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MOMENTOUS PLANNING & ROAD DECISIONS FOR CHICHESTER
Chairman, Richard Childs urges all to make their views known
After a number of false starts, delays and the furore caused by the Northern Bypass option, Highways England eventually launched its A27 Chichester consultation on the 14th July. Within a day or two of its launch I had already been asked
by several people whether the Chichester Society had decided on its preferred
option. At the time of writing, the answer to this question is no and indeed it may
be that our Executive Committee does not reach a consensus on a preferred option. If however we do reach a consensus, it will be based on the option which
most closely fits with our constitution, namely to secure a general improvement
of the social and cultural life of the community.
Our starting point is that the status quo is no longer a sustainable option. The
year on year increase in traffic has made the road unfit for purpose. Highways
England’s job is to provide a solution which will increase capacity and thus improve journey time along the A27 around Chichester. There are 5 options which
range in cost from £47 million to £280 million and range in time to construct
from 15 months to 41 months.

Whether or not
the Society’s
Executive
Committee
agrees a preferred option, I
would strongly
urge all members of the
Society to
make their individual responses to Highways England. You can do this by completing the
questionnaire at the back of the Highways England brochure (available from
Chichester Library or from the City, District or County Council offices). Alternatively you can complete the questionnaire online at www.highways.gov.uk/
a27chichester. The closing date for responses is Thursday 22 September.
As well as the A27 consultation a momentous decision may well be taken at the
District Council’s Planning Committee meeting on Thursday 8 September when
the fate of Whitehouse Farm could be determined. The Chichester Society will
continue to argue that not a single house should be built on the site until a southern access route is provided to remove the danger, chaos and pollution caused by
construction traffic.
Finally, on a completely separate issue, this edition of the Newsletter is the last to
be edited by Bob Wiggins. Bob has put himself forward to be our next Treasurer
and subject to approval at our AGM will take up this role in October. I’d like to
take this opportunity to thank Bob for the excellent work he has done in producing the Newsletter over the past two years.
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THE BISHOP OTTER ART COLLECTION - ONE OF CHICHESTER’S CULTURAL JEWELS
Gill Clarke, Guest Curator and Visiting Professor explains why the Bishop Otter Collection is special
The Bishop Otter Art Collection is an important part
not only of the University’s cultural heritage but also
that of the city of Chichester. It resulted from the
vision of two remarkable women: Betty Murray who
was Principal from 1948 to 1970 and Sheila
McCririck Head of Art 1949 to 1977. As 2016 is the
centenary year of Sheila McCririck’s birth, it is

fitting to celebrate her role and foresight in creating
a unique collection of twentieth-century British art.
An artistic partnership
Sheila McCririck’s selection of figurative and abstract work was purchased from artists who were
little known at the time, when funds were at best
limited or non-existent. This was ground-breaking.

Four Jugs Alison Britton

Autumn Stream Ivon Hitchens
Registered Charity No. 268055
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painting and some members saw no value in
‘modern art’ and/or originals. Others favoured originals but were doubtful of the choice. Walter Hussey,
then Dean of Chichester and a serious collector, was
critical of some choices made by Sheila McCririck
and Betty Murray. Matters came to a crunch at a
College Council meeting when a resolution was put
to the vote: ‘The College’s present policy of artistic
challenge be continued’. It was passed with two
dissensions.
The Otter Collection has a secure future
A new Learning Resources Centre on the Chichester
campus in 1997 provided an opportunity to incorporate the new Otter Gallery in honour of Bishop
William Otter (1768-1840) in whose memory the
original college was founded. Its inauguration in
1998 marked a new phase in the life of a distinguished collection, reflecting its original intention to
place art at the heart of people’s lives. Moreover the
Collection continues to grow and contribute to this
city’s cultural life: do come before this exhibition
closes on 9 October.

Red Painting October 62/May 63 Terry Frost
Betty Murray’s support and tenacity enabled the acquiring of diverse artworks, often in the face of opposition from staff and Governors. By 1955 students,
staff and visitors of the then Bishop Otter College
could see work by the likes of Henry Moore, Paul
Nash, Christopher Wood, Graham Sutherland and
William Scott displayed around the College wherever they looked right.
A shared vision
The Otter Collection was founded on two beliefs:

Living with works of art adds a dimension to
life not available in any other form

Original art works are the only ones that can
do this.
At first limited funds restricted acquisitions to paintings although many were lent by artists. William
Gear, Ivon Hitchens and John Craxton were among
early supporters. Betty Murray often wrote directly
to artists. Her letter to Ivon Hitchens in August 1949
resulted in the purchase of Autumn Stream in January 1950, the first work acquired by the College.

Credits:
Alison Britton b.1948, Four Jugs, 1976, Courtesy Bishop Otter
Trust, University of Chichester; Ivon Hitchens 1893-1979, Autumn Stream, undated, oil on canvas, © Jonathan Clark Fine
Art, representatives of the artist’s estate, Courtesy Bishop Otter Trust, University of Chichester; Terry Frost 1915-2003,
Red Painting October 62/May 63, 1962-63, oil on canvas ,
Courtesy the Estate of Terry Frost, and the Bishop Otter Trust,
University of Chichester.

DO VISIT THE GALLERY
For Gallery opening times visit www.chi.ac.uk/
ottergallery. Entry is free. An illustrated catalogue,
edited by Gill Clarke, is available at the Gallery and
from the University’s Online Store for a discounted
price of £10.

No modern art in this College!
Autumn Stream provoked questions but the heat of
this debate increased with the purchase in 1958 of
Patrick Heron’s abstract Black and White: April
1956 (if you are quick, you can see this painting at
Pallant House Gallery where it’s on display until 11
September). This purchase caused the very status of
the Collection to be questioned. The College Council
was shaken by Heron’s inventive and striking
ISSUE NUMBER 190 - SEPTEMBER 2016
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CHICHESTER’S WAR MEMORIALS - A TIME FOR REFLECTION
Member Judith Ratledge describes the survey work undertaken by volunteers
At last year’s Chichester Society AGM our Chairman, Richard Childs renewed his request for volunteers to help the War Memorials Trust who, prompted by the centenary of the outbreak of the First
World War, were encouraging volunteers to carry
out surveys on the whereabouts and condition of
War Memorials across the country.
Richard believed that the Chichester Society should
survey the city’s war memorials and I thought that
this was something in which I would like to be involved. So with the help of two like-minded members of the Whyke Residents Association and an exmilitary friend we undertook to help in the survey.

