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Containing the Car: The Debate Continues
A Heartening Response

Mr McKenna (who reports to Cllr Pemberton and to Mr
Stigant) has indeed contacted me since to say that Cllr
There has been a very heartening response to our policy
Pemberton and he are planning a stakeholders’ meeting on
statement “Containing the Car and Reclaiming the
th
Streets” published in our March 2007 issue. We set out the “A Transport Strategy for Chichester” on July 24 at
which they will make presentations. He has invited me to
case for action and no one has challenged the need for it,
although many may differ on details. Indeed we have had attend the meeting on behalf of the Society.
a very positive response to our proposals. Some responKeith Morgan, Head of Planning Policy for Chichester
dents have criticised some of the detailed proposals but
District Council responded: “The statement makes an
their broad thrust has won wide acceptance.
interesting contribution to the debate on transport matters
in the City. The District and County Councils are in conWe were very pleased to receive an email from Counciltinuing dialogue and discussion on the issue of highways
lor Tex Pemberton, West
and parking matters in the
Sussex County Council
City and Colin McKenna
Cabinet Member for
and Sam Howes (Deputy
Highways and Transport
Chief Executive, CDC)
stating that “Your timing is
have discussed your stateperfect and this very week I
ment as part of this ongohad a meeting on the same
ing debate”.
subject for Chichester. May
be able to say something
The Whyke Residents'
soon but just wanted you to
Association Committee
know that I am on the job!”
advised me that at a recent
meeting: “the Chichester
West Sussex Executive
Society's Statement on the
Board member Kieran
place of the car in our city
Stigant, the Director for
was universally applauded.
Environment, wrote: “ it
We appreciate all the hard
looks very interesting and
work and careful presentacertainly deserves more
tion that must have gone
detailed reading and thinkinto
producing
this
document.
We
do hope that this will
ing about. What's encouraging is a willingness to think
continue
to
stimulate
open
discussion.”
radically about new solutions to long-standing problems. For that alone congratulations!”
The Chichester Conservation Area Advisory Committee discussed our proposals at its meeting on 10th May.
Colin McKenna, Head of Highways & Transport,
West Sussex County Council wrote: “Your Society's
We also publish separately below some letters from
ideas chime with some of the options we are investigating Members.
for the city. We will be undertaking some technical work
We are concerned that no decisions are taken in the short
over the next 2 months to examine the implications of reterm by County or District Councils that would be constricting car usage in the central area in more detail and
trary to the main thrust of our proposals.
we will be considering your proposals as part of this exerHence our pleasure that, although the present temporary
cise. We will also be discussing the implications at a
closure of East Walls expires later this year, it seems
technical level with Chichester District Council
likely a request for a further extension, possibly up to ancolleagues. I will (contact) you in a few weeks’ time to
give you some feedback on the work that we are undertak- other 18 months, may be forthcoming from the developer.
Therefore if this is granted, the one-way reversal could
ing and discuss how the Chichester Society might help in
future consultations.”
(Continued on page 2)
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(Continued from page 1)

extend until early 2009. We hope that the reversal will be
permanent!

The role for public transport and other
alternatives to car use

We need action now on the alternatives to the car, namely
walking, cycling and public transport. To encourage
walking and cycling, he said, we need safe routes, clear
signing and secure cycle parking.

To increase usage of public transport we need:• Route and timetable information of high quality and
We are aware that we did not address the related issue of
easily available, with a simple fares structure and
developing alternatives to car use that would be beneficial
good marketing of services.
not only within the walls but in the wider city and its sur- • Personal security, especially at night, including
rounding parishes as a whole. Relevant to these other
CCTV, policing priority.
issues was a presentation by the Director of Transport
• Attractive bus station and well-maintained bus shel2000, Stephen Joseph OBE, at a Wider Partnership Meetters.
ing of Chichester in Partnership, organised by the CDC
• Integration with rail services.
on 19th April.
• Bus priority measures, for example a bus lane on the
The key messages of the presA286 as it approaches the
entation were:A27.
• It’s not possible to have
Above all, public transport
cheap unrestrained car
should be treated as a
use. No amount of road
priority network that decibuilding or extra car parksion-makers and car users
ing can cater for demand,
might want to use.
and management
Summing up, Mr Joseph
(including, probably, road
said:charging) is inevitable.
• It is possible to start now
• We need to reduce car
to deal with traffic and transdependence because of
port.
climate change and oil
How about one of these on the A286 from Stockbridge?
depletion.
• Smarter choice measures
show
it
is
possible
to
influence
travel behaviour.
• We must manage car use and provide alternatives.
• It is possible to improve alternatives to the car so that
We need to make smarter choices to reduce car use inpeople choose to use them.
cluding:• Workplace travel plans to reduce single-occupancy car So the debate continues and we look forward both to the
commuting.
meeting on A Transport Strategy for Chichester in July
and to receiving further comment from our members.
• School travel plans to replace the school runs by private cars.
• Car clubs and car sharing.
Tony Dignum

The Buttermarket

Gravel

Your Committee wants to get more detailed information on the City Council’s proposals for the Buttermarket when the full planning application is published before adopting a formal position.

