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Decisions, decisions 
 

Our Chairman, Richard Childs, reflects on (false?) economies. 
 

Should the Chairman of the Chichester Society have a firm opinion on all the lo-

cal issues that arise? Six months into my chairmanship I am still very much on the 

‘steep learning curve’. With the help of my experienced and knowledgeable col-

leagues on the Executive Committee, I can see how the Society’s position is 

formed on many issues, (even if sometimes it is not unanimous).  

 

However, two recent District Council matters have made me think hard about my 

personal opinions. First is the possible introduction of charging for the use of pub-

lic conveniences in the district. On this issue I am firmly against such steps.  

 

On the second issue, car parking charges on Sundays, I’m more ambivalent. For 

many Cicestrians, this is a matter of little or no consequence as they live suffi-

ciently near the city centre not to have to use the car parks. However, the introduc-

tion of Sunday charges might have a knock on effect with on-street car parking in 

areas not covered by the zonal regulations.  

What concerns me most is the motivation for the District Council’s introduction 

of Sunday charging. We hear that times are hard and council budgets need to be 

balanced. Parking is a bit of a milch cow so ultimately people will pay. Church 

goers may see it as a tax on them practising their faith. Perhaps the District Coun-

cil should consider paying a tithe from the increased income to those churches and 

chapels affected? But then there’s also Mammon to consider. How will charging 

affect the hundreds of visitors to the Market Avenue Sunday Car Boot sale? 

 

In the end, and in the words of Catherine Tate’s awful teenage character, Lauren, 

“Am I bovvered?” Well not really, except wouldn’t it be good if the increased car 

park income ensured that the public conveniences remained free of charge? 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to Chichester! 

 

Toilets closed, and now 

Sunday charges for car 

parking, all captured in 

one picture. 
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Chisores: We’d like to see them go away ... 

The dry autumn has admittedly given more 

chance for the casual litter-thrower to de-

spoil the bed of the River Lavant. But when 

the Lavant starts to flow (at time of writing 

it had risen at Singleton though not yet to 

be seen in the City), all this lot will be 

swept up to block gratings and culverts 

along its course.  

 

No sympathy for the litter throwers - but 

couldn’t the Environment Agency visit and 

tidy more than once a year? Indeed, any 

authority controlling for public land has a 

responsibility to keep that land free of litter 

on  a regular basis. 

The largest litter bin in Chichester? 

New Look, Old Look 

These windows of the New Look store face 

into East Row, and have looked like this 

since 2007.  

 

At that stage your Secretary wrote drawing 

the attention of the store manager to the lack 

of business opportunity - these windows, fac-

ing the popular Walls Walk could have been 

advertising the clothing for sale. From the 

point of view of the Society, this presents a 

dismal image to both Cicestrians and to visi-

tors.  

 

Was there a reply to the letter? Well, we’re 

still waiting hopefully ... 

A Failure of Planning 

Not necessarily CDC planning, as the decisions 

were based on government guidance of the time. 

But who supposed that people who bought houses 

in the development behind St Richard’s would be 

close enough to the city centre never to want a car? 

 

Result: cars parked on the pavement everywhere! 

Our picture shows a bad example, on a bend and 

obstructing the cycleway. 

 

It’s may be too late to do anything here, but future 

developments need to be planned realistically. 
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A-boards - AGAIN! 

Once upon a time, A-boards knew 

their place, and peeped out mod-

estly from doorways ... 

… but then they got bolder, and 

competed with each other to take 

that extra step into the street ... 

… and finally cast loose entirely 

on the principle that if you don’t 

fall over one, you won’t notice it! 

How long do we have to wait before West Sussex County Council takes seriously its responsibility for 

keeping the streets open for people to walk through? Maybe one of our readers could arrange to fall over 

one of the more egregious examples and employ an ambulance-chaser to sue for, say, £10,000 damages? 

That would probably clear our streets of A-boards overnight! 

But we do have some bouquets to hand out 

A follow-up on featured items in last December’s issue: 

 

To West Sussex County Council, for replacing tarmac 

patching with proper paving around the Cross (above) - 

but don’t forget Westgate! 

 

To the owners of the Shippams site for replacing the 

wishbone and making the clock work - and in this case 

also to Rodney Duggua, Clerk to the City Council, for 

chasing progress behind the scenes (right). 
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Cicestrian doesn’t want to ‘Lo and Behold’ 

Planning for Sculpture 

 

Lessons must be learned from the depressing episode 

of the mediocre 'sculpture' which spent several 

months in one of the city's most sensitive loca-

tions.The main learner should be the district council, 

and in particular its planning department. 

 

The object in question was thankfully removed from 

a plinth a few yards from the cathedral on Monday, 

January 9, to general rejoicing among local people. 

With a few exceptions, condemnation appeared to be 

widespread, but the way the project was handled was 

a minor public relations disaster for the council. 

 

Officers were quick to point out that a temporary 

structure like this one did not require planning con-

sent, provided it was in position for no more than 

three months. Unfortunately, it remained on the site 

for longer than this. But in a high profile location like 

this one, some sort of consultation, even informally, 

should in any case have taken place with bodies like 

the city council and the conservation area advisory 

committee. The fact that it stayed there beyond the 

proscribed legal time limit rubbed salt into the 

wounds. 

 

Can discretion be allowed? 
 

District planners referred to the 'discretion' the coun-

cil was allowed to exercise, in a letter to the city 

council which I hear was described by one city coun-

cillor as worthy of that archetypal civil servant Sir 

Humphrey. Businesses and individuals who have 

transgressed planning rules, and rightly been at the 

receiving end of district council enforcement ac-

tion, can be forgiven for feeling more than a little 

aggrieved by seeing the rules bent when the plan-

ners feel it suits them. 

 

This was not even a charitable venture, but a pub-

licity stunt for a new business initiative in the city, 

and its instigators really should not have been al-

lowed to get away with it. What really got up 

many people's noses was the sheer incongruity of 

this scrappy little nonentity of an 'art work' stand-

ing in front of the magnificent soaring backcloth of 

the cathedral. As a crumb of comfort, the district 

council has now said that formal planning consent 

will be required for proposals to use the plinth on a 

permanent basis for the display of different pieces 

of sculpture. Elected councillors can then weigh 

environmental considerations and hear the views 

of those for and against the idea. 

 

But I’m cheered by  the Weathercock! 
 

Meanwhile, I hope that many Cicestrians were 

compensated to an extent for having to put up with 

the sculpture during and after the festive season by 

the appearance of the cathedral's splendid new 

gold-plated weathercock. What a marvellous addi-

tion this is to the cathedral's attractions. Its glitter-

ing outline on a sunny winter's day high up there 

above the city streets is inspirational. Looking up 

at it over recent weeks quite raised the spirits, 

making the depressing little blue and yellow struc-

ture down below seem almost inconsequential. 
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But Andrew Finnamore does! 

Sculpture, what sculpture? It’s amazing how a piece 

of metal , brightly coloured, can cause so much fuss. 

