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As I said to our recent 2010 AGM, our 

Society has a unique role in the city. 

We are concerned not only about build-

ing developments but also all the other 

local impacts on the daily lives of our 

members and fellow citizens: including 

traffic growth, gravel extraction, licens-

ing laws, waste and noise.  
 

Among our achievements in the past 

year we can include: 

∗ Campaigning to persuade the 

CDC to take advantage of the coa-

lition government’s abolition of 

regional housing targets to reduce 

the numbers of new homes 

planned for the years ahead. 

∗  Securing a permanent northward 

flow of traffic in East Walls, so 

helping to reduce inner city traffic 

as called for in our policy paper 

"Containing the Car".  

∗ Through Committee member 

David Laing, playing a major role 

in developing the Council’s excel-

lent plans for Bishop’s Palace 

Gardens to improve that previ-

ously rather neglected oasis of 

peace.  
 

∗ Lodging reasoned objections to 

selected, unsatisfactory planning 

applications. David Wilson de-

scribes his work on pages 16-17 of 

this Newsletter.  
 

We have continued to monitor closely 

the major developments planned at 

Graylingwell and the Barracks (see 

pages 10-11). We are pleased that con-

struction of the new District Museum is 

proceeding well (see pages 8-9). When 

open, it will complete the range of ma-

jor cultural attractions including the 

Festival Theatre (see advert on page 

14) and Pallant House Gallery (see 

page 3). We trust all three will not suf-

fer unduly from the coalition govern-

ment’s fiscal squeeze. We are delighted 

that the New Park Centre won its bid 

(Continued on page 2) 

 

The Chairman’s 2010  Report to  Members 

The refurbished City coat of arms on the Buttermarket façade.  

We will feature the refitted Buttermarket in our next issue . 
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for a Sport England grant (see 

pages 4-5). 
 

Our support for the new Museum 

is a recent example of the Soci-

ety’s positive approach to develop-

ments which enhance the city’s 

attractions. Hence our support for 

the Travelodge hotel in the Post 

Office building and, with reserva-

tions, the extension to the Ship 

Hotel. We also welcome the con-

tinued success of Rolls-Royce Mo-

tors at Westhampnett and the asso-

ciated growth of its workforce. All 

these developments have certainly 

helped to mitigate the effects of 

the 2008-09 recession. 
 

As a Society we supported the es-

tablishment of a South Downs Na-

tional Park (see pages 12-14) and 

our Vice Chairman, John 

Templeton, represents us on the 

South Downs Network, which acts 

on behalf of the community to 

keep in touch with the work of the 

South Downs National Park  

Authority.  
 

We were delighted that in July the 

District Council decided to put the 

Local Development Framework 

process on hold. We had cam-

paigned strongly for a pause fol-

lowing the formation of the coali-

tion government and its early 

scrapping of regional housing tar-

gets. We saw this as a golden op-

portunity to rethink the excessive 

new housing numbers that had 

been imposed by the previous gov-

ernment.  
 

The new government’s policy, 

plus concerns from the Environ-

ment Agency about the capacity of 

the Apuldram sewage works plus 

the continuing delay in improve-

ments to the A27, made a halt to 

the LDF process unavoidable for 

the CDC. The Council’s first re-

sponse has been to adopt a lower 

target of 430 homes a year instead 

of 480, a reduction of 1,000 homes 

over the 20 year period from 2006 

to 2026. This is a welcome start 

but insufficient as a final reduc-

tion. We oppose a further massive 

increase in new housebuilding be-

cause it would change the unique 

character of our city and over-

whelm its capacity to cope with 

increasing traffic.  
 

The Executive has had a busy 

year and I would like to thank 

all my fellow officers and execu-

tive colleagues for their enthusi-

astic and active support. We en-

joy our job on your behalf and 

work well together. The names of 

the Officers and Committee 

elected at the AGM are shown on 

page 24. 
 

Annual subscription-paying mem-

bers were 510 in August, up 10 on 

a year before. Total membership 

including life members was 750 in 

August 2010 compared with 745 a 

year earlier. 
 

The main challenges in the com-

ing year are likely to include: 
 

1. The Local Development 

Framework. This is again be-

ing revised to take account of 

the coalition government’s 

policy with, we hope, a much 

lower target for new housing 
 

2. Playing an active part in the 

North East Chichester City 

Forum, seeking the most ap-

propriate development of the 

Barracks and Graylingwell 

sites. 
 

3. Continuing to work to contain 

the car within the city walls, 

although progress is limited. 

We welcome the new interest 

in promoting cycling and im-

proved provision for cyclists. 
 

4. Dealing with the steady flow 

of new planning applications 

which require critical review 

and comment to ensure we 

preserve the best of our city. 
 

Those big challenges to us all are 

just some of the reasons why our 

Society is needed more than 

ever. For each of them, we will 

work in partnership with any 

organisations that share our  

objectives. 
 

On behalf of your Officers and 

Committee, I wish you all  a 

Very Happy Christmas.  
 

Tony Dignum 

(Continued from page 1) 

The Chairman and his eldest grandson Stephen prepare to set off from the 

Cross on the St Wilfrid’s sponsored cycle ride to West Wittering on 9th May 
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Christmas at Pallant House GalleryChristmas at Pallant House GalleryChristmas at Pallant House GalleryChristmas at Pallant House Gallery    
And in North and South PallantsAnd in North and South PallantsAnd in North and South PallantsAnd in North and South Pallants    

Exhausted with Christmas  

already? Fed up with the predict-

able commercial offer? If you are, 

you might like to make a detour 

one day into the relative calm of 

the Pallants. 
 

There the residents of North and 

South Pallant are planning once 

again to turn their windows into 

the Live Advent Calendar in a 

project organised by Pallant House 

Gallery. Each participating house-

hold and business will in turn 

decorate a window facing onto 

their street. A new window will be 

unveiled every day during Advent 

beginning on 1st  December. By 

Christmas Day, the North and 

South Pallants will resemble a 

huge, live Advent Calendar. 
 

You could also drop into Pallant 

House Gallery.  Entry is free now 

on Thursday evenings 5.00 – 

8.00.  There is a lively schedule of 

exhibitions throughout the Christ-

mas period. As well as the new 

programme of temporary exhibi-

tions including ‘Contemporary 

Eye: Crossovers’ and ‘Gods and 

Monsters: John Deakin’s Portraits 

of British Artists’, there is a topi-

cal exhibition entitled Seasons 

Greetings: Christmas Cards by 

Modern British Artists, compris-

ing quirky and often personal 

Christmas cards created by artists 

such as Glyn Philpot, Eric Gill, 

Enid Marx and Edward Bawden.  
 

And from late November Free 

Thursday Lates will feature carol 

singers and unique Christmas 

shopping opportunities at the 

Pallant House Gallery Bookshop. 

The bookshop has commissioned  

an exclusive Christmas card 
from Mark Hearld to mark the 

‘Seasons Greetings’ exhibition. 

You can also eat at Pallant House 

Gallery’s award-winning restau-

rant during the Christmas period. 

Field & Fork is offering a two or 

three-course Christmas menu 

with a difference (no turkey or 

plum pudding!) at lunchtimes and 

on the evenings when they serve 

dinner as well as their usual daily 

menu.   
 

There are also two exciting chil-

dren’s workshops on 4th and 18th 

December for ages 8+: Artistic 

Christmas Cards (make  

your own!) and Deck the Halls 

(create amazing paper Christmas 

wreaths and decorations).  
 

