joy of painting
and the results were displayed for everyone to appreciate: she is a true
Cicestrian icon. There is a long history to this story. Pearl was formerly
a singer and performer, and in the 1940s a founder member of Joan
Littlewood’s famous Theatre Workshop.

Pearl Goodman with daughters Julia
(left) and Diana; Caroline couldn’t be
present. Photo: Anthony Quail

But after her marriage to David, she left the theatre to become mother of three daughters here in Chichester.
Decades later, at the age of 70, Pearl began to write and illustrated two successful books A String of Pearl’s and
More Pearl’s, about growing up in Chichester; they were adapted for the stage at the Minerva Theatre. Long
before all this Pearl had been keen to begin an artistic life, winning a scholarship to art school at the age of 15.
But cost was an issue in an era before student grants and loans, so Pearl had to abandon an artistic career.
Pearl Goodman’s private view at Chichester’s Oxmarket Gallery was a party! Photo: Julia Goodman
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80 years later
Fast-forward 80 years, and
Pearl decided to begin painting,
this exhibition at the Oxmarket
being the outcome: over twenty
delightful, humorous and colourful
acrylics in the naïve style. They
were for sale, with proceeds
donated to St Wilfrid’s Hospice (I
hear from the Gallery that over
half were sold that evening!).
In an interview with Phil Hewitt of
the Chichester Observer, Pearl
said, “I always illustrated my
books with little cartoon figures,
but I never thought I could paint.
But then my daughter Caroline
gave me some paints. That
was about two years ago, and I
thought I couldn’t be bothered. I
just thought ‘I can’t paint!’ But then
six months ago, I started. I have
done 20. They are a mixture of
what I call pop art and painting in
old age.”
You have got to be busy
Key to the exhibition has been
Pearl’s experience of colon
cancer. “If you are convalescing,
you think about what you have
been through, and it isn’t very
good for you. You don’t want to
ruminate too much. You have
got to get outside yourself. “I
think in the past, grandmothers
used to knit or embroider. You
have got to be busy!” One of
the images recalls Aunty Ethel’s
wedding. Pearl was nine at the
time. “There is the church and the
choir boys and the clergyman.
And I have done the people in
front of the church. It is pop art!
“And I have also painted flowers
you have never seen! They are
in my imagination. They got out
of hand and I just went on using
my imagination. They aren’t bad!
“And another painting, a friend
of mine commissioned, but I am
showing it anyway. It’s her and
her husband in their garden with
the cottage at the back.”

Memories of North Africa

I’m no Rembrandt!
Pearl, who lives in Halnaker, insists “I’m no Rembrandt”: “But if anybody
wanted to buy one, it would cheer up their kitchen or maybe to give to
a grandchild. “I have done a Victorian girl with her dog. It is a mixture
really, as well as my strange flowers in pots.” And the satisfaction is
huge, Pearl is happy to say. “It takes me out of myself into another
world altogether, and when I have finished it, it is a marvellous feeling
of satisfaction that I have done something especially if you have always
been an active person in your life. The pleasure of doing creative
things is marvellous. It just takes you somewhere else where you don’t
have to worry about what you did this morning or what happened
last year. Julia Goodman, Pearl’s eldest daughter, in opening the
exhibition, commented “You couldn’t make this up!” She was right.
Congratulations Pearl Goodman.

Read earlier editions on our website at www.chichestersociety.org.uk
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IS THE CHI BYPASS CANCELLATION A GODSEND?
Are new express roads redundant due to technical change
asks Roger Hobbs
The Chichester Bypass Consultation was a disaster, that’s official. Highways England reviewed their
process and found almost half (47 percent) of respondents rejected all 5 options on offer; and just over half
(56 percent) wanted a Northern option. Result: impasse. Secretary of State for Transport Chris Grayling
cancelled the scheme, to keep the nation’s road building programme within budget.
A chance to take stock
However, should this be seen as such a great loss
- or an opportunity? Were we jumping the gun and
running headlong into supporting one scheme
over another, largely determined by which area
of Chichester someone lives? This cancellation
provides a welcome breather to stand back and
re-assess what we really want, because Highways
England’s solution clearly is not the solution. Is
more road-building the answer? The outcome which
will provide the greatest increase in capacity is
the northern bypass option. But those who really
care about Chichester would consider this solution
environmentally catastrophic, despoiling our
National Park. Likewise all the options along the
southern route involve some form of building in the
air where it is most visible and intrusive. Do we - the
community - really want that? Has large scale road
building ever really provided a long term solution?
Because once built roads soon become clogged and
it is very difficult to remove them. Imagine living in
a Chichester surrounded by concrete or with visible
grade separated junctions and roads across the
open fields near Stockbridge and Donnington.
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There may be an alternative
Changes in the car industry are moving apace: new
technologies for driverless cars and electric cars are
being developed. The likes of Google and most of
the large vehicle manufacturers are pouring billions
into this technology. Predictions suggest that semiautonomous vehicles may become fully driverless
in little over a decade, possibly by 2030. Congestion
may increase initially but once a proportion of
vehicles become fully driverless this will decrease;
predictions hint at a fall by double digit percentages.
Driver error is the main cause of accidents resulting
in long delays and distress to families involved.
Accidents will be largely eradicated by driverless
cars. Is this overly optimistic? The Department for
Transport thinks the accident rate could fall by up
to 95 percent. Estimates put the potential reduction
in all accident-linked costs at around £34 billion
annually.
Typical heavy-duty concrete motorway
flyover: is this how the new Chichester bypass
junctions might have looked?
Photo: John Wichers

