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A Year of Paradox 
Our financial year ended on 31st  
August and our AGM is only a few 
weeks away on October 14th when the 
Secretary and I report on your  
Committee’s work over the past year.  
 

On the one hand, major developments 
have received planning permission: 
the Graylingwell project is the biggest 
the City has seen for many years.  
Substantial progress on the New Park 
and Shippams sites is described by 
David Wilson on pages 2 to 4.  
 

On the other hand we know that while 
the College wishes to make a major 
expansion it has a possibly insuper-
able hurdle in the form of funding, or 
rather the lack of it, due to govern-
ment and/or quango incompetence. It 
also has to satisfy the CDC Develop-
ment Control South Committee,  
having had its initial application 
turned down.  
 

Additionally, the developer of the Os-
borne’s site at the canal basin has 

withdrawn and progress on opening 
up the other sites in our Southern 
Gateway remains at nought, so  
redevelopment of the bus station, bus 
garage and post office sorting office 
cannot commence. 
 

The new Hindhead tunnel on the A3 
is running well over budget which 
probably puts off into the distant  
future any prospect of relief of the 
A27 bottlenecks, even if capital 
spending were not the first target of 
Government efforts to rein in public 
spending in the years ahead. The new 
District museum is to be partly funded 
from land sales which must be  
problematic, at least at the anticipated 
prices. 
 

We are likely to have a period of  
stagnation so far as major projects are 
concerned. Even Graylingwell seems 
stalled, possibly over an argument 
over a deal on developer funding of 
public facilities (under the Section 
106 requirement).  
 

While really major projects may be on 

hold, useful changes like the  
re-landscaping of Bishop’s Palace 
Gardens are going ahead. The retail 
scene, although suffering some  
casualties, is still showing vigour with 
the remodelling of what was Sadler’s 
Walk (and which  will become Little 
London Walk) and the major move of 
Boots into the former Woolworths 
site.  We also might even get a city 
centre hotel over the Post Office. 
 

The recession and the state of  
Government finances will cause  
widespread hardship for many years 
and probably delay major changes, 
but there are still developments com-
ing forward which your Society will 
evaluate carefully and support or  
oppose according to whether we think 
our objectives of preserving our  
heritage and enhancing our environ-
ment are achieved. Like all  
Cicestrians we also welcome a pleas-
ing combination of new and old; the 
traditional Mayor-making ceremony 
was held this year for the first time in 
living memory in the Cathedral. 

September 2009 Contents 
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A Planning Retrospect 
Our Secretary reviews planning applications and their fates over the past year 

The Continuing Demand for 
Housing 
 
Despite what you may have read 
about the housing market in the 
national press, Chichester seems to 
have escaped the downturn in this 
market. The scheme at Shippams is 
at the time of writing (July) 80% 
sold according to the large banner 
poster, even if they have had to 
give a little incentive by offering to 
pay legal fees and moving costs. 
Just across the way, Seward prop-
erties are making swift progress 
with the block of flats at Eastgate 
Square, with townhouses to follow 
next door at New Park – 72  
dwellings in all. 
 
 

At the same time, planning appli-
cations continue apace, both from 
developers trying to find large sites 
where 20 or 30 or more flats and 
houses can be built, to household-
ers fortunate enough to possess a 
large garden with street frontage 
where just one or two can be added 
by smaller firms of builders. 
 

Your committee keeps an eye on 
such developments. While not  
simply against building more 
houses, we have reservations about 
increasing the density of dwellings 
generally, not to mention the strain 
that extra population puts on  
infrastructure such as roads and 
sewerage. The latter is apparently 

an important restriction until more 
sewers can be laid to increase the 
capacity of delivery from north 
Chichester to the Apuldram works. 
 

Planning is somewhat in limbo at 
the moment, until a new Local De-
velopment Framework is produced 
by Chichester District Council, 
their first attempt having been 
turned down by the Planning In-
spector appointed to review it. To 
cover the interim period, CDC has 
produced a 5-year housing land 
supply assessment of prospective 
sites up to 2014, with the idea of 
directing development into areas 
which are suitable. Obviously 
Graylingwell and the Barracks 
sites feature largely in this, and 
indeed, they with a few other areas 
already identified in the first LDF 
proposal will satisfy the Govern-
ment’s demand for more housing 
in this area for at least five years. 
 

That should leave everyone know-

(Continued on page 3) 

Construction well under way on the New park site ( a view from the north) 

The new face of Eastgate: the New Park development from the south 
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ing where they stand – except that 
some applications came up before 
the land supply assessment, and 
cannot be refused retrospectively. 
Moreover, there is enough at stake 
for developers to try their luck 
even where the council is likely to 
refuse, and then take the matter to 
appeal. 
 

As a committee, we try to view 
applications on their merits, taking 
strategic gaps between Chichester 
and villages, overcrowding, pres-
sure on infrastructure and size of 
building in comparison with the 
neighbourhood into account. Since 
last writing in this newsletter a 
year ago , we have written to CDC 
to oppose developments on the  
sites itemised in the table above. 
 

We are not opposing two sites 
which were in CDC’s land survey 
– Hay Road, Kingsham (62 
houses) and Salthill Road, 
Fishbourne (20 houses), nor some 
other minor developments , for ex-
ample adjacent to the A1 electrical 
shop in Oving Road. For a review 

of development at Graylingwell 
and the Barracks, see the separate 
article. 
 