The Committee has looked at the proposal for gravel digging between Summersdale and Lavant. We are unhappy
about the proposal, as the workings will detract from the
appearance of an area of countryside close to an Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty, which is also an area also
plainly visible from Centurion Way. However, the area already appears in the West Sussex Minerals Plan as one approved for gravel extraction, and central government requires West Sussex to supply an annual quota of gravel, so
we feel that a generalized objection has little point.

Our provisional attitude is that we have to assume
that major repairs, as revealed by the structural survey, will have to be done. We also accept the need
for a period of closure while the works are carried
out.
We would, however, like to see any contract with a
private developer framed in such a way as to encourage the continuation of the sale of fresh produce and
other items by small traders. We also want the fullest
assurances that there will be no financial risk to the
City’s council taxpayers from the development.
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We do however have some strong specific objections, particularly to those features of the application which will have
an acute effect on the quality of life of the residents of
Chichester, both close to the workings, and further afield by
virtue of the lorry traffic which the workings will generate.
summary of the proposals and our response is on the
Society website at :http://www.chichestersociety.org.uk/issues.html
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Containing the Car: Some Responses from our Readers
Richard Hill wrote:

Bernard Charles wrote:-

Chichester is different from other towns. It has a massive
dormitory area for commuters, school children, shopping
and recreation trips, mostly concentrated on the Manhood
peninsular on the wrong side of the A27. The population
of the Manhood is much the same as Chichester, causing
problems in the movement of people for work and pleasure. Chichester’s economy depends on visitors and tourists.

I found a high proportion of the proposals very sound in
concept. However, I am sure that when they are fully analysed there will be a few oversights. One such is the idea
of a single exit to the South East from The South Pallant
Car Park. This would not work unless a radical traffic
re-structuring is undertaken at the junction of Market
Avenue and Basin Road. The present situation allows traffic wishing to proceed from this car park out of city to the
It is vitally important to maintain access by car for shorteast to exit to the east; traffic wishing to proceed out of
term visits, due to out-of-town competition. After the decity to the south and west exits to the south west, quite
parture of Pines, fishmongers, butchers, bakers, and greenlogically dividing the exiting traffic. Any sensible motorist
grocers, many people do not need to go to Chichester at
leaving the car park and wanting to proceed east out of
all or to pay any parking charges.
the city avoids the south west exit.
It is the commuters who block parking slots from shortterm use. Good bus services from Selsey and the Witter- The proposal to use the south west exit of the car park
ings with cheap season tickets at peak times would cause a only could only work if the southern end of South Pallant
switch from cars, provided that the commuter slots for
was to be opened out onto a revised road layout (maybe a
cars are reduced in number and increased in price at the
large roundabout) at the junction of Basin Road and Marsame time. It is absurd that commuter season tickets in ket Avenue, thus allowing traffic from the car park to discar parks only cost a third of those on buses.
perse to the east, south and west. Old Market Avenue
I agree that the Car Parks at East Pallant, South Pallant
could then be made into a cul-de-sac allowing for some
and County Hall should be preserved for non-residents,
echelon bays for disabled parking at its wider eastern end.
but for short term parking only. Baffin's Lane car park
This would address some of the problems that I can visushould not be closed; this would overload the East Pallant alize cropping up for worshippers to Christ Church who
and South Pallant car parks, and would deprive visitors of
normally use the western section of the car park. Howquick access to the East Street banks, building societies
ever, such a scheme would greatly increase the present
and Boots. Parking there might be restricted to one hour.
Baffin's Lane car park would not be suitable for a garden; hazard for pedestrians crossing to and from Basin Road
and South Pallant. It would also create a new hazard for
Little London car park would be better as it is within a
pedestrians who at present frequently proceed along Old
few feet of North Street and next to Marks & Spencer.
The major problem of pollution and congestion in the cen- Market Avenue and continue on along Market Avenue.
tre of the city is due to the Little London car park. It
I personally cannot see any alternative to the system as it
should obviously be closed. Marks & Spencer would not is at present, other than routing traffic from the North
then close as suggested; their business there is too valuEastern exit along New Town but all turning right along
able. Traffic in East Street would be reduced to almost
St. John's Street leading to Market Avenue / Market Road.
nothing.
There is no way that a single exit from this large car park
Park and Ride is unsuitable for Chichester, and should not would cope with the end of day rush hour volume of
traffic . One only has to imagine the effect upon the Southbe supported. Chapel Street should remain open from
gate junction with the one way system around the Law
both north and south to give access to the Library, and to
Courts.
the new Museum. So West Street should not be closed
west of County Hall. There should be a couple of five
David Woodcock wrote:minute slots outside the library to enable people to return
books without having to stay in a car park. I do not see the I appreciate the good intentions behind the suggested
project but it is my opinion that most if not all of the
point in closing North Walls at its junction with North
proposals are impracticable for reasons I am prepared
Street. Closing small roads like this could trap cars in
town which want to get out, particularly affecting tourists to elaborate on at a later stage. In order to contribute to
the debate it is essential to understand how the prowho are lost.
posed restrictions are going to be enforced. Exceptions
I am against higher parking charges for all car parks as
to a total ban will be made for many categories of users.
advocated in the penultimate paragraph. It is the comHow will these be identified and what penalties are enmuter season tickets which need to be increased.
visaged for vehicles that do not fall into these categories?
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Did you know where Father Christmas comes from?
You will have seen a number of unfamiliar sights in
the streets of Chichester over the last few months.
First the Continental market escaped from East Pallant Car Park, and made it into the city centre, hotly
followed by Santa Claus and his reindeer outside
Marks and Spencer’s. Now we are to have new signs
at the end of Crane Street, offering directions and an
alternative to the proliferation of A-boards.