Read earlier editions on our website at www.chichestersociety.org.uk
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City-centre and out of town
Areas currently inaccessible to many because
a bus service does not connect to them will now
be accessible. New technology means it will be
practical to take a pod or auto-car to restaurants
and pubs further afield; having a drink won’t involve
the worry of drink and drive regulations.
Less car-related pollution

A self-driving car by Google subsidiary Waymo, which
was only set up in December 2016. Image: Wikipedia

Electric cars will eventually be cheaper to run and
maintain and will not be polluting at the place of use.
The pollution problems that Chichester communities
currently face will be reduced or even consigned to
the past. The electricity can be largely supplied from
renewable sources.
A blessing in disguise?

Automated cars and the Chichester Vision
The wider potential for delivering the Chichester
vision is enormous. It could mean the end of public
transport because people would be able to pick up
a driverless shuttle on demand. The aspiration to
widen the pedestrian areas outside the Cathedral
in West Street becomes a possibility as soon as the
buses are removed. People who don’t normally drive
because they are old, infirm or don’t enjoy driving
could pick up a driverless pod. As could young
people going to school with their friends, rather than
their parents having to do the school run: that would
be a time-saving possibility!
Could parking congestion decline?
On-street parking demand would be reduced. The
need for car parking space would reduce as many
people would not own cars but pick up a pod. Car
parks in the central area could then be closed and
redeveloped into something that all the community
could enjoy rather than those lucky enough to find
a parking space. Road space all over the city that
is currently parked could be freed up for wider
pavements.

These changes will reduce the need for cars in
central areas and the capacity on our major trunk
roads will increase considerably, so reducing the
need for large scale road-building. Perhaps the
cancellation of the Chichester Bypass roadworks whether to the north or the south - may be a blessing
in disguise. Perhaps a little more patience will result
in a solution eventually coming to us rather than we
having to go and search for it. The transport future
could be so good for a regional centre such as
Chichester, compared with other urban settlements
that have been affected by large scale road
construction. Might they be wishing for the luck of
Chichester, largely retaining its beauty, but unsullied
by vast road development?

STOP PRESS!
A Consortium of British Companies are planning
to test driverless vehicles on Britain’s roads. Plans
are afoot to test a fleet of these vehicles between
Oxford and London including on motorways by
2019. The project is backed by £8.6m government
grant. Other countries are also pressing ahead
with this technology notably Google in the US,
Volvo in China and Daimler in Germany.

CORRECTION Our article in the March Newsletter Thinking outside the box reported that

‘much’ of the finance for the now-cancelled A27 Chichester bypass was to come from the Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL). We have been advised this is incorrect. CIL is a fund managed by the District Council to
pay for community facilities locally. It’s a scheme linked to development, mainly house-building. In fact the
works to the A27 bypass if it happens, will be financed by Central Government with top-ups from two other
sources: the County Council, and Highways England - the latter using contributions from developers under
other planning-gain arrangements termed ‘Section 278 agreements’. But the District Council’s funding pot for
community facilities won’t be used for the A27. That’s nice to know!
Anyone interested in the detail of CIL spending plans may view the CDC website at:
www.chichester.gov.uk/article/27165/Infrastructure-Business-Plan-including-CIL-Spending-Plan

Read earlier editions on our website at www.chichestersociety.org.uk
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A VISION FOR THE CITY CENTRE
Chairman Richard Childs explains the Society’s wish-list
In March the Chichester Society responded to a consultation on the District Council’s Vision for the city
centre over the next 20 years. Our response can be seen in full on the website. This article is a summary of
that response. We feel that as the main entry points to the city centre, it is vitally important to improve the four
gateways. So looking at each in turn our thoughts are as follows:
Northgate
We believe the Northgate gyratory should be
demolished and an attractively designed hotel built
on the footprint of Metro House. A signal-controlled
pedestrian/cycle route on a line from St Paul’s Road
to North Street would be of immense benefit to
everyone, notably residents.
Redesign Northgate car park to provide a
landscaped walkway from Oaklands Way to the
Theatre, enhanced with low level bollard lighting.
This walkway would be orientated and focused
north towards the theatre and south to the Cathedral
spire. A signal-controlled pedestrian/cycle junction
is required for crossing Oaklands Way, thereby
providing a popular alternative to the pedestrian
tunnel.
Southgate
Again, we believe that this gyratory ought to be
abolished and the northern leg made for two-way
traffic. The Crown Court has enormous potential
for conversion to a multi-use venue but primarily as
a concert hall. The vast spaces of the bus garage
would be ideal for large scale gigs. Everyone
recognises the canal basin’s scope for regeneration
and we support a variety of leisure uses for this
location: an hotel, bars and restaurants with
landscaped terraces fronting onto the canal. No
structures should obscure views of the cathedral
and its spire. Create a purpose-designed ‘gateway’
feature at the location of the former South Gate.
Move the bus station north of the railway as part of
the existing station forecourt. Is this the moment to
mention the elephant in the room? The reason for
increasing traffic congestion in this neighbourhood
is the railway. Why not commission a feasibilitystudy as one element of a Southgate master plan
to provide road bridges in place of the two level
crossings?
Westgate
We would like to see a landscaped garden on part
or all of the Orchard Street car park. This amenity
would be some compensation for the anticipated
loss of Westgate roundabout due to highway works
Page 6