A Growing Student Centre 
 

Two other trends are worth noting. 
One is that Chichester continues to 
grow as a student centre, and  
student accommodation is  

therefore in increasing demand. 
Besides buy-to-let flats, there have 
been two specific proposals for 
dedicated student accommodation. 
Student accommodation is a  
valuable asset in bringing prosper-
ity to the city, but does bring the 
problems associated with people 

(Continued from page 2) 

(Continued on page 4) 

 

Location Date Houses + 
flats 

Reason for opposition CDC decision 

12 Brandy Hole Lane Jan 09 4 Suburbanisation of rural area Refuse 

21 Worcester Road Mar 09 1 Overdevelopment Refuse 

Bethwine’s Farm * Aug 08 200 Infrastructure and strategic gap Withdrawn 

Clay Lane/Blackboy 
Lane* 

Apr 09 18 Infrastructure and strategic gap Pending 

Church Rd, Portfield Apr 09 78 Traffic and loss of amenity Pending 

Highland Road Sep 08 2 Overdevelopment Reduce to 1 

Hunters Rest Feb 09 35 Loss of strategic gap Refuse # 

Jubilee Road Oct 08 5 Overdevelopment Refuse 

Pye Estate, Selsey Dec 08 370 Traffic approach to A27 Refuse 

Roman Way * Jun 09 4 Traffic & archaeological site Pending 

* In Fishbourne 
# Developer has now 
appealed 

    

The Hunter’s Rest site in the strategic gap with Lavant 
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who have only a temporary attach-
ment to the area. In general, your 
committee has no objection to stu-
dent accommodation in itself, but 
considers that it should not be so 
concentrated as to dramatically 
affect the lives of existing resi-
dents, and that the larger the unit, 
the more management is actively 
required. 
 
The Mainline Tavern in Whyke 
Road has received permission for 
conversion to 19 student rooms. 
We thought that was just about on 
the limit for our criteria. On the 
other hand, the proposal to build 
321 student rooms on the site of 
the old Girls’ High School seemed 
to be about 100 rooms too far, es-
pecially as there appeared to be no 
provision for managing the site nor 
for controlling parking which 
would inevitably overflow into 
neighbouring streets. Only 11 off-
street places were proposed. The 
present proposal has been refused 
by the CDC Development Control 
Committee, but is likely to re-
appear modified as both WSCC 
(who own the land) and CDC (who 
would derive revenue) are inter-
ested in promoting the scheme. 
Watch this space! 
 

Hotel Development 
 

The second trend is that the hotel 
business has recently begun to take 
the view that city centre hotels are 
now viable. Until recently there 
had been a move away from cities 
to motorway junctions, but we now 
have two proposals for Chichester 
inside the Walls. In principle, your 
committee approve of these be-
cause of the trade that they bring. 
In the case of a major extension to 
the Ship Hotel in North Street we 
do have reservations about some 
elements of the design, particularly 
a high glass tower in the Conserva-
tion Area overlooking Priory Park 
and the provision of only one park-

ing space for every four bedrooms.  
The other scheme, converting the 
Post Office building (but leaving 
the post office itself with a ground 
floor presence and not including 
the old telephone exchange) has 
been put forward by Travelodge, 
and looks quite satisfactory. 
 

In conclusion, bear in mind that 
you may have local and expert 
knowledge which could inform 
your Committee’s reaction to de-
velopment proposals. Don’t hesi-
tate to write in and add your infor-
mation! 
 

  David Wilson 
 
 

(Continued from page 3) 

Shippam Street viewed from the Walls, showing the retained Holm Oak 

Two views of the new flats  
at Shippam Street 

Foxcub at the former Girls’  
High School site 
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Trents: The Disappearing Arch 

These two photos show the situation as it existed in 
2006. The wall and arch, part of a Listed Building in a 
conservation area form a natural enclosure to a public 
drinking area, separating Trents from the public car 
park.  
 

At this point both the arch and the wall are intact and 
structurally sound. Since the new antismoking regula-
tions the yard, which also forms a public right of 
way .to South Street, is often crowded to the point 
where use of the right of way is restricted 

 
And this is what happens to a listed 
building in a Conservation Area..... 
 
In 2007 on the pretext of structural instability the wall 
was dismantled to a height of roughly four feet and 
capped with poorly laid bricks. 
 

 

2009 and even more street  
clutter....... 
 

Two years on and the unauthorised removal of the arch 
is now disguised with a larger District Council sign 
and an even larger advertising sign. 

Cédric Mitchell 
Cédric is one of our Committee  

members and a qualified architect 
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In Defence of Buses  
a personal view from Tony Dignum 

Many of us will have read the  
Observer's account of the June 3rd 
meeting of the City Council’s 
Planning Committee in which  
traffic matters were discussed. The 
official minutes of that meeting 
record that “The Chairman  
considered that within the City 
walls there should be complete 
pedestrianisation, i.e.: the removal 
of all traffic including buses from 
West Street and South Street.” 
 

Say NO to a ban on buses 
 

Such a step to ban buses would be 
a massive inconvenience to visi-
tors, tourists and residents and pre-
sent a serious disadvantage to the 
elderly, the infirm, and disabled, 
and anyone requiring use of a 
wheelchair, pushchair or shopping 
trolley. 
 

The proposed bus ban would be in 
direct contradiction to measures to 
tempt people from their cars, in-
cluding the free national bus passes 

for the over-60s so many of us en-
joy using. It would also harm city 
commerce by discouraging visitors 
and shoppers. 
 

Fortunately, the Chairman’s City 
Councillor colleagues have back-
pedalled and now state that they do 
not want a complete ban on buses 
but wish to replace the larger buses 
by small electric minibuses. These 
presumably would relay passen-
gers to and from the bus station or 
other more peripheral locations 
where conventional buses would 
continue to operate. This proposal 
overlooks the inconvenience to 
passengers of having to change 
buses and wait twice for the  
journey home. It also would  
inevitably increase the costs of  
operation for the bus companies 
who would look for reimbursement 
from either passengers in higher 
fares or from the County Council. 
The latter in turn would be forced 
to raise our council tax. The quiet-
ness of silent electric minibuses 
used in streets which pedestrians 
are continually crossing and re-
crossing could be very dangerous. 