For details ring Pallant House 

Gallery on 01243 774557 
 

Sarah Quail 
 

Sarah is a volunteer at Pallant 

House Gallery 

Top: This year’s Pallant House Gallery Christmas card  

Below: North and South Pallant Advent windows in 2009. 
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New Park Community Centre Development on Track 

New Park Centre is a long-valued 

asset to Chichester for sport, cul-

ture and other activities. It is cur-

rently used by over 60 local 

groups, including the much loved 

Chichester Cinema at New Park.  

On average over 2,250 people visit 

the Centre to enjoy its events each 

week.  
 

The Board now plans to improve 

and upgrade the facilities, not only 

to meet the needs of existing 

groups but also to welcome more 

voluntary and community groups, 

bringing the total number of 

groups closer to 100. The Board 

aims to do this by providing addi-

tional, affordable, flexible space to 

allow a wider range of services 

and activities to be offered at New 

Park Centre.  

 

Phase One 
 

The total refurbishment and up-

grade of the Centre will be 

achieved through a number of 

phases. The current focus is on 

Phase One when the Hall Next 

Door and Jazz Hall will be demol-

ished and replaced by a new multi-

use Dojo (martial arts and fitness 

facility) with new shower and 

changing rooms, a new flexible 

Community Room and new stor-

age facilities. The surrounding 

landscape will be greatly improved 

and new pedestrian access routes 

to the Centre added. The existing 

Dojo (in the main Centre) can then 

be converted into two multi-use 

community rooms. 

 

Phase 1A 
 

Design work is also proceeding on 

Phase 1A which will include a  

new management office and a per-

manent home for the Community 

Information Centre (now housed 

temporarily in a portakabin known 

as the Redbox). This portakabin 

will go, and the second one at the 

rear of the building will be con-

verted from management office to 

additional community space. The 

bar will be refurbished and ex-

tended, and both the dressing room 

area and the access to the main 

auditorium will be improved. 

 

All this is going ahead because  

New Park Community and Arts 

Association’s (NPCAA) bid  to 

Sport England for £450,000 to-

wards building a new multi-use 

Dojo has been successful. Sport 

England’s grant was from a £10 

million fund to be allocated for 

investment in projects that will 

tackle the barriers to, and unearth 

new opportunities for, community 

sport in rural areas.  

 

The Dojo 
 

The new multi-use Dojo (martial 

arts and fitness facility), as indi-

cated above, is the main compo-

nent of Phase One of the overall 

project to refurbish and extend 

New Park Centre as a whole.  The 

new Dojo will facilitate a signifi-

cant expansion of activities and 

enable martial arts groups to host 

training sessions and regional 

competitions at New Park for the 

first time.  

 

It will also be finished in time for 

Olympic teams to use in the build-

up to the 2012 Olympics. The new 

facility will enable Chichester 

Ronin Judo Club to develop its 

current successful club pro-

gramme, while establishing new 

links within the community and 

local schools. The quality of the 

Club’s coaches and volunteers 

should ensure that the full poten-

tial of the new facility will be real-

ised going forward. 

Funding 
 

Michael Foyle, Chairman of 

NPCAA, said, “We are extremely 

proud of this achievement. That 

New Park Centre has been suc-

cessful in such a highly competi-

tive and rigorous application proc-

ess says a great deal both for the 

value of this project and the dedi-

cation and professionalism of our 

people. I warmly thank everyone 

who supported and worked on this 

application. It is immensely re-

warding after so many years to see 

the development project at New 

Park Centre finally get underway. 

We can look forward to a wider 

range of sport, fitness and many 

other community activities taking 

place at New Park Centre in the 

future.”    

 

With significant funding already 

secured from Chichester District 

Council and The Woodger Trust 

and valuable contributions from 

numerous other Trusts, Founda-

tions and individuals, the Sport 

England Award of £450,000 

brings the Centre to over 90% of 

its fundraising target for Phase 1. 

The aim is to begin building work 

early in 2011 and to complete it 

within the year.  

 

While the building is taking place, 

the Centre will remain open; 

where necessary temporary alter-

native accommodation will be 

sought for any groups displaced by 

the building works. The end result 

will be much enhanced facilities 

for the people of the area. 
 

Bill Jutton 
 

Bill Jutton was Vice-Chairman of 

New Park Community and Arts 

Association until November this 

year. 
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Above: Elevation from North (Priory Road)      New Judo Hall at right ;  new Hall Next Door in centre;  

and Jazz Hall (far left) next to Café Terrace . 
 

Below: elevation from East (New Park Road) showing new Main entrance in centre and new Jazz Hall at right. 

After 8 years as your Chairman I 

have recently been adopted as a 

candidate in the CDC elections to 

be held in May next year. Depend-

ing, firstly, on whether I am 

elected then and, secondly, on the 

time commitment if elected, I may 

well have to step down as Chair-

man sometime next year. We’ll 

have to wait and see. 

 

Looking back on those 8 years I 

would list the following as the 

main achievements of the Commit-

tee:- 
 

∗ Rescuing the Society from a 

destructive faction fight in 

2002 
 

∗ Ensuring the Society is a re-

spected local body whose 

opinions are worth reporting 

and reading, and dispelling 

the notion that we are op-

posed to any change in the 

city. 
 

∗ Working with others in the 

successful campaigns, 

firstly, to stop a regional 

nightclub being established 

off Terminus Road and, sec-

ondly, to prevent gravel ex-

traction in Lavant adjacent to 

the northwest edge of the 

City. 
 

∗ Transforming the Newsletter 

from an 8 page black and 

white paper produced by a 

team working apart from the 

Committee, to a 20 page edi-

tion in full colour produced 

by a team drawn wholly 

from the Committee. 

∗ Ensuring sound finances and 

earning a small surplus every 

year, so allowing subscrip-

tions for those paying by 

Standing Order to remain 

unchanged since 1994. 

 

∗ Dramatically increasing 

those members paying each 

year from 215 in 2001/02 to 

595 in 2009/10, including 

the original life members 

now paying each year for the 

Newsletter. 
 

And finally, 
 

∗ Recruiting to the Committee 

a team whose skills and 

knowledge complement each 

other. 

 

Tony Dignum 

 

A Personal Message from the Chairman 



 

Registered Charity No. 268055       THE CHICHESTER SOCIETY NEWSLETTER        www.chichestersociety.org.uk                      6      

 

The City Centre Manager Reports on her Work 

The Winter Market 

 

The City Centre Management Part-

nership is pleased to announce that 

the Winter Market will be held in 

the City from Thursday 9th  to 

Sunday 12th  December. There 

will be over 50 stalls offering 

unique and different stocking fill-

ers and Christmas presents. Christ-

mas carols will be playing from 

the Market Cross. 

 

On Thursday 9 December the mar-

ket will be open for late night 

shopping until 8pm. Opening 

times are: 

 

∗ Thursday 9 December – 9am-

8pm 

∗ Friday 10 & Saturday 11  

  December – 9am-5pm 

∗ Sunday 12 December – 10am-

4pm 

 

Business Improvement District 

 

Over 140 towns and cities are al-

ready benefiting from becoming  

Business Improvement Districts 

(BID), including Winchester, Wor-

thing and Portsmouth. The key 

question for businesses is should 

Chichester become one too? 

 

A BID is where businesses within 

a defined location, say within the 

walled area of Chichester, agree to 

pay a levy on their business rates. 