associated with the Whitehouse Farm development.
Nearby, the untapped potential use of the Cathedral
Green can be explored. For example, create
several ramps between the raised footpath and
West Street - a feature that would be popular with
wheelchair users. Remove the diseased lime trees
over time and replant. Retain bus stops but place
two heritage-type bus shelters outside former Post
Office.
Eastgate
This gyratory should also be abolished. We would
make St Pancras and The Needlemakers two-way.
We would pedestrianise The Hornet to create a
quirky shopping quarter on the lines of those in
Brighton or Lewes, all of which are flourishing with
small traders since introduction of pedestrianisation
projects. Kwik Fit must be relocated to the city
periphery and in its place developed retail space for
small units from St Pancras through to The Hornet.
Small retail units would fit well on the North and/or
East side of the Cattle Market car park. Parts of this
substantial area could become a covered market,
of the kind seen in almost all French towns. Such
buildings can be extremely attractive.
The City’s Night Time Economy - adding pizzazz
We would like to see the city centre become even
more attractive through imaginative floodlighting.
This would focus on the principal elements of the
city’s urban character: buildings like the Council
House, the Guildhall, St Olav’s Church, former Corn
Exchange, St Pancras Church and St John’s Chapel;
but also historic structures such as the City Walls at
Jubilee Park and Westgate Fields, or the Bell Tower
& St Peter the Great, or the Gateway to Canon
Lane. This city could become famous for its ‘lighting
festival’ timed during the Christmas season and the
Festival of Chichester in June-July.
Increasing City Centre Accommodation
Proactive policies and programmes can encourage
owners of retail and office space to develop
surplus accommodation, ideally for flats or small
business units.

Read earlier editions on our website at www.chichestersociety.org.uk
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Protecting Chichester’s Special Character
Chichester’s “Special Character” owes much to its rural setting and rural features of much of this city. These
aspects need greater acknowledgement and protection possibly through the medium of existing design
guides. For example: hedges rather than fences, wooden street furniture rather than big-city steel and
plastic. Planning policy should seek to “knit together” the street scene, without too many stand-out, statement
buildings. New buildings within the city centre should aim to be quietly sympathetic rather than shouting for
attention. But even where the occasional “statement building” is permitted it must be sensitive to its neighbours.
And finally, the Society would like to

•

Improve the appalling state of the city centre’s pavements.

•

Provide a high quality Tourist Information Centre in North Street under the Council Chamber with glazing in
the arches.

•

Use architectural competitions for larger development sites to ensure high quality design.

•

Provide more seats in the city centre, particularly in South Street and Southgate.

•

Re-open public toilets that have been closed in recent years.

Could any of these aspirations come to fruition in years to come? While recognising the constraints, not least
finance, we can hope - and indeed this is why the District Council has sponsored such a wide-ranging public
consultation. Hope. An important word; there’s even a website dedicated to poetry with hope!

WHAT’S NEXT?
Steve Oates, CDC Economic Development Manager and Chichester Vision Project Manager, comments:
“We received a strong response to our six week public consultation. Subject to any further amendments,
it’s anticipated the final Vision will be adopted by Chichester District Council, West Sussex County Council,
Chichester City Council and Chichester BID during July. From that point the work really begins! A delivery
plan and team will be formed to ensure the aspirations and ambitions set out in the Vision become reality
over the next couple of decades”.
An impression of Little London
car park with a purpose built
outdoor market area and
open amenity space.

Image: Chichester District Council, ‘Chichester Tomorrow… A Vision for Chichester’.
Read earlier editions on our website at www.chichestersociety.org.uk
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UPWALTHAM TO DUNCTON WITH THE NO99 BUS
David Wilson takes us for a 4 mile walk with some steep
bits and very fine views.
Maps: we’ll use the Ordnance Survey walkers’ map for the Arundel and Pulborough area, No 121. Transport:
you’ll need the Route 99 service run by Compass Bus between Chichester and Petworth. It operates several
times a day but not Sunday. Convenient departures from Chichester West Street are: 1045, 1215 and 1400.
Afternoon departures from Petworth are 1315, 1445 and 1655. Compass Bus run what’s called a ‘flexible’
service, so pick-ups have to be booked in advance on 01903 264776. Their website states times at Duncton:
www.compass-travel.co.uk. Bus passes can be used after 0930.
We begin at Upwaltham
Start from Upwaltham at St
Mary the Virgin Church (Grid
Ref 943138). It was built 900
years ago, little altered since
then and in a setting described
by Cardinal Manning as ‘only
less beautiful than Heaven’.
Follow the hedgerow near the
church up the hill and turn right
at the top. You will then pass a
memorial to members of 617
squadron (the Dam Busters) one
of whose planes crashed here
(GR 942149).
Stay on the track, turning right
when you reach another track
which comes out in the open at
Crown Tegleaze (GR 943156).