(Continued on page 7) 

Long and short examples of the flat-floor, easy access buses  
in the Stagecoach fleet 

A newish double-decker  on the 700 coastal route  
between Portsmouth and Brighton 
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The advantages of buses 
 

The bus network represents the 
cheapest and most flexible form of 
public transport, avoiding the huge 
capital costs of a new tram net-
work or extensions to our rail lines 
while allowing services to be 
brought to any reasonably-sized 
community. Unlike trams or trains, 
buses can be fairly easily re-routed 
and increased in frequency to serve 
changing needs. The planned 
Graylingwell development will 
require additional bus services if 
the aim of limiting car use there is 
to be realised. While bus compa-
nies receive some relief from taxes 
on fuel they receive nowhere near 
the subsidy per passenger given by 
taxpayers to the railways. Yet the 
humble bus in its various forms, 
with timetables co-ordinated with 
long-distance rail and coach opera-
tions, represents our best chance of 
reducing car use in coming years. 
 

Stagecoach in the main and other 
bus companies to a lesser extent 
provide a network of services in 
and around the City (see current 
route map). We can all list  
improvements we would like to 
see, including higher frequencies 
(only the services to the Witter-
ings, Bognor and Selsey run at 15 
minute intervals, the rest every 30 
minutes except Route 54 to Peters-
field which operates only about 
every two hours!). Fares are high 
for those without a bus pass. Real-
time information at stops on bus 
arrival times is non-existent. There 
are no dedicated bus-only lanes 
and delays to buses as well as other 
traffic at the level crossings and 
the A27 roundabouts are notorious. 
Despite all these drawbacks Stage-
coach alone carries around 3 mil-
lion passengers every year in the 
Chichester area. 
 

Returning to the issue of buses in 
South and West Streets, Stage-

coach and WSCC have together 
looked at alternatives like avoiding 
South Street by having buses make 
a loop up Tower Street, along 
Woolstaplers and returning to 
West Street down Chapel Street. 
However, this has been judged to 
be not feasible on other than an 
emergency basis, mainly because 
of the narrowness of the streets and 
the tight turns required. 
 

The need for changes 
 

However, there are improvements 
that should be made in the current 
situation. As a first step, the bus 
operators should ensure drivers 
switch their engines off while sta-
tionary in West Street (the 700 
buses are particular offenders). 
Secondly, Stagecoach and other 
operators should pledge to pur-
chase low emission vehicles when 
replacing current stock. It is pleas-
ing that more new low-floor sin-
gle-deckers have been added to the 
Stagecoach fleet: both the larger 
ones for the Witterings route and 
the smaller ones for Route 55 to 
Boxgrove. These have obvious  
attractions for the elderly and those 
with pushchairs and shopping  
trolleys. 
 

In addition to smoky emissions 
some also object to the visual in-
trusion of double-decker buses 
near the cathedral. We might as-
sume that Stagecoach operate  
double-deckers because the num-
ber of passengers warrants them. 
They did not spend £2.6million on 
new double-deckers for the long-
distance Brighton to Portsmouth 
service number 700 without good 
reason. However, on more local 
routes the double-deckers rarely if 
ever seem to be fully loaded; so we 
might ask if these routes really re-
quire double-deckers or whether 
they are in use simply because they 
have not reached the end of their 
operational life.  
 

These and other issues could  

usefully be addressed by the 
Chichester Quality Bus Partner-
ship. This partnership consists of 
stakeholders from the County and 
District Councils, Stagecoach, 
Southern Rail and independent bus 
companies in the area. The aims of 
the partnership are stated to be to:  
 (i) implement and maintain 
high quality bus infrastructure, e.g. 
bus lanes and information systems;  
 (ii) understand and main-
tain an accepted level of customer 
satisfaction;  
 (iii) monitor bus punctual-
ity; and  
 (iv) increase the number of 
journeys undertaken by public 
transport.  

All this sounds good stuff and 
clearly the bus has an important 
place in meeting our future trans-
port needs; but it remains to be 
seen how effectively the County 
Council and our bus operators will 
work together to give us what we 
want:improved services and acces-
sibility, both in our city centre and 
beyond. Let’s keep urging them 
on!  

(Continued from page 6) 

20-year old double-decker on local 
route to Tesco with 17passengers. 
See F plate registration below 
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Another set of ChiSores 

You may have noticed estate agents' boards going up 
in the city centre. This is not just because shops have 
become vacant, but because the District Council did 
not renew a "Regulation 7 Order" which would pre-
vent these large and unsightly boards appearing. They 
are, at the time of writing, "unable to program this 
work in the near future" but will "progress the work if 
the opportunity arises".  
  
We think that these boards ( three examples shown at 
right) are quite unnecessary. Prospective tenants are 
going to find sites by contacting the agents concerned, 
mostly in London, and are most unlikely to take up 
vacant premises as a result of a speculative stroll 
down, say, South Street. Nor does it seem that renew-
ing 'Regulation 7' should be a major chore. 
  
At the same time we welcome imaginative decoration 
of shops which have been vacated, as at 'Fat Face', and 
hope that the City Business Manager's reported plan 
for attractive displays in temporarily blank windows 
comes to fruition. We certainly don't want acres of 
chipboard taking over the city centre! 
 