that the extra business generated will allow local
businesses to justify support for the post over the
longer term. Similar schemes are already up and running in, for instance, Worthing, Crawley and Portsmouth.

Increasing Retail Turnover
Kim’s responsibility is to devise or promote or coordinate (or any combination!) ideas which will encourage people to come to Chichester and once there
to spend money. The headline figure is that in respect
of ‘comparison shopping’ (i.e. not the weekly groceries), 11.9% of the expenditure by the 1.1 million people in Chichester’s retail catchment actually comes to
the city. This is a high figure – surprisingly, twice the
percentage for Portsmouth or Southampton – but
Kim is out to improve it.
One way of improving business for city retail business is to increase the ‘footfall’, the number of people
walking up and down the street. Once the people are
there, it’s up to retailers to attract them in to buy. A
typical Monday – Wednesday footfall in East Street
is 90,000; for the three days of the Continental Market it was 150,000. There was a similar effect for the
reindeer, with a footfall of 75,000, about 50% up on
a normal Saturday and above even the Saturday before Christmas. (The footfall is measured anonymously by a special camera outside Oasis).

The City Centre Manager
These initiatives spring from the District Council’s
appointment of Kim Long as City Centre Manager.
So far as the public go, her work has been much behind the scenes, though she has become well known
to the Chamber of Commerce, and other partners in
these promotions such as the City Council and the
Rotary Club. She has been appointed for three years
in the first instance, a period now almost halfway
through, with the aim of promoting the prosperity of
Chichester as a city. The initial appointment has been
financed by Economic Development funds provided
for local authorities by Whitehall. Chichester District’s Economic Development Department spotted an
opportunity to promote business in the city, and appointed Kim. If her efforts are successful, the hope is
4

Kim’s job does not stop at the main streets. Thus, as
part of redesigning the streetscape, there is the new
signage to come at the end of Crane Street. This is an
alternative to the proliferation of A-boards, which
create problems for partially sighted and are in fact
illegal. She would also like to see Christmas lighting
extended into the Hornet and St Pancras, to attract
shoppers down there, having noted a successful
precedent in Brighton. She wants any Eastgate
Square development to benefit this area, too, as
Chichester needs more small and individual shops
which currently cannot afford the topside city centre
rents.
The CDC Economic Development Department holds
responsibility for the whole district, but only Kim has
the City Centre brief. Thus some of her ideas will be
implemented in her first three years, while others are
destined to remain on a wish list for now. Some ideas
are conventional, for instance, encouraging the city to
take part in the South East Britain in Bloom competi(Continued on page 5)
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Above: Continental Market in East Street.
(Continued from page 4)

tion. Others due to be investigated are
obvious when you think about it –
making car parking into pay-as-you
leave, so that shoppers can complete
their errands in Chichester without
worrying about a ticket. Some are unexpected – did you realise that the average foreign student (and there are
many in Chichester) has £50 as disposable weekly cash? Kim would like to
see more of that spent in central Chichester. In the long term, she has thought
about large TV screens and associated
refreshment stalls in 2012, so that people can shop but not miss their favourite Olympic event. When the World
Cup was on, it seemed as if everyone
bought supermarket beer and went
back home.
Joined-up thinking is essential for
Kim, as she has to be in touch with all
the wide variety of activities taking
place. The Walls Group, supported by
this Society, is angling for Heritage
Lottery Funds to repair and improve
ISSUE NUMBER 153 ~ JUNE 2007