There is an excellent view
across the Weald - the largest
hill to be seen on the left is
Blackdown near Haslemere,
the highest point in Sussex.
Keep going in a generally North
East direction, crossing the
grassy space to find a footpath
at the left-hand corner. This
path passes Duncton Chalk Pit,
where the chalkstones for the
trail of that name were quarried.
Eventually you come to the
A285, but stay on the path below
the road to the Viewpoint (GR
954161).
Glorious views across Sussex
The Viewpoint was set up by the
Rees Jeffreys Road Fund. He was

a pre-war highways engineer
and championed tarmac
surfaces and road numbering.
From the Viewpoint you can
see two stately homes. On the
left is East Lavington, now the
home of Seaford College, but
once the seat of Bishop ‘Soapy
Sam’ Wilberforce, Darwin’s
vehement opponent and son
of anti-slavery campaigner
William Wilberforce. To the right
the prominent cream building
is Burton Park, built in 1828
to replace an earlier house
which had burnt down. It’s now
converted to apartments.
Onwards to Duncton
Retrace your steps a few yards
and take the path below the
Viewpoint. At the foot of the hill,
cross the A285 and work around
the east side of the old Duncton
churchyard to reach the road
again at The Cricketers (GR
960170). This pub celebrates
James (Jemmy) Dean, a Duncton
man who played cricket for
Sussex and England in the 19th
century, taking 10 wickets in an
innings 18 times. If you feel like
further exercise a signposted
footpath goes across to Burton
Park and its fine Norman church.
The last bus back leaves from
the Cricketers pub at 1702.

St Mary the Virgin at Upwaltham,
built 900 years ago and little
altered since then.
Photo: David Wilson.
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CHICHESTER’S NEW HERITAGE TRAILS LAUNCHED
Wednesday 29 March 2017 saw a notable publishing
event: Richard Childs was there
Outside it was a rather drizzly March afternoon but inside the historic splendour of the City Council’s Council
Chamber some thirty people gathered for the launch of a planned series of self-guided walks around
Chichester. Four of these Heritage Trails have been published as leaflets, supplemented with Internet versions
accessible from smart phones and tablets. But Wednesday 29 March was mainly about the leaflets because
thousands had been printed and distributed around the city - to the West Sussex Record Office, Chichester
Library, Novium’s Tourist Information Centre and the Council House on North Street.
The 4 quadrants
These leaflets explore the fascinating history of the city’s four principal neighbourhoods, or quadrants, that
radiate in all directions from the Market Cross. Each leaflet, and its Internet equivalent, describes many of
Chichester’s historic buildings and the events associated with them. They are the first results of the Society’s
two-year project financed by the Heritage Lottery Fund and Chichester City Council.
Volunteers worked over twelve months at the County Record Office and
Chichester Library, sifting through ancient documents and oral history
interviews. This research has revealed new information and insights
about Chichester’s history in years gone by. It’s cleverly summarised and
lavishly illustrated in leaflet format to enable anyone - resident or visitor to walk the city centre, seeing a great deal with informed eyes.
Thanks to everyone
The 29 March was also an
opportunity for extensive thanks:
to the City Council for allowing us
to use the Council Chamber, and
also for their generous grant; to
the Heritage Lottery Fund as the
principal funder of the project;
to Chris Hare for managing the
four Trails to publication; to all the
volunteers without whose efforts
and research this launch would not
be taking place; to Mike Blacker
and his team of graphic specialists
whose designs have brought to life
a great deal of information about
Chichester. This house style will
be used for other Trails as they are
published during the rest of the
project period.
I want to encourage Newsletter
readers to spread the word about
the Society’s Heritage Trails,
get copies of the leaflets (free!),
see the new website at www.
chichesterheritagetrails.org.uk,
and test these self-guided walks for
yourself: I think you will be impressed.
Read earlier editions on our website at www.chichestersociety.org.uk

Front covers for two of
Chichester’s newly published
Heritage Trails: the South West
Quadrant and the North West
Quadrant. Free copies for all
four Trails are obtainable at the
Novium, Chichester Library,
the Council House and WSCC
Record Office.
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Chichester’s canal at sunset, a peaceful
spot to stroll on a summer evening
Photo: Paul Stone, copyright Chichester Ship Canal Trust

Read earlier editions on our website at www.chichestersociety.org.uk
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A LOCAL JEWEL: THE BISHOP’S PALACE GARDEN
Geoff King recounts how volunteer enthusiasts helped to
re-create this beautiful garden
An appreciative quote on Trip Advisor’s website states the Bishop’s Palace Garden is ‘tucked away behind the
cathedral, a real peaceful and serene place…... It is very well looked after; with spring flowers everywhere you
look… a beautiful hidden gem of Chichester’.
So, yes, this garden is rather ‘tucked away’ because it’s situated within Chichester’s south western quadrant at
the end of Canon Lane. It is leased by the Church Commissioners to Chichester District Council and has been
maintained by the Council’s team of gardeners for the past forty years. Sheltering within the ramparts of the
City walls it’s quiet and much loved by Cicestrians, and a constant surprise and delight to the many visitors to
the City, as the Trip Advisor respondent testifies.
Restoration was needed
What extraordinary good fortune it is to be part of
the team responsible for renovating the Bishop’s
Palace Garden over the past ten years or so. It’s a
great privilege to have been given the opportunity.
Years ago, it became increasingly obvious that
I was not alone in thinking that this garden had
become over-mature with colourless borders,
damaged hedging and worn paths: it was failing
to serve the City. With like-minded people we
convinced District councillors the garden needed a
sympathetic lift in its fortunes.