To what end ? 

 

As Chairman of Chichester City Centre Partnership in 

its run up to our election in October 2011 I had to be 

able to take a strategic view of both the organisation 

and the geographical area to which the Partnership 

was seeking to influence. Known as the BID 

(Business Improvement District) area, it extends to the 

city inner ring road.  

 

The BID Partnership 
 

The Partnership, now elected,  for a five year term 

from 1st April 2012 will seek to influence activity on 

behalf of our 750 businesses, by investing £1.3 mil-

lion in a variety of projects designed to improve the 

commercial viability of each and everyone. The cost 

will be divided amongst them, over the next five 

years. Some will pay as little as £50 per year and 

some will pay hundreds of pounds according to the 

Rateable Value of their premises – with a few excep-

tions they will all pay, but we contend, even in a peri-

od of austerity, all will benefit. Those of you not in 

business are asked, if not to appreciate then to under-

stand that this was a tough ask, in the midst of a reces-

sion. We did, and all should be congratulated, because 

the concept of shared and equitable responsibility is 

right, particularly in today’s economic circumstances.  

 

I would ask you to remember that it is commerce that 

drives our city, not the Cathedral, not the local author-

ities and not the general public. In truth, it’s the col-

lection of all, but just see what happens if businesses 

close, or our importance as a commercial centre sub-

sides. We have examples on our doorstep. If our busi-

nesses are important, then the way and place of 

business is vital to their success – that was until the 

Internet took hold. Anything, but anything, can be 

bought from your kitchen table and delivered with-

in days to your door. This whole new world is upon 

us, whether we like it or not. As such our business-

es must, and I stress must, adapt or risk failure. As 

a proactive, if not visionary, participant, the Part-

nership will do its best to see this does not happen, 

with a programme of considered investment where 

funds are otherwise scarce. We must organise bet-

ter, we must maintain better, and we must promote 

ourselves better than we have to date. 

 

 

Sculpture promotes Chichester 
 

‘Lo and Behold’ wasn’t just about sculpture and 

public art, it was about change. It was about recog-

nising that more than ever our city centre is a fabu-

lous canvas, but a place for everyone. I would ask 

you to think about your own reaction to the Pallant 

House Gallery design. Think about your reaction to 

the Novium building. How was the Library first 

viewed and indeed the Avenue De Chartres car 

park? They all add to the tapestry of evolution to 

the built environment. Some of us will prefer con-

formity and others diversity. I would propose a 

place for each, but the Partnership is charged with 

performance either way. Upon that we will be 

judged. 

 

Giles Penny’s sculpture cost the city or the Partner-

ship not a penny ! It did however initiate a debate. 

It did create interest. It did raise other issues of lack 

of foresight and maintenance in its shadow. It will 

prove to have been a blessing. 

The evolving scene in West Street 

 

Top left, previous page: May 2008 

 

Bottom  left, previous page: February 

2012, looking through the gap where 

the lime tree was felled 

 

Bottom right: What do you think should 

go here now? And who should decide? 

The Dean and Chapter, who own the 

ground? CDC Planning, who represent 

us? Public-spirited individuals who 

will bear the cost? Even the Chichester 

Society, representing people who care? 
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The Community Dig 

 

As part of a project supported by 

the Heritage Lottery Fund to im-

prove public access, both intel-

lectual and physical, and to re-

store the fabric of the City Walls, 

the District Council undertook 

archaeological excavations on 

Westgate Fields in 2009 and 

2010. The purpose was to investi-

gate the outer defences of the 

walls in order to provide evi-

dence for their nature and devel-

opment. The work was carried 

out by a team of local volunteers 

under the direction of George 

Anelay, CDC’s Heritage Out-

reach Officer. 

  

Excavations began in 2009 with 

an investigation of the supposed 

site of a bastion tower adjacent to 

the Deanery and a trial trench 

across the grass to the west of the 

surviving Palace Bastion. While 

this was happening the whole ar-

ea was the subject of a geophysi-

cal survey undertaken by the 

Chichester & District Archaeolo-

gy Society. 

 

The Dig at the Deanery 
 

The dramatic masonry remains of 

the Deanery Bastion were soon 

revealed beneath a few centime-

tres of soil, but a further surprise 

was in store with the discovery 

that it contained a small, square 

room, of post-medieval date, 

that was accessed from the 

Deanery side of the wall. This 

was presumably a guard cham-

ber to the nearby postern gate 

famously nearly blown up by 

General Waller in 1642.  

 

The trial trench was sited be-

tween the Palace Bastion and 

the corner of the walls near Av-

enue de Chartres. This exposed 

a complex of medieval and Ro-

man ditches, but the only one 

fully excavated proved to be 

post-medieval. The exceptional 

discovery came from the geo-

physics with the location of a 

hitherto unsuspected bastion 

about 30 metres west of the Pal-

ace Bastion. This interval dis-

tance is a lot smaller than previ-

ously predicted and raises the 

possibility that the walls original-

ly had in excess of 70 bastions! 

 

Cashing in on Geophysics 
 

In 2010 the trial trench was ex-

tended to take in the ‘new’ basti-

on and to allow full excavation of 

sections through the various 

ditches. The results were as spec-

tacular as any so far from Roman 

Chichester, with the discovery of 

the magnificent masonry remains 

of the bastion and a series of at 

least three Roman ditches as well 

as one each of medieval and post 

medieval date and evidence of a 

late Saxon presence.  

 

The Overall Results 
 

The results have enabled a fuller 

understanding of the nature and 

date of the City Walls as well as 

their development, which can be 

summarised as follows: 

 

1. The earlier Roman town was 

contained within a small bank and 

ditch that denoted the pomerium 

(a sacred open space around the 

inside of Rome’s city wall) 

The ‘New’ Bastion and Other Discoveries 

 

James Kenny, Archaeology Officer for CDC, reports on the Community Digs 

of 2009-10 in an exclusive article for The Chichester Society 

The Deanery Bastion 

Result of the Geophysics Survey 
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2.  Later, large pits were exca-

vated across the line of the ditch 

in order to extract brickearth. 

 

3.  In the late third century or 

early in the fourth a masonry 

wall was constructed over the 

line of the pomerium and the 

pits. It was of roughly coursed 

flints set in lime mortar and 

faced with dressed stone blocks. 

To its front were a wide, V-

shaped, inner ditch and a wider 

U-shaped, outer ditch that to-

gether provided material for a 

rampart to the rear of the wall. 

Parts of the town, especially on 

the west side, were excluded by 

the use of a new alignment. 

 

4. In the middle to late fourth 

century massive bastion towers 

were added to the front of the 

wall and built partly in the rear 

of the v-shaped ditch. Their con-

struction was of solid masonry 

similar to that of the earlier wall 

as far as the top of its parapet, 

with above that one or two sto-

reys of fighting platforms with 

round-headed, brick faced win-

dows that could act as embra-

sures for artillery. The towers 

may have been as much as 12 to 

14 metres tall and there may 

have been more than seventy. 