Instead of going to central govern-

ment, as  the main business rates 

do, the levy is retained locally to 

be spent in ways that the business 

community agree to. All busi-

nesses get to vote on whether to 

implement this or not, through a 

month long postal ballot. If the 

majority say yes, then all busi-

nesses in the BID area have to pay. 

 

The City Centre Partnership (CCP) 

has been asked by local businesses 

and the Chamber of Commerce to 

consult with businesses in the city 

to see if they are interested in be-

coming a BID.   

 

How would the money be spent? 

 

If successful, the money will be 

spent on projects that will attract 

people to the city, improve its fa-

cilities, and make it cleaner and 

safer. The projects are designed 

through consultation with the busi-

nesses, and are put into an action 

plan. The action plan, which 

shows the costs of the projects, 

will inform the businesses before 

they vote. This is not to replace the 

work that the local authorities do, 

but to add to it. If it does go ahead, 

the vote will be in October 2011.  

 

 

A busy street scene: Chichester’s winter market in full flow last year 
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What about A-boards? 

 

Becoming a Business Improvement District can 

help us to solve some of our historical problems in 

the city, such as A-boards.  

 

When I first arrived in the city five years ago, I 

was asked to remove all the A-boards. It would 

have been very easy to arrange a complete clear-up 

between Chichester District Council and West 

Sussex County Council and have a van pick them 

all up. After all, A-boards are illegal under the 

Town and Country Planning Act (Advertising) and 

the Highways Act (Obstruction of the Highway).  

 

However some businesses, especially those in the 

side streets, rely on their A-boards to direct foot-

fall. Some can show that it accounts for 40% of 

their trade. We have been working with the busi-

nesses and the councils to reduce the number of A-

boards in the city without having a large impact on 

the businesses. This includes: 

 

∗ An on-line searchable shopping directory on the 

Visit Chichester website 

(www.visitchichester.org); 

 

∗ Working with Chichester District Council’s 

Planning Team to allow hanging signs, particu-

larly for those in the side streets. As a result of 

this, Crane Street businesses are working to-

gether to fund new hanging signs made out of 

wrought ironwork with a silhouette of a crane 

(the bird variety). 

 

West Sussex County Council has run a trial in 

Adur and Horsham to license A-boards. With the 

right scheme, the right conditions and a realistic 

fee, A-boards could be managed in our city. Their 

size, weight (to avoid blowing over in the wind), 

positioning in the street, number and ‘need’ could 

all be controlled.  

 

I aim to take a report to Chichester District Coun-

cil to ask if we can consult on the option of licens-

ing A-boards. The Chichester Society would be 

consulted in this process. 

 

Kim Long 
 

Kim is City Centre Manager for 

Chichester District Council 

 Above: A-boards surround a lonely monolith, a successor now 

abandoned by CDC 

 

Below: No wonder A-boards proliferate at this price! 
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Chichester’s much anticipated new 

museum, developed by the District 

Council at a cost of £6.9  million, 

is now making great progress with 

opening expected next year. Anne 

Bone, the District Council’s Arts 

and Heritage Manager brings 

readers up to date.  

 

The new Chichester District Mu-

seum and Heritage Centre in 

Tower Street will replace the exist-

ing Museum in Little London. This 

is an 18th century building that can 

no longer accommodate all of the 

museum’s work, or provide full 

access for those with mobility 

problems. In comparison, the new 

building will offer three floors, 

providing access for all. 

The Construction Process 

Construction of the new  museum 

is well under way with work on 

the building’s first and second 

floor levels currently taking place. 

The crane on site now stands 

among a growing number of con-

crete walls, as the museum reaches 

upwards into the city skyline. The 

tallest structure on site so far, and 

the most visible part, is the lift 

shaft. This will give full disabled 

access throughout the new mu-

seum. The main contractor, Vinci 

Construction UK, has a number of 

teams working on the site. At the 

moment, the main work is casting 

the concrete walls and floors.  

Cllr Nick Thomas, Portfolio 

Holder for Culture and Sport at 

Chichester District Council, is de-

lighted with the progress. He says: 

“This is a very exciting time for 

the new museum and all the team 

involved. The concrete structure is 

designed to have the minimum 

number of internal walls and col-

umns to create the best possible 

display spaces for our vast collec-

tion. This means that the concrete 

walls are very thick (over 450mm 

or 18 inches) to take the weight of 

the building. 

“Such thick walls will also help to 

insulate the building. This will 

help protect the museum’s collec-

tions from changes of temperature 

and also minimise the cost of heat-

ing and cooling the building.” 

To cast the walls and floors, the 

contractor has to first erect 

wooden shuttering. These are like 

moulds into which the concrete is 

poured. After a few days the shut-

ters can be removed, unveiling a 

new section of the building. This is 

not the final view of the building – 

internal walls are to be finished 

and the external walls will be clad 

with the reconstituted stone or 

with a render. These works will 

continue into the winter months. 

What will the new building 

be like? 

The new museum and heritage 

centre is expected to open to the 

public in Autumn 2011. The centre 

will illustrate life in the district 

over the past 500,000 years. 

The site of the development con-

tains the remains of the Roman 

baths of the city of Noviomagus 

Regni, and other archaeology. The 

remains of the baths were discov-

ered in the 1970s, and will be on 

permanent display within the mu-

seum. They will be located on the 

ground floor of the new centre, 

where they can be viewed through 

a glass floor.  

The building will be built on piles, 

rather than foundations, in order to 

protect the archaeology located 

below the building. As part of the 

building works a bore hole has 

been installed, with a geological 

log. This provides a record of 50 

million years of rock below the 

site, and links with the geology 

collections in the museum. 

The New Facilities 

The new museum will provide: 

A learning room 

This will be used to run events and 

activities for schools and the local 

community. Families and visitors 

will also be able to use the room at 

other times. 

A research room 

This will be split into two different 

spaces. The informal area will of-

fer visitors the chance to relax, and 

browse books and magazines. It 

will also offer computers where 

people can access the museum’s 

catalogue and the internet. The 

other part will be a secure study 

area where people can view ob-

jects from the collections, research 

family and local information, and 

carry out academic research. 

A social history store 

This will allow us to hold our col-

lections onsite. We will also offer 

special tours and help people to 

access our catalogues. 

Two galleries 

In addition to the ground floor 

area, the centre will provide two 

further galleries. These will be 

used to illustrate local stories and 

collections from the past 500,000 

years, with regular changes to the 

displays. 

A shop 

The shop will offer a range of gifts 

and items relating to the collection 

and the district. 

  

 
 

The New District Museum is Starting to Take Shape 
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A view out to the cathedral 

The top floor gallery will include a 

window looking out to the cathe-

dral and beyond. 

Our Rich History 
 

The new centre will explore the 

rich history of the whole district 

including: 

People from the area who have 

influenced the world 

Helen Joseph from Easebourne 

played a key role with Nelson 

Mandela in the anti-apartheid 

movement in South Africa. 

 

 

Involvement in World Wars 

Tangmere was taken over by the 

Royal Air Force in World War II. 

All residents had to move out of 

the area until 1947. 

The history of the Tower Street  

site 

In addition to the Roman remains, 

the Tower Street site has further 

historical importance. It was used 

for one of the first primary schools 

in Chichester open to those who 

were less privileged. And it was 

home to ‘Priors’, a company that 

sorted, graded and stored wool in a 

tall building on the site. This was 

sent to spinners and weavers in 

Yorkshire, who then shipped it 

across the world. 

The new Museum, viewed from Tower Street, under construction in early November 

Introduce a 

Friend! 
 