First, we undertook the heavy work of grubbing out
the dense shrubberies and trees from the central
areas and ramparts, widening and surfacing the
pathways, installing water and electricity points,
and moving the water feature. We then assembled
and placed out the new designed areas as three to
five planting groups. With such density we came to
appreciate the true significance of this ambitious
project. Our efforts have been recognised: at first
with a Britain in Bloom Silver Gilt award and the
following year with a Gold; and later still with a
Green Flag award, not forgetting complimentary
reviews often seen on the Trip Advisor website.

Planning new life

The Garden’s Friends

At that time Mick Gore was the Council’s parks
manager and with his leadership funding was
allocated for a restoration programme. Garden
designer Sue Sutherland was commissioned in 2008
to work to a brief prepared by the Garden’s founding
group of Friends. We took great pleasure in viewing
Sue’s plans and planting schemes and were inspired
to take a major part in this great venture.

Our Friends group has grown in confidence and
skills by working throughout the year alongside
the Council’s gardeners Chaz and Steve. Every
session has been varied and full of interest. We
tend to have our favourite areas and can be seen
in our yellow jackets often ‘bums up’ in the bedding
plants or in amongst the shrubberies. With new
Friends joining our team, volunteer sessions and
hours have steadily increased. During 2016 we
contributed 113 morning sessions amounting to
1,478 hours.
Throughout the year the Friends have shared their
knowledge in maintaining the beds in preparation
for the coming season’s mix of plants and shrubs.
Visitors often ask about the mature trees which
we explain were planted for the Bishops in the
mid-19th century. Special mention is made of the
grandeur of the Wellington (Giant Sequoia), the
flowers of the Foxglove Tree (Pawlonia), or the
leaves of the Handkerchief Tree (Davidia), and the
Holm Oaks (Quercus ilex). We are maintaining
records that include recently planted young trees;
these will have labels attached providing even more
knowledge to share with visitors.
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The Garden continues to change
From the outset we realised this garden must be
allowed to gradually change. This has proved to
be the case, the original planting having to be
continuously reviewed and maintained according
to the strengths and habits of the plants. Many have
thrived but some have outgrown their spaces and
overwhelmed others which have been replaced.
The Friends have responded to dwindling funding by
propagating seeds and cuttings along with dividing
clumps to create new plant stock for infilling. The
sale of our plant surpluses for the purchase of new
plant stock and generous plant donations has
helped to maintain the garden’s seasonal variety
and standards - as has been reflected in the many
positive comments we have received.

COME AND HELP!
Friends of Bishop’s Palace Garden sessions take
place between 9.15 and 12.15 on Monday and
Wednesday mornings throughout the year. For
volunteering and information contact
Chichester District Council’s Green Spaces
Officer Justin Jones by phone Tel: 01243534630
or email to jujones@chichester.gov.uk
Contrasting views of the Bishop’s Palace Garden.
The restoration and maintenance of this ‘hidden
gem’ is due to a successful partnership between
District Council professionals and enthusiastic
volunteers.
Photos: with thanks to Chichester District Council.

Read earlier editions on our website at www.chichestersociety.org.uk
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Celebrating villages around Chichester
ITCHENOR IS ROOTED IN ITS MARITIME PAST
Resident Christopher Mead-Briggs profiles a small
community in Chichester Harbour
It’s early March as I write this article and the buoys in Itchenor Reach are filling with boats, the Brent geese
preparing to return north. The water is busy with activity and the Hard has been freshly dressed with shingle
ready for the start of the season. It must have been the same 2,000 years ago because archaeological
discoveries have confirmed the presence of human habitation here since the Neolithic period. Among a great
many artefacts that have been found in the village over the years is a partially polished Neolithic flint axe which
is now in the Chichester Museum.
There is evidence of Roman settlements in the
harbour since Claudius first landed around 43AD.
This second and principal invasion of Britain is
now thought to have occurred here in Chichester
Harbour rather than in Kent where Caesar first
landed in 55BC
A Saxon past
Itchenor’s history really began sometime in the early
seventh century when a Saxon settlement known
as Icca-n-ora or Icca’s Bank was established, later
called Itchenor which is mentioned in the Saxon
Charter.
It is also mentioned in the Domesday Book and was
held by Warin, who invaded England with William
of Normandy. A little under a century later, a small
chapel was built on the site where St Nicholas’
Church now stands. In those days, the river Haven