Road, most of us are familiar with the memorials of
the cathedral, including St George’s Chapel, devoted
to the men of the West Sussex Regiment who fell in
both World Wars.
On the opposite side of the nave is the Naval Chapel
of St Michael dedicated to those who died at sea in
the service of their country. The chapel is shortly to
be refitted as a more user-friendly space in the cathedral and a number of interesting ensigns and artefacts will be re-hung there.
There are also a number of older war memorials in
the cathedral such as the one to John Henry Fraser
who died at the battle of Dieg, India in 1804 and to
Lt. George Pigot
Alms who died in
action against the
French in the East
Indies in 1782.

Organisation of the
Survey
In 1995 Katherine
Slay had written an
excellent booklet for
the Sussex Family
History Group and
this formed the basis
for our research. The
booklet did not mention the condition of
the memorials, its
main purpose being to
record, for family history purposes, the
names of those fallen.
Katherine’s book had
surveyed 20 memorials, so we divided
St Bartholomew’s, Mount Lane - the condition of the memorial
them between us.
is very poor and the Diocese of Chichester has been informed
The project’s survey
forms required information on monument,
location, type with
description, material,
condition and who
was responsible for
the upkeep. It was
therefore a fairly comprehensive study as
these surveys had to
be accompanied by
photographs.
Familiar Memorials
Apart from Chichester’s large memorials
such as those in the
Litten Gardens, Portfield Cemetery and St
George’s, Cleveland
Registered Charity No. 268055

Many Memorials
have been relocated
Some memorials in
Chichester have had
active lives which
reflect the changes in
the city. Two have
been moved in the
1980s from All
Saints, Portfield, to
the vestibule of St
George’s, Cleveland
Rd. One, a stone tablet wall mounted and
the other a handsome, wooden, painted, opening book,
which is hung above
the door.

When the Shippams
factory moved from
its East Walls site in
2002, the bronze memorials for WW1
and WW2 were
moved to The Basil
Shippam Centre in
Tozer Way where
they are beautifully
cared for by the staff.
The Richard Rae Smart memorial used to be in the entrance The chapel at Graylingwell houses three
hall of the Royal West Sussex Hospital, Broyle Road,
memorial windows
Chichester. It has now been erected in the Bognor Regis
over the altar
Memorial Hospital.
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dedicated to members of the Stuart family. The window to the right of the altar dedicated to members of
the staff of the hospital who died in the 1914-18 war.
Since the old hospital and farm were developed for
housing, the chapel has been leased to the Emmanuel Church and looked after by The Homes and Community Agency of Graylingwell. The windows are
still in good condition but the church is suffering. It
is due for a refit and
custody will be assumed by the Chichester Community Development Trust in
2017.
The memorial plaque
from Bishop Otter
University chapel has
been relocated to outside the library from
its original site in the
chapel. Finally in the
list of peripatetic memorials, the plaque
that commemorated
the death of Flying
Officer Richard Rae
Smart DFC who was
killed in action in
1943 that was due to
go to St Richards
Hospital has been
traced to Bognor
Memorial Hospital
following a private
auction in London in
2014.

have been notified of our concerns. In addition there
is the memorial to the 141 men of the 9th Cyclist
Battalion in St Pauls Churchside, which would benefit from a little love.
Finally, the Garden of Remembrance next to the deconsecrated church of St Peter the Great in West
Street had been seen to be in need of garden maintenance, the memorial wall
being obscured from
view of the public. However some work has been
carried out lately and the
wall is more visible.
Pride and Care in
Evidence
The volunteers were
struck by the pride in the
memorials that was
demonstrated by all
those they had contact
with and what good care
was taken of them, from
the fresh flowers in
Christchurch to the short
annual service of remembrance at the Boys
High School and the officers at the Police Station, who although the
memorial cannot be seen
by the general public,
were obviously touched
by the fact that someone
wanted to see ‘their’
memorial.

There are two memorials from St Peter the
Less, North Street
(now demolished),
that cannot be traced,
despite inquiries over
the years.

We, the volunteers, were
so pleased to have done
this survey, to have realised that people have not
forgotten those who fell
in the wars and have at
Memorial to 6 named cathedral choristers who died during the same time, become
aware of the many small,
World War I
An unusual memorial
intimate memorials that
of particular interest had been pointed out to me by
are around our city and by this survey to have conRichard Childs. It is at the main gate of Priory Park.
tributed towards their future. At the same time for
‘This Park was presented to the citizens of Chichesus, wherever we find ourselves, it has become an
ter by His Grace Charles Henry 7th Duke of Richinterest to examine the war memorials and think
mond and Gordon 30th September 1918 as a Perpetabout the history recorded in the details.
ual Memorial of the Great War and for the purposes
of recreation.’
WHERE TO SEE THE DETAILS
Up
to
date
information concerning these memoriSome Memorials need some TLC
als have been logged on the website
The condition of the majority of the memorials is
www.warmemorialsonline.org.uk by Richard
very good except in the case of St Bartholomew’s,
Childs, where they can be viewed by the public.
Mount Lane, Westgate, which is wooden, painted
and is in a very poor state. The diocesan authorities
ISSUE NUMBER 190 - SEPTEMBER 2016
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JOINING UP THE ‘DOTS’ ON THE CHICHESTER TO EMSWORTH CYCLE ROUTE
Rupert Emerson, former Secretary of Chemroute outlines the vision for this project
I was on the A259 from Emsworth to Chichester the
other day and I saw a man on a tandem with a child
and another child following on their own bicycle.
Quite sensibly, the chap, who I imagine was the father, was peddling along the pavement. This may
not have been strictly legal, but who would encourage their children to brave the road?
Some will brave cycling along the route
A few hardy souls and some seriously confident cyclists do attempt the route but there are many who
would not dream of commuting on the route, or cycling to school, to the doctor, into town to shop or
for leisure. Instead we only feel safe in our metal
boxes, polluting the air, slowly killing ourselves and
our neighbours.