Below: Proposed new sign in Crane Street to replace A-Boards.

the City Walls, so attracting more visitors. The that’s something to know
about. The proposed re-development
of the bus and rail stations to create a
new transport hub will create a new
stream of shoppers, and that’s something else to watch. She has joined
with ‘Visit Chichester’, the association
encouraging tourism, to produce a
new guide combining shopping and
tourist attractions in Chichester, and so
the list of partners extends.

The Management Plan
All this culminated in the draft City
Centre Management Plan, recently
presented to the District Council,
which aims to ‘improve the vibrancy
and vitality of Chichester city for all
its users’ under six headings; Promoting the City; A Cleaner and Greener
City; Accessing the City; A Safer City;
A Prosperous City; Managing the City.
The plan runs to 2010 – watch this
space!

David Wilson
5

The Reopened Pallant House Gallery
Contributed by Pallant House Gallery,
9 North Pallant, Chichester. www.pallant.org.uk 01243 774557
Pallant House Gallery reopened in July last year with
a brand new wing and a striking new identity. Still in
part a listed eighteenth-century Queen Anne townhouse, the £8.6 million extension has meant that the
Gallery now also includes significantly improved
public facilities, a library, a restaurant and a bookshop. It has a cutting-edge hanging and lighting system in which one of the most impressive collections
of Modern British art in the world can now be seen to
its best advantage; and it has an environmentally
friendly geothermal heating and cooling system
which reduces the carbon footprint of the Gallery by
almost 50%.

portant artists such as Paul Cézanne, Paul Klee and
Gino Severini.
Although comprising only twenty works, the bequest
made by Doreen Lucas in 1995 of her husband’s collection of Modern art also contained many important
works. Norman Lucas, then head of Midhurst Grammar School, collected works by artists connected
with the area, such as Ivon Hitchens and Kit Barker,
as well as sculptures by Denis Mitchell and John
Milne and studio pottery, including examples by
Norah Braden, Michael Cardew and Bernard Leach.
The Geoffrey Freeman Collection of Bow Porcelain,
gifted to the Gallery in 1999, is probably the most
comprehensive record of the output of
this London factory, with over 300 key
examples produced between 1747 and
1776. Bow Porcelain would have been a
natural choice in the original Pallant
household.

The New Wing

The Rear Facade

The Bequests
Pallant House Gallery first opened its doors to the
public in 1982 after Walter Hussey, the former Dean
of Chichester Cathedral, donated his art collection to
the District Council on the condition that it was to be
shown in Pallant House. Works by important British
artists including John Piper, Ceri Richards and Graham Sutherland were among the many artworks commissioned by Hussey for the Cathedral and gifted to
the Gallery. Hussey’s bequest was followed in 1989
with the gift by local businessman Charles Kearley.
Complementing and diversifying Hussey’s gift, Kearley’s bequest included works by internationally im6

By 1999 it was evident that the success
of the Gallery meant its collections
would soon outgrow the townhouse.
When Professor Colin St John Wilson,
architect of the British Library, offered
his extensive collection of Modern British art in the 1990s, including artworks
by some of Britain’s greatest living artists with iconic works of Pop art by Peter
Blake, Patrick Caulfield and Richard
Hamilton, this was the spur to build an
additional wing in which to show the
now world class collections.
After a European-wide invitation to tender, architects
Long & Kentish were commissioned for the project
and worked in association with Professor Wilson.
With a major grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund
and donations, work on the new building began in
2003.
During the three years when the building was closed,
a significant part of the Gallery’s principal objectives, which include the idea that art should be available for all, continued through innovative educational
and outreach work. Ground-breaking projects such as
(Continued on page 7)
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‘Identity’ and ‘Partners in Art’ engaged diverse new
audiences to think about and make art, impacting on
the lives of some of the most vulnerable members of
the local community. These unique projects created a
solid platform from which the idea behind art for all
continues to grow today.