They certainly weren’t construct-

ed in a hurry! 

 

5.  After the Romans left, the 

abandonment of Roman Chich-

ester seems to have presaged that 

of the region. By the late fourth 

century the town was already in 

decline; perhaps the massive in-

vestment needed to add the bas-

tions helped to finish it off. 

There is slim evidence of occu-

pation in Chichester from the 

start of the fifth century until the 

resurgence of urbanism in the 

later Saxon period. 

 

6. In the late ninth century the 

presence of the walls, however 

ruinous, made the site a suitable 

candidate as a burh – a strong-

hold against Viking incursions 

and, eventually, a proto-town 

that was turned into the religious 

and administrative centre for 

western Sussex by (ironically) 

the Normans. In order to cow the 

native population they construct-

ed a motte and bailey castle in 

the NE quadrant. 

 

6. In the 16th or 17th century a 

small ditch was excavated 

around the base of the wall and 

its surviving bastions, perhaps in 

order to provide an earth glacis 

to deflect or cushion the impact 

of cannon balls in an expected 

siege. This could have been a 

response to the various invasion 

scares of the late 16th and early 

17th century, the defence of the 

city by the Royalist forces in 

1642 or by Parliamentarian forc-

es once they’d taken it. 

 

The Burnt Hedge 

 

Perhaps the most important new 

discovery was that of the burnt 

remains of a laid hedge, of 

‘woven’ oak and hazel and natu-

ral field maple, along the north 

bank of the Lavant. This was 

radiocarbon dated to the second 

half of the ninth century, thus 

indicating that the river was re-

routed as part of the establish-

ment of the burh, presumably 

providing power to the mills that 

would have been a vital part of 

its supply system.   

 

 

[So - did Alfred (who ordered 

the founding of the burhs) burn 

his cakes in Chichester before 

going to Somerset? - Ed.] 

Foundations of the ‘new’ bastion 

Community dig in progress 
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Breeding Success in Chichester 

 

2011 was another successful year for the famous Pere-

grine falcons of Chichester Cathedral. The nest site 

once again added to its astonishingly successful track-

record, producing another four fledglings. For only the 

second time the nest produced an even split of male 

and female young, after this happened for the first 

time in 2010. The adults responsible are generally 

thought to be the same pair which first reproduced in 

Chichester in 2002. This means that the nest has wit-

nessed the fledging of an incredible 38 juvenile Pere-

grines – 17 of each sex - in ten breeding seasons. If 

the adult birds are indeed the nest's original occupants 

this would make them amongst the most productive 

pairs of Peregrines on record anywhere in the world. 

 

A Popular Attraction 

 

The presence of the birds was marked as usual by an 

RSPB 'Date With Nature' event, kindly hosted by 

Chichester Cathedral within the building's grounds. 

The event was launched on the 13th of April in Clois-

ters Cafe where  it ran until early June, before moving 

onto the Cathedral's front lawn until the 10th of July.  

A small team of staff alongside 40 volunteers includ-

ing members of the Chichester RSPB Local Group 

welcomed a record number of over 35,000 visitors to 

the event. Visitors were treated to some of the most 

exciting scenes yet witnessed at the Chichester Cathe-

dral Date With Nature with the birds holding-off 

many rival Peregrines, and countless Common buz-

zards, gulls, crows, red kites and even two passing 

Ospreys!  

 

Perhaps the highlights of the event were the daytime 

hatchings of two of the year's youngsters, as witnessed 

live from the nest by a delighted crowd in the packed 

RSPB tent. This is thought to be the first, and then se-

cond time this has been seen at the Cathedral, and pro-

duced great excitement amongst those lucky 

enough to be there at the time. 

 

Media Interest 

 

The 2011 event was particularly successful in gen-

erating publicity for Chichester Cathedral and the 

City itself. The Peregrines and the RSPB's presence 

were covered on the BBC's Countryfile program 

and were featured regularly on the local television 

news. Images and stories from the nest made the 

local and national press repeatedly, and reports 

were even received that footage from the nest had 

made it onto television overseas. 

 

The RSPB is therefore delighted to have been invit-

ed to hold another Date With Nature event at 

Chichester Cathedral in 2012, should the Pere-

grines grace the City by once again nesting upon 

the building. Details of the event will be available 

when confirmed through the RSPB and Chichester 

Cathedral websites, and through the local press. 

The Peregrines return to Chichester 
Peter Harrison of the RSPB reviews 2011 and the prospects for 2012 

Peregrines in 2011.  With eggs, 7th April;  feeding 

the young chicks, 2nd May; the chicks getting ad-

venturous, 7th June 
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Keep your fingers crossed! 

The Walls celebration will now take place on Sat, April 14th 

Illuminations in the  

Bishop’s Palace Gardens, 

Saturday April 14th 

 
 

Come any time from dusk for 

the parade  - about 7.30 p.m.  - 

to 9.30 p.m. 

 

To celebrate the end of the Walls 

Project, supported by the Herit-

age Lottery Fund, to repair, im-

prove access and inform people 

about the Walls, there will be a 

special opening of the Bishop’s 

Palace Gardens on the evening  

of Saturday, April 14th . This is 

the celebration postponed from 

last September, when the fore-

cast of high winds meant that 

live illuminations could not be 

mounted. 

 

You will be able to picnic 

(weather permitting) and relax in 

the gardens with some live mu-

sic.  There will be a trail to fol-

low round the gardens suggested 

by the eras of the walls’ life so 

far. The trail will also lead to 

Westgate Fields where you can 

see a video and architectural 

Candle  chandelier to illuminate 

your picnic and  a ‘lexicon of 

light’ from a previous event 

Lanterns on parade and , as  

lilies, floating on the pond 

lighting projected onto the walls 

themselves.  

 

Below the Walls (and also visible 

from above) will be an interactive 

game - “a lexicon of light”. In the 

gardens themselves there will be 

lanterns, including ‘lilies’ in the 

pond . 

Those Christmas Lights 

David Wilson was there with his camera for the switch-on 

After all the problems with fund-

raising, we did get our Christmas 

lights at last! Hopefully, the BID 

project (p.4) signals a greater 

willingness from traders to sup-

port an initiative in their interest.  

The lights were fine, the fire-

works at the switch-on were 

spectacular, and the event passed 

off well. But something has to be 

done to manage the crowd. If 

there had been an emergency, 

even with the best will in the 

world, it could have taken 10 

minutes for help to arrive. And 

Chichester needs to boast its 

presence. Winchester, Salisbury 

and Guildford all had their Xmas 

lights featured on the Internet - 

but neither of our Councils had 

more than a text message. 
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As spring approaches, life down 

at Chichester Canal is moving 

into a different cycle. Winter is an 

intense period of renovation – re-

pairing and restoring boats, clear-

ing the hedgerows and towpaths – 

to get ready for the summer activ-

ities of boat trips, rowing, canoe-

ing, walking and cycling. All of 

this is managed by Chichester 

Ship Canal Trust, a charitable 

trust manned by volunteers. 

