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THE CHICHESTER SOCIETY’S RESPONSE TO HIGHWAYS ENGLAND’S A27 CONSULTATION 

 

The Chichester Society was established over 40 years ago and currently has 600+ members. When 

responding to Highways England’s public consultation about the Chichester Bypass options, the 

Society does so in accordance with its Constitution. This defines the Society’s remit as operating 

within ‘the City of Chichester and its environs’ to improve ‘the social and cultural life of the 

community’; to protect and preserve environmental and heritage assets, while also promoting 

‘high standards of planning and architecture’.  

In consequence the Society has focused on the city and surrounding areas as a whole and not on 

specific neighbourhoods, suburbs or villages. For this Consultation, the Society’s Executive 

Committee has sought a broad perspective - with future generations in mind - as is suggested by 

this question: 

Can Chichester, a unique and historic place, accommodate these proposals in a way that 

improves the quality of life for residents, visitors, businesses and those passing through but 

without destroying the special qualities that define the city and its neighbouring villages? 

The Executive Committee has debated Highways England’s 5 options - but not a Northern Bypass - 

and believes a solution is possible, even though none of the proposals at present achieves this 

completely. 

Our decision is based on 3 provisos: 

1. The County Council, as Highway Authority, must urgently seek ways of integrating an 

upgraded bypass with a Chichester focused transport policy that includes park-and-ride-

schemes, cycle routes and public transport services - which are effective and efficient and 

diminish the need for personal transport, thereby reducing the overall burden on the road 

network.  

2. All upgraded junctions must have safe walking and cycling routes built into their designs, 

with sufficient budget provision for this essential ‘green infrastructure’ 
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3. The quality of civil engineering design and landscaping must be of the highest standards 

and not a utilitarian response to budget economies.  

The Executive Committee recognises the A27 is a key South Coast through-route of regional and 

national status and therefore supports those options which include new flyovers at the 

Fishbourne and Bognor junctions.  

However these options require significant revisions at other points along the route. Though these 

options provide a suitable starting point for addressing regional traffic problems, design changes 

will be essential before these options are acceptable to the local community. 

These revisions should include:  

• Stockbridge and Whyke junctions and their proposed north-south bridges will be intrusive 

to adjoining residential neighbourhoods; these bridges should be replaced by underpasses 

- as provided in London and elsewhere in the country.  

• The new Stockbridge link road should be shortened so that it does not cross the Chichester 

Canal, but ends either at the A286 or the B2201. This will improve access to and from the 

Manhood Peninsula without destroying the Canal-side environment and its ecology - the 

Canal being an important contributor to local tourism, not to mention the part it plays in 

the local economy and its importance as an existing green route into the city.  

• Vinnetrow Road and the new roundabout link with the A259 is too close to the Bognor 

junction and its design should be reviewed to include safe walking and cycling access 

• Portfield junction needs attention now and not in 20 or 30 years: the budget should be 

expanded to include an East-West flyover for through traffic. 

• Given the mix of local and long distance traffic, there is a strong case for introducing a 50 

mph speed limit on the Chichester Bypass. 

Subject to these revisions the Chichester Society’s Executive Committee thinks Highways England 

has the makings of a solution to this area’s traffic congestion - whose side effects (social, financial 

and health) are well recorded elsewhere. 

 

ENDS 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

Note for editors 

The Chichester Society was established in October 1973. Among the Society’s objectives is to ensure that 

new urban development contributes positively to the city’s future by complementing its unique past – the 

Roman, Mediaeval and Georgian heritage seen in today’s buildings and streetscape. It therefore supports 

and promotes high standards of planning and architecture, but seeks improvements to the city’s social and 

cultural life. 

 

 




