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  THIS ISSUE :  ... 

T H E  C H I C H E S T E R  S O C I E T Y 
  

NewsletteNewsletteNewsletterrr   

 INSIDE THIS ISSUE: Gravel �CFT �South Downs National Park�Museum�Gardening and more 

A Very Happy Christmas to All Our Readers 
 

… and Join with us in Meeting the Challenges of 2008! 

At our Annual General Meeting on October 17th, our 
Chairman Tony Dignum outlined the challenges facing 

the City and Society in the coming year:-. 
 

1. To fight against even more new housing being in-

cluded in the CDC’s revised Local Development 
Framework (the first version having been rejected by the 

Government Inspector) as a result of the Government 

threat to increase its requirements as part of a revised 
regional structure plan. These houses would be on top of 

the 46,500 over 15 years already required by the County 

plan, a very worrying state of affairs.  
 

2. To ensure that possible schemes for the Royal Mail  

sorting office and bus station and bus garage sites  
enhance our Southern Gateway. 
 

3. To win the fight to Save St Richard’s. 
 

4. To have the County Council reject the present applica-

tion for gravel extraction to the north-west, with its pro-
posed intolerable heavy lorry traffic through the City.  
 

5. To ensure there are adequate complementary  

measures to direct and control traffic to and from the 
A27, to accompany the much delayed proposed A27 

improvements, now scheduled at the earliest for 2015. 
 

6. As active members of the CDC’s North East Chich-

ester Forum, to seek the most appropriate development 
of the barracks and Graylingwell. 
 

7. To achieve the best possible outcomes for the  

Buttermarket redevelopment and the re-sited District 

Museum. 
 

8. To critically review and comment on new planning 
applications to ensure we preserve the best of our city. 

We are particularly concerned to oppose excess develop-

ment, whether in Summersdale, King’s Avenue or any-
where else in the City. 
 

The Chairman said those big challenges to us all are 

just some of the reasons why our Society is needed 

more than ever. We will continue to rise to each of 

these challenges and, for each of them, work in part-

nership with any organisations that share our  

objectives. 
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WHATEVER HAPPENED TO …GRAVEL? 
You will remember that the question of re-opening 

and extending the old gravel diggings around Hunters 

Race was first aired in 

May, and some of you may 

have been lulled into a 

false sense of security, 

thinking that the project 

had been quietly dropped. 

Not so! 
 

The objections and objec-

tors are now beginning to 

come together under the 

umbrella of RAGE 

(Residents Against Gravel 

Extraction). This organisa-

tion held its first public 

meeting at the end of Sep-

tember, with 90 people 

braving a wet and windy 

evening to pack out St  

Michael’s Church Hall in 

Summersdale. The issues 

raised are: 
 

• Whether gravel should 

be worked at all in an 

area so close to the 

statutory Area of Out-

standing Natural Beauty, 

which may shortly be-

come a National Park. 
 

• Whether this site should 

be exploited when there 

appears to be no alterna-

tive to removing the 

gravel by frequent 

heavy lorry movements 

through Chichester (40 

each way each day for 

14 years); when the pits 

were previously worked, 

WSCC required gravel 

to be moved by train. 
 

• The amount of noise 

pollution which would 

be caused by processing, 

including crushing 

stone, on site; and also 

light pollution by win-

ter afternoon working. 
 

• The destruction of the ‘strategic gap’ designed to 

prevent Lavant becoming a suburb of Chichester. 
 

• The lack of enforcement by WSCC of planning 

conditions on existing 

gravel pits, which means 

that the number of permit-

ted lorry movements is be-

ing regularly exceeded. 
 

• Potential vibration dam-

age to road foundations, 

and even to house founda-

tions where there are older 

houses close to the lorry 

route, as in Spitalfield 

Lane. 
 

Traffic congestion from 

Oaklands Way out to Port-

field, with heavy lorries 

having to negotiate narrow 

roundabouts – and already, 

in one recent incident, an 

ambulance trying to get to 

St Richards was signifi-

cantly delayed. 
 

The WSCC Planning hear-

ing has been put off until 

January or February as 

there have been so many 

objections from so many 

people and organisations 

like ourselves.  
 

This gives you time to 

write to the WSCC Plan-

ning Department at 

County Hall (f.a.o. Mr 

Neave). The more inde-

pendently written letters 

there are, the more the 

Councillors on the planning 

committee have to take no-

tice. So pick the points 

above which most interest 

you, and write in! 
 

Further information from 

chi-rage@hotmail.com , 

or if you can display a  

poster, please contact Sue 

Spooner  on 01243 528467.
    
    

   

      David Wilson 

The proposed Hunters Race site 

Lorry breakdown impedes traffic, 
including an ambulance, in Spitalfield Lane (taken by 

Bill Tarry of RAGE) 

A possible future: a Tarmac plc truck rumbles past the 
old Royal West Sussex Hospital 
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The March and Rally to Save St. Richard’s Hospital on October 27th 

Chisoc estimated the crowd as 14,000: a magnificent response to the call to save  

key services at St. Richard’s, including A&E and Maternity 

Forming up at the College Marching down Avenue de Chartres 

In West Street (our Chairman at centre front with 

placard) 

In North Street 

Arriving in Priory Park The Gathering in Priory Park 

Photos by David Wilson (except West Street by Chisoc member Sheila Walker) 
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The Proposed South Downs National Park: an Update 

The Chichester Society is affiliated to the South 

Downs Campaign and has long supported the fullest 

protection of the South Downs as a National Park.  

At the public inquiry in 2004 we formed the Chiches-

ter Sub Group with the City Council, Funtington and 

Lavant Parish Councils, Summersdale Residents’ As-

sociation and the Brandy Hole Copse Group.  
 

This Group presented the case for drawing the 

National Park boundary close to the edge of the 

City on its western, northern and eastern sides. 
 

The long awaited report of the Inquiry Inspector was 

published on 2 July 2007. Whilst he has recom-

mended that the South Downs should become a Na-

tional Park, he has rejected numerous areas, including 

all those for which we had pressed, and north of 

Chichester he has proposed that the National Park 

boundary should run along Trumley Lane, from West 

Stoke to Mid Lavant. 
 