If you appreciate your  

membership of the  

Chichester Society then 

please introduce a friend as a 

new member, using our 

membership brochure.  

 

A hard copy is available  on  

request to 01243 536725. 

 

A copy can be downloaded 

from 
 

www.chichestersociety.org.uk/

join.html 
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The Chichester Society has been 

active in discussions with the de-

velopers and the council regarding 

the two major brownfield develop-

ment sites in the area.  
 

Graylingwell Park:  

taking shape 
 

Phase 1 is now well advanced and 

part of Lloyd Road – off Blomfield 

Drive - is open to serve the first 

completed homes. 17 of these have 

been sold and 12 are occupied, 

with their district heating served 

from the Energy Centre at the foot 

of the former water tower. 
 

The initial planning consent  
 

(CC/08/03553/OUT) gave full ap-

proval to Phase 1 and outline ap-

proval to the remainder of the 750 

home development. A series of 

applications are needed to obtain 

approval for the ‘reserved matters’ 

that were not in sufficient detail to 

be considered at the outline stage.   
 

The Next Phases 
 

The first of these (CC/10/02926/

REM for 245 homes) was ap-

proved by the Area Development 

Control Committee on 27 October, 

and this approval will allow work 

to begin on Phases 2, 3 and 6A, the 

hospital ‘core’ and new build 

around them.  
 

Such a major project within the 

city was bound to be controversial. 

The details of this area at the heart 

of the former hospital, where the 

late Victorian design of the origi-

nal ward blocks will be seen 

alongside new houses and apart-

ments, must have been particularly 

difficult.  

The solution proposed by the de-

velopers’ architects has been to 

cover the ‘scars’ left after removal 

of various earlier additions to the 

ward blocks with a sympathetic 

brick facing. The new buildings 

will have a sharper character that 

has been further refined during 

discussions with CDC planning 

officers. 

A Sustainable Development 

The efforts of the developers and 

designers to provide a truly sus-

tainable development have been 

recognised as the ‘Best low or zero 

carbon initiative’ in the House-

builder Awards. Also in the na-

tional ‘Sustainable Housing 

Awards 2010’, Graylingwell Park 

was the winner in the ‘Sustainable 

larger social housing’ category for 

new developments of more than 25 

homes.  

Our Reservations 

The Chichester Society’s principal 

reservations related to possible ef-

fects of the project on the wider 

area. Graylingwell Park has to 

have all the proposed bus services 

and good pedestrian and cycle 

links so that residents do not need 

to make so many car journeys and 

do not need so many cars. 

    

Update on the Barracks and Graylingwell DevelopmentsUpdate on the Barracks and Graylingwell DevelopmentsUpdate on the Barracks and Graylingwell DevelopmentsUpdate on the Barracks and Graylingwell Developments    

Phase 1 homes above and at lower left.  

The roof solar panels are clearly visible in the above photo 
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Roussillon Park: Planning continues 

The chosen developer for the Roussillon Barracks 

site – Zero C – has made a single planning applica-

tion for the redevelopment of part of the site to form 

a new community for 252 new dwellings 

(CC/10/03490/FUL) following revisions after a con-

sultation with the local community, including the 

Chichester Society . 

Zero C intends to provide more traditional-looking 

homes than those at Graylingwell. However both 

Graylingwell and the Barracks follow the guidelines 

of the Homes and Communities Agency, which man-

ages large government-owned sites for new homes 

and associated uses, so there are a number of simi-

larities of approach. 

The Keep and the Green 

The Ministry of Defence will retain military housing 

to the north of the site and ‘The Keep’ will remain in 

use as a military recruiting office. The former parade 

ground or “Green” to the north will remain as a wel-

come major green space – but in two ownerships: the 

northern half will remain with the MoD and the 

southern half will provide open space for the new 

community. Smaller green spaces, each with a differ-

ent character, will be dispersed among the homes.  

Access 

Vehicles will enter Roussillon Park by the existing 

main gate with one secondary access, also from 

Broyle Road. Inside the site there will be a network 

of streets, all designed for a maximum of 20mph. 

Cars will park in courts behind the homes and in 

drives between homes. 

A principal cycle route will link ‘The Green’ and the 

corner of Broyle and Wellington Roads. Here it will 

join the planned route from Graylingwell to the city 

centre. Footways will pass in front of homes, with 

links through the barracks wall to the city centre and 

areas beyond. 

The Society’s Executive Committee has given  

general support to the proposals with a number of 

reservations, which have been passed to the District 

Council. The application is likely be decided by the 

end of November. 
 

Interim Conclusions  
 

Most of the Society’s reservations are concerned 

with the effects of both developments outside the de-

velopers’ boundaries, principally on traffic genera-

tion, convenience and safety.  

      John Pavitt 

John is an architect and a member of the Society’s  

Executive Committee 

 

Images of Roussillon Park with kind permission from 

Zero C Holdings (this page) 

 

Photographs of Graylingwell Park on previous page 

with kind permission from Linden Downland LLP 

 

Artist’s impression of Main Street (above)  

and South Green (below)  

Above: Artist’s impression of aerial view of Roussillon Park 
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The South Downs National Park     

It is 75 years since a South Downs 

National Park was first proposed.  

There are a number of reasons why 

the area wasn’t given that status in 

the 1950s, a major one being that 

the landscape had been damaged 

by the need to maximise home-

grown food during the war.  Nev-

ertheless both  the Sussex Downs 

with Western Weald and the 

Hampshire Downs were given the 

status of Area of Outstanding 

Natural Beauty, providing them 

with protection against unre-

stricted development. 
 

At the beginning of the 1990s 

some dedicated campaigners, con-

vinced that the area was worthy of 

National Park status, re-opened the 

debate.  The wider public got in-

volved some 13 years ago, though 

it took until 31st March 2010 for 

the Park to be officially created.    
 

East Meon from Small Down 
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 A summary by Councillor Andrew Shaxson of  his  talk to our 2010 AGM  

The new National Park Author-

ity (NPA), which is responsible for 

managing it, is currently in shadow 

mode.  It will take over full re-

sponsibility in April next year.   

The membership of this body is 27 

strong - 20 elected local authority 

and parish members and 7 Na-

tional appointees. The latter are 

volunteers, people invited to put 

their names forward and appointed 

for their specific expertise and 

knowledge.  The Authority doesn’t 

have an Executive, all strategic 

decisions being agreed by the full 

membership.  Furthermore, and 

delightfully, it is non-political.  

The members and officers are us-

ing this shadow year to lay the 

foundations of a National Park that 

will take account of the peculiari-

ties of the area and consequently 

enhance and benefit it. 
 

As the map shows the National 

Park not only runs along the South 

Downs from Winchester to East-

bourne but includes areas to the 

north, such as Alice Holt Forest, 

the Itchen valley and the Hangers 

north of Petersfield.  Within it are 

areas of lowland heath, a far more 

endangered habitat than chalk 

grassland.   
  
Most National Parks experience 

very little development.  The 

government established this park 

knowing that more than 108,000 

people live within it, including 

Lewes and Petersfield which both 

have populations of more than 

15,000. Subsequently, there will 

be some larger scale development, 

the scale and location of which is 

yet to be decided.  Furthermore, it 

is an intensively farmed area with-

out the large areas of upland wil-

derness that characterise other Na-

tional Parks.  Instead we are home 

to not only large arable farms but 

also intensive vegetable crops and 

a number of vineyards.  It’s al-

ready established that there will 

have to be good communication 

between the agricultural industry 

and the NPA. 
 