Support - but limited action
Parish councils have shown their support and there
have been some encouraging noises from the District and County Council. Andrew Tyrie, the local
MP, has offered his public support.
What has been done? Sadly, nothing. Naturally
money is stated as the reason, or that elsewhere has
priority. Well, there is money for these projects and
in fact the sources of funds are quite numerous. The
Leader of West Sussex has agreed to look into the
possibility of a Local Enterprise Partnership
scheme. It has also been suggested that Highways
England, who are upgrading the A27, take responsibility in this matter. There is a central government
pot. Meanwhile developers seem to do their utmost

Overview of the Chemroute (Chichester to Emsworth) Project showing the various planned improvements

The aims of the Project
The Chemroute project is an attempt to solve this
issue. At its heart is the concept that the cyclist
needs to be given their own space, not conflicting
with motorised traffic or pedestrians. A lane with
which they are provided needs to be physically
separated.
Over the last two years, the Chemroute Action
Group has consulted widely. Without a doubt it is
something people want in the area.
Drivers do not want to have to fight with cyclists,
and cyclists want a smooth, direct and safe route.
Pedestrians want to walk in peace.
Registered Charity No. 268055

to avoid putting anything back into the local community and opportunities to improve sections are
lost amongst the planning battles.
The Chemroute idea has been proved feasible and
practical. It is well supported. The case is as
strong as any cycling project in the county but in
the end it will only be through enough people demanding action that change will happen.
Find out more and get involved by contacting the
Secretary of the Chemroute Action Group at secretary@chemroute.org.uk. To those who have helped
and supported this project, many thanks. Your
continued efforts will be appreciated.
THE CHICHESTER SOCIETY NEWSLETTER
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WESTGATE CELEBRATES THE QUEEN’S 90th BIRTHDAY
Member Anthony Quail recalls Sunday 12 June when Westgate was closed for a party
A lot has happened since the Queen’s birthday celebrations earlier this year, but with the onset of autumn we can look back and recall several street parties around Chichester last summer.
On Sunday 12 June Westgate was closed to traffic
and furnished with gazebos, trestle tables were piled
with party food and drink and there was a hog roast while along the street a throng of neighbours enjoyed themselves, live music in the background.
Resident Hubert Doggart, after an introduction by
town-crier Richard Plowman, declaimed lines in
honour of the Queen to everyone’s enjoyment,
which we reproduce opposite. And the rain held off!
These pictures tell our story.

The party in full swing
To thank you, town-crier, I am glad.
How else could silence we have had?
Two reigns we’ve had not quite so long.
But is our history grasp so strong
That if I name them, I’ll be slated?
Yes, Victoria’s one! She should be feted,
And George the Third; these two I’ve fused.
For both have said, ‘We are not amused’.
Two other reigns have raised the tone,
When fine Queens sat upon the throne.
With Good Queen Bess we trounced the Spanish!
With Anne, successes did not vanish;
In Europe, the French were forced to exit.
‘Europe, mein gott!’ ‘Remain’ or ‘Brexit’?

Richard Plowman, Town Crier celebrates the day

Our proud belief is crystal clear:
Our Queen’s engagingly sincere.
She is both humble and heroic,
Able to smile and play the stoic
At Lord’s (I’ve seen it!) and at Ascot,
With Philip much more than just a mascot;
At Windsor with knights, each with a garter,
With family, all persona grata!
‘The times’ are often ‘out of joint’
(She’d like the Bard’s words at this point!)
But her gifts to cope are, thankfully, peerless;
For she’s confident and wise and fearless.
Of grateful praise she is deserving;
From service we’ve not seen her swerving.
We recognise her faith and hope
And love. All three have helped her cope.
They justify these last four lines,
And show, for her, they’re not mere signs.
‘By Father, Son and Holy Ghost’,
It’s time we drank a loyal toast.
‘She’s ‘90 years young’- those years well spent.
Who the hell would want a President?

Residents queuing to enjoy the hog roast
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‘THANK YOU MATRON’
Member Pamela Frey on the pleasures and history of Forbes Place with its ancient wisteria
This is our third year in Chichester living at King
George Gardens and each Spring we are utterly entranced with this corner of the city. Set behind plane
trees and manicured lawns stands the stunning building known, since 1999, as Forbes Place but which
started life in 1825 as West Sussex, East Hampshire
and Chichester General Infirmary and Dispensary.
But nothing can prepare us for the magnificent Wisteria Senensis which graces the length of its south facade throughout May with cascades of fragrant pendulous mauve blooms.
The First Matron at the
Hospital
This wisteria was planted by
a lady called Mrs Rogers,
who is recorded as being the
first matron of the Chichester Infirmary. The infirmary
opened following a public
appeal by Dr John Forbes
and opened to its first patients in October 1826 with
40 beds.

wisteria, imported from China, was given to Mrs
Rogers and it was planted along the south front of
the building. Wisterias had only been introduced to
England in 1816 but they became a fashionable
‘must have’ plant and the innovative Mrs Rogers
followed suit, no doubt supported by Dr John
Forbes, the first physician at this respected voluntary hospital. Dr Forbes left the Infirmary in 1840
when he moved to London and became Physician to
Queen Victoria, leaving Mrs Rogers to continue as
Matron for a further 17 years until she retired at the
age of 73.

Mrs Rogers held the role of
matron from 1826 until
1857: she must surely have
been not only an indefatigable lady but also had the
forethought to recognise
that for the sick and poor
who came into the hospital,
the beauty of plants could
also sooth and heal.
The majority of her patients were farm labourers,
their ailments caused by poor living conditions. She
must also have been a strict disciplinarian: patients
were forbidden to curse, swear, gamble, drink spirits,
smoke or chew tobacco – anyone found breaking
these rules faced the disgrace of being discharged.
The Register shows three or four such incidents a
year including, on one occasion, ‘using profane language respecting the matron’!
Plants to improve the Infirmary
Annual Reports of the time show continual reference
to the efforts of the Committee of Management to
improve the infirmary by raising money to add to
services and amenities. A footnote to the 1826-27
Report notes ‘Noblemen and Gentlemen who may be
thinning their shrubberies and nurseries …... could
make a very acceptable contribution by sending
spare shrubs and young trees to the infirmary’.
We learn that when the Infirmary was built a
Registered Charity No. 268055