ran down the east side of the spit of land to join
the harbour, and at high tide the chapel was
surrounded on three sides by water. It was still
liable to flood in 1820 when Church Records relate
– ‘no divine service in the Church - the road leading
thereto being impassable owing to an extraordinary
high tide which caused a breach in the sea wall’.
In 1665 the Great Plague carried off most of the
inhabitants of East Itchenor. Although our village is
now generally known as Itchenor, it is still officially
called West Itchenor by both local and central
government to this day.
Shipbuilding and repair become important
By the early 1700’s shipbuilding was Itchenor’s
principal employment. A yard on the site of the West
Itchenor Sailing Club was established and we have
a record of 8 large ships being built between 1744
and 1808. Much of West Itchenor
was acquired by the 3rd Duke of
Richmond in the 1770’s and he
became owner of the shipyard.
Ship repairs continued in
Itchenor until the end of the
war with France in 1815 and
the yard then fell into decline
until its revival in the mid-1930s.
During the 2nd World War the
yard was run by the Admiralty
who built the “Fairmile” motor
launch usually in about 3 months
from start to finish. 110 feet long
and used variously as a Motor
Torpedo Boat, a rescue launch
and as a gun boat it was the
backbone of Coastal Command.
The yard remains in use today.

Itchenor’s foreshore with Old Haven built c1900 Photo: Christopher Mead-Briggs
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Londoners discover Itchenor
With the arrival of the railway from London, the
village was “discovered” by Londoners and
others drawn by its unspoilt nature and its sailing
pleasures. One writer describes Itchenor’s
bohemian mix of actors and painters who would
‘descend from London to enjoy the eternal summer
of Edwardian England’.
With the arrival of the car in the 1920’s until just
after the 2nd World War Itchenor was popular as a
weekend retreat and many houses were built. The
year 1927 is important because that was the date
that the Itchenor Sailing Club was established.
The village expands in the 1960s
After the war it was not until the early 1960’s
that the village grew larger. In 1964 the whole of
Chichester Harbour was designated an Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty. In 1971 the Chichester
Harbour Conservancy took over not only the role
of Harbourmaster but also the responsibility of
administering the entire AONB, and their office is
here in The Street. In recent decades our village has
attracted a large number of new residents wanting
to sail, walk and enjoy the tranquillity of the harbour.
Today, about 40% of houses are second homes. The
Itchenor Village Design Statement is in its second
edition (2012) and the Itchenor Society works with
the Harbour Conservancy to keep it up to date.

Itchenor’s The Street, where the Harbour Conservancy
has its offices Photo: Peter Arnold

Harbour Conservancy and village life
The Conservancy website lists all events that take
place with monthly newsletters which are the
best guide to what’s on in the area. In addition to
organised walks, they also run the solar powered
catamaran, Solar Heritage, enabling birdwatching
throughout the winter months when the harbour is
full of over-wintering species. There are courses
on art and photography and a wide education
programme for children based in Dell Quay. Visit the
link below for more details:
www.conservancy.co.uk/page/things-to-do/456/

Itchenor’s Sailing Club lawn - a normal gathering for tea when racing is over Photo: Peter Arnold

Read earlier editions on our website at www.chichestersociety.org.uk
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COMMUNITY GARDENING IS GROWING
The urge to cultivate is given life through Grow Chichester
as Julia Sander explains
There has been a lot of media coverage about allotments and the benefits of growing your own fruit and
vegetables. Grow Chichester’s efforts over four years to establish community gardens are timely, especially as
there is a lengthy waiting list to rent an allotment.
Grow Chichester is one of several projects
managed by Transition Chichester a group that is
part of the nationwide Transition Network. It’s an
idea that began in Totnes in 2006 and has since
gone global: today there are at least nine Transition
groups in Sussex alone. So Transition Chichester is
part of an international association of communities
aiming to live in a more environmentally friendly
way. Here in Chichester our projects include
reducing waste, consuming less energy, sharing
skills and producing more food locally. Community
orchards and gardens have been part of Transition
Chichester’s vision since its founding in 2008.

First, community orchards
We reached agreement with the District Council and
the Festival Theatre in 2012 to plant and maintain a
30-tree orchard behind the theatre. The first trees
were purchased with help from local Rotary Clubs
and planted by an enthusiastic volunteer team.
The orchard features local varieties of apples most
of which are rarely, if ever, found in shops and is
maintained by members of the local community.
Last year was the orchard’s fourth season and
for the first time, it yielded a really good crop. An
apple juicing event was held in late September,
using a traditional wooden apple press. We are
also developing a wildflower meadow in the
orchard which will feature poppies, cornflowers
and other flowers that represent the beauty of our
countryside. In time this will undoubtedly be a most
attractive feature in the park and, most importantly,
encourage pollination. We planted our second
community orchard at Whyke on a piece of waste
ground beside a footpath near Kingsham Road. It’s
managed by local residents, and provides a lovely
little haven for wildlife.
Then, community gardens