However this is not yet the end of the story.  As a re-

sult of revisions to National Parks legislation made 

by the Natural Environment and Rural Communities 

Act 2006 (the NERC Act) and of legal judgements 

relating to land in the New Forest National Park, a 

further consultation took place from 2 July to 24 Sep-

tember into new issues which need to be addressed.  
 

In the light of responses received, the Secretary of 

State has announced that the public inquiry will 

be reopened on 12 February. 
 

We examined the reasons why the Inspector rejected 

the areas around the City and regretfully decided that 

there were no new issues likely to make him change 

his mind. relating to land to the north and the east of 

the City.  But for the land to the west and north west 

there was a glimmer of hope. 
 

Section 59 of the NERC Act clarifies the criteria for 

designating National Parks regarding wildlife, cul-

tural heritage and opportunities for the understanding 

and enjoyment of the area’s special qualities, and 

Section 99 makes it clear that the fact that agricul-

tural land, woodland and parkland is obviously man-

made is no bar to its being treated as being an area of 

outstanding natural beauty (and thus eligible for in-

clusion within a National Park). 
 

Much of the land to the north and south of the B2178 

Chichester to Funtington road comprises a tract of 

parkland, pasture and woodland which the Inspector 

agreed was a rural and largely tranquil landscape. 

Whilst he accepted that it provided important open-

air recreational opportunities within easy reach of 

Chichester, he felt that it could not be included within 

the National Park because of its ‘poor connectivity’ 

to the chalk Downs to the north, due to the presence 

of former mineral workings between it and the 

Downs and to possible further mineral workings. 
 

We accept that the mineral land around Hunters Race 

(Continued on page 5) 

Inspector’s 

Line 

Inspector’s 

Line 

Trumley Lane 

Area Chisoc 

wishes to be added 
A27 

Inspector’s 

Line 

This map is best viewed in colour.  Available through the Issues Section at www.chichestersociety.org.uk  
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fails to meet the National Park criteria, so we have redrawn our 

boundary to exclude this open land. Thus we emphasise that the con-

nectivity between the countryside west of the City is to the downland 

villages of East and West Ashling and Funtington (which the Inspec-

tor has accepted should be within the National Park) rather than to the 

slopes of the Downs immediately to the north of Hunters Race. 
 

At the outset of the lengthy process to identify a possible boundary for 

the National Park the Government’s landscape advisors, the Country-

side Agency, observed that ‘between West Ashling and Chichester lies 

an area of attractive landscape comprising remnant parkland and farm-

land with attractive villages which reflect downland character.’   
 

It is this countryside, around Salthill, Northlands, Sennicotts, 

Oakwood and Densworth (known collectively as the ‘Dukeries’) 

which we feel strongly should be included within the South Downs 

National Park, linked culturally, historically and visually with the 

downland villages. 
 

To understand this ‘connectivity’ with the Downs, one only has to pic-

ture the journey from South Harting to Chichester down the beautiful 

Ems Valley, through the flint-and-brick villages of Compton, West 

Marden, Walderton, Funtington and East Ashling, then along an ave-

nue of ancient woodland around West Broyle, past Brandy Hole 

Copse, until the sudden appearance of the spire of Chichester cathe-

dral marks the dramatic entrance to the City itself, with nothing to of-

fend the eye throughout the journey.   
         (Concluded at top of next column) 

(Continued from page 4) 
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and TAXATION 

BUSINESS PLANS and 
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 and BUSINESS SERVICES 

 

First Half-Hour Consultation Free 
 

93 ALDWICK ROAD,  

BOGNOR REGIS 

PO21 2NW 

Telephone (01243) 861521 

Mary Corell 
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Courses at all levels are held at 

Fernleigh, 40 North St, Chichester 
 

Come and learn the language  
in the language 

 

ENQUIRIES: 01243 513146 

Letter to the Editor:Rolls Royce 

I was more than surprised to see a double page spread in our September Newsletter 

for the Rolls Royce Motor Company, also known as BMW. Was this a news item or 

just another clever PR placement by our friends up at Goodwood? As far as I can 

recall, Rolls Royce haven’t contributed anything to our campaigns on conservation or 

the general weal of the City. Aren't we supposed to be supporting small businesses 

and greener subjects?  

  Yours enquiringly  

  A Member. (Name and address supplied)  
 

The Editor replies: 
 

The two-page spread from Rolls-Royce Motor Cars was inserted at our request and 

was part of a series featuring important institutions for Chichester. We invited  

Pallant House to provide a two page spread in our June 2007 issue and we have 

asked the Festival Theatre to contribute similarly to this issue. 
 

Whether Rolls-Royce has “contributed anything to our campaigns for conservation 

or the general weal of the City” is controversial and  I can give only my personal 

(not necessarily Chisoc’s) opinion that the answer is definitely “yes”.  
 

They have provided around 600 jobs, surely a benefit, and this figure is set to  

increase by several hundred more over the next two years within the existing build-

ing. The factory is virtually invisible from passing roads and from the Trundle, not 
surprisingly as it has a sedum plant-covered roof, surrounding berms or embank-

ments, and over 400,000 trees and shrubs. Rolls-Royce has set a new target to recy-

cle 75 per cent of all waste materials generated at the factory by the end of this year.  
 

The company sponsored the Pallant House reopening and is a Gold member of the 

Sussex Wildlife Trust. It also sponsored a “Go Wild at Rolls-Royce” competition 

which invited children from primary schools in West Sussex to design a wildlife gar-

den. Not a bad record. Having a favourable view of the Company’s contribution  

does not prevent one also supporting small businesses and green issues. TD 

 

We have made our written sub-

mission and have asked to be per-

mitted to present our case at the 

reopened  public inquiry in 2008. 
   

   

  John Templeton 
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The Prospect for Tower Street : The Proposed New District Museum 

The District Council intends to provide more space 

and improved facilities for the District Museum in 

Chichester, a major enhancement to the City’s facili-

ties which we can welcome warmly. The space avail-

able for the museum would be approximately twice 

that in the present premises, including a display of 

the Roman  Baths remains at basement level. 
 