David Wilson 

  

Above: in Crane Street  Below: in East Street 

Below: in North Street Below: the former Fat Face in South Street 

 

Letters or Emails to the Editor are always welcome. Let us have your views on any 
issue in the City. Let us know your candidate for a ChiSore. If you would like to 
contribute an  article to the Newsletter, that too would be most welcome 
 

Please write to the Secretary,  
11 North Walls, Chichester PO19 1DA or email Chisoc@hotmail.com 
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A ChiSore refurbished 
 

Passing Northgate recently we were pleased to see an earlier ChiSore (March 2009 issue) has 
been refurbished, ready for letting. Hopefully this will encourage similar treatment next door! 

East Walls  
now open 

Northbound 
 
As advocated  by your Committee, 
East Walls is now operating 
northbound only. We are glad to 
see it is not very busy and no 
longer a southbound rat run. Our 
reasons for supporting a 
northbound flow that we gave in 
the September 2008 Newsletter are 
still valid, namely:  
 
(i)  If southbound traffic had been 
allowed, this would be the first recent 
decision that would have the effect of 
encouraging more traffic through the 
City Centre, just what the Society op-
poses. 
 
(ii)  The Eastgate proposals to im-
prove pedestrian access to the centre 
from the Hornet and St.Pancras, and 
to enhance the appearance of East-
gate, would be reduced in their effec-
tiveness if a new body of traffic were 

allowed to enter Eastgate from East 
Street. It would run counter to the 
intention behind the improvements to 
Eastgate.  
 
(iii)  Traffic wanting to go west from 
East Walls would frequently be 
tempted to use the rat run across East 
Street and down St. John’s Street to 
Market Avenue. The northward flow 

only in East Walls would prevent 
this. 
We have now urged WSCC to 
make the change permanent and to 
add a southbound cycle lane as the 
road is amply wide enough to ac-
commodate this. 

David Laing 
(Vice-Chairman of the Society) 



 

Registered Charity No. 268055       THE CHICHESTER SOCIETY NEWSLETTER        www.chichestersociety.org.uk                      10      



ISSUE NUMBER 162~ SEPTEMBER 2009                                   Member of the Historic Towns Forum                   11      

 

 



 

Registered Charity No. 268055       THE CHICHESTER SOCIETY NEWSLETTER        www.chichestersociety.org.uk                      12      

Back to the Romans? 
Is Chichester turning the clock 
back and returning to the Roman 
lifestyle which prevailed here 
nearly 2,000 years ago? The late 
Reg Davis-Poynter, a leading 
member of the Society for many 
years, had a lighthearted theory 
that it was, but not for the reasons 
you may think. He was not talking 
about the idea of an amphitheatre 
in Oaklands Park, the restoration 
of the Roman City Walls, or even 
the proposed permanent display of 
the Roman public baths in a new 
museum. 
 

What he had in mind was the old 
Roman vice of gluttony. Reg's  
theory focussed on the ever-
increasing number of eating and 
drinking establishments which 
have sprung up in and around the 
city over recent years.  
 

Certainly the trend has continued 
apace over recent years, and while 
the recession may have slowed 
things down a bit, and no doubt 
caused some headaches for the 
owners, the city is remarkably well 
endowed with facilities for those 

who enjoy the pleasures of the  
table. 
 

Let me say right away that there is 
nothing wrong with this. Good 
food and drink are among the 
things that make life worth living, 
and those in the business are 
merely responding to public de-
mand. But I sometimes wonder 
just how many such establishments 
a small city can sustain, even with 
the influx of seasonal visitors and 
people coming in from surround-
ing settlements. 
 

In the end, I guess, customer de-
mand will dictate the optimum 
numbers, but meanwhile one can 
only gaze in wonderment at the 
ever-increasing variety of the cui-
sine - English, Italian, Chinese, 
French, and Indian - plus a whole 
cornucopia of cafes of one sort or 
another. 
 

Restaurants are not necessarily 
stand alone concerns these days, 
either. They have sprung up in 
large stores and supermarkets 
where they once never existed, 
from Marks and Spencer’s to 

Tesco, from Waterstones Book-
shop to House of Fraser. This is 
not to mention the various pubs 
which now offer full-scale menus - 
the days of spit and sawdust bars 
are over.  
 

It is also interesting to observe the 
number of pubs transmogrified 
into restaurants - the White Horse, 
the Swan and the Wellington are 
three examples. So have some 
rather unlikely buildings - a his-
toric former theatre , a church and 
a crypt among them. Our long-
established wine merchant, Pur-
chase’s, now houses a well-
regarded restaurant. On top of all 
this, of course, there are all the 
takeaways, occupying a variety of 
premises, from a former church to 
assorted former shops.  
 

One should also not overlook the 
new eating establishments which 
have sprung up on the city's 
fringes - at the Chichester Gate 
leisure complex and in Westhamp-
nett Road, for example. And re-
member that the thespians are also 

(Continued on page 13) 

The Dining Room at Purchase’s, replacing the wine merchants 

Thai food in the traditional Suffolk 
House Hotel 
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on the bandwagon, with a gleam-
ing new restaurant at the Festival 
Theatre. 
 

The western end of St Pancras, al-
ready well supplied with eating 
establishments, almost acquired 
another one recently, in the form of 
a 'stylish' new cafe/bar, but a li-
cence application was withdrawn 
before district councillors made a 
decision. 
 

District planners can hardly inter-
vene to curb what is happening, 
and nor should they. In these tough 
economic times, with retailing se-
verely affected, anyone who can 
run a successful restaurant busi-
ness is to be commended. And in 
any case, a higher authority than 
the district council seems to be tak-
ing a benevolent laissez-faire atti-
tude towards the trend. The cathe-
dral has expanded and refurbished 
its popular Cloisters restaurant in 
recent times, creating a very attrac-
tive and popular venue, which I 
can recommend for anyone who 
hasn't been there. 
 

Maybe the message should simply 
be eat, drink and be merry. 
 