All National Parks, AND all statu-

tory authorities whose remits af-

fect the area, must always consider 

the two National Park Purposes 

and one Duty, in effect our Credo. 
 

 The first Purpose is “To conserve 

and enhance the natural beauty, 

wildlife and cultural heritage of 

the area”.   
 

The second Purpose is “To pro-

mote opportunities for the un-

derstanding and enjoyment of 

the special qualities of the area 

by the public”.  
 

The Duty acknowledges the rights 

of local people, stating that 

“authorities must seek to foster 

the economic and social well-

being of communities within the 

park”.   If there is conflict be-

tween these three requirements the 

first Purpose takes precedence.   
 

How will the National Park af-

fect the residents of Chichester?  

Possibly very little, as it is already 

a visitor attraction.  Perhaps the 

c i t y  w i l l  b e c o m e  a 

‘gateway’ (whatever that means in 

reality).  At the Chisoc AGM it 

was suggested that the NPA could 

encourage the continuation of the 

Centurion Way northwards to the 

South Downs Way and on to Mid-

hurst.  Other people have sug-

gested using the former railway 

routes radiating from Midhurst as 

cycleways.    If this were to hap-

pen it would provide a green lung 

for the area, providing exercise 

and truly sustainable transport 

links.   However, as Network Rail 

no longer owns the trackbeds the 

reality might be difficult to 

achieve. 
 

The NPA’s meetings are held in 

public, and it is intended that they 

be held at a number of locations 

throughout the Park.  Anybody is 

welcome to attend. Details of these 

(Continued on page 14) 
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meetings, and other informa-

tion about the Park, can be 

found on our website: 

 www.southdowns.gov.uk    
 

We are shortly going to start 

producing a Management Plan 

for the Park.  Any organisation 

and individual can be involved 

in this – will the Chichester 

Society wish to be so?    

                                                                                  

Andrew Shaxson is a member 

of the SDNP Authority, chair-

man of its Planning Committee 

and an Independent CDC 

Councillor 
 

 

Editor’s Note 
 

To answer Andrew’s conclud-

ing question, ChiSoc is very 

much involved in the SDNP. 

The Society belongs to the 

South Downs Network which 

monitors the SDNPA’s activi-

ties on behalf of many commu-

(Continued from page 13) 
Iping Common– Heathland 

nity organisations. Our Vice-

Chairman, John Templeton sits 

on its Executive Committee. Prior 

to the establishment of the Na-

tional Park, John represented us 

on the South Downs Campaign. 

He will be reporting on the 

SDNPA’s progress in coming  

issues of the Newsletter. 
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In an article headed 'More 

Chisores' on page 7 of News-

letter issue 163 (December 

2009)  we said 'WSCC 

should not forget the sign on 

the B2178 at the junction 

with Brandy Hole Lane, bro-

ken and part missing for 

years.'   
 

The story has had a happy 

ending. Earlier this year 

WSCC introduced a 

'fingerpost grant project' to 

provide match-funding for 

the restoration of traditional 

West Sussex fingerposts if a 

parish wished to see them 

restored rather than replaced 

by modern metal signs.  

 

Lavant parish council took 

up the challenge and allo-

cated funds from their vil-

lage enhancement budget, 

with the result that 6 rotting 

fingerposts in the country-

side between Chichester and 

Lavant village have been re-

stored to their former glory, 

County and Parish going 

50:50 to meet the cost. Well 

done both Councils! 

 

Another example of civic 

pride is in Chichester itself 

where the City Council, re-

sponsible for providing the 

street nameplates, recently 

decided that all new or re-

placement signs would dis-

play the city's crest (see ex-

ample opposite).  
 

 

Hopefully the District Coun-

cil will soon feel minded to 

repaint their heritage finger-

posts which are rapidly be-

coming illegible and of little 

help to visitors. 

 

John Templeton 

 

Civic Pride Civic Pride Civic Pride Civic Pride TriumphsTriumphsTriumphsTriumphs    over ChiSoreover ChiSoreover ChiSoreover ChiSore    

Another ChiSore dealt with! 

30 years ago three town planners pub-

lished 'The Grotton Papers' a satirical 

account of a fictitious county based on 

their own experiences  working for 

local planning authorities.  
 

In view of the ever-changing process 

of town planning policy and practice 

in the intervening years they have 

come together to produce a sequel.  
 

Steve Ankers, for many years a senior 

planner with East Sussex CC is now 

Planning Officer for the South Downs 

Society. David Kaiserman has wide 

experience in countryside and strate-

gic planning, and Chris Shepley was 

for 8 years the Government's Chief 

Planning Inspector. 
 

A highly amusing book with a laugh 

on every page, it will appeal to all 

those involved in any way with town 

planning. As John Gummer, former 

Secretary of State for the Environment 

has said: 'this book makes you laugh 

with the planning profession, not at 

it'.   
 

Those outside the planning profession 

may not realise how frustrating it is 

for planning officers and elected mem-

bers who try to produce plans and to 

determine planning applications with 

the goal posts being constantly shifted; 

even more so since the May General 

Election.  
 

Having myself survived a 37 year ca-

reer as a town planner with 6 different 

authorities, I know how much town 

planners deserve our sympathy and 

support for their efforts!  Do please 

buy this book for Christmas- It will 

both amuse and enlighten you!   
 

  John Templeton 
 

**ISBN 978-0-415-54647 

Published in June 2010 by Routledge in asso-

ciation with the Royal Town Planning Insti-

tute. Softback edition £19.99. 

Grotton RevisitedGrotton RevisitedGrotton RevisitedGrotton Revisited    
..Planning in Crisis?..Planning in Crisis?..Planning in Crisis?..Planning in Crisis?    
by Steve Ankers, David Kaiserman & 

Chris Shepley ** 

Below: The City Council’s new sign, 

showing the city’s crest 

Books, 



 

Registered Charity No. 268055       THE CHICHESTER SOCIETY NEWSLETTER        www.chichestersociety.org.uk                      16      

The Secretary’s Report to the 2010 AGMThe Secretary’s Report to the 2010 AGMThe Secretary’s Report to the 2010 AGMThe Secretary’s Report to the 2010 AGM    
It would be nice to report that your 

Committee’s views have always 

prevailed.  Our successes have 

mostly come in association with 

other groups, for instance cam-

paigning to keep post offices open, 

so that the Parklands post office is 

still there. We have opposed pro-

posals as disparate as noisy air 

conditioning units and a car park 

in front of one of Chichester’s 

iconic views. A long term aim of 

your Committee is to persuade the 

Council that we should be a statu-

tory consultee, as in Lewes – why 

not here? 

Planning Applications 

We hope for fewer applications for 

unsuitable shop front signage in 

Chichester. Large chains, not con-

tent with creating a clone town, 

also want national logos which are 

out of place in the centre of Chich-

ester. For example, Travelodge 

wanted to install blue illuminated 

signs opposite the cathedral. The 

adoption of a new Shopfront 

Guide (much to our liking) by 

Chichester District Council may 

well reduce the problem in  

general. 

The first houses on sale at Gray-

lingwell look attractive but traffic 

is still an issue. College Lane is 

too narrow to be used as a regular 

route southwards for cars, let alone 

buses. Cycle access has been con-

sidered but still has practical prob-

lems. Fortunately the attempt to 

rename the area ‘Livingwell’ was 

seen off! We were consulted on 

the development at Roussillon 

Barracks, and invited by develop-

ers ZeroC to tour their section of 

Poundbury, and were favourably 

impressed. 