 

Restoration of a 19th  

Century Navigation 
 

An important challenge for the 

Canal Trust is to preserve and re-

store the Chichester Ship Canal as 

a working navigation - a historical 

monument to the 19th century 

transport revolution in Britain. 

Chichester’s connection to the 

sea, with a branch of the Ports-

mouth and Arundel Navigation, 

was made in 1822. Unfortunately, 

the whole project was not com-

mercially successful, the Naviga-

tion Company folded in 1892 and 

the canal was abandoned in 1928.   

The canal fell into neglect and 

silted up until 1973 when the Sus-

sex Canal Trust was formed with 

the objective of restoring naviga-

tion. This monumental task even-

tually came to fruition in 1992 

when the canal was opened to 

navigation as far as Donning-

ton.  At the same time MV 

Egremont was launched, a pas-

senger carrying narrow boat, 

still in service today.  

 

From 1992, commercial opera-

tions have prospered, growing 

significantly with the addition 

of MV Richmond in 2005. 

Richmond is a wide beam boat 

capable of carrying 42 passen-

gers and is used mainly on char-

ter for private functions, even 

wedding receptions. 

 

Today, the Canal Trust offers a 

variety of boat trips throughout 

the year. MV Egremont runs 4 

daily trips from April to Octo-

ber, whilst MV Richmond oper-

ates Easter Bunny trips and Fa-

ther Christmas trips, as well as 

private charters. 2011 was the 

busiest year ever with well over 

1,000 boat trips, carrying nearly 

14,000 passengers.  

 

A Habitat for Wildlife 

 

In addition to operating a navi-

gation, another key objective 

for the Trust is to maintain a 

pleasing environment for every-

one to enjoy; around 750,000 

people use the canal every year. 

This can be extremely challeng-

ing, as the Trust has to balance 

many different needs, such as 

catering for tourists while re-

membering local residents, and 

keeping the waterway and tow-

path clear for users while provid-

ing a habitat for wildlife.  The 

canal is home to all sorts of fresh 

water fish and a variety of fowl - 

ducks, coots, moorhens, and a 

pair of swans. Hopefully there 

will be cygnets this spring. Her-

ons and terns are frequently seen 

following the boats looking for 

fish and the eagled-eyed can spot 

a water vole or a kingfisher.  

 

Maintaining the basin area, 

banks and towpath is regular in-

tensive work for a dedicated 

group of volunteers. For this, the 

Trust has been recognised sever-

al times in 2011:  
 

 

March: Level 4 in Chichester in 
Bloom Awards·  

October: Third place in CDC 
Residents and Business Garden 
Competition:  

December: Award winner from 
The Observer in the Care of the 
Environment section 

The Chichester Ship Canal 

The Ship Canal is thriving after twenty years of progressive restoration; 

Judy Saxon of the Canal Trust introduces us to some ot its attractions. 

The Chichester Canal in the 

nineteenth century; and cruising 

on the canal today. 
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Hedgelaying 

 

In addition to weekly mainte-

nance, there are also big improve-

ment projects which can take sev-

eral years. One such project has 

been to lay the hedge along the 

towpath north of Hunston. Hedge-

laying is a traditional way of 

stock-proofing a gappy hedge. 

The technique involves weaving 

long, trimmed, flexible branches 

(“binders”) between stakes to 

make the hedge strong and stock-

proof. Laying the hedge started in 

2008, initially with only Trust 

volunteers, and later with help 

from students in woodland man-

agement from The British Trust 

for Conservation Volunteers. 

Once the laying is complete, 

young trees - or whips - are plant-

ed in between the stakes to fill out 

the hedge and provide new 

growth. 

 

The newly laid hedge, covering 

over quarter of a mile, is now in 

its third year of growth and is get-

ting compliments from walkers 

and boat passengers. 

 

Widening the Towpath 

 

Another recent project has been 

the improvement of the towpath 

between the Selsey Tramway and 

the Crosbie Bridge, involving 

felling of the top-heavy danger-

ous hawthorns and widening of 

the path. In 2009, this section of 

the towpath was virtually impass-

able; a dark, dank, flowerless 

corridor, and fallen trees block-

ing the path. Over the last two 

winters, the overgrown haw-

thorns have been coppiced and 

in-filled with mixed variety 

young saplings, which will be-

come a bushier, more diverse 

and environmentally-friendly 

hedgerow.  

 

At the same time the Canal 

Trust has invested just under 

£100,000 of its own funds to 

widen the towpath. The path has 

been enhanced with an ‘out-

section’, which has been filled 

with wild plants and flowers – 

iris, purple loose strife, bulrush-

es. The outsection is constructed 

with a ‘Teram’ membrane and 

coir matting to retain a habitat 

for water voles.  

 

Initially, this major work ap-

peared to be devastation – caus-

ing some public dismay. But 

now, one season later, we have 

a beautiful path, accessible to 

wheelchairs, buggies and bicy-

cles. Indeed, this is part of Sus-

trans’ South Coast cycle route 

#2, an important cycle link to 

and from central Chichester 

 

The Future 
 

Another objective for the Canal 

Trust in association with WSCC 

is to restore navigation all the 

way to the sea, for which out-

line planning permission has 

been applied. The project is just 

beginning and, owing to the scale 

of the task, will undoubtedly face 

many challenges before comple-

tion.  There are two roads to be 

circumnavigated with new swing 

bridges, and care will be needed 

to balance the needs of the road 

users while preserving the envi-

ronment.  

 

The Trust is always keen to wel-

come volunteers and there are ac-

tivities to suit everyone – crewing 

boats, serving in the shop, bank 

upkeep, boat maintenance. If you 

are interested, please contact Ali-

son Slaney on 01243 536933 

 

A canal for recreation and wildlife 

Enjoy a springtime trip down the 

canal and meet the Easter Bun-

nies.  A personalised present and 

chocolate for the children, refresh-

ments and fun for everyone! Sever-

al trips each day from the Chiches-

ter Canal Basin.  Phone for details. 

Fare: Adult or Child - £8.00 

 

Advance booking absolutely  

essential! Call Val 01243 377405  

or www,chichestercanaltrust.com                      

EASTER BUNNY BOAT TRIPS 

31 March  

to 

9 April 

 

(bookings 

open 

5 March) 

 

[ADVT] 



Registered Charity No. 268055       THE CHICHESTER SOCIETY NEWSLETTER        www.chichestersociety.org.uk                      12      

 

Why 20's Plenty? 

 

20's Plenty can be summed up in 

one word "others".  It is about 

putting other people first.  My 

need to rush around town, chasing 

deadlines, has to be balanced 

against others' needs to travel 

safely, especially if that other per-

son is a child, an elderly or disa-

bled person who might find nego-

tiating our busy streets more diffi-

cult.  What is more important? 