Forbes House with its wisteria in full bloom
The ‘Royal’ West Sussex Hospital is born
The wisteria continued to be a backdrop to important
events in the history of Chichester when, in 1913,
King George V opened the remodelled building and
named it The ‘Royal’ West Sussex Hospital. The
King toured the building to see the new equipment
and enlarged wards whilst crowds outside encountered 2 elephants, Baby Jumbo and Baby Jimbo
whose presence was to raise money for the improvements. An initiative worthy of Mrs Rogers!
During both World Wars wounded troops were treated at the ‘Royal’ as well as at the Graylingwell War
Hospital. I like to imagine them glimpsing the wisteria and feeling that they were at last in a safe haven.
In 1948 the infirmary became part of the newlyformed NHS and gradually all acute services were
transferred to St Richards Hospital which had been
THE CHICHESTER SOCIETY NEWSLETTER
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Hospital outside their new extension. Forbes Place, so named
in memory of an outstanding
physician and member of the
community, was first occupied
as private apartments in 1999.
During extensive repairs to the
building in 2007 particular care
was needed for the wisteria in
view of its age and the brittle
nature of its huge branches.

built in 1938. By 1970 the cost
of upgrading the ‘Royal’ became so great that all patients
were transferred to St. Richards
and the building was used as
administrative offices for the
Health Service but was eventually sold for development in
1995.
The Wisteria may live on at
St Richards Hospital
Through all these changes the
wisteria remained a constant
link with those Victorian pioneers of progress, Mrs Rogers
and Dr John Forbes.

Now, over more than 180 years
later this wonderful plant is reputed not only to be one of the
oldest of its kind in England as
well as one of the longest at 200
feet but it is also the only ‘bush’
as opposed to tree, to carry a
preservation order.

In 1997 pruning and restoration
was carried out in the dormant
season by Connick Tree Care of
Reigate. Cuttings were taken
and planted at St Richards

So, ‘Thank you Matron’ for a
lasting legacy, with just a little
help from Mother Nature!

WHY WE CAME TO CHICHESTER
New Member Greg Dorey explains his reasons for settling here after all his world travels
Where does someone who has lived in London, Belgium, Hungary (twice), Pakistan, East Somerset,
Hong Kong and Ethiopia over the past three decades
and been British Ambassador to Budapest and Addis
Ababa/Djibouti want to settle down? Why, Chichester of course! We arrived in April.

culture. And Chichester offers so many opportunities to catch up on art, music and theatre. Our first
major venture out was to the immensely impressive
‘Ross’ at the Festival Theatre and we are already
planning the next visits (both forthcoming Shakespeare plays).

I started my public service career in the Ministry of
Defence in Portsmouth Dockyard overlooking HMS
Victory and at Botley Victualling Depot, long before
moving to the Foreign Office, so I knew this area
well a long time ago. Alison didn’t, but I brought
her down here last year and she fell in love with the
place too (despite having to vacate our room in ‘The
Vestry’ in the middle of the night when an alarm
went off and several fire engines arrived, while we
stood around in the rain).

It’s a few years since I trod the boards (purely amateur status), but I know that if I want to do so again
Chichester offers lots of non-professional opportunities as well.

Part of it is being historians – or, at least, having history degrees. Coming to an area so rich in Roman,
Anglo-Saxon, medieval and Georgian history –
which we plan to explore much more in the future –
is hugely exciting. We now back onto the Centurion’s Way and live just up the road from the Smuggler’s Stone. How stimulating is that!
Being abroad exposes you to many different cultures, but maybe we have missed out a bit on British

Greg Dorey with ‘friend’ (an Ethiopian tortoise) in
the British Embassy compound, Addis Ababa

See earlier articles by residents - ‘What sort of place do I want my children to grow up in?’ (June 2016 issue)
and ‘What might this City be like when our boys have grown up?’ (March 2016 issue)
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CHICHESTER MUST ACCOMMODATE MORE HOUSING GROWTH, BUT HOW?
Member Christopher Mead-Briggs re-visits this sensitive topic
Anyone following the planning debates of recent
years will know about the urgent requirement for
new housing of all kinds to meet an expanding population. Is it time for regeneration or just more expansion into green fields?
7,388 new dwellings are to be built across the District over the next 15 years or so as detailed in the
Chichester Local Plan approved last year. Chichester
itself will see over 3,500 of these and this equates to
an extra 8,000 residents or a 25% population expansion. Eventually, 1,600 are planned for the west of
Chichester at Whitehouse Farm, over 500 at
Shopwhyke Lakes, 500 at Westhampnett and North
East Chichester while Tangmere could double in
size with another 1,000 houses. The map opposite
shows where this expansion is located.

Westhampnett fields with March School
Where will they be built?
Where will the planners look to build yet more
dwellings? To continue to expand Chichester further from its centre must result in a commensurate
increase in traffic movements placing more pressure
on our roads and junctions. It may be an unforeseen
benefit that the option, now abandoned by Highways England, to encircle Chichester to the north
with the A27, has made it less likely to plan new
housing between the City and that northern route.

Whitehouse Farm (2012)
Further new dwellings expected
But in May we learned even more housing is on its
way! In approving the Local Plan the Inspector
made it a condition that another review of housing
numbers must be available within 5 years. This is
because the dwellings approved in the Plan do not
meet estimates for population growth in this area:
in the jargon, housing numbers in the Chichester
Local Plan are below the ‘objectively assessed
need’ or OAN.
In May this year Chichester District Council’s Cabinet resolved to start the process by researching additional housing numbers and land availability. We
have no choice in this. So we can expect even more
people and housing - and traffic - in and around
Chichester. These studies will require the A27
Chichester Bypass proposals to be decided by the
Secretary of State for Transport. Readers will know
this Highways England consultation began in July
and closes on 22 September.
Registered Charity No. 268055

All England’s ancient towns are vulnerable
International architects Foster and Partners published research1 highlighting the urgent need to encourage regeneration of England’s Cathedral City
centres before choosing greenfield sites.
All our medieval cities share many features: narrow
streets, historic buildings, city walls and gateways
that do not adapt easily to heavy goods vehicles,
buses and cars.
Foster’s research looks not only at English examples but also other European countries to see how
their medieval towns and cities have adapted to
growth. They conclude that a fundamental change is
needed in our approach to town planning. To simply
add more housing on the nearest farmland just adds
to traffic congestion, and to out-of-town shopping,
resulting in damage to the economic heart of the
original centre. They seek to combine heritage
preservation with urban growth to prevent our historic towns becoming museums.
1‘

Cathedral Cities in Peril’ and ‘Cathedral Cities
and Historic Towns’, both published in March
2015, can be viewed on the Chichester Society’s
website.
THE CHICHESTER SOCIETY NEWSLETTER

10

Shopwyke site

Choices: regeneration or more expansion?
The research presents practical and innovative solutions and calls for a halt to greenfield expansion of
our historic towns and cities. Foster proposes an increase in city centre densities by reusing brownfield
sites, regenerating heritage assets and infilling urban
gaps. They want master planning with high quality
design before releasing more agricultural land for
building.