A good crop of raspberries
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Another opportunity arose two years later to use
a rather neglected vegetable plot adjacent to
the Bishop’s Palace Garden. Set in the glorious
surroundings of the cathedral close, this garden is
a real jewel. There was plenty to be done as the plot
had fallen into disuse, but by the end of the summer
it had been transformed by our volunteers. 2017
is the fourth growing season, and our vegetable
garden is in fine shape. Volunteers work there
regularly and share the produce among themselves.
Any surplus goes to the Food Bank or to the local
night shelter. Sessions are arranged each week for
people who love growing, but have had to give up
their own gardens. In many cases the opportunity
to garden and meet others has given participants
a new lease of life. We then decided to create a
second community vegetable garden at Oaklands
Park in 2015, but this is very different. For this garden
we’ve created raised beds in open parkland, which
are tended weekly by people living nearby. PassersRead earlier editions on our website at www.chichestersociety.org.uk
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by are welcome – and even encouraged - to help
themselves to a strawberry or a tomato, so that all
can experience the joy of fresh produce.
Gardening as therapy
Thanks to grant funding, we have been able to
engage the services of a therapeutic horticulturalist.
Links have been formed with MIND, the mental
health charity, and the Alzheimer’s Society. We
are also running sessions for vulnerable adults
who might not otherwise have the opportunity to
garden. This is a win-win situation for everyone:
we all benefit from healthy outdoor exercise and a
regular supply of delicious fresh produce, learning
new skills and working with others. It’s fun! If you’d
like to know more about Grow Chichester or join
one of our sessions, check our website at www.
transitionchichester.org.
Right: Harvesting at Transition Chichester’s
allotment next to the Bishop’s Palace Garden
Below: Apple juicing at the Oaklands Park
Orchard.
All photos with thanks to Transition Chichester

Read earlier editions on our website at www.chichestersociety.org.uk
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CREATING A BUOYANT CITY CENTRE
We speak with Chairman Colin Hicks about the Business
Improvement District
Newsletter readers may remember Chichester’s BID received a boost just before last Christmas. A ballot
among city centre retailers and other business resulted in a clear majority in favour of BID continuing its work
to improve the city centre for everyone. On this hopeful foundation BID’s management board has been taking
stock of its contribution to Chichester life.
The Chichester BID - some
background
Business Improvement Districts, or
more simply BIDs, are partnerships
between all the organisations and
individuals who want lively and
successful city and town centres.
They started in Canada over 40
years ago, came to Britain in 2004
and began at Chichester in 2012.
This is because BIDs are regarded
as making a positive difference,
injecting management and money
to build a hopeful future. BIDs are
funded by a levy on those paying
non-domestic rates. They must
be agreed by a ballot of local
businesses and are renewed
every five years. That’s why there
was a ballot in Chichester last
autumn: the first five years - BID
1 - had expired. The numbers
involved are perhaps surprising:
in the Chichester BID area (within
the City Walls) are over 700
businesses: about half are retail
(shops) and a fifth offer food or
drink; the rest provide commercial
and inter-business services.
What has Chichester’s BID
achieved?
Most obviously, the Christmas
lights! The 2016 switch-on attracted
our largest crowd ever. Less
obvious are the many behind-thescene activities to increase the
city centre’s viability. For example,
installing new digital ‘footflow’
counters to monitor ‘people
movement’ - knowing whether
numbers are rising or falling is
important. The BID also promotes
Chichester and its events and
attractions by regional advertising
to encourage visitors. When they
Page 18

arrive we help them get orientated.
Have you noticed the many map
boards in car parks? They are
there because of BID. And have
you noticed the leaflet-style
street maps in purpose-designed
dispensers around the city centre?
BID printed 150,000. It’s a small
thing, but a free street map can
be really helpful to visitors. A last
example of behind-the-scenes
efforts is improving the city centre’s
security - it’s called Chichester
Businesses Against Crime
(ChiBAC) and has been quietly
successful.
Chichester’s city centre is
changing
It will not have escaped your notice
that pedestrian streets everywhere
are changing. Shopping is
migrating to the Internet which
now accounts for some 17% of
UK retail spending. So there are
fewer shoppers on the nation’s
high streets, Chichester included.
But those still coming seek other

opportunities whilst in town: coffee,
a meal, visit an exhibition; take a
stroll around the park. This is a
shopping experience you cannot
get on the Internet: knowledgeable
personal service often from an
independent retailer, the chance
to try on clothes, an impulse buy at
the farmers’ market.
Keep those tills ringing!
Chichester has plenty to offer
residents’ and visitors’ changing
habits and tastes. In retail jargon
this city is a ‘multiple shopping
destination’ but it’s also a town
with a successful University and
College; and it’s alive with arts,
culture and heritage of national
importance. Over the next five
years 2017-22 the BID 2 team will
continue to maintain partnerships
with local government and others
like the Chamber of Commerce
and Visit Chichester. The BID’s
task is straightforward: to increase
the city centre’s viability and keep
those tills ringing!

One of Chichester BID’s initiatives is to use flags to enliven the street-scene Photo: Chichester BID