That I shave a few seconds off my 

journey by speeding up to get to 

the next junction, or that parents 

feel that our city streets are safe 

enough for them to allow their 

children to walk or cycle to 

school independently, instead of 

driving them there? 20's Plenty 

aims to encourage a cultural 

change in travel behaviour. 

 

20's Plenty brings with it wider 

benefits of slowing down, living 

life at a more measured, less 

stressful pace, with regard to en-

vironmental concerns for future 

generations.  It aims to reclaim 

our streets for people: to reduce 

noise, so people can chat with 

their neighbours and sleep at 

night, reduce fear, so people can 

feel safe walking or cycling into 

town.  This could bring with it 

wider benefits of reducing pollu-

tion, obesity and asthma levels. 

 

20's Plenty believes that to really 

make a difference to Chichester 

we need to include the busy arte-

rials and gyratories as well as the 

quiet residential streets in the roll-

out of any scheme. We are cam-

paigning for this for five main 

reasons: 

 

1) Value for Money; the 

cheapest option.  Traffic calm-

ing for the whole city might 

sound expensive but is roughly 

the same price as one pedestrian 

crossing (£84,000). The scheme 

will pay for itself twice over if 

one serious injury on our roads 

is prevented. Doing just quiet 

back streets sends the price up 

as does rolling out a scheme 

through the city in sections. 

 

2) Simplicity.  We want to cut 

down on signs and send out a 

clear and simple message to res-

idents and visitors alike – in 

Chichester, please drive at 20 

mph.  Respect the more vulnera-

ble on the roads –children, old 

people, pedestrians or cyclists.  

We do not want lots of confus-

ing changes of limits at every 

junction.   

 

3) It will target where it mat-

ters most.  Most collisions and 

injuries occur on main roads and 

gyratories - at The Hornet, 

Southgate and Northgate round-

abouts.  Speed is a contributory 

factor in nearly a quarter of ac-

cidents.  Slowing down gives 

you a few more seconds to 

avoid a collision and save a life. 

 

4) Traffic reduction - to reduce 

pollution, noise, obesity, stress, 

asthma rates and encourage more 

people to build walking and cy-

cling into their daily routines to 

keep healthy.  People are reluc-

tant to walk or cycle if they feel 

unsafe.  We need to make all of 

our roads in this very small city 

safe for children to travel to 

school.  It is hard to always avoid 

the gyratories and the main roads. 

These roads need to be included. 

 

5) Compliance.  In order to work, 

20mph limits need to cover all 

residential roads.  With a piece-

meal scheme, drivers will be less 

inclined to obey 20mph limits on 

certain streets. "What is so special 

about these people that they have 

slower speeds?  Why don't people 

slow down on my road, for my 

children?"  Community support 

comes from seeing the benefits of 

20mph limits on our own streets 

and re-paying the consideration 

on other people's streets. 

 

It works in other cities! 

 

Time differences will be minimal; 

light-touch enforcement of 20mph 

limits is possible and is being car-

ried out in other areas of the 

[continued below, opposite]  

20s Plenty - Sarah Sharp puts in a plea for a human scale in Chichester 

A petition with 3,000 names being given to Cllr Mike Hall by Sarah, with 

Cllrs Alan Chaplin and Martyn Bell, and campaigner Dr Jonathan Lacey 
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[continued from above, opposite] 

 

country.  The police are enforcing 20mph limits in 

Portsmouth, why can't they do this here?  20mph 

limits are the norm for people not only in Ports-

mouth, but also in York, Warrington, the whole of 

Lancashire, Southwark, Islington, Oxford, Leeds, 

Sheffield, Middlesbrough, and others. We would 

like 20mph to become the way we drive around  

people in Chichester too.   
 

 

Over the past six months a small 

team of volunteers have been 

working hand in hand with 

Chichester District Council and 

West Sussex County Council to 

provide the city with a cheap 

and convenient alternative to car 

ownership. We call this the 

Chichester Community Car 

Club and it will have the added 

benefit of helping to improve 

city centre air quality and reduce 

congestion for all. 

What is a Car Club? 

 

A car club is a member organi-

sation which makes cars availa-

ble for hire on an hour-by-hour 

basis for a minimal fee. The cars 

are owned by the club and 

parked in fixed locations around 

the city. They can be driven by 

members whenever needed and 

parked back in the same location 

when no longer required, mak-

ing them available for other 

members to use. The exact finan-

cial model is yet to be signed off 

though will probably include a 

small monthly membership fee 

with an additional hourly usage 

fee. The fees will be all inclusive 

covering insurance, fuel, clean-

ing and maintenance, ensuring 

the cars are clean and ready to go 

at all times. 

Why a Car Club? 
 

There are many reasons why 

people need access to a car, but it 

isn’t always the right solution to 

own a car. Our membership is 

expected to be diverse, from 

households with limited residen-

tial parking, to university stu-

dents who don’t need to bring a 

car to Chichester, to people who 

need access to a car but travel to 

A Community Car Club for Chichester? 

Malcolm Piper, a volunteer working with CDC, explores its advantages 

Chichester by public transport, to 

businesses which need to travel 

for the occasional meeting or for 

those who only do the weekly su-

permarket shop.  

 

For all car owners who drive less 

than a few thousand miles per 

year, the financial argument to 

join a car club is convincing. It 

saves the costs of car ownership; 

tax, insurance and depreciation. 

The long term benefits to Chich-

ester could be greater. In a city 

with increasing congestion and, in 

some areas, poor air quality, re-

ducing the total number of cars on 

our roads can only be positive. 

 

What is happening? 
 

As a group of volunteers we’ve 

been working hard to bring the 

city a car club by mid 2012. Ini-

tially there will be two cars locat-

ed a short walk from key residen-

tial and business areas, with a 

plan to offer more cars from more 

locations as the club grows. 

Chichester Community Car Club 

is ‘driven’ by the community for 

the community and we’re very 

keen to work with the Chichester 

Society to achieve a successful 

car club for everyone. 

 

For further details see:  

www.chichester.gov.uk/

index.cfm?articleid=18261; or 

email us: chichestercommuni-

tycarclub@chichester.gov.uk or 

on twitter:  @ChichesterCCC. 

Later this year WSCC will be consulting the peo-

ple of Chichester on their views. Please do support 

20's Plenty and do your bit to make Chichester a 

safer, more pleasant place to be.  

 

If you believe that 20's Plenty where people live 

please email chichester@20splentyforus.org.uk, or 

phone Sarah Sharp on 07789 843556, or download a 

poster from www.20splentyfor chichester.org.uk. 

 

Thank You!  

Fancy having a share in a smart 

car like this one? 
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The Changing Face of Chichester 

John Pavitt casts an eye over recent developments across the city 

The face of a city is always 

changing, whether in small things 

such as street furnishings and ad-

vertisements or in its buildings, 

which will be with us for many 

years. 