Houses in Multiple Occupation 

(HMOs), usually student accom-

modation, used to require planning 

permission. No sooner had we 

started to persuade the District 

Council to adopt a policy as to the 

number suitable for an area than 

the present government scrapped 

the regulations! Large numbers of 

HMOs alter the character of an 

area, so this problem is still with 

us. 

Planning Policy in Flux 

Recent government announce-

ments created a confused situation. 

Central targets for housing num-

bers have been abandoned – so 

perhaps we need not worry about 

building any time soon west of 

Centurion Way – but the housing 

shortage still exists. Contrariwise, 

the government still wants a five-

year list of sites suitable for hous-

ing. In the absence of this list, de-

velopers may apply for planning 

permission anywhere in the area. 

Garden grabbing is now neither 

encouraged nor forbidden, so 

schemes have to be judged on their 

individual merits.  

The sewage works at Apuldram is 

overloaded, which will prevent 

further major development. Exist-

ing schemes will probably suc-

ceed, but we drew attention to 

other problems arising, such as 

parking overflowing from The 

Heritage in Winden Avenue. 
 

Puddles 

We have drawn attention to the 

large puddles on many roads in the 

area due, say West Sussex High-

ways, to an unusually high water 

table last winter. They have appar-

ently neither finance nor ambition 

to prevent, say, College Lane be-

ing blocked every time it rains 

Deanery Bastion outer split from inner 

Only 4 hours’ rain and the ponds are back, causing problems for all  
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hard. Unfortunately, just as we 

were putting pressure on WSCC to 

act, a three-month drought began. 

But watch this space! 

The Walls 

I also represent the Society on the 

Walls Group, overseeing the grant 

from the Heritage Lottery Fund to 

cover repairs, signage, education 

and community projects. Repairs 

are now completed within budget 

despite some worries. The outer 

wall of the Deanery was a Victo-

rian shell round the inner Roman 

work. The shell was held up by a 

weird set of objects – files and 

window catches had been used! 

The Westgate Fields path has been 

resurfaced to improve accessibility 

for wheelchair users (picture at top 

right). 

Further along in Westgate Fields, 

the success of last year’s dig led to 

its extension this Spring. The real 

excitement was the uncovering of 

the foundations of an unknown 

bastion. This showed skilled work 

on the foundations but cowboy 

work above, a suggestion of the 

workforce involved at each stage. 

Its existence suggests that the pre-

vious picture of some 40 evenly 

spaced bastions around the City 

Walls is quite wrong. 

Chichester’s City Walls are rela-

tively little known compared to 

York and Chester. The project 

aims to make them more attractive 

and provide more information for 

local people and visitors. Better 

signage, more guide training and 

publications in association with the 

District Museum are planned. It is 

hoped the climax will be a prome-

nade theatrical production along 

the Walls. 

The repairs should last for some 

time, but the grass grows every 

year! While operating machinery 

on steep banks is a job for the well

-equipped and qualified, Mick 

Gore, Parks Officer for the District 

Council, and I have agreed that 

volunteers could have a valuable 

part to play, perhaps including 

wild flower and shrub planting, or 

clearing ivy or basal tree growth. 

After the spending review, help is 

likely to be needed more than 

ever! I would be delighted to 

hear from any member who 

could assist (ring 536725). 

 

Stepping Down 

Finally, stepping down as Secre-

tary, I would like to thank the 

committee for their support over 

the last few years, and wish An-

thony Quail, as Secretary, and 

John Pavitt, as Planning Applica-

tions Scrutineer, every success.  
 

David Wilson 
 Example of ZeroC’s (the Barracks developer)  work at Poundbury,  

near Dorchester 

The Society welcomes the resurfaced footpath through Westgate Fields 
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Cicestrian has a Grumble about Street Buskers 

Street busking is an old and fairly 

honourable way of earning a crust. 

It has been going on for centuries, 

from the days when wandering 

minstrels and bards wended their 

way from town to town across the 

country, dispensing news and mes-

sages as well as entertainment. 

The practice is probably where the 

expression 'sing for your supper' 

comes from. 
 

Chichester has had a fair mixture 

of buskers in more recent times - 

including individuals with flutes, 

harps, bagpipes, violins, cellos, 

guitars, accordions, or just the 

sound of their own unaccompanied 

voices. 
 

It's reasonable to say that the qual-

ity of the music-making has 

ranged from the good - particularly 

in the case of one violinist and of 

some young music students - to 

bad or just indifferent. 
 

 

Once sympathetic…. 
 

Up to just a few years ago, I 

viewed their efforts with a gener-

ally sympathetic eye, even placing 

the occasional coins into cap or 

basin every so often, with a feeling 

that they added a bit of colour and 

vibrancy to the local scene. 
 

But a new and seriously anti-social 

dimension has been gathering 

pace, involving the use of  

amplifiers. 
 

…. Now my opinion is trans-

formed by the noise 
 

This has transformed my opinion 

of some buskers, and it really is 

about time our local environmental 

health officers started taking an 

interest in what is going on, if they 

haven't already done so. 
 

Quite frankly, the noise created by 

some of these people is ear-

splitting. It is almost impossible to 

hold a normal conversation any-

where near them, and difficult to 

hear yourself think. 
 

Things are even worse when the 

musicians in question are in the 

'bad' or 'indifferent' classes men-

tioned above. This really rubs salt 

into the wound. 
 

I feel deeply sorry for the people 

working in nearby shops, banks, 

estate agents' offices and so on, 

especially in summer months, 

when doors and windows are open. 

To have to put up with hours of 

cacophony - and I'm afraid that 

this is what it amounts to - is pretty 

intolerable. 
 

I don't know whether the environ-

mental officers have taken noise 

measurements inside the worst-

affected shops, but I have a feeling 

the results would be pretty awful. 

This is not a call to ban the busk-

ers, merely to pull the plug on 

electronic amplifiers and allow 

some relative peace to return to the 

city centre. 
 

Another plea 
 

Finally, while I am in full com-

plaining mode, I would like to 

make another anti-noise plea as 

Christmas approaches. 
 

One of my seasonal pet hates is the 

canned festive music played at the 

Market Cross next to the Rotary 

Christmas tree. 
 

I'm all for hearing visiting choirs 

of schoolchildren or adults, and 

individual carol singers, but this 

music is no more than a tinny, 

tasteless racket. 
 

I know collections for good causes 

take place at the tree, but I think 

the organisers are doing them-

selves more harm than good by 

inflicting this on us. 
 

So let's celebrate Christmas this 

year with traditional carol  

singing, and not tacky tunes. 
 

As your Editor searched for buskers, he found only this harpist to whose de-

lightful playing  even Cicestrian could raise no objection. What he did find 

however were possibly unlicensed traders at the Cross (see next page, top 

right) about which Cicestrian may be persuaded to write in a later issue 
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May I see your licence? 

The Cathedral  

from West Street 
 

 

This photo taken in early November 

shows the much more open view 

since a diseased lime tree was felled 

earlier this year. 

 

We debated in the June 2008 News-

letter  whether all the trees should 

go as part of a scheme to remove 

the arbitrary changes of level in the 

strip of land between the carriage-

way and the Close Wall.  

 

The present balance of trees and 

opening seems to be a very pleasant 

compromise. 