Old Place Farm from Goodwood aerodrome
Your Society and Chichester’s initiatives
Our members have been taking an active part in
recent civic and planning initiatives. We have supported the Foster recommendations by attending
national events in Bristol and in Parliament organised by Civic Voice. We have attended Chichester
Vision workshops hosted by the District Council
for residents’ views on the City’s future.
We have participated in public consultations about the planned expansion to the east and west of the City
- and we are looking forward to
similar exercises with the Southern
Gateway development.
Wanted: Imaginative City Centre
regeneration
Foster’s research has come at the
right time: if we can increase the
density of housing, shops and workspace in the heart of Chichester it
would regenerate the city not only
during the daytime but in the evenings and at weekends.

GIVE US YOUR VIEWS
We need imaginative, sensitive and
inspirational schemes that require
the best architectural vision and not
a piecemeal approach.
A design competition for the Southern Gateway would be a good start:
what do the Society’s members
think?

Chichester’s 3 principal development areas

(Reproduced by courtesy of Chichester District Council and Ordnance Survey.
Crown copyright 4th April 2014 O.S. Licence Number GV-201103)
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KUBUŚ or WINNIE THE POOH
Member John Wichers explores the history and delights of this Polish enterprise
In Poland, A.A. Milne’s stories of the fabled bear are
well-loved and Winnie is known as Kubuś
(pronounced kubush) in Poland; also a diminutive
for the name Jacob or Yakub. A quick search for Kubuś on the internet also unearthed, surprisingly, a
Polish armoured-car of WW2 vintage … but wait!
This anecdote is neither about weaponry nor honeyloving Ursidae; rather an account of one young
Polish immigrant’s successful struggle to make good
here in the UK.
The beginnings of an ‘ex-pat’ life
Przemek (Pshemek) Sosnowski, a 24-year old truck
driver from Kalisz (Kalisia) in central Poland, came
to Slough at the invitation of
a friend in the year 2000. He
brought with him his then
girlfriend, and now wife,
Agnieszka (Agnyeska), expecting to stay only weeks:
but liking what they saw and
with plentiful work opportunities, were tempted to stay.
Their host and friend sensibly helped them to become
‘legals’ and they have lived
here ever since.

jobs on his days off. By 2003, he and Agnieszka had
saved enough to buy a house and now permanently
employed, a mortgage was easily obtained.
Ever the opportunist, Przemek soon realised that
rather than working as an employee, it would be
much more lucrative to start his own cleaning company and in 2004 he did just that. With a few select,
hard-working friends (including Wife Agnieszka,
they married in ’02) they formed a new business and
secured a cleaning/maintenance contract for
Heathrow Airport. In 2006, he sold this successful
company and accepted a senior management position, controlling a staff of 50, in another maintenance business which had the cleaning contract for
Gatwick airport.
Satisfying the need for his
homeland’s food
At Gatwick, the East Europeans on his staff often complained about the absence of
a well-stocked shop in
Crawley specialising in
Polish and Eastern European
foodstuffs. Przemek’s
hometown of Slough was far
better served and he found
himself daily bringing over
Polish delicacies at the request of his co-workers. The
airport employed many migrant workers – Poles, Rumanians, Bulgarians and
other Eastern European nationals - and entrepreneur
that he is, Przemek began to
study the food retailers and
demographics in Crawley;
clearly a potentially huge
unsatisfied local demand for
foodstuffs with only one
small grocery carrying just a
few of the thousands of much
-missed reminders of home.

Przemek is one of those dynamic characters always
quick to grasp an opportunity: as he describes so matterof-factly – ‘I am passing a
garden full of rubbish and I
say to owner, ‘you want
some help clear the mess?’
and he say, ‘Oh! Why not,
and how much you will
charge? And I tell him, ‘it’s
2-day job so I get £80 –
(good money in 2002!) I did
many jobs – I would come
back from one and start anPrzemek’s welcoming smile for
other.’ In Slough, word
customers at Kubus
quickly spread and Przemek
soon gained a reputation as a hard and willing workTime for another career change then! In 2010 he
er. As a rule, he tried always to have more than one
opened his first ‘Kubuś’ grocery in Crawley, speemployment ‘on the go’. Often, he would work for
cialising in Eastern European foods, stocked mainly
his Sikh landlord in lieu of rent; one of these jobs,
with Polish goods and quickly expanding his lines to
Przemek recalls with a laugh, was folding freshlyinclude Rumanian, Bulgarian and other national dellaundered table napkins for 1st class airline passenicacies. ‘Customers would sometime…’ Przemek
gers!
tells me, ‘bring empty can or bottle and say ‘we
Establishing a cleaning and maintenance business
need that one, exactly that one, nothing else will
do!’’ ‘But how did you find these products?’ I ask;
Graduating from ‘odd job’ man in 2002, he started
imagining he had to contact some Eastern European
full-time with a maintenance and cleaning company
manufacturer. ‘Oh! No, you’d be surprise what you
at Heathrow airport, but still doing other part-time
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find in London or Manchester: in Chichester you are
definitely in England but London has whole world in
one place - amazing!’
Growing the business with a shop in Chichester
By 2013, the Crawley shop was in profit and Przemek wanted to expand, but in another town where
there was no E. European store and plenty of latent
demand. His sister-in-law, Justyna, a nurse in Portsmouth Hospital, reported that Pompey ‘fitted the
bill’, with many East Europeans crying out for the
familiar foods of their homeland. But, try as he
might, Przemek couldn’t find suitable premises
there; getting his ‘fingers burned’ on three occasions
through aborted purchases.