 

The Chichester Society was 

founded when the ring road was 

proposed with dual carriageways 

all round the city and new junc-

tions that would have required 

wholesale clearance of historic 

areas. Some of these proposals 

were successfully resisted but the 

pressure for smaller changes has 

continued. This article looks at 

some of the recent buildings in 

Chichester to see how the needs 

of conservation and development 

have been met. 

 

Novium, the new District 

Museum, Tower Street 

The glazed front reveals the re-

mains of the original Roman 

Baths within the basement of the 

new building. The location of the 

baths was the primary reason for 

locating the museum in Tower 

Street. The form of the new build-

ing was the result of two of the 

council’s requirements the desire 

for a museum that would stand 

out as a public building, as the 

County Library does on the oth-

er side of the street, and the 

need to reserve half the site for 

26 flats to help to pay for the 

museum. With such a brief the 

building has proved controver-

sial. More public money would 

have allowed it to be more 

spread out, lower and less domi-

nant. In your author’s view, the 

flats will help to restore the 

street line on this side of Tower 

Street and around the corner 

into Woolstaplers. 
 

Theatre Place, S. Pallant 

This project for the renovation 

of an existing corner building 

with the addition of five new 

town houses knits well into the 

grain of the Pallants – Chiches-

ter’s city within a city. A large 

private courtyard keeps the resi-

dents’ cars off the narrow street. 

The retained building is bold 

Victorian but the new houses 

are elegant and restrained in the 

Georgian tradition. 

The thoughtful cut away corner 

allows pedestrians to pass easily 

from South Pallant into Theatre 

Lane. 

The Steven Pimlott Build-

ing, Chichester Festival 

Theatre 

This modest building provides es-

sential education and rehearsal 

space for the theatre and fits into 

an awkward site by the approach. 

Natural materials complement the 

setting on the edge of Oaklands 

Park. 

Travelodge, West Street  

This new hotel is housed in part of 

the former Post Office building 

along with a smaller PO counter 

space and three shop units. Trave-
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lodge has responded to the fine neo

-classical building with a sympa-

thetic conversion to hotel bed-

rooms and a small reception. Sen-

sibly the hotel provides a ’no-frills’ 

service that does not compete with 

the many restaurants and bars in 

the city centre. It does provide 

basement car parking that also ac-

commodates public parking. The 

only visible change to the exterior 

is this small curved extension, 

which has been finished with a 

white render to contrast with the 

older brickwork. To the credit of 

the district planners, Travelodge 

was persuaded to scale back its 

original signage proposal to fit in 

with the conservation area. There 

are also retail units, separate from 

the hotel, which will shortly open 

as a restaurant.  

Bostock Rd, Swanfield Park 

This new development area has 

seen extensive house-building in 

recent years. These austere but dig-

nified houses on one of the new 

streets show the trend towards 

small windows and dormers in the 

two-and-a-half storey houses that 

have won planning consents in the 

area. Unfortunately the layout of 

these residential streets has encour-

aged motorists from outside the 

city to find ways of avoiding the 

traffic on Westhampnett Road so 

that they are sometimes not as 

peaceful as intended. 

.Chichester Water Sports 

Centre, Coach Road, 

Westhampnett 

The wave-form roof of this club 

house and café enlivens the 

view from the A27 east of 

Chichester and expresses the 

centre’s activities - wind-

surfing, wakeboarding, water 

skiing and dinghy sailing. The 

new building is constructed 

from recycled shipping contain-

ers, previously used as a con-

struction depot at Portsmouth’s 

Gunwharf Quay. 

 

Mount Lane, Westgate  

This bosky site facing Chiches-

ter College across the River La-

vant once contained two post-

war bungalows by Powell & 

Moya. The last of these had 

been sadly neglected for many 

years. After a series of controver-

sial planning applications, it has 

been replaced with four new hous-

es. Mount Lane will double up as 

the access road to the houses and 

the busy cycle and footpath to the 

college and Westgate Fields.  

Clock House, Graylingwell  

As new homes in Phase 1 of the 

redevelopment of Graylingwell 

Hospital are completed, the devel-

opment partnership has begun the 

conversion of the former hospital 

buildings into apartments. The 

most striking of these buildings is 

Clock House, formerly the admin-

istrative offices of the hospital. It 

now provides five luxury apart-

ments. By confining the essential 

changes to the back of the build-

ing, the imposing north front that 

faces the listed Graylingwell 

Chapel across a new green, re-

mains unaltered. The green should 

provide a very attractive heart for 

the community with a new com-

munity hall and other facilities. 

 

But not all classic buildings in 

Graylingwell survived ... 
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Breathing New Life into Parks and Play Areas 

Richard Childs has been looking at current and future prospects 

The current situation 

Over the past 3 to 4 years the Dis-

trict Council has delivered a series 

of significant improvements in the 

city’s parks, particularly in chil-

dren’s play areas. I believe that 

the Council should receive due 

praise and recognition for these 

achievements. 

 

CDC’s Play Strategy 

 

In July 2007 The District Council 

published its first Play Strategy. 

The Strategy was created by the 

Chichester District Play Partner-

ship, a group of organisations 

committed to improving play for 

children and young people. It also 

involved input from local chil-

dren, young people, parents, and 

voluntary organisations. In deliv-

ering the Strategy, the District 

Council received funding from the 

Big Lottery Play Programme. 

Consequently, a portfolio of pro-

jects has been successfully deliv-

ered.  

Excellent Signs 

 

As a regular user of Florence 

Park I have been delighted by the 

ground’s complete overhaul, with 

a new path, toilets and changing 

rooms, the re-laid football pitch 

and the play area. New ‘welcome’ 

signs have recently been installed, 

which prompted me to write this 

article. 

In Priory Park an innovative, 

challenging new play area has 

been built on the site of the old 

one. This project additionally re-

ceived Section 106 funding.  

In Oaklands Park a jungle climb-

er and monkey bars are included 

in the recently opened play facili-

ty. Extensive improvements have 

also been made to the Whyke 

Oval play area. 

So I’m pleased to say well done to 

the District Council and the Dis-

trict Play Partnership. 

Left; Florence Park and Priory Park: Right; Two Views of Oaklands Park 
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Priory Park – The Future 

 

In the past few weeks the local 

press has run a number of articles 

relating to possible developments 

in Priory Park and a seeming con-

fusion between the City and Dis-

trict Councils about the best way 

forward. 
 

The Chichester Conservation Area 

Advisory Committee (CCAAC), 

on which the Chichester Society is 

represented by Cedric Mitchell, 

has recently produced Priory Park 

Chichester Master Plan – Pro-

posals for Refinement and Update 

2012. The report provides a series 

of recommendations by the 

CCAAC for the District Council. 

In presenting the proposals the 

CCAAC intentionally does not 

address the broader issues of own-

ership of the park or funding of the 

proposed developments.  

 

The CCAAC consulted the park’s 

key users and supporters as well as 

the City Council. In reviewing the 

District Council’s original 2006 

master plan, the CCAAC‘s recom-

mendations propose a “do mini-

mum” scheme which reflects con-

servation priorities. 