‘Concept Proposals’ were exhibited in October. The 

Chichester Society’s Executive Committee has since 

discussed the proposals in detail.  

The proposed site is on the existing public car park in 

Woolstaplers, where the remains of the Roman Baths 

can be an integral part of the museum. The location 

close to the Cross and Cathedral will be convenient 

and attractive to residents and to visitors to Chiches-

ter.  

Developing this site provides an opportunity to re-

store the line of the street front to Tower Street and 

Woolstaplers. At an early stage in the project, the 

Council invited public comment and it has since 

asked the design team for a number of changes.  The 

Society hopes that consultation will continue as the 

design is developed.  

Two Options 

Two designs were exhibited. One extended the full 

height to the southern boundary of the site. The sec-

ond reduced the second gallery floor to match the 

roof ridge of the house immediately to the south. 

There does not appear to be any significant advantage 

for this option, which would require the museum to 

extend to the north and reduce the area for residential 

development.  

The museum itself would contain three galleries 

above street level on Tower Street. Service access to 

the museum and the Army and Navy Store would be 

provided along the eastern boundary of the site 

The architect has been required to reduce the net cost 

of the project by designing apartments for sale along-

side the museum. The Council expects to attract a 

private developer to build these, to provide a capital 

receipt available to offset the cost of the museum. 

Both options provide for 32 apartments, rising to five 

floors above street level in Tower Street and Wool-

staplers. The five apartment floors would rise to the 

same height as the museum as the individual floors 

would each be of less height than in the museum.  

The Frontage 

The museum frontage would be 

largely blank above the ground-

floor level with windows to light 

an education area and to provide 

views out of the galleries. At 

ground floor level there would be 

large windows at the entrance to 

allow the public to see into the 

Roman Baths.  

The apartments would have a 

regular pattern of windows from 

the ground-floor to the second-

floor, which would allow the de-

veloper to modify the plans for the 

individual apartments within this 

pattern. The third (now top) floor 

would be set back above the floor 

below to reduce the visual impact 

on the streets.  

The current proposals do not in-

clude details of the external treat-

ment of the buildings but a palette 

of materials was shown on an ex-

hibition panel. These echoed the 

materials used in the area and 
(Continued on page 7) Option One : View along Tower Street  
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those selected should be of high 

quality and harmonise with Tower 

Street.  

The Council Asks for 

Changes 

Following public comments the 

Council has asked the architect to 

reduce the residential block  to 

four floors (25 apartments).  

The Council has also asked the ar-

chitect to provide basement park-

ing under the apartments.  The 

Chichester Society had allowed for 

the loss of public parking on the 

Woolstaplers site in its proposals 

to “Contain the Car and Reclaim 

the Streets” (Newsletter 152, 

March 2007) . 

Four Concerns 

♦ The proposal to build the 

museum and residential develop-

ment higher than the houses in 

Tower Street and Woolstaplers would significantly 

affect the character of an already much changed area 

and affect views of the Cathedral from viewpoints to 

the north. Clearly, if it were not necessary to offset 

the cost of the museum with apartments, the museum 

building could extend over more of the site and be 

confined to two storeys. 
 

♦ There is a relatively wide space between the 

eastern face of the current proposals and the western 

face of the BT building next door. There could be an 

opportunity to negotiate with BT’s developer to re-

consider this space and to provide a combined service 

access – with possibly a shared ramp down to under-

ground car parking. 
 

♦ It is not certain how the residential develop-

ment will be realised. If it were sold as a develop-

ment opportunity with safeguards, such as a clear de-

sign brief, it would still be difficult to ensure that the 

developer maintained the quality of detail envisaged 

by the Council. It would be advantageous if the 

whole development could be under unified control 

through a pre-development agreement with a devel-

oper to ensure that the Council and its architect retain 

full control.  

♦ The lack of a consistent design approach for all  

 

the development sites in the north-west quadrant.  

The Society’s Submission 
 

While the Chichester Society welcomes the changes 

requested by the Council, it also  has asked for: - 
 

• Consultation with the neighbouring residents in 

detail.  

• Negotiation with BT to make the best use of the 

service areas between the sites, including access to 

underground parking for the proposed apartments on 

both sites. 

• Steps to ensure that the whole development can 

be completed in accordance with a single approved 

design and to the highest standards. 

• Public consultation during the development of 

the design.  

• Consultation to reduce the risk of disruption 

during construction.  

• A consistent design approach to vacant and re-

developed sites in the north-west quadrant and for 

careful consideration for the future of the museum’s 

existing building in Little London. 

John Pavitt 

(Continued from page 6) 

Option Two: View along Tower Street  

Photos: with permission from Keith Williams Architects and RLF 

A model of the concept proposals is now on display in the District Museum. 
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Turnaround at the Festival Theatre  
by Jonathan Church, Artistic Director 

It is almost two years ago to the day that I received the 
phone call asking me to take on the post of Artistic Direc-

tor at Chichester Festival Theatre.  
 

It wasn’t a decision to be taken lightly.  
 

Chichester has always been a unique theatre. Built in the 

1960’s, not by local or national government but by the 
local community, it flouted the national trend. The theatre 

they built had 1400 seats, twice the size of most producing 

theatres constructed in major cities up and down the coun-
try.  They then persuaded Laurence Olivier to be its first 

Artistic Director and…. the rest is history! It quite simply 

became one of the most important theatres in Britain. 
Overnight!   
 

For nearly 40 years this remarkable theatre, without any 

significant public subsidy, continued to produce work of 

an astonishing quality that managed not only to satisfy 
local audiences but give the theatre a national and interna-

tional reputation. However, by the beginning of the 21st 

century things in Oaklands Park were not looking quite so 

rosy. Despite continued success, the theatre was feeling 
the pinch. Costs were rising, the theatre was running all 

year round and audience numbers began to fall. 
 

For the first time public subsidy was introduced into the 

mix and after some initial one-off investments to stop the 
theatre closing, a strategic decision was taken by the Arts 

Council and both West Sussex County and Chichester 

District Councils to provide regular funding to the organi-
sation to stabilise it and to ensure its long term future.  
 