Happily, for Chichester, his estate agent suggested
he have a look at our fair city; Przemek researched
the 2011 National Census, discovering that although
the permanent resident Polish population was not
large, if he included the other East European nationalities, his prior experience indicated there could be
sufficient numbers to make Chichester a profitable
venture. Sceptical, I query his rationale: ‘but surely
the rents are much higher here than Portsmouth?
‘No’, he says with a grin, ‘Even better, cheaper and
easier to find - cheaper that is, until you get to the
traffic lights at Eastgate Square!’ ‘And surely,’ I
pursue, ‘many of those E. Europeans you are counting in the census, will go back home once the main

harvesting season is finished?’ Przemek shakes his
head, ‘No! seasonal workers are just our bonus because they don’t show in the census. Also, being in
Hornet, we get many local English people who use
Kubuś as their corner shop – it’s nearby for them.’
‘But located on such a busy street as the Hornet
must make deliveries very awkward – are you restricted in any way?’ Surprisingly not: ‘the Council
not make problem - we don’t need any special permission for delivery.’
One last question: ‘Why name your shop after a
teddy-bear?’ Przemek smiles and says, ‘two reasons – One; Kubuś is also name of popular Polish
soft drink and second; my Son’s name is Yakub and
we call him Kubuś for short – so we celebrating his
birth, too!’
For those readers who have never visited Kubuś, it’s
worth an inspection. Managed by sister-in-law,
Justyna, it is a real Aladdin’s Cave of novel foodstuffs: from refrigerated cabinets full of uncommon
cured meats and salamis to shelves overflowing
with tins and bottles of unusual fruit, vegetables and
sauces – and fresh produce too! As I voice my impressions to a quizzical Przemek, he nods and counters with a wry smile, ‘but for Polish man is like
little bit home’!

WEST SUSSEX RECORD OFFICE CELEBRATES 70 YEARS
County Archivist Wendy Walker reports on how this event has been marked
This year marks the 70th anniversary of the West
Sussex Record Office. Originally set up in 1946 at
County Hall, the office moved to
Edes House in 1968 then to the current purpose-built Record Office in
Orchard Street in 1989, where it
houses over eight miles of archives
dating back over 1200 years. Over
the past 70 years there have been
many changes in staff and audiences
as the quantity of documents has increased and archivists seek solutions
to the digital preservation of electronic archives.
To celebrate the achievements of the
last 70 years, 70 favourite archives
were chosen from those nominated
by present and past staff, users, depositors, volunteers, supporters and
friends. These have been published
in an Anniversary booklet, sponsored by the Sussex
Family History Society and accompanied by an online blog1, Facebook page and Twitter account. A
rolling programme featuring these archives runs up
ISSUE NUMBER 190 - SEPTEMBER 2016

to a special Anniversary Open Day at the Record
Office on Saturday 12 November.
Several Chichester archives are
amongst the 70 archives including
the 17th century music book of John
Walter from Chichester Cathedral, a
list of medicines from a practitioner
in East Street c1776, a letter from
Lord Nelson to Captain (later Admiral) Murray in 1803, a Graylingwell
patient case book of 1909-1910, correspondence from the 1930s about
parking problems in North Pallant,
the 1967 architect’s model of Chichester Festival Theatre, and a promotional film for Shippams in 1955 featuring dancing pilchards and singing
chickens.
Do pick up a copy from the Record
Office or the Library, take a look at the blog and
add your thoughts and comments on-line.
1

https://westsussexrecordoffice.wordpress.com/

Read earlier editions on our website at www.chichestersociety.org.uk
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A WEEKEND OF PEACE AND HARMONY
Member Rodney Chambers on the friendship with the Lutheran Church of Alt Schöneberg in Berlin
‘Dona nobis pacem, Domine’ - Grant us peace, Lord
- at first hesitantly then with increasing power and
certainty this phrase rang round St John's Chapel sung by a group of singers from St Paul's Chichester
and its partner church from Berlin. This impromptu
test of the acoustics on May Bank Holiday Monday
was a wonderfully appropriate summary of an exchange between two churches.

our new work was received enthusiastically. In the
audience was Bishop Geoffrey Rowell, retired
Bishop in Europe and Chairman of the Diocesan
European Ecumenical Committee who set the evening off with prayers.

From Practice to Perfection
The core of this year's visit was a joint concert at St
Paul's given by the combined choirs. This meant
three hours of intensive rehearsal on Saturday afternoon of several short pieces but with a major work in
each half of the concert.
In the first half Vivaldi's Gloria was
common to both
choirs so no problem to rehearse until we found out
that the standard
German edition was
12 bars longer than
the version we use
in England - solved
by a lot of frantic
improvisation!
The major work in
the second half was
the premiere of
‘Tree of Peace’ specially commissioned from Patrick
Larley, father of St Paul's choirmaster Christopher.
This was a setting of words in English and German
with allusions to Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Paul Gerhardt
and Hubert Parry. The concert in the evening did full
justice to all the works we had been practising and

Relief and joy at the concert’s end
Walks, Talks and Tea
On Sunday the congregation of St Paul's had the
slightly overwhelming experience of a combined
choir of over 60. After lunching together we were
taken through the historic custom of ‘Beating the
Bounds’, to remind the people of the extent of their
parish. This was explained by Alan Green who had
identified boundary stones in hidden places all
around the City. Our German friends had never seen
anything like it (though one or two recollected
something similar in other parts of Germany).

Beating the Bounds

Choirs rehearsing at St. Pauls
Registered Charity No. 268055

The tour culminated in the Church of St Peter the
Great, now known for some reason as ‘The Duke &
Rye’. We were all then entertained to a magnificent
tea on the lawn of the Rectory. We ended a day of
worship and tradition with an evening of
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entertainment - playing skittles at The Barley Mow
in Walderton concluding with supper and yet more
singing! This brought us back to Monday morning
where we were taken on a guided walk around the
walls of Chichester, including our musical diversion
to St John's Chapel and a farewell to our guests as
they boarded their coach back to Gatwick. The
weekend had involved a great deal of planning and
hard work but it was agreed on all sides to have

been hugely successful. It not only confirmed our
personal fellowship but demonstrated our common
European heritage which will continue to be celebrated whatever our politicians say.
Our cathedral - and so many of the City's community - has been at the forefront of relationships with
churches overseas, particularly during the bishopric
of George Bell. He was talking to the opposition to
Hitler in the 1930s and spoke out against the wholesale destruction visited upon Germany as we
approached victory. After the war he worked tirelessly for reconciliation. In 1984 (the centenary of
his birth) an international conference was held in
Chichester of representatives of many churches and
many parts of the Christian family from France and
Germany. From this came the Coburg Conferences
(the first in 1985) bringing together churchmen and
women from Chichester and Germany which is how
it all started for St Paul's and the Alt Schöneberg
church.