 

The Proposals in Summary 
 

 Conversion of the existing 

cricket clubhouse into a cafe 

incorporating new public toilets 

 Restoring the original bowls 

club hut as the entrance to a 

new bowls club building 

 Re-siting of the play area 

away from the motte and nearer 

to the proposed café 

 A new cricket pavilion in the 

south east corner of the park. 

The existing pavilion to be re-

moved and offered either to the 

Weald & Downland Museum or 

to the Prebendal School. The 

removal would provide the op-

portunity for a new south en-

trance gate opposite Little Lon-

don 

 Simple railings embedded to 

support the existing perimeter 

hedge 

 Distinctive paving in front of 

the west and south gates both to 

slow traffic and add dignity to 

the park entrances 

 A community garden to be 

added to the already planted 

community orchard 

 

The CCAAC have re-worked but 

not discarded the original master 

plan. The Chichester Society wel-

comes this report as a clear start-

ing point to try to achieve a prag-

matic and realistic development in 

a difficult financial climate. 

Clockwise from left: The old Cricket Pavilion - could this find a home at the ‘Weald and Downland’? 

Palings in need of replacement; New Gates in 2007 - should there be paving to mark the gateway, too? 
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Besides keeping an eye on run-of-

the-mill planning applications, 

your Committee also gets in-

volved in and comments on plans 

relating to major developments. 

David Wilson summarises .  

 

Barnfield (again!) 

 

In the last issue, we reported on 

our response to the District Coun-

cil’s general proposals for the 

Barnfield area. Since then, the 

Brookhouse Group have emerged 

as a potential buyer and developer 

for much of the Barnfield site.  

 

They presented their proposals at 

an exhibition in December. Basi-

cally, these consisted of a staged 

development of a retail park. The 

areas close to and on both sides of 

Kingsmead Drive would be devel-

oped first for large stores - they 

weren’t saying, but they did sug-

gest that they could find tenants 

who would not compete with the 

shops in the city centre. If all the 

area were developed as retail, 

some 400 jobs could be created. 

 

The centre of the area along the 

Lavant would be landscaped as a 

linear park, and cycleway connec-

tion to the city centre would be 

maintained and improved. The 

roofs of the store could well be 

‘living roofs’ planted with se-

dums, both as insulation and to 

protect the view from the Trundle.. 

Our ideas on Barnfield 

 

We welcome some retail devel-

opment. The developers claim 

that the type of retail would not 

impinge on shops in the city cen-

tre, though we have doubts about 

this. 

 

In any case, we would prefer a 

greater variety of employment, 

not putting all our eggs in one 

basket. This implies more em-

phasis on, say, offices. The cur-

rent industrial estates in Chiches-

ter do not give the air of prestige 

sites for ‘head office’ premises 

whereas this site, with a land-

scaped park, could do so. 

 

The view from the Trundle is 

already affected (see last issue) 

but new well-designed buildings 

could mitigate this effect. 
 

Bognor Road 

 

Next up was the WWII oil depot 

on the corner of Bognor Road 

and the A27. WSCC have ideas 

about using this for a waste dis-

posal site. 

 

We realise that the contaminated 

ground rules out many uses. 

However we pointed out that 

housing developments are get-

ting ever closer to the area, and 

that any waste which produced 

dust or odours would be unac-

ceptable. The site is also in the 

‘Zone of Visual Influence’ of the 

Cathedral, and tall chimneys 

could not be allowed. 

 

Buses 

  

WSCC are pressing ahead with 

the reduction of bus subsidies. We 

have reached phase 2, which in 

the Chichester area may affect 

services 11, 47, 56 and 99.  

 

Our response, which was given 

some space in the Observer, was 

to deplore the passive way in 

which WSCC appears to be ac-

cepting the reduction of govern-

ment grant. Before further cuts are 

made, the issue of the disparity 

between the grant made to 

Transport for London and to West 

Sussex needs to be addressed. The 

former is about thirty times the 

latter on a per capita basis. 

 

We think that all these bus ser-

vices should be maintained as 

they are vital to many residents. 

We suggested some possible vari-

ations in timetable which could 

ease the effect of cuts - and drew 

attention to the absurdity of cut-

ting other services while service 

50, to Graylingwell, has a guaran-

teed subsidy but almost no users! 

 

Slug (and Lettuce) 

 

You may have seen in the local 

press that this establishment has 

won an appeal to mount a hanging 

sign outside its premises. 

 

The Society’s policy is that hang-

ing signs in main streets are un-

necessary clutter, and should be 

discouraged. CDC thought so too, 

but were overruled on appeal by 

an inspector from Bristol. So 

much for localism! 

 

We have written to CDC asking 

that the Guidelines for Shopfronts, 

which they themselves produced, 

should be adopted formally as 

planning guidance to prevent a 

 

The view of 

Barnfield from 

Fordwater. 

The proposed 

stores would 

be by the tree 

on the left - 

and we could 

do without any 

more alumini-

um clad sheds! 

Consultation, Consultation, Consultation! 

Barnfield, Bognor, Buses, Rousillon - and a Slug! 
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rash of hanging signs appearing. 

Remember - it wasn’t so long ago 

that there was only one A-board ... 

 

Rousillon Park 

 

Colten Homes, a developer of care 

homes based in Lymington, has 

come forward with details of the 

care home which it wishes to build 

on the corner of Wellington Road 

and Broyle Road. 

 

They envisage about 75 beds, cre-

ating about the same number of 

jobs, a valid consideration at this 

time. It will be built for people 

with poor mobility, but will not 

cater for those with dementia. 

 

The design looks good, with ele-

vations to Broyle Road matching 

those already existing opposite, 

but tapering at the back to be 

closer to the smaller houses on 

Rousillon Park. 

 

Naming rights are up for grabs, 

but we suggested ‘Wellesley 

Court’, Wellesley being a family 

name of the Duke of Wellington. 

Plan and elevation for Colten 

Homes at Rousillon Park 

Your Executive report that ap-

peared in the December Newslet-

ter under the heading ‘Consult-

ation, Consultation, Consultation’ 

demonstrates that the Society has 

fallen into a deep laid trap.  In 

encouraging responses to the Lo-

cal Development Framework 

(LDF) document, questions were 

so loaded as to secure NIMBY 

responses that would ensure that 

those in one part of the district 

would indicate favouring devel-

opment in some other more dis-

tant location.  Effectively, this 

means that wherever planners 

choose to site all future develop-

ments, they can evidence the 

heavily slewed consultation as 

proof – albeit drawn from some 

distance – that many residents of 

Chichester District favoured this 

option. 

 

The Chichester Society’s own 

submission is no exception in that 

it supports new housing develop-

ments in areas away from the city.  

Unfortunately, it is the type of 

nimby response that the District 

would appear to be encouraging.  