Meanwhile, there is perhaps one 
important feature that would add a 
truly Roman touch to all of this 
eating and carousing. That, of 
course, is a vomitarium. The only 
question is, of course - would it get 
planning permission? 
 

Cicestrian 

(Continued from page 12) 

Above: St. Pancras: Chock full of restaurants: though one clearly  
needs a new tenant! 

 

Below: Wests Bar in an old church in West Street 

 

And an update 
on the (Roman) 
Walls…….. 
 
The work on the Walls to be funded 
by the grant from the Heritage Lottery 
Fund will be seen to be starting this 
Autumn, though things have been 

happening behind the scenes. The 
contractors who will be making the 
repairs will be doing some prelimi-
nary drilling to establish the precise 
problem, before beginning the actual 
repairs next Spring.  
 
There will also be an archaeological 
dig in September and October behind 
the Deanery to find out how the posi-
tion of the Walls related to the town 

that existed when the Walls were 
built. There will be an Open Day 
(date to be arranged) and a regular 
time each day when the latest finds 
will be explained. At the time of writ-
ing there were still a few vacancies 
for volunteer diggers - please contact 
Andy Howard, Walls Project  
Officer, at the District Council if you 
are interested. 
(ahoward@chichester.gov.uk) 
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50th anniversary of Chichester-Chartres Twinning 1959-2009 
In 28th February 1959 in the Council Cham-
ber in North Street, the Deed of Jumelage was 
signed by the Mayors thus cementing the 
friendship between the Cities of Chichester 
and Chartres.  
 

The weekend of celebrations in early June of 
the 50th anniversary of this signing began 
with the civic welcome at the Council House 
led by the Mayor of Chichester, Councillor 
Michael Woolley greeting the Deputy Mayor 
of Chartres, M. Patrick Geroudet. Two  
primary schools now linked with Chartres 
schools (Central and Jessie Younghusband) 
entertained with songs in French and English. 
Tours of the city, the Walls and the cathedral 
were offered to our French guests, as well as 
a canal boat trip and a tour of Goodwood 
house and horse racing. Our Mayor of Chich-
ester and M. Geroudet planted a tree in Jubi-
lee Gardens to commemorate the 50 years of 
friendship and exchanges between the two 
cities.  
 

A Reaffirmation of this was signed at the 
Weald and Downland museum after maypole 
dancing. The signing was followed by a Hog 
Roast in the Gridshell building (opposite). 
The whole Exchange visit and programme 
was organised by The Friends of Chartres 
with help from City Council staff for the  
formal Civic content. 
 

On Sunday there was a civic procession to the 
cathedral for a Sung Eucahrist attended by 
many Chartres visitors and their hosts. The 
Bishop of Chartres read the gospel in French 
and his canon read his sermon in English. A 
latin “Gloria” and the presence of German 
clergy added to the international flavour. Out-
side in the streets a French market was in  
vigorous flow.  . 
 

The actual date of signing was celebrated in 
February with a special dinner where live 
links with Chartres created a special flavour. 
Chichester College baked a celebration cake 
and the Language Department later provided 
photos of the student exchange trip held each 
year with the Chartres Lycee. Pallant House 
Gallery joined in by showing the “Picassiette” 
exhibition about the special mosaic house in 
Chartres. Local schools again participated, 
this time in a competition and mosaic work-
shops. 
 

In addition to the link between the two local 
authorities, an organisation was established in 
March 1962 by Cicestrians: The Friends of 

(Continued on page 15) 

Showing our French visitors maypole dancing (the Friends’ Chairman  
(Margaret Brown) can be seen taking a photo at left) 

  Above: Councillor Woolley signs for Chichester;  
Below: M Geroudet signs for Chartres. 
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We Remember  
John Herniman  

 

John, who died on May 11th, had contrib-
uted an article on smuggling which we in-
cluded in the June newsletter. We were not 
aware of his death until after the newsletter 
had been printed and posted but now pay 
tribute to a Cicestrian who as the Observer 
wrote in its obituary on June 24th: “.. firmly 
believed in community involvement and 
there are few people who can match his ex-
traordinary record of service.”  
 

Among his favourite organisations was the 
Weald and Downland Open Air Museum. 
A friend worked out that he gave eight 
years worth of voluntary work to the mu-
seum. He was also a member of Chichester 
Canal Trust, and was always keen to pro-
mote the canal by giving illustrated talks to 
local organisations. He wrote an article on 
the canal for our newsletter in September 
2003, illustrated with his own painting and 
photos. 
 

He was a staunch supporter of the Brandy 
Hole Copse Conservation Group and in-
strumental in persuading English Heritage 
to designate the area as Chichester's first 
local nature reserve. From 1993-1997 John 
represented Chichester North Division on 
West Sussex County Council and he was a 
governor at both Chichester High School 
for Girls and Fordwater School. He was a 
member of Summersdale Residents’ Asso-
ciation and was Chairman for a number of 
years finishing in 2003. 

Chartres. Its aim was to extend the 
twinning links to encompass other 
groups within the City. Among 
the groups which twinned in the 
early days were: Football Clubs; 
Darts League Club; Hairdressers’ 
Exchange and Demonstration; 
Lycee Marceau and Chichester 
High School for Boys; Chichester 
Players and Le Cercle Comedia; 
Greyfriars Football and Sapeur 
Pompiers. The long-standing 
twinning links established by both 
the Chichester Rotary Club and 
t h e  C h i c h e s t e r  L i o n s 
Club continue to flourish with 
their counterparts in Chartres, as 
d o es  t ha t  b e t w e e n  t h e 
two Cathedrals.  Now the Univer-
sity is a new corporate member of 
the Friends and has individual 
departments intending to link with 
Chartres. I.T. links have been es-
tablished with schools in Chartres.  
 