Singing at the Barley Mow
OPENING OF THE BREWERY FIELD
An acknowledgement of its future preservation

HRH PRINCESS ALEXANDRA
visits Pallant House Gallery

Sunday 19 June was a happy day for residents bordering the green lung behind the County Records
Office off Orchard Street. Newly-named ’The Brewery Field’ (formerly Henty Field), it was officially
opened by City Council Mayor Peter Budge in the
presence of
County
Council
Leader
Louise Goldsmith.

Her Royal Highness Princess Alexandra visited Pallant House Gallery in Chichester on Monday
18 July 2016. The visit coincided with the
10th anniversary of the Gallery’s contemporary
wing, which was officially opened by HRH in September 2006. During the tour she met artists Laura
Ford and Lothar Götz, who are currently exhibiting
at the Gallery, as well as Dr Gill Clarke, external
curator for the ‘Bishop Otter Collection : A Celebration’ exhibition and Katy Norris, the curator of
the ‘Christopher Wood: Sophisticated Primitive’
exhibition.

Well-wishers
included representatives
of Transition
Chichester,
the Chichester Organic Gardening Society, our community wardens and several local residents associations. The
Brewery Field’s future is certain for the medium
term as the County Council and the City Council
have come
to an agreement that
this peaceful space
should continue to be
used for
just that,
peace and
space.
ISSUE NUMBER 190 - SEPTEMBER 2016

From L to R: Dr Gill Clarke, external curator and Visiting Professor at the Otter Gallery, University of Chichester, HRH Princess Alexandra, Dr Sarah Gilroy, Deputy Vice Chancellor of the University of Chichester,
Susan Pyper, Lord Lieutenant of West Sussex and Sally
Mather, partner of Sheila McCririck, a former Head of
Art of Bishop Otter College.
Photograph Jason Hedges © Pallant House Gallery
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VISIT TO THE RNLI SELSEY LIFEBOAT STATION
Member John Wichers reports on a wet and windswept, but nevertheless enjoyable tour
We should have guessed that the English summer
weather would not disappoint – and it didn’t! What
more appropriate when visiting a lifeboat station
than driving rain urged on by a SW Force 7 near
gale. Talk about ambience! When the 17 hardy ChiSoc members finally made it to the boathouse after a
100-metre struggle along the catwalk from the shore,
the noise of crashing waves beneath and rattle of rain
on the metal boathouse produced acoustics worthy of
the subject: saving lives at sea.
Inopportunely for our guide, retired winchman John
Connor1, the clamouring elements made his talk
more of a ‘shout’as the audience strained to hear his
detailed description of the lifeboat launch drill. Yet,
the atmospheric conditions added a certain reality
and urgency that would have been lacking on a calm,
sunny day!

also the RNLI shop and some of the artefacts from
the old museum. This alone will be well worth a
visit in the near future.
Given the location of Selsey at the eastern extremity
of the Solent, the RNLI expect its new boat to have a
busy life, as there are over 200,000 shipping movements in the area annually. Incidentally, this does
not include the many hundreds of local fishing, diving and yachting movements in the vicinity. The Selsey ‘D’ class in-shore lifeboat ‘Betty and Thomas
Moore’ deals with most of the in-shore incidents depending on the problems involved.

Beach-launched Boat replaces the need for Pier
We learnt that Selsey Station has been chosen by the
RNLI, to house and operate in the near future, its
latest design of boat – the Shannon class - which is
intended specifically to be launched and recovered
from the beach. Why? Because the long pier, slipway and boathouse, last up-dated back in 1960, is to
be de-commissioned due to cost of repairs and
maintenance (The estimated cost for a new pier and
boathouse is a huge £12million).

The existing pier to be de-commissioned
The Shannon is a revolutionary ‘in-house’ RNLI design, driven by waterjets rather than propellers, enabling it to be launched and recovered from the beach
with the aid of a self-propelled tractor/trailer. The
new boat will also be 45% faster than its predecessor, with an operational speed of 25 kts., and is due
to come on station in 2017. A new lifeboat station is
currently being built just inland from the old jetty,
this will house up-to-date comforts for the crews and
Registered Charity No. 268055

Guide, John Connor addressing the Party
Chance to see the existing Boat before it goes
All 17 of our members clambered aboard the Tyneclass ‘Voluntary Worker’ (built in 1982) for a closer
inspection and briefing of the vessel and its capabilities. We were told she has a crew of six and an operational range of over 240nm at speeds of up to 18
knots. The accommodation is spartan, as one can
imagine, with the exception of the crew seats which
all have, not only safety-belts but built-in shock absorbers to cushion the tremendous pounding when
coming off the top of a wave at speed! The boat is
equipped with a mass of electronic equipment enabling the crew to find and maintain contact with casualties and shore stations. Each boat costs in excess
of £1.3 million to build and equip.
At the end of our 2-hour tour of the boathouse we
called off the visit to the Inshore Lifeboat, separately
housed some 200 yards down the beach, due to the
continuing foul weather: but a generous contribution
was deposited in the RNLI’s collection box by an
enthusiastic and grateful audience – Thank you John
Connor and Mike Cole (RNLI Visits Officer) for a
highly informative and memorable tour.
1

John Connor is District Councillor for Selsey North
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A VISIT LAST MAY TO NATURES WAY FOODS, A MAJOR LOCAL BUSINESS SUCCESS
Agriculture is big around Chichester as member Sarah Quail found out
Have you ever looked at prepared salads in their
smart plastic bags, neatly stacked on the shelves of
your local supermarket, and wondered how they got
there? This was our chance to find out! We first had
a useful introduction to the subject on arrival then,
booted and clad in overalls, our hair unflatteringly
stuffed into blue ‘bath caps’ under hard hats, we
tramped purposefully through the towering refrigerated spaces of Natures Way Foods’ manufacturing
unit at on the outskirts of Selsey, and marvelled at
the sheer scale of this enterprise.

processing plants at Selsey, Runcton and Merston.
The firm has grown its business by expanding from
bagged salads into an ever-growing range of fresh
convenience foods. Today their output includes
coleslaw and potato salads, dressed salads, and fresh
‘food to go’ products - 190 million items each year!
Their customers are mainly supermarkets, notably
Tesco, Morrisons, Lidl, Asda; or restaurant chains Macdonalds, Pret, Pizza Express and many others.