This resulted in a re-focusing of the work back to the sum-

mer festival, a reduction in autumn and winter program-
ming and therefore a reduction in the staffing. The result 

was a renewed artistic vigour provided by bold artistic 

direction, ensemble companies and themed repertoire sea-

sons. Chichester was back on the map. Financially though, 
things hadn’t improved. Audiences had continued to 

dwindle and, as I received the phone call, the theatre was 

on the brink of being forced to cease trading. 
 

So the decision I had to make was related to whether 

Chichester, a theatre built to operate independently and 

commercially, could be made to work in the subsidised 

sector and still retain the scale of audiences that the (now 
1200 seat) Festival Theatre and 284 seat Minerva demand.  
 

There were two things that made me believe it was possi-

ble. Firstly, I had been coming to Chichester to see work 

for the best part of 20 years, so I knew first hand that the 
work that had been created here in the past was of a stan-

dard to rival any other subsidised company in the country 

and, secondly, I believed that the audience that still came 
to the theatre was one of the best audiences in the country 

- theatre literate, passionate about drama and the theatre, 

and not afraid to praise or be critical of the work, and most 

importantly willing (I hoped) to be wooed back if the pro-
gramme were carefully chosen. 
 

So, with some trepidation I accepted the challenge and set 

off two years ago with my partner in crime Alan Finch 
(Executive Director) to re-model the work of the theatre to 

secure audience support and stabilise the finances. 
 

(Continued on page 9) 

The New Image Festival Theatre ( photo by Alberto Arzoz) 



ISSUE NUMBER 155 ~ DECEMBER 2007   9      

 

Our Key Decisions 
 

There were 3 key decisions we made to alter the way the 
work was presented.  

♦ During July and August work should still play in 

repertoire so that if a visitor to Chichester came to stay for 
a long weekend they could see three or four different 

plays. Before and after this repertoire we would create 

‘book ends,’ short 4 week runs of plays that, because of 
the brief time they were here, could be exploited commer-

cially beyond the theatre or attract a calibre of actor who 

might not be able to give several months.  

♦ We also decided that, as ‘star’ names had always 
been part and parcel of what had made Chichester attrac-

tive, we would actively seek to work with actors at the 

very top of their profession.  
♦ Decision three was to re-introduce a more varied 

programme of visiting work in the autumn to provide local 

and regional audiences with better provision. 
 

During the first year this recipe worked very well for us. 
In the Festival theatre our ‘book ends’ were Penelope 

Keith in ENTERTAINING ANGELS  and PRAVDA 

which went on to Birmingham Rep. In between we had 
the musical CAROUSEL playing in repertoire with the 

two parts of NICHOLAS NICKLEBY. The Minerva com-

plemented this with 4 productions. This rich mix won us 

increased audiences and a good degree of critical acclaim 
and in turn the finances began to sort themselves out.  
 

The strength of this first year led us to be able to put to-

gether an incredible programme for 2007 including a new 

play THE LAST CONFESSION with David Suchet in the 
leading role MACBETH with Patrick Stewart OFFICE 

SUITE with Patricia Routledge and a revival of NICHO-

LAS NICKLEBY prior to a national tour. 
 

Once again the season turned out to be a success with both 
audiences and critics. Much of the work went on to have a 

further life. OFFICE SUITE toured nationally, THE 

LAST CONFESSION toured and then ran in the West 
End, NICHOLAS NICKLEBLY tours Britain and is in the 

West End for Christmas before visiting Toronto for 8 

weeks in the spring. MACBETH is in the West End and is 

bound for New York. 
 

Lessons Learned 
 

So, what have we learned from these two years? Most im-

portantly we have learned that, as we suspected, our audi-

ence is our greatest asset and that the work we produce 
and present must be made with them firmly in mind. I be-

lieve we have also discovered that a theatre like ours can 

operate successfully in a world that is both subsidised and 

commercial. With our audiences’ support AND our sub-
sidy we can invest in work of the scale and quality that we 

have done, creating a cultural asset we can all be proud of 

not only for Chichester and West Sussex but for the na-
tion.  

(Continued from page 8) 

 

“Nicholas Nickleby” ( photo by Robert Day) 

“Macbeth” (photo by Manuel Harlan) 
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At our AGM on October 17th, Mr. Rick Travis, Chairman of the Chichester Ship Canal 

Trust,  gave an informative talk on “the  Canal past, present and future and its contribution 

to the city.” A few of his slides are shown here. The exciting news he gave is that West Sus-

sex County Council have commissioned detailed design studies of the means to remove two 

of the three obstacles to through navigation of the Canal, namely the culverts under the 

B2201 and the A286. 

The Chichester Canal 

The Past: a typical sailing barge from the 

early days of the canal, used mainly for 

bringing timber from the sea to  

Chichester basin.  

The Present: showing blockage to  

navigation caused by the culvert  

under the A286.  

The Future? Sketch showing design study 

for a raised lock to allow navigation under 

the A286 Birdham Road at Cutfield Bridge. 

The culvert seen in the picture at top right 

is shown as converted to a pedestrian and 

cycle way. 

The Future? Sketch showing  design study 

for a lift bridge where the canal is  

currently blocked by a culvert under  

the B2201 Selsey Road at Crosbie Bridge. 
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The Chairman’s Report to the 2007 AGM  

Our Major Activities in the Past Year 
 

Committee member David Laing has played an active part 

in WSCC-led discussions on traffic management and road 

layout in the Eastgate area. He has urged strongly that 
Priory Park should retain its character of peaceful, semi-

rural calm. He has led planting plans for Bishop’s Palace 

Gardens. 
 

Vice-Chairman David Wilson has assiduously lodged  
reasoned objections to selected, unsatisfactory planning 

applications. His work has led to a heartening number of 

positive responses from CDC or the developer concerned. 

I am very pleased that he has agreed to take over from Bill 
as our Secretary. Martyn Bell has kindly agreed to become 

our Vice-Chairman and continues to manage our advertis-

ing. He is also our representative on the Goodwood Cir-

cuit Consultative Committee. 
 