Alongside all these institutional 
links the Friends organised the 
first adult exchanges in 1974 and 
these continue each year with 
French and English families com-
ing to stay in each other’s homes. 
These have proved very popular 
and perhaps the main reason many 
members joined. Through these 
stays in French homes, member 
families feel they are finding the 

real France. 
 

Martyn Bell, a member of our 
Executive Committee and also 
Secretary of the Friends of Char-
tres and a City Councillor, joined 
the Friends two years ago and 
during that time he, his wife and 
eight-year-old son have made firm 
friends with one family and keep 
in regular contact with them. As 
he says: “the exchange isn't like a 
holiday. If you go to France or 
elsewhere and stay in a hotel, you 
might get to know a couple of 
people but you don't get to know 
any real locals. In contrast, living 
with a family, you are eating 
home-cooked food, you are very 
much in the middle of life there, 
and it’s a really French experi-
ence.”  
 

Friends’ chairman Margaret 
Brown said: "For many people, 
the links they form with people in 
Chartres are very strong – they 
become like a second family. 
Some people like to improve their 
language skills and learn about 
each other's culture, heritage, tra-
ditions and customs, but the main 
reason is to make friends. People 
really enjoy themselves. The 
Friends of Chartres has encom-
passed lots of different groups 
across the city, including sports 
and arts groups, to help that link 

(Continued from page 14) 
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We ask the County and District Councils  
to think again about monoliths 

The Chichester Society supports the 
greater part of the County and Dis-
trict Councils’ new Streetscape 
Plan which includes paving, trees, 
tree surrounds, bollards and a 
“family of street furniture”. Exam-
ples can now be seen at Eastgate, 
Little London car park and St. Mar-
tin’s. However, there is one pro-
posal where we still urge the Coun-
cils to think again. Monoliths, as 
they call the proposed street sign-
age, are wrong, ugly, clash with 
Chichester’s character, conflict in 
material, shape and design with 
surrounding buildings, and do not 
meet the needs of shops and shop-
pers. This proposal should be with-
drawn. 
 

A recent English Heritage Report 
on conservation areas at risk in-
cluded Chichester as one of these, 
and cited “unsympathetic new ex-
tras” as one of the dangers to con-
servation areas. Monoliths are 
“unsympathetic new extras”. Per-
haps it is worth going back to first 
principles and examining the pur-
poses of signage. 

We can all agree a need for gen-
eral direction signs. In our view 
the existing fingerposts do the job 
adequately, although maintenance 
appears to have been neglected. We 
would question why remove them. 
They are popular in places with a 
historical tradition. We know they 
are not fashionable in municipal 
and design circles in other areas but 
is that an adequate reason for 
change? Fingerposts are alleged to 
be contrary to disability legislation 
as they are too high up and have 
too small print. This legislation 
does not require removal of exist-
ing finger-posts. We would recom-
mend the finger-posts be retained, 
properly refurbished, repainted in 
more legible colours and possibly 
lowered. They are well-designed 
and in keeping with Chichester. We 
dislike the monolith design as it is 
in conflict both in material, shape 
and design with the surrounding 
buildings and materials. Surely the 
painted fingerposts are more in 
keeping with CDC's own style 
guidelines? 
 

The city also needs a method of 
displaying relatively fixed  
detailed information (for exam-
ples, street plans and lists of 
shops). We are not convinced the 
monolith represents an advance on 
current provision but- restricted to 
this purpose - there may possibly 
be a case for a few monoliths in 
certain locations, certainly not 22, 
although one has to get very close 
to see what is where (as you can 
see with the Eastgate example pic-
tured here). Can the information at 
the top be read from a wheelchair?  
 

Shops off the main North/South/
West/East Street thoroughfares 
need to display often frequently 
changing information. 
 

The off main pitch traders need to 

be able to attract shoppers to their 
premises, hence the proliferation of 
A Boards. If the latter are to be re-
moved with the support of traders, 
adequate alternatives are needed. 
The monoliths are unsuitable for 
this purpose, as the writing on them 
cannot be read unless the reader is 
very close. This defeats the aim of 
showing the casual passer-by what 
shops are off the main street. The 
first example in North Street 
(above) is inconspicuous and not 
obvious to passers-by, not that we 
are suggesting brighter colours! 
 

The main rationale of the mono-
liths was that they could contain 
information about the businesses 
in side streets, and thus replace 
A-boards. It is clear from the 
specimen signs that each side street 
trader would be restricted to what 
could go on a sign about 15cm 
square, which the traders with 
some justification view as com-
pletely inadequate. This provision 
is inflexible as current offers could 

(Continued on page 17) 

Monolith displaying fixed  
information at Eastgate with 

A-Board for company 
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not be easily inserted, a vital con-
sideration for retailers in fiercely 
competitive times. The existing 
monoliths have not, as our photos 
demonstrate, persuaded traders to 
abandon A-Boards 
 

Owners of businesses just off the 
main streets are understandably 
anxious to advertise their presence. 
Retailing is a tough and competitive 
area of commerce, with high costs 
including soaring rents and hefty 
business rates. It would be unrea-
sonable just to sweep away the A-
boards and leave the traders to sink 
or swim regardless, and some alter-
native form of effective advertising 
for them must be found. 
 

We would suggest that the better 
solution would be to erect large 
wooden painted boards on the walls 
of buildings adjacent to the main 
street or, where there is no appro-
priate wall, as free standing boards 
on posts set at the end of the side 
street. These boards would have the 
names and business of the shops in 
the side street written by a sign-
writer. They should incorporate the 
city’s coat of arms. They should not 
be used as direction indicators or 
for advertisements. The boards 
would be needed only for side 
streets like Crane Street, Little Lon-
don or St. Martin's where there are 
shops. The new displays should re-
move the traders’ justification to 
have A-Boards and their removal 
should be strictly enforced by the 
County Council. 
 