Products need to be Sourced all the Year Round
There were more crates of iceberg lettuces, red cabbages and rocket than you could imagine in your
wildest dreams. Much of this produce is grown locally, and elsewhere in this country. During the winter and spring ‘hungry months’ however, fruit and
vegetables have to be sourced and delivered from
other countries particularly from Spain and, later,
from France. Buyers chase the mango harvest round
the world!

Loyal workforce, Active Sponsors and Educators
Natures Way Foods pride themselves too on looking
after their work force, many of whom have been
with them for years. They also support local organisations and events, sponsoring the Chichester Triathlon, and donate Christmas trees to local schools.
Their Field to Fork educational programme aims to
help young people think about the provenance of the
food on their plates - and encourages them to eat
their veg! Natures Way Foods is truly a key player
today in the lives of communities around Chichester.

Suppliers to Supermarkets and Restaurants
We learned that Natures Way Foods is a leading
manufacturer of fresh convenience food and has developed from small beginnings in 1994. The
Langmead brothers set up a modest bagged salad
business that has since grown to an operation that
today employs more than 900 people across three

Improved Road Access would help
But if Natures Way Foods is to continue to develop
and prosper in our midst it deserves more support
from our political masters to address the poor road
infrastructure on the Manhood peninsula - and thus
meet the company’s need for improved connection
with the rest of its national market across the UK.

A motley crew bedecked in ‘high viz’ jackets, caps and boots pre-chosen to fit
prepared for their journey of discovery
ISSUE NUMBER 190 - SEPTEMBER 2016
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THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE CHICHESTER SOCIETY
will be held on Wednesday 19 October 2016 at 7.00pm

in the Upstairs Assembly Room, North Street, Chichester (with access available by lift)
Guest speaker, Tony Dignum, Leader of Chichester District Council.
After the formal business is complete a glass or two of wine or soft drink and light refreshments will be
served. At about 8.00pm we will be pleased to welcome Tony Dignum who will speak on the subject of ‘A
Vision for Chichester’.
A detailed agenda and copies of the annual accounts will be available at the meeting.
The formal Agenda will contain the usual items of Officer’s reports, Approved Accounts and Nominations
for next year’s Executive Committee members (see below).
MOTIONS FOR THE AGM & NOMINATIONS FOR THE COMMITTEE 2016-17
The constitution requires that the
members of the Executive Committee (up to 16 places) and the
Chairman, Vice Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer are elected at
each AGM.

A nomination form is provided
below.

In addition to the elections, the
Officers will present their reports.
Members will be encouraged to
put questions and initiate discusNominations in writing, supported sion after each of the reports.
by a seconder and with the consent of the nominee - all being
A list of nominations received and
current members - are therefore
details of any motions received
requested. They must be received will be sent by post to members as
by the Chairman, Richard Childs, soon as possible after nominations
at his address below 14 days beclose unless no positions are contested and no further motions
fore the date of the meeting (i.e.
are submitted
by Wednesday 5 October 2016).

CHICHESTER SOCIETY
NOMINATION FORM 2016

There is provision in the Constitution for the period of service of
Officers to be extended by one
year subject to a vote of approval
at the AGM. In the absence of
other nominations, this provision
will be invoked for the offices of
Chair, Secretary and Treasurer.
By Order of the Executive Committee 1 September 2016
Anthony Quail
Secretary,
44 Westgate
Chichester PO19 3EU.

Please cut out or photocopy this form if you have nominations
and send it to Richard Childs, Chairman, Bayswell Cottage,
Leatherbottle Lane, Chichester PO19 7DB, to reach him by
Wednesday 5 October 2016 .

TITLE OF OFFICE
NOMINEE'S NAME (CAPS)
NOMINEE’S ACCEPTANCE
(SIGNED)
PROPOSER (SIGNED)
SECONDER (SIGNED)

Registered Charity No. 268055
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CHISOC CROSSWORD
(Solution for June crossword is on our website)

CLUES
Across
7 Ill-lit (6)
8 Tend (4-2)
9 Monster (4)
10 Maize part (8)
11 One-eyed giant (7)
13 Bend down (5)
15 Incubate (5)
17 Limbless reptile (7)
20 Point where snow
covers ground (4,4)
21 System of weights
esp. gems (4)
23 Story not narrated (6)
24 Space devoid of
matter (6)

FORTHCOMING SOCIETY EVENTS
SUSSEX APPLES AT WEST DEAN
Wednesday 21 September
The tour will include tasting and the
stories behind the different apple varieties. Timing: 10.30 for coffee, tour
begins 11:00. Meet in café. Numbers:
Maximum 20. Cost £6.80. Ring
01243 536725 to book.

Down
1 Sell or strike (4)
2 Of or relating to the
north (6)
3 Fainting (med) (7)
4 Fame, honour (5)
5 Surgical knife (6)
6 Obstinate (8)
12 Desire (8)
14 Gain, obtain (7)
16 Stockman, rancher
(6)
18 A coup (6)
19 An accent mark (5)
22 Large scale artistic
work (4)

CHISORE

PAGHAM-MEDMERRY WETLANDS RESERVE
Tuesday 25 October
A 2 hour tour escorted by one
of the staff of the RSPB HQ at
Pagham. Timing: 10.00 at the
Earnley carpark (a bit earlier to
match the tide on that day).
Numbers: Maximum 15.
Cost £5 in advance. Ring 01243 779359 to book
Editor’s Spot
As noted by our Chairman on the front page, I am
relinquishing the Editor Role and will become the
Society’s Treasurer, subject to approval by the
AGM .
Many thanks to all those who have contributed articles and information for the Newsletters that I’ve
edited since September 2014. I shall still look after
the Society’s website and our increasing presence
on Twitter.
Bob Wiggins
ISSUE NUMBER 190 - SEPTEMBER 2016

Proliferation of scaffolding around the City.
Certainly a ChiSore, but at least it shows that
efforts are being made to renovate and improve the
fabric of our buildings.
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MEMBERSHIP
Single Membership: £8 by Standing Or der ; £11 by cheque.
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