The Re-Opening
The Gallery reopened on 1st July 2006 to important
national recognition and universal critical acclaim.
The Daily Telegraph wrote “Pallant House Gallery
has been transformed”, the Financial Times described
it as “An elegant box of tricks”, and Andrew Lambirth in The Spectator wrote “In its new incarnation,
Pallant House Gallery has just become my favourite
venue for modern British art”.
The nationally important temporary exhibitions, the
outstanding collections and the remarkable buildings
in which they are now housed, have rapidly secured
the position of the Gallery as one of the most important cultural sites in the South. The Gallery has already been shortlisted and awarded a host of architectural and museum accolades, including an ADAPT
Trust award for Excellence in Access and a Civic
Trust Award for the ‘caring’ and ‘sensitive’ design of
the new wing. The Gallery has also recently been
shortlisted for a RIBA (Royal Institute of British Architects) award, the Museums & Heritage Awards for
Excellence (specifically for the permanent collections
and for the Gallery’s outreach projects), and the pres-

The gallery from North Pallant

tigious Gulbenkian Prize for museums and galleries
2007, which awards £100,000 to the museum of the
year.
Pallant House Gallery has also undoubtedly become
an important resource for the
local community. There are
numerous opportunities to
become involved in the wider
programme of life-long learning activities offered at the
Gallery, including talks,
workshops and performances.
The summer exhibition “EyeMusic: Kandinsky, Klee and
all that Jazz” (30 June to 16
September) will be complemented by a programme of
events including films, musical performances and lectures. Ultimately, the new
Pallant House Gallery not
only enriches the cultural life
of the region but also contributes greatly to the appreciation and understanding of
Modern British art.

Rooms 12,13 and 14 of the Gallery
ISSUE NUMBER 153 ~ JUNE 2007
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The North West: The City’s Cinderella Quadrant
The north-west quadrant has always been the Cinderella quadrant. With the exception of the splendid
buildings fronting both North and West Street, the
dwellings here were humble and mean. Their landlords regarded them as disposable, since most of the
residents were in their employment.
However, since the Middle Ages, this quadrant was
largely given over to market gardening, as a living
could be gained from supplying the clergy, the gentry
and the principal inns. At the northern end of Tower
Street the Dean had a large barn, or grange, for storing corn and root vegetables to keep the clergy fed.
Quite a few of the residents would have been employed on this horticultural work.

The house in West street that defined the
Western entrance into the City

by the large landowners. A sensible choice of
location would have been some town more central to the county, but the local duke preferred to
be in Chichester, so they chose our city. By the
next century, this bureaucracy had grown, as is
the way with all bureaucracies, so splendid new
premises were built in the 1930s.
The tendency to grow had also infected the Post
Office at this time, so they moved from South Street
to a prime site in West Street and built the present
G.P.O., which necessitated pulling down the house of
a member of the Gill family. This family were unfortunate in their choice of locations. In 1897 Eric Gill's
parents had moved from Brighton to the handsome
house in West Street that defined the western entrance into the city. That too was demolished because
it delayed the traffic, a cardinal sin in the eyes of the
WSCC. A more enlightened council might have realised that buildings such as this, and the unspoilt 18th
century shop in Eastgate Square called “Sharp Garlands”, both of which they destroyed to ease the traffic flow would one day be a considerable attraction
for those interested in historic buildings and famous
people.
Paradoxically enough, the only respite was
during the war years. As soon as hostilities
ceased, the destruction started up again in
earnest. What Hitler failed to do, the planners
succeeded in accomplishing.

This tradition carried on through the centuries. It
cannot be by accident that the former pub, "The
Nursery Arms" was sited at the junction of Chapel
Street and Orchard Street. Most of the small terrace
houses where the workers lived have been destroyed
now, but in Chapel Street Nos 1, 2, and 3, and the
cluster south of the library in Tower Street are a
constant reminder of what has been swept away.
The 19th century started the destruction. The Dean
sold his grange to a citizen wealthy enough to clear
the site of all obstruction and build a large house, set
in an extensive shrubbery, which was very much in
fashion at the time. He called his new family home
The Grange.
In the late 1880s, however, the West Sussex
County Council was established and dominated

The Providence: devastated

More growth meant more offices, so County Hall
bought The Grange site and built the Grange office
block, into which the planners moved. The 1950s
and the 1960s saw them at the zenith of their pow(Continued on page 9)

8

THE CHICHESTER SOCIETY NEWSLETTER

(Continued from page 8)

ers, so they designed the official Town Map for
Chichester, which became the legal framework for
all that happened subsequently. This official plan
showed multi-storey car parks at all four city gates
and a central one in Tower Street.