Chisoc influence on the Chichester Conservation Area 

Advisory Committee has come from three of our Com-

mittee members, namely John Templeton, David Wilson 
and Michael Woolley.   
 

John Templeton has represented us on the South Downs 

Campaign in pushing for a National Park boundary closer 

to the city. I have represented Chisoc on the CDC’s 
Southern Gateway Forum that is concerned with the 

canal basin and surrounding potential development sites 

like the bus station. 
 

John Templeton is representing us on the new North East 
Chichester Forum concerned with the redevelopment of 

the massive Graylingwell & Barracks sites. He will be 

setting out our ideas in a development brief 
 

We are working with RAGE (Residents against gravel 
extraction) in opposing aspects of Tarmac’s application 

for gravel extraction south of Lavant and north-west of the 

city. We are particularly concerned at the proposed rout-
ing of gravel trucks down Broyle Road and Spitalfield 

Lane through the City 
 

We have also responded to consultations on the major 

planning frameworks which are the responsibility of the 
CDC, WSCC and the South-East Regional Assembly, in 

particular the CDC’s Local Development Framework or 

LDF. We have proposed that the extra housing on 

greenfield land be around outlying villages, not in the city 
in Greenfield areas adjacent to the existing building line, 

e.g. just west of Centurion Way.  
 

We have continued to support the campaign to save St 
Richard’s Hospital.  
 

Containing the Car 
 

We are concerned at the impact of rising traffic on the city 

and on our quiet enjoyment of it. We have put forward 
radical and detailed proposals for the containment of the 

motor car within the city walls. We devoted much of our 

March 2007 newsletter to the subject. Subsequently we 

have been invited to address a special stakeholders’ meet-
ing called by the WSCC in July and the CDC Parking  

Forum in October, enabling us to publicise our views  

directly to key decision-makers. 
 

Communicating our Views 
 

Reasoned opinions demand good publicity. So we copy 

our objections to planning applications to the Chichester 

Observer, achieving extensive publicity for our views. 
We are keen to improve our communication with the CDC 

and allow our influence to be brought to bear before posi-

tions solidify. David Laing has been discussing ways and 

means of doing this with CDC Officers. 
 

Our major communication channel continues to be our 

quarterly Newsletter. The Executive Committee agrees 

each issue’s overall content and the Officers then do the 

detailed editorial work. Stuffing the newsletters into enve-
lopes is done by a team of volunteers who take up to 40 

minutes on the first Friday morning of each quarter. I 

should like to thank my Officer colleagues and our  
envelope stuffing team for all their hard work.  

 

We keep our webpage www.chichestersociety.org.uk up 

to date. Here you can see past newsletters in full colour 

and see our statements on current issues. We are grateful 
to our Vice Chairman, David Wilson, and Executive Com-

mittee member Ian Tomsett for putting in the work to 

maintain the site.  
 

Our Committee 
 

Our active committee members are key to the effec-

tiveness of our efforts. So we are delighted that all but 2 

of our Committee members are continuing while we wel-
come John Pavitt, a retired architect whose last full time 

role was with the Welsh equivalent of English Heritage. 

Michael Woolley is stepping down after seven years’  

valued service 
 

The Executive has had a busy year and I would like to 

thank all my fellow Officers and Executive Committee 

colleagues for their enthusiastic and active support.  
 

Membership 
 

A buoyant membership is essential to give weight to 

our opinions. That’s why we followed up our major 

membership campaign last year with a further, smaller one 
in 2007, involving the delivery of 1,100 brochures. This 

allowed us to virtually make good the inevitable losses of 

members over the past year as some pass on or move 

away. Total membership is now 810, just 5 less than last 
year. Paid up annual members now total 458 against 234 

in August 2001, six years ago. There are 352 life mem-

bers. 
 

Our Challenges for 2008 
 

These are set out on the front page of this Newsletter. 
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Think again about Monoliths, says Cicestrian 

Everybody wants a thriving, vibrant, prosperous city  
centre. The problem is how to keep it that way, and there 

have always been widely differing views around. 

Friction between the business community, planning  

officers and local conservationists over 
shop advertising has been fizzing away for 

as long as I can remember. 
 

Thirty or forty years ago, traders were con-
stantly up in arms over what they saw as 

over-restrictive curbs, and there were many 

heated debates at Chamber of Commerce 

meetings. Much of the anger was directed 
at the planners' resistance to illuminated 

shop signs, and at what was claimed to be 

their excessive zeal in applying rules over 
size, shape and lettering. 
 

This controversy has rumbled on right up 

to the present day, with innumerable  

appeals to Whitehall against refusals of 
planning permission over the years. 
 

Planning officers are often castigated for 

one reason or another, but my own view is 

that the controls which have been main-
tained in the historic city centre are a major 

success story for them. Fortunately, most 

of the decisions by the Government inspec-
tors appointed to consider appeals have 

gone in the local authority's favour. Other-

wise we could now see the historic heart of 

Chichester looking like a miniature Las 
Vegas. 
 

But one glaring and irritating problem is still being  

inflicted on the city by some traders, and it really is time 

to address it. 
 

A-boards have been an eyesore and a hazard for pedestri-

ans - particularly the elderly and disabled - for a very long 

time, and presumably the responsibility for dealing with 

them lies with West Sussex County Council, as highway 
authority. 

Owners of businesses just off the main streets are under-
standably anxious to advertise their presence. Retailing is 

a tough and competitive area of commerce, with high 

costs including soaring rents and hefty business rates. It 

would be unreasonable just to sweep away 
the A-boards and leave the traders to sink or 

swim regardless, and some alternative form 

of effective advertising for them must be 
found. 
 

The District Council is proposing a series of 

substantial (2300mm high by 600mm wide 

and 100mm deep) “monoliths” in the city 
centre, with space on them for advertising 

shops and other attractions. 
 

Hopefully, by the time this article appears a 

specimen of what is proposed will have 
been put on display in North Street for 

Cicestrians to take a look at. Some people 

already have the impression from plans that 
they would be too far too big and too 

prominent. 
 