There is still an opportunity to re-
think the further installation of 
monoliths and avoid an outlay of 
around £100,000, or around 
£5,000 per monolith. In these fi-
nancially difficult times, this is an 
important consideration. 
 

David Laing 
(Vice-Chairman of the Society) 

(Continued from page 16) The New Mayor:  
Councillor Michael Woolley 

Michael Woolley was educated in 
Chichester at what was then 
Bishop Otter College and later 
taught in the City. During the 
1980s he lived in London where 
he became Chairman of the Tele-
graph Hill Conservation Society 
and was instrumental in getting 
that Conservation Area  
established.   
 

He returned to Chichester in 1995 
after spending five years in  
Mexico where he campaigned 
unsuccessfully for traffic  
restrictions in the old city.   
 

He has recently retired as  
Co-ordinator of Haslar Visitors 
Group which gives advice and 
assistance to asylum seekers. The 
Mayor has made this organisation 
the Mayor’s Charity for his term 
of office.  
 

In Chichester he is a member of 
the Chichester Society, a past 
member of its Executive Commit-
tee, and has been an East Ward 
City Councillor since 2005.  He 
has contributed articles over the 

years to our Newsletter, including  
a history of Chichester’s Quakers 
and his proposals for improve-
ments at Portfield. He is an active 
Quaker 
 

Prior to becoming Mayor, he was 
previously Chairman of the City 
Council’s Planning Committee 
and served as Bailiff in 2007-08 
and then Deputy Mayor in 2008-
09. 
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Cakes and Chi: My first impressions of Chichester 
Father had driven mother and me 
in from Aldwick, as he had taxes 
to pay. After filling up at the East 
Street garage next to the Corn Ex-
change, he parked outside the 
Fleece Inn. The garage site and 
forecourt are now built over with 
a hideous 1950s building, that has 
William Hill and Phone-In on its 
ground floor, whilst The Fleece 
Inn is now Caffe Nero.  
 
We walked up East Street, then 
turned down North Pallant, 
(where in later years I would 
spend 37 years of my life) and so 
to Pallant House, where the 
'Westhampnett Rural District 
Council had its offices. Their area 
included Aldwick where my par-
ents had just bought a house on a 
new development called the Ald-
wick Bay Estate.  
 
Whilst the tax business was going 
on, I studied a glass showcase in 
the hall exhibiting specimens of 
undesirable beetles, ranging from 
woodworms to Death Watch.  
 
After that we returned to East 
Street to have tea at the Tudor 
Tearooms, which was about where 
the present day shoe shop is. All 
the cakes there were foaming with 
artificial cream, doubtless 
squeezed out of a tube, which I 
thought as delightful as the tea-
room itself.  
 
It was deeply disappointing there-
fore when my parents switched 
their allegiance to a new cafe in 
South Street next to David Greig, 
the delicatessen and food store, 
now Milletts. This new place 
boasted that all their products 
were homemade, with nothing 
synthetic. Their Madeira sponge 
cake had a real cream filling, but 
you had to eat your sponge before 
you reached the cream.  

 
Further down South Street was a 
shop called Fullers, about where 
the Chesca dress shop is now, 
which sold the most delicious 
cakes. The white icing ones were 
walnut, and the brown were 
chocolate.  
 
Chichester for me meant cakes, so 
small wonder that I loved the 
place. The cake shops have long 
since gone, but my love for the 

city remains as strong as ever.  
 

Joy Crawshaw 
 
(Joy is one of our two Vice-
Presidents, joining the Society 
soon after its foundation. You 
would enjoy Joy’s autobiography 
of her childhood  “A Bit of a Hoo-
ligan”, as I have. TD) 

 

East Street in the 1930s looking towards the Cross:  the original  
photograph was restored by life member David Anstis and kindly  

supplied by him  
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THE CHICHESTER SOCIETY 
Notice is given of the Annual General Meeting of the Society  

to be held on Wednesday 14th October 2009 at 7:00pm 
 in the Upstairs Assembly Room, North Street, Chichester (with access available by lift) 

 

Retirements have created 
some vacancies on your Com-
mittee and we invite you to 
put yourself forward now for 
election at the upcoming 
AGM.  
 

You are welcome whether you 
have relevant professional ex-
pertise or are an able generalist 
with a love of our city, good 

judgement, and a team player with a gift for express-
ing ideas clearly and effectively. As a Committee 
member you would join us at 7pm on the first Tues-
day of each month (except August) for about 2 hours. 
Any further commitment is up to you.  
 

If you are interested, or if you know someone who 
could be, please contact our Chairman,  
Tony Dignum, on 538585 or our Hon. Secretary, 
David Wilson, on 536725. 

The constitution requires that the 
members of the Executive Com-
mittee (16 places) and the Chair-
man, Vice Chairman, Hon. Secre-
tary and Hon. Treasurer are elected 
at each A.G.M.  
 

Nominations in writing, supported 
by a seconder and with the con-
sent of the nominee, are therefore 
requested. They must be received 
by the Hon. Secretary, David Wil-
son, at his address below, 14 days 
before the date of the meeting (i.e. 
by Wednesday 30th September,  
2009). A nomination form is at-
tached below. Please provide 
similar information for any other 
nominations. 

 

In addition to the elections, the 
Officers will present their Reports. 

Members will be encouraged to 
put questions and initiate discus-
sion after each of the  Reports. 
 

A list of nominations received and 
details of any motions received 
will be sent by post to members as 
soon as possible after nominations 
close unless no positions are con-
tested and no further motions are 
submitted. 
 