Steel skeleton of office block in Crane Street

had it been created by an atom bomb instead of by
demolition gangs ..” They went on to describe the
new Post Office block as "a great crimson blob, as
nasty a building as you could find: ..... "
But WSCC was impervious to criticism. Most of
Crane Street had already been cleared, including a
two-storied barn, the upper floor of which was occupied by a furniture restorer. His access was by an
external staircase, such as you can see in St Pancras
today, just before its junction with Spitalfields Lane.
Many a piece of furniture to be repaired did I carry
up that Crane Street staircase. In its place, there was
to be an office block, the steel skeleton of which you
can see in this photo opposite that I took at the time.
Opposite this a supermarket was planned, fronting
onto Crane Street, but extending along Chapel
Street.
But the writing was on the wall for the WSCC planners, because in 1973 their powers were given to the

A start was made on this plan by knocking down the
large warehouse-type building where fleeces were
processed into wool. The car park never materialised,
but the roads to service it were. One, called The
Woolstaplers, cut straight across the Post Office site,
and the other, The Providence, encircled its northern
boundary. (Was this, I wonder, intended to show the
Post Office who was boss?).
Undeterred, the Post Office, who in the 1950s had
built an office block behind their West Street
G.P.O., decided that it was time for them to have
another to house the telephone exchange. They
asked the Royal Institute of British Architects to
hold a national competition to design this prestigious new block. It was won by Howard Lobb, an
eminent architect, who was so pleased with his creation that he entered it for the RIBA "Building of the
Year" award. It didn't win, but it was up against an
even worse horror, the Tricorn in Portsmouth. (now
itself destroyed).
Meanwhile, County Hall declared almost the
whole quadrant a "Comprehensive Development
Area", and, to prepare the way for what was to
be their showcase, they razed nearly all the
buildings to the ground.
In 1976, the West Sussex Gazette ran a series of
articles about the four quadrants. On this
one, they said 'This area of the city ….has much of
beauty and elegance, some curiosities, a large slice of
the Roman wall that you may walk, and all these
among devastation that could not have been worse
ISSUE NUMBER 153 ~ JUNE 2007

The then new Telephone Exchange, more devastation, and
new Providence road

newly-formed Chichester District Council. The
supermarket developers withdrew their offer,
alarmed by the growing opposition of the public.
1973 also saw the birth of the Chichester Society,
forged in the white-hot anger of citizens who were
not prepared to stand idly by and watch their city
destroyed.
The Society, in spite of a few upsets, has continued
to flourish through three and a half decades now.
Though the threats are different from those we faced
in those days, it remains a weapon that we discard at
our peril.

Joy Crawshaw
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Another Chichester Garden
by Trudi Harrison
This hot spring has certainly caught us all on the hop!
Thank goodness we do not suffer hosepipe bans and can
water our wilting bedding. I only wish I could foresee the
future weather to advise you all, but I predict that it will
be a case of thick mulches to keep the roots of plants
cooler and an all out war on pests which have enjoyed a

whelmed by the beauty that greeted me in the back garden. It truly was a paradise in suburbia. The eye was immediately drawn down to a charming vista lovingly created in what must have been in the past an old cow pond,
with a focal point of a little pond brimming with very
friendly fish. The planting was exceptional with colours,
scents and textures to delight the senses at any time of the
year.
I was led by my host further to the back of the garden to
reveal a field of delightfully well kept tidy allotments. Mrs
Albrecht used to have one of these large plots but now
keeps to a more manageable fruit cage, dripping with
cherries and other delights and the tidiest greenhouse I
ever did see. There was more to this charming retreat as,
along the outside wall, was more exquisite planting, turning this little corner of Chichester into a plantsman’s
heaven. Mrs Albrecht has lived here for more than 40
years and built this garden alongside her husband, who is

A border in Mrs Albrecht’s garden
mild winter. Plants like Lotus hirsutus, Artemisia and
Calendula will attract hoverflies and help keep the garden
clean; they will also tolerate the heat much better. Global
warming seems to be well and truly here and as gardeners
we must start to consider this in our plant choices. It’s all
very well thinking about getting Mediterranean style
plants to cope with the hotter summers, but will they enjoy
the wetter, windier, winters especially if our soil is clay?
This spring I visited a Chichester garden in Little Breach
owned by Mrs Albrecht. As I travelled down the front garden path, I spotted some very well chosen plants and realised this was a lady of discerning plant tastes. I was over-

The planting by the outside wall
sadly no longer with us. In every corner this lovingly
pieced together tapestry holds ghosts of happy memories
of their life as a couple, something that no garden designer
could recreate; a tapestry that is truly the essence of a
good garden.
Visiting this garden inspired me no end and it was good to
see that long flowering easy care plants like Salvia greggii, self seeding lovelies like Honesty and well thought out
shrubs like Abutilon and Corokia grace this garden, and
will continue to do so even in these stranger climates we
now experience.
The pond brimming with fish
10

THE CHICHESTER SOCIETY NEWSLETTER

Proposed Rules
Revision
The Society’s Rules provide that no officer can hold the same office for more
than five consecutive years. By the forthcoming Annual General Meeting Tony
Dignum will have served as Chairman
for five years and would not be eligible
for re-election. The Executive Committee would like Tony Dignum to serve as
Chairman for a further year and the procedure outlined below, if agreed, would
allow this.
The Committee has therefore decided to
recommend to the Annual General
Meeting to be held on 17th October
2007 that this rule be amended to allow
its waiver for one year by resolution of
the Annual General Meeting. The Committee also proposes that, if the rule
change is agreed, then a specific resolution would be submitted in respect of
Tony Dignum for the coming year.