It's tempting to say that almost anything 

would be better than the tat and dross of  A-
boards, but the planners should tread care-

fully. 
 

Maybe they should be looking at a very re-

stricted use of monoliths, with the contin-
ued deployment of finger-posts in certain 

locations. I have always felt the present fin-

ger-posts are well-designed and in keeping 
with Chichester, but perhaps they could be 

a little bigger and more prominent. 
 

Twenty-two monoliths is too high a price to dispose of the 

appalling A-boards, but a compromise must be reached. 
Then the local authorities must grasp the nettle and get rid 

of this A-Board menace for once and for all. Surely the 

Westhampnett civic amenity tip beckons... 
 

Perhaps there is some scope for recycling, or will it just 
have to be a giant bonfire? 

 

SERENADE (from FRED the Pheasant)  
 

My God you are a noisy bird!  

Clattering and stamping on my roof:  

Such shrieks and shouts as never heard  -  
Shut up you wretch! I need no proof  

to tell me it will soon be dawn;  

under the duvet I must creep  
to still the racket from the lawn –  

there's people here trying to sleep!  

Magnificent your voice may be  
and justified for all I know  

but till it's light, desist and flee,  

Don't hang about or shout; just GO!   
     

      Peggy Haynes 
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The Autumn Garden by Trudi Harrison 
As England begins to cool and nature prepares to sleep, it 
is time for the gardener to turn to thoughts of the next sea-

son. However, we should not fail to enjoy the season that 

is unfolding before us. The tidying up from the summer’s 

splendour can reveal some stunning plants still flowering 
that might be lost in the busyness 

of summer blooms.  
 

Right now there is an Abutilon in 

my garden that has climbed to a 
lofty 6 feet. It has flowered since 

May, and now as all around shed 

their leaves, this stands out in all 
its glory and will continue to do so 

till late January. Bright shiny ber-

ries glisten like jewels in the low 

setting sun, and the twisted, cruel, 
shapes of trees hidden under green 

canopies reveal themselves like 

emerging ghosts on the skyline. Birds 
busy themselves in the richness of the 

hedgerows whilst hedgehogs can be heard 

in the late evening getting their final 

feasts before winter’s sleep. 
 

However, I have noticed some big 
changes in the garden following the aw-

fully wet summer. My dahlias are riddled 

with blackfly, a sight I expect to see on 
young bedding in spring but not now. The 

birds are feasting on not just the red ber-

ries but the orange ones too; they normally leave the or-
ange ones till last. As expected, I have discovered a lot of 

wet related diseases like powdery mildew and grey mould. 

The only thing to do in such cases is to remove all the in-

fected area and cut it back to the healthy growth. Of 
course it makes perfect sense to 

remove all the dead and dying 

plants and leaves that are on the 
surrounding ground so that the 

spores cannot be splashed back up 

on to the plant in the next shower. 
The plants are now weakened from 

the infection and would thank you 

for a good feed and a mulch of 

compost for the winter. Keep an 
eye on it again in spring as you 

may need to treat it with a safe 

fungicide . 
 

These strange times mean that the gar-
dener will have to be more vigilant and 

work according to what is actually hap-

pening in the garden as opposed to fol-

lowing a traditional calendar, doing this 
in November and that in January. I do 

think however that we are going to have 

a very cold spell, simply by the way na-
ture’s creatures are stocking up to the 

maximum. So order that paraffin and get 

the fleeces to hand.  
 

I could not visit gardens this time but do 
please ring 01243 673215 if you feel 

you may have a 

garden, however 

small and un-
glamorous you 

may think it is. 

Your garden is 
still a time cap-

sule of Chiches-

ter gardens in the 

21st century.  

Abutilon (above); Dahlia (below) 

The Chichester Ship Canal 
 

Take a Boat Trip on the unique Chichester Ship Canal  as Im-

mortalized by Turner’s famous painting. Just five minutes from 

Chichester Station at the Canal basin. There are two trip boats, the 50 

seater Richmond and the 12 seater Egremont with disabled access. A 

shop serving refreshments. Fishing or paddle your own canoe.  

Tel 01243 771363 for information. 
 

SPECIAL EVENTS 
 

FATHER CHRISTMAS BOAT TRIPS from 1st December to 24th December; a lovely treat for grand 

children and children. From the Canal basin. A present for every child. Refreshments for Adults. Adult 

and Children £8. 

Contact Alison Slaney Tel 01243 536933 (9am to 7pm). 
  

CANAL CHRISTMAS LIGHT SWITCH ON: 14th December 7pm.The Mayor turns on the lights at the 

Canal Basin. Carols, music, mulled wine and trips on the boats. Free entry for all. 
 

More details on the web site www.chichestercanal.org.uk 

Tree Dressing 
Sunday 2 December 12.30 – 4pm 
 

A wonderful celebration for all the family 
of the life-giving properties of trees. 
Make a lantern (bring a jam jar!), and 
join the procession to dress the trees as 
darkness falls. Plus head-dress making, 
story telling, music, dance and seasonal 
tasty treats!  
 

A Sussex Christmas 
December 26 – January 1 2008 
 

Experience the traditions of Christmas 
past. Enjoy period music and games. 
Sample delicious festive food and drink 
prepared in our historic houses, each 
one decorated as it would have been for 
the festive season – come and enjoy a 
truly merry Sussex Christmas! From 
10.30am – 4pm.  
 

Open 10.30am – 6pm. Adults £8.25; 
over 60s £7.25; children £4.40; family 
(2+3) £22.65. Children under 5 free. 