 

Our Secretary  produced this  

pre-Christmas picture below of a 

busker from his extensive library 
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A Message from ChiCycle: Speed versus PeopleA Message from ChiCycle: Speed versus PeopleA Message from ChiCycle: Speed versus PeopleA Message from ChiCycle: Speed versus People    

When I conceived the idea of ChiCycle in 

January this year, a major aim was to 

make the streets safer for my children and 

by extension all vulnerable road users.  I 

quickly realized that to do this we need to 

look at the speed of the traffic on our 

streets.  It needs to become socially unac-

ceptable to speed in residential areas.   
 

This may seem an insurmountable hurdle, 

but if we were to live in Portsmouth, in 15 

other UK towns or even in much of conti-

nental Europe we would already be enjoy-

ing slower speeds.  We need to make sure 

that the decision to drive safely in resi-

dential streets is not just a knee-jerk reac-

tion to a traffic sign but an inner belief 

that this is the right thing to do.  We need 

to engage with society and have a public, 

democratic discussion about how we 

share our streets.   
 

Hence I am grateful to the Chichester 

Society for allowing 20’s Plenty for 

Chichester to publish a petition in their 

newsletter.  I hope you will feel moved to 

fill it in – whether because you want to 

encourage walking and cycling for envi-

ronmental reasons or whether you believe 

that we need to save the lives of pedestri-

ans – especially children and old people 

who are more at risk.   
 

Change in driving styles will only come 

about through debate, dialogue and de-

mocracy.  Please speak to your friends 

and ask them whether we should show 

more respect for weaker members of soci-

ety when we speed along in our armour-

plated vehicles.   
 

On 12th October Worthing Borough 

Council voted in favour of a motion for 

20mph speed limits on all residential 

roads in Worthing. There was cross party 

support with only one councillor abstain-

ing. The local 20’s Plenty for Chichester 

Group is intending to take the matter up 

with Chichester City Council in the fol-

lowing weeks and hopes to gain similar 

cross-party support.  
 

For general facts and figures on 20’s 

Plenty please see  

http://www.20splentyforus.org.uk  

or come to our Public Meeting on 20’s 

Plenty to be held in the Friends Meet-

ing House on Wednesday 16th March 

2011 at 7.45pm. 
 

We have launched our own website which 

will give people the chance to sign a peti-

tion online. Please click on  

www.20splentyforchichester.org.uk 

 to find out more. 
 

If using the form printed below please 

return your signed petition to 

13 Whyke Lane, Chichester, PO19 7UR 
 

Many thanks. 
 

Sarah Sharp 

Name Address Email address Signature 

        

        

        

        

Petition for a 20mph default speed limit in Chichester 
on all residential roads. 

 

I hereby petition WSCC to introduce a default 20 mph speed limit 
on all residential roads in Chichester  

  

I have a few observations on the  arti-

cles on cycling and pedestrianisation 

in the June 2010 Newsletter 

In the Hornet/St Pancras gyratory sys-

tem, making the Hornet part single 

lane would cause a great increase in 

holdups.  The traffic is often slowed in 

the left lane by the pedestrian lights 

but the right hand traffic can flow 

freely without there ever being a 

race.  However in St Pancras it is a 

different story and a single lane would 

make life much easier, particularly for 

those joining from the left at the be-

ginning of the gyratory. 

Referring to the Chicycle section it is 

certainly very welcome to encourage 

cycling instead of driving. However, 

for this to be acceptable cyclists must 

be severely disciplined.  Currently 

they are a menace to pedestrians as 

they weave in and out along the pave-

ments, go through red lights whether 

traffic or pelican and generally think 

that they are above the law.  For ex-

ample: a week or so back I had 

stopped at the pedestrian lights at the 

beginning of the Avenue de Chartres 

when a male and female cyclist passed 

me and dodged between pedestrians 

who were crossing.  Without number 

plates they cannot be traced.  I realise 

that this issue has been mentioned by 

Cicestrian. 

 What has not been dealt with is the 

question of access to the already fairly 

large areas of pedestrianisation.   

I have to own up to an interest here as 

North and South Streets, particularly 

East Street in the region of the Cross 

are largely inaccessible as I find it too 

far to walk without difficulty from the 

car parks.  

If the area of pedestrianisation is in-

creased we older folk will have to take 

our custom elsewhere.  It matters little 

to me as I am computer literate but 

many older citizens do not own com-

puters so cannot do internet shop-

ping.  This will drive more people to 

out of town shopping.  This will be 

destructive to our local shops.   

 Justin Howse 

  

Letter to  
The Editor    
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Please move William Please move William Please move William Please move William 
Guy’s  Memorial to the Guy’s  Memorial to the Guy’s  Memorial to the Guy’s  Memorial to the 

GuildhallGuildhallGuildhallGuildhall    

When the re-planning of Priory Park is 

being considered, the re-siting of the 

memorial to William Guy is urgent.  
 

The current journal of the Chichester 

Local History Society (number 26) has a 

fascinating article by David Hide on the 

history of this statue. He writes that in 

the early 1700s, the statue was first set 

over the water conduit in East Street and 

in 1776 it was moved to South Street, 

adjacent to the present HSBC bank. 

Later, it was dismantled and William 

Guy, the Chichester surgeon, bought it. 

On his death in 1825, he decreed that it 

should adorn the Guy family vault, 

where he was laid to rest in the cathe-

dral. 
 

After 1870 it was no longer permitted to 

inter bodies within churches or cathe-

drals. The vault was therefore sealed and 

the statue was removed by his grandson 

and presented to the Priory Park Society 

and erected there. 
 

Since 1918, when the Duke of Rich-

mond (who owned the Park) gave the 

park to the city as a war memorial, the 

statue has been owned by the District 

Council. 
 

It is in an early state of decay and at the 

mercy of the weather and vandals. It 

should be moved as soon as possible to 

the adjacent Guildhall where it will be 

safe and its restoration considered. 
 

Ronnie Brown, Chichester 

 

This is a copy of Ronnie Brown’s  

letter to the Observer which he has 

kindly given us permission to  

reproduce. David Tregear  and  

Dr. Brian Owen-Smith made the same 

proposal in our June 2008 Newsletter. 

All County Councils are periodi-

cally required to consult the public 

on their plans for improving local 

transport, and last summer the So-

ciety examined WSCC's draft  

proposals.   
 

We felt that the major transport 

issues affecting the county were 

the steadily growing traffic con-

gestion leading to delays and dan-

ger to pedestrians and cyclists, pol-

lution and damage to the environ-

ment, and not enough incentives to 

encourage people to travel other 

than by car.  

The County Council observed that 

Chichester's specific problems 

were its economic buoyancy which 

attracted commuters, shoppers and 

visitors from a wide area, and that 

further housing development in 

and around the city would add to 

the problems.  
 

The County’s proposals 

Whilst major improvements to the 

A27 Chichester bypass (proposed 

to commence in 2015) were likely 

to be amended due to a lack of 

Government finance, various short 

term proposals from 2011-16 for 

the City included: school transport 

plans; a community car club; a 

new cycle lane down College Lane 

with a safe crossing of the ring 

road at Oaklands Way; more Con-

trolled Parking Zones; variable 

electronic signs indicating spaces 

in car parks; further improvements 

at the bus and rail stations; and a 

possible park & ride car park close 

to the A27. 
 