Existing wording of relevant rule:
8.3 The election of the Chairman, ViceChairman, Secretary and Treasurer
shall precede that of the Executive
Committee and no such officer shall so
serve for more than five consecutive
years. The President is to take the
chair solely for the election of Chairman and thereafter hand over the chair
to the newly elected Chairman.
Proposed new wording of rule:
8.3 The election of the Chairman, ViceChairman, Secretary and Treasurer
shall precede that of the Executive
Committee and no such officer shall so
serve for more than five consecutive
years unless a resolution is passed by
not less than two thirds of the members present and voting at a general
meeting to waive the restriction to five
consecutive years for a specified officer or officers for one year. The President is to take the chair solely for the
election of Chairman and thereafter
hand over the chair to the newly
elected Chairman.

Other existing relevant rule:
10.1.1 Subject to the following provisions
of this clause the Constitution may be
altered by a resolution passed by not less
than two thirds of the members present
and voting at a general meeting. The
notice of the general meeting must include notice of the resolution, setting out
the terms of the alteration proposed.
Proposed specific resolution
This general meeting agrees that the restriction of the term of office of the
Chairman to five years shall be waived
for one year in respect of Tony Dignum.

Matthews Hanton Ltd
Chartered Certified Accountants &
Registered Auditors
ACCOUNTANCY, AUDITING
and TAXATION
BUSINESS PLANS and
START-UP SCHEMES
A FULL RANGE OF FINANCIAL
and BUSINESS SERVICES
First Half-Hour Consultation Free
93 ALDWICK ROAD,
BOGNOR REGIS
PO21 2NW
Telephone (01243) 861521

A FESTIVAL OF FLOWERS,
FOOD & MUSIC

Fathers Day Sunday 17 June
Toys For The Boys! A chance for dad (and the rest of
the family!) to try some unusual and challenging countryside activities. Sample some of the Museum’s courses
in traditional rural trades and crafts, drive a vintage
tractor and work with the Shire horses.

Rare Breeds Show Sunday 22 July
Over 500 cattle, sheep, pigs, goats and poultry take part
in this delightful agricultural show for rare and traditional breeds of farm animals. Plus craft and trade stands
with a countryside theme.

at the parish church of St. Mary the Virgin,
Apuldram, Chichester PO20 7PE
"CRAFTSMAN'S ART
AND MUSIC'S MEASURE"
Open daily 10.30 - 5pm
Sat 25th, Sun 26th and Mon 27th August
Entrance by Programme - £3 each,
Children FREE

Wonderful Wednesdays
Wed 25 July – Wed 29 Aug

FESTIVAL PREVIEW - Friday 24th 7- 9pm
Tickets £5

Hands-on activities to occupy children of all ages! Have
a go at all kinds of interesting and unusual country
skills, crafts, activities and games.

"SATURDAY NIGHT JAZZ"

Steam Festival Sat/Sun 18 /19 August

SONGS OF PRAISE" - Sunday 26th August
6.30pm - open to all

A new event for 2007 – all the bustle and excitement of
a Steam Festival, with steam engines on display and
demonstrating the kind of work around the Museum’s
site for which they were originally designed. Plus steam
rollers, steam lorries, working models, and model boats
on the lake.

Open 10.30am – 6pm. Adults £8.25; over 60s
£7.25; children £4.40; family (2+3) £22.65.
Children under 5 free.

In Church - Saturday 25th August 7pm - Tickets £10

ATTRACTIONS
Short Organ Recitals in Church & Wandering
Minstrels & Musicians’ Raffle
BBQ - Food Stalls & much more
Festival Designer Jose Pound 01243 788265
gpound@bigcrouchers.co.uk

The Chichester Ship Canal

books,

Take a Boat Trip on the unique Chichester Ship Canal
as Immortalized by Turner’s famous painting. Just five
minutes from Chichester Station at the Canal basin.
There are two trip boats, the 50 seater Richmond and
the 12 seater Egremont with disabled access. A shop
serving refreshments. Fishing or paddle your own canoe.
Tel 01243 771363 for information.
Volunteers for the Trust are also welcome to help
with many tasks on the boats, canal restoration
or in the shop. Tel 01243 576701.
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www.chichestercanal.org.uk
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Some Additional Ideas for Joiners
I've just got this article in before the
printing deadline; how lucky am I to
be so busy!
Some of my leisure pursuits involve
others who live alone or are caring
for disabled family members or
friends. The one thing they all have
in common is the desire to do something different or to meet new people. As you are reading this, you are
obviously members of the Chichester
Society and probably enjoy the occasional get-togethers at the AGM and
other meetings.
If, however, you are looking for additional ideas, how about some of
these?