(Below) Chrysanthemums and  

Argyranthemums in Trudi’s garden 
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Our New Vice-President: Joy Crawshaw 
Joy was elected at our recent AGM as our second Vice-President. Peggy Haynes, our long-time former  

Advertising Manager,  has penned a profile for us 

Joy Crawshaw was almost a founder member of the 
Chichester Society; she moved to Chichester in the six-

ties, joined the Civic Society and speedily resigned as it 

did not seem to appreciate her expertise as an architect 

or as a town planner. 1973 saw the 
birth of the Chichester Society, 

when David Goodman, Jane Col-

bourne, Dorothy Thomas and oth-

ers, all outraged by the TOWN 
PLAN, called a meeting and the 

slogan of ‘Save Our City' was en-

thusiastically taken up. Joy served 

on the Monitoring Committee 
which kept an eye on the Council-

lors’ plans for the city and took part 

in all our major campaigns: espe-

cially Saving the Markets, and 
memorably sitting in the bucket of 

an excavator about to demolish 

Coombes Barn. It survives to this day.  
 

As we learn from her part-autobiography “A Bit of a  

Hooligan” she was a very resourceful child. In the fifties 
she gained a grant from the WSCC to study architecture 

and began to exercise her other talent for conservation. She 

bought a 13th century cottage in Eastergate for £550 - to 

discover that the 'bargain' was about to be demolished by 

the Council in order to widen the road. After continually 
haranguing the Council she succeeded in preventing them 

from doing so, calling them 'vandals and philistines’ in the 

process. She restored the whole property and lived there 

for thirteen years before moving to 
Chichester. She worked with Stanley 

Roth from the 1960s to 1980, during 

which time she restored and com-

pletely re-furbished No. 16 North 
Pallant from an almost derelict prop-

erty to an elegant Georgian house. 

(Where, incidentally, she became my 

landlord as my company rented her 
top floor in 1971).  
 

Joy served on the Society’s Monitor-

ing Committee and as its chairman. 

She has been Society chairman 

twice. Until 2004 Joy was the assis-
tant editor and production manager for the Newsletter, to 

which she has contributed many articles and cartoons, 

some of which appear in Chicanery**, the booklet of 

verse and cartoons mapping the history of the Society. She 
also wrote its foreword.  

 
**available from the Chairman, price £1.50:see bottom of back 

page for his contact details 

Thank you to Bill Sharp, our Secretary  2002-07 
I first met Bill at the special Society meeting called in May 

2002 where he made a reasoned contribution about Pallant 

House, a brief moment of calm during a somewhat stormy 

meeting.  
 

I asked him if he would take on the post of Secretary which I 

was due to vacate if I was elected Chairman at 

the 2002 AGM. Bill agreed and soon took 

charge of the minutes and all the correspon-

dence handling required of a secretary. But his 

contribution has been much more than that. He 

always brings an original approach to issues we 

face and is keen to innovate. Together we 

taught ourselves how to design the Newsletter 

with the aid of desktop publishing computer 

software, so avoiding sizeable printers' bills for 

setting up.  
 

He was way out in front of me with suggestions 

for coping with the car but he was, in time, able 

to persuade me of the virtues of car clubs and cycle ways. 

His first Newsletter article was entitled “Paved with Good 

Intentions: Cycling round Chichester”. Next in September 

2003 he contributed: “Reduce, Reuse, Recycle”. More  

recently he wrote “Changing Facets of Chichester”, review-

ing some more attractive recent housing developments.  
 

In addition to being an active Committee member and effi-

cient Secretary, his great contribution has been proof reading 

the Newsletter and improving its style, layout, punctuation 

and spelling before printing. We are grateful that he is con-

tinuing this role and also carrying on making his very central 

home available for stuffing the Newsletters into 

envelopes before posting. He also remains on 

our Committee. 
 

Bill’s appointment sharply reduced the Com-

mittee’s average age but the downside of that is 

that Bill has an income to find and a young  

family to raise with his wife Sarah and so he felt 

he should step down from being Secretary. We 

have benefited from the greater flexibility that 

his self-employment allows. Bill is a translator 

of Japanese and Korean, mainly of technical 

works, ranging from medical reports and drug 

trials to patent litigation and general legal docu-

ments. As the basis for this work and evidence 

of his intellectual powers, he obtained a First Class Honours 

degree in Japanese with Korean from the School of Oriental 

and African Studies, London University, 
 

Bill, thanks very much for all you have done.  

               

      Tony Dignum  
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We Remember Brian Horsley 1931-2007 
Members were shocked and saddened by the sudden 
death of Brian Horsley in September. Brian was Secretary 

of the Society from 1997-2001 and Chairman for one year 

(2001-02).  
 

Brian was born in London and spent many years there 
and in Surrey. He went to Raynes Park Grammar School 

and then took Quantity Surveyor articles. After qualifying 

as a chartered quantity surveyor he 
rose in his profession to become a 

partner in private practice. As one of 

those paying tribute at his funeral 

said, he had a passion for the built 
environment and wanted quality in 

planning and high standards in de-

sign. He was a stern disciplinarian, 
insisting that detail and timing must 

be right. He was involved in the 

housing association movement and 

formed a large housing association 
with 4500 properties for the less 

well off. Outside his working life he 

played snooker and table tennis, 
enjoyed walking and loved the 

countryside. He had a wide range of 

interests, including photography, computing and bridge. 
 

Brian was described at his funeral as someone with an 
insatiable thirst for knowledge and a tremendous love of 

architecture and travelling. His favourite building was 

Gaudi’s masterpiece ‘Basilica’, in Barcelona, which he 
visited with his family four times. 
 

On retirement in 1985 he moved to Chichester, where his 

wife Peggy, whom he married in 1953, has family con-

nections going back well over a hundred years. They had 
one daughter, Margaret, and two grandchildren. His 

grandchildren described him affectionately as a commit-

ted grandfather with an enthusiasm for life and a strong 

sense of fairness.  
 

He joined the Chichester Society soon after his move 
here. His main contribution to the Society was as its Sec-

retary for four years. One fellow Committee member re-

calls “he did work extremely hard for Chisoc and always 

went far beyond what would have normally been expected 
of him as Secretary of the Society.  My main memory of 

Brian in meetings was of him bent double on his chair, 

rifling around amongst piles and piles of papers around 
him on the floor! He certainly did 

push a lot of matters forward and 

wrote long and complex letters to 
all and sundry. Possibly without 

Brian, Chisoc might not have  

accomplished very much.” 
 