Our suggestions 

We supported these short-term 

measures but made some further 

suggestions:  

∗ College Lane should be rele-

gated to a local access road;  

∗ vehicle-activated speed limit 

signs should be provided at lo-

cations where speeds regularly 

exceed the speed limit;  

∗  a 20mph speed limit should be 

considered for local residential 

areas;  

∗ bus services should be im-

proved in quality with increased 

frequencies and timetables at 

every bus stop;  

∗ good quality footpaths and cy-

cleways into the countryside 

should be provided to the east 

of the city;  

∗ the opening/closing of the city's 

railway crossing gates should 

be monitored and reviewed to 

reduce unacceptable delays to 

traffic;  

∗ further improvements should be 

made for easier access between 

the bus and rail stations. 
 

We also asked for a study of the 

ring road to identify ways of im-

proving safety for cyclists and  

pedestrians, with priority at the 

Northgate and Eastgate gyratories 

which many drivers treat as race-

tracks. People of all ages take their 

lives in their hands when  crossing 

to the city centre or to premises 

within the gyratories.  
 

But with ever-dwindling resources 

for local authorities, it is difficult 

to foresee much improvement, al-

though we should all play our part 

in trying to reduce our reliance on 

the private car. 

 John Templeton 

    

The WSCC’s Local The WSCC’s Local The WSCC’s Local The WSCC’s Local 
Transport PlanTransport PlanTransport PlanTransport Plan    
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On 1st January 1836, following the 

passing of the 1835 Reform of 

Municipal Corporations Act, 

Chichester had an elected Council 

for the first time. The new Council 

had a narrow Liberal/Radical ma-

jority over the Conservatives.  

The Sale 

The new Council wanted to make 

a clean break with the old regime 

and end what they saw as the ex-

cessive wining and dining that had 

characterised the previous regime. 

The Finance Committee was asked 

to consider what should be done. 

Their recommendation was that 

everything should be sold. This 

included the decanters, wine 

glasses, dinner service and almost 

all the regalia. The only items spe-

cifically not sold were the mayor’s 

snuff box, since stolen, and a letter 

seal. However, as mentioned in an 

earlier article, it is clear that the 

mayor’s ring was not sold.  

The sale was held at the Council 

House on 9th August 1836. The 

catalogue (opposite) was headed 

‘Town Council, Chichester’ and 

the items to be sold were described 

as ‘China, Glass, and other prop-

erty of the late Corporation of that 

ancient City.’ It contains a large 

number of decanters and wine 

glasses and what is described as an 

‘Elephant pattern dinner service.’ 

There was some ‘Handsome Mod-

ern Plate – engraved with the City 

Arms,’ and ‘Ancient Plate.’  

In 1810 the Chichester Corpora-

tion had spent up to £350 on pro-

viding what was described as, ‘all 

necessary items for the mayor’s 

table at the dinners he gave on 

Sessions and days of public enter-

tainment.’  

The decision to sell off the regalia 

and other items was not something 

unique to Chichester. Across the 

country newly elected councils 

Selling the Regalia and Getting Some of it BackSelling the Regalia and Getting Some of it BackSelling the Regalia and Getting Some of it BackSelling the Regalia and Getting Some of it Back 

 

Town Council 

CHICHESTER 
 

---------------------------------------------------------- 
A CATALOGUE 

 
OF THE WHOLE OF THE 

 

SILVER AND SILVER-GILT 

 

PLATE, 
(About 650 Ounces)About 650 Ounces)About 650 Ounces)About 650 Ounces) 

    

CHINA, GLASS, 
AND OTHER 

 

PROPERTY, 

Of the late Corporation of  that  Ancient City,Of the late Corporation of  that  Ancient City,Of the late Corporation of  that  Ancient City,Of the late Corporation of  that  Ancient City,    
    

WHICH WILL BE 

 

SOLD BY AUCTION 

---------------------------------------------------- 

BY MR. E. FULLER 

---------------------------------------- 
AT THE COUNCIL ROOM 

On TUESDAY, THE 9TH OF August, 1836, 

 
At TWELVE o’Clock 

 

----------------------------------------------------------- 

 

  May be Viewed (only by Catalogues at 6d. each, which may 

Be had at the Telegraph Office, Portsmouth; Herald Office,  

Brighton; or the Auctioneer, Chichester), on Monday pre- 

ceding, but not on the Morning of Sale. 

 

------------------------------------------------------  
HACKMAN, PRINTER. CHICHESTER 
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held similar sales seeking to make 

an end to the old ways of doing 

things. It has been said that the 

loss of corporation plate in 1836 

was no less disastrous than the de-

struction that had taken place dur-

ing the Civil War.   

The Mace Club 

In Chichester however not all was 

lost. A group of local business 

men, among whom the solicitor 

Robert Raper was a leading light, 

came together to form what was 

called The Mace Club to save for 

Chichester the most important 

items of the regalia, including of 

course the Great Mace. There were 

fifteen founder members, includ-

ing a number of past and future 

mayors. They subscribed for five 

one-pound shares each, agreeing to 

relinquish up to four shares each 

when called upon to do so by the 

Club in favour of additional mem-

bers.  

At the sale they bought: 
 

∗ Three pairs of curious antique 

Salts 

∗ One drinking cup, the gift of 

Mr Madgwick, 1654 

∗ Another cup given by Joane 

Barneham Weddowe 1592  

∗ Two other cups to match 

∗ A covered tankard 

∗ The silver-gilt Mace 

∗ A mahogany plate chest  

Annual dinners were held by The 

Mace Club on the 9th November 

each year, that being the traditional 

Mayor-making day; until 1853 

these were held at the Swan Inn, 

East Street.  

The members and their friends 

dined on venison, game and fruit 

provided by local noblemen and 

gentry. The Great Mace was 

placed in a frame at the head of the 

table and other items were, it is 

said, ‘also put to good use.’ The 

club elected a President annually, 

and during his term in office he 

was allowed the use of the Great 

Mace and plate ‘upon such public 

occasions as he deemed proper.’  

In 1843 there was a change of 

power on the Council with the 

Conservatives becoming the ma-

jority party and from that date the 

plate owned by The Mace Club 

reverted to its original use, each 

successive Mayor being elected as 

President of The Mace Club. 

The Deed of Gift 

In 1895 Sir Robert George Raper, 

the younger son of the Robert 

Raper mentioned above, received a 

visit from the Mayor, William 

Smith, and the Mayor elect, Ebe-

nezer Prior, who asked him to for-

mally return to the Council the ar-

ticles belonging to The Mace Club.  
 

Eventually, after protracted nego-

tiation, the items in question were 

returned to the City Council by a 

Deed of Gift which is inscribed on 

a large board in the Council Cham-

ber. The items were returned on 

condition that they ‘shall never 

under any circumstances be alien-

ated sold or exchanged or parted 

with.’  
 

In 1996 a ‘Mace Dinner’ was held 

in the Council Chamber to mark 

the hundredth anniversary of the 

return of the Great Mace and the 

other items. The guests of honour 

were Mrs Ann Griffiths of Havant, 

a direct descendent of Robert 

Raper, and John Fogden, then as 

now, the City Council’s mace 

bearer. 
 

Barry Fletcher 
 

This article concludes Barry 

Fletcher’s series on the City  

Council’s regalia. 

The Great Mace 
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Chichester Society Income and Expenditure  
Year ended 31st August 2010 compared with prior year 

BALANCE SHEET at 31st August 2010 compared with prior year 

    Aug 31 2010 Aug 31 2009 £ change 

        

 Stock of postage stamps 309  281  28 

        

 Bank deposits  16,205  15,853  352 

        

 LESS        

        

 Life members’ subs spread -1,468  -1,825  357 

        

 Prepaid Annual subs -121  -99  -22 

        

NET ASSETS  14,925  14,210  715 

         2009/10                   2008/09 