If things artistic are more your scene,
try the Oxmarket Centre of Arts.
It's a delightful place with two galleries where local artists show their
paintings and sculpture. From time to
time some prestigious visitors, e.g..
the Wapping Group, hang their work
there.
The Bridge, Stamp and Camera
clubs all welcome new members, as
does the Scrabble club.
For those skilled in stitchery, the
Embroiderers’ Guild and Chichester Quilters Group produce
exquisite pieces.

Fit and active people will find many
outlets for their energies, starting
with the gentler bowling and croThe Council for Voluntary Services. The hospice shop I help in is
quet clubs to cricket, tennis and
such a happy place, with lots of good squash, fencing and judo. For
those who fear being mugged, the
company, much laughter and a
chance to meet literally dozens of
last two could prove extremely
useful!
new faces every day.
As you doubtless know, Chichester
is twinned with both Chartres and
Ravenna. "Friends" of both these
beautiful cities make visits and in
turn entertain "Friends of Chichester"; not to mention being an excellent chance to brush up on rusty
language skills.

Chichester has Singers, a Jazz club
and a Symphony Orchestra which
are sure to cater for most musical
tastes. A particularly intriguing idea
is the Adult Recorder Group; can
you think of any more satisfying way
of taking revenge on your children or
grandchildren?

The Chichester Local History
Society is a mine of information on
times past and a good base for doing
a bit of research.

Addresses for all the foregoing can
be found in our superb library.

Jane Carpenter

Corrections:
On page 8 of our March issue, David Goodman's invitation to the Private
View of the High School art exhibition was stated as being on Saturday 29th
June. It should have read Saturday, 30th June 2007. Patricia Jewell’s name in
the same article was printed as Sewell. Apologies to her!

THE CHICHESTER SOCIETY
Registered Charity No 268055
Registered with the Civic Trust
Patron: The Mayor of Chichester
President: David Goodman
Vice-President: Ken Newbury
Chairman: Tony Dignum
Vice-Chairman: David Wilson
Secretary: Bill Sharp
Treasurer: Martyn Bell
Members of the Executive Committee:
Madeleine Keene, David Laing, Alan Russell, John
Templeton, Ian Tomsett, Patricia Wilkinson and
Michael Woolley
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MEMBERSHIP
Annual Membership: £5
(£7 if not by Standing Order)
Under-18s: £2.50
Joint Membership (double): £8.00
( £10 if not by Standing Order)
Corporate membership: £50.00
Life Membership (60 and over):
£60 single; £ 75 joint
Applications for membership and annual
subscriptions to the Chairman, Highgate House,
West Broyle Drive, Chichester PO19 3PP
(01243 538585)

BOOK REVIEW
"A BIT OF A HOOLIGAN"

By Joy Crawshaw A.R.I.B.A.
(Ret’d)
"A Bit of a Hooligan" is not an autobiography but a glimpse into Victorian
and Edwardian society in the persons
of the Gabriels and the Woods, the
"Hooligan's" ancestors.
They were two very different families.
The Gabriels insisted that their children account for every penny spent,
whereas the younger Woods lived the
life of the Idle Rich on money left to
them by thrifty Scottish relatives. Both
families were adventurous, however.
Some members went to live in Japan,
Canada or France, whilst others ventured into brigand-infested mountains
in Turkey or the Caucasus.
The author's graphic prose plus photographs and mementos bring them to
life with extraordinary intimacy; I feel
I know them all, and pictures of Mary,
Joy's mother, bear an uncanny resemblance to those I possess of my own
mother, even to the wedding dress and
date.
Joy herself does not appear until page
144 but thereafter is revealed as a
lively little girl, stoic in the face of her
mother's indifference, if not dislike:
Mary wanted a boy. Joy's account of
her childhood is vivid and absorbing.
No way is she a hooligan - to Victorian
eyes perhaps, but to us a spirited, intelligent and impetuous child who is most
engaging.
My only complaint is that the book
ends when she is only twelve: what of
the growing up, marriage and career as
an architect (and cartoonist)? I suppose
we must wait for volume 2.

Peggy Haynes
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