Furthermore, it is a clear that as 

far as Southbourne is concerned; 

one of the areas favoured in the 

executive report, no proper re-

search was undertaken.  The re-

port states that it favoured 

‘Southbourne because of the 

availability of infrastructure’. 

Well, as far as infrastructure is 

concerned, the schools and doc-

tors’ surgery in Southbourne are 

bulging, there are no shops to 

speak of, the singular railway 

station has no parking facilities 

and existing roads are not de-

signed for any resulting increase 

in traffic. 

 

But I don’t want to be overcriti-

cal.  I recognise that the Chiches-

ter Society has done much good 

work for the city; a point I am 

aware of as the writer of several 

books on Chichester.  No, in-

stead, I wish to be positive.  In 

my role of chair of our own resi-

dents’ association, I wish to in-

vite local amenity societies and 

residents’ associations across 

Chichester District (but especial-

ly those in the threatened corri-

dor south of the National Park) to 

meet and form a coordinating 

body to ensure that we are no 

longer deliberately divided by 

internecine arguments such as 

those that could so easily arise 

between Chichester and South-

bourne. 

 

Philip MacDougall 

 
 

 

[Editor’s note: the report on the 

Executive Committee’s submis-

sion to the District Council on 

the LDF was necessarily com-

pressed, and did not make some 

of the points in the full submis-

sion clear. Our full comments 

about ‘brownfield sites’ were re-

stricted to Shopwyke Lakes and 

Tangmere. We also suggested 

that the major focus of develop-

ment should be in Chichester and 

Tangmere, with relatively small – 

and justified – contributions 

coming from Southbourne and 

Wisborough.]  

 

Dr. MacDougall can be con-

tacted via the Editor, address 

overleaf. 

A reply to ‘Consultation…’ from the last issue 



Registered Charity No. 268055       THE CHICHESTER SOCIETY NEWSLETTER        www.chichestersociety.org.uk                      20      

THE CHICHESTER SOCIETY 

Registered Charity No 268055 

Registered with the Civic Trust 

T  01243 536725  E chisoc@hotmail.com 
 

Patron: The Mayor of Chichester 

President: David Goodman 

Vice-Presidents: Joy Crawshaw and Ken Newbury 

Chairman: Tony Dignum 

Vice-Chairman: John Templeton  

Secretary: David Wilson  

Treasurer: vacant (Chairman acting as Treasurer) 

Members of the Executive Committee:  

  Martyn Bell, Madeleine Keene, David Laing, 

Cédric Mitchell, John Pavitt, Bill Sharp and Jean 

Symons. 

 

MEMBERSHIP 
 

Annual Membership: £5 by Standing Order; 

£7 by cheque 

Under-18s: £2.50 

Joint Membership (double): £8.00 by Standing 

Order; £10 by cheque 

Corporate membership: £100.00 (one-off payment) 

Life Membership (60 and over): 

 £75 single; £ 100 joint 
 

Applications for membership and annual  

subscriptions to the  Chairman, Highgate House, 

West Broyle Drive, Chichester  PO19 3PP 

(01243 538585) 
The Newsletter is published by The Chichester Society 

and printed by PurCoprint,  

Unit 3 & 4 , 132 Bath Road, Reading RG30 2EU 
 

Editor:Tony Dignum 

Editorial Sub-Committee: Tony Dignum, Bill 

Sharp, John Templeton and David Wilson 

Advertising : Martyn Bell (01243 839704) 

Letters to the Editor to the Secretary,  

11 North Walls, Chichester PO19 1DA 
 

Neither the Editorial  Sub-Committee nor the Society 

necessarily subscribe to the views expressed by our 

contributors, but we believe that all shades of  

opinion should be expressed in this newsletter. The 

Editorial Sub-Committee reserves the right to edit as 

necessary any submitted articles and letters.  

Books, 

THE CHICHESTER SOCIETY 
Registered Charity No 268055 

T  01243 776757  E chisoc@hotmail.com 
 

Patron: The Mayor of Chichester 

President: David Goodman 

Vice-President: Joy Crawshaw 
 

Elected at 2011 AGM: 
 

Chairman: Richard Childs 

Vice-Chairman: John Templeton  

Secretary: Anthony Quail 

Treasurer: David Wilson  

Members of the Executive Committee:  

 Cédric Mitchell, John Pavitt, Trevor Redman, Bill 

Sharp and (co-opted) John Wichers. 

 

MEMBERSHIP 
 

Annual Membership: £5 by Standing Order; 

£7 by cheque 

Under-18s: £2.50 

Joint Membership (double): £8.00 by Standing 

Order; £10 by cheque 

Corporate membership: £100.00 (one-off payment) 

Life Membership (60 and over): 

£75 single; £ 100 joint 
 

Applications for membership and annual  

subscriptions to the  Treasurer,  

11 North Walls, Chichester  PO19 1DS   

T  01243 536725   

E  david@northwalls.demon.co.uk 
 

The Newsletter is published by The Chichester Society 

and printed by PurCoprint,  

Unit 3 & 4 , 132 Bath Road, Reading RG30 2EU 
 

Editor: David Wilson 

Editorial Sub-Committee: Anthony Quail, Bill 

Sharp, John Templeton and Bob Wiggins. 
 

Comunications to the Editor to:- 

11 North Walls, Chichester, PO19 1DA or by email 

to david@northwalls.demon.co.uk 
 

Neither the Editorial  Sub-Committee nor the Society 

necessarily subscribe to the views expressed by our 

contributors, but we believe that all shades of  

opinion should be expressed in this newsletter. The 

Editorial Sub-Committee reserves the right to edit as 

necessary any submitted articles and letters.  

A trip on the Chichester Canal! 
Exclusively for Chichester Society Members and Families 

To complement the article about the history of the Chichester Canal, the 

Society has arranged a charter trip on the Chichester Canal on Friday 

May 11th 2012. The trip will start from the Canal Basin at 2.30 pm and 

will last 90 minutes approximately. The cruise passes through pleasant 

countryside with ever-changing scenery and wildlife. The Richmond 

can accommodate a maximum of 42 passengers. The boat has toilet fa-

cilities and can take up to 3 wheelchairs. During the trip the crew will be 

serving tea/coffee and a selection of sponge cakes. 

 

Please complete the form below. Bookings will be accepted on “a first 

come first served” basis. In the unlikely event that this trip is undersub-

scribed we reserve the option to cancel and return cheques to Members. 

Book now to see the Canal and its wildlife at its best in Spring! 
A coot’s nest on the Canal last May 

Booking form  Member’s Name ……………………………… Tel. No. ……………………….. 

Address …………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

No. of tickets required at £10 per person to include tea/coffee and cakes on board ……………………. 

Is wheelchair access needed? ………… 

Please post booking form to J.A. Snell, 5 Dolphin Close, Fishbourne, Chichester PO19 3QP … and …  

enclose 1) an S.A.E and 2) a cheque for £10 per person payable to ‘The Chichester Society 

Our successful last event in Nov -

The Quiller Quartet at Edes House 