Read earlier editions on our website at www.chichestersociety.org.uk
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EVENTS FOR CHISOC MEMBERS & THEIR FRIENDS
A variety of activities have been arranged for 2017 - you
just have to apply quickly!
State clearly whether your reservation is for the ‘Behind
the Scenes’ tour (with spiral staircase) or the ‘Regular’
Cathedral tour (level access to all areas). Numbers
are limited to 20 for each tour and reservations will be
confirmed on a first-come basis.
EXPLORING HIDDEN CHICHESTER: A WALKING
TOUR WITH ALAN GREEN
Tuesday 19 September 2017, at 2.30 pm. Meet at
the Cattle Market car park, north end behind the
toilet block.
Forget for a while the Cathedral, The Market Cross,
CHICHESTER FESTIVAL THEATRE:
The Guildhall and all the other famous Chichester
A GUIDED TOUR
landmarks, and join Alan Green on this walk. We will
Monday 19 June 2017 from 10.30 am. Meet at the
look at some of the city’s less well known features
theatre foyer from 10.00 am onwards.
and the history behind them, hidden away in twittens,
£5 per person by cheque payable to The Chichester
tunnels and also in prominent places where you
Society; post with SAE (for acknowledgement) to
never look.
Anthony Quail, Chichester Society, 44 Westgate
£5 per person payable on the day. For reservations
Chichester PO19 3EU. Visitor numbers are restricted
contact Rodney Chambers either by email at
with a minimum of 10 and maximum of 30. Reservations rodneychambers@hotmail.co.uk or by ‘phone: 01243
will be managed on a first-come basis.
779359. Numbers are limited to 30 and reservations
THE WINES OF SPAIN:
confirmed on a first-come basis.
WINE TASTING WITH CANAPÉS
Thursday 27 July 2017 at 7.00 pm at Hennings wine
merchants, 53 North Street Chichester.
A fun evening following the success of the Society’s
previous wine tasting in 2016. We will sample a
minimum of eight different wines accompanied by
appropriate canapés.
£20 per person by cheque payable to The Chichester
Society; post with SAE (for acknowledgement) to
Richard Childs, Chichester Society, Bayswell Cottage
Leatherbottle Lane Chichester PO19 4DB. Numbers are
limited to 20 and reservations will be confirmed on a
first-come basis, and no later than 16 June 2017.
CHICHESTER CATHEDRAL:
A BEHIND THE SCENES TOUR
Tuesday 15 August 2017 at 10.30 am. Meet at the
Cathedral West Door.
An unusual tour because in addition to the main
Cathedral we will visit the Library, Song School and
Bishops Chapel. Access to the Library and Song School
is by spiral stairs so fit mobility is essential. For those
with limited mobility the tour will focus on the Cathedral.
£5 per person donation to the Cathedral by cheque
payable to The Chichester Society. Post with SAE (for
Chichester Cathedral Library
acknowledgement) to Trevor Redman, Chichester
Photo: Dean and Chapter
Society, 12 Hawthorne Gardens, Hambrook PO18 8FP.
Read earlier editions on our website at www.chichestersociety.org.uk
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HELP

#FiddlerOnTheRoof

GUARANTEE
THE SOCIETY’S
FUTURE!

Omid Djalili Tracy-Ann Oberman

By remembering the
Chichester Society
when arranging future
bequests you’ll help
continue this
City’s civic traditions.
Your gift will really
make a difference!
See below for contact
information or access
the Society’s website
at
chichestersociety
.org.uk

10 July – 26 August
01243 781312
cft.org.uk

W E A L D & D OW N L A N D L I V I N G M U S E U M

Fenwick’s Cafe

YOUR LOCAL
MUSEUM

Monday to Friday 10am - 5pm
Saturday & Sunday 9:30am - 5pm
Family run café situated in the
historic Priory Park.

PRIORY PARK

New for 2017:

Serving freshly prepared, locally
sourced food, coffee, cakes,
ice creams & more.

• Introductory galleries
• New gift shop
• Waterside café

Our inside seating area
is now available for
private hire, so why not
book for a family dinner
or just a celebration.

Upcoming events:
• Living History Festival, 3-4 June
• Wood Show, 17-18 June Dads enter free
• Rare Breeds Show, 16 July

For more information
please call Dawn on
07867 973228 for food
& drink options.

Annual Membership
Visit the Museum for a whole year, including major events.

Joins as a volunteer
Come and join our friendly team – full training is provided.

Fenwick’s Cafe, Priory Park, Chichester, PO19 1NL

Town Lane, Singleton PO18 OEU

Tel: 01243 839762

THE CHICHESTER SOCIETY

Founder: David Goodman
Patron: The Mayor of Chichester
Vice President: Joy Crawshaw
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Chairman: Richard Childs
Vice Chairman: Bill Sharp
Secretary: Anthony Quail
Treasurer: Bob Wiggins
Andrew Bain, Danielle Charbonneau,
Rodney Chambers, Greg Dorey,
Roger Hobbs, Cedric Mitchell, Trevor
Redman, Grace Taylor, John Templeton,
John Wichers and David Wilson.
Chairman, Newsletter editorial panel:
Richard Childs Contact with the
Newsletter is via the website at www.
chichestersociety.org.uk/contact-us
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Email: dawn@fenwickscafe.com

www.fenwickscafe.com

www.wealddown.co.uk

MEMBERSHIP
Single membership: £8 by standing
order or £11 by cheque payable to the
Chichester Society.
Joint membership: £12 by standing
order or £15 by cheque.
Life membership (60 years and over):
£120 single and £160 joint.
Under 18 years: £4.
Corporate membership: £100 (one-off).
Applications for membership
and annual subscriptions to the
Membership Secretary, John Wichers
at 1 St Martin’s Square Chichester
PO19 1NW. Tel: (01243) 778976.
Email: john@wichers.plus.com
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Society necessarily subscribes to
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is reserved to edit any submitted
articles or letters.
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December by the Chichester Society.
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