Prior to the elections the Meeting 
will discuss and decide on  a Reso-
lution from the Executive  
Committee as set out below: 
 

“In accordance with rule 10.1.1., 
this General Meeting agrees that 
the restriction of the term of  
office of the Chairman to five 
years shall be waived for one 
year in respect of Tony  

Dignum.” 
 

After the formal business is 
complete a glass or two of 
wine or soft drink and light 
refreshments will be served.  
 

At about 8:30pm, after this 
interval, Richard William-
sonwill give a talk on  
Kingley Vale 
 

 
By order of the Executive  
Committee    
 

David Wilson,  
Hon. Secretary,  
11 North Walls,  
Chichester,  
PO19 1DA 
August 24th 2009 

 CHICHESTER SOCIETY  
 NOMINATION FORM  2009 
  

 

Please cut out this form and send it to :- 
 David Wilson, Hon. Secretary, 11 North Walls,  
 Chichester, PO19 1DA to reach him by 30th September,  
2009     

 TITLE OF OFFICE  

 NOMINEE'S NAME IN  
 BLOCK CAPITALS 

 

 NOMINEE’S ACCEPTANCE        (SIGNED) 
 

 

PROPOSER (SIGNED)  

 SECONDER (SIGNED)  
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THE CHICHESTER SOCIETY 
Registered Charity No 268055 
Registered with the Civic Trust 

T  01243 536725  E chisoc@hotmail.com 
 

Patron: The Mayor of Chichester 
President: David Goodman 
Vice-Presidents: Joy Crawshaw and Ken Newbury 
Chairman: Tony Dignum 
Vice-Chairman: David Laing 
Secretary: David Wilson  
Treasurer: vacant (Chairman acting as Treasurer) 
Members of the Executive Committee:  

  Martyn Bell, Madeleine Keene, Cédric Mitchell, 
 John Pavitt, Bill Sharp, Jean Symons, and John 
Templeton  

 

MEMBERSHIP 
 

Annual Membership: £5 by Standing Order; 
£7 by cheque 
Under-18s: £2.50 
Joint Membership (double): £8.00 by Standing 
Order; £10 by cheque 
Corporate membership: £100.00 (one-off payment) 
Life Membership (60 and over): 
 £75 single; £ 100 joint 
 

Applications for membership and annual  
subscriptions to the  Chairman, Highgate House, 
West Broyle Drive, Chichester  PO19 3PP 
(01243 538585) 

 
 

The Newsletter is published by The Chichester Society 
and printed by PurCoprint,  

1a Upper Redlands Road, Reading RG1 5JJ 
 

Editor: Tony Dignum 
Editorial Sub-Committee: Tony Dignum, Bill 
Sharp and David Wilson 
Advertising : Martyn Bell (01243 839704) 
Letters to the Editor to the Secretary,  
11 North Walls, Chichester PO19 1DA 

 

Neither the Editorial Sub-Committee nor the Society 
necessarily subscribe to the views expressed by our 
contributors, but we believe that all shades of  
opinion should be expressed in this newsletter. The 
Editorial Sub-Committee reserves the right to edit as 
necessary any submitted articles and letters.  

Books, 

 

The Newsletter is printed on 
Nine Lives recycled paper 

 

Please give us your Email Address 
We asked you for your email ad-
dresses in our last issue. Thank 
you if you are one of the 90 mem-
ber households who have already 
responded. 
 
With expensive postage rates it is 
becoming even more important to 
save postage costs where possible.  
 

Increasingly, organisations like 
ours communicate with their 
members by email.  
 

To write to all members now costs 
of the order of  £170 (at the sec-
ond class, small rate), whereas an 
email is free. 
 

An immediate application would 
be subscription reminders; an-
other would be meeting notices. 
We do not propose to email the 
newsletter because of its file size 
and we believe the hard copy 

gives you a quality product. 
 

We would like to build up 
our file of members’ email 
addresses and would appreci-
ate you advising us of yours 
if you have not already done 
so by sending an email to  
 
chisoc@hotmail.com 
 
Rest assured that your email 
address will not be passed on 
to any other organisation or 
person and will be used 
solely for communicating 
with you on ChiSoc matters. 

ChiSoc joins 
the Historic 
Towns Forum 
 

Your Society has been registered 
for many years with the Civic 
Trust and paid an annual member-
ship subscription. However, the 
Trust went into administration in 
April this year following the loss 
of the Green Flag award scheme it 
ran on a contract from central 
government. There is an effort 
called “The Civic Society Initia-
tive” to attempt to recreate a new 
umbrella organisation for civic 
societies which we have sup-
ported with a £100 once-off  
donation. 
 

As the Initiative may not succeed 
we decided to join the Historic 
Towns Forum (HTF) – formerly 
English Historic Towns Forum 
(EHTF)- for a modest annual sub-
scription of £60. HTF has been 
supporting professionals working 
in the historic built environment 
since 1987.  The Forum’s events 
and publications focus on peren-
nial and topical issues, drawing 
together practitioners across the 
disciplines and sectors.  This  

collective then offers a strong 
platform from which to lobby  
policy makers on behalf of his-
toric towns and cities.  The main 
areas include: the Public Realm, 
Conservation, Regeneration,  
Retail, Tourism and Transporta-
tion Management.   
 

HTF, through its Membership and 
Partnership schemes, offers  
everyone with an interest in the 
historic towns and cities of UK 
and Ireland an opportunity to  
exchange and develop ideas, and 
facilitates exchange with  

European colleagues. 
 

Sam Howes,  Deputy Chief Ex-
ecutive of Chichester District 
Council, is Chair of HTF and its 
Annual Conference and AGM are 
being held in Chichester this year 
from 21st-23rd October. 
 
 Further details can be found on 
the HTF’s website at:  
 

www.historictownsforum.org.uk/ 