His interest in the environment 
went far beyond Chichester. He 

was a member of the South East 

Historic Environment Forum, the 

Affordable Housing Task Group, 
the South-East Regional Assembly, 

West Sussex Sustainability Forum, 

South East Climate Change Part-
nership, and West Sussex Local 

Strategic Partnership.  
 

He was active in the Civic Trust, where Brian is remem-

bered for his involvement in setting up Civic Trust South 
East (CTSE) in 2002, for his contributions to the Trust’s 

National Committee and for his indomitable and well 

thought out written contributions to the South East  
Regional Plan, in his capacity as chair of CTSE. 
 

Finally, he was Chairman of the Federation of Sussex 

Amenity Societies, of which Chisoc is a member. 
 

Our thoughts go out to Peggy. We give thanks for the 

contribution he made in his professional, family and  
community lives, particularly for the Society.  

 

      Tony Dignum 

We also Remember Jean Todd 

With the passing of Jean Todd on 3rd October this year, the 

Society has lost another of its Founder Members and a most 

loyal supporter. In those early days, fund-raising events 

were of great importance, and Jean, with her tact and effi-

ciency, was at their centre. She was the Society’s Treasurer 

for five years from 1987-92. 
 

She was also a regular member in that focal point of our 

activities, the Office. But above all she was a most valu-

able member of the Executive Committee, with sensible 

contributions to the sometimes tortuous proceedings.  
 

But Jean was not alone in all this work. Until his untimely 

death in 1999 her life had been shared with her husband Lt. 

Col. Kenneth Todd whose efforts were of great value to the 

work of the Society. In general organisation and in particu-

lar in transport problems, he applied his military mind with 

great effect. During my period as Chairman (1981-83) he 

was my Vice-Chairman and gave me valuable support when 

times got tricky. After committee meetings it was the pleas-

ant practice of the three of us to go round the comer from 

Bell House (then the Society’s office in Theatre Lane, now 

the Citizens Advice Bureau) to the (then) King's Head, 

where we would dissect the evening's proceedings. 

During the last few years Jean's life has been sadly cur-

tailed by a restricting illness. But we remember her for her 

great support in the past and we mourn the loss of a friend.  

     Ken Newbury 
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THE CHICHESTER SOCIETY 

Registered Charity No 268055 

Registered with the Civic Trust 

T  01243 536725  E chisoc@hotmail.com 
 

Patron: The Mayor of Chichester 

President: David Goodman 

Vice-Presidents: Joy Crawshaw and Ken Newbury 

Chairman: Tony Dignum 

Vice-Chairman: Martyn Bell 

Secretary: David Wilson  

Treasurer: vacant (Chairman acting as Treasurer) 

Members of the Executive Committee:  

Madeleine Keene, David Laing, Alan Russell,  

John Pavitt, Bill Sharp, John Templeton  

and Ian Tomsett 

MEMBERSHIP 
 

Annual Membership: £5  

(£7 if not by Standing Order)  

Under-18s: £2.50 

Joint Membership (double): £8.00  

( £10 if not by Standing Order) 

Corporate membership: £50.00 

Life Membership (60 and over): 

 £60 single; £ 75  joint 
 

Applications for membership and annual  

subscriptions to the  Chairman, Highgate House, 

West Broyle Drive, Chichester  PO19 3PP 

(01243 538585) 

 

THE NEWSLETTER  
 

PUBLISHED BY THE CHICHESTER SOCIETY 
 

Editor:Tony Dignum 

Editorial Sub-Committee: Martyn Bell,  

Tony Dignum, Bill Sharp and David Wilson 

Advertising : Martyn Bell (01243 839704) 

Letters to the Editor to the Secretary, 11 North 

Walls, Chichester PO19 1DA 
 

Neither the Editorial  Sub-Committee nor the Society 

necessarily subscribe to the views expressed by our 

contributors, but we believe that all shades of  

opinion should be expressed in this newsletter. The 

Editorial Sub-Committee reserves the right to edit as 

necessary any submitted articles and letters.  

Your Officers and Executive Committee for 2007-08 
 

Those elected at the Annual General Meeting on 17th October 2007 are set out in the panel at the foot of this page. 

The Meeting passed an amendment to Rule 8.3 unanimously (additional new wording in bold): 

“8.3 The election of the Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer shall precede that of the Executive Committee and no 

such officer shall so serve for more than five consecutive years unless a resolution is passed by not less than two thirds of the 

members present and voting at a general meeting to waive the restriction to five consecutive years for a specified officer or offi-
cers for one year. The President is to take the chair solely for the election of Chairman and thereafter hand over the chair to the 
newly elected Chairman.” 

The Meeting then passed the following resolution unanimously: “This general meeting agrees that the restriction of the term of 

office of the Chairman to five years shall be waived for one year in respect of Tony Dignum”. 

Treasurer’s Report and Accounts for the Chichester Society for the  

year ended 31st August 2007 approved by the 2007 AGM 
 

Income and Expenditure 
 

Income     £  Expenditure          £   

 

Subscriptions and Donations  2,561   Newsletter Printing & Postage   1,896 

Newsletter Advertising      493   Meeting Costs        371 

Gift Aid        494   Office Admin           350 
Interest Received       462   Insurance         145 

Publication Sales           9   Subscriptions to Other Bodies      259  
 

 TOTAL INCOME   4,019    TOTAL EXPENDITURE   3,021 
 

         SURPLUS         998 
 

TOTAL      4,019          4,019 

 

BALANCE SHEET AT 31ST AUGUST 2007 
 

CURRENT ASSETS     £  £ 
 

Current Account           732 

Charities Aid Foundation Deposit Account      11,559  

Accounts Receivable            124  

TOTAL         12,415 
 

LESS 

Creditors                  0 
 

NET ASSETS        12,415 
 

These accounts were independently examined  by Tony Rose FCCA and approved by the AGM on October 17th 2007 

Chisoc Dates for Your Diary 
 

Spring Open General Meeting on Traffic and Transport 

Wednesday, 19th March  at 7 30pm 
 

Annual General Meeting 

Wednesday, 15th October at 7 30pm 

Books